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PREFACE. 


^TPHE  fubjecfcs  of  the  hiftory  contained  in  this  volume 
of  the  Annual  Regifter  will  be  found  as  various  as 
they  are  interefting.  By  the  unfortunate  termination  of 
the  Polifh  campaign,  with  the  peace  concluded  between 
the  allies  and  the  ruler  of  France,  the  hope  of  re-eftablifli^ 

ing  the  independence  of  the  continent  was  fufpended. 

> 

The  king  of  Pruffia  now  felt  the  deplorable  refults  of 
that  fallacious  policy,  which  had  induced  him  to  with* 
hold  his  affiftance  from  other  potentates  in  their  efforts 
to  ftem  the  current  of  French  aggreffion.  His  errors 
had,  indeed,  drawn  down  on  him  the  fevereft  cala« 
mities.  They  had  deprived  him  of  confiderable  terri* 
tories  and  revenues,  but  inflifted  a  keener  wound  on  his 
fenfibility,  by  impairing  his  weight  and  confequence  in 
Europe, 

Scarcely  was  the  peace  of  Tilfit  ratified,  when  the  rel¬ 
iefs  government  of  France,  with  a  pernicious  induftry  in 

evil 
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evil  that  feemed  for  ever  augmenting,  began  to  conceive 
new  projeQs  of  aggrandizement  or  revenge.  By  the  in¬ 
trigues  of  the  cabinet  of  the  Thuilleries,  the  royal  family 
of  Spain  was  placed  in  a  ftate  of  the  moft  difgracefut 
altercation,  and  made  to  exhibit  feenes  which  were  highly 
offenfive  to  decency  as  well  as  fubverfive  of  focial  order. 
This  wicked  machination  was  but  the  prelude  to  ren¬ 
dering  the  Spanifh  monarchy  dependent  on  France. 
Terrified  by  the  continued  menaces  of  the  iniquitous 
power,  which  at  that  time  was  the  fcourge  of  nations, 
the  prince  regent  of  Portugal  reluQantly  took  meafures 
calculated  to  offend  the  oldeft  and  firmed:  ally  of  the 
houfe  of  Braganza ;  till  weary  of  Gallic  oppreffion,  and 
perceiving  that  fubferviency  muft  lead  to  inevitable  ruin, 
bis  royal  highnefs,  in  order  to  efcape  entire  abafement, 
at  length  threw  himlelf  into  the  arms  of  forgiving  amity  ; 
and  putting  himfelf  under  its  generous  protection,  trans¬ 
ferred  the  feat  of  his  government,  with  the  hopes  and 
fortunes  of  his  iiluftrious  family,  to  his  American  do¬ 
minions. 

Unable  to  affail  Great  Britain  in  arms,  the  continental 
tyrant  endeavoured  to  perfect  his  fyftem  for  diftreffing 
the  Englifh  commerce.  A  principle  of  retaliation  was 
adopted  by  the  Britiili  cabinet,  with  a  view  of  retorting 
on  the  enemy  the  effects  of  his  own  violence  and  in- 

it/ 

juft  ice. 


A  revo- 


A  revolution  occurred  at  Conitantinople,  accompanied 
by  events  that  ended  in  the  demolition  of  Selim  III* 
That  fove reign  was  fucceeded  by  his  nephew,  wrho  had 
the  humanity  to  fpare  the  life  of  the  dethroned  fultan.  ' 

England  this  year  employed  the  bravery  of  her  fub- 
je6ts  in  three  grand  expeditions  to  various  parts  of  the 
world.  The  policy  of  each  of  thefe  enterprifes  was 
greatly  controverted.  Every  care  has  been  taken  to  p re¬ 
fen  t  as  ample  an  account  of  them  as  could  be  given,  by 
the  mcft  diligent  attention  to  a  great  mafs  of  documents 
of  every  defcription.  The  laft  of  thefe  undertakings, 
the  attack  on  Copenhagen,  was  affigned  as  a  principal 
reafon  by  the  emperor  Alexander,  for  diffolving  the 
bonds  of  friendlhip  which  fubfifted  between  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  Ruff  a. 

/ 

The  domeftie  hiftory  of  the  country  affords  objects  of 
much  importance.  The  meafures  relative  to  finance, 
fubmitted  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  are  curious,  though 
perhaps  of  doubtful  tendency.  In  framing  the  narrative 
of  tiie  proceedings  which  led  to  a  change  of  his  majefty’s 
fervants,  the  chief  ftudy  has  been  to  preferve  rigid  impar¬ 
tiality  and  correctnefs.  The  benevolent  will  hail  this 
period  as  one  in  which  the  humanity  of  the  nation  fhone 
forth  with  peculiar  luftre  :  Mr.  Wilberforce  and  his  laud¬ 
able  coadjutors  at  length  reaped  the  reward  of  their  al¬ 
bum's  to  prevail  on  their  countrymen  to  renounce  a  traffic, 

which 


VI 


p  R  E  F  A  C  E. 

which  doomed  the  children  of  Africa  to  deplore  their  ex¬ 
istence  :  the  legiflature  paffed  a  bill  for  the  abolition  of 
the  Have  trade,  certainly  to  the  great  fatisfaction  of  al- 
moft  every  part  of  the  community  not  deriving  emolument 
from  that  execrable  commerce.  Befides  the  circumftances 
above  enumerated,  many  other  particulars  worthy  of 

attention  will  be  difeovered  in  the  parliamentary  tranf- 

* 

actions.  .  - 

The  Volume  for  1808  is  in  great  forwardnefs,  and  will 
appear  early  ia  the  enfuing  winter. 
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CHAP.  I. 

Campaign  in  Poland.  The  king  of  PruJJia  manifejls  a  reviving  energy 
and  ref  elution.  His  addref  to  the  army.  Amount  and  diftribution  of  his 
forces.  He  is  accommodated  with  a  fubfidy  for  their  maintenance  by  Eng*, 
land.  Number  of  the  Ruffians  under  general  Bennigjen .  Warlike  pre « 

parations  of  Puff  a.  The  Poles  not  generally  difpofed  to  favour  the  pro¬ 

jects  of  Buonaparte,  who  efablijhes  a  provifional  government  at  Warjaw 
for  the  provinces  which  belonged  to  PruJJia.  Diplomatic  inter courfe  be * 
tween  the  French  chief  and  the  emperor  of  Aufiria .  State  of  the  French 
army.  Commencement  of  hofiilities.  Adion  near  Mohrungen.  Buona*» 
parte  puts  all  his  forces  in  motion.  His  intentions  difeovered  by  a  paper, 
found  on  an  officer  intercepted  by  the  Ruffians.  Bennigfen  draws  up  his 
troops  in  order  of  battle  at  Yunkowo;  but  retreats  to  Eylau .  Engage - 
ment  between  the  French  and  P ruffians  at  Deppen.  Affair  at  Landfberg . 
Partial  a  Si  ion  on  the  7 th  of  February.  Battle  of  Eylau.  The  Ruffians 
retire  behind  the  Pregel.  Proceedings  of  general  Von  Effen,  in  order  to 
create  a  diveffon  in  favour  of  the  grand  ar?ny  of  the  Allies .  He  engages 
the  French  at  Ofrolenka,  but  is  defeated.  Buonaparte  makes  a  pacific 
tory  overture  to  general  Bennigfen,  and  fends  Bertrand,  with  the  fame 
view ,  to  the  king  of  Prvffia  :  both  propofals  are  refufed.  The  French 
ruler’s  proclamation  to  his  army,  which  returns  to  its  cantonments.  Va¬ 
rious  affairs  of  Pofis.  Account  of  the  Ruffian  cannon  taken  by  the  French t 
fubfequent  to  their  paffage  of  the  Vifula, 


PERHAPS  there  never  had 
been  a  period  when  the  ex¬ 
pectations  of  Europe  were  fo  ftrong- 
ly  excited  as  at  the  commencement 
of  the  year  1807.  The  generous, 
the  juft,  and  the  benevolent,  of  all 
Vol.  XLIX.  or  Vql.  VIL  Ne 


countries  ventured  to  encourage  a 
hope  that  the  horrible  fcourge, 
which  had  affiiCted  mankind,  might 
be  torn  from  the  grafp  of  fraudu¬ 
lent  oppreffion  ;  but  they  were  not 
without  a  dread  that  the  arm  which 
w  Series*  {A}  wielded 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1807. 


2] 

wielded  it  might  be  (lengthened 
by  frefh  fuccefs,  and  be  enabled  to 
ififiiCt  direr  calamity  on  proftrate 
nations.  The  fovereign  of  Pruffia 
who,  in  the  bitternefs  of  anguiffi, 
had  lamented  the  fatal  confequen- 
ces  of  that  cold  and  felfifli  policy, 
which  had  brought  him  to  the  brink 
of  ruin,  appeared  to  be  ftimulated 
by  the  energy  of  reviving  virtue, 
and  roufed  from  the  torpid  influ¬ 
ence  of  defpondency.  Towards 
the  clofe  of  the  laft  year,  the  king 
iffued  a  proclamation,  commenting 
with  merited  feverity  on  the  feve- 
ral  officers  of  all  ranks,  who  had 
fo  fhamefully  delivered  up  the 
Pruffian  fortreflfes  to  the  invader; 
as  well  as  thofe  who,  not  being 
prefent  when  their  refpeCtive  corps 
capitulated,  neverthelefs  offered 
themfelves  voluntarily  and  need- 
lefsly  to  furrender,  as  belonging  to 
fuch  corps  ;  and  ktftly  on  many 
others  who,  without  having  re¬ 
ceived  any  furlough,  or  having 
been  made  prifoners,  had  abfented 
themfelves  from  the  armies,  and 
went  either  home  or  elfewhere.  It 
Intimated  that  all  thefe  perfons, 
including  many  generals,  were  dif- 
mifled  the  fervice  with  difgrace  ; 
and  particularly  that  colonel  von 
Ingerfleben,  the  commandant  at 
Cuftrin,  was  condemned  to  be  (hot. 
It  dated  that  all  governers,  who, 
from  a  fear  of  bombardment,  under 
the  pretence  of  wanting  the  requi- 
fites  for  fupporting  a  fiege,  or  any 
other  groundlefs  pretext,  fhould 
negleft  to  defend,  with  whatever 
refources  they  po  defied,  the  places 
intruded  to  them,  fhould  be  fhot 
without  mercy.  The  paper  con¬ 
tained  many  wife  regulations  for 
the  conduct  of  the  army  in  gene¬ 
ral,  and  for  that  of  its  appendages, 
cfpecialJy  the  commiffariat ;  and 


mod  judicioufly  encouraged  the 
exertions  of  the  troops,  by  the 
aflurance  that  as  long  as  the  war 
continued  the  fubalterns,  as  well 
as  the  privates,  if  they  diftin- 
guifhed  themfelves  by  courage  and 
prefence  of  mind,  (hould  be  as 
equally"  entitled  to  promotion  as 
any  prince  or  nobleman  in  the 
Pruffian  dominions  ;  and  that  he 
alone,  who  had  committed  crimes, 
fhould  be  excluded  from  the  chance 
of  becoming  an  officer.  The 
wreck  of  the  army  amounted  at 
this  time  to  about  two  and  thirty 
thoufapd  men.  The  king  was 
guarded  at  Memel  with  fifteen 
hundred  men;  compofed  of  cavalry 
and  infantry  ;  nearly  five  thoufand 
were  under  general  Ledocq,  but  of 
thefe  two  regiments  remained  at 
Kcenigfburg  with  the  company  of 
invalids ;  at  Dantzic  there  were 
dx  thoufand,  at  Colberg  eighteen 
hundred,  and  at  Graudentz  three 
thoufand  men,  forming  the  garri- 
fons  of  thefe  cities  ;  and  the  prince 
of  Plefs  had  in  Silefia  fifteen  thou¬ 
fand  men  altogether,  but  they 
were  diftributed  in  the  fortrefies 
of  Brieg,  Neifie,  Schweidnitz,  and 
Cafifel.  The  king  of  Pruffia  was 
accommodate^  with  a  fubfidy  for 
the  fupport  of  thefe  corps  by  lord 
Hutchinfon,  who  had  been  dif- 
patched  by  the  cabinet  of  London 
to  the  head  quarters  of  his  raa- 
jefty,  as  a  military"  envoy,  and  to 
watch  the  progrefs  of  events,  in 
order  to  afcertain  if  it  would  be 
prudent  to  create  a  diverfion  in 
favour  of  the  allies  by  landing  Bri- 
tifh  forces  in  Germany.  It  is  dif¬ 
ficult  even  to  conjecture  what  the 
numbers  of  the  Ruffians  were  un¬ 
der  general  Bennigfen  after  the 
battle  of  Pultufk  ;  yet  it  is  pro¬ 
bable  that  he  might  have  the  com¬ 
mand 
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£nand  of  between  feventy  and 
eighty  thoufand  effedlives ;  inde¬ 
pendently  of  a  corps  of  about  thirty 
thoufand  men  under  general  von 
Effen,  which  was  originally  def- 
tined  to  adl  in  Moldavia,  but 
which  was  now  in  New  Eail  Pruf. 
£a  ;  however  the  warlike  prepara¬ 
tions  of  the  court  of  Saint  Peterf- 
burg  were  certainly  of  the  mold  im- 
poiing  nature.  Befides  the  regulars 
on  the  frontiers  of  the  Pruffian 
territories,  and  the  referve  in  Li¬ 
thuania,  meafures  had  been  taken 
to  raife  a  provifionai  force,  or  mi¬ 
litia,  of  fix  hundred  and  twelve 
thoufand  rnen,  for  the  defence  of 
the  country.  The  different  go¬ 
vernments  of  the  Ruffian  empire 
were  for  this  purpofe  divided  into 
feven  diilridls,  each  of  which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  plan  laid  down, 
was  to  furnifh  a  certain  proportion 
of  troops.  Thefe  feven  armies, 
or  contingents  of  diilridls,  were 
to  be  formed  without  delay ;  but 
they  were  to  remain  no  longer  em¬ 
bodied,  than  while  the  exiiling 
danger  continued. 

Buonaparte’s  projedl  of  ilimu- 
lating  the  people  of  Poland  to  form 
an  infurredlion  having  only  par¬ 
tially  fucceeded,  he  abandoned  the 
idea  of  re-ellablifbing  a  kingdom 
in  that  quarter.  The  nobleffe  in 
the  provinces  belonging  to  Ruffia 
remained  in  obedience  to  Alexan¬ 
der;  and  the  principal  inhabitants 
of  Gallicia  fent  a  deputation  to 
the  emperor  of  Auftria,  affuring 
him  of  their  fidelity,  and  that  they 
were  ready  to  make  any  facrifices 
to  prefer ve  their  relations  with 
him.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
leading  perfons  of  the  diilridls 
fubjedi  to  Pruffia  feemed  well  in¬ 
clined  to  enter  into  the  views  of 
the  French  ruler.  While  this  af¬ 
fair  was  in  train,  a  very  frequent 


r«r 

id* 

intercourfe  was  maintained  between 
Buonaparte  and  his  Auftrian  ma- 
jelly  by  couriers;  and  feveral  dif- 
tinguilbed  diplomatic  charadlers 
were  employed  by  both  parties  to 
communicate  their  fentiments  to 
each  other.  Thefe  negociations, 
which  appeared  to  be  of  confider- 
able  importance,  were  fuppofed  to 
relate  wholly  to  Buonaparte’s  jea- 
loufy  of  the  troops,  which  the  em¬ 
peror  of  Auftria  had  judged  it  ne-» 
ceffary  to  ftation  on  his  confines  to 
caufe  his  neutrality  to  be  refpedled  5 
but  the  fituation  of  Poland  was 
doubtlefs  in  part  a  fubjedi  of  the 
conferences  that  arofe.  Auftria 
polfibly  did  not  objedl  to  the 
French  ruler’s  defigns  on  that  part 
of  the  country,  which  was  under 
the  immediate  jurifdidiion  of  Pruf¬ 
fia,  provided  Ihe  received  an  un¬ 
equivocal  promife,  that  whatever 
form  of  government  was  propofed 
for  it  Ihould  be  moil  ftridlly  con» 
fined  to  its  limits.  This  opinion 
is  probable,  becaufe  Buonaparte* 
after  all  his  boailful  harangues  on 
the  fubjedi,  contented  himfelf  with 
eilablifhing  a  provifionai  govern* 
ment,  under  the  title  of  a  com- 
million  of  regency,  for  the  pjovin* 
ces  in  queftion.  Several  perfons 
of  high  family  and  consideration 
we^e  induced  to  become  his  inftru- 
ments  on  this  occafion;  whether 
their  fervices  were  voluntary  or 
not,  it  is  fuperiluous  to  enquire  ; 
for  it  mull  be  recolledled  that  they 
were  completely  in  the  power  of 
the  tyrant,  and  had  no  option  but 
to  fubmit  to  his  commands,  or 
confent  to  fee  themfelves  reduced 
to  adlual  beggary. 

Buonaparte  was  particularly  care¬ 
ful  to  coliedl  vail  magazines  of 
every  defcription  of  ftores,  and 
very  folicitous  to  procure  every 
poffible  comfort  for  his  foldiers,, 
[A  z)  Great, 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1 807. 


4] 

Great  quantities  of  bifcuit  were 
prepared  at  Warfaw,  and  no  lefs 
than  eight  hundred  tons  of  wine 
arrived  at  that  city  for  the  ufe  of 
the  army  ;  while  dire&ions  were 
given  that  clothing  proper  for  the 
winter,  fhould  be  made  in  Silefia 
and  other  places.  Reports  pre¬ 
vailed  at  this  time  that  the  French 
troops  were  a  prey  to  diforders, 
arifing  from  fatigue,  infufficient 
fuftenance,  and  from  operations  in 
the  held  at  the  mod  rigorous  fea- 
fon  of  the  year,  In  a  climate  to 
which  they  were  unufed ;  but 
though  the  French  did  certainly 
fuffer  conliderably  from  difeafes 
owing  to  thefe  caufes,  it  is  un~ 
queftionable  that  it  was  not  in  fo 
great  a  degree  as  was  reprefen  ted. 

About  the  middle  of  January 
Bernadotte  quitted  his  canton¬ 
ments,  and  took  poffeffion  of  El- 
bing  with  the  country  fituated  on 
the  {bores  of  the  Baltic  ;  while 
Ney  advanced  along  the  Alle,  and 
puffied  his  advanced  pods  to  Bif- 
chodftein,  Sceburg,  and  even  as 
far  as  Rofl'el.  The  objeid  of  this 
fimultaneous  movement  was  to 
furprife  Koenigfburg  ;  for  general 
Bennigfen  exprefsly  declares  that 
Bernadotte  made  demondrations  of 
falling  upon  that  city,  in  which 
enterprife  it  is  evident  he  was  to 
be  fupported  by  Ney.  As  foon 
as  tire  Ruffian  commander  received 
intelligence  of  this  attempt,  he 
marched  into  the  province  of  Old 
Pruffia  to  frudrate  it.  He  began 
his  career,  by  difperdng  all  the 
French  cavalry  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  AUe  ;  and  on  the  2?d  he 
made  hia  difpofitions  to  attack  the 
French  on  the  whole  line  of  the 
river,  but  they  abandoned  it,  and 
be  effected  his  paffage  over  it  with¬ 
out  the  lead  obdacle.  Ney  fell 


back  in  diforder  upon  Allendeifi| 
and,  after  making  a  fhow  of  fol¬ 
lowing  him,  general  Berm igfen 
bore  with  all  his  force  on  the  po¬ 
ll  t  ions  of  Bernadotte.  On  the 
24th  general  Barclay  de  Tolly 
fent  a  fquadrOn  of  Mourn  huffars, 
with  about  lixty  CoiTacks,  to  Paf- 
fenheim.  This  detachment  at¬ 
tacked  two  fquadrons  of  French 
cavalry,  and  entirely  dedroyed 
them.  On  the  fame  day  general 
Marcoff,  with  the  advanced  guards 
overtook  at  Liebdadt  a  dividon 
compofed  of  three  regiments  of 
French  cavalry,  and  fome hundreds 
of  foot;  and  took  a  great  many 
prifoners,  amongd  whom  were 
eighteen  officers.  On  the  next 
day  there  was  a  more  ferious 
engagement.  Bernadotte,  having 
heard  of  the  approach  of  the  Ruf¬ 
fians,  arrived  at  Mohrungen,  where 
he  edablifhed  his  head  quarters, 
and  extended  his  troops  half  a 
league  before  the  town  upon  the 
road  to  Liebdadt.  As  foon  as  ge¬ 
neral  Marcoff  came  up  with  the 
French,  he  brought  them  to  an  ac¬ 
tion,  which  was  warmly  con  reded. 
The  gth  regiment  of  the  French 
infantry  loft  its  eagle ;  but  dung 
with  this  difgrace,  it  rufhed  with 
the  greated  fury  on  the  Ruffians, 
and  recovered  the  dandard.  Ge¬ 
neral  Marcoff,  having  made  the 
attack  with  inferior  numbers, 
was  at  fird  repulfed  ;  but  at  this 
critical  junfture  he  was  reinforced 
by  the  divifion  of  cavalry,  under 
general  Anrepp,  and  again  returned 
to  the  charge.  Both  parties  claimed 
the  victory  on  this  day;  and  both 
give  very  different  accounts  of 
their  refpeflive  Ioffes.  The  Ruf¬ 
fians  date  their  own  at  feven  hun¬ 
dred  killed  and  wounded,  amongd 
the  former  was  general  Anrepp, 

whofe 
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whofe  fate  was  regretted  by  the 
whole  army  ;  and  that  of  the 
French  at  above  a  thoufand.  On 
the  contrary,  the  French  affert 
that  they  had  only  one  hundred 
killed,  and  four  hundred  wounded; 
but  that  they  took  three  hundred 
prifoners,  and  left  twelve  hundred 
of  their  enemies  on  the  field  of  bat¬ 
tle.  This  partial  combat  was  pre¬ 
judicial  ro  the  allies ;  for  had  notice 
been  given  of  the  enemy’s  pofition 
at  Mohrungen  to  general  Zachen, 
who  was  at  Eiditten,  and  count 
Qiterman  at  Heiligenthal,  Berna¬ 
dette’s  corps  might  have  been  fur- 
rounded.  While  this  affair  was 
taking  place  before  Mohrungen, 
prince  Michael  Dolgortrcki,  with  v 
his  regiment  of  dragoons,  proceeded 
againfi  the  rear  of  the  French,  and 
cameunobferved  to  their  head-quar¬ 
ters  ;  whence  he  carried  off  Ber- 
nadotte’s  equipage,  his  fervants, 
his  plate,  fome  ladies,  a  large 
quantity  of  fpecie,  comprifmg  the 
contributions  levied  at  Elbing, 
and  four  hundred  prifoners.  In 
thefe  aftions  two  French  generals 
were  taken  by  the  Ruffians ;  and 
about  the  fame  time  a  fcouring 
party,  from  the  Pruffian  garrifon  of 
Col  berg,  furprifed  general  Viftor, 
with  his  aid-de-camp  and  a  do- 
meftic,  as  he  was  on  the  road  to 
Stettin. 

The  French  contend  that  they 
purfued  the  Ruffians  for  two  leagues 
&  afrertheengagemenf  at  Mohrungen; 
and  the  lauer  that  Bernadotte  was 
driven  into  the  forefts  of  Strafhurg 
on  the  Dribentz,  about  five  and 
thirty  miles  from  the  lcene  of  aft  ion. 
The  Ruffian  account  is  known  to  be 
true ;  and  the  French  bulletins 
give  as  the  reafen  for  this  retrogya- 
dation,  that  Buonaparte  had  or¬ 
dered  Eernadgrte  to  retreat,  in 


order  to  favour  the  intentions  of 
his  enemies  who  wifhed  to  affume 
the  offenfive,  and  to  draw  them  on 
the  lower  Viftula.  It  is  molt 
likely  therefore  that  the  engage¬ 
ment  of  the  25th  terminated  in  the 
favour  of  the  Ruffians,  although 
they  admit  that  it  was  ftrongly 
difputed.  It  is  however  clear 
that  general  Bennigfen,  by  the  ce¬ 
lerity  of  his  advance,  had  totally 
fruflrated  the  manoeuvres  of  Ber¬ 
nadotte  and  Ney,  their  intention 
of  moving  upon  Kcsnigfburg,  and 
whatever  ultimately  was  ihedefign 
intruded  to  their  execution;  and 
that  general  Leftocq  was  thus  able 
to  throw  fupplies  into  the  fortrefs 
of  Graudentz,  whicli  was  in  great 
want  of  them.  The  army  under 
the  Ruffian  general’s  orders  now 
ftretched  from  the  Viflula  on  its 
right  to  Brock  in  New  Eaft  Pruffia, 
having  eftablifhed  a  communica¬ 
tion  with  general  von  Effen,  who 
had  occupied  that  province. 

The  unexpected  advance  of  the 
Ruffians,  and  the  difeomfiture  of 
corps,  under  marfnals  Bernadotte 
and  Ney,  drew  Buonaparte  from 
Warfaw,  from  which  city  he  fet 
out  on  the  31ft  of  January.  His 
objeft  was  to  bear  upon  the  centre 
of  the  Ruffians,  and  he  therefore 
took  particular  care  of  his  two 
flanks,  by  detaching  general  5a- 
vary  with  the  5 1 h  corps  to  hold 
general  von  Effen  in  check  on  his 
right,  and  marfhal  Lefebvre  with 
the  10th  to  Thorn,  for  the  defence 
of  that  city  and  the  Viflula  on 
his  left.  On  the  ift  of  February 
the  other  corps  of  the  French  army 
were  put  in  motion,  and  Murat 
encountered  at  Paffenheim  the  van¬ 
guard  of  the  Ruffians,  which  was 
marching  on  Wildenburg.  Mu, 
pat  immediately  charged  if  with 
\d  3]  feverai 
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feveral  columns  of  cavalry,  and 
forced  his  way  into  the  town ; 
through  which  he  direfted  his 
courfe  to  Allenftein,  where  he  was 
joined  on  the  2d  by  the  corps  un¬ 
der  Soult,  and  on  the  3d  by  thofe 
under  Augereau  and  Ney  ;  while 
Davouft  took  poffeffion  of  War- 
tenburg.  General  Bennigfen,  who 
with  the  Ruffian  centre  had  in¬ 
tended  to  crofs  the  Viftula,  and 
thus  come  into  the  rear  of  the 
French,  finding  himfelf  by  thefe 
manoeuvres  turned  on  the  left,  and 
in  danger  of  being  totally  cut  off 
from  all  communication  with  von 
Ellen,  prudently  avoided  the  toils 
that  were  prepared  for  him.  In¬ 
dependently  that  the  intention  of 
the  French  marfhals  was  clear  by 
their  movements,  a  French  officer, 
on  his  way  to  Bemadottf-,  was 
taken,  and  an  order  was  found  in 
his  poffieffion,  acquainting  the 
former  that  Buonaparte  had 
determined  to  refume  the  of¬ 
fer,  five  ;  that  the  French  army 
was  to  affemble  at  Willemberg, 
where  the  emperor  would  be  on 
the  31ft,  but  that  Bernadotte  with 
his  corps  was  to  aft  againft  the 
right  wing  of  the  allies  vigoroufly, 
yet  with  that  judgment,  winch 
the  French  ruler  was  entitled  to 
expeft  from  the  marfhaFs  long  ex¬ 
perience  in  war/’  The  infrac¬ 
tions  concluded  with  the  remark, 

4  ‘  you  'Will  fee  that  the  emperor  pro- 
pofes  to  cut  off  the  Ruffian  army  from 
their  frontiers. >  5 

This  intelligence  induced  gene¬ 
ral  Bennigfen  to  ohferve,  that  al¬ 
though  he  had  not  fought  a  ge¬ 
neral  battle,  he  was  not  difpofed 
to  fhrink  from  one  ;  and  therefore, 
inftead  of  gaining  a  march  upon 
the  enemy,  by  failing  back  from 
Mehrungen,  he  ordered  his  army 


to  make  a  flank  movement  to  the 
left,  and  colleft  itfelf  at  Yunkowo, 
whither  the  head-quarters  were 
transferred  on  the  ill:  of  February. 
On  the  3d  the  Ruffians  were  drawn 
up  in  order  of  battle,  and  they 
awaited  the  enemy’s  attack  until 
mid-day,  in  a  pofltion  extremely 
unfavourable,  it  being  furrounded 
by  woods  that  commanded  the 
open  fpace,  which  fnelved  in  the 
centre  into  a  hollow,  where  the 
village  was  fituated  j  but  the  ge¬ 
neral  being  convinced,  after  a  very 
accurate  reconnoifance,  that  he 
muft  fight  with  great  difadvantage, 
changed  his  intentions  and  became 
defirous  of  regaining  the  Alle, 
which  would  give  him  a  liberty 
of  aftion,  and  a  choice  of  opera¬ 
tions.  He  therefore  determined 
to  force,  with  his  advanced  guard, 
the  polls  in  front  of  his  pofition 
and  the  town  of  Allenftein,  while 
with  his  main  army  he  crofted  the 
Alle  at  the  villages  of  Kaltflies 
and  Rudikimen,  and  he  hoped  by 
an  immediate  advance  to  antici* 
pate  the  enemy  in  occupying  Al¬ 
lenftein  ;  but  no  fooner  did  the 
vanguard  appear  in  march* 
than  the  French  army  deployed, 
and  commenced  a  (harp  fire  of 
mufquetry  from  the  line  of  woods, 
which  ran  in  front  of  the  Ruffian 
pofition, 

Buonaparte  had  placed  the  corps 
of  marfhai  Ney  on  his  left,  that 
of  Augereau  in  the  centre,  and 
that  of  Soult  on  his  right.  He 
ordered  the  laft  to  take  the  road  to 
Gutftadt,  which  was  the  principal 
depot  of  the  Ruffian  magazines, 
and  to  carry  the  bridge  of  Berg- 
fried,  in  order  that  he  might  pe¬ 
netrate  into  the  Ruffian  rear.  Soult 
fent  general  Guyot  with  the  light 
cavalry  to  feize  Gutftadt,  where  he 

took 
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took  a  great  part  of  the  Ruffian 
baggage,  and  fifteen  hundred  pri- 
foners ;  while  at  the  fame  time  the 
marfhal  himfelf  proceeded  to  the 
bridge  of  Bergfried,  with  the  di¬ 
vifions  of  Leval  and  Legrand. 
The  Ruffians  who  perceived  that 
this  important  pofition  protected 
the  retreat  of  their  left  wing,  de¬ 
tached  twelve  of  their  ftrongeft 
battalions  to  defend  the  bridge, 
but  without  fuccefs,  for  they  were 
driven  from  it  with  fome  lofs.  In 
the  mean  time  Ney  made  himfelf 
matter  of  a  wood  which  fuftained 
their  right,  faint  Hilaire  feized  a 
poft  that  prote&ed  their  centre, 
and  Murat  with  a  divifion  of  dra¬ 
goons  fwept  the  plain  before  the 
French.  After  thefe  partial  at¬ 
tacks,  the  Ruffians  retreated  with¬ 
out  fufFering  greatly ;  for  the 
French  loofely  ftate  that  they  only 
took  about  an  hundred  prifoners. 
The  Ruffians  mutt  alfo  have  re¬ 
tired  in  good  order,  becaufe  the 
night,  it  is  faid,  furprifed  both 
armies  in  the  prefence  of  each 
other. 

As  foon  as  it  was  light  the  next 
morning,  Lafalle  fcoured  the  plain 
with  his  huflars,  and  was  oppofed 
by  a  regiment  of  Coflacks  and  dra¬ 
goons.  Murat  formed  his  cavalry 
to  reconnoitre  the  Ruffians,  and  a 
brifk  cannonade  commenced  on  both 
fides  ;  but  he  foon  afcertained  that 
they  had  availed  themfelves  of  the 
night  to  retreat  farther,  having 
left  only  the  rear  guards  of  the 
divifions  of  their  army.  Thefe 
were  hotly  purfued  for  the  fpace  of 
fifteen  miles,  but  they  maintained 
the  fight  moft  gallantly  as  they  re¬ 
tired.  The  French  bulletins  ob- 
ferve  that  the  oppofing  cavalry 
were  feveral  times  defeated,  but 
that  the  difficulties  of  a  moun- 
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tainous  country  impeded  the  efforts 
of  their  own.  The  country  mutt  have 
been  as  unfavourable  to  one  party 
as  the  other ;  and  therefore  there 
is  as  good  reafon  to  believe,  that 
the  French  cavalry  by  no  means 
made  a  brilliant  figure  on  this  day. 
In  the  evening  the  French  van* 
guard  arrived  at  Deppen.  Early- 
on  the  5th  the  army  again  moved 
forward.  Buonaparte  received  in¬ 
telligence  at  Deppen  that  the  co¬ 
lumn  of  Pruffians  under  Leftocq, 
which  was  greatly  committed  by 
Bennigfen's  retreat,  had  not  patted 
the  Alle,  while  the  main  body  of 
the  Ruffians  retrograded  by  the 
roads  of  Arenfdorf  and  Landffierg. 
He  therefore  dire&ed  Murat,  Soulr, 
and  Davouft  to  follow  the  latter 
in  that  direHion,  and  Ney  to  crofs 
the  Alle  to  intercept  Lettocq's  corps, 
which  foon  afterwards  approach¬ 
ed  Deppen.  Finding  themfelves 
critically  fituated,  the  advanced 
guard  of  the  Pruffians  attempted  to 
pierce  through  the  French  ranks, 
but  numbers  of  them  periffied  00 
the  bayonets  of  their  enemies* 
The  other  divifions  of  the  column, 
feeing  the  fate  of  their  comrades, 
contented  themfelves  with  endea¬ 
vouring  to  foil  the  enemy,  and 
continued  their  retreat  to  Huf- 
fehnen.  While  Ney  was  thus  em¬ 
ployed,  Murat  came  upwithabody 
of  eight  or  nine  thoufand  Ruffian 
cavalry  on  the  heights  of  Waterf- 
dorf,  which,  after  feveral  charges, 
retired  before  him. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th  the 
French  were  ftill  in  purfuit  of  the 
Ruffians,  Murat  with  the  cavalry, 
and  Soult  with  his  corps,  took  the 
road  to  Landfberg,  Davouft  that 
of  Heilfburg,  and  Ney  marched 
upon  Wormditt  to  prevent  the 
efcape  of  the  Pruffians,  if  poffible. 
-F*  4]  ,  Whe« 
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When  Murat  came  to  Glandau,  he  aflailed  the  extremity  of  their  left 


perceived  the  rear-guard  of  the 
Ruffians  compofed  of  twelve  bat¬ 
talions*  fuftained  by  feveral  lines 
of  cavalry,  on  the  heights  before 
Landfberg.  After  different  at¬ 
tacks  on  the  right  and  left,  the 
Ruffians  were  thrown  into  confu- 
fion,  and  loft  fome  part  of  their 
artillery,  with  a  conliderable  num¬ 
ber  of  officers.  The  main  body 
advanced  to  fupport  the  rear- guard, 
but  Soult  having  taken  the  village 
of  Hoff,  the  Ruffians  fent  ten  bat¬ 
talions  to  recover  it ;  whether 
they  fucceeded  or  not  does  not  ap¬ 
pear,  but  a  part  of  both  armies 
remained  facing  each  other,  while 
the  main  body  of  the  Ruffians  filed 
off.  After  this  affair  at  Hoff,  the 
French  on  the  7  th  puffied  on  to 
Eylau,  behind  which  town  the 
Ruffians  were  polled  in  order  of 
battle.  General  Bennigfen  had 
determined  to  come  to  an  engage¬ 
ment  at  this  place,  in  order  to  fave 
Kcenigffiurg;  and  he  had  there¬ 
fore  directed  general  Leftocq  to 
march  from  Huffehnen,  and  fla- 
tion  his  corps  by  the  village  of 
Althorff,  on  the  right  wing  of  the 
Ruffian  army.  Leftocq  had  a 
mo  ft  arduous  duty  to  perform,  for 
he  had  during  his  progrefs  to  keep 
the  divifions  of  Ney  in  check,  and 
arrive,  by  a  very  circuitous  route, 
©n  the  field  by  one.  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  8th.  There  is  a 
little  fiat  eminence  about  a  Quarter 

i. 

©f  a  league  from  Eylau,  which  it 
was  neceffary  for  Buonaparte  to 
fecure  in  order  that  the  French 
might  deploy  on  the  plain.  This 
fpot  was  defended  by  three  Ruffian 
regiments,  and  Soult  ordered  two 
regiments  to  parry  the  place.  The 
latter  had  nearly  accomplifiied  their 
j^rpofe,  when  a  column  of  cavalry 

‘  1  '  4 


wing,  and  threw  one  of  the  bat¬ 
talions  of  it  into  diforder,  but  the 
dragoons  of  general  Klein  came  up 
to  their  fupport.  The  Pvuffians, 
however  remained  mailers  of  the 
pofition.  They  were  not  equally 
fortunate  in  the  town  of  Eylau, 
where  they  had  placed  feveral  re¬ 
giments  to  defend  the  church,  and 
the  cemetery  belonging  to  it.  Af¬ 
ter  the  moil  obftinate  reiiftance, 
and  a  conteft  which  was  on  both 
fides  very  deftru&ive,  they  were 
driven  from  both  at  ten  o’clock  at 
night.  This  evening  Buonaparte 
detached  the  corps  of  Davouft  to 
make  a  detour  round  Eylau,  and  fall 
on  the  left  flank  of  the  Ruffians,  if 
they  did  not  change  their  pofition, 
while  Ney  was  ordered  to  execute 
the  fame  manoeuvre  on  their  right, 
as  well  as  to  harafs  Leftocq  in  his 
march.  The  next  morning  the 
Ruffians  commenced  an  attack  on 
Eylau,  and  the  church,  which  had 
been  fo  ardently  difputed  the  day 
before,  with  a  briflc  cannonade, 
Buonaparte  ordered  the  corps  of 
Augereau  to  advance  to  check  the 
affiailants  ;  and  as  it  was  neceffary 
to  poffefs  the  flat  eminence,  before 
all  the  French  troops  could  aft 
with  advantage,  he  directed  forty 
pieces  of  artillery  belonging  to 
the  imperial  guard,  to  fweep  the 
furface  of  it.  A  horrible  canno¬ 
nade  from  both  parties  enfued. 
The  Ruffians  and  French  being  at 
no  great  diftance  from  each  other, 
almoft  every  ball  took  effefi.  At 
one  time  the  former,  impatient  of 
fuffering  fo  much,  were  difpofed  to 
bear  upon  the  left  wing  of  the 
French;  but  at  this  moment  the 
lharp- (hooters,  part  of  the  divi¬ 
fions  of  Davouft,  made  their  ap¬ 
pearance  in  the  Ruffian  rear,  and 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [9 

Augereau’s  corps  deployed  to  affail  which  the  Ruffians  derived  from 
their  centre,  which  thus  dividing  the  wood.  At  this  momentous 
their  attention,  prevented  them  crifis,  general  Leftocq,  whofe  ap« 


from  falling  on  Davouft’s  batta¬ 
lions  with  their  whole  force.  The 
divifion  of  St.  Hilaire  now  opened 
out  on  the  right.  It  being  ex¬ 
pedient  for  Augereau  and  Saint 
Hilaire  to  manoeuvre,  in  order  to 
form  a  jun&ion  with  Davouft, 
they  made  their  difpofitions  ac¬ 
cordingly  ;  but  were  impeded  by 
a  fall  of  fnow,  fo  thick  that  it 
was  impoffible  for  the  men  to  dif- 
tinguilh  any  objedt  at  the  didance 
of  two  paces.  While  it  laded, 
the  point  of  direction  was  loft  ; 
and  the  columns,  turning  too  much 
to  the  left,  wandered  in  a  date  of 
uncertainty.  This  perplexing  ob- 
fcurity  continued  for  half  an  hour  ; 
when  the  weather  clearing  up, 
Murat  at  the  head  of  the  cavalry, 
fuppprted  by  Beffieres  with  the 
imperial  guard,  made  a  circuit  of 
Saint  Hilaire’s  divifion,  and  fell 
upon  the  main  body  of  the  Ruf¬ 
fians,  This  is  defcribed  in  the 
French  bulletins  as  a  bold  and  for¬ 
tunate  manoeuvre,  which  was  ren¬ 
dered  neceflary  by  the  circum* 
dances,  in  which  their  columns 
were  placed ;  it  may  therefore  be 
prefumed,  that  the  corps  of  Auge¬ 
reau,  and  the  divifion  of  Saint 
Hilaire,  were  in  extreme  danger 
of  being  cut  off.  The  Ruffian  ca¬ 
valry  oppofed  to  the  French,  when 
Murat  made  his  charge,  was  en¬ 
tirely  routed.  The  mafiacre  was 
dreadful.  Two  lines  of  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  infantry  were  alio  broken  ; 
and  the  third  fupported  itfelf  by 
falling  back  on  a  wood.  The 
victory  would,  it  is  find,  have 
been  decided  by  Murat's  exploit, 
_,had  it  not  been  for  the  difficulty 
Of  ground,  and  the  advantage 


proach  had  been  long  expedfed,  en¬ 
tered  the  field  by  the  village  of 
AlthorfF ;  where  a  battalion  of 
grenadiers  and  fome  Coflacks  were 
left  to  check  the  progrefs  of  mar* 
fhal  Hey.  Leftocq  proceeded  by 
the  left  of  the  enemy’s  army,  to 
which  his  right  flank  was  expofed, 
palled  the  Ruffian  right,  rapidly 
moved  in  three  columns  along  the 
open  trad  in  its  rear,  and  advanced 
on  the  village  of  Kutschitten,  al¬ 
ready  occupied  by  the  French, 
which  he  carried  with  great 
daughter.  One  eagle  was  taken, 
and  three  guns,  that  had  been 
abandoned  in  the  retreat  of  the 
Ruffian  left  wing,  were  recovered 
by  the  Ruffian  regiment  of  Wy  burgs 
This  fervice  being  achieved,  ge¬ 
neral  Leftocq  formed  his  corps  iii 
two  lines,  and  ruihed  again  ft  the 
French  in  a  wood  between  Anklap- 
pen  and  Lampafch.  The  Pruffians 
did  not  fire  a  fhot,  until  they  were 
within  a  few  paces  of  the  enemy, 
when  a  furious  adion  with  artil¬ 
lery  and  mufquetry  commenced. 
The  Pruffian  guns,  having  an  ad¬ 
vantageous  pofition,  overwhelmed 
the  fire  of  the  French  cannon  ;  and 
the  infantry,  being  at  length  lefs 
expofed  than  the  enemy,  in  confe- 
quence  of  fome  broken  ground,  oc- 
calioned  fuch  carnage  amongft  the 
French,  that  they  abandoned  that 
part  of  the  field,  and  left  behind 
them  between  three  and  four  thou- 
fand  killed  or  wounded.  The 
Pruffians,  who  had  till  this  mo¬ 
ment  had  preferved  the  molt  regular 
line,  now  moved  forwards,  and 
chafed  the  enemy  through  the 
foreft  towards  Saufgarten,  until 

night  arrefted  their  victorious  ca- 
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reer.  The  condudl  of  the  Pruffians 
merited  the  higheft  praife,  when  it 
is  confide-red  that  they  had  been 
inarching  and  fighting,  without 
sntermiffion,  fince  three  o’clock  in 
the  morning. 

The  Ruffian  left  had  alfo  rallied, 
tinder  the  protection  of  the  flying 
artillery  judicioufly  ported,  and 
the  divifions,  being  formed,  re- 
advanced,  drove  the  enemy  back  as 
rapidly  as  they  had  proceeded  ;  and 
by  a  bold  attack  of  cavalry,  which 
deft  roved  an  entire  column,  dif- 
perfed  them  in  the  greateft  difor- 
der.  The  night  now  clofed  in 
darkly,  and  only  an  occafional 
fhot  or  fhell  was  fired  from  the 
heights  above  Eylau  ;  but  as  mar- 
ilial  Ney  had  driven  thePrufiian  bat¬ 
talion  and  the  Coffacks  from  Al- 
thorff,  and  taken  pofteffion  of  Schlo- 
ditten,  which  port  menaced  the  com¬ 
munication  with  Koenigfburg,  Ben- 
nigfen  ordered  a  divifion,  under  ge¬ 
neral  Kaminfki,  to  ftorm  it.  This 
command  was  executed  about  ten  at 
night,  with  irreftftible  ardour,  and 
the  huzzas  of  the  charging  troops 
being  heard  at  Eylau,  the  enemy 
fuppofed  that  a  general  attack 
would  be  renewed ;  for  which 
Buonaparte  found  his  army  fo 
little  prepared,  that  he  fent  off  his 
heavy  artillery  and  baggage  to 
Landfberg,  and  withdrew'  his 
troops  to  the  heights  immediately 
in  front  of  the  woods. 

About  eleven  o’clock  the 
Ruffian  generals  affembled,  when 
Remnigfen  informed  the  circle,  that 
he  was  determined  to  fall  back  on 
Kcenigfburg ;  and  at  midnight 
the  array  commenced  its  move¬ 
ments.  The  divifion  of  count 
Oiler  man,  from  fome  error  re- 
fpefting  his  orders  to  retreat,  did 
not  move  from  its  ground  till 


nine  o’clock  the  next  morning, 
and  it  quietly  traverfed  the  field  of 
battle  immediately  in  front  of  Ey¬ 
lau,  from  right  to  left  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  porttion,  without  being  fired 
upon  by  a  fingle  mufket.  The 
French  however  afterwards  follow¬ 
ed  the  Ruffians  to  the  little  river 
Frifcheling,  where  the  purfuit  end¬ 
ed  ;  and  the  latter  retired  behind 
the  Pregel. 

The  battle  of  Eylau  Iafted  for 
twelve  hours,  and  a  cannonade  from 
three  hundred  pieces  of  artillery, 
including  that  of  both  parties,  never 
ceafed  during  the  whole  time.  The 
French,  who  defcribe  themfelves  as 
conquerors,  loft,  according  to  their 
own  account,  one  thoufand  nine 
hundred  killed,  and  five  thoufand 
feven  hundred  wounded,  one  thou¬ 
fand  of  whom  were  fo  ferioufly  in¬ 
jured,  as  to  be  for  ever  unfit  for 
fervice.  Marfhal  Augereau,  and 
generals  Defjardins,  Hendelet, 
Lochet,  and  Hautpoul  were 
amongft  the  wounded ;  the  laft 
defperately,  and  he  foon  afterward# 
died.  General  Corbineau  was 
killed  by  a  cannonball,  and  feveral 
colonels  alfo  perifhed  in  the  en¬ 
gagement  ;  in  which  it  is  confeffed 
that  one  of  the  battalions  of  the 
i  8th  reg!ment  loft  its  eagle. 

General  Bennigfen  on  the  other 
hand  claimed  the  victory  on  this 
important  day.  He  not  only  fent 
a  difpatch  to  his  fovereign,  affirm¬ 
ing  that  he  had  completely  repulfed 
the  French,  taken  a  thoufand  pri- 
foners,  and  twelve  ftandards,  which 
he  mentioned  that  he  had  fent  as 
as  trophies  to  the  Ruffian  emperor; 
but  afterwards  in  his  journal  of 
tranfa&ions  increafed  the  ftatement 
of  the  prifoners,  and  made  them 
amount  to  fifteen  hundred,  com- 
prifing  thirty  officers ;  and  added 
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that  lie  had  captured  twenty  pieces 
©f  cannon.  He  admitted  that  his 
own  lofs  exceeded  fix  thoufand 
i-nen ;  but  eftimated  that  of  the 
French  at  twelve  thoufand  rank 
and  file.  It  is  alfo  remarkable 
that  in  the  Ruffian  official  ac¬ 
count  of  the  battle  of  Eylau, 
figned  by  himfelf,  he  confeffied  his 
lofs  to  have  been  twelve  thoufand 
killed,  and  feven  thoufand  nine 
hundred  wounded  ;  while  he  cal¬ 
culated  that  of  the  French  at  twen¬ 
ty  thoufand  killed  and  thirty  thou¬ 
fand  wounded.  This  laft  ftate- 
ment,  as  far  as  regards  the  Ruf¬ 
fians,  is  corroborated  by  fir  Robert 
Wilfon,  who  was  attached  to  the 
embaffy  of  lord  Hutchinfon.  Sir 
Robert  acknowledged  the  lofs  of 
the  Ruffians  in  the  battle  of  Eylau 
to  be  twenty  thoufand  nrgn  ;  and 
thought  that  the  French  fuffered 
nearly  in  the  fame  proportion  ;  and 
there  appears  every  reafon  to  fup- 
pofe  that  his  opinion  was  corretfi. 

Though  general  Bennigfen  ap¬ 
pears  really  to  have  repulfed  the 
French,  he  certainly  did  not  think 
that  he  could  maintain  his  ground, 
and  he  abandoned  many  of  his 
wounded,  not  only  on  the  field, 
but  in  the  different  villages, 
through  which  he  paffed.  Fie  ac¬ 
counted  for  this  retrogade  movement 
in  the  following  manner  :  (S  As 
the  occupation  of  the  town  of 
Pruffian  Eylau,  in  front  of  the  field 
of  battle,  formed  no  part  of  gene¬ 
ral  Bennigfen’s  plan,  and  as  the 
army  after  fo  much  fatigue  had 
need  of  refi,  and  was  alfo  in  want 
of  warlike  fiores,  the  commander 
in-chief  intrenched  himfelf  in  the 
environs  of  Mulhaufen,  eftablifhed 
fiis  head  quarters  at  Kqenigfburg, 
and  left  lieutenant  general  Platoff, 
who  arrived  two  days  after  the 
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battle-  with  fifteen  thoufand  Cof- 
facks,  to  harafs  the  enemy  in  their 
retreat/*  It  is  curious  to  contrail 
this  extradl  with  a  paffage  in  the 
6oth  French  bulletin.  i(  After 
the  battle  of  Eylau,  the  enemy  ral¬ 
lied  behind  the  Pregel.  There 
was  a  hope  of  forcing  him  in  this 
pofition,  if  the  river  had  remained 
frozen ;  but  the  thaw  continues, 
and  this  river  is  a  barrier,  beyond 
which  the  French  army  has  no  «$r- 
terefi  in  palling.”  Then  it  may  be 
demanded,  if  the  French  army  had 
no  intereft  in  eroding  the  river,  why 
was  a  hope  conceived  of  forcing 
the  Ruffians  on  the  other  fide  of  it? 
But,  to  pafs  over  this  minor  con¬ 
tradiction  of  one  party  with  what 
he  had  previoufiy  afferted,  it  is 
evident  that,  though  it  might  not 
be  any  part  of  general  Bennigfen** 
plan  to  occupy  the  town  of  Pruffian 
Eylau,  it  was  certainly  his  original 
intention  to  crofs  the  Viftula, 
as  much  as  it  was  Buonaparte’s  de- 
fign,  in  the  firft  infiance,  to  fur- 
prise  Koeniglhurg  ;  and  afterwards 
to  cut  off  the  Ruffian  army  from 
their  frontiers.  It  is  afeertained 
befides,  by  a  letter  which  Berthier 
wrote  to  Jofephine  Buonaparte  in 
a  moment  of  exultation,'  that  the 
French,  previoufiy  to  the  battle, 
confidently  expeCted  to  enter 
Kcenigfburg.  To  conceal  difaf- 
ters  and  magnify  thofe  of  an  ene¬ 
my,  as  well  as  to  exaggerate  fuc- 
cefs  and  diminifh  that  of  an  oppo¬ 
nent,  may  be  good  policy  ;  but  it 
can  anfwer  no  purpofe  to  make  re- 
prefentations,  which,  from  their 
very  abfurdity,  are  fo  eafily  de¬ 
tected,  and  rauft  draw  on  the  au¬ 
thors  of  them  the  contempt  and  ri¬ 
dicule  of  the  moft  phlegmatic. 
'1  he  battle  of  Eylau  clifappointed 
the  projects- both  of  Bennigfen  and 
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Buonaparte  ;  it  was  equally  a  fe- 
vere  check  to  the  one  and  the 
other,  though  each  of  them  might 
claim  the  merit  of  foiling  the  ori¬ 
ginal  views  of  his  ad  verfary.  The 
French  indeed  performed  all  the 
offices  of  conquerors.  They  re¬ 
mained  for  fome  days  on  the  field 
of  battle,  they  took  care  of  the 
Ruffian  wounded,  and  they  buried 
the  dead  of  their  enemies;  but 
thefe  circumflances  do  not  prove 
that  the  engagement  was  ultimately 
advantageous  to  them,  and  in 
fadl  their  relative  fituation  was 
not  improved  by  it  in  the  leafl 
degree. 

The  plain  near  Eylau  offered  a 
hideous  fpe&acle  for  fome  days  af¬ 
ter  the  conflict.  On  the  fpace  of 
a  fquare  league  there  lay  nine 
or  ten  thoufand  dead  bodies  *, 
between  four  and  five  thoufand 
horfes,  lines  of  Ruffian  knapfacks, 
and  the  remains  of  broken  mufkets 
and  fabres  ;  the  place  was  covered 
with  cannon-balls,  howitzers,  and 
ammunition  ;  and  there  appeared 
four  and  twenty  pieces  of  cannon, 
by  the  fide  of  which  were  the  car- 
caffes  of  the  drivers,  who  had  been 
killed  in  the  ad.  of  retreating.  All 
thefe  (hocking  circumflances  had 
a  mor  prominent  effed  on  the  eye, 
as  the  ground  was  covered  with 
fnow.  This  fcene  of  horror,  adds 
the  hypocritical  language  of  the 
French  bulletin,  was  calculated 
to  infpire  princes  with  a  love  of 
peace  and  a  detellarion  of  war.  To 
inter  the  dead  and  remove  the 
wounded  required  much  time  and 
labour,  and  even  eight  and  forty 
hours  after  the  battle,  there  were 
five  hundred  wounded  Ruffians, 
writhing  with  the  agony  of  their 


fuffe rings,  which  were  increased  by 
the  intenfe  cold,  whom  the  French 
had  not  been  yet  able  to  carry  off. 
Thefe  unhappy  beings  were  re- 
frefhed  with  bread  and  brandy,  un¬ 
til  they  could  be  conveyed  to  the 
train  of  carriages,  provided  to 
tranfport  the  difabied  to  the  hofpi- 
tals.  The  French  fent  their  own 
wounded  to  Thorn,  and  the  left 
bank  of  the  Vilhila.  The  fur- 
geons  at  thefe  places,  it  is  fa  id, 
obferved,  with  aftonifhment,  that 
the  fatigue  of  the  conveyance  did 
no  injury  to  their  patients  thus  re¬ 
moved.  From  Pruffian  Eylau  to 
Thorn  is  above  an  hundred  miles  ; 
and  to  affert  that  men  with  lace¬ 
rated  limbs,  or  ©therwife  grievoufly 
afflicted,  did  not  fuffer  the  mofl  fe- 
rious  injury  during  the  progrefs 
over  bad  roads,  to  throw  the  delay 
in  applying  the  neceffary  remedies 
out  of  the  queflion,  is  an  infult  to 
common  fenfe. 

After  general  Bennigfen  had  en¬ 
tered  the  province  of  old  Pruffia, 
with  the  hope  of  being  able  to  turn 
the  left  of  the  French  army,  lieu¬ 
tenant  general  von  Effen  repaired  to 
Wyfonic-— Macowick,  and  he  at 
firil  thought  it  fufficient  to  watch 
the  corps,  that  was  fent  to  obferve 
his  motions,  and  keep  it  in  check  ; 
but  although  it  was  at  leafl  eaual 
to  his  own  in  number,  and  occu¬ 
pied  a  very  advantageous  pefition, 
interfered  by  moraffes  and  woods, 
he  neverthelefs  frequently  ha  raffed 
it,  by  fending  out  large  detachments 
to  attack  it,  and  in  all  the  engage¬ 
ments  he  obtained  important  ad¬ 
vantages  and  took  many  prifoners. 
When  it  was  known  that  Buona- 
part  had  quitted  Warfaw,  and 
that  he  was  advancing  with  a  fu- 
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p&rior  Force  againft  Bennigfen,  lieu¬ 
tenant  general  von  Efien,  in  order 
to  make  a  diveffion  in  favour  of  the 
grand  army,  attacked  the  enemy 
immediately  oppofed  to  him  on  the 
3d  of  February  on  the  whole  length 
of  his  line,  overthew  him  at  all 
points  and  repulfed  generals  Sav ary, 
Suchet,  and  Becker  as  far  as  the 
Narew.  This  battle  however,  as 
it  has  been  feen,  did  not  prevent 
Buonaparte  from  following  general 
Bennigfen.  VonEffen  feems  to  have 
remained  ina&ive  till  the  1  $th, 
when,  putting  himf  lf  at  the  head 
of  twenty-five  thoufand  men,  he 
marched  upon  Oftrolenka,  dire&ing 
his  courfe  on  both  banks  of  the 
Narew.  As  foon  as  the  Ruffians 
came  to  the  village  of  Flacies-La- 
wowa,  they  fell  in  with  the  van¬ 
guard  of  general  Savary,  who 
commanded  the  fifth  corps  of  the 
French,  by  whom  they  were  af- 
failed  at  nine  o’clock  the  next 
morning  on  the  road  to  Nowogrod 
and  defeated  ;  but  the  Ruffians, 
who  proceeded  along  the  left 
bank  of  the  river,  continued  their 
route  to  Oftrolenka,  the  defence  of 
which  was  entrufted  to  generals 
Campana  and  Ruffin,  with  one 
brigade  of  the  divifion  of  Oudinot, 
and  another  belonging  to  that  of  Ga¬ 
zan.  The  Ruffian  infantry  in  fe- 
veral  columns  were  defirous  of  car¬ 
rying  the  town,  and  they  were 
permitted  to  enter  it  and  approach 
to  the  diftance  of  half  a  ftreet’s 
length  to  the  French,  when  they 
were  charged  and  repulfed  ;  but  as 
they  rallied,  the  manoeuvre  was  re¬ 
peated  with  the  fame  fuccefs.  A 
third  ftruggle  enfued,  which  ended 
in  the  difeomfiture  of  the  Ruffians, 
who  left  the  ftreets  covered  with 
their  dead  ;  and  their  lofs  was  fo 
great  that  they  were  compelled  to 
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abandon  Oftrolenka,  and  take  poll 
behind  the  fand-hills  in  the  envi¬ 
rons.  In  the  mean  time  the  divi- 
fions  of  generals  Suchet  and  Oudi. 
not  were  coming  up,  and  at  mid¬ 
day  the  heads  of  their  columns  ap¬ 
peared  before  Oftrolenka.  Savary 
then  drew  up  the  French  with  Ou¬ 
dinot  on  his  right,  Suchet  in  the 
centre,  and  Reille  on  his  left. 
Covering  himfelf  with  all  his  ar¬ 
tillery,  he  attacked  the  Ruffians* 
while  Oudinot  at  the  head  of  the 
cavalry  made  a  fuccefsful  charge* 
and  cut  the  Coffacks  of  the  rear¬ 
guard  of  the  Ruffians  in  pieces. 
The  conteft  was  fiercely  main¬ 
tained  on  both  fides  ;  but  at  length 
the  Ruffian  lines  gave  way,  though 
they  maintained  a  running  fight 
for  three  leagues.  In  this  affair 
the  Ruffians  loft  general  Suwaroff 
and  feveral  other  officers,  one 
thoufand  three  hundred  killed,  and 
one  thoufand  two  hundred  wound¬ 
ed,  who  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
French.  The  latter,  according  to 
their  ufual  cuftom,  deferibe  their 
lofs  to  be  fo  fmail,  that  the  ftate- 
ment  is  unworthy  of  credibility  ; 
for  it  is  mentioned  to  have  been 
fixty  killed,  and  four  or  five  hun¬ 
dred  wounded  ;  but  they  had  to 
lament  the  death  of  brigadier-gene¬ 
ral  Campana,  whom  they  celebra¬ 
ted  as  an  officer  of  high  merit  and 
promife,  as  well  as  a  great  fa¬ 
vourite  of  Buonaparte,  who  was 
much  afEidfted  at  the  event. 

After  the  battle  of  Eyiau,  Bug- 
naparte  made  fome  proposals  of  a 
pacificatory  tendency  to  general 
Bennigfen  ;  but  that  commander, 
with  a  happy  imitation  of  the 
French  ruler's  ftyle,  is  reported  to 
have  replied  u  that  he  came  to 
fight  and  not  to  negotiate.’'  Buo¬ 
naparte  at  the  fame  time  fent 

general. 
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general  Bertrand  with  the  like 
view  to  the  king  of  Pruffia  at 
Memel ;  but  he  returned  from 
thence  the  next  day  with  a  deter¬ 
mined  refufal  to  the  overture. 
The  French  chief  therefore  pre¬ 
pared  to  put  his  army  into  can¬ 
tonments.  Oft  the  1 6th  of  Feb¬ 
ruary  lie  publifhed  an  add  refs  to 
his  foldiers,  in  which  he  affected  to 
convey  a  perfuafion,  that  he  had 
accomplifhed  every  purpofe  which 
called  him  from  Warfaw,  and  thus 
attempted  to  afford  a  pretext  for 
not  advancing  to  Kcenigfburg,  by 
the  following  artful  and  boafling 
language.-— <c  Soldiers,  we  had  be* 
gun  to  take  fome  repofe  in  our 
winter  quarters,  when  the  enemy 
attacked  our  firft  corps,  and  fhowed 
Bimfelf  on  the  Viflula.  We  have 
marched  againft  him.  We  have 
followed  him  fvvord  in  hand  over 
the  fpace  of  twenty  leagues.  He 
has  taken  refuge  behind  the  ram¬ 
parts  of  his  fortified  places,  and  re¬ 
paired  the  PregeL  In  the  engage¬ 
ments  at  Bergfried,  Deppen,  Hoff, 
and  in  the  battle  of  Eylau,  we 
have  taken  from  him  fixty  five 
pieces  of  cannon  and  fixteen  flan- 
dards  ;  and  have  killed,  wounded, 
or  taken  prifoners,  more  than  forty 
thoufand  men.  The  brave  men  on 
our  fide,  who  have  remained  on  the 
field  of  honour,  have  died  a  glo¬ 
rious  death  ;  it  is  the  death  of  true 
foldiers.  Their  families  will  have 
perpetual  claims  on  our  folicitude 
and  beneficence.  Having  thus 
fruflrated  all  the  projedls  of  the 
enemy,  we  are  about  to  return  to 
the  Viflula,  and  again  enter  our 
cantonments.  He  who  (hall  dare 
to  moleft  our  repofe  will  have  caufe 
for  repentance  ;  for  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Viflula,  as  beyond  the 
Danube,  in  the  midfl;  of  the  frofls 


of  winter,  or  at  the  beginning  of 
autumn,  we  fhall  always  be  French 
foldiers,  and  French  foldiers  of  the? 
grand  army  [’* 

On  the  17th  the  French  army 
began  to  retreat,  and  was  thusdifh 
tributed  behind  the  Paffarge* 
Bernadotte  with  his  corps  occur- 
pied  Holland  and  Braunfberg  % 
Soult  Liebfladt  and  Mohrungen  ; 
Ney  Gutftadt;  Davoufl  Allenfieiny 
Hohenftein  and  Deppen.  A  corps 
of  obfervation  confifting  of  Poles,* 
under  general  Zayoncbek,  was  at 
Niedenburg ;  Lefebvre  was  be- 
fieging  Dantzic ;  the  5th  corps 
was  on  the  OmulefF ;  and  the  8th 
which  a£led  as  a  corps  of  obferva¬ 
tion  was  in  Swedifli  Pomerania,, 
Jerome  Buonaparte  was  ftill  em¬ 
ployed  in  reducing  the  fortreffes  of 
Silefia  ;  and  a  divifion  of  Bava«. 
rians,  commanded  by  the  prince 
royal,  was  at  Warfaw  on  its  march 
to  join  the  grand  army.  The 
head  quarters  were  at  Oflerode* 
Bridges  were  thrown  over  the  No- 
gat  and  the  Viflula  at  Marten- 
burg  and  Dirchau,  in  order  to 
eitablifh  a  free  communication  with 
the  troops  before  Dantzic.  The 
fortifications  round  Praga,  Sierock, 
Modlin,  Thorn,  and  Marienburg, 
were  repaired,  and  put  into  a  (late 
of  defence  ;  and  tetes-de-pont  were 
thrown  up  at  all  thefe  places  to 
fecure  the  means  of  retreat  if  ne- 
ceffary.  The  French  army  in  its 
cantonments  drew  its  provifions 
partly  from  the  cities  of  Elbing 
and  Braunfburg,  and  partly  from 
the  fertile  ifle  of  Nogat,  a  diflrift 
lying  between  the  river  of  the  fame 
name  and  the  Viflula. 

When  general  Bennigfen  re¬ 
treated  behind  the  Pregel,  he  by 
no  means  gave  up  offenfive  opera¬ 
tions  }  for  he  continued  to  harafs 

the 
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the  French  outpofts,  and  perpe¬ 
tually  annoyed  them  by  the  ac¬ 
tivity  of  the  troops  under  his 
command.  On  the  21ft  of  Feb¬ 
ruary  general  Platoff,  at  the  head 
of  his  CoiTacks,  advanced  towards 
the  environs  of  Liebftadt,  took 
feveral  hundred  prifoners,  four  of¬ 
ficers,  a  number  of  baggage  wag¬ 
gons,  and  made  himfelf  mafter  of 
a  conliderable  quantity  of  forage 
and  provifions.  He  alfo  liberated 
a  detachment  of  nearly  two  thou- 
fand  Ruffian  and  Pruffian  prifoners, 
who  were  on  their  route  to  War- 
faw,  after  having  killed  or  taken 
fome  hundreds  of  horfe  chaffeurs, 
who  were  efcorting  them.  A 
Ruffian  column  arrived  on  the  night 
of  the  24th  at  Peterfwalde  near 
Gutftadt,  but  general  Leger-Belair 
attacked  it  the  next  morning,  de¬ 
feated  it,  took  general  baron  de 
Korff,  the  commander,  feveral 
lieutenant- colonels  and  officers,  and 
four  hundred  men,  prifoners.  On 
the  26th  general  Leftocq,  having 
received  a  reinforcement,  which 
augmented  the  number  of  the 
Pruffian  corps  to  ten  thoufand 
men,  ordered  a  divifion  under 
general  Plotz  to  march  upon 
Eraunlherg,  at  the  extreme  point 
of  the  enemy's  cantonments,  and 
Plotz  confequently  took  poffieffion 
of  the  town.  When  Buonaparte 
was  acquainted  with  this  circum- 
ftance,  he  dire&ed  Bernadotte 
to  concert  me  a  fu  res  for  the 
fecurity  of  his  lines.  Bernadotte 
committed  the  care  of  retraining 
the  advance  of  the  Pruffians  to 
general  Dupont,  who  proceeded  at 
the  head  of  two  columns  to  attack 
them.  General  Bruyere,  with  the 
right  column  of  the  French,  fell 
h\  with  the  Pruffians  at  Ragern, 


and  drove  them  acrofs  the  river  run* 
ning  in  front  of  the  village,  while 
the  left  column,  under  Dupont  him¬ 
felf,  affailed  them  at  Villenberg. 
The  Pruffians  abandoned  their 
firft  polition,  and  fell  back  on  the 
Palfarge,  when  an  obftinate  a&ior? 
commenced  ;  but  they  were  routed 
by  a  charge  Gf  the  bayonet,  and  pre¬ 
cipitately  retired  through  the  town 
of  Braunfberg,  followed  by  the 
enemy.  The  French  Hated  the 
corps  oppofed  to  them  to  have  been 
part  of  the  Ruffian  army  ;  but,  on 
comparing  the  bulletins  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  parties,  it  is  evident  that 
the  divifion  confifted  of  Pruffians- 
They  alfo  pretend  that  they  took 
fixteen  pieces  of  cannon,  two 
ftandards,  and  two  thoufand  pri¬ 
foners,  in  this  affair.  They  have 
probably  much  exaggerated  their 
fuccefs,  and  they  certainly  did  not 
purfue  the  vanquifhed  to  any  great 
diftance ;  for  general  Leftocq 
maintained  his  ftation  from  the 
Frifche  Haff  to  Muhlfack,  with 
the  Paffarge  in  his  front,  and 
therefore  continued  within  five 
miles  of  the  French  pofts. 

On  the  1  ft  of  March  the  Ruffians 
pulhed  detached  parties  all  along 
the  right  bank  of  the  Paffarge. 
Buonaparte  therefore  ordered 
marshals  Ney  and  Soult  to  recon¬ 
noitre  and  repulfe  them.  Ney 
marched  upon  Gutftadt,  and  Souk 
crofted  the  Paffarge  at  Wormditt ; 
but  the  Ruffians  immediately  re¬ 
tired  in  the  dirc&ion  of  Keenigf- 
burg.  Perceiving  however  that 
the  French  were  no  longer  in  mo¬ 
tion,  two  regiments  of  Ruffian 
grenadiers  beat  up  the  quarters  of 
their  enemies,  during  the  night,  at 
Zechero  ;  but  were  driven  back 
with  fome  lofs,  Several  other  af¬ 
fairs 
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fairs  of  outpofts  and  fkirmilhes 
took  place  with  various  fuccefs,  in 
purfuance  of  the  plan  adopted  by 
the  Ruffians  to  give  the  French  no 
reft,  and  annoy  them  by  every 
means  in  their  power.  After  thefe 
enterprifes  the  Ruffian  army  was 
concentrated  at  Bartenftein  and 
Landlberg,  two  towns  about 
thirty  miles  to  the  fouth  of 
Koenigfburg  ;  and  the  Pruffians  ftill 
occupied  the  line  already  mentioned. 

In  order  to  prove,  at  lead  by 
Implication*  that  a  feries  of  fuc- 


cefies  had  attended  the  French  army, 
fince  it  had  croffed  the  Viftula, 
Buonaparte  was  careful  to  publifti 
an  account  of  the  cannon,  which 
had  been  taken  in  the  various  ac= 
tions.  Thefe  were  made  to  amount 
to  one  hundred  and  feventy-five 
pieces  altogether  :  viz.  at  Pultulk 
and  Golomyn  eighty  nine  ;  at 
Bergfried  four  ;  in  the  retreat  from 
Allenftein  five ;  at  Deppen  fix- 
teen  ;  at  Hoff  twelve  ;  at  Eylau 
twenty-four;  at  Braunlberg  fix- 
teen  ;  and  at  Oftrolenka  nine. 


CHAP.  II. 

Exertions  of  the  belligerents  to  recruit  their  forces .  Buonaparte  orders  n 
new  confcriplion.  Various  reinforcements  from  his  tributaries  are  fent  to 
join  the  French  army .  Meafures  of  RuJJia  to  increafe  her  warlike  efa- 

hlijhment .  The  emperor  of  RuJJia  and  the  grand  duke  Ccnfantine  repair 
to  the  head  quarters  of  the  allies .  Progrefs  of  the  troops  in  Silefa  under 
'Jerome  Buonaparte .  Capitulation  of  Brieg  and  Schweidnitz.  Activity 
of  general  Kief,  the  PruJJian  commandant  of  Silefa .  Siege  of  Dantzic. 
Strength  of  the  gar rif on.  Difficulties  which  the  French  had  to  encounter • 
Principal  forties  of  the  befeged .  A  council  of  war  held  at  Bartenfein  by 

the  allies  to  concert  meafures  for  the  relief  of  Dantzic.  It  is  determined  to 
fuccour  the  place  by  fea.  The  plan  is  attempted,  but  is  not  fuccefsful. 
During  the  enterprife,  the  Ruffians,  in  order  to  occupy  the  main  army  of  the 
French ,  alarm  the  whole  tine  of  its  outpofs.  Affairs  on  the  Bug.  Sur¬ 
render  of'  Dantzic.  Terms  granted  to  the  gar  r  if  on.  Buonaparte’ s  folici- 
tude  to  magnify  his  tuumph.  Fie  creates  Lefebvre  duke  of  Dantzic .  The 
P erf  an  and  Turkjb  envoys  follow  the  French  ruler  to  Finkenfiein.  Buo- 
naparte’s  offers  to  the  king  of  Sweden  indignantly  rejeBed.  Mortier  en¬ 
ters  Pomerania  and  befeges  Stralfund.  He  quits  the  province  to  invef 
Colbtrg ,  leaving  Gra?ijean  in  the  com?nand  of  the  French  army  on  the 
Peene.  The  Svoedes  under  Von  Fffen  expel  the  enemy  from  Pomerania. 
Their  imprudence.  Mortier  marches  againf  them,  and  drives  them  behind 
the  Peene.  An  armifice  agreed  upon.  The  king  of  Sweden  arrives  at 
Stralfund,  where  he  receives  an  Englijh  envoy . 


AFTER  the  battle  of  P ruffian 
Eylau,  although  there  were 
frequent  Ikirmifhes,  and  feme  of 
them  of  a  very  ferious  nature,  be* 


tween  the  hoftile  troops,  it  was  the 
objedl  of  both  the  Ruffian  and  the 
French  commanders  to  obtain  rein¬ 
forcements,  to  repair  the  enormous 

wafte, 


HISTORY  C 

Wafte,  occafioned  in  either  army  by 
the  fueceflion  of  definitive  conflids, 
in  which  they  had  been  engaged. 
Befides  the  care  of  recruiting  his 
forces,  Buonaparte  had  to  attend 
to  the  lieges  of  Stralfund,  Colberg 
and  Graudentz  ;  while  his  younger 
brother,  Jerome,  was  ftill  employed 
in  reducing  Siiefia,  which  he  found 
to  be  no  eafy  talk.  It  is  to  be 
prefumed  that  the  fifty  thoufand 
confcrijpts,  or  at  leaft  the  major 
part  of  them,  whom  the  French 
ruler  had  demanded  to  be  placed  at 
bis  difpofal  fix  months  before  the 
legal  period,  when  their  fervices 
would  have  been  due,  had  by  this 
time  joined  his  ranks ;  but  judging 
of  the  future  by  the  part,  he  was 
defirous  of  having  another  race  of 
vidims  offered  to  him,  to  replace 
thofe  already  doomed  to  perifh  for 
bis  infatiable  ambition,  in  cafe  his 
nee  effi  ties  fhould  require  them. 
From  his  head-quarters  at  Of. 
terode,  he  fent  a  meffage  to  the 
French  fenare,  requiring  that  the 
confcription  of  180S  fhould  be  im¬ 
mediately  called  out.  It  is  plain 
that  he  confidered  this  a  hazardous 
propofition,  and  that  he  was  appre. 
benfive  of  unpleafant  confequences 
from  a  meafure  fo  odious,  by  his 
allufions  to  the  conftant  defire  of 
peace  which  aduated  him.  The 
meffage  amongft  other  things  fiated 
et  — We  offered  peace  to  England 
before  the  fourth  coalition  had 
fhewnitfelf;  the  fame  peace  we  offer 
to  England  ftill.  We  are  ready  to 
conclude  peace  with  Ruffia  upon  the 
fame  conditions  as  were  figned  by 
her  negotiator.  We  are  ready  to 
reft  ore  to  the  eight  millions  of 
people,  whom  we  have  conquered, 
tranquillity  ;  and  to  give  up  to 
the  king  of  Pruffia  his  capital. " 
This  was  very  different  language 

Vou  XLIX,  or  VqLo  VII.  N 
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from  that,  which  he  had  held  at 
Berlin,  both  in  his  bulletins,  and 
in  the  arrogant  declaration,  which 
he  made  to  the  plenipotentiary  of 
his  Pruflian  majefty. 

The  fears  that  he  had  relative  to 
this  proceeding,  in  which  the 
French  government  ftro  gly  par¬ 
ticipated,  were  farthe  difplayed  by 
the  addrefs  of  Saint  Jean  d’ Angely 
to  the  fenate.  <f  A  particular  re¬ 
gulation  in  this  plan  will  Tiot  eff 
cape  your  attention/*  faid  that 
orator,  “but  will  afford  you  a 
frefh  occafion  for  acknowledging 
the  paternal  goodnefs  of  his  majefty. 
It  is  not  his  wifh  that  the  conferipts 
fhall  enter  all  at  once  into  the  fa. 
tig ues  of  war,  without  being  gra¬ 
dually  accuftomed  to  them.  He 
will  aflign  periods  to  their  fervices, 
in  which  they  {hall  have  occafion 
to  fignalife  their  courage.  In  or¬ 
der  to  make  themfelves  acquainted 
with  vi&ory  in  the  field,  they 
will  be  permitted  to  remain  at 
home,  until  they  are  inftruded  in 
military  manoeuvres,  under  com¬ 
manders,  whofe  example  will  afford 
them  living  leffons  of  courage  and 
devotion  to  their  fovereign,  and  at 
the  fame  time  infpire  them  with  an 
intereft  in  the  glory  of  their 
country.  Thefe  commanders,  gen¬ 
tlemen,  will  be  chofen  out  of  your 
own  body.  In  this  regulation  of 
his  majefty  for  the  convenience  of 
the  conferipts,  you  will  alfo  per¬ 
ceive  another  proof  of  his  tender 
care,  and  of  thofe  fentiments,  by 
which  the  emperor  is  influenced  in 
refped  to  the  fenate.’1  It  was  by 
fuch  deceptions  and  fophiftry,  that 
Buonaparte  and  his  minifter  endea* 
voured  to  throw  a  veil  over  the 
tyrannical  character  of  a  meafure, 
which  created  univerfal  confterna* 
tion  throughout  France,  and  ftruck 
w  Sershs,  [F]  a  terror 
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a  terror  into  its  inhabitants  that  it 
was  vainly  attempted  to  conceal. 

As  early  as  the  preceding  No¬ 
vember  the  Swifs  had  been  required 
to  furnifh  their  contingent  of  fix- 
teen  thoufand  men  ;  but  they  were 
fo  tardy  in  fending  the  troops  de¬ 
manded,  that  Buonaparte  in  the 
month  of  February  exprdfed  his 
diiTatisfadlion  to  the  landamman  at 
the  delay,  and  threatened  that 
Switzerland  would  be  conftdered 
as  having  renounced  the  alliance 
with  France,  unlefs  the  full  num¬ 
ber  fpecificd  was  ready  by  the  ift 
of  May  ;  in  other  words,  that  the 
republic  would  be  treated  as  a 
conquered  country.  A  reinforce¬ 
ment  of  three  regiments  was  fent 
by  the  king  of  Wirtemberg  to 
the  troops  in  Silefia ;  and  the  like 
number  of  battalions  were  added 
by  the  king  of  Saxony  to  his 
quota,  ferving  with  the  main 
army,  befides  an  augmentation  to 
the  different  companies  already 
in  the  French  camp.  Twelve 
thoufand  infantry  and  three  thou¬ 
fand  cavalry  were  levied  in  Po¬ 
land.  Preparations  were  made  to 
alTemble  at  Magdeburg  an  army 
of  obfervation,  which  was  to  con- 
fid  of  eighty  thoufand  men  ;  and 
to  be  compofed  of  French,  Dutch, 
and  Spanilh  troops,  with  the  con¬ 
tingents  of  the  Rhenifh  confede¬ 
racy.  The  major  part  of  this 
corps  was  to  be  ftationed  early  in 
May  in  the  countries  to  the  north 
of  the  Elbe,  for  the  purpofe  of 
oppdfing  any  expedition  from  En¬ 
gland,  that  might  land  on  the 
(ho res  of  the  Baltic  or  clfewhere. 
The  Spanifh  auxiliaries  were  in 
number  thirty-two  thoufand  men. 
Twenty -feven  thoufand  came  di- 
rccUy  from  Spain;  and  five  thou¬ 
fand  from  Etruria.  They  did  not 

'  f  ;  *  '  •  1  '  ' 


arrive  at  their  dedination  however 
till  the  latter  end  of  May,  when 
marfhal  Brune  had  drawn  mod  of 
the  forces,  belonging  to  the  army 
of  obfervation,  towards  the  fron¬ 
tiers  of  Pomerania  ;  and  they  were 
then  quartered  in  Hanover,  Meck¬ 
lenburg,  and  the  Hanfe  Towns. 

The  exertions  of  Ruffia  were 
proportionably  great ;  fome  part  of 
them  have  been  related  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  chapter.  The  people  of 
the  country  flood  forward,  in  the 
mod  patriotic  way,  to  add  to  the 
drength  of  the  army  by  fupplies 
of  men  and  money.  Several  o£ 
the  noblede  diftinguifhed  them- 
felves  in  this  manner ;  and  the  ci¬ 
ties  of  Saint  Peterlburg,  Mofcow, 
and  Kiow  raifed  twenty-four 
thoufand  men  at  the  expenfe  of  the 
inhabitants,  who  alfo  contributed 
880,000  rubles  for  the  general 
purpofes  of  the  war,  as  a  free  gift. 
The  government  folicited  afiidance 
from  the  ecclefiadics  of  every  per- 
fuafion.  In  addition  to  the  pado- 
ral  letter,  publifhed  by  thofe  of 
the  Greek  church,  the  protedant 
confidories  in  Livonia,  Edhonia, 
Ingermania,  and  Finland,  received 
an  admonition,  which  they  were 
charged  to  read  from  the  pul¬ 
pit.  The  grand  duke  Condan- 
tine  arrived  on  the  2d  of  April 
on  the  Niemen,  in  his  route 
to  the  head  quarters  of  the  Ruf¬ 
fians,  with  the  imperial  guards, 
thirty-two  battalions  of  infantry, 
twentv-feven  fquadrons  of  cavalry, 
and  ninety-two  pieces  of  cannon. 
Thirteen  battalions  from  Riga, 
and  the  army  of  refer ve,  confid¬ 
ing  of  thirty  fquadrons  and  fifty- 
four  battalions,  were  alfo  on  their 
march  to  join  their  countrymen  on 
the  Pregel.  Thus  the  whole  ener¬ 
gies  of  the  date  were  put  in  mo- 
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lion  to  repulfe  the  invader.  The 
emperor  of  Ruflia  fet  out  from 
Saint  Peterfburg  at  the  latter  end 
of  March,  and,  having  performed 
the  journey  chiefly  in  open  fledges, 
entered  Polangen  on  the  i  ft  of 
April,  where  he  was  met  by  the 
king  of  Pruflia’.  Thefe  two  fove- 
reigns  remained  at  Memel  and  Kcs- 
nigfburg  a  fliort  time,  and  after¬ 
wards  repaired  to  the  head-quar¬ 
ters  of  the  allied  army. 

If  Jerome  Buonaparte  promifed 
to  himfelf  to  gather  laurels  fpeedily 
in  Silefla,  he  found  himfelf  much 
miftaken.  The  fortrefles  were 
defended  with  an  obflinate  gallan¬ 
try,  that  did  the  greatelt  credit  to 
the  feveral  commandants,  who  alfo 
interrupted  his  deflgns  by  frequent 
Tallies,  and  occaflonaily  fcoured  the 
country  to  the  great  annoyance  of 
the  forces  under  his  command, 
chiefly  Bavarians, Wirtemburghers, 
and  Badenefe.  Brieg  furrendered 
to  the  French  arms  on  the  1  ith  of 
January  ;  and  the  capitulation  of 
Schweidnitz  followed  on  the  7  th 
of  February.  In  thefe  places  were 
found  confiderable  magazines, — ■ 
While  brigadier-general.  Lefebvre, 
Jerome's  aid-de-camp,  occupied 
the  pofltion  of  Frankenflein  to  co¬ 
ver  the  flege  of  Niefle,  baron 
Kleift,  who  had  fucceeded  the 
prince  of  Anhalt  Plefs  in  the  go- 
vernment  of  Silefla,  made  a  fortie 
from  Glatz  with  four  thoufand 
men,  and  attacked  with  great  fury 
the  French  corps,  which  repulfed 
him  witli  difHeulty.  The  baron 
on  the  1 6th  of  April  renewed  his 
endeavours  to  diflodge  Lefebvre 
from  his  ftation,  by  marching  from 
Glatz  with  two  thoufand  men  and 
fix  pieces  of  cannon.  Early  on  the 
next  day  he  was  joined  by  a  co¬ 
lumn  of  eight  hundred  men  from 


Silberburg,  and  thus  reinforced  he 
bore  upon  Frankenflein  at  five 
o’clock  in  the  morning.  He  was 
however  unfortunate  in  his  enter- 
prife,  "and  driven  back  with  a  lofs 
of  nine  hundred  of  his  followers, 
fix  hundred  of  whom  were  taken 
prifoners,  and  the  reft  fell  in  the 
field.  On  the  iztli  of  May  gene¬ 
ral  Kleift  made  a  bolder  attempt  ; 
and,  at  the  head  of  three  thoufand 
men,  marched  upon  Breflaw,  with 
the  hope  of  retaking  that  city. 
As  foon  as  Jerome  Buonaparte  was 
informed  that  the  Pruflians  were 
in  motion,  he  ordered  Lefebvre  to* 
advance  with  a  Bavarian  regiment, 
three  hundred  Saxons,  and  a  body 
of  horfe.  That  general  came  up 
with  the  rear  of  the  Prufltan  co¬ 
lumn  on  the  14th,  and  had  nearly 
Buffered  an  entire  defeat,  owing  to 
the  flight,  as  it  is  faid,  of  the 
Saxons ;  but  general  Dumuy  hav* 
ing  come  to  his  afiiftance  frorsa 
Breflaw,  he  was  enabled  to  renew 
the  combat  and  rout  his  opponents 
Baron  Kleift  finding  it  impoffihle 
to  accomplifli  his  point,  commenc¬ 
ed  his  retreat  in  two  columns, 
which  were  much  haraffed  by  the 
French  in  their  progrefs,  as  well 
as  greatly  diminifhed  in  numbers* 
The  adlivity  of  the  Pruffian  com¬ 
mander,  and  the  perfeverance  of 
the  garrifons  befieged,  although 
they  ultimately  furrendered,  were 
not  only  highly  commendable,  but 
extremely  ufeful  to  the  caufe  of  the 
allies,  by  detaining  fo  large  a 
body  of  the  hoftile  confederates  in 
Silefla. 

During  the  ina&ion  of  the  grand 
armies,  the  French  had  leifure  to 
profecute  the  fiege  of  Dantzics 
which  now  occupied  nearly  the 
whole  of  their  attention.  The 
garrifen  in  and  about  this  place 
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was  remarkably  ftrong,  for  it 
amounted  to  fourteen  thoufand 
Pruffians  and  fix  thoufand  Ruffians, 
under  general  Kalkreuth,  an  offi¬ 
cer  of  diftinguifhed  abilities,  and 
who  was  as  attive  as  he  was  in¬ 
telligent.  In  order  to  render  the 
fortifications  more  fecure,  it  had 
been  found  neceffary  to  deftroy  the 
fuburbs  ;  an  .unfortunate  but  ine¬ 
vitable  circumftance,  which  de¬ 
prived  eight  thoufand  people  of 
their  houfes.  The  difficulty  of  in- 
vefting  Dantzic  was  very  confi- 
derable,  it  was  defended  by  feve- 
ral  lines  of  works,  by  the  fort  of 
Weichfelmunde,  by  marfhes,  and 
the  capability  of  inundating  the 
country  round  it.  The  befiegers, 
under  Lefebvre,  were  all  auxiliaries 
of  the  French*  chiefly  Poles ;  the 
xefl  were  compofed  of  the  troops 
belonging  to  the  Rhenifh  confe¬ 
deracy.  In  the  whole  they  might 
fiiifftber  between  thirty  and  forty 
thoufand  men  $  but*  from  the  eaie 
by  which  they  could  draw  rein¬ 
forcements  from  the  French  army 
on  the  right  bank  of  the  Viftula, 
they  might  have  much  augmented 
their  ftrength,  had  it  been  expe- 
pedient,  Lefebvre  had  the  raoft 
ferious  obftacles  to  overcome  in 
conftrufting  his  approaches  and 
parallels,  from  the  vivacity  of  the 
fire  conftantly  kept  up  by  the  be- 
fieged,  who  befides  frequently  if* 
fued  from  the  city,  interrupted 
his  progrefs  at  every  ftep?  and  fud- 
deniy  deftroyed  the  labours  of 
many  days,  which  it  thus  became 
neceffary  to  begin  again.  The 
journal  of  the  operations  before 
the  place,  indeed,  prefents  a  pic¬ 
ture  of  refolution  and  indefatigable 
alertnefs  on  one  part,  and  of  pa¬ 
tience  and  perfeverance  on  the 
©ther.  The  tedious  procefs  of  a 


fiege  has  always  been  faid  to  be 
repugnant  to  the  irritable  character 
of  the  French ;  hence  perhaps  it 
was  that  Buonaparte  committed 
the  undertaking  toinftruments  bet¬ 
ter  fuited  to  the  purpofe,  in  em¬ 
ploying  Poles  and  Germans  before 
the  city  ;  but  he  befides  wifhed  to 
fpare  his  own  troops,  and  expend 
the  lives  of  the  auxiliaries,  in  the 
fecondary  departments  of  the  cam*" 
paign  ;  thus  it  has  been  feen  that 
the  corps  under  his  brother  Jerome, 
in  Silefia,  was  mollly  conftituted 
of  Bavarians,  Wirtemburghers,  and 
Badenefe.  Lefebvre  loft  a  great 
many  men  in  the  engagements, 
which  enfued  from  the  different 
forties  of  the  garrifon ;  particularly 
on  the  1 6th  of  April,  when  three 
columns  fallied  from  WeichfeU 
munde,  and  were  repulfed  with  ex¬ 
treme  difficulty  by  general  Gar- 
danne,  after  an  obftinate  ftruggle 
which  continued  till  a  late  hour  in 
the  evening.  The  battering  train 
having  arrived  from  Silefia  and 
other  countries,  the  cannonade  was 
redoubled  on  the  24th  of  April, 
and  on  the  fame  day  the  bombard¬ 
ment  commenced.  From  this  pe¬ 
riod  the  operations  were  conduced 
on  both  Tides  with  fo  much  fury, 
and  the  mutual  lofs  was  fo  great, 
that  a  ihort  fufpenfion  of  arms  was 
agreed  to  on  the  27th  to  bury  the 
dead.'  On  the  night  of  the  28th 
at  ten  o’clock  the  garrifon  .made 
another  fortie  on  the  befiegers  fta» 
tioned  in  tfee  third  parallel,  and 
penetrated  into  all  the  communica® 
tions  of  that  part  of  the  works* 
Though  they  were  driven  back, 
they  returned  a  fecond  and  third 
time  to  the  charge ;  but  were  at 
laft  forced  to  retreat  into  the  city* 
In  this  affair  the  lofs  was  very  fe* 
rious  on  both  Tides  j  and  in  £a&  if 
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was  one  of  the  moft  animated  con- 
tefts  that  occurred  before  the  town. 

The  danger  of  Dantzic  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  ex¬ 
cited  the  attention  of  the  allies. 
A  council  of  war  was  held  at  Bar- 
tenftein,  at  which  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  and  the  emperor  of  Ruffia 
with  the  grand  duke  Conftantine, 
who  had  by  this  time  joined  the 
army,  affilled.  At  this  meeting 
it  W3s  agreed  that  Dantzic  could 
only  be  -relieved  in  two  ways  ; 
either  by  eroding  the  Paffarge,  and 
bringing  on  a  general  engagement 
with  the  French  army,  which,  if 
fuccefsful,  would  force  the  latter 
.  to  raife  the  fiege,  or  by  throwing 
fuccours  into  the  place  by  fea. 
The  firft  plan  was  confidered  to  be 
too  hazardous,  becaufe  it  might 
fubjed  the  whole  Ruffian  army  to 
u  defeat  for  a  partial  advantage  ; 
and  it  was  therefore  refolved  to 
relieve  Dantzic  by  water.  In 
confequence  of  this  determination, 
two  Ruffian  divifions  forming 
twelve  regiments,  andfeveral  Pruf. 
fan  battalions,  under  lieutenant-ge¬ 
neral  Kaminlki,  the  fon  of  the  field- 
marfhal,  were  embarked  at  Pillau 
on  board  fixty-fix  tranfports  and 
efcorted  by  three  frigates.  On 
the  i  2  th  of  May  the  troops  were 
landed  at  the  port  of  Dantzic,  in 
the  mouth. of  the  Villula,  under 
the  protection  ol  the  fort  of 
Weichfelmunde. 

As  foon  as  Buonaparte  was  ap- 
prifed  of  this  event,  he  ordered 
marffial  Lynnes,  who  commanded 
the  refer ve  of  the  grand  army,  to 
proceed  from  Marienburg,  with 
the  divifion  pf  general  Oudinot, 
and  reinforce  the  troops  under  Le- 
febvre.  Lannes  performed  this 
long  march  of  twenty-eight  miles 
in  one  day,  and  arrived  at  the  very 
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moment  when  the  Ruffians  were 
difembarking  before  Dantzic.—* 
KaminffiPs  forces,  in  order  to 
reach  the  city,  had  to  pafs  over  a 
fpace  of  about  three  miles  in  length, 
which  was  occupied  by  the  French ; 
and  the  Ruffian  commander  em¬ 
ployed  the  13th  and  14th  in  pre¬ 
paring  for  the  attack,  that  he 
meditated  to  make  on  the  enemy. 
On  the  15th  the  Ruffians  advanced 
in  three  columns  from  the  fort, 
with  an  intention  of  penetrating 
into  the  town  along  the  right  bank 
of  the  Villula.  Brigadier-generai 
Schramm,  who  was  at  the  advanced 
polls  with  a  regiment  of  French 
light  infantry,  and  one  battalion 
of  Poles  and  Saxons,  endeavoured 
to  flop  Kaminfki’s  progrefs,  till 
he  could  be  reinforced.  The 
French  fuppofed  that  the  Ruffians 
would  endeavour  to  enter  Dant¬ 
zic  by  the  left  bank  of  the 
Villula;  and  Schramm  exerted 
himfelf  to  the  utmolt  to  detain  his 
affiailants,  till  his  companions  in 
arms  could  pafs  ever  the  bridge 
behind  him,  and  come  to  his  a f- 
fillance.  Lefebvre  repaired  to  this 
bridge,  and  ordered  the  12th  re¬ 
giment  of  light  infantry,  with  the 
Saxons,  to  crofs  over  to  fupport 
general  Schramm  ;  and  general 
Gardanne,  who  was  charged  with 
the  defence  of  the  right  bank  of 
the  river,  alfo  hurried  forward 
with  his  troops.  Perceiving  that 
the  Ruffians  were  fuperiar  in  num¬ 
bers,  and  that  they  were  likely  to 
carry  their  point,  Lannes  eroded 
the  Villula  with  four  battalions  of 
Oudinot’s  referve.  By  this  fea- 
fonable  movement  the  conteft, 
which  had  been  fiercely  maintained,, 
terminated  in  favour  of  the  French, 
who  drove  the  Ruffians  under  the 
batteries  of  Weichfelmunde,  and 
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purfued  them  to  the  palifadoes  be¬ 
fore  it.  One  column  of  the  Ruf¬ 
fians  maintained  the  fight  fo  obfti- 
nately,  that  it  was  to  a  man  put 
to  the  bayonet.  The  lofs  of  the 
Ruffians*  according  to  the  French 
accounts*  which  are  always  to  be 
regarded  with  the  greateft  fiifpi- 
cion,  was  nine  hundred  killed, 
fifteen  hundred  wounded,  and  two 
hundred  taken  ;  that  of  the  French 
five  and  twenty  killed  and  two 
hundred  wounded.  It  is  pofhble 
that  no  more  Frenchmen  might 
have  fufrered  in  the  a&ion,  and 
that  the  Poles  and  Saxons  were  in¬ 
jured  more  feverely  ;  and  thus  the 
bulletin  may  convey  a  falfehood  in 
the  language  of  truth,  for  it  is  not 
credible  that  no  more  than  is  hated 
fell  on  their  fide.  While  Ka¬ 
mi  n  Ik  i  was  endeavouring  to  enter 
Dantzic  from  the  fort  of  Weichfel- 
munde,  another  corps  of  the  allies, 
but  moftly  compofed  of  Pruffians, 
landed  on  the  neck  of  land  called 
the  Nehrung,  and  advanced  as  far  as 
the  extremity  of  the  Frifche  Hart, 
with  the  defign  of  reaching  the  city 
by  that  way  ;  but  the  commander 
of  it,  finding  himfelf  in  danger 
of  being  attacked  in  the  rear, 
abandoned  his  purpofe  and  retired 
with  precipitation,  followed  by  the 
French,  who  took  four  pieces  of 
his  artillery,  and  eleven  hundred 
men  prifoners.  It  is  remarkable 
that  the  garrifon  of  Dantzic  made 
no  Tally  during  thefeadions,  nor  at¬ 
tempted  in  the  lead  manner  to  fa¬ 
vour  Kaminlki’s  enterprife,  except 
by  a  heavy  cannonade.  The  French 
ridiculed  the  idea  of  fuccouring 
Dantzic  by  a  maritime  expedition  ; 
arid  indeed,  when  the  nature  of  the 
ground  over  which  the  Ruffians 
had  to  march,  the  pofition  of  the 
army  inverting  the  place,  and  the 


formidable  works  which  almoft 'en¬ 
tirely  precluded  all  accefs  to  the 
city,  are  confidered,  they  had  per¬ 
haps  fome  caufe  to  regard  this  pro¬ 
ject  as  extravagant. 

In  order  to  occupy  the  main  ar¬ 
my  of  the  French,  during  Kaminf- 
ki’s  efforts,  as  foon  as  the  Ruffian 
commander-in-chief  knew  that  the 
tranfports  had  arrived  before  Dant¬ 
zic,  he  direded  his  light  troops  to 
reconnoitre  and  alarm  the  whole 
line  of  the  enemy,  from  the  poll: 
occupied  by  marfha.1  Soult  on  the 
Paffiarge  to  that  of  general  Morand 
on  the  Alle.  The  voltigeurs,  or 
mounted  riflemen,  were  ordered 
out  to  receive  them.  Thefe  flying 
markfmen  killed  great  numbers  of 
their  antagonifts,  and  compelled 
them  to  retreat  with  expedition. 
The  Ruffians  alfo  appeared  at 
Malga  before  general  Zayonchek, 
the  commandant  of  a  Polifh  corps 
of  obfervation,  and  carried  off  one 
of  his  advanced  parties ;  but  ge¬ 
neral  Fifcher  routed  them,  killed 
fixty  men,  one  colonel  and  two 
captains,  and  purfued  them  to  a 
confiderable  diftance.  They  like- 
wife  prefented  themfelves  before 
the  fifth  corps,  and  infulted  general 
Gazan’s  ports  at  Willenburg.  They 
made  a  more  ferious  attack  on  the 
fortified  bridge  over  the  OmulefF 
at  Drenzewo,  but  were  defeated 
and  driven  into  the  Narew  by  ge¬ 
neral  Girard.  They  were  alfo 
worfted  at  Ortrolenka  by  Suchet. 
On  the  fame  day,  the  1 3  th  of  May, 
a  Ruffian  corps  of  fix  thoufand 
men  attacked  general  Lemarrois 
in  his  intrenched  camp  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Bug.  This  offi¬ 
cer  had  parted  the  river  on  the 
10th  with  a  Bavarian  brigade  and 
a  Polifh  regiment,  in  the  courfe  of 
three  day  s  he  had  conftru&ed  fe- 
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Vera!  tetes-de-pont,  and  had  ad¬ 
vanced  to  Wifcowo,  with  the  de- 
fign  of  deftroying  the  rafts,  that 
the  Ruffians  had  been  preparing  for 
iix  weeks,  in  which  he  had  com¬ 
pletely  fucceeded.  As  foon  as  Le- 
marrois  faw  that  his  opponents  on 
the  borders  of  the  ditch  were  re- 
pulfed,  he  fallied  forth  and  purfued 
them  fword  in  hand.  Thefe  af¬ 
fairs  of  advanced  polls  occafioned 
no  movement  in  the  grand  French 
army,  as  it  was  perceived  that  no¬ 
thing  more  was  meant  by  them, 
than  to  diftradt  the  attention  of 
the  commanders. 

On  the  1 6th  a  Ruffian  divifion 
of  feven  thoufand  men,  under  ge¬ 
neral  Turkoff,  marched  from  Brock 
to  the  Bug  towards  Pultulk,  with 
a  view  to  prevent  fome  new  works 
for  flrengthening  the  tetes-de-pont 
from  being  perfected .  Thefe  lines 
were  defended  by  fix  Bavarian  re¬ 
giments,  under  the  command  of 
the  prince  royal  in  perfon.  Four 
times  did  the  Ruffians  advance  to 
the  attack,  and  were  as  often  re- 
pulfed,  while  they  were  feverely 
cannonaded  from  the  different 
works.  Great  merit  is  aferibed 
to  the  Bavarians  in  this  affair, 
as  they  muftered  but  four  thoufand 
men  ;  but  when  it  is  recollected 
that  they  were  covered  by  ftrong 
fortifications,  much  of  their  glory 
is  diminifhed.  The  Ruffians  had 
three  hundred  killed,  and  twice 
as  many  wounded  in  the  ac¬ 
tion  ;  the  Bavarians  only  fifteen 
killed  and  one  hundred  fifty 
wounded.  Much  contempt  was 
expreffed  by  the  French  officers 
for  thefe  repeated  affaults  of  the 
13th  and  1 6th  of  the  month  on 
works  fo  well  fortified,  and  de¬ 
fended  by  tremendous  batteries. 
They  obferved  that  their  enemies 
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had.  not  the  leafl  chance  of  fucceffi 
in  their  undertakings,  which  they 
declared  to  be  equal  in  abfurdity 
to  the  formation  of  the  rafts  burnt 
by  Lemarrois,  that  had  taken  fix 
weeks  conflant  labour  to  make, 
but  which  were  deflroyed  in  a 
couple  of  hours.  They  attributed 
thefe  efforts,  and  moll  likely  with 
juflice,  folely  to  the  defire  of  creat¬ 
ing  adiverfion,  while  the  grand  at¬ 
tempt  of  relieving  Dantzic  could 
be  effe&ed. 

The  fiege  of  that  important  city 
was  dill  carried  on  with  unremit- 
ting  vigour.  On  the  20th  of  May, 
the  Dauntlefs,  an  Englifh  brigan¬ 
tine  of  twenty-four  guns,  laden 
with  povYder  and  ball,  entered  the 
mouth  of  the  Viftula,  in  order  to 
throw  fupplies  into  the  place  j  but 
as  (he  approached  the  French  works, 
(he  was  received  with  a  heavy  dis¬ 
charge  from  the  batteries,  and  of 
mufketry,  from  both  fides  of  the 
river,  and  forced  tofurrender.  A  de¬ 
tachment  of  the  Paris  regiment  was 
proud  to  be  the  firfl  to  board  her. 
Independently  of  her  crew,  con¬ 
fiding  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
men,  an  aid-de-camp  of  general 
Kalkreuth,  who  was  returning  from 
the  Ruffian  head-quarters,  feveral 
Englifh  officers,  and  fixty  Ruf¬ 
fians  were  made  prifoners. 

On  the  19th  of  May  the  prepa¬ 
rations  for  dorming  the  city  were 
in  great  forwardnefs,  the  defeent 
and  paffage  of  the  foffe  being  com¬ 
pleted.  On  the  21ft  Lefebvre, 
having  finifhed  every  previous  ar¬ 
rangement,  was  about  to  order 
the  troops  to  proceed  t q  theaffault, 
when  general  Kalkreuth,  in  pity 
to  the  inhabitants,  offered  to  capi¬ 
tulate  on  the  conditions  which 
he  h^d  formerly  granted  to  the 
garrifon  of  Mentz.  As  it  ap- 
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pea  red  to  the  French  engineers 
that  he  could  ftill  hold  out 
for  fifteen  days,  although  all  re¬ 
finance  muft  have  been  ultimately 
Jiopelefs,  Lefebvre  did  not  objeft 
to  the  terms  propofed ;  and  he 
deemed  it  proper  to  grant  an  ho¬ 
nourable  capitulation  to  the  gar¬ 
rifon,  who  it  was  agreed  were  to 
march  out  of  the  place  with  all 
the  honours  of  war.  They  en¬ 
gaged  not  to  aft  againft  the  French 
or  their  allies  fop  one  year.  The 
officers,  fubalterns,  and  privates, 
belonging  to  the  French  or  their 
allies,  who  were  prifoners  in 
Dantzic,  were  to  be  liberated 
without  exchange.  As  the  means 
of  conveying  the  whole  baggage 
out  of  the  place  were  infufficient, 
a  vefTel  was  to  be  permitted  by  the 
French  to  fail  direftly  for  Pillau, 
which  was  to  be  freighted 
in  the  prefence  of  a  French  offi¬ 
cer.  All  the  women  belonging 
to  tjhe  officers  and  others,  or  to 
perfons  in  a  civil  employment, 
were  to  be  free  to  leave  the  place. 
The  fick  and  wounded  were  left 
to  the  generofity  of  Lefebvre; 
but  attendants  and  furgeons  were 
to  be  left  to  take  care  of  them, 
preferve  good  order,  and  provide 
neceftaries;  as  foon  as  they  reco¬ 
vered  they  were  to  be  fent  to  the 
advanced  polls  of  the  Pruffian 
army,  and  enjoy  the  privileges  of 
the  capitulation.  Lefebvre  af- 
fured  the  inhabitants,  that  he 
would  ufe  every  means  in  his  power 
to  caufe  perfons  and  property  to 
be  refpefted. 

On  the 27th  thefoldiers  marched 
out  with  general  Kalkreuth  at  their 
bead.  This  ftrong  garrifon,  which, 
exclufive  of  the  troops  in  the  fort 
of  Weichfelmunde,  at  firft  con¬ 
fined  of  fifteen  thoufand  men,  was 
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reduced  to  nine  thoufand ;  and 
flrange  to  relate,  of  the  latter 
number  four  thoufand  men,  includ¬ 
ing  fome  officers,  deferted  imme¬ 
diately  after  they  had  defiled  be¬ 
fore  Lefebvre  ;  flaring  as  a  reafon 
for  their  conduft,  that  they  were 
apprehenfive  the  fortunes  of  the 
war  might  occafion  them  to  vifit 
Siberia.  This  obfervation  is  pro¬ 
bably  a  trait  of  French  infolence ; 
for,  although  it  will  be  readily 
acknowledged  that  the  idea  of  a 
journey  to  the  frozen  wilds  of 
Siberia  mull  always  prove  fome- 
what-  appalling,  there  was  no 
chance  of  fuch  a  circumilance  ari- 
fing.  It  has  been  related  that, 
after  his  defeat  on  the  15th  of 
May,  general  Kaminfki  retired  un¬ 
der  the  fortifications  of  Weichfel¬ 
munde.  He  remained  there  till 
after  the  furrender  of  Dantzic, 
without  being  able  to  undertake 
a  fingle  movement ;  but  when  he 
perceived  that  the  French  were 
erefting  batteries  and  furnaces  to 
burn  his  fhips  with  red-hot  balls, 
he  prudently  embarked  his  troops 
and  returned  to  Pillau.  The  fort 
of  Weichfelmunde  ftill  held  out* 
Lefebvre  fummoned  it  on  the  26th  ; 
and  while  the  officers  appointed 
were  regulating  the  terms  ot  the 
capitulation,  the  garrifon  adopted 
the  lingular  ftep  of  advancing  from 
the  fort  and  furrendering.  The 
commandant,  abandoned  by  his 
men,  efcaped  by  fea.  Thus  the 
French  became  mailers  at  once  of 
the  town  and  port  of  Danrzic. 
In  the  city  and  on  the  fortifications 
they  found  eight  hundred  pieces  of 
artillery,  magazines  of  every  kind, 
more  than  500,000  quintals  of 
grain,  well  ftored  cellars,  immenfe 
colleftions  of  clothing  and  fpices, 
and  refources  of*  every  kind  for 
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their  army.  They  alfo  got  pof- 
feflion  of  feventy  fail  of  (hipping 
belonging  to  various  countries,  but 
amongft  thefe  there  was  only  one 
Englifh  veffel. 

The  fall  of  Dantzic  was  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  th  •  higheft  importance  to 
Buonaparte,  and  peculiarly  fortu¬ 
nate  to  him  at  the  particular  pe¬ 
riod  when  it  happened.  The  war 
had  languifhed  for  a  confiderable 
time  without  any  of  thofe  ftriking 
and  brilliant  exploits,  which  have 
a  greater  efFeft  on  the  people  of 
France,  than  on  the  natives  of  any 
other  country  ;  and  which  were  ne- 
ceffary  to  fup  wt  the  fame  and 
popularity  of  the  French  chief, 
who  had  been  compelled  twice  to 
draw  reinforcements  to  his  army 
by  the  molt  difgufting  methods. 
Accordingly  great  eclat  was  given 
to  this  piece  of  good  fortune,  by 
all  the  journals  on  the  continent 
under  hiscontroul.  But  he  wasnot 
fatified  with  thus  blazoning  his 
fuccefs,  for  beiide*  gratifying  the 
troops  concerned  in  the  (iege  with 
a  largefs,  in  order  to  give  a  greater 
effect  to  his  triumph,  and  at  the 
fame  time  reward  the  fervices  of 
an  old  adherent,  he  fent  a  meffage 
to  the  French  fenate  ,on  the  28th, 
informing  them  that  he  wifhed 

to  cor.fecrate  an  epoch  fo  ho¬ 
nourable  for  his  arms,"  by  creat¬ 
ing  Lefebvre  duke  of  Dantzic, 
with  a  territorial  poffeffion  in  the 
interior  of  France  to  fupport  the 
dignity.  The  languageof  Buona¬ 
parte’s  comment  on  this  reward 
cannot  fail  to  difgulf  every  perfon 
of  a  humane  difpoiition ;  for  it 
plainly  proves  that  this  military 
defpot  wasdefirous  of  perpetuating 
the  fanguinary  toils  of  ft  rife,  and 
renderingwar  the  principal  employ- 
mentof  the  nation  which  he  govern¬ 


ed.  It  ran  thus. — “  May  fhisf  title), 
borne  by  his  defcendants,  recal  to 
them  the  virtues  of  their  anceflor; 
and  may  they  forever  acknowledge 
themfelves  as  unworthy  of  it,  if 
they  prefer  a  cowardly  repofe ,  and 
the  idlenefs  of  a  great  city,  to 
the  perils  and  noble  dufl  of  camps.** 
Who  can  doubt,  after  perufing 
thefe  words,  that  the  prevailing 
turn  of  Buonaparte’s  mind  was  to 
render  peace  fubfervient  to  the  pur- 
pofes  of  war,  and  to  make  himfelf 
at  once  the  fcourge  and  tyrant  of 
Europe  ? 

By  the  capture  of  this  city,  a 
large  corps  of  the  French  army 
was  alfo  rendered  difpofahle  ;  and 
part  of  1 1  was  imm.d lately  fent 
to  reinforce  the  troops,  already 
amounting  to  three  thoufand  men, 
before  Graudentz.  This  fortrefs 
was  of  far  minor  confequencc  than 
Dantzic  ;  but  it  was  ftrong  both 
by  nature  and  art ;  and  particular¬ 
ly  on  account  of  the  number  of 
mines  which  had  been  formed  round 
it.  The  care  of  the  liege  vas  com¬ 
mitted  to  general  Viftor,  who  had 
been  exchanged  for  the  galiant 
Blucher. 

In  order  that  he  might  be  nearer 
the  fcene  of  operations,  during  the 
(iege  of  Dantzic,  Buonaparte  had 
removed  from  Qfterode  to  the  caf. 
tie  of  Finkenftein.  Hither  he 
was  followed  by  his  minifiers  and 
the  Pertian  ambaffador.  This  en¬ 
voy  had  paid  the  mod  affiduous 
court  to  the  French  ruler  for  a 
long  time;  and  was  probably  de¬ 
tained,  under  various  pretexts,  to 
add  fplendour  to  the  affemblage  of 
politicians  and  warriors,  and  to 
imprefs  him  with  the  magnificence 
and  power  of  his  matter's  new 
friend  by  the  pomp  and  buftle  of 
a  campaign  ;  as  well  as  to  produce 
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a  political  effed  by  exciting  the 
appreheniions  of  England  and  Ruf- 
lia,  in  eonfequence  of  his  conti¬ 
nued  prefence  at  the  French  head¬ 
quarters.  Before  he  took  his  de¬ 
parture,  it  was  agreed  that  there 
fhould  be  in  future  a  numerous 
legation  of  Perfians  at  Paris,  and 
of  French  at  Teheran.  The 
Turkifti  ambafiador  was  alfo  re¬ 
ceived  at  Finkenftein,  treated  with 
the  greateft  deference,  and  lodged 
in  apartments  of  the  caftle.  Buo¬ 
naparte  took  occafion  publickly  to 
exprefs  the  higheft  fricndfhip  for 
the  Ottoman  porte,  and  allured 
this  minifter  that  he  and  the  em¬ 
peror  Selim  fhould  ever  be  as  infe- 
parable  as  his  right  and  left  hand. 
JProm  Finkenftein  the  French  chief 
made  an  excurfion  to  Elbing, 
■where  he  reviewed  twenty  thou- 
fand  cavalry.  He  alfo  viftted 
Dantzic  after  the  capitulation,  but 
returned,  the  next  day  to  his  head¬ 
quarters. 

Buonaparte  had  been  indefatiga¬ 
ble  in  endeavouring  to  conciliate 
the  king  of  Sweden,  and  detach 
him  from  the  alliances  which  he 
had  formed  ;  becaufe  the  German 
dominions  of  that  prince  prefented 
a  favourable  point  for  a  debarka¬ 
tion  of  the  Englifh  to  co-operate 
in  any  attempt  that  might  be  made 
on  his  left  flank.  Mortier  was 
his  principal  agent  in  the  infidious 
overtures,  which  the  French  ruler 
made  with  this  view.  In  order  to 
prevail  upon  the  king  to  renounce 
his  connexions,  Buonaparte  is  faid 
to  have  infinuated  that,  if  the 
Swedifli  monarch  had  any  defire 
to  feize  Norway,  he  would  favour 
the  undertaking.  Thefe  bafe  terms 
were  patiently  heard  and  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  court  of  Malmoe; 
but  as  they  had  only  been  commu¬ 


nicated  verbally,  the  Swedifli  ca¬ 
binet  defired  to  have  them  in  writ¬ 
ing,  which  requeft  was  complied 
with.  Hereupon  the  king  lent 
copies  of  the  perfidious  offers,  not 
only  to  the  courts  in  alliance  with 
him,  but  to  his  neighbour  the 
crown-prince  of  Denmark,  that 
the  latter  might  appreciate  the 
fincerity  of  the  friendfhip,  which 
the  French  chief  had  profeffed  for 
him.  It  is  unneceflary  to  fay  that 
Guftavus  fcornfuily  rejedled  this 
infamous  propofal  ■  and  he  is  even 
reported  to  have  made  a  reply  to 
Buonaparte,  characlerifing  that  per- 
fonage  in  the  blunteft  terms  of 
truth;  for  the  meflage  is  ftated 
to  have  been  conceived  in  thefe 
words ;  <f  Never  will  I  become 
the  ally  of  fuch  a  robber  as  you 
are/ *  The  communication  was 
certainly  uncourtly  ;  but  very  ho¬ 
norable  to  the  fentiments  of  the 
Swedifh  fovereign. 

Finding  that  Guftavus  was  not 
to  be  rendered  a  convenient  inftru- 
menf,  and  perhaps  {hocked  at  the 
indelicacy  of  his  language,  Buo¬ 
naparte  ordered  Mortier,  to  whom 
the  difgraceful  talk  of  eftabliftiing 
a  regular  fyftem  of  violence  and 
rapine  in  Hanover,  Hamburg,  Lu- 
beck,  and  Mecklenburg,  had  been 
configned,  to  enter  Swedilh.  Po¬ 
merania  and  lay  fiege  to  Stralfund. 
Mortier  at  the  head  of  feventeen 
thoufand  men  occupied  Anclam, 
Demmin,  and  the  whole  neigh¬ 
bouring  country  on  the  27th  of 
January.  On  the  next  day  he 
drove  in  the  Swedifh  outpofts,  and 
crofted  the  river  Peene,  which  was 
covered  with  ice,  near  Meyen- 
kubs,  pulhing  the  Swedes  before 
him,  who  retreated  without  the 
leaft  di (order,  and  conftantly  fights 
ing,  towards  Gripfwalde  and  StraH 
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fond.  Having  conftru&ed  a  bridge 
on  the  29th  for  the  paffage  of 
the  heavy  ordnance,  he  advanced 
in  two  columns  with  a  train  of  ar¬ 
tillery  to  Elmenhorft,  where  a 
fanguinary  conteft  enfued ;  but 
owing  to  his  fuperior  numbers, 
he  again  compelled  his  enemies  to 
fall  back.  Mortier  now  invefted 
Stralfund;  and  general  d’Armfeldt, 
who  commanded  the  garrifon  in 
the  city,  in  order  to  render  his 
defence  more  fecure,  burnt  the 
beautiful  fuhurb  of  Kniper ;  a 
precaution  which  the  writer  ot  the 
French  bulletin  deplored  as  unne- 
ceftary  and  fevere.  This  benevo¬ 
lent  author  (Maret)  always  threw 
into  his  compofitions  a  trait  of 
fentiment,  when  the  adverfe  ge¬ 
nerals  were  unwillingly  compelled 
to  perform  their  duty  by  an  ,aft 
of  prudence;  but  he  feemed  to 
forget  that  the  misfortunes,  which 
he  lamented,  were  occafioned  by 
his  patron's  aggrefiion.  Baron 
d'Armfeldt  on  the  14th  of  March 
made  a  furious  fally  on  the  be- 
fiegers  with  two  thoufand  infan¬ 
try,  two  fquadrons  of  cavalry,  and 
fix  pieces  of  cannon  ;  and  fucceed- 
ed  in  difiodging  the  French  from 
their  works,  which  he  deftroyed 
and  fpiked  their  guns.  The 
Swedes  loft  only  thirty  men  in  the 
adlion  ;  but  the  French  differed  fo 
feverely  that  twenty  waggons  ar¬ 
rived  at  Hamburg  on  the  2 2d 
with  their  wounded,  befides  thofe 
that  were  fent  to  Roftock. 

Mortier  was  now  diredled  to 
undertake  the  fiege  ol  Colberg,  to 
which  place  he  repaired  with  feven 
thoufand  men,  leaving  general 
Grandjean  before  Stralfund,  the 
fiege  of  which  city  was  foon  af¬ 
terwards  raifed,  as  the  French 
ruler  drew  off  moft  of  the  forces 


in  Pomerania  to  ftrengthen  the 
corps  before  Dantzic.  Grand¬ 
jean,  according  to  his  orders,  was 
preparing  to  retreat  to  the  Peene  ; 
but  when  baron  von  Eden,  the  go¬ 
vernor-general  of  the  province* 
received  certain  information  that 
the  enemy  was  beginning  to  re¬ 
tire  in  fmall  detachments,  he  In- 
lfantly  took  meafures  to  drive  him 
from  his  intrenchments,  and  to 
force  him  to  abandon  Swedifh. 
Pomerania  altogether.  For  this 
purpofe  he  drew  up  the  Swedes  in 
two  columns,  each  confiding  of 
eight  fquadrons  of  hufiars,  a  de¬ 
tachment  of  dying  artillery,  and 
four  battalions  of  infantry  with 
their  divifions  of  chafieurs.  In 
this  order  he  marched  againft  the 
French,  with  whom  lie  fell  in  at 
Liidow  ;  and,  after  a  vigorous  re¬ 
ft  ftance,  compelled  them  to  aban¬ 
don  that  poft,  and  fall  back  upon 
Suderhagen.  Here  the  attack  was 
renewed ;  a  very  brilk  fire  from 
the  French  light  troops  checked 
the  Swedes  for  fome  time ;  but 
the  artillery  of  the  latter  opening 
on  the  enemy,  he  retreated  to 
Voigdehagen,  where  he  was  af- 
failed  in  front  by  the  column  under 
general  d’Armfeldt,  and  repulfcd 
ftill  further  with  great  lofs ;  his 
left  flank  having  been  at  the  fame 
time  turned  by  the  corps  com¬ 
manded  by  baron  de  Tavaft. 

While  the  forces  under  Von 
Ellen  were  carrying  the  village  of 
Voigdehagen,  the  enemy  had  aban¬ 
doned  his  batteries  and  lines  be¬ 
fore  Stralfund,  and  intrenched  him- 
felf  anew  on  the  heights  between 
two  villages,  on  which  he  had 
planted  a  battery  of  cannon  and 
two  howitzers,  whofe  inceffant 
fire  prevented  the  Swedes  from 
advancing,  till  their  artillery  had 
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fucceeded  in  demounting  that  of 
the  French.  The  lofs  of  the  enemy 
on  this  occafton  muft  have  been 
confiderable,  ftnce  an  officer  in  the 
Dutch  fervice  declared,  that  only 
four  and  twenty  men  of  his  regi¬ 
ment  were  left  alive. 

The  French  fhortly  afterwards 
quitted  their  pofttior.,  and  took  a 
new  one  at  Tefchenhagen,  after 
having  vainly  attempted  to  make 
themfelves  matters  of  a  marfli  co¬ 
vered  with  underwood,  but  had 
been  prevented  from  doing  f©  by 
two  companies  of  infantry,  which 
by  a  well  futtained  fire  obliged  them 
tO/  abandon  their  defign.  Von 
Ellen  with  his  column  made  a 
movement  to  harafs  their  left 
Sank ;  and  the  retreat  of  the  French 
then  became  general,  who  were 
driven  from  poll;  to  poft  with  the 
lofs  of  many  prifoners,  a  great 
quantity  of  baggage  and  maga¬ 
zines  of  all  kind.  On  the  2d  of 
April  Von  Eflen  entered  Loitz, 
and  D’Armfeldt  took  Gripfvvalde, 
where,  befides  fecuring  a  num¬ 
ber  of  French  prifoners,  he  reco- 
covered  all  the  Swedifh  foldiers 
who  had  been  previoufly  wounded 
and  captured.  On  the  3d  Von 
Effen  took  polfeffion  of  Demmin, 
and  fent  his  light  troops  in  purfuit 
of  the  enemy  towards  Meckien-? 
burg.  D’  Armfeldt  on  the  next  day 
day  paffed  the  Peene  and  rein- 
ttated  the  Swedes  in  Anclam. 
The  refult  of  this  enterprife  was 
that  the  Swedes  completely  cleared 
Pomerania  of  the  French,  took 
above  a  thoufand  prifoners,  and  the 
military  cheft,  containing  nearly 
two  thoufand  Frederics  d’or,  and 
three  thoufand  crowns. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  Swedes  in¬ 
duced  them  to  pafs  the  bounds  of 
difcretion.  With  lefs  than  twelve 


thoufand  men,  they  ventured  te 
occupy  a  very  extenfive  line  from 
the  banks  of  the  Oder  to  Meck¬ 
lenburg  Strelitz,  and  pufh  the 
heads  of  their  columns  to  Falken- 
wald,  Stolzenberg,  Sludfortt,  Bel¬ 
ling,  and  Dargitz.  As  foon  as 
Mortier  was  informed  of  this  dar¬ 
ing  procedure,  on  the  1  3th  of  April 
he  returned  to  Stettin,  and  adopted 
the  refoiution  of  piercing  through 
the  centre  of  the  Swedes,  without 
manoeuvring  upon  the  reft  of  their 
troops  ;  becaufe  he  was  convinced 
that  if  he  could  gain  the  river 
Peene,  he  would  be  able  to  throw 
their  whole  body  into  confufton, 
which  muft  naturally  be  very  de» 
ftruftive  to  them.  Having  col¬ 
lected  a  part  of  his  force  at  Pafe- 
walk  on  the  15th,  the  marfhal  at¬ 
tacked  and  carried  the  poft  of  Bel¬ 
ling.  The  French  had  then  to 
traverfe  a  country  full  of  moraffes, 
in  order  to  arrive  at  the  pafs  of 
Langdum,  which  the  Swedes  dis¬ 
puted  with  great  obftinacy  and 
courage,  but  were  driven  from  fta- 
tion  to  ftation  as  far  as  Altkofe- 
now,  where  they  were  joined  by 
their  battalions  that  had  occupied 
Anclam.  The  Swedes  made  a  gal¬ 
lant  refiftance  at  this  point,  and, 
having  a  battery  of  ten  pieces  of 
flying  artillery,  feverely  galled 
their  aflailants  ;  being  however 
forced  from  this  pofition  alfo,  they 
fell  back  with  great  precipitation 
and  diforder  to  Anclam,  without 
availing  themfelves  of  the  favour¬ 
able  ground  in  front  of  that  town, 
on  which  they  might  have  made  a 
ftand.  The  French  followed  them 
fword  in  hand  into  the  ftreets  of 
Anclam,  and  drove  them  over  the 
bridge  acrofs  the  Peene,  which  of 
courfe  they  had  not  time  to  de- 
ftroy.  The  misfortune  of  the 
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Swedes  on  this  day  was  conftder- 
able ;  for  betides  the  killed  and 
wounded,  they  loft  two  pieces  of 
cannon  and  four  hundred  prifoners. 
After  this  advantage  over  their 
centre,  Mortier  on  the  17th  ad*, 
vanced  againft  the  flanks,  which 
he  had  furrounded,  and  attacked 
the  brigade  of  general  Cardell  at 
Uckermiinde.  This  corps  he  rout¬ 
ed,  took  five  hundred  prifoners, 
and  three  pieces  of  cannon.  The 
reft  of  the  brigade  embarked  in 
the  gun  boats  lying  before  the 
place.  Two  more  pieces  of  can¬ 
non,  aad  a  hundred  men,  were 
taken  by  a  French  column  that 
marched  upon  Demmin,  and  com¬ 
pelled  the  battalions  to  take  re¬ 
fuge  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river. 
Thus  the  Swedes  were  entirely 
driven  behind  the  Peene,  with  the 
lofs  of  their  magazines  at  Anclam. 

General  d’Armfeldt  was  under 
thenecefiityof  ordering  the  infantry 
to  Fall  back  upon  Rantzien,  while 
he  protected  this  movement  with 
his  cavalry  and  two  pieces  of  can¬ 
non  at  Ziethen.  At  this  place  he 
was  wounded  on  the  17th,  and 
confequently  fet  off  for  Stralfund. 
When  Von  Effen,  who  was  at 
Gripfwalde,  was  acquainted  with 
thefe  particulars  by  that  officer, 
he  fent  his  aid-de-eamp  to  Mortier 
at  Anclam,  and  demanded  a  truce 
of  four  and  twenty  hours,  in  order 
that  he  might  remove  his  wound¬ 
ed.  This  requeft  was  immediately 
granted,  and  as  the  French  general 
knew  that  it  would  now  be  very 
agreeable  to  Buonaparte  to  return 
to  amicable  terms  with  the  ISwedifn 
monarch,  on  the  1 8th  he  invited 
Von  Effen  to  a  conference  at 
Schlatkoff.  The  meeting  took 
place,  when  an  armiftice  was 
agreed  to,  by  the  articles  of  which 


the  Swedifh  troops  were  to  de~ 
liver  up  the  ifles  of  Ufedom  and 
Wollin  to  the  French,  who  were 
to  take  poffeflion  of  them  on  the 
20th  5  the  river  Peene  was  to  form 
the  boundary  between  the  two  ar¬ 
mies,  but  the  French  were  to 
have  one  poll  on  the  other  fide  of 
it  near  Anclam  ;  Von  Effen  en¬ 
gaged  not  t©  afford  affiftance,  di- 
reftlv  or  indireftly,  to  the  cities 
of  Dantzic  and  Colberg,  nor  to 
the  troops  of  any  power  at  war 
with  France  or  her  allies  ;  he  un¬ 
dertook,  as  far  as  depended  oti 
himfelf,  that  no  troops,  belonging 
to  any  ftate  at  war  with  France, 
fhould  land  at  Stralfund,  in  Pome¬ 
rania,  or  the  ifle  of  Rugen,  as  long 
as  the  truce  was  in  force;  but  ifs 
in  cafe  of  fuperior  orders,  then  un¬ 
known  to  Von  Effen,  fuch  forces 
fhould  be  landed  in  any  of  thefe 
places,  he  promifed  that  they 
fhould  not  aft  againft  the  French 
armies  for  the  fame  time  ;  hofti- 
lities  were  not  to  be  recommenced 
before  the  expiration  of  ten  days 
after  notice  to'that  effect  ;  and  all 
perfons  of  either  army,  who  might 
be  taken  prifoners  after  the  date  of 
this  inftrument,  were  to  be  libe¬ 
rated.  On  the  29th  the  term  re¬ 
quired  for  giving  intimation  of  a 
renewal  of  hoftilities  was,  by  mu¬ 
tual  agreement  in  an  additional 
article,  extended  to  a  month  ;  it 
is  therefore  likely  that  fome  efforts 
were  made  to  bring  about  a  per¬ 
manent  reconciliation  by  the  French 
general,  * 

As  foon  as  an  account  of  thefe 
tranfaftions  was  conveyed  to  the 
king  of  Sweden,  he  quitted  Mai- 
moe,  and  palled  over  to  Pomera¬ 
nia,  in  the  beginning  of  May,  to 
take  upon  himfelf  the  direction  of 
affairs  in  that  province.  From 

his 
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Ms  conduft  on  his  arrival,  it  is 
evident  that  the  ineafures  which 
had  been  adopted  were  fatisfac- 
torily  proved  to  him  to  have  been 
BecefTary ;  becaufe  he  not  only- 
treated  Von  Eden  with  great  dif- 
tinftion,  and  confirmed  his  ap¬ 
pointment  of  governor  general  of 
the  country,  but  created  him  a 
knight  of  the  royal  order  of  the 
Sword,  at  a  grand  parade  of  the 
troops.  He  likewife  conferred  the 
fame  honour  on  feveral  other  officers, 
and  expreffed  in  the  mod  gracious 
terms  his  perfect  approbation  of 
their  conduft  in  the  late  campaign. 
The  misfortunes  of  his  forces  he 
feems  to  have  attributed  entirely  to 
the  imprudence  of  general  d’Arm- 
feldt  in  paffing  the  Peene,  and  weak¬ 


ening  Iiis  line  by  too  much  exteiW 
lion ;  that  officer  was  therefore  per¬ 
mitted  to  retire  from  the  fervice. 

As  the  miniftry  in  England  had 
been  changed,  the  new  fervants  of 
the  crown  had  difpatched  general 
Clinton,  with  offers  of  affiftance  to 
his  Swedifh  majefty.  The  Britifh 
envoy  reached  Pomerania  on  the 
13th  of  May,  and  was  introduced 
on  the  next  day  to  the  king,  who 
foon  evinced  his  intention  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  adverfely  againft  the 
French  armies,  whenever  he  fhould 
find  himfelf  in  fufficient  ftrength, 
by  the  arrival  of  the  reinforce¬ 
ments,  which  he  expefted  from 
Sweden,  and  of  a  corps  of  Prufiians 
that  was  to  aft  under  his  orders* 


CHAP.  III. 

Pofftkn  of  the  French  and  Ruffian  Armies,  Account  of  the  Negotiations 
between  Buonaparte  and  the  Allies  for  the  Concltjion  of  a  genera J  Peace, 
Offer  of  Aufria  to  mediate  between  the  Belligerents .  Commencement  of  Hofi~ 
lities  by  the  grand  ar?nies.  General  Bennigfen  attacks  the  Corps  of  Marfhal 
Ney,  which  he  drives  acrofs  the  Paffiarge.  Buonaparte  joins  the  French  Army 
at  Deppen.  Benningfen  retreats  to  Heiljberg .  Action  between  the  French 
and  the  Ruffian  Rear-guard  before  that  Poftion.  Buonaparte  offers 
Battle ,  which  the  Ruffians  refufe .  Lefocq  anticipates  Marjhal  ViBor 

in  his  Defgns  on  Kami gj our g.  Bennigfen  abandons  Heilfverg  and  his 
wounded ,  with  the  intention  of  falling  back  behind  the  Pregel;  but  is 
drawn  into  an  Engagement  at  Friedland.  Defcription  of  the  Field  of 
Battle ,  and  Particulars  of  the  Contefi.  The  Ruffians  are  defeated)  and 
retire  behind  the  Me  me  l .  General  Bennigfen  demands  an  Armifice 9 
which  is  granted.  The  Emperor  of  Ruffia  and  Buonaparte  have  an. 
Interview .  A  Treaty  of  Peace  between  them  is  fgned  at  Tilfit .  Sub- 
fane  e  thereof  and  of  the  Treaty  between  France  and  P ruffia .  Great 
Reduction  of  the  latter,  Buonaparte  fets  out  for  D  ref  den .  Confitution 
of  the  Dutchy  of  Warfaw ,  The  King  of  Pruffia*s  Addrefs  to  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  ceded  Provinces,  Heavy  Contributions  demanded  by 
the  French  Ruler  from  the  States  belonging  to  the  Houle  of  Brandenburg. 
Economical  Meafures  of  Frederick  William.  TranfaBions  in  Swedijh 
Pomerania.  Conference  between  the  King  of  Sweden  and  Marfhal 
Prune.  Guflavus  pubiijhes  a  Proclamation  to  the  German  Soldiers  ferving 
in  the  French  Armies ,  or  as  Allies  of  the  French.  His  ineffeBual  En - 

„  deavmrs 
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Jeavours  to  p referee  Stralfund ,  and  procure  an  Armiftke.  He  ^withdraws 
(altogether  nvith  his  Army  from  Pomerania  $  and  Nlarjhal  Prune  takes 


PojfejfioK  of  Stralfund i 

THE  pofition  of  the  French  and 
Ruffian  armies  had  not  been 
materially  altered  for  the  laft  two 
month's.  The  left  wing  of  the 
former  was  flattened  on  the  Nogat, 
and  reached  from  Braun  {berg  to 
Elbingen,  and  from  thence  acrofs 
the  Paffarge  up  to  Gutftadt. 
Along  the  whole  line  of  the  Paf- 
farge  it  was  protefled  by  batteries 
and  formidable  intrenchments.  The 
centre  occupied  Pruffian  Holland, 
Leibfladt  and  Morungen ;  and 
was  in  fadl  completely  in  the  rear 
€>f  the  left  wing.  The  right  main¬ 
tained  through  the  country,  fit  li¬ 
sted  on  the  lakes  to  the  north  of 
Ortellburg,  a  communication  with 
the  corps  of  Maffena,  who  was 
polled  between  the  Narew  and  the 
Bug  to  watch  a  body  of  Ruffians, 
which,  fince  the  arrival  of  Alex¬ 
ander  in  Pruffian  Poland,  had  ap¬ 
peared  near  the  former  river.  For 
the  fake  of  precaution  to  the  rear 
of  the  whole,  there  was  an  inter¬ 
mediate  pofition  on  the  Dribentz, 
between  the  Paffarge  and  the  Vif- 
tula,  where  confiderable  maga¬ 
zines  had  been  eftablilhed.  The 
French  were  in  poffieffion  of  a  trad 
of  territory,  which  was  by  na¬ 
ture  admirably  calculated  for  pro- 
traded  warfare  :  for  before  their 
centre  and  right  wing  were  vafl 
forefts  and  moraffes.  The  left  of 
the  allies  was  formed  by  the  Pruf- 
fians,  and  flretched  from  the 
Frifche  HafF  along  the  right  bank 
of  the  Paflarge  to  Wormdit.  The 
advanced  guards  were  at  this  point 
feparated  by  nothing  but  the  river, 
which  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the 
mouth  is  narrow,  and  in  many 


places  fo  fhallow,  that  deferters 
were  in  the  habit  of  wading  through 
it.  The  Pruffian  troops  were  ani¬ 
mated  with  the  mofl  excellent  fpi. 
lit  for  the  fervice  of  their  country  ; 
and  were  chiefly  compofedof  bat¬ 
talions  that  had  not  been  prefent 
at  the  battle  of  Jena.  The  Ruf¬ 
fian  lines  began  at  Wormdit  and 
extended  over  Heilfberg,  Barten- 
flein  and  Shippenbeil.  The  Ruf¬ 
fians  had  an  advanced  guard  be¬ 
fore  their  right  and  left  wings, 
and  alfo  before  their  centre.  Their 
left  was  confided  to  the  diredhion 
of  general  Platoff,  who  pufhed 
parties  as  far  as  Ortelfburg,  where 
frequent  fkirmifhes  had  latterly- 
taken  place ;  but  in  every  other 
part,  both  the  French  and  the  allies 
remained  inactive. 

The  caufe  of  this  tacit  fufpen- 
fion  of  hoftilities  mull  probably  be 
fought,  not  only  in  the  wifh  of 
Buonaparte  and  the  confederates  to 
procure  reinforcements,  before  they 
attempted  to  make  a  decifi  ve  flrug- 
gle,  but  to  the  negotiations  for  a 
general  peace,  which  had  been 
maintained  during  the  whole  win¬ 
ter.  It  feems  a  propofition  had 
been  made  to  Buonaparte,  that  a 
congrefs  of  all  the  powers  at  war 
fhould  be  convened,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  Turkey;,  but  as  the 
French  ruler  conceived,  that  the 
exclufion  of  the  Ottoman  envoy 
would  at  once  lead  to  the  accorn- 
plifhment  of  the  views,  which  Ruf- 
fia  was  fuppofed  to  have  for  a  long 
time  entertained  with  regard  to 
the  Turkifh  empire,  he  decidedly 
refilled  fuch  a  flipulation.  After 
feveral  months  fpent  in  preliminary 

intercourfe, 
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intercoufe,  Buonaparte,  moft  likely 
after  the  fall  of  Dantzic,  inti¬ 
mated  to  the  confederates,  that  if 
Turkey  were  permitted  to  make 
common  caufe  with  France  in  the 
congrefs,  he  fhould  have  no  ob¬ 
jection  that  Great  Britain  fhould 
treat  in  conjunction  with  Ruffia. 
It  was  at  length  agreed  that  the 
belligerents  Ihould  fend  deputies 
to  Copenhagen  to  reconcile  the 
jarring  interefts  and  pretenfions  of 
the  European  nations,  According 
to  the  ftatements  of  the  French  bul¬ 
letins,  which  unfortunately  afford 
the  only  data  relative  to  this  bufi- 
nefs,  a  demand  was  now  made  by 
thealiies,  that  is  to  fay  the  Ruffian 
emperor  and  the  king  of  Pruffia,  to 
be  informed  upon  what  bafes  the 
congrefs  was  to  negotiate  ;  to  which 
Buonaparte  replied,  thattomeet  his 
fentiments.  it  ought  to  proceed  on 
the  principle  of  recognifing  the 
jperfed  equality  of  all  the  hoftile 
ffates,  and  of  adopting  a  fyflem  of 
compenfations. 

That  a  convention  formed  on 
fuch  grounds  would  have  made  a 
rapid,  or  indeed  any,  progrefs  in 
the  work  of  peace  was  not  to  be 
expe&ed  ;  and  the  confederates  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  been  of  this  opinion, 
for  hoftili ties  were  very  foon 
afterwards  refumed.  Independent¬ 
ly  of  tbefe  negotiations,  the  em¬ 
peror  of  Auflria  had,  by  a  circu¬ 
lar  note,  offered  to  mediate  be- 
between  the  belligerents ;  but  as 
he  did  not  appear  warranted  to 
fubmit  any  precife  bafis,  on  which 
the  parties  could  treat,  his  refcript 
merely  produced  the  empty  com. 
pliments  of  anfwers  to  it,  acknow¬ 
ledging  his  good  intentions® 

After  forming  various  projeCis, 
and  much  irrefolution,  general  Ben- 
nigfen  put  the  allied  army  in  mo¬ 


tion,  and  opened  the  campaign 
with  ten  thoufand  Pruffians  and 
feventy-five  thoufand  Ruffians.  His  ' 
imention  was  to  defiroy  the  corps 
of  marfhal  Ney,  which  he  con¬ 
ceived  to  be  pradlicable  from  its  ad. 
vanced  pofition  about  Giuftadt  5 
and  if  fuccefsful,  to  fall  on  marfhal 
Davouft  at  Ailenflein.  The  Pruf¬ 
fians  on  the  5th  of  June  feigned  a 
ferious  attack  on  the  bridge  of 
Spanden  over  the  Paffarge,  de¬ 
fended  by  a  Tingle  regiment  be- 
longing  to  the  corps  of  marfhaf 
Bernadotte,  and  protected  by  a 
very  llrong  tete-du-pont.  Seven 
times  did  they  renew  the  affault, 
but  were  as  often  repulfed.  They 
were  then  charged  by  a  regiment 
of  French  dragoons,  which  had 
come  up  to  the  fpot  ;  but  according 
to  the  original  plan,  they  defifled 
from  farther  operations  and  quit¬ 
ted  the  field.  They  lofi  however 
in  this  affair  a  number  of  men  in 
killed  and  wounded.  Two  divi- 
fions  of  the  Ruffian  centre  alfo 
bore  upon  the  tete-du-pont  of  Lo- 
mitten,  which  was  occupied  by  ge¬ 
neral  Feltry’s  brigade,  part  of 
Souit’s  corps;  and,  in  puriuance  of 
the  fame  arrangement,  engaged  the 
attention  of  the  enemy  during  the 

dav” ;  but  feveral  hundred  men 

✓  * 

were  killed  and  wounded  on  each 
fide. 

The  real  attack  was  dire&ed 
againft  the  polls  of  marfhal  Ney’s 
corps,  amounting  to  twenty-four 
thoufand  men,  and  flationed  at 
Altkiiken,  Ammt,  Giitfladt,  and 
Wolfsdorf ;  while  genera!  PlatofF 
with  five  thoufand  men,  including 
the  brigade  of  infantry  under  ge¬ 
neral  Knoring,  was  dire&ed  to 
pafs  the  Alle  between  Ailenflein 
and  Giitfladt,  to  alarm  the  rear 
of  marfhal  Ney,  and  keep  the 

corps 
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corps  of  Davouft  at  Allenftein  in 
check.  Unfortunately  the  differ¬ 
ent  columns  were  dire&ed  to  con¬ 
ned!  their  movements,  and  attend 

I  ' 

upon  each  other,  inftead  of  having 
orders  to  prefs  forward  vigoroufly, 
and  reach  the  Paffarge  with  all  pof- 
fible  expedition,  fo  as  to  antici¬ 
pate  the  arrival  of  the  enemy. 
In  confequence  of  the  delay  at¬ 
tending  this  prefcribed  mutual  pro- 
grefs,  marihal  Ney  was  enabled  to 
defend  himfelf  without  any  uneafi- 
nefs  for  his  flanks ;  and  it  was  not 
until  two  o’cock  that  general 
Gartchikoff  could  enter  Giitftadt, 
where  he  took  fome  magazines 
and  three  hundred  prifoners.  Even 
when  Ney  was  driven  from  the 
Alle,  he  was  not  urged  back  fo 
as  to  throw  his  lines  into  confufion, 
but  permitted  to  retire  gradually 
until  night  interrupted  the  adtion ; 
when  he  withdrew  his  main  body 
acrofs  the  Paffarge  at  Deppen, 
where  there  was  no  tete-du-pont, 
and  which  village  was  completely 
commanded  by  the  heights  on  the 
aright  bank ;  fo  that  if  the  plan  of 
the  Ruffian  commander  had  been 
more  Ikilfully  combined,  marfhal 
Ney,  with  all  the  ability  and 
means  he  employed,  could  not 
have  prevented  the  entire  lofs  of 
his  corps. 

The  next  morning  at  fix  o’clock 
the  Ruffian  army  moved  forward, 
and  the  advanced  guard,  under 
prince  Bagration,  drove  the  rear 
guard  of  the  enemy  acrofs  the 
bridge,  where  the  Ruffians  main¬ 
tained  the  reft  of  the  day  a  clofe 
and  (harp  fire  of  mufketry  and  can¬ 
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non  on  the  French  pofition  and  the 
village  of  Deppen.  At  fix  the  adlion 
ceafed,  when  part  of  the  village  had 
been  confumed,  and  the  bridge  was 
too  much  burnt  for  paffage.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  affair,  which  coft  the 
Ruffians  five  hundred  men,  and 
the  French  as  many,  a  regiment 
of  Coffacks  fwam  the  Paffarge,  pe¬ 
netrated  eight  miles  in  the  rear  of 
the  enemy,  attacked  and  cut  to 
pieces  an  effort  of  cavalry,  de- 
ftroyed  thirty  baggage  waggons, 
and  brought  off  a  howitzer,  which 
they  contrived  to  get  fafe  acrofs 
the  river,  and  deliver  into  the 
Ruffian  camp  *.  On  the  7  th  the 
Ruffian  army  was  about  to  proceed 
to  Allenftein,  but  the  Coffacks 
fent  advice  that  they  were  in  the 
town,  and  that  marfhal  Davouft 
had  abandoned  it  to  join  marfhal 
Ney.  Finding  that  the  Ruffians 
had  entered  upon  hoftilities,  Buo¬ 
naparte  immediately  fet  out  for 
Deppen,  where  he  arrived  on  the 
Sth.  The  French  foon  afterwards 
made  a  feint  to  fall  back  to  Off 
terode,  and  as  the  road  to  that 
town  lay  open  to  the  view  of  the 
Ruffians,  in  order  to  deceive  them, 
a  number  of  troops  and  even  the 
baggage  of  the  army  were  fent  in 
that  diredtion  ;  but  it  was  foon 
perceived  that  the  forces  as  well  the 
baggage  waggons,  under  cover  of  & 
wood,  quitted  that  route  and  pro** 
ceeded  towards  Liebftadt.  On  this 
day  general  Kaminfki,  returning 
with  his  di  vifion  from  the  expedition 
to  Dantzic,  had  near  Wolfsdorf  a 
flight  affair  with  the  fourth  corps 
of  the  French  in  its  march  to 


*  Buonaparte’s  bulletin  dates  the  Ruffian  lofs  to  have  been  two  thoufand  men  killeed 
and  three  thoufand  wounded  :  that  of  the  French  at  at  one  hundred  and  fixty  killed,, 
two  hundred  wounded,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  prifoners,  for  the  moft  part  carried 
by  the  Coffacks. 
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Altkirken,  but  he  loft  only  a  few 
men;  and  the  Coffacks  having 
fuccefsfully  attacked  the  French 
cavalry  belonging  to  this  corps, 
general  Bennigfen  difcovered  from 
the  prifoners  whom  they  fent  into 
bis  camp,  that  Buonaparte  pro- 
pofed  to  move  diredly  upon  Heilf¬ 
berg.  He  therefore  determined 
to  retire  to  that  pofition  himfelf, 
leaving  prince  Bagration  and  ge¬ 
neral  PlatofF  to  cover  his  retreat. 
On  the  9th  Buonaparte  affembled 
bis  army,  and  followed  the  Ruf¬ 
fians  with  the  corps  of  Ney,  Da- 
vouft,  Lannes,nthe  imperial  guards, 
Oadinot’s  divifion  and  the  cavalry 
of  referve.  Prince  Bagration  and 
general  PlatofF  took  a  pofition  at 
Glottau,  difputed  the  way  for  a 
long  time,  and  effeded  a  very  maf- 
terly  retreat  through  Gutftadt, 
after  burning  the  bridges  over  the 
Alle. 

The  enemy  fatisiied  with  the 
poffeffion  of  Gutftadt,  and  'the 
left  bank  of  the  Alle,  did  not  pafs 
any  troops  over  the  river  to  pur- 
fue,  but  continued  a  heavy  lire 
while  the  Ruffians  remained  on  the 
oppoflte  fide,  and  the  main  body  of 
the  French  army  moved  along  the 
left  bank  in  the  direction  of  Lau- 
nau.  Towards  night  prince  Ba¬ 
gration  fell  back  about  half  way 
to  Heilfherg,  and  the  Coffacks  took 
poft  in  his  front.  On  the  10th,  the 
French  diviftons  being-  now  con- 

kJ 

centrated,  except  that  of  Vidor 
which  was  manoeuvering  on  the 
left,  and  compofed  of  the  corps  of 
Key,  Lannes,  Davouft,  Mortier, 
Oudinot’s  divifion,  the  imperial 
guard,  and  the  cavalry  under  Mu¬ 
rat,  advanced  upon  Heilfberg,  and 
drove  in  the  detachments  of  the 
troops  ftationed  to  obferve  their 
approach  ;  but  as  the  ground  from 


Launau,  for  about  two  leagues  to* 
wards  Heilfberg,  was  broken  by 
tranfverfe  lines  of  high  ridges,  the 
Ruffians  gradually  retired  under 
the  protedion  of  artillery  polled 
on  the  heights,  and  difputed  each 
tenable  pofition,  thus  giving  time 
for  the  arrival  of  prince  Bagration 
about  mid-day  with  his  advanced 
guard,  which  general  Bennigfen 
had  ordered  to  pafs  the  river, 
when  he  found  the  enemy  dired 
his  march  altogether  on  the  left 
bank ;  but  the  prince  had  been 
obliged  to  fall  back  as  far  as  Heilf¬ 
berg  before  he  could  crofs  on  the 
pontoon  bridges,  fo  that  he  reached 
his  ftation  on  the  left  bank  only  as 
the  enemy  had  gained  the  uneven 
ground,  and  were  beginning  to  de¬ 
ploy  on  the  plain,  which  ftretched, 
with  a  partial  interruption  of  wood, 
on  their  left  Hank  to  the  pofition 
of  Heilfberg.  About  two  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon  the  corps  of  mar- 
fhal  Soult  being  formed  in  order 
of  battle,  two  divifions  of  it  march¬ 
ed  to  the  right,  while  Legraod 
with  his  divifion  extended  the 
French  left  to  fome  commanding 
grounds  bordered  by  woods,  that 
it  was  neceffary  to  oqcupy  to  fup- 
port  the  cavalry,  which  conftant- 
ly  charged  the  advanced  guard  of 
the  Ruffians.  Buonaparte  feemed 
determined  to  crulh  this  corps  by 
weight  of  fire  and  repeated  at¬ 
tacks.  The  Ruffians  driven  from 
the  broken  ground,  in  vain  endea¬ 
voured -»to  difpute  the  plain;  they 
were  obliged  to  form  alternate 
lines  tofuftain  the  retrograde  move¬ 
ments,  yet  the  fucceffive  retreat  of 
each  was  rapid,  and  the  lofs  every 
moment  augmented.  The  Ruffian 
cavalry  behaved  with  great  fpirit, 
but  being  fo  much  outnumbered, 
was  unable  to  check  the  enemy. 

Prince 
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Prince  Bagration  having  fent  for 
reinforcements,  fome  infantry  were 
thrown  forward  to  fupport  him, 
and  fifteen  fquadrons  of  Pruffian 
cavalry,  with  a  battery  of  horfe 
artillery,  by  the  bravery  with 
which  they  adfed,  afforded  him 
great  relief ;  but  the  enemy  by 
feeding  his  advanced  lines  ftill 
gained  ground,  and  about  four  in 
the  afternoon,  when  prince  Bagra¬ 
tion  fent  for  further  aid,  general 
Bennigfert  ordered  forward  more 
cavalry,  and  diredled  the  prince 
to  keep  retiring  and  allure  the 
French  under  a  part  of  his  pofirion, 
armed  with  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  reinforced  by 
all  his  troops,  except  the  guards 
and  fome  cavalry,  from  the  right 
bank  of  the  Alle.  About  fix  the 
enemy  had  approached  fufficiently 
near,  when  the  allied  cavalry  with¬ 
drew  by  the  flanks,  and  a  cannon¬ 
ade  of  extraordinary  fury  com¬ 
menced,  which  compelled  the  F rench 
to  recede.  About  feven  their  co¬ 
lumns  again  fuddenly  moved  for¬ 
ward,  charging  rapidly,  and  car¬ 
ried  the  advanced  work  with  three 
guns.  Prince  Gartchikoff  how¬ 
ever  repelled  them  with  the  right 
wing  of  the  Ruffians,  captured  two 
eagles,  and  purfued  them,  until  he 
threw  his  right  on  the  wood,  which 
they  had  occupied  ;  but  he  fubfe- 
^uently  retired. 

A  little  before  ten  at  night  a 
deferter  came  over  to  the  Ruffians, 
and  informed  the  general  that  ano¬ 
ther  afiault  was  preparing  from  the 
wood.  Suitable  arrangements  had 
fcarcely  been  made,  when  the  dark 
bodies  of  the  columns  were  feen 
fweeplng  forward.  The  batteries 
again  opened,  and  the  battle  was 
renewed  ;  but  the  afiailants,  unable 
to  force  their  prog  refs,  fell  back 
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almofl  annihilated.  About  eleven 
the  action  ceafed,  and  the  roar  of 
the  artillery  was  fucceeded  by  the 
melancholy  groans  of  the  wounded, 
which  rendered  the  night  horrible. 

When  day  light  broke,  the  Ruf¬ 
fians  flood  to  their  arms,  and  the 
French  were  arrayed  in  order  of 
battle  ;  but  a  fpediacle  indefcriba- 
bly  difgufling  engaged  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  both  parties.  The  ground 
between  the  wood  and  the  Ruffian 
batteries,  for  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile,  was  a  fheet  of  naked  human 
bodies,  which  friends  and  foes  dur¬ 
ing  the  night  had  mutually  ftrip- 
ped.  Many  of  the  unfortunate 
beings,  who  had  fallen,  ftill  retain® 
ed  a  confcioufnefs  of  tbeirexiftence  ; 
but  nothing  feems  to  have  been 
done  on  either  fide  to  leffen  their 
fufferings.  The  pofition  of  th» 
bodies  proved  the  defperate  ardour 
of  the  attack  ;  for  the  ditches  and 
glacis  were  filled  with  them.  Buo« 
naparte  now  ranged  his  troops  in 
order  of  battle,  hoping  at  once  to 
put  an  end  to  the  campaign  ;  ftill 
he  was  unwilling  to  become  the 
affailant,  and  the  Ruffians  declined 
an  adlion.  The  lofs  of  the  Ruf¬ 
fians  in  their  retreat  to  the  pofition 
had  been  more  than  feven  thoufand 
men,  and  that  of  the  enemy  to  a 
much  larger  amount  ;  ftill  he  had 
not  lefs  than  one  hundred  thoufand 
effective  troops  in  front  of  Heilf- 
berg,  and  another  corps  was  known 
to  be  manoeuvring  againft  -the 
Pruffians  on  the  left ;  fo  that  there 
was  no  equality  between  the  ref- 
pedlive  parties,  and  though  the 
French  had  been  repulfed,  it  was 
in  their  power  to  traverfe  the  pofi¬ 
tion  on  the  right  and  move  on 
Koenigfburg;  or,  by  throwing  brid¬ 
ges  over  the  Alle,  to  furround  and 
blockade  the  Ruffian  army,  which 
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had  not  bread  for  two  days  in  its 
magazines,  notwithftanding  what 
Buonaparte  aflerted  when  he  took 
them.  The  Ruffian  general  there¬ 
fore  refolved  to  quit  Heilfberg 
as  fpeedily  as  poffible.  At  four 
in  the  afternoon,  the  French  chief 
ordered  Davoull  to  change  his 
front,  and  pulh  forward  his  left. 
This  movement  brought  him  on  the 
lower  Alle ;  and  general  Bennig- 
fen  conceived  that  the  enemy  was 
moving  on  Kceniglburg,  and  that 
Leftocq  who  had  been  ordered  in 
the  morning  to  Zinton  from  Hei- 
ligenbeil,  on  which  place  he  had 
retreated,  might  not  be  ftrong 
enough  to  cover  that  important 
city.  He  confequently  detached  ge¬ 
neral  Kaminfki  with  nine  thoufand 
men  to  join  him,  and  ordered  Lef¬ 
tocq  to  retire  upon  Kceniglburg 
and  maintain  it ;  while  he  himfelf 
moved  upon  Wehlau  with  the  ar¬ 
my  to  fupport  the  line  of  the  Pre¬ 
gel.  Fortunately  general  Leftocq 
had  intercepted  a  courier  with  the 
order  of  Buonaparte  to  marlhal 
Vidor,  which  direded  him  to  at¬ 
tack  the  Pruffian  general  on  every 
point,  and  march  immediately  to 
Kceniglburg ;  on  which  Leftocq 
threw  himfelf  between  Vidor, 
who  was  already  at  Muhlfack,  and 
the  city,  which  he  reached,  not¬ 
withftanding  the  enemy’s  move¬ 
ments  and  repeated  attacks.  Ge¬ 
neral  Kaminfki  alfo,  by  extraordi¬ 
nary  exertion,  joined  him  during 
the  march  ;  but  a  brigade  on  Lef- 
tocq’s  right,  confifting  of  four  fqua- 
drons  of  cavalry,  two  battalions 
of  light  infantry,  and  half  a  bat¬ 
tery  of  horfe  artillery,  which  had 
been  polled  to  watch  Braunlberg, 
was  intercepted  as  it  was  on  the 
route  of  the  Frifche  Half;  and  af¬ 
ter  a  moll  gallant  attempt  to  force 


a  paffage,  was  obliged  to  furrender, 
when  within  two  miles  ofKesnigf- 
burg. 

In  the  night  of  the  iith  the 
Ruffians  began  to  crofs  the  Alle, 
abandoning  the  wounded,  of  which 
the  neighbouring  villages  were 
full,  to  the  care  of  the  enemy  ; 
but  three  diviftons  had  ftill  to  pafs 
the  bridges  after  the  day  broke, 
and  the  Coffacks  did  not  retire  till 
two  hours  afterwards.  Although 
the  whole  of  this  operation  was 
under  the  view  of  the  French,  they 
did  not  interrupt  it  in  any  way. 
A  divifion  of  dragoons,  and  two 
brigades  of  light  cavalry,  followed 
the  Ruffians  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  Alle,  in  their  march  on  Bar- 
tenftein  and  Shippenbeil.  On  this 
day  (the  12th)  Buonaparte’s  head 
quarters  were  direded  on  Eylau, 
but  his  army  was  not  put  in  move¬ 
ment  before  noon.  When  he 
found  that  the  Ruffians  were  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  Shippenbeil,  he  direded 
Murat  with  the  cavalry,  and  mar- 
fhals  Soult  and  Davoull  to  ma¬ 
noeuvre  and  cut  off  Bennigfen’s 
army  from  Kceniglburg ;  and  with 
the  corps  of  marlhals  Ney,  Lan~ 
nes,  Mortier,  and  Vidor,  Oudi- 
not's  divifion,  and ,  the  imperial 
guard,  he  in  perfon  marched  upon 
Friedland.  A  body  of  French  huf- 
fars  entered  the  town  on  the  mor¬ 
ning  of  the  13th,  but  were  driven 
out  by  a  brigade  of  Ruffian  caval¬ 
ry  ;  and  in  the  evening  general 
Bennigfen  with  his  army  reached 
thisfceneof  his  misfortunes.  Fried- 
land  is  a  cosliderable  town  fituated 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Alle,  and 
conneded  with  the  right  bank  by 
a  long  wooden  bridge.  Weft  of 
the  town  is  a  capacious  lake ; 
and  the  country,  for  fome  thing 
more  than  a  mile  in  the  diredion 

of 
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of  Heilfb erg,  forms  a  femicircular 
plain,  but  divided  by  a  deep  ra¬ 
vine  full  of  water,  fcarcely  forda¬ 
ble,  that  runs  from  Domnau  to  the 
town  ;  to  the  left  of  which  the 
ground  abruptly  defcends.  A  thick 
wood  fringes  the  plain  from  the 
Alle  to  the  village  ofHeinrichfdorf, 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  to  the 
north-weft  ofFriedland  ;  and  here 
there  is  a  little  open  fpace,  but 
woods  again  clofe  round  to  the 
river,  the  banks  of  which  are  very 
fteep. 

General  Bennigfen  wifhing  to 
occupy  the  town  for  the  night, 
ordered  fome  regiments  of  cavalry 
to  crofs  the  river,  and  take  poft  on 
the  other  fide  of  it.  At  four 
o’clock  the  next  morning,  being 
the  14th  day  of  the  month  and  the 
anniverfary  of  the  celebrated  bat¬ 
tle  of  Marengo,  thefe  troops  were 
attacked  by  the  enemy  from  the 
village  of  Pofthenan,  which  is  in 
the  wood  above  defcribed.  From 
the  information  of  fome  prifoners, 
Bennigfen  believed  that  Oudinot’s 
corps,  which  had  been  much  fhat- 
tered  at  Heilfberg,  was  alone  fta- 
tioned  at  this  village.  He  there¬ 
fore  retarded  his  march  toWehlau, 
and  fent  one  of  his  divifions  to  fup- 
port  the  cavalry,  with  the  defign 
of  extinguifhing  Oudinot’s  corps 
altogether.  /  The  enemy  at  firft 
fhovved  but  a  fmall  force,  but  by 
degrees  re  lift  a  nee  fo  increafed,  that 
another  divilion  was  ordered  to 
crofs  the  Alle,  and  in  addition  to 
the  town  bridge,  three  pontoon 
bridges  were  conftrudted  for  the 
-paflage  of  the  army.  A  heavy 
cannonade  foon  commenced,  the 
enemy’s  fharp  {hooters  advanced, 
columns  prefented  themfelves,  ca¬ 
valry  formed  on  the  Ruffian  flank, 
and  general  Bennigfen,  in  Head  of 


encountering  a  crippled  divilion, 
found  himfelf  ferioufly  engaged, 
not  only  with  Oudinot,  but  the 
two  fupporting  corps  of  Lannes 
and  Mortier,  fuftained  by  a  divi¬ 
fion  of  dragoons  under  general 
Grouchy,  as  well  as  Nanfouti’s 
cuiraffiers,  without  an  objeft,  in 
an  untenable  pofition,  and  where 
his  troops  could  not  gain  a  vi&ory, 
but  might  be  ruined  •;  for  general 
Bennigfen  had  at  firft  formed  his 
columns  of  infantry  in  the  open 
fpace  of  the  plain  between  the  Alle. 
and  the  ravine,  the  cavalry  being 
to  the  right  of  the  road  to  Hein- 
richfdorf ;  but  as  the  fucceeding 
divisions  paffied  the  Alle,  the  right 
and  part  of  the  centre  were  polled 
between  that  road  and  the  other 
lide  of  the  ravine,  which  thus  in¬ 
terfered  the  army.  The  Ruffians 
were  befides  entirely  expofed  to 
the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  every 
movement  diftin&ly  feen,  while 
the  French  were  flickered  from 
aim,  and  their  force  and  operations 
concealed  by  the  wood,  until  they 
chofe  to  expofe  them  ;  they  had 
moreover  on  the  right  of  their  po¬ 
fition  the  advantage  of  fome  fifing 
ground,  which  commanded  both 
banks  of  the  Alle  as  far  as  the 
town. 

After  a  heavy  cannonade  and 
much  mufquetry,  which  the  French 
maintained  with  their  troops  dif- 
perfed  cn  tirailleur ,  about  feven 
o’clock  thirty  fquadrons  of  French 
cavalry  and  fome  infantry  endea¬ 
voured  to  turn  the  Ruffian  right, 
by  carrying  the  village  of  Hein- 
•richfdorf ;  and  as  twelve  Ruffian 
fquadrons  deftined  to  occupy  it 
were  only  on  their  march  from  the 
Alle,  the  former  fucceeded  in  pof- 
feffing  themfelves  of  it  and  of 
three  guns,  which  had  been  ad- 
[c  3]  vanced 
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vanced  too  haftily.  When  the 
French  charged  theRuffian  cavalry, 
they  at  firft  broke  and  fled  ;  but 
the  French  were  in  their  turn 
checked  by  the  approach  of  the 
Ruffian  infantry,  and  loft  a  great 
many  men,  particularly  cuiraffiers. 
Soon  afterwards  a  column  of  two 
thoufand  five  hundred  French  in¬ 
fantry  attempted  to  force  the  Rufi 
Han  right,  and  gain  the  town  of 
Friedland,  before  the  latter  was 
well  eftablifhed  in  its  pofition  ; 
but  the  enemy  was  fuffered  to 
come  clofe  up  to  the  Ruffian  artil- 
,  lery,  when  it  opened  a  deftruc- 
tive  fire  of  grape,  and  the  column 
was  repulfed  by  the  infantry,  with 
the  lofs  of  a  thoufand  men  killed 
and  wounded,  and  the  eagle  of  the 
15th  regiments  The  efforts  of 
the  enemy  now  relaxed-;  and,  after 
an  ineffectual  attack  on  the  Ruffian 
left,  he  took  fhelter  in  the  wood. 
As  general  Bennigfen  had  been 
made  acquainted  by  fome  prifoners 
with  the  force  oppo  ed  to  him,  and 
was  fearful  that  a  corps  of  the 
French  might  be  fcnt  to  feize  the 
bridge  of  Allenberg,  which  would 
intercept  his  retreat  on  Wehlau, 
and  defeat  the  original  plan  ot  the 
movement,  concerted  with  general 
Leftocq,  he  directed  fix  thoufand 
men  to  fecure  that  poft.  This  de¬ 
tachment,  with  that  under  Ka- 
minfki,  deprived  him  of  fifteen 
thoufand  of  his  beft  troops,  fo  that 
he  had  only  about  forty-fix  thou¬ 
fand  men  to  defend  the  two  banks 
of  the  Alle  ;  but  though  he  was 
difappoir.ted  in  his  hopes  of  driv¬ 
ing  rhe  enemy  from  the  wood,  he 
Hill  fuppofed  he  fhould  be  able  to 
maintain  his  pofition  till  night. 
|n  this  confidence  no  precautions 
were  taken  againft  difafter,no  works 
were  thrown  up  to  defend  the  en. 


trances  into  the  town,  and  cover 
the  retiring  forces,  if  they  fhould 
be  prematurely  compelled  to  recrofs 
the  river.  At  mid-day,  after  all 
the  divifions  of  the  Ruffian  army 
had  taken  their  feveral  ftations, 
the  adion  was  renewed  with  great 
fury  ;  but  the  French  being  dif- 
comfited  covered  the  front  of  their 
pofition  with  fharp-fhooters,  and 
played  from  a  numerous  artillery 
on  the  Ruffians,  who  were  wholly 
expofed  ;  while  the  French  fupport- 
ing  lines  con.ealed  themfelves  by 
lying  down  in  the  high  grafs,  or 
behind  favouring  fwellsof  ground. 
Never  was  more  gallantry  difplay- 
ed  than  by  the  Ruffians,  in  fuf- 
taining  the  ftorm  of  cannon-balls 
and  bullets  until  five  o’clock  in 
the  afternoon,  with  the  greateft 
patience  and  difeipline.  A  gal¬ 
lantry  the  more  commendable,  as 
they  had  been  for  feveral  days 
making  the  moft  painful  marches, 
with  fcarcely  any  repofe ;  and 
for  many  hours  before  the  bat¬ 
tle  they  had  not  eaten  a  morfel 
of  any  kind,  yet  not  a  murmur 
of  difeontent  was  heard  amongffi 
them. 

A  little  after  three  o’clock  Buo- 
napartearrived  with  his  wholearmy 
from  Eylau,  and  repo  fed  his  troops 
till  five,  when  the  French  flood  to 
their  arms  and  the  cavalry  mount¬ 
ed.  ISey  commanded  the  right, 
Lannes  the  centre,  and  Mortier 
the  left.  Vidor  with  his  corps  and 
the  imperial  guard  formed  the  re- 
ferve.  Latour  Maubourg  with 
his  divifion  of  dragoons  fupported 
the  right,  La  Houffiaye’s  dragoons 
and  the  Saxon  cuiraffiers  the  cen¬ 
tre,  and  Grouchy’s  cavalry  the 
left.  Buonaparte,  having  recon¬ 
noitred  the  pofition,  determined  to 
attack  the  town  of  Friedland  ;  for 
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'which  purpofe  he  changed  his  front 
and  threw  forward  his  right  wing.  > 
General  Bennigfen,  who  faw  all 
thefe  preparations,  did  every  thing 
in  his  power  to  meet  them,  by  poll¬ 
ing  fix  guns  on  an  elevation  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  Alle,  in  order 
to  take  the  enemy  in  flank,  and 
by  ordering  his  line  to  clofe  ufp ; 
but  as  he  had  already  loll  twelve 
thoufand  men,  including  ten  of  his 
generals  and  feveral  hundred  offi¬ 
cers,  there  were  Hill  great  inter¬ 
vals  in  it ;  fo  that  it  feemed  more 
like  advanced  detachments  than 
the  army  itfelf,  which  appearance 
luckily  deceived  Buonaparte,  and 
fufpended  his  efforts  after  the  bat¬ 
tle.  At  half  pall  five  the  report 
of  twenty  pieces  of  cannon  gave 
the  fignal  for  the  onfet,  when  the 
French  columns  ftarted  from  the 
wood,  and  the  corps  of  the  right 
wing  advanced  in  maffy  echellons 
at  a  quick  ftep.  The  chafleurs  of 
the  Ruffian  imperial  guard,  and 
feveral  regiments  of  militia..  Ra¬ 
tioned*  behind  them,  which  wer 4 
all  greatly  committed,  gave  way 
at  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  and 
dreamed  to  the  bridges  over  the 
Alle ;  while  the  fix  guns,  on  the 
elevation  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
river,  were  drjvefln  back  by  fire  out 
of  the  aCtion.  Some  Colfacks  and 
cavalry  attempted  to  attack  the 
rear  of  the  French  corps,  but  a  di- 
viixon  of  dragoons  apd  infantry  re- 
pulfed  them.  General  Platoff  too 
wilhed  to  crofs  the  Alle  in  the  rear 
pf  the  enemy,  but  found  the  wood 
too  ftrongly  lined  by  infantry, 
and  was  obliged  to  give  tip  his  en- 
terprifef 

In  the  meap  time  the  right  of 
the  French  pufhed  forward,  driv¬ 
ing  every  thing  before  them,  while 
their  remaining  columns  could 


hardly  find  fpace  for  the  formation 
of  their  numbers.  The  Ruffian 
guards,  impatient  of  the  cannonade 
which  tore  them  to  pieces,  rufhed 
forward  with  fixed  bayonets,  but 
not  in  compact  order.  They  for 
a  moment  checked  Ney's  corps, 
which  was  even  difordered,  buf 
upon  a  French  referve  coming  up, 
they  were  driven  to  the  town ; 
where  they  fuftained  themfelves, 
till  the  fugitives  of  the  chaffeurs 
and  militia  had  pafled  the  town 
bridge  and  the  other  bridges  con- 
ftru&ed  with  pontoons,  when  they 
alfo  retired  over  them.  All  the 
bridges  were  now  ordered  to  be 
fired  ;  and  they  were  effectually  de« 
ftroyed.  The  conflagration  caught 
a  quarter  of  the  town,  in  which 
the  Ruffian  prifoners  were  depoffted ; 
fo  that  they  perifned  in  the  flames, 
which  raged  for  feveral  hours. 

The  infantry  of  the  centre  and 
right  wing  had  kept  their  ground, 
and  the  enemy  advancing  upon  the 
branch  of  the  ravine,  which  inter¬ 
fered  the  plain,  not  being  aware 
of  this  difficulty,  fuffered  a  heavy 
lofs  during  their  embarraffinent  ; 
but  the  flank  of  the  Ruffian?  bein? 
expofed  by  the  defection  of  the 
guards,  they  muff  have  given  way, 
if  the  cavalry  had  not  rufhed  for¬ 
ward  to  their  affiftance  at  full  fpeed. 
This  fervipe  tire  latter  performed 
with  great  fpirit,  and  they  actually 
trampled  down  two  French  bat¬ 
talions.  A  retreat  however  be¬ 
came  necefiary,  and  luckily  a  ford 
was  difcovered,  but  the  river  was 
breafl  deep.  The  infantry  never- 
thelefs  pafled,  as  well  as  the  cavalry 
and  artillery  ;  but  the  little  re» 
maining  ammunition  in  the  tum¬ 
brels  was  utterly  fpoiled,  General 
Bennigfen  rallied  the  troops  of  the 
left  wing  on  the  Wehlati  road,  and 
U'4]  prevented 
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prevented  the  purfuit  of  the  enemy ; 
thus  time  was  gained  for  the  army, 
guns,  and  baggage,  to  reach  Al- 
lerburg  on  the  15'th.  The  French 
afterwards  manoeuvred  on  the  left 
bank  ©f  the  Alle  to  intercept  the 
Ruffians  from  the  road  to  Kcenigf- 
burg. 

The  whole  lofs*  of  the  Ruf¬ 
fians  before  Friedland  was  about 
fixteen  thoufand  men,  including  ten 
generals,  five  hundred  officers,  and 
live  hundred  prifoners  ;  that  of  the 
enemy  was  feven  thoufand  men 
killed  or  wounded,  amongft  whom 
were  feveral  generals,  and  four 
hundred  prifoners.  Seventeen 
pieces  of  cannon  belonging  to  the 
Ruffians  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
French,  and  the  latter  loft  two 
eagles. 

On  the  1 6th  the  Ruffian  army 
arrived  at  Wehlau,  where  the  Alle 
and  the  Pregel  unite.  They  croffed 
the  Pregel  over  a  long  wooden 
bridge  in  the  prefence  of  Buona¬ 
parte,  who,  with  four  thoufand  men 
as  a  corps  of  obfervation,  had  alfo 
come  up  within  a  mile  of  the 
town  ;  but  he  did  not  offer  them  the 
leaft  moleftation,  and  after  they 
had  paffed  the  river,  the  Ruffians 
deftroyed  the  bridge  and  moved  to 
Polpitten. 

Notwithftanding  the  difficulties, 
and  the  inceffant  attacks  of  the 
enemy,  generals  Leftocq  and  Ka- 
minlki  had  reached  Kcenigfburg  on 
the  15th  of  June.  On  the  16th 
the  French  ftormed  the  Branden¬ 


burg  gate,  but  were  driven  back 
with  heavy  lofs  ;  and  to  prevent 
cover  to  their  future  approaches, 
the  Naffegarten  fuburb,  and  fome 
fine  mills  before  the  Friedland  gate, 
were  fet  on  fire  and  burnt.  On 
the  17th  the  French  made  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  pafs  the  Pregel,  but  were 
repulfed  by  fome  horfe  artillery 
fupported  by  cavalry.  General 
Leftocq  having  received  on  this 
day  an  account  of  the  battle  of 
Friedland,  ordered  the  garrifon 
under  arms,  with  the  pretext  of 
making  a  fally  ;  and  when  all  the 
troops  were  ready  at  their  polls, 
he  led  the  columns  out  of  Kcenigf¬ 
burg  towards  Labian,  leaving 
general  Stutterheim  with  two  bat¬ 
talions  of  light  infantry  to  cover 
the  retreat.  That  officer  remained 
till  midnight  under  the  walls,  when 
he  retired  ;  and,  on  the  morning  of 
the  1 8th,  the  magiftrates  prefented 
the  keys  of  the  city  to  the  enemy. 
General  Stutterheim  was  purfued 
and  attacked  near  Baunwald,  where 
he  made  an  obftinate  defence ;  and  he 
joined  the  Ruffians  at  Polpitten 
with  the  lofs  of  a  few  ftragglers 
only.  The  poffeffion  of  Kcenigf¬ 
burg  was  undoubtedly  highly  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  the  French  ;  yet  they 
much  magnified  the  refources,  as 
well  as  the  fpoils,  which  they  found 
there.  General  Leftocq  had  re¬ 
moved  every  thing  that  was  port¬ 
able  from  the  city  ;  and  though 
fome  of  the  merchants  had  granaries, 
the  Ruffians  and  Pruffians  had  none 


*  The  eftimate  of  the  lofs  incurred  by  the  hoftile  parties  has  been  formed  by  a  compa- 
rifon  of  the  beft  accounts,  that  have  appeared  on  the  fubjett.  The  bulletin  of  the  French 
makes  that  ®f  the  Ruffians  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  thoufand  men  ;  and  their  own 
jive  hundred  killed  and  three  thoujand  wounded  ;  but  this  latter  aflertion  is  utterly  incredi¬ 
ble.  Equally  falfe  is  the  computation,  that  the  Ruffians  during  the  ten  days  from 
their  commencing  hoftilities  had  been  deprived,  in  various  wa ys,  of  fixty  thoufand 
anen,  and  eighty  pieces  of  artillery. 


of 
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t)£  any  confequence.  Neither  is 
it  *true  that  the  French  obtained 
the  ammunition  and  arms,  which 
the  Englifh  had  fent  to  the  Ruf¬ 
fians  ;  for  they  were  conveyed  to 
a  Swedifh  port  by  the  order  of  lord 
Hutchinfon,  and  the  Ruffian  mufkets 
were  landed  at  Riga,  and  delivered 
to  the  troops  of  the  emperor. 

On  the  1 8th  the  combined  army 
marched  to  Tilfit ;  and,  as  Buona¬ 
parte  had  thrown  a  bridge  over  the 
Pregel  betweenWehlau  and  Tapian, 
the  rear  guard  was  occafionally 
obliged  to  form  againft  the  French 
cavalry  ;  the  coffacks  made  feveral 
fuccefsful  charges,  killed  and 
wounded  fome  officers,  as  well  as 
many  men,  and  made  two  or 
three  hundred  prifoners.  The 
guns,  tumbrels,  and  carriages  of 
all  defcriptions,  were  on  this  day 
fent  acrofs  the  Memel ;  and,  during 
the  whole  of  the  next  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing,  the  army  defiled  over  the 
long:  bridge.  When  the  French 
approached  Tilfit,  although  the 
pofition  was  too  extenfive  to  be 
maintained  by  the  entire  Ruflian 
army,  and  the  heights,  that  could 
not  be  occupied  by  it,  domineered  , 
the  town  and  commanded  the 
bridge,  they  quietly  fuffered  the 
retreat  of  the  rear  guard  on 
the  morning  of  the  20th,  and 
the  conflagration  of  the  bridge 
about  mid-day.  The  Ruffian 
army  was  formed  behind  the 
Memel  in  a  very  open  country,  and 
as  the  river  was  fordable  in  vari¬ 
ous  directions,  another  conteft  was 
expeCted.  The  left  of  the  French 
army  was  fupported  by  the  Curifche 
Haff at  the  mouth  of  the  Memel, 
and  the  right  under  Maffena  took 
up  a  pofition  between  the  fources 
of  the  Narew  and  the  Bug.  Maf- 
fena  had  been  kept  in  check,  al¬ 


though  he  commanded  five  and 
forty  thoufand  men,  and  had  been 
prevented  from  fending  any  de¬ 
tachment  to  the  grand  army,  by  the 
lkill  and  activity  of  general  Tol~ 
ftoy  with  only  feventeen  thoufand 
men  under  his  orders. 

The  allied  fovereigns  had  been 
three  weeks  at  Tilfit,  but  when 
they  were  informed  of  the  defeat 
at  Friedland,  they  retired  to  Me¬ 
mel.  They  appeared  now  to  he 
convinced  by  their  own  obferva- 
tions,  as  well  as  by  the  ftatements 
of  general  Bennigfen,  that  a  far-? 
ther  protraCtion  of  the  war  would 
only  lead  to  greater  calamity.  The 
unfortunate  king  of  Pruffia  had  by 
degrees  feen  the  whole  of  his  ex-r 
tenfive  territories  conquered,  ex¬ 
cept  the  country  between  the  Nie- 
men  and  the  Memel,  which  was  all 
that  remained  to  him.  In  the 
courfe  of  this  fhort  campaign,  the 
Ruffian  army  had  been  deprived  of 
at  leaft  twenty  five  thoufand 
fighting  men  ;  and  though  Leftocq 
had  formed  an  union  with  general 
Bennigfen,  and  a  Ruffian  divifion 
was  on  its  march  from  the  frontiers 
to  join  the  army  behind  the  Memel, 
by  which  addition  to  his  ftrength, 
with  a  body  of  three  thoufand  fix 
hundred  men,  which  had  actually 
arrived  in  his  camp,  the  forces  un¬ 
der  the  Ruffian  general  would  have 
been  more  numerous  than  before 
the  battle  of  Friedland,  the  allies 
directed  him  to  demand  an  ar« 
miftice.  Bennigfen  accordingly 
wrote  a  letter  to  prince  Bagration, 
in  which  he  requefted  that  officer 
to  acquaint  the  chiefs  of  the  French 
army,  that  he  was  defirous  of  a 
ceffation  of  hoftilities,  which,  he 
faid,  might  have  the  moft  falutary 
effeCIs,  and  prevent  the  farther  ef- 
fufton  of  blood.  •  Prince  Bagration 

thought 
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thought  he  could  not  execute  his 
commiffion  better  than  by  enclofing 
this  letter,  that  by  its  language 
demonftrated  a  deli  re  for  peace,  in 
a  packet  and  tranfmitting  it  to 
Murat.  As  foon  as  Buonaparte 
was  informed  of  the  proportion,  he 
gave  his  full  confent  to  it.  An 
armiftice  between  the  Ruffians  and 
the  French  was  therefore  (igned  on 
the  2  2d  of  June  at  Tilfit.  By  this 
inftrument  it  was  agreed,  that  if 
either  party  chofe  to  refume  hoftile 
movements,  a  month’s  previous 
notice  was  to  be  given  ;  that  the 
French  and  Pruffian  armies  fhould 
enter  into  a  feparate  armiftice  in 
the  courfe  of  five  day-,  and  during 
that  time  that  the  French  fhould 
make  no  attack  on  the  Pruffians  ; 
that  there  fhould  be  an  im¬ 
mediate  exchange  of  prifoners ; 
that  the  boundary  between  the 
Ruffian  and  the  French  armies 
fhould  be  the  centre  of  the  dream 
of  the  Niemen,  and  Nidden  on 
the  Cu  rife  he  Haff,  with  other 
limits,  which  it  is  of  no  im¬ 
portance  to  enumerate  ;  and  that 
plenipotentiaries  fhould  be  mutually 
appointed  as  fpeedily  as  poffible  to 
conclude  a  peace.  Befides  the 
consideration  of  the  impaired  date 
of  his  refources,  which  inclined  the 
emperor  Alexander  to  pacificatory 
views,  he  appears  to  have  been  much 
difappointed,  that  no  troops  were 
fent  from  England  to  create  a  di¬ 
version  in  favour  of  the  allies. 
Though  this  circumdance  did  not 
erhaps  materially  induence  him  in 
is  refolutio.n  to  put  an  end  to  the 
war,  it  is  certain  that  he  felt  great 
umbrage  at  a  conduvd,  which  he 
conceived  to  arife  from  indifference 
to  the  common  caufeon  the  part  of 
Great  Britain. 

Thus  terminated  a  campaign* 


which  was  one  of  the  moft  meraor* 
able  and  fanguinary  in  modern  hif* 
tory  ;  and  as  remarkable  for  its 
fhort  duration  as  its  conduct.  The 
refult  of  the  battle  of  Friedland 
was  of  great  political  importance ; 
but  perhaps  no  engagement  was 
ever  attended  with  fo  few  military 
advantages  to  the  conqueror.  He 
did  not  capture  one  Standard,  not 
twenty  pieces  of  cannon,  including 
thofe  difmounted,  althcugh  four 
hundred  pieces  were  with  the  army ; 
and  in  the  fubfequent  retreat  of  a 
hundred  and  twenty  miles,  over 
two  fingle  bridges,  he  did  not 
take  a  man  or  a  gun  by  any  attack, 
although  a  few  dragglers  might 
have  been  picked  up  by  his  patroles. 
The  French  opened  the  campaign 
with  nearly  one  hundred  and  fixty 
thoufand  men,  including  every 
defcription  of  force  between  the 
Oder  and  the  Alle.  Their  lofs 
had  been  confiderable  on  various 
points,  and  their  officers  admitted 
that,  fince  the  4th  of  June,  no  lefs 
than  thirty  thoufand  men  were 
deficient  in  the  army. 

On  the  26th  Buonaparte  and  the 
emperor  of  Ruffia  had  an  interview 
in  a  pavilion,  ereded  on  a  raft  in 
the  middle  of  the  Niemen.  Alex-? 
ander  and  the  French  chief  arrived 
from  the  pppofite  banks  at  the  fame 
moment,  and  immediately  em, 
braced.  The  conference  iafted 
about  two  hours,  when  both  parties 
retired.  It  was  fettled  that  one 
half  of  the  town  of  Tilfit  fhould  be 
confidered  as  neutral  •  and  apart¬ 
ments  were  appointed  there  for  the 
emperor  of  Ruffia,  with  his  fuite 
and  guards.  Whatever  might  be 
the  feelings  of  the  refpedive  rulers, 
the  greatefl  appearance  of  cordiality 
prevailed  between  them.  The 
emperor  of  Ruffia*  the  king  of 

Pruffias 
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Prulfta,  and  the  grand  duke  Con- 
flantine  dined  with  Buonaparte, 
and  rode  out  with  him.  The 
v ifits  between  thefe  illuftrious  per- 
fons  and  the  French  chief  were 
frequent.  Buonaparte’s  guards 
gave  thofe  of  the  two  fovereigns 
a  fplendid  entertainment  ;  and,  by 
way  of  proving  their  friendlhip, 
for  a  fhort  time  they  even  exchanged 
Uniforms  with  their  g cells.  If  this 
finordar  feene  did  not  demonftrate 

O 

the  regard  which  the  different  officers 
felt  for  each  other,  it  at  lead  fhowed 
that  their  joy  was  (incere  at  the  con- 
clufion  of  their  fufferings  and  toils. 

A  treaty  of  peace  bet  ween  France 
and  Ruffta  was  ligned  cn  the  7th 
of  July,  and  ratified  on  the  9th  ; 
by  the  preamble  of  which  Buona¬ 
parte’s  titles  as  emperor  of  the 
French  and  king  of  Italy  were 
diredlly  acknowledged.  Out  of 
efteem  for  the  Ruffian  emperor,  the 
French  ruler  agreed  to  reflore  to 
the  king  of  Prulfta  all  the  conquer¬ 
ed  countries  e  a  lb  of  the  Elbe,  ex¬ 
cept  the  provinces,  which  on  the 
? ft  of  January  177 1  formed  a  part 
of  the  kingdom  of  Poland.  Of 
thefe  latter  the  larger  portion  with 
the  cities  of  Thorn  and  W?,rfa\v 
were  aftigned,  under  the  title  of 
}he  dutchy  of  Warfaw,  to  the  king 
pf  Saxony,  who  was  to  have  the 
free  life  of  a  military  road  acrofs 
Silelia,  in  order  that  his  dates 
might  be  connedled  ;  and  the  re¬ 
mainder,  including  a  population  of 
two  hundred  thoufand  individuals, 
was  united  with'  the  empire  oi  Ruffi 
fia.  The  king  of  Prulfta  was  in¬ 
deed  permitted  to  retain  that  part 
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between  Pomerania  and  the  Neu- 
raarcke  and  ancient  Prulfta.  The 
city  of  Dantsic  with  a  territory 
two  leagues  round  it  was  reftored 
to  its  former  independence ;  and 
was  to  be  governed  by  its  ancient 
laws,  under  the  proteftion  of  the 
kings  of  Prulfta  and  Saxony. 
Neither  thefe  fovereigns.  nor  the 
citizens  of  Dantzic,  were  to  oppofe, 
any  obftacles  whatever  to  the  free 
navigation  of  the  Viftula,  under 
the  name  of  tolls.,  rights,  or  du¬ 
ties.  Alexander  acknowledged 
Jofeph  and  Louis  Buonaparte  as 
kings  of  Naples  and  Holland  ; 
and'  Jerome  Buonaparte  as  king  of 
Weftphalia,  which  fovereignty 
was  to  be  formed  cf  the  provinces 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Elbe,  ceded 
by  the  king  of  Prulfta,  and  of  others 
then  in  the  polfelfton  of  Buonaparte. 
Fie  alfo  recognifed  the  confe¬ 
deration  of  the  Rhine,  anci  agreed 
to  acknowledge  the  fovereigns^ 
who  might  afterwards  become 
members  of  it.  The  dukes  of  Saxe- 
Coburg  *,  Mecklenburg  Schwe- 
rin,  and  Oldenburg,  were  to  be 
reftored  to  their  dominions  ;  but 
the  ports  in  the  two  laft  dutchies 
were  to  remain  in  the  polfelfton  of 
French  garrifons,  till  a  definitive 
peace  Ihould  be  ftgned  between 
France  and  England,  Hoftilities 
were  to  ceafe  between  the  em¬ 
peror  of  Rulfia  and  the  grand 
feignior,  and  the  Ruffian  troops 
were  to  be  withdrawn  from  Mok 
davia  and  Wallachia ;  but  thofe 
provinces  were  not  to  be  occupied 
by  the  forces  of  the  fultan,  until  a; 
treaty  of  peace  Ihould  be  ratified 
between  Ruffia  and  the  porte  ;  for. 


of  Poland  north  of  the  river  Netze 

*  Soon  after  the  treaty  figned  at  Pofe.n  between  this  prince  and  Buonaparte,  the 
duke  of  Saxe-Coburg  died,  and  his  eldeft  fon 
ruler  had  lequeftrated  his  territories. 


being  in  the  Prufljan  fervice,  the  French 


which 
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which  purpofe  Alexander  accepted 
the  good  officers  of  Buonaparte. 
The  latter  confented  to  receive 
the  mediation  of  the  Ruffian  em. 
peror  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  peace 
between  France  and  England,  pro¬ 
vided  fuch  mediation  fhould  be  ad¬ 
mitted  by  the  Britifh  court  in  the 
courfe  of  one  month  from  the  day, 
when  this  inftrument  fhould  be 
ratified. 

The  treaty  between  France  and 
Pruffia  was  the  mere  fhadow  of  a 
fubftance,  and  in  fad  only  an 
empty  ceremony.  It  was  ligned 
on  the  9th  of  July  and  ratified  on 
the  1 2th.  It  was  precifely  to  the 
fame  effed,  as  that  which  had  been 
concluded  between  Buonaparte  and 
the  emperor  Alexander.  The  un¬ 
fortunate  king  of  Pruffia  ceded  in 
full  right  of  property  and  fove- 
reignty  to  the  kings,  grand -dukes, 
dukes,  and  princes,  who  fhould  be 
pointed  out  by  the  French  chief, 
all  the  domains  between  the 
Rhine  and  the  Elbe  ;  and  he  was 
compelled  to  fubmit  to  the  morti¬ 
fication  of  prohibiting  all  trade 
between  his  fubjeds  and  thofe  of 
the  potentate,  from  whom  he  had 
fo  recently  received  affiftance  in 
the  extremity  of  his  difafters. 
Thus  the  Pruffian  ports  were  to 
be  {hut  agaiwft  all  Englifh  veffiels  ; 
no  fhipment  was  to  be  made  from 
them  for  the  Britifh  ifles  or  colonies, 
cior  any  {hip  which  failed  from 
England  or  her  colonies  to  be  ad¬ 
mitted  into  them. 

By  the  treaty  of  Tilfit  the  king 
of  Pruffia  loft  twelve  thoufand 
fquare  miles  of  territory,  above 
four  millions  of  fubjeds,  and  con¬ 
siderably  above  a  third  of  his  re¬ 
venues.  Although  he  was  not 
altogether  reduced  to  the  condition 
of  a  fovereign  of  fecondary  rank, 


he  was  not  much  more  powerful 
than  the  kings  of  Saxony  and  Ba¬ 
varia.  Two  unfortunate  cam¬ 
paigns  deprived  the  houfe  of  Bran¬ 
denburg  of  thofe  ftates  and  ac¬ 
quirements,  which  the  fagacity, 
indefatigable  adivity,  warlike  ta¬ 
lent,  and  fuccefs  of  Frederick  the 
Great  had  added  to  it,  without  any 
regard  indeed  to  principle,  but 
which  were  now  transferred  to  the 
vaftals  of  a  conqueror,  whofe  open 
violations  of  the  rights  of  mankind 
and  independent  ftates,  caft  all 
former  delinquencies  into  the  fhade. 
It  would  be  a  wafte  of  the  reader's 
time  to  dwell  on  the  caufes,  which 
had  fo  lamentably  degraded  the 
kingdom  of  Pruffia  ;  they  are  ob¬ 
vious  to  any  one  who  has  attended 
to  the  hiftory  of  Europe,  fince  the 
French  revolution,  and  particularly 
fince  the  grand  confederacy  againft: 
Buonaparte  in  the  year  1805.  For 
the  latter  epoch,  the  court  of  Ber¬ 
lin  voluntarily  furnifhed  the  hif¬ 
tory  of  its  own  iniquity,  difgrace- 
ful  fubmiffions,  and  treachery  to  the 
caufe  of  the  continent,  as  well 
as  the  occafton  of  its  prefent  mif- 
fortunes,  in  the  manifefto  publifhed 
at  the  opening  of  the  campaign  in 
the  preceding  year. 

The  commandants  of  the  Pruffian 
fortrefles  in  Silefia  moll  gallantly 
defended  the  various  places  com¬ 
mitted  to  their  care.  An  armiftice 
had  been  agreed  upon  between  the 
French  and  the  befieged  at  NiefTe  on 
the  28th  of  May  ;  when  it  was 
fettled  that  the  town  fhould  be 
given  up  on  the  16th  of  June,  if 
they  were  not  relieved  before  that 
time  ;  on  which  day  they  furren- 
dered,  and  fix  thoufand  infantry, 
with  three  hundred  cavalry,  de¬ 
filed  before  Jerome  Buonaparte. 
The  fort  of  Kofel  capitulated  on 
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the  fame  day,  and  under  the  fame 
circumftances,  Glatz  furrendered 
on  the  25th.  Silverburg  appears 
to  have  held  out  till  the  pacifica¬ 
tion.  Graudentz  andColberg  *had 
alfo  defied  the  attacks  and  perfe- 
verance  of  the  French  to  the  fame 
period. 

Buonaparte  having  taken  leave  of 
the  king  of  Prufiia  and  the  emperor 
Alexander,  and  having  exchanged 
with  the  latter  their  refpedfive  or¬ 
ders  and  decorations,  fet  out  on  the 
^th  of  July  on  his  route  to  Saxony. 
He  arrived  at  Bautzen  on  the  17  th, 
where  he  was  met  by  the  Saxon 
king  and  conduced  to  Drefden. 
The  conftitution  of  the  dutchy  of 
Warfaw  was  fettled  at  this  city, 
and  approved  by  the  French  ruler 
on  the  2 2d.  The  dignity  of  grand 
duke  was  to  be  hereditary  in  the 
Saxon  family ;  and  the  fovereign 
was  to  appoint  a  governor,  who  was 
to  refide  at  Warfaw.  There  was  to 
be  a  general  diet  divided  into  two 
chambers,  one  for  the  fenators  and 
the  other  for  the  deputies  of  the 
people,  aflembled  every  year  for 
fourteen  days.  The  code  Napoleon 


was  to  be  the  law  of  the  country. 
None  but  citizens  of  the  dutchy 
could  be  appointed  to  public  fili¬ 
ations  ;  all  ads  of  the  government 
were  to  be  drawn  up  in  the  Polifk 
language  ;  the  army  was  to  con- 
fill  of  thirty  thoufand  men  ;  and 
the  revenues  of  the  duke  were  to 
be  feven  millions  of  Polilh  guil¬ 
ders,  one  half  arifing  from  de« 
mefnes  and  the  other  from  the 
treafury.  Independently  of  the 
general  influence  which  Buonaparte 
had  over  this  new  fovereignty,  as 
prote&or  of  the  Rhenifli  confede¬ 
racy,  it  will  be  perceived  that,  by 
the  introdudion  of  the  code  Na¬ 
poleon,  the  ftate  became,  morally 
in  point  of  fad,  a  province  of  the 
French  empire,  under  the  nominal 
fway  of  the  king  of  Saxony.  The 
apparent  aggrandifement  of  this 
prince,  not  only  ferved  to  keep 
Prufiia  in  check  for  the  future,  but 
by  the  right  of  a  military  road, 
which  he  had  acrofs  the  Pruffian 
ftates,  a  perpetual  fource  of  alter¬ 
cation  and  difpute  was  created,  that 
might  be  feized  upon,  at  a  con¬ 
venient  opportunity,  by  Buona- 


*  The  French  loft  great  numbers  before  this  town  by  the  fire  from  the  batteries,  and 
the  frequent  forties  of  tfie  garrifon,  as  well  as  by  the  exertions  of  the  celebrated  captain 
Schill,  who  firft  diftingujifhed  himfelf  during  the  fiege.  He  had  retired  from  the  Pruffian 
fervice,  but  infpired  by  jiatriotifm,,  he  raifed  a  corps  of  irregulars,  and  greatly  annoyed  the 
enemy  before  the  place.  The  following  curious  anecdote  concerning  him  is  related 
by  fir  Robert  Wilfon,  Captain  Schill  had  taken  four  Arabian  horfes  belonging  t® 
Buonaparte,  who  fent  a  letter  to  him  to  this  effect. 
st  My  dear  captain  of  brigands, 

I  have  commifiioned  M.  *  *  *  *  to  pay  you  whatever  you  demand 
for  the  horfes  ;  but  if  you  refufe  to  reftore  them,  you  fhali  anlwer  for  your  contumacy 
with  your  head. 

Napoleon.'” 

To  which  communication  captain  Schill  thus  replied, 

<c  My  dear  comrade  and  emperor, 

When  you  have  reftored  the  four  horfes,  which  you  ftole  at  Berlin, 
you  ftvill  have  thofe,  that  I  have  taken,  without  any  gratuity. 

Schill.” 

This  anfwer  alluded  to  the  four  brazen  horfes,  which  Buonaparte  had  removed  from 
the  Gate  of  Vidtory  at  Berlin,  and  fent  to  Paris.  The  king  of  Prufiia  rewarded  Schill’s 
fervice s,  by  making  him  a  colonel,  and  giving  him.  the  command  of  a  regiment, 

parte 
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parte  to  invade  the  territories, 
which  he  had  permitted  Frederick 
William  to  retain. 

On  the  24th  of  July  the  king 
ofPmflia  publifhed  an  addrefs  to 
the  fubjeds  of  the  ceded  provinces, 
in  which,  after  touching  on  the 
calamitous  events  of  the  war>  his 
majefty  releafed  them  from  all  obe¬ 
dience  to  his  perfon  and  houfe. 
The  proclamation  concluded  in  the 
following  pathetic  terms.  tf  Fate 
ordains  it — a  father  parts  with  his 
children.  My  moft  ardent  wifhes 
for  your  profperity  attend  you  to 
your  new  fovereign.  Be  to  him 
what  you  were  to  me.  No  fate, 
no  power,  can  efface  in  my  bofom, 
and  in  the  mind  of  my  family,  the 
remembrance  of  you/*  Shortly 
afterwards  the  king  difcharged 
from  his  armies  the  private  fol- 
diers  and  non-commiffioned  of¬ 
ficers,  who  were  natives  of  South 
and  New  Eaft  Pruffia,  and  he 
permitted  the  officers  to  enter  intQ 
the  fervice  of  the  king  of  Saxony. 

Buonaparte  had  demanded  heavy 
contributions  from  the  countries 
belonging  to  the  houfe  of  Branden¬ 
burg  ;  and  till  thefe  were  fully 
paid  up,  the  ftates  were  obliged  to 
pay  the  fum  of  live  millions  of 
crowns  annually.  The  king  en¬ 
deavoured  to  alleviate  the  burthens 
of  his  fubje&s,  by  the  pradice  of 
the  ftri&eft  economy.  For  this 
purpofe  the  penfion  lift  was  re- 
vifed  ;  many  civil  officers,  whofe 
fervices  could  be  difpenfed  with, 
were  difmiffed  from  their  employ¬ 
ments  ;  and  reforms  were  intro¬ 
duced  into  every  department  of 
the  ftate.  Divifions  of  the  French 
troops  continued  for  a  long  time 
to  occupy  the  fortrefies  and  dif- 
trids  of  his  Pruftian  majefty  ;  and 
the  exactions  of  general  Daru,  the 


French  inteadant,  caufed  frequent 
communications  between  the  courts 
of  Memel  and  Paris. 

It  has  been  related  in  the  pre« 
ceding  chapter,  that  i he  king  of 
Sweden  had  repaired  to  Pomerania, 
and  taken  on  himfelf  the  command 
of  his  army.  As  he  made  it  fuf- 
ficiently  evident  that  he  was  de~ 
termined  not  to  abide  by  the  lafi 
engagement,  entered  into  by  gene¬ 
ral  von  Ellen  and  Mortier,  which 
was  not  to  renew  hoftilities  with-* 
out  a  month's  previous  notice,  and 
as,  notwithftanding  the  armiftice, 
he  had  permitted  the  Swedifh 
marine  to  blockade  Colberg,  and 
operate  againft  the  French  and 
their  allies  befieging  that  place,  a 
correfpondence  enfued  between  the 
generals  and  his  majefty  on  this 
fubjeft.  With  a  view  of  bringing 
the  points  at  iffue  to  a  conclufion, 
Guftavus  ftgnified  to  marfha! 
Brune,  his  defire  of  conferring 
with  him  at  Schlatkoff.  Brune 
accordingly  attended  his  majefty 
at  that  town  on  the  4th  of  June. 
The.  converfation,  which  occurred 
in  this  interview,  turned  only  in¬ 
cidentally  on  the  terms  of  the  armif- 
tice  ;  but  the  king  fignihed  his 
abfolute  refolution  to  put  an  end  to 
ft  in  ten  days.  The  principal  ob¬ 
ject  of  Guftavus  appears  to  have 
been  to  demonftrate  to  marfhal 
Brune  the  impropriety  of  continuing 
in  obedience  to  Buonaparte,  inftead 
of  tendering  his  fervices  to  Louis 
the  'eighteenth,  and  of  proving  to 
him  that  the  fuccefs  of  the  former 
was  not  likely  to  be  permanent. 
Unprepared  as  Brune  was  for  a 
conference  of  fo  fmgular  a  nature, 
he  extricated  himfelf  from  his  em- 
barrafsment  with  coolnefs,  and 
with  a  proper  refpedt  for  the  Swc- 
difh  fovereigu. 


Guftavus 
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Cruftavus  had  about  twelve  thou¬ 
sand  Swedes,  and  four  thoufand 
Pruffians  commanded  by  general 
Blucher,  under  his  orders ;  but  the 
latter  were  of  courfe  rendered  neutral 
by  the  peace  of  Tilfit.  A  reinforce¬ 
ment  from  England,  confifting  of  the 
German  legion  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  lord  Cathcart,  had  arrived 
i-n  the  illand  of  Rugen.  The  king 
was  particularly  anxious  to  add 
to  the  fortifications  of  Stralfund, 
and  ftrengthen  the  military  polls 
of  Pomerania.  His  majelly  pub- 
lifhed  a  proclamation,  couched  in 
very  ftrong  terms,  addrefifed  to 
the  German  troops  Serving  in  the 
French  army,  or  as  allies  of  the 
French,  and  calling  on  them  to 
vindicate  their  honour  and  their 
national  character,  by  joining  the 
only  German  prince,  who  had  not 
yet  condefcended  to  make  peace 
with  Buonaparte.  The  military 
operations  in  Pomerania,  after  the 
commencement  of  hoftilities,  are 
extremely  uninterelling.  The 
whole  chain  of  Swedilh  polls  was 
feveral  times  attacked  and  driven 
in  by  the  overwhelming  forces  un¬ 
der  marfhal  Brune,  who  had  not 
lefs  than  feventy  thoufand  men, 
natiyes  of  various  countries,  but 
chiefly  Spaniards  and  Germans,  to 
oppofe  the  little  army  of  Gullavus. 
After  the  firli  and  fecond  defeat, 
his  majelly  applied  to  Brune  for  an 
srmillice,  but  without  fuccefs.  When 
the  requell  was  laid  made,  Brune 
offered  to  comply  with  it,  pro¬ 
vided  Stralfund  were  occupied  by 
French  troops  ;  but  this  condition 
was  rejeftedc  On  the  8th  of 
Augull  the  Englilh  forces  were 
embarked  at  Rugen,  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  expedition  againll 
Copenhagen.  Thus  left  to  his  own 
refources,  the  king  of  Sweden,  not 
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being  able  to  draw  any  more  troops 
from  his  own  territories,  confifU 
ently  with  the  fafety  of  the  Hates, 
forefaw  the  impolfibility  of  pre« 
ferving  Stralfund,  efpecially  as  the; 
French  had  for  fome  time  made 
every  preparation  to  bombard  the 
place.  In  order  to  avoid  the  hu¬ 
miliating  circumHance  of  confenting 
to  give  up  the  city  to  the  enemy, 
Gullavus  had  recourfe  to  the  fub- 
terfuge  of  fending  baron  Vegefack 
to  the  fenate,  to  alk  them  whether 
they  were  inclined  to  expofe  them- 
felves  to  the  dangers  of  a  liege,  in 
which  cafe  they  were  allured  that 
they  Ihould  have  every  alMance 
and  protection,  that  they  had  a 
right  to  expert  from  the  Swedes  ; 
or  whether  they  were  difpofed  to 
treat  with  Brune,  in  order  to  avert 
the  calamities,  with  which  they 
were  threatened.  The  fenate  and 
livery  had  already  petitioned  his 
majelly  to  fave  them  from  the  hor¬ 
rors  of  war ;  and  therefore  there 
was  little  doubt  that  they  would 
joyfully  embrace  the  latter  alter¬ 
native.  They  eagerly  availed 
themfelves  of  the  opportunity  to 
open  an  intercourfe  with  the  French 
marfhal,  at  the  fame  time  tellifying 
their  gratitude  for  the  permifllon 
to  do  fo.  The  city  was  accord- 
ingly  given  up  to  the  magillrates 
and  burghers ;  and  arrangements 
were  made  for  withdrawing  the 
troops  from  Stralfund,  and  for  re¬ 
moving  all  the  magazines  and  mi¬ 
litary  llores  to  the  illand  of  Rugen. 
In  order  to  gain  time,  and  pre¬ 
vent  the  French  from  fufpe&ing 
the  meafures  that  it  had  been  re- 
folved  to  adopt,  at  feven  o’clock  in 
the  morning  of  the  20th  of  Au¬ 
gull,  major  von  Glahn,  by  the 
king’s  command,  proceeded  to  the 
advanced  polls  of  the  enemy,  and 

fignified 
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signified  that  colonel  Peyron  would 
repair  to  general  Brune,  with  a 
view  of  making  fome  propofals  re¬ 
setting  the  fortrefs,  at  any  hour 
that  might  be  appointed;  and  in 
the  mean  time  requefted  that  hofti- 
lities  fhould  ceafe  for  four  and 
twenty  hours.  Von  Glahn  com¬ 
municated  this  meftage  to  general 
Reille,  who  fixed  the  hour  of  fix 
in  the  evening  for  the  interview, 
which  was  to  take  place  at  Anderf- 
hofF.  When  it  was  perceived  from 
the  village  of  Altefehr,  that  the 
deputies  of  the  fenate,  who  were 


to  treat  about  the  capitulation^, 
were  on  their  way  to  the  French 
quarters,  colonel  Peyron  followed 
them,  and  declared  that  his  majefty 
had  left  the  city  entirely  to  the 
care  of  the  fenate,  and  that  he 
merely  appeared,  on  the  part  of  hia 
royal  mailer,  to  fee  that  juft  and 
reafonable  terms  were  granted. — 
Thus  the  king  with  all  his  army 
withdrew  from  Stralfund  in  the 
courfe  of  the  day  to  Rugen,  after 
fpiking  the  guns,  and  throwing 
them  into  the  ditches ;  and  the 
French  took  pofteflion  of  the  place* 


CHAP.'  IV. 

/ 

Meeting  of  parliament .  Mr.  Abbot  re. steeled  Speaker.  Suhjlance  of  his 
Majefty' s  Speech;  and  of  the  Add  refs  in  anfwer  to  it,  moved  in  the 
Hoife  of  Peers .  Speeches  of  the  earl  of  Jerfey,  lord  Somers ,  lord 
Hawke jbury  ,  lord  Grenville ,  and  the  earl  of  Radnor.  The  Addrefs 
is  carried.  In  the  Houfe  of  Commons  the  honourable  William  Lamb 
moves  the  Addrefs ,  which  is  feconded  by  Mr.  John  Smith.  Speech 
of  Mr.  Canning,  %vho  reads  a  long  compoftion,  as  a  fubfitute  for  the 
Addrefs  ;  but  does  not  prefs  it  to  a  divifon .  Sentiments  of  lords  Hovuick 
and  Caflereagh .  The  Addrefs  approved.  Mr.  Biddidph  ineffectually 
endeavours  to  prevent  the  Commons  from  granting  a  j, alary  to  the  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  Means.  Both  Houfes  vote  thasiks  to  ge¬ 
neral  Stuart,  and  the  officers  and  foldiers  under  him,  for  the  victory  at 
Maida.  Debate  on  the  Negotiation  with  France  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords • 
Speeches  of  lords  Grenville,  Hawkejbury,  Sidmonth  and  Eldon.  The  fame 
fubjeCl  dif cuffed  in  the  Lower  Houfe.  Speeches  of  lord  Howick,  the  earl  of 
Yarmouth ,  Mr.  Montague,  Sir  Thomas  Turton ,  Mr.  Whitbread,  Mr. 
Canning,  lord  Henry  Petty ,  and feveral  other  members. 


IT  was  related  in  the  preceding 
volume  that  minifters,  taking 
advantage  of  the  public  fentiments 
fo  unequivocally  exprefled  to  fup- 
port  the  profecution  of  the  war 
with  France,  and  hoping  to  con¬ 
firm  their  own  power,  had  advifed 
his  majefty  to  call  a  new,  parlia¬ 
ment.  The  circumftances  of  Eu¬ 


rope,  under  which  both  houfes  of 
the  legiflature  met  at  the  clofe  of 
the  year  1806,  were  of  the  mod 
calamitous  defeription.  The  in¬ 
fluence  of  France  that  had  long 
pervaded  and  controlled  the  con¬ 
tinental  ftates  of  the  fouth,  was 
now,  by  the  amazing  fuccefs  of 
her  arms,  paramount  over  the  ma- 

jor 
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jor  part  oic  Germany,  The  mo¬ 
narchy  of  Pruffia  was  reduced  to 
the  utmoft  debility  by  her  misfor¬ 
tunes  at  Jena.  Her  king  was  a 
wretched  fugitive,  furrounded  by 
adverfe  hofts,  in  the  extremity  of 
his  dominions ;  her  armies  were 
annihilated  ;  her  refources  broken  ; 
but  her  fpirit  was  not  vanquifhed. 
The  profpeft  of  Europe  was  in¬ 
deed  gloomy ;  but  not  hopelefs. 
Ruffia  yet  maintained  her  confe- 
quence  in  the  reliance  on  her  ar¬ 
mies  ;  Auftria  was  recovering  from 
the  effects  of  her  late  unfortunate 
campaigns ;  and  Sweden  was  con¬ 
fident  in  her  energies.  Amidft 
the  nations,  which  defied  French 
efforts  to  eftablifh  an  univerfal  em¬ 
pire,  the  attitude  of  England  was 
peculiarly  commanding  and  digni¬ 
fied.  Secure  in  the  patriotifm 
and  gallantry  of  her  children,  and 
the  magnitude  of  her  wealth,  (he 
had  no  fears  for  her  own  profpe- 
rity  ;  and  was  ftill  animated  with 
the  principle  of  exerting  herfelf  in 
the  facred  caufe  of  liberty  and 
juft  ice. 

In  the  election  of  the  members 
for  the  prefent  parliament,  go¬ 
vernment  is  reported  to  have  ex- 
ercifed  an  undue  influence.  How¬ 
ever  that  may  be,  it  is  certain 
that  the  returns  were  generally 
in  favour  of  minifters,  although 
they  themfelves  were  far  from 
being  popular  with  the  country. 
After  Mr.  Abbot  had  been  re¬ 
elected  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of 
* 

commons  with  the  cuftomary  forms, 
on  the  iqth  of  December  the  fef- 
fion  was  opened  by  commilfton. 
The  fpeech,  pronounced  in  his  ma- 
jefty’s  name  by  the  lords  commif- 
lioners,  ftated  the  gratification 
which  the  fovereign  felt,  in  re¬ 
curring  to  the  firmnefs  and  wifdom 
of  his  parliament,  after  the  re- 
Vol,  XLTX,  or  Vol.  VII,  Ne 


cent  opportunity  to  colled!  the 
fenfe  of  his  people  ;  and  that  he 
had  ordered  the  papers  exchanged 
in  the  late  negociation  with  France 
to  be  laid  before  both  houfes.  It 
then  mentioned  the  ineffectual  en¬ 
deavours  which  had  been  made 
to  reftore  general  tranquillity,  the 
danger  in  which  Pruffia  had  fud- 
denly  found  herfelf  involved  from 
the  ambition  of  France,  and  the 
ineafures  which  fhe  had  taken  to 
avert  it  ;  and  that,  although  thofe  % 
meafures  had  been  adopted  with¬ 
out  confulting  his  majefty,  and 
Pruffia  had  made  no  offer  of  ade¬ 
quate  fatisfadlion  for  the  inju¬ 
ries,  which  had  placed  herfelf  and 
Great  Britain  in  a  {late  of  mutual 
hoftility,  his  majefty  had  not  he- 
fitated  to  make  overtures  to  unite 
the  councils  and  interefts  of  both 
kingdoms  againft  the  common 
enemy  ;  but  that  the  rapid  courfe 
of  unfortunate  events  had  fruftrat- 
ed  his  purpofes :  that  not  with- 
{landing  this  unpromifing  afpefr 
of  affairs,  the  good  faith  of  his 
majefty's  allies  remained  unfhaken  ; 
that  the  king  of  Sweden  had  been 
diftinguiffied  for  honourable  firm¬ 
nefs,  and  that  the  moll  cordial 
union  fubfifted  between  his  ma¬ 
jefty  and  the  emperor  of  Ruffia. 

The  fpeech  then  lamented  the 
neceflity  of  adding  to  the  public 
burthens,  and  recomm&aded  * 
combination  of  all  praHicable  eco¬ 
nomy  with  the  efforts,  which  it 
was  neceffary  to  make  againft  the 
formidable  and  increafing  power 
of  France ;  it  declared  that  al¬ 
though  the  long  feries  of  misfor¬ 
tunes,  which  had  afflifled  the  con¬ 
tinent  of  Europe,  could  not  fail 
in  forne  degree  to  affeift  many  im¬ 
portant  interefts  of  the  ft  ate,  with 
every  fucceflive  difficulty  the  fpirit 
and  conftancy  pf  the  country  had 
w  Series,  €>du» 
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exhibited  a  {Liking  example  to 
furrounding  nations ;  it  alluded  to 
the  unconquerable  valour  and  dif- 
cipline  of  his  majefty's  fleets  and 
armies ;  affirmed  that  the  great 
fources  of  our  profperity  and 
ftrength  were  unimpaired,  and  that 
the  people  had  never  been  more 
united,  or  more  determined  to 
maintain  inviolate  the  independ¬ 
ence  of  the  empire,  and  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  the  national  charader.  It 
concluded  with  the  expreffion  of 
his  majefty's  reliance  on  the  pro- 
te&ion  of  Divine  Providence  to 
enable  him  to  meet  the  exigen¬ 
cies  of  the  pending  crifis ;  affured 
as  he  was  of  receiving  the  fulleft 
fupport  from  the  deliberations  of 
parliament,  and  from  the  tried  af- 
feftion,  loyalty,  and  public  fpirit 
©f  his  fubje&s. 

The  addrefs  which,  according 
to  cuftom,  recapitulated  and  expa¬ 
tiated  on  the  leading  features  of  the 
fpeech,  was  moved  in  the  houfe  of 
lords  by  the  earl  of  Jerfey,  and 
feconded  by  lord  Somers.  Both 
thefe  noble  perfons  avowed  their 
concern  for  the  fituation  to  which 
Pruflia  was  reduced  ;  but  rejoiced 
that  the  councils  of  that  kingdom 
had  not  been  precipitated  into 
rafh  meafures  by  this  country. 
They  applauded  the  condudt  of  the 
king  of  Sweden,  and  remarked 
that  nothing  could  be  more  gra¬ 
tifying  than  the  clofe  alliance  be¬ 
tween  Great  Britain  and  Ruffia, 
an  alliance  of  her  fidelity  to  which 
the  latter  had  given  repeated 
proofs, and  particularly  in  her  recent 
refufal  to  ratify  the  precipitate 
ad  of  her  minifter  at  Paris.  Lord 
Hawkefbury,  in  confidering  the 
quell  ion,  took  occafion  to  comment 
on  the  late  diflolution  of  parlia¬ 
ment.  He  admitted  that  the  ex* 


ercife  of  the  prerogative,  with  re- 
fped  to  an  appeal  to  the  fenfe  of 
the  people,  was  properly  inherent 
in  his  majefty  ;  flnee  if  it  were 
poffible  for  parliament  to  acquire 
a  iegal  permanence  for  ever  fo 
fhort.  a  time,  independently  of  the 
crown,  there  would  be  no  fecurity 
for  the  monarchy  ;  but  he  con¬ 
tended  that  this,  like  every  other 
part  of  the  prerogative,  fhould  be 
ufed  with  a  found  diferetion.  He 
obferved  that,  from  the  paffing  of 
the  feptennial  act  in  the  year  i  71  y, 
there  had  been  no  inftance  of  par¬ 
liament  being  diflfolved  under  fix 
feffions,  with  the  exception  of  the 
precedent  in  1784,  when  an  un¬ 
happy  difference  had  arifen  be¬ 
tween  the  crown  and  the  houfe  of 
commons,  which  rendered  a  diffo- 
iutioa  necefiary.  He  could  dis¬ 
cover  nothing  in  the  ftate  of  the 
public  concerns  to  warrant  the 
meafure  of  which  he  complained. 
The  continuance  of  the  war  againli 
France  was  univerfally  approved  ; 
and  therefore  he  could  only  af- 
cribe  the  tranfaftion  to  a  feeling 
of  convenience  entertained  by  mi- 
nifters.  The  noble  lord  then  con¬ 
demned  the  military  plans  brought 
forward  in  the  laft  feffion)  and  a f- 
ferted  that  they  would  difappoint 
the  expectations  of  the  parties,  who 
were  the  authors  of  them.  He 
touched  upon  the  naval  expedi¬ 
tions  of  the  enemy  ;  and  particu¬ 
larly  defcanted  on  an  armanent 
fitted  out  by  England,  which  had 
remained  three  months  in  the 
Downs,  the  caufe  of  which  delay 
had  been  rumoured  to  arife  by  the 
appointment  of  an  officer  (colonel 
Craufurd)  to  the  chief  command 
of  an  inferior  rank  to  that  ufually 
reforted  to  for  fuch  a  truft  ;  not 
that  he  meant  to  inflnuate  that  the 

officer 
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officer  In  queftion  was  incompe- 
tent  to  it  in  point  of  talents.  He 
approved  of  the  proceedings  to¬ 
wards  Pruffia  in  every  refpedft  ;  but 
blamed  the  tardinefs  with  which 
they  had  been  adopted.  Lord 
Hawkelbury  however  aftented  to 
the  addrefs,  becaufe  it  did  not 
pledge  their  lordfhips  to  any  of 
thofe  points,  which  might  poffibly 
become  the  fubjedl  of  future  in¬ 
quiry. 

Lord  Grenville,  who  replied  to 
the  noble  baron,  faid  he  did  not 
mean  to  deny  that  the  advifers  of 
the  crown  were  always  refponfible 
for  the  counfel  which  they  gave  ; 
but  if  there  were  one  branch  of  the 
royal  prerogative,  on  which  a  par¬ 
ticular  referve  might  be  held,  it 
was  that  which  related  to  the  dif- 
folution  of  parliament ;  and  which 
had  never  been  more  wifely  cx- 
ercifed  than  in  the  late  inftance, 
after  an  endeavour  had  failed  to 
reftore  the  bleffings  of  peace,  not 
only  to  England,  but  to  the  na¬ 
tions  of  Europe.  He  thought 
that  if  his  majefty  could  diftblve 
the  parliament  at  the  end  of  fix 
feftions  unqueltioned,  he  might  as 
well  do  the  fame  thing  at  the  end 
of  four ;  and  if  minifters  were  to 
be  liable  to  cenfure  for  recom¬ 
mending  the  exercife  of  the  pre¬ 
rogative  more  frequently,  then 
there  was  an  end  of  that  quality 
in  it,  which  the  noble  baron  had 
extolled ;  and  the  prerogative 
would  be  ufelefs,  if  it  would  not 
be  available  for  the  benefit  of  the 
ftate.  Lord  Grenville  then  de¬ 
fended  the  military  laws  which  had 
been  attacked,  and  dated  that  no¬ 
thing  was  wifhed  but  that  they 
might  be  left  to  their  own  ope¬ 
ration  ;  and  he  vindicated  the 
exertions  of  the  admiralty  in 
watching  the  French  fquadrons. 


His  lordfhip  next  adverted  to  the 
objection  fhown  to  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  colonel  Craufurd  to  com¬ 
mand  the  expedition  lately  under¬ 
taken.  Peculiar  circumftances,  he 
faid,  in  the  life  of  that  officer  had 
precluded  him  from  the  rank,  to 
which,  by  his  merit  and  fervices, 
he  was  juftly  entitled.  If  it  had 
been  eftablifhed  as  '  a  principle 
that  none  but  officers  holding  a 
certain  rank  ought  to  have  the 
command  of  expeditions,  the  me¬ 
rits  of  a  Wolfe  and  a  Nelfon  would 
have  been  loft  to  the  country,, 
Minifters  had  been  blamed  for  not 
opening  an  earlier  intercourfe  with 
Pruffia;  but  the  king  of  that 
country  was  not  difpofed  to  re¬ 
ceive  an  Englifh  envoy  previoufly 
to  his  misfortunes;  and  it  was  im« 
poffible  for  lord  Morpeth  to  re¬ 
main  on  the  continent,  after  the 
fatal  battle  of  Jena.  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville  terminated  his  fpeech  by  re¬ 
marking  that  the  people  were  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  times  were  criti¬ 
cal  ;  and  the  dangers  they  had  to 
encounter  were  great ;  but  they 
were  alfo  convinced  that  it  was 
only  by  their  own  valour  and  refo- 
lution,  that  their  dangers  could  be 
averted. 

The  earl  of  Radnor  fuggefted 
that  a  claufe  fhouldbe  incorporated 
with  the  addrefs,  exprellive  of 
condolence  with  his  majefty  for 
the  lofs  of  the  duke  of  Brunf- 
wick  ;  but  lord  Grenville  faid  that 
the  matter  had  been  under  conft- 
deration,  and  by  examining  the 
journals  of  the  houfe  it  had  been 
found,  that  there  was  no  inftance 
of  an  addrefs  of  condolence  being 
prefented  to  the  fovereign  on  the 
death  of  a  relative  not  born  in  the 
country,  except  ©ne  to  queen  Anne* 
on  the  deceafe  of  her  huiband^ 
prince  George  of  Denmark.  That 

[0  2i  however 


t 


52]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1807. 


however  was  a  particular  cafe ; 
and  it  was  important  that  the 
iifual  ceremonial  of  parliament 
fhould  not  be  departed  from.  The 
queftion  was  then  put  on  the  mo¬ 
tion  for  the  addrefs,  which  was 
tarried  ncm.  difs. 

In  moving  the  addrefs  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  the  honourable 
William  Lamb  obferved  that  the 
failure  of  the  negociation  had 
proved,  that  though  France  might 
at  an  earlier  period  have  been  re¬ 
filled  by  a  pacific  fyflem,  it  was 
now  evident  that  our  reliance  mud 
be  placed  on  open  hoftility  ;  for 
if  any  peace  confident  with  the 
honour  of  this  country  could  be 
made,  France  would  find  it  her 
intereft  to  break  it,  or  at  lead  to 
indulge  in  further  aggrandifements, 
which  mud  eventually  lead  to  a 
rupture  ;  and  that  his  majedy’s 
miniders  had  made  an  attempt  to 
«ompofe  the  differences  of  the  two 
countries ;  but  finding  that  thofe 
terms  alone,  on  which  a  peace 
ought  to  be  concluded,  could  not 
be  obtained,  they  preferred  war 
with  all  its  calamities  and  bur¬ 
thens  to  a  peace  which,  by  the 
abandonment  of  our  allies,  mud 
prove  more  deflrudive  to  the 
country  than  fuccefiive  years  of  ac¬ 
tive  warfare.  After  (lightly  men¬ 
tioning  the  affairs  of  Fruffia,  and 
the  hope  that  Ruffia  might  be  able 
to  oppofe  a  boundary  to  French 
.  ambition,  the  honourable  gentle¬ 
man  faid  that  the  menaces  of  the 
.  enemy  had  rendered  the  bleffings 
which  Englifhmen  enjoyed  doubly 
dear  to  them.  He  felt  a  confidence 
*  that  all  endeavours  to  injure  or 
dedroy  the  commerce  of  Great 
Britain  would  be  frudrated,  and 
that  the  people,  would  cheerfully 
make  facrifices  to  preferve  their 


welfare  and  independence ;  becaufe 
they  were  thoroughly  convinced 
that  thofe  facrifices  were  neceffary 
to  the  maintenance  of  them.  With 
thefe  advantages,  he  could  not 
believe  that  the  houfe  would  hefi- 
tate  to  pledge  themfelves  to  meet 
the  exigencies  of  the  prefent  crifis. 
Mr.  John  Smith,  who  feconded 
the  motion,  faid  that  one  of  the 
many  unfortunate  refults  of  the  de¬ 
grading  and  temporifing  policy 
which  Pruffia  had  purfued  was,  to 
be  taunted  by  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  for  her  former  fubmilllon  to 
it.  He  ridiculed  the  idea  of  a. 
power,  which  dared  not  fend  a 
fingle  fliip  to  fea,  pretending  to 
blockade  the  Britifh  ifles ;  and  he 
remarked  that  it  had  been  con- 
felfed  by  the  perfon  at  the  head  of 
the  Dutch  States,  that  the  late 
French  decree  prohibiting  the  trade 
of  neutrals  would  be  the  ruin  of 
Holland. 

Mr.  Canning  faid  that  parlia¬ 
ment  were  now  about  to  review 
the  condud  of  an  adminiflration 
compofed  of  men  of  great  talents* 
who  had  diftindly  afferted  that 
their  predeceffors  had  been  uni¬ 
formly  wrong  in  all  their  fyftems, 
and  had  dilapidated  the  refources 
of  the  country  ;  yet  it  was  fingu- 
lar  that  thefe  very  gentlemen  af- 
fured  the  houfe,  at  the  end  of  ten 
months,  that  thofe  refources  were 
Hill  unimpaired .  He  confidered 
this  tribute  to  thofe,  who  had  been 
formerly  loaded  with  cenfure,  as 
fatisfadory.  They  had  alfo  com¬ 
plained  of  the  inefficiency  of  our 
foreign  envoys,  and  yet  they  had 
only  removed  one  of  them.  Mr. 
Canning  confidered  the  transfer  of 
Hanover  to  Pruffia  as  an  artifice 
of  France  to  diffolve  the  union, 
which  fulfilled  between  the  courts 
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<o€  London  and  Berlin ;  and  he 
thought  it  might  have  been  wife 
to  overlook  the  caufe  of  our  par¬ 
ticular  quarrel  with  Pruflia,  in  or¬ 
der  to  preferve  the  germ  of  an 
alliance  again#  Buonaparte ;  and 
to  have  waited  till  French  opprefl* 
lion  had  roufed  Pruflia  to  enter 
heartily  into  hoftilities.  He  faid 
it  ought  to  have  been  our  care  that 
the  difference  between  thefe  two 
powers  fhould  not  have  been  too 
fuddenly  blown  into  a  flame,  left 
it  fliould  be  too  quickly  extin- 
guifhed  ;  but  by  the  conduct  of  his 
majefty's  minifters,  Pruflia  had  been 
compelled  to  a<ft  without  our  ad¬ 
vice  or  afliftance,  and  plunge  into 
a  war,  undeniably  inftigated  by 
the  demands  made  by  this  country 
through  her  negociator  at  Paris. 
It  was  true  Hanover  was  not  the 
fGle  caufe  of  this  rupture,  but  it 
was  the  main  one,  as  the  fubfe- 
quent  declaration  of  Pruflia  proved. 
He  particularly  adverted  to  the 
incongruity  of  a  Britifli  ambaffa- 
dor  at  Paris  negociating  for  peace, 
and  another  at  Berlin  exciting 
war,  for  the  the  fame  obje<ft .  After 
dwelling  with  pointed  ridicule  on 
the  management  of  the  late  expe¬ 
ditions,  and  reprehending  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  colonel  Craufurd  to 
the  command  of  one  of  them,  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  pro- 
pofed,  by  way  of  amendment,  to 
omit  the  whole  of  the  addrefs,  and 
to  fubftitute  the  matter  of  a  moft 
elaborate  compofition,  which  he 
read  to  the  houfe.  The  chief  pur¬ 
port  of  it  was  to  condole  with  his 
majefty  for  the  death  of  the  duke 
of  Brunfwick  ;  to  exprefs  a  regret 
that  no  meafures  had  been  taken 
to  prevent  a  rupture  with  Pruflia 
in  the  firft  instance,  and  to  re- 
oitabUfh  m  undemanding  with  her 
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in  proper  time,  after  ftie  had  de¬ 
termined  to  oppofe  France ;  and 
to  implore  his  majefty  that  no  fear 
of  embarrafling  a  negotiation,  by 
conquefts  made  during  its  progrefs, 
might  be  again  differed  to  relax 
the  military  and  naval  efforts  of 
the  country.  The  amendment  then 
proceeded  to  lament  that  the  fqua- 
drons  of  the  enemy  had  been  per¬ 
mitted  to  range  unchecked  in  the 
Weft  Indies ;  and  that  the  mili¬ 
tary  plans  had  not  been  carried 
into  effed,  from  the  indeciflon 
manifefted  in  the  war  department ; 
it  congratulated  his  majefty  on 
the  capture  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  and  Buenos  Ayres,  as  well  as 
on  the  vi&ory  at  Maida,  and  paid 
many  compliments  to  the  com¬ 
manders  in  thofe  enterprifes ;  it 
alluded  in  fevere  terms  to  the  fud- 
den  diffolution  of  parliament,  and 
the  interference  of  minifters  in  the 
late  ele&ions ;  and  generally 
cenfured  the  members  of  the  go¬ 
vernment.  Mr.  Canning  added 
that  thofe  gentlemen,  who  thought 
that,  in  the  addrefs  to  his  majefty, 
the  houfe  ought  to  overlook  all 
our  naval  and  military  achieve¬ 
ments,  would  doubtlefs  prefer  the 
original  addrefs;  but  thofe,  who 
thought  with  him  that  what  was 
cheering  and  confolatory  fhould 
not  be  funk  into  the  (hade  would 
approve  of  the  amendment ;  but  as 
he  was  defirous  of  not  difturbing 
unanimity,  he  fhould  not  prefs  it 
to  a  divifion* 

Upon  the  fpeaker  putting  the 
ufual  queftion,  lord  Howick  rofe 
to  defend  himfelf  and  hi  col¬ 
leagues.  He  allured  the  houfe  that 
it  was  not  from  want  of  feeling, 
that  no  notice  had  been  taken  of 
the  death  of  the  duke  of  Brunf¬ 
wick  in  the  addrefs,  but  becaufe 
(I)  3]  there 
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there  was  no  precedent  to  warrant 
the  expreffion  of  that  grief,  which 
parliament  muft  feel.  He  thought 
that  no  man  as  a  cabinet  minifter, 
coupling  the  feizure  of  Hanover 
with  the  clofure  of  the  ports  in  the 
north  of  Germany,  would  have  he- 
fitated  to  advife  his  majefty  to  de¬ 
clare  war  againft  Pruffia.  When 
Hanover  was  taken  poffeffion  of 
by  Pruffia,  it  would  be  recollected 
that  it  was  transferred  to  her  by 
France,  with  whom  fhe  was  in  the 
clofeft  alliance,  and  when  this  was 
connected  with  the  original  caufc 
of  the  invafion  of  the  electorate, 
his  lordfhip  would  appeal  to  the 
Jhoufe  and  to  the  world,  whether 
it  could  have  been  reconciled  to 
any  fentiment  of  honour  and  juf- 
tice  to  allow  its  lawful  fovereign 
to  be  deprived  of  his  hates,  in 
confequence  of  a  war  between 
Great  Britain  and  France  ?  As 
to  the  charge  of  not  affording 
timely  affiftance  to  the  cabinet  of 
Berlin,  every  facility  was  op°n  to 
that  cabinet  of  making  communi¬ 
cations  of  their  views  to  minifters; 
for  baron  Jacobi,  the  Pruffia  n  en¬ 
voy,  had  been  encouraged  to  hay 
in  this  country  for  live  months  af¬ 
ter  the  declaration  of  war  againft 
his  mailer,  yet  nothing  had  been 
communicated  of  their  intentions 
to  oppofe  France;  but  as  foon  as 
their  refolution  was  known,  not  a 
moment  was  loft  to  afford  every 
aid  that  the  cafe  admitted.  Such 
had  been  the  procrallinaring  policy 
of  Pruffia,  that  it  was  not  until 
the  end  of  September  that  Ihe  ap- 
prifed  the  court  of  Saint  Peterf- 
burg  of  her  defigns— a  court  which 
was  pledged  by  treaty  to  affift  her. 
Lord  Howick  pratefted  that,  when 
he  was  appointed  to  the  admiralty 
board,  there  was  not  a  fcrap  of 


paper  to  be  found,  which  could 
point  out  the  dellination  of  the 
French  fquadrons ;  and  ably  vindi¬ 
cated  himfelf  from  all  blame  re- 
fpefting  them,  by  fhowing  the  ex¬ 
ertions  that  had  been  made  to 
watch  and  intercept  them.  He 
avowed  that  he  had  advifed  the 
fuperfeffion  of  fir  David  Baird  and 
fir  Home  Popharn,  whofe  behaviour 
he  held  to  be  extremely  reprehen- 
fible,  in  undertaking  the  expedi¬ 
tion  againft  South  America  with¬ 
out  orders.  His  lordfhip  peculiarly 
blamed  the  letter  of  fir  Home  to 
the  manufacturers.  “  Perhaps, ’* 
faid  he,  fpeaking  of  that  officer, 
tc  he  wifhed  to  court  fome  favour 
and  protection  againft  the  cenfure, 
which  he  muft  be  confcious  of  de¬ 
fer  ving  from  government.  Per¬ 
haps  this  letter  to  feek  mercantile 
gratitude,  while  offending  againft: 
profeffional  duty,  was  one  of  the 
fatal  effects  to  be  apprehended  from 
the  mifehievous  fy  item  of  rewards,  ' 
adminiftered  by  the  committee  at 
Lloyd’s,  called  the  patriotic  fund, 
a  committee  which  is  held  out  to 
the  navy  as  giving  greater  encou¬ 
ragements  than  the  government  of 
the  country. ”  His  lordfhip  re¬ 
marked  that  if  Mr.  Canning  had 
had  the  patience  to  wait  for  a  few 
hours  longer,  he  would  have  heard 
notice  given  of  a  motion  to  thank 
fir  John  Stuart,  and  thofe  officers 
who  had  diftinguifhed  ihemfelves 
at  Maida.  In  regard  to  not  rein¬ 
forcing  the  troops  at  Buenos  Ayres, 
minifters  fent  the  Sampfon  man  of 
war,  and  a  convoy  which  failed 
under  her  protection,  as  foon  as 
the  wind  would  permit.  If  a 
more  confiderable  reinforcement 
was  not  fent,  it  was  becaufe  there 
were  other  fervices  that  appeared 
more  prefling;  and  it  was  ex¬ 
tremely 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


tremely  defirable  to  keep  a  cons¬ 
iderable  force  at  home,  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  any  favourable  oppor¬ 
tunity  on  the  continent.  Sir  Sa¬ 
muel  Achmuty’s  fquadron  failed 
for  South  America  on  the  8th  of 
October,  which  was  only  a  month 
after  it  was  known  that  the  place 
was  in  our  poffeffion,  and  if  it  did 
not  fail  fo.oner,  it  was  merely  on 
account  of  the  unfavourable  winds. 
Lord  Howick  defended  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  colonel  Craufurd,  by 
that  of  fir  Home  Fopham  under 
the  former  adminiftration,  who  was 
only  the  180th  captain  on  the 
lift.  Government  had  been  cen- 
fured  for  a  fudden  di  Ablution  of 
parliament,  but  it  had  not  refolved 
on  that  meafure,  until  the  certainty 
was  apparent  that  the  negociation 
with  France  had  failed ;  nor  had 
it  employed  that  influence  in  the 
eleHions,  which  it  might  fairly  have 
ufed.  His  lordfliip  declared  he 
could  take  upon  himfelf  to  fay, 
that  in  no  inftance  was  a  Angle 
(hilling  of  the  public  money  ad¬ 
vanced  to  fecure  favourable  re¬ 
turns  in  any  part  of  the  country. 

Lord  CafUereagh  infilled  that 
the  protracted  and  hopelefs  nego¬ 
tiation  with  France  had  had  the 
worft  effeCt  on  the  interefts  of 
Europe ;  for  it  had  produced  in- 
decifion  both  in  Ruffia  and  other 
powers ;  and  probably  occafioned 
Fruffia  to  make  a  premature  de- 
monftration  of  hoftility  againft 
Buonaparte,  in  order  to  allure  both 
England  and  Ruffia,  that  the  ca¬ 
binet  of  Berlin  was  determined  no 
longer  to  fubmit  to. the  infults  of 
the  enemy.  It  appeared  alfo  that 
the  confidence  of  peace  had  relaxed 
the  exertions  of  government,  fince 
the  general  training  ad  had  been 
in  a  great  degree  fufpended.  Af- 


[55 

ter  having  paid  the  deleft  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  fubjeCl,  he  could  only 
difeern  that  three  regiments  had 
been  fent  up  the  Mediterranean, 
which  arrived  juft  in  time  to  fee 
our  gallant  troops  abandoning  the 
brave  and  loyal  Calabrians,  to 
whom  our  commander  had  proixfifi- 
ed  every  a  Hi  fiance.  Not  a  man 
had  failed  for  Buenos  Ayres,  until 
the,  return  of  lord  Lauderdale  was 
known.  Under  the  circumftances 
of  the  cafe,  minifters  IhouJd  either 
have  recalled  general  Beresford, 
or  fent  out  a  reinforcement  imme¬ 
diately.  They  had  left  that  va¬ 
luable  capture  four  months  without 
aid,  and  if  general  Baird  had  no% 
detached  foine  of  his  troops  to 
South  America,  the  moft  fatal 
confequences  might  have  enfued. 
The  wavering  behaviour  of  go¬ 
vernment  on  Miranda's  expedi¬ 
tion  was  equally  remarkable.  He 
did  not  mean  to  difeufs  the  policy 
of  forwarding  that  officer's  pro¬ 
ject  s  ;  but  why  had  not  minifters 
decided  either  one  way  or  other, 
on  a  fubjeCt  fo  obv foully  interefi- 
ing  to  the  Britifh  empire  ?  So  far 
from  any  fettled  plan  having  been 
arranged,  our  commanders  were 
obliged  conftantly  .to  reply  to  the 
applications  made  to  them  for  fop- 
port,  that  they  muft  write  home 
for  inftrudlions.  As  another  proof 
that  minifters  had  relied  on  a  cer¬ 
tainty  of  peace,  a  body  of  troops 
remained  four  months  at  Plymouth 
in  a  deplorable  condition,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  half  of  them 
had  failed  for  Sicily  ;  where  ihey 
remained  locked  up  at  the  very 
moment,  when  they  (hould  be 
ready  at  home  to  iecond  oar  allies 
on  the  continent.  In  aliafioo  to  ’ 
the  affair  of  colonel  Craufurd, 
his  lordfliip  fa  id  that  he  was  only 
[D  4]  the 


s. 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1807. 


5Sj 

the  fourth  or  fifth  colonel  In  the 
iervice  ;  and  confequently  if  any 
thing  occurred  on  the  voyage,  or 
on  the  arrival  of  the  expedition, 
to  prevent  him  attending  his  duty, 
the  command  in  chief  muft  necef- 
farily  d  etolve  on  a  lieutenant- 
colonel  under  him.  This  would 
be  an  unprecedented  fituation  for 
the  troops  to  be  placed  in.  As  to 
the  dilfolution  of  parliament,  he 
highly  difapproved  of  it.  Every 
rcafon  had  been  afforded,  by  mi. 
mfters  to  fuppofe  that  no  fuch  mea- 
fure  would  be  retorted  to.  He 
c'onfidered  their  conduct  as  an  elec¬ 
tioneering  trick,  and  not  called 
for  by  neceffity.  He  thought  the 
amendment  of  his  right  honour¬ 
able  friend  a  perfe&ly  manly  mode 
of  telling  minifters  wherein  their 
proceedings  were  objectionable, 
though  he  was  glad  it  was  not 
prefled  to  a  divifion.  The  origi¬ 
nal  motion  was  then  put  and  car¬ 
ried  nem%  con , 

Little  occurred  in  parliament, 
previoufly  to  the  debate  on  the 
negotiation  with  France,  worthy 
of  notice,  except  the  vote  of  thanks 
to  general  Stuart  and  the  officers 
and  foldiers  under  him  ;  and  the 
ineffectual  attempt  of  Mr.  Biddulph 
to  prevent  the  commons  from 
granting  a  falary  to  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  as  an  inexpedient  largefs. 
On  the  former  fubjeft,  the  battle 
of  Maida,  it  was  juftly  obferved 
that  of  the  various  views,  in  which 
this  exploit  could  be  confidered, 
there  was  not  one  that  did  not 
yank  it  with  the  proudeft  achieve¬ 
ments  of  our  anceftors  ;  that  did 
nQt  raife  it  to  a  level  even  with 
the  piemorable  days  of  CreiTy, 
Poiptiers,  and  Agincourt.  It  had 
.added  to  our  ftock.  of  national 


glory,  the  moft  valuable  pofleffi  on 
of  a  great  nation.  A  remark 
feemed  prevalent  on  the  continent 
that  this  country  wras  not  fo  pro. 
portionably  ftrong  by  land  as  by 
fea,  nay  many  perfons  in  Great 
Britain  entertained  an  opinion  that 
our  own  troops  were  inferior  to 
thofe  of  the  enemy  ;  and  the  French 
had  endeavoured  to  perfuade  other 
nations  that  they  were  as  fuperior 
to  ns  by  land,  as  they  were  inferior 
to  us  on  the  ocean  ;  but  the  battle 
of  Maida  had  broken  the  charm. 
Every  cireumffance  of  its  progrefs, 
thecondu6l  of  the  officers,  and  the 
bravery  of  the  men,  had  eftablifh- 
ed  the  sfeendency  of  Britifh  va* 
lour,  and  maintained  that  fuperiori- 
ty  which  the  country  poiTeffed  in 
all  a^es.  The  conteft  had  been 
decided  not  by  any  advantage  of 
corporeal  (Length  ;  but  by  the  pre¬ 
dominance  of  perfonal  intrepidity. 
Both  armies  advanced  firmly  to 
the  charge,  until  within  half  a 
yard  of  each  other.  In  this  mo* 
ment  of  perilous  trial,  Britifh 
refolution  and  valour  helel  out, 
and  the  enemy  fhrunk  from  the 
terrible  conteft.  An  additional 
fatisfadlion  arofe  from  the  difpari- 
ty  in  the  numbers  of  the  armies  ; 
the  Englifh  amounting  to  five 
thoufand  only,  while  the  enemy 
had  in  their  ranks  eight 
thoufand  men.  It  was  well  ob¬ 
ferved  that  this  brilliant  aiftion 
was  the  more  valuable,  becaufe  it 
revived  and  refufeitated  that  half 
of  our  national  character,  which 
had  been  called  in  queftion  ;  and 
proved  that  Britons  had  the  fame 
fuperiority  over  the  enemy  by 
land  as  well  as  by  fea.  Mr.  Wind¬ 
ham,  who  made  the  motion  for 
thanks  in  the  lower  houfe,  faid 
that  nothing  could  be  farther  from 
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Ills  Intention  than  to  reprefent  this 
exploit  as  exclufively  glorious  to 
die  reputation  of  our  arms.  The 
whole  of  the  campaign  in  Egypt 
was  equally  confpicuous  for  the 
kiftre  it  call  on  the  military  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  nation.  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville  alfo  made  an  eloquent  addrefs 
to  the  lords  on  the-  fame  fubjeCt. 
The  vote  of  thanks  was  unanimouf- 
ly  carried  in  both  houfes. 

The  negotiation  with  France 
was  difcufled  in  the  houfe  of  lords 
on  the  2d  of  January.  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville  prefaced  the  budnefs,  by  dat¬ 
ing  that  certain  documents  were 
withheld  from  thofe  prefented  to 
the  houfe,  becaufe  the  expofition 
of  them  would  be  injurious  to  the 
public  iervice,  and  the  intereft  of 
our  allies.  He  faid  whoever  had 
contemplated  the  date  of  Europe 
for  the  lad  fourteen  years  mud  be 
convinced,  that  there  was  no  pro¬ 
bability  that  any  peace,  which 
might  be  made  with  France,  would 
long  continue,  although  it  might 
produce  a  confiderable  interval  of 
tranquillity,  in  which  the  drength 
and  refources  of  the  country  might 
be  recruited  ;  and  as  large  facri- 
fices  ought  not  to  be  made  to  ob¬ 
tain  an  infecure  peace,  and  as  there 
could  be  no  reciprocity  of  exchange 
in  the  conqueds  made  by  either 
party  (France  being  a  great  con¬ 
tinental  power  and  England  a  ma¬ 
ritime  one),  that  could  be  ufeful  to 
either,  without  changing  their  dif- 
pofitions,  the  only  bafis  of  treating 
which  could  be  adopted  was  that  of 
adtual  podedion,  but  which  was  not 
to  exclude  a  difeuffion  of  equiva¬ 
lents  to  be  given  for  certain  cef- 
tions  according  to  agreement ;  a 
bads  the  more  proper,  as  it  includ¬ 
ed  the  concerns  of  our  allies, 

without  yphptti  we  could  not  ne^ 


gotiate.  When  his  majedy’s  pre- 
lent  miniders  came  into  office,  they 
found  a  treaty  concluded  by  their 
predeceffors  with  Ruffia,  in  which 
each  party  dipulated  not  to  con¬ 
clude  peace  without  the  other ; 
confequently  they  were  bound  to 
fulfil  its  conditions.  The  nego¬ 
tiation  thus  commenced  under  a 
regard  to  that  treaty,  and  the  views 
of  our  other  allies ;  for  one  of 
whom,  the  king  of  Naples,  lord 
Grenville  faid  he  would  have  made 
many  conceffions  to  procure  for 
him  the  redoration  of  his  conti¬ 
nental  dates ;  but  France  being 
found  inexorable  on  this  point, 
it  became  expedient  to  find  an 
indemnity  for  that  fovereign  fome- 
where  elfe.  With  refped  to  Si¬ 
cily,  the  king  of  Naples,  or  rather 
our  own  brave  army,  was  in  pof- 
feffion  of  it ;  and  our  troops 
had  entered  it  to  prefer ve  the 
idand  for  its  legitimate  prince. 
The  king  of  Naples  therefore 
was  at  liberty  to  exchange  it 
for  other  dominions,  but  we  were 
not.  Hanover  dood  in  a  pecu¬ 
liar  predicament ;  and  though 
his  majedy  had  not  the  remoted 
wifn  that  any  Britifn  intered 
diould  be  facrificed  to  re-obtain 
it,  yet  it  was  a  point  in  which  the 
honour  of  this  country  was  deeply 
involved ;  for  Hanover  was  at 
peace  with  France,  although  it 
was  feized  foon  after  the  latter 
power  declared  war  with  us,  on 
account  of  its  connexion  with  Ene- 
land.  The  redoration  of  that 
country  was  therefore  infided  on ; 
andkh'e  French  government  feeling 
the  injudice  of  their  aid,  had  con. 
fented  to  return  it.  The  principle 
of  France  however,  during  the 
whole  intercourfe  in  this  affair, 
was  to  feparate  us  from  our  allies, 

as 
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as  clearly  appeared  ;  firft  by  offer¬ 
ing  terms  which  would  have  de¬ 
tached  us  from  Ruffia ;  fecondly 
by  prevailing  on  M.  d’Oubril  to 
fign  a  feparate  treaty,  through 
which  Ruffia  was  detached  from  us, 
and  which  was  exulted  in  as  equal 
to  a  fplendid  victory  ;  thirdly 
when  a  fufpicion  arofe  that  this 
treaty  would  not  be  ratified,  they 
propofed  to  our  acceptance  better 
terms  than  were  before  tendered  ; 
fourthly,  after  failing  to  induce 
both  countries  to  negotiate  fepa- 
rately,  they  agreed  to  our  treating 
conjointly,  but  then  they  refufed 
to  comply  with  the  demands  made 
on  the  behalf  of  Ruffia,  and  again 
offered  terms  to  this  country  on 
the  principle  of  a  feparate  nego¬ 
tiation,  Had  Ruffia  infilled  on  ex¬ 
travagant  or  trifling  points,  it 
would  have  been  unfortunate  if 
the  negotiation  had  mifcarried  on 
her  account  ;  but  fne  was  free  from 
all  ambitious  views.  She  demand¬ 
ed  the  guarantee  of  Sicily  to  the 
king  of  Naples,  and  the  evacua¬ 
tion  of  Dalmatia  by  the  French 
troops.  By  holding  Dalmatia  the 
French  turned  the  flank  of  the 
defence  of  Auftna,  and  threatened 
the  Aufirian  capital;  Dalmatia 
slfo,  although  not  immediately 
connefled  with  Turkey,  was  yet 
occupied  by  the  French  troops  with 
hoflile  deflgns  againfl  that  power, 
Dalmatia  was  not  neceflary  to  the 
immenfe  empire  obtained  by  the 
arms  of  f  ranee,  and  could  only  be 
held  by  the  latter  as  a  poll  of  of¬ 
fence  towards  Auftria  and  the 
Porte,  and  of  hoftiiity  towards 
Ruffia,  Thefe  were  the  only  terms 
infilled  on  by  Ruffia,  not  to  in¬ 
crease  her  own  power,  but  to  aug¬ 
ment  the  fecurity  of  her  allies. 
With  this  good  faith  and  modera¬ 


tion  on  the  part  of  Ruffia,  would 
it  not  have  been  an  indelible  dif. 
grace  to  this  country,  if  we  had 
not  adted  with  equal  integrity, 
and  had  accepted  feparate  terms  ? 
And  what  were  thofe  terms,  which 
were  offered  to  us  as  the  price  of 
our  difhonour  ?  We  were  to  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  keep  Malta,  which  France 
could  never  take  from  us,  except 
by  acquiring  a  naval  fuperiority: 
The  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which 
was  equally  fecure  to  us ;  and 
which,  if  it  were  through  accident 
taken  by  any  French  fleet,  that 
might  efcape  our  blockading  fqua- 
drons,  would  not  remain  fix  months 
in  the  pofleffion  of  France  :  India, 
where  our  power  was  not  to  be 
fhaken  by  French  efforts,  and  To¬ 
bago.  Lord  Grenville,  then  no* 
ticed  that  an  after tion  was  advanced 
by  the  French  minifters,  that  if 
we  had  made  peace  at  the  period 
alluded  to  in  the  papers,  the  treaty 
of  the  confederation  of  the  Rhine 
would  not  have  been  ftgned,  or  at 
leaft  never  publifhed.  It  happen¬ 
ed  however  that,  fuppofing  peace 
to  have  been  concluded  with  the 
utmoft  rapidity  after  the  arrival  of 
our  minifter  at  Paris,  the  treaty 
could  not  have  been  figned,  before 
the  compact  of  the  German  con¬ 
federacy  was  publifhed.  Thus 
this  very  confederation  muft  have 
unavoidably  preceded  the  treaty, 
and  fuppofing  it  to  have  happened 
the  day  after,  it  would  neceftarily 
have  been  a  caufe  for  war.  It 
was  perfeefy  evident  that  when 
the  chief  of  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  fet  out  to  take  command  of 
the  army,  it  was  impoftible  that 
the  negotiation,  and  hoftilities 
againft  an  ally  of  one  of  the  par¬ 
ties  negotiating,  could  go  on  pari 
pajjh.  His  Lordfhip  then  moved 
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H  that  an  humble  addrefs  be  pre- 
fented  to  his  majefty  to  allure  him, 
that  this  houfe  have  taken  into 
ferious  confideration  the  papers  re¬ 
lative  to  the  late  negotiation,  which 
he  has  been  pleafed  to  lay  before 
us,  and  that  we  fee,  with  grati¬ 
tude,  that  he  has  employed  every 
means  to  reftore  the  bleffings  of 
peace,  in  a  manner  confident  with 
the  interefts  and  glory  of  his  peo¬ 
ple  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  with  an 
obfervance  of  that  good  faith  with 
cur  allies,  which  this  country  is 
bound  to  maintain  inviolate.  That 
while  we  lament  that,  by  the  un¬ 
bounded  ambition  of  the  enemy, 
thefe  laudable  endeavours  to  ref¬ 
tore  tranquillity  to  his  kingdom 
have  been  fruftrated,  we  beg  leave 
to  allure  his  majefty  that  no  exer¬ 
tion  fhall  be  wanting  on  our  part 
to  fupport  and  affift  him,  in  the 
adoption  of  fuch  meafures,  as  may 
be  found  neceflary  either  for  the 
reftoration  of  peace,  or  to  meet  the 
various  exigencies  of  war  in  this 
important  ciifts.” 

Lord  Hawkelbury  made  no  ob¬ 
jection  to  the  principle  and  refult 
of  the  negotiation ;  but  from  a 
careful  perufal  of  the  papers,  he 
could  not  find  a  diftindl  proof  that 
the  bafts  of  affual  poffeflion  had 
been  recognifed  by  France ;  nor 
fhould  he  have  confidered  the  mere 
verbal  declaration  of  any  minifter, 
without  any  written  document  on 
the  fubjeft  from  him  by  which  he 
£ould  be  bound,  as  a  fufficient 
ground  to  warrant  the  aftertion, 
that  the,  bafts  of  the  uti  pojjidetis 
was  a&ually  agreed  to  by  the 
French  government.  There  was 
no  doubt  that  Lord  Yarmouth  un- 
derftood  the  bafts  of  aHual  pof- 
feflion  to  be  acknowledged,  ftill 
his  Lordfhip’s  was  a nex  parte  ftate- 
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ment.  Something  ought  to  have 
been  put  on  record  as  a  precife  and 
categorical  recognition  of  that 
principle,  before  full  powers  had 
been  given  to  the  negotiator.  Lord 
Hawkelbury  contrafted  the  condi¬ 
tions  of  France  and  England  in  the 
year  1 801  and  at  the  prefent  period. 
At  the  former  time  Holland  and 
Switzerland,  though  fubjedf  to  the 
influence  of  France,  were  not  com¬ 
pletely  united  to  her.  Naples  was 
entire,  and  Auftria,  although  fhe 
had  loft  much  of  her  military  fame, 
was  ftill  a  great  power.  It  was 
then  faid  the  beft  chance  for  the 
fafety  of  Europe  was  in  peace. 
We  were  powerful  at  fea,  the  French 
were  powerful  on  the  continent. 
The  afcendency  of F ranee  had  fprung 
from  the  extraordinary  efforts 
made  in  confequence  of  the  revo¬ 
lution,  and  it  was  hoped  that,  if 
placed  in  tranquillity,  fhe  would 
revert  to  her  ancient  habits,  and 
by  a  fyftem  of  moderation  acquire 
confidence  at  home  and  abroad. 
Peace  therefore  was  made  with 
France  as  an  experiment;  but 
fcarcely  three  months  were  elapfed 
from  the  fignature  of  the  treaty, 
when  its  fpirit  was  violated  by 
repeated  aggreflions ;  and  they  had 
continued  ever  fince,  an  inftance  of 
which  was  to  be  feen  in  the  Ger¬ 
man  confederacy.  In  conterru 
plating  all  thefe  points,  he  did  not 
conceive  how  a  peace  with  France 
could  be  permanent,  in  the  attual 
difpofttion  of  that  country.  While 
we  continued  at  war,  we  had  at 
leaft  this  advantage,  that  whatever 
exertions  France  might  make,  they 
muft  be  confined  to  the  continent 
of  Europe  ;  but  peace  would  open 
to  her  the  way  to  Afia,  Africa, 
and  America.  Another  thing  to 
be  confidered  was  that  while  we 

were 
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were  at  war,  we  were  upon  a  per- 
fed  equality  with  our  enemy. 
We  were  as  powerful  by  fea  as 
they  were  by  land ;  but  if  peace 
fhould  take  place,  from  the  very 
nature  of  the  two  cafes,  their  pow¬ 
er  would  not  be  made  lefs,  while 
our  fuperiority  would  be  diminiih- 
ing  ;  for  peace  would  enable  them 
to  encreafe  in  maritime  ftrength. 
He  fated  thefe  things,  not  as 
arguments  for  eternal  war,  but  in 
order  that  it  might  be  afeertained, 
that  we  fnould  acquire  a  proper  re- 
compence  for  what  was  loth.  It 
was  a  great  fatisfaction  that  we 
could  make  a  provifion  for  the 
war,  in  which  under  the  prefent 
eircumflances  our  advantage  feem- 
ed  to  lie,  by  the  fiourifhing  iiate 
of  our  finances.  The  profperity 
of  our  refources  was  to  be  aferibed 
to  two  great  meafures.  One  of  them 
was  the  finking  fund,  projected 
and  matured  by  his  right  honoura¬ 
ble  friend  now  no  more  (Mr  Pitt) ; 
the  other  that  of  raifing  a  eonfi- 
derable  part  of  the  fupplies  within 
the  year,  alfo  firft  brought  forward 
by  his  deeeafed  friend,  and  which 
was  a&ed  upon,  and  in  fome  de¬ 
gree  improved  by  Lord  Sidmouth. 
His  Lordfhip  looked  forward  to 
the  happy  period,  when  the  finking 
fund  would  equal  ail  the  loans, 
that  might  be  neceffary  for  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  country.  He  next 
proceeded  to  fhow  that  there  was 
great  reafon  to  rejoice  in  our  com¬ 
mercial  profperity.  The  year  1798 
had  been  e deemed  the  mod  fortu¬ 
nate  era  of  commerce,  that  was 
ever  known  to  this  country ;  but  the 
amount  of  the  imports  1798  was 
forty-fix  millions  ;  in  1805  it  was 
fifty. three  millions.  The  exports 
in  1 79S  were  thirty- three  millions, 
J,n  1805  they  were  forty  .one  mil¬ 


lions.  He  was  perfe&ly  fatisfied  that 
his  majelly’s  minifters  had  aded 
rightly  in  breaking  off  the  negotia¬ 
tion,  rather  than  give  up  Sicily  ; 
and  in  not  divulging  what  they 
would  have  thought  a  reafonable 
exchange  for  Naples.  He  agreed 
that  every  attempt  had  been  made 
to  detach  us  from  our  allies,  and 
he  rejoiced  to  find  the  projects  of 
the  enemy  had  been  fruftrated. 

Lord  Sidmouth  contended  that 
if  no  fpecific  declaration  appeared 
from  the  papers,  yet  the  bails  of 
actual  poffeifion  was  certainly  pro¬ 
ceeded  on,  until  M.  d’Oubrii 
figned  a  feparate  treaty  for  Ruffia  5 
and  when  the  French  minifies 
were  preffed  on  the  fubjed  of  the 
uti  pojjideth  by  Lord  Lauderdale, 
they  did  not  attempt  to  deny  that 
they  had  agreed  to  it,  although 
they  endeavoured  to  evade  the 
recognition  of  it.  They  unques¬ 
tionably  wiihed  it  to  be  under- 
flood  by  us  that  they  were  willing 
to  adopt  the  principle  of  a  dual 
poffeifion,  notwithftanding  they 
cautiouily  avoided  formally  com¬ 
mitting  it  to  writing,  in  order 
doubtlefs  that  they  might  after¬ 
wards  have  room  to  cavil  1  but 
was  this  any  fufiicient  reafon  why 
this  government  fnould  not  have 
treated  on  that  ground  ?  His  lord- 
iliip  laid  that  the  prefent  power  of 
France  was  derived  from  the  mi¬ 
litary  genius  of  its  chief,  which 
though  calculated  to  dazzle  and 
gain  temporary  fucccfs,  was  not 
formed  to  fecure  refped  or  attach¬ 
ment.  Looking  therefore  to  the 
uncertainties  of  human  life  and 
fortune,  regarding  likewife  the 
{Length,  the  zeal,  and  fortitude, 
which  animated  our  ally,  the  em¬ 
peror  of  Ruifia,  and  the  fpirit 
of  the  Engliih  people,  he  trufted 

we 
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wc  {Koultl  arrive  at  an  honourable 
termination  of  theprefent  contefi. 

The  fpeech  of  Lord  Eldon  was 
extremely  eloquent ;  but  turned 
entirely  on  the  deficiency  of  proof 
that  the  bafis  of  a&ual  poffefiion 
was  admitted  by  France;  and  he 
infilled  that  fuch  a  recognition  was 
not  to  be  found  in  the  papers .  He 
avowed  that  Lord  Grenville  had 
demonftrated  that  principle  to  be 
the  only  one,  on  which  a  beneficial 
treaty  could  be  concluded.  t(  In¬ 
deed,  faid  he,  the  conduft  of  his 
majefiy’s  miniftry  has  proved  it  to 
be  a  government,  feeking  peace 
in  the  fpirit  of  peace ;  while  the 
eontrafied  flmffuation  of  the  enemy, 
ihifting  and  evafive,  at  one  mo¬ 
ment  giving  up  one  conceflion,  and 
in  the  next  reclaiming  the  propofi- 
tion  which  it  before  conceded, 
clearly  exhibits  that,  from  'the 
beginning  until  the  rupture  of  the 
negotiation,  the  fame  deceit  and 
bad  faith  were  the  a&uating  prin¬ 
ciple  of  the  French  cabinet/ * 
From  his  knowledge,  he  faid,  of 
the  perfidy  of  Buonaparte’s  cha- 
radler,  he  could  not  confider  the 
failure  of  the  negotiation  with  re¬ 
gret.  But  there  was  one  circum- 
flancc,  on  which  hewilhed  to  have 
an  explanation.  He  alluded  to 
the  laft  letter,  Hated,  in  the  French 
account  of  the  bufinefs,  to  be  fent 
to  Lord  Lauderdale.  He  would 
be  glad  to  hear  from  the  noble 
lord  that  no  fuch  letter  was  ever 
received ;  and  that  no  miniller  of  a 
hofiile  power  had  dared  to  fend  to 
a  plenipotentiary  of  Great  Britain 
a  communication,  replete  with  the 
mod  bafe  and  injurious  calumnies. 

During  the  difcufiion,  it  was 
complained,  and  with  great  juf- 
tiee,  that  much  extraneous  matter 
had  been  introduced  into  the  quef- 
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tion  ;  for  independently  of  the  ir¬ 
relevant  circumftances  brought  fGr- 
ward,  and  the  ornaments  of  rhe¬ 
toric,  the  debate  might  be  de~ 
feribed  in  a  very  few  words.  One 
party  averted,  that  there  were 
proofs  that  the  bafis  of  a&ual 
poffefiion  was  manifefily  allowed 
by  France;  and  the  other,  that 
fuch  a  fa6l  did  not  appear  from  the 
documents.  Lord  Lauderdale  how- 
ever  averred  that  from  lord  Y ar- 
mouth’s  teftimony,  and  from  his 
own  conferences  with  the  French 
minifiers,  the  principle  fo  fre¬ 
quently  alluded  to  was  underftoed 
to  be  agreed  upon ;  and  he  ar¬ 
gued  from  M.  Talleyrand’s  expref- 
fions — u  that  a  change  of  circum- 

fiances  was  always  to  be  confi- 
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dered  as  a  reafon  for  a  change  of 
terms”— that  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  had  receded  from  their  firfi 
propofition ;  and  he  fiated,  in  regard, 
to  the  note  mentioned  by  lord 
Eldon,  t(  that  during  his  ftay  in 
Paris  he  experienced  no  want  of 
civility  whatever ;  nor  did  he 
know  any  thing  different  until  he 
faw  in  this  country  the  pofihumou s 
letter  directed  to  him  in  the  Mo- 
niteur.**  The  addrefs  was  then 
agreed  to  nem .  dijf. 

Lord  Llowick,  who  brought 
this  matter  before  the  houfe  of 
commons  on  the  5  th  of  January, 
faid  he  fhould  endeavour  to 
fliow  that,  in  the  negotiation^ 
the  king’s  government  had  in  no 
inHance  committed  the  honour  of 
the  crown,  by  any  difpofition  to 
make  improper  facrifices ;  and  had 
negledled  no  means  within  its 
power  to  conclude  fuch  a  peace, 
as  was  confident  with  the  profpe- 
rity  and  interefis  of  the  country. 
His  lordfhip  began  by  giving  a 
hifiory  of  the  caufes,  that  produced 

M.  Tal- 
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M.  Talleyrand’s  letter  to  Mr. 
Fox  ;  in  which  he  faid  the  French 
minifter  had  admitted  that  aftual 
poffeffion  was  to  be  the  bafis  of 
the  treaty,  but  he  wifhed  that  we 
fhould  negotiate  feparately  from 
our  allies*  This  latter  propofition 
Mr.  Fox  rejected.  Thus  the  af¬ 
fair  refled  from  the  20th  of  April 
until  the  4th  of  June,  when  lord 
Yarmouth  was  empowered  by  the 
French  government  to  renew  the 
difcuffion  on  the  principle  of  the 
utl  pojjidetisy  and,  in  fubltance, 
joint  negotiation  with  Ruffia, 
which  his  lordfhip  contended  was 
proved  by  the  whole  tenour  of  the 
papers  on  the  table.  Lord  Howick 
acknowledged  that  the  words 
ci  nous  ne  <vous  deman  dons  rien *f 
were  not  to  be  found  in  thofe  pa¬ 
pers;  but  it  had  been  difcovered 
they  were  actually  ufed  in  a  pri¬ 
vate  letter  from  M,  Talleyrand  to 
Mr.  Fox  *.  Upon  lord  Yar¬ 
mouth’s  return  to  Paris,  he  found 
the  Ruffian  minifler  inclined  to 
iign  a  feparate  peace  with  France, 
and  when  M.  d’Oubril  did  ac¬ 
tually  conclude  fuch  a  treaty,  M. 
Talleyrand  changed  the  original 
terms  with  England.  Lord  Yar¬ 
mouth  was  now  placed  in  great 
difficulty,  and  though  he  had  been 
inftrufted  not  to  produce  his  full 
powers,  till  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  reverted  to  the  bafis  origi¬ 
nally  propofed,  every  one  mull  be 
Satisfied  of  the  re&itude  of  his  in¬ 
tentions.  Lord  Lauderdale  was 
confequently  pitched  upon  to  be 
joined  with  the  earl  of  Yarmouth 
to  profecute  the  bulinefs ;  and  the 
firft  thing  he  did,  on  his  arrival  at 
Paris,  was  to  demand  a  return  to 

*  As  fo  much  of  the  queftion.  depended 
letter,  or  an  extract  from  it,  ought  to  have 


the  terms  firft  offered.  With  re- 
fpeft  to  thefe  terms,  it  feemed  as 
if  the  French  miniftry  had  been 
refolved  rather  not  to  admit  the 
uti  pojjidetisy  than  bold  enough  to 
deny  that  it  had  once  been  ac¬ 
knowledged.  Be  this  as  it  might, 
lord  Lauderdale  formally  infilled 
on  the  original  bafis,  and  on  its 
being  withheld,  demanded  his  paff- 
ports.  After  fome  delays  on  the 
part  of  the  French  government, 
and  after  a  new  conference  with 
a  partial  return  towards  the  former 
principles,  lord  Lauderdale  found 
it  impoffible  to  place  the  negotia¬ 
tion  on  the  only  admiffible  ground, 
and  with  great  difficulty  at  lad  got 
his  paffports.  Never  was  a  dif¬ 
ferent  bafis  from  that  of  aflual 
poffeffion  admitted  by  this  country. 
It  was  what  his  majefly’s  minifters 
had  uniformly  adhered  to,  and  ap¬ 
plied  to  Sicily,  although  by  no 
means  a  conqued,  fince  we  held  it 
in  concurrence  with  its  lawful  fo- 
vereign.  This  our  faith  to  the 
king  of  Naples  required.  Hanover 
having  been  unjuflly  attacked  for 
the  fake  of  England,  the  honour  of 
this  country  compelled  us  to  ffcipu- 
late  for  its  recovery.  The  in¬ 
tegrity  of  Turkey,  of  Sweden,  of 
Portugal,  was  required,  and  it  was 
our  object  alfo  to  fecure  the  little 
dates  from  the  inful ts  and  en¬ 
croachments,  which  they  had  ex¬ 
perienced  from  France.  After  M, 
d’Oubril  had  arrived  at  Paris  and 
the  French  government  had  hopes 
of  a  feparate  treaty,  lord  Yar¬ 
mouth  dill  wrote  that  Hanover, 
.the  Cape,  Malta  and  India,  re¬ 
mained  pure  and  untouched.  The 
faft  however  turned  out  that 

on  the  employment  of  thefe  terms,  this 
been  produced. 
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Malta  was  to  be  ceded  under  con¬ 
ditions,  even  a  limitation  of  the 
garrifon  being  propofed.  From 
Hanover  the  diftrid  of  Hoya,  con¬ 
taining  10,000  people  was  to  be 
taken  off,  and  the  Cape  was  to  be 
made  a  free  port ;  while  the  fub- 
jed  of  India  was  to  be  referved 
for  confideration,  and  the  Dutch 
colonies,  with  Tobago,  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  were  to  be  yielded 
up.  Thefe  conditions  were  fuch 
as  we  could  not  accept,  efpecially 
when  Ruffia  muft  have  been  left 
out  of  the  queftion,  and  Naples  aban¬ 
doned.  Befide%  too  it  ought  to  be 
known  that,  in  M.  d’Oubrii’s  trea¬ 
ty,  it  was  notthekingof  Naples  who 
was  to  be  indemnified,  but  his  fon 
was  to  get  the  Balearic  iflands, 
while  it  was  infultingly  agreed 
that  France  would  not  object  to  a 
provifion  being  made  for  king 
Ferdinand  by  this  country.  "When 
the  emperor  of  Ruffia  refufed  to 
ratify  this  treaty,  a  different  tone 
was  affirmed;  and  not  only  Ha¬ 
nover,  Malta,  and  the  Cape,  with¬ 
out  any  condition,  were  offered,  but 
alfo  the  fettlements  in  India,  and 
Tobago  in  the  Weft  Indies. 
Thefe  doubtlefs  were  better  terms ; 
but  Ruffia  was  to  be  given  up  and 
Naples  facrificed.  Moreover,  they 
were  not  offered,  till  Buonaparte 
had  left  Paris  to  command  the 
army ;  but  had  they  been  much 
more  advantageous,  never  would 
this  country  have  confented  to  pur- 
chafe  them  at  the  price  of  difgrace 
and  infamy.  As  to  the  connexion 
between  this  country  and  Ruffia, 
his  lordfhip’s  opinion  was  that,  if 
there  were  any  hope  that  the  con¬ 
tinent  of  Europe  could  be  faved 
from  the  grafp  of  France,  it  refted 
upon  Ruffia  and  upon  that  con. 
flexion.  Terms  had  been  offered 
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us  that  were  not  compatible  with 
our  honour,  and  if  we  had  ac¬ 
cepted  them,  it  would  have  been 
at  once  eftabliftung  a  fyftem  of  non- 
refiftance,  and  affording  a  free  fcope 
to  the  ravages  and  ambition  of 
France,  without  check  or  control. 
Peace  therefore  could  not  have 
prevented  any  of  the  fcenes,  that 
had  lately  been  exhibited  on  the 
continent.  If  Buonaparte  had  been 
able  to  ftate  that  Great  Britain, 
who  had  been  the  means  of  excit¬ 
ing  the  fames  of  war  all  over  Eu¬ 
rope,  had  feized  the  ftrft  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  concluding  a  peace  on 
the  molt  mercenary  and  felfifh 
grounds,  and  he  had  afterwards 
endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  dif¬ 
ferent  nations,  that  there  could 
be  no  permanent  tranquillity 
till  England  was  humbled,  then 
inftead  of  poffeffing  the  friend- 
fhip  of  Sweden,  inftead  of  being 
linked  in  the  clofeft  alliance  with 
Ruffia,  and  with  great  advan¬ 
tages  of  filiation,  we  (hould  have 
been  left  alone,  an  object  of  uni. 
verfal  jealoufy  and  fufpicion,  and 
without  the  power  of  contributing 
any  thing  towards  the  exertions 
for  reftraining  the  violence  of  the 
French  ruler.  Lord  Flowick  then 
moved  an  addrefs  to  his  majefty 
to  the  fame  effect,  as  that  fub- 
mitted  to  the  houfe  of  peers  by 
lord  Grenville. 

Lord  Yarmouth  rofe  to  vindi¬ 
cate  himfelf  from  a  charge,  that 
had  appeared  in  a  public  newf- 
paper,  of  his  having  produced  his 
full  powers,  contrary  to  infrac¬ 
tions,  without  a  written  acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  the  defired  bails.  It 
was  impoffible  he  could  have  had 
fuch  inftruCtions.  It  was  perfectly 
well  known  that  no  paper  could 
pafs,  till  full  powers  had  been  ex¬ 
hibited 
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hibited.  He  bad  no  inftru&ions  to 
withhold  his  full  powers,  except  on 
the  ground  of  Sicily  ;  and  he  con¬ 
sidered  the  confent  of  his  majefty’s 
minifters  to  negotiate  for  that 
illand,  as  an  evafion  of  the  claim 
to  its  unqualified  ceffion,  which 
he  had  before  been  dit;e<fted  to  in¬ 
fill;  upon,  as  a  neceffary  prelimi¬ 
nary.  He  had  preferred  a  note  to 
afiert  the  bafis  of  the  uti  poffidetjs , 
as  foon  as  he  had  communicated 
his  full  powers.  It  was  not  eafy 
in  private  quarrels  to  make  an  in¬ 
dividual  eat  his  words ;  but  it  was 
much  more  difficult  to  bring  to 
that  fubmiffion  a  man,  who  was 
at  the  head  of  500,000  troops. 
Hence  the  management  to  avoid 
a  retraction ;  the  word  adopte 
was  fubftituted  for  the  word  re. 
commit,  in  the  acknowledgment 
of  the  long  contefted  bafis.  His 
lordlhip  dilated  confiderably  on 
the  progrefs  of  the  bufinefs,  and 
Hated  his  opinion  that  the  nega¬ 
tion  might  have  proceeded,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  jealoufies  con¬ 
ceived  by  the  French  government, 
on  account  of  the  political  death 
of  Mr.'  Fox,  which  was  under- 
Hood  to  have  taken  place  on  the 
17  th  of  July.  Upon  the  whole, 
he  thought  that  we  had  loft 
a  good  opportunity  of  making 
peace. 

Mr.  Montague  regretted  that  he 
faw  in  this  affair  the  complete  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  machinations  of  France. 
Fie  confidered  the  firft  overture  as 
having  come  from  Mr.  Fox,  for 
•  his  letter  had  broken  the  ice. 
M.  Talleyrand  faw  that  Mr.  Fox 
was  defirous  of  peace,  and  though 
he  himfelf  did  not  wilh  it,  he 
knew  how  to  make  the  moft  of  the 
difpofition  manifelled  by  the  En- 
glifh  fecretary.  This  negotia- 
tiop  or  truce  was  merely  a  blind 


to  enable  Buonaparte  the  more  Se¬ 
curely  to  prepare  for  war  again’ff 
Pruffia  our  natural  ally  ;  bdides, 
without  any  difreped  to  lord  Yar¬ 
mouth,  he  conceived  this  country 
ought  not  to  have  trufted  fuch  a 
burthen  as  the  conduct  of  it  to  a 
man  unaccuftomed  to  diplomacy. 
He  could  fee  no  benefit  likely  to 
accrue  from  fending  a  fecond  ne¬ 
gotiator,  after  the  changes  in 
Germany,  which  rendered  any 
peace  that  could  be  made  totally 
infecure  ;  and  he  blamed  the  dal¬ 
liance  in  which  both  the  Britifh 
rninifters  were  kept  by  the  artifices 
of  M.  Talleyrand.  As  to  the 
bafis  of  the  uti  pojjidetis,  the  whole 
lay  between  the  affertipns  of  lord 
Yarmouth  and  M.  Talleyrand; 
but  a  written  note  would  have 
made  the  matter  clear,  and  it  was 
very  inconfiderate  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  not  to  have  infilled  on  this. 
He  joined  however  heartily  in  that 
part  of  the  addrefs,  which  pledged 
every  heart  and  hand  to  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  country. 

After  fir  Thomas  Turton  had 
made  his  maiden  fpeecb,  in  which 
he  repeated  and  enforced  moft  of 
the  arguments,  that  had  previoufiy 
been  brought  forward  againft  the 
management  of  the  negotiation, 
Mr.  Whitbread  delivered  his  fen- 
timents  at  great  length  on  the 
queftion.  FI  is  principal  remarks 
were,  that  Mr.  Fox  had  by  no 
means  fhewn  any  defire  to  nego¬ 
tiate,  by  the  letter  which  he  wrote 
to  M.  Talleyrand  on  the  fubjeH 
of  the  affaffin ;  hut  had  merely 
fulfilled  the  dilates  of  his  honour¬ 
able  feelings  in  that  refpeft.  Up 
to  the  2d  of  June,  he  contended, 
that  the  only  quell  ions  in  the  nego- 
tion  were  (C  that  the  treaty  Ihould 
be  reciprocally  honourable  to  both 
countries  and  their  allies, ”  and 
/  t  that 
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that  vft  ftiould  negotiate  in  eon. 
Jun&ion  with  Ruftia  ;  the  unhappy 
term  of  uti  pojjidetii  not  having 
been  then  introduced  or  thought 
of,  and  mo  ft  unlucky  it  was  that 
it  had  ever  been  ufed,  for  it  had 
proved  the  bane  of  the  whole  in- 
tercourfe.  Even  after*  as  lord 
Yarmouth  had  informed  the  houfe* 
M.  Talleyrand  had  propofed  the 
bails  of  uti  pofjidetiiy  it  did  not 
by  the  correfpondence  appear  to  be 
the  intention  of  either  government 
to  infift  upon  the  abfolute  recog¬ 
nition  of  the  abftra<ft  principle  of 
actual  pofteffion,  as  preliminary  to 
negotiation*  or  even  to  negotiate 
ftridlly  on  that  balls  $  becaufe 
Naples,  Venice,  Iftiria  and  DaU 
matia*  as  Weil  as  the  ceftion  of 
jfome  parts  of  Buonaparte's  Italian 
ftates,  were  demanded  by  the  En- 
gli(h  plenipotentiary  to  form  a 
provifion  for  the  king  of  Sardinia. 
That  lord  Yarmouth  did  not  ad 
without  authority,  in  making  thefe 
demands  of  France,  was  to  be  coL 
le&ed  from  the  anfvver  of  Mr*  Fox, 
who  exprefsly  direded  him  to 
mention  the  queftions  of  Naples 
and  Iftria  again ;  but  not  to  ftate 
them  as  conclufive  reafons  againft 
agreeing  on  preliminary  articles. 
Where  then  was  this  abllrad  bafis 
to  be  found  ?  not  in  any  part  of 
the  papers  nor  in  the  narrative  of 
lord  Yarmouth.  In  a  ftiort  time 
it  would  appear  that  Sicily  itfelf 
eeafed  to  be  the  Jinc  qua  mn  of  ne¬ 
gotiation,  for  after  the  rejedion  of 
the  abfurd  propofals*  relative  to 
the  exchange  of  the  Hanfe  Towns 
fot  that  ifland,  it  was  admitted 
that  an  equivalent  might  be  found 
for  it*  Upon  comparing  the  note 
hgned  by  Meflirs.  Champagny  and 
Clarke,  with  the  paragraph  con¬ 
tained  in  the  firft  note  figned  by 
You  XLIX,  or  V oLs  VII.  N 


lord  Lauderdale*  ho  material  dif¬ 
ference  could  be  found  between 
them.  Meffrsi  Champagny  and 
Clarke  ftate*  that  if  the  En- 
glifti  plenipotentiaries,  in  laying 
down  the  principle  of  the  uti  pojfi* 
dethy  had  it  in  view  to  propofe  a 
means  of  exchange  and  compenfa- 
tion,  the  emperor  adopts  it,  be*0 
caufe  it  appears  to  him  to  be  con¬ 
formable  With  the  two  principles 
agreed  Upon  by  both  parties  % 
lord  Lauderdale  fays  that  he  can¬ 
not  confent  to  treat  on  any  other 
principle  than  that  of  the  uti pojji*, 
detiSy  as  originally  propofed  to  his 
fovereign  by  the  court  of  France; 
at  the  fathe  time  he  defires  it 
ihohld  be  welt  underftood,  that 
the  adoption  of  this  principle  will 
not  prevent  him  from  liftening  to 
any  juft  and  adequate  coriipenfa- 
tion  to  his  Sicilian  majefty,  for 
the  ceffion  of  Sicily  ;  or  from  ac¬ 
cepting  any  propoiltion  for  the 
exchange  of  territory  between  the 
two  contra&ing  parties,  upon  juft 
and  equal  principles*  fuch  as  may 
tend  to  the  reciprocal  advantage 
of  the  two  countries.  Why  then 
did  not  the  negotiation  proceed  } 
The  obftacle  was  removed  5  why 
was  it  revived  ?  Here  was  z  gol¬ 
den  opportunity  loft  of  afcertaining 
whether  peace  could  be  made.  In 
regard  to  the  terms  ultimately  of¬ 
fered,  Mr.  Whitbread  thought 
that  every  thing  was  conceded, 
which  it  was  neceiTary  for  England 
to  demand  $  and  as  to  Sicily  a 
compenfatiort  for  it  might  poflibly 
have  been  found.  The  honourable 
gentleman  proceeded  to  the  point 
of  Dalmatia,  which  was  required 
for  Ruflia.  This  he  confidered  by 
no  means  a  moderate  propofal ; 
fince  it  was  not  more  requifite  to 
the  fafety  of  that  power  than  of 
w  Series.  {£]  France ; 
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France  j  and  he  deemed  it  parti¬ 
cularly  unreafonable,  when  the 
mode  in  which  that  province  was 
obtained  by  France  was  recol¬ 
lected.  It  had  been  obtained  by 
eonqueft,  and  in  ccnfequence  of 
the  difaftrous  peace  of  Prelburg  ; 
and  even  if  France  did  keep  it  as 
a  means  of  offence  both  to  Auftria 
and  Turkey,  it  was  natural  that, 
after  her  uninterrupted  fucceffes, 
(he  fhould  feleCl  thofe  points  of 
attack,  which  might  beft  hold 
Auftria  in  check,  and  contribute 
to  her  influence  at  the  Porte, 
where,  notwithftanding  all  that 
had  been  faid  of  Ottoman  inde¬ 
pendence,  it  was  notorious  that 
Ruffian  and  French  parties  alter¬ 
nately  prevailed.  The  pofieflion 
of  Dalmatia  would  be  a  means  of 
offence  and  intrigue  with  both 
Ruflia  and  France  ;  and  with  re- 
fpeCl  to  the  idea  that  it  was  not 
meant  to  give  Dalmatia  to  the 
former,  but  merely  to  deprive  the 
latter  of  it,  it  was  abfurd  to  ima¬ 
gine  that  if  France  withdrew  from 
it,  Ruflia  would  not  immediately 
feize  it.  The  refult  was,  that  if 
Ruflia  infilled  preremptorily  upon 
her  terms,  and  we  fupported  her 
in  them,  peace  was  unattainable  ; 
beetmfe  we  afked  that  which, 
placing  ourfelves  in  the  fituation 
of  France,  we  would  not  have 
granted.  Mr.  Whitbread  believed 
that  even  the  laft  terms,  offered 
by  M.  Champagny  to  lord  Lau¬ 
derdale,  'could  not  fairly  be  ftated 
to  be  the  ultimatum  of  France ; 
for  the  French  minifter  prefled 
with  eagerneftr  for  further  commu¬ 
nications.  All  tended  to  flbow  that 
if  the  time  which  elapfed  from  the 
commencement  of  the  negotiation 
had  been  duly  improved,  it  might 
have  been  known  what  the  real 


terms  of  France  were;  and  she* 
only  could  government  have  faid 
with  truth  to  the  world,  that  it 
was  folely  owing  to  the  injuftiCe 
of  France,  that  peace  between  th# 
two  countries  had  not  been  con¬ 
cluded.  Mr.  Whitbread  then 
moved  to  leave  out  certain  parts 
of  the  add  refs  for  the  purpofe  of  in- 
ferting  the  following  amendment: 
li  To  allure  his  majefty  of  our 
firm  determination  to  co-operate 
with  his  majefty,  in  calling  forth 
the  refources  of  the  united  king¬ 
dom  for  the  vigorous  profecution 
of  the  war,  in  which  we  are  in¬ 
volved,  and  to  pray  his  majefty 
that  he  will,  in  his  paternal  good, 
nefs,  afford,  as  far  as  is  confiftent 
with  his  own  honour  and  the  in- 
terefts  of  his  people,  every  facility 
to  any  juft  arrangement,  by  which 
the  bleflings  of  peace  may  be  re- 
ftored  to  his  loyal  fubje&s.’*  This 
motion  was  feconded  by  Mr. 
Johnfon,  and  negatived  without  a 
divifion. 

Mr.  Canning  then  occupied  the 
attention  of  the  houfe,  and  took  a 
moft  mafterly  review  of  the  whole 
tranfa&ion.  There  might  have 
been,  he  faid,  fome  confiderable  er¬ 
rors  in  the  condudl  of  our  govern, 
ment.  He  agreed  with  Mre 
Whitbread  that  there  were  aflcr- 
tions  in  the  king’s  declaration, 
which  were  not  borne  out  by  the 
papers  on  the  table ;  but  he  could 
not  agree  that  the  effect  of  thofe 
errors  and  mifreprefentations  proved 
that  an  opportunity  had  been  loft 
of  making  an  advantageous  peace  ; 
that  the  negotiation  had  been  pre¬ 
maturely  and  unneceflarily  broken 
off  on  the  part  of  this  country  j 
or  that  with  a  little  more  patience 
and  dexterity  we  ftiould  have  found 
France  ready  to  give  fuch  terms,  as 
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It  became  his  majefty's  minifters 
to  accept.  He  could  not  believe 
that,  from  the  beginning,  there 
was  any  other  intention  of  the 
enemy  than  to  delude  and  amufe.us. 
He  had  no  hefitation  in  avowing 
that  he  thought  that  the  firft  over- 
ture  came  from  France  5  and  that 
our  good  faith  towards  Ruflia  was 
Unimpaired,  as  well  as  that  Ruflia 
and  England  took  every  ftep  in 
concert;  but  he  regretted  that  a 
concert  in  principle  was  aded  on 
fo  imprudently  as  to  lofe  all  the 
advantage  of  it.  What  in  truth 
was  the  benefit  of  fuch  concert, 
but  the  aflfurance  which  it  held  out 
to  the  world  of  co-operation  for 
ends  in  which  all  the  world  was 
interefted?  But  for  the  attainment 
of  thefe  objeds  it  was  obvious 
that  the  concert  fliould  be  known. 
When  once  we  agreed  to  treat  fe- 
parately  in  form,  though  in  fub- 
ftance  in  concert  with  each  other, 
from  that  moment,  however  our 
good  faith  might  ilill  be  faved, 
every  other  advantage  of  concert 
was  irretrievably  abandoned.  Ruf- 
fia  and  England  might  ftill  be  true 
to  each  other  ;  but  Ruflia  and  Eu¬ 
rope  were  no  longer  true  to  the 
eaufe  of  Europe.  And  were  not 
the  effeds  correfpondent  with  the 
error  of  the  policy  ?  What  loft 
Pruflia  ?  Had  Pruflia  nothing  to 
millead  and  to  deceive  her  ?  The 
court  of  Berlin  was  fatisfied  that 
England  and  Ruflia  were  carrying 
on,  not  a  joint  negotiation,  but  two 
diftind  and  feparate  negotiations  ; 
t(  feparately  in  form”  we  knew 
they  unfortunately  were,  and  how 
fhould  the  court  of  Berlin  guefs 
that  they  were  in  fubftance  united  ? 
How  then  was  Pruflia  to  exped 
fuccour  from  two  cabinets,  which 
feemed  to  be  purfuing  oppofite 
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courfes,  and  each  hoft  ile  to  her ;  efpe* 
daily  after  Ihe  was  told,  as  doubt* 
lefs  ftie  was  in  confidence,  that  one  of 
them  had  declared  that  the  projedof 
a  new  combination  againft  France 
was  utterly  chimerical  ?  Had  we 
treated  “  formally”  as  well  ag 
t(  fubftantially,,  in  concert,  M. 
d’Oubril  would  never  have  figned 
his  feparate  treaty  ;  even  if  we 
had  negotiated  feparately  “  fub- 
ftantially  ”  as  well  as  if  formally,” 
we  at  leaft  Ihould  not  have  been 
fubjed  to  the  aukward  and  dif¬ 
ficult  fufpenfe,  which  followed 
that  fignature.  This  difficulty 
however  was  undoubtedly  well 
worth  incurring  for  the  benefit  of 
effedual  concert ;  but  how  could 
that  concert  be  effedual,  which 
was  known  only  to  the  parties 
who  concealed  it,  and  to  the  enemy 
who  ftipulated  for  its  concealment* 
in  order  that  he  might  deny  it* 
arid  which  prefented  to  all  other 
nations  no  appearance  but  that.of 
difunion  of  councils  and  diverfity 
of  objeds  ?  Mr.  Canning  then  ad¬ 
verted  to  the  contefted  point  of  the 
uti  pojfidetis,  which  from  a  very 
long  train  of  dedudion  he  denied 
was  ever  admitted  by  the  French 
government.  Part  of  his  reafon- 
ing  on  this  fubjed  was  peculiarly 
forcible.  “  But  after  all,”  faid 
he,  i(  there  is  one  (hort  view  of 
this  queftion,  which  with  me,  I 
confefs,  is  more  decifive,  than  al- 
moft  all  that  can  be  colleded  from 
the  papers ;  it  is  this  that  to  prove 
fuch  a  queftion  as  the  propofal  of 
the  uti  pojfidetis  there  fhould  have 
been  any  need  of  argument,  of  in¬ 
ference,  of  indudion  at  all*  The 
moment  you  tell  me,  that  you  have 
arrived  at  the  uti  pojjidetis  through 
a  long  train  of  ratiocination,  and 
by  an  operofe  procefa  of  analogy 
[E  2]  and 
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tnd  comparison,  t  think  that  very 
Vatement  disproves  your  cafe.  If 
tjhofe  Short  and  comprehensive 
pbrafes,  by  which  particular  forms 
and  bafes  of  negotiating  are  de¬ 
scribed,  have  any  charafler  or 
meaning  at  all,  it  is  that  they  are 
riot  to  be  argued  to  but  from1. 
They  are  not  refulrs  at  which  you 
are  to  arrive  through  a  feries  of 
laboured  argument,  but  points 
from  which  you  are  to  ftart  in 
commencing  your  difeuffion.” 
Yet,  continued  Mr.  Canning,  if 
inhuming  the  admiflion  of  the  mi 
foj/idetit  were  the  objedl  of  mini¬ 
vers,  why  did  they  not,  inftead  of 
bickering  about  the  propofal  of  it, 
fay  (f  will  you  now  agree  to  it  V 
This  would  have  been  the  only 
way  to  get  it,  becaufe  it  would 
have  faved  the  aukwardnefs  of  a 
xetra&ion  on  the  part  of  France, 
which  k  was  irrational  to  ex- 
peft.  ^ 

It  is  impofliWe  to  follow  Mr. 
Canning  through  his  very  able 
fpeech,  on  account  of  its  prodi¬ 
gious  length,  The  following  ex- 
tra^l  will  however  explain  his 
ideas  upon  the  influence,  which 
the  negotiation  had  had  upon  the 
fubjeft  of  Fruflia.  u  True  it  is 
that  there  was  a  paufe  in  the 
French  correfpondence  after  Mr. 
'Fox’s  letter  of  the  20th  of  April. 
But  why  ?  Becaufe  the  negotia¬ 
tion  with  England  was  itfelf  but 
a  fecondary  matter  in  Buonaparte’s 
eftimaiion,  and  kept  pace  exattly 
with  the  other  more  important 
f  ranfa&ions  which  he  had  in  hand  : 
becaufe  the  fame  courier  who  car¬ 
ried  to  M.  Talleyrand  Mr.  Fox*  s 
clear  and  explicit  letter  of  the 
20th  of  April,  carried  alfo  the 
copy  of  that  ftill  more  clear  and 
explicit  document,  the  king’s  mef® 


fage,  which  announced  our  hof* 
tilities  with  Pruflia  ;  and  well 
might  M«  Talleyrand  paufe,  well 
might  he  reft  and  lie  upon  his  oars 
for  fome  (hort  interval,  after  an 
effort  fo  maftefly  and  fo  fuccefsful ; 
well  might  he  grow  comparatively 
earelefs  and  languid  in  profecuting 
the  negotiation  with  England, 
when  the  objetV:  for  which  prin¬ 
cipally  that  negotiation  was  un. 
der  taken  was  accompli  (bed  1  Look, 
he  might  fay  to  his  matter,  loek 
at  the  work  of  the  lad  three 
months !  You  apprehended  the 
union  of  Pruflia  with  the  two 
great  furviving  powers  of  the  con¬ 
federacy  ;  you  wifhed  to  punifh 
Fruflia,  to  infulate  her,  to  have 
her  at  your  mercy.  It  is  done. 
Three  months  have  changed  every 
thing  according  to  your  wifh* 
Inftead  of  Fruflia  plotting  with 
England  and  Ruflia  jointly  againft 
France,  behold  Pruflia  at  war  with 
England,  and  England  and  Ruflia 
negotiating  feparately  for  peace? 
But  to  continue  andfecure  to  Buo¬ 
naparte  his  beneficial  ftate  of 
things,  it  was  neceffary  that  the 
negotiation  with  England  fhould 
be  refumed.  Elfe  we  might  have 
begun  to  fee  that  war  with  that 
power,  by  whofe  aid  alone  we 
could  ever  hope  to  make  head  ef¬ 
fectually  againft  France,  was  not 
precifely  the  policy  moil  confo-  * 
mant  with  our  intereft,  and  we 
might  poflibly  have  corrected  it 
before  it  was  yet  too  late.  What ! 
fays  the  noble  lord,  would  your 
'  policy  have  abandoned  Hanover  ?  I 
anfwer  this  queftion  by  another— 
has  your  policy  recovered  Hanover  £ 
What !  would  you  have  made  com® 
mon  caufe  with  Pruflia,  while  you 
had  fuch  ground  of  complaint 
againft  her  unredreffed  ?  I  hope 

we 
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we  are  making*  or  ready  to  make, 
common  caufe  with  Pruffia  .now ; 
and  I  do  not  fee  what  great  bene* 
•fit  we  have  derived  from  waiting 
till  now  to  do  fo.  To  prevent  our 
recurring  to  this  policy,  at  a  pe* 
riod  when  it  might  have  been 
more  advantageous  to  us,  M,  Tal¬ 
leyrand  refumed  the  negotiation. 
Then  came  the  Treaty  of  M. 
d'Oubril,  then  the  difcuffions  of 
the  uti  pojjidetis ,  till  the  fate  of 
Pruffia  was  ripe  ;  when  Buonaparte 
left  Paris  for  the  field  of  battle, 
and  thus  the  farce,  as  Lord  Lau¬ 
derdale  had  properly  called  it, 
was  permitted  to  conclude.**  Mr 
Canning  regretted  that  fo  much 
precious  time  had  been  loft  in  ufe- 
lefs  reafomng,  during  the  corres¬ 
pondence  with  France,  which  it 
might  be  impqffible  to  retrieve ; 
and  he  declared  it  to  be  a  fubje«§, 
not  of  barren  forrow  only,  but  of 
pxofpe<5Uve  anxiety  and  exhorta¬ 
tion  to  minifters  that  they  fhould 
refort  as  quickly  as  poffible  to  the 
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purfuit  of  thofe  obje&s  arid  that 
policy,  from  which  they  had  f> 
unfortunately  and  unaccount*, t |y 
been  led  a  ft  ray,  and  (hould  fide 
to  recover  thofe  advantages  which* 
in  tkejhopelefs  purfuit  ot  urattain. 
able  peaces  they  were  unavotdab  y 
tempted  to  abandon, — the  advan* 
tages  of  cordial  co-operation  with 
all  the  remaining  powers  on  the 
continent. 

Several  other  members  deliver*. 
<ed  their  fentiments  in  this  debate* 
amongft  whom  were  lord  Henry 
Petty  and  Mr. Perceval;  hut  no 
new  light  was  thrown  on  the  quef«# 
tien.  Lord  Howick  in  reply  (aid* 
that  his  majefty’s  minifters  had 
been  blamed  by  fome  gentlemen 
for  having  done  too  much,  and  by 
others  for  doing  too  little  ;  but  he 
thought  it  was  confiderably  in 
their  favour,  that  they  had  fleered 
a  middle  courfe  between  the  two 
extremes.  The  addrefs  was  the® 
put  and  carried.* 


CHAP*  V* 

Mr  Thomas  G  remit lie  moves  the  J&avy  eftimates9  and  Mr  Calcraft  thofe  of 
the  Ordnance ,  Qutflion  put  by  Lord  Cajllereagh  relative  to  the  Jiate  of 

the  army ,  Mr  Windham's  anfwer .  General  Fitzpatrick  produces  the 
Army  ejhmates ,  Incidental  debate  on  the  late  Military  plans .  Speeches 
of  lord  CajHereaghy  Mr  Windham ,  Mr  Perceval ,  and  lord  Howick* 
When  the  report  cf  the  Army  eftimates  is  brought  up%  the  difcufjion  is  re  a 
newedy  in  which  Sir  James  Pulteney ,  Sir  John  Doyle ,  Mr  Johnfone9 
Mr  Rfe}  Mr  Henry  Thornton ,  and  lord  Henry  Petty ,  take  a  part.  The 
Rfolut  ions  carried.  V arsons  Sums  voted  for  mifcellaneous  Services ,  on  the 

motion  of  Mr  Vfinfttart.  Renewal  o  feveral  mtafureS  originated  in 
the  laf  Parliament .  The  Solicitor  General  brings  in  a  Bill  to  make 
the  freehold  Eftates  of  perfonSy  dying  intejlate9  affets  for  the  Payment  of 
Jimple  contrail  Debts ,  it  is  oppofed  by  Mr  Herbert)  the  Mafer  ef  the 
Rcllsy  and  Mr  Canning,  Remarks  of  Mr  Morris,  Arguments  of  dif¬ 
ferent  Membtrs  in  the  fuhfequent  Stages  of  the  Bufnefs,  The  Bill  thrown 
out.  Lord  Henry  Petty  fubmits  the  Supplies  and  Ways  and  Means  for 
she  year*  with  a  new  Plan  of  Finance,  to  the  Houfe «,  Remarks  thereon 

l£  3j  b 
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by  Mr  Rofe  and  Mr  jfohn/ione ,  Proceeding s  relative  to  fibufei  in  the 
Barrack  department.  Mr  Biddulph*  s  Motion  refpe&ing  Pevjions  and 
Jinecure  Places .  Speeches  of  Lord  Henry  Petty ,  Mr  Wilberf»rcey  and 
..  Mr  Calvert .  The  Motion  Amended  and  Pajjed. 


THE  ordinary  bufinefs  ofparlia- 
menthadcommencedasearly  as 
the  29th  of  December,  when  oq 
the  motion  of  Mr  Thomas  Grgn. 
ville,  the  houfe  of  commons  re, 
fblved  itfelfinto  a  committee  offup- 
ply  ;  and  the  following  votes  paf- 
fed  on  the  navy  eftimates ;  that 
1 20, coo  men  he  employed  in  the 
ft-a  fervice  for  the  year  1807,  in, 
eluding  29,000  royal  marines;  that 
a  fum  not  exceeding  2,886,000/. 
be  granted  to  his  majefty  for  wages 
of  the  faid  120,000  men  for  13 
months,  at  the  rate  of  1  /,  17 s. 
a  man  per  month  ;  that  a  fum  not 
exceeding  2,964,000/.  he  grant, 
ed  to  his  majelty  for  victuals  of 
the  faid  men  for  the  like  period, 
at  the  rate  of  1  /,  j8j.  *  a  man 
per  month  ;  that  a  fum  not  exceed, 
ing  4,680,000/.  be  granted  to 
his  majefty  for  the  wear  and  tear 
of  the  fhips,  in  which  the  faid 
men  were  to  ferve,  at  the  rate  of 
3/.  a  man  per  month  ;  that  a  fum 
not  exceeding  390,000 /.  be  grant¬ 
ed  to  his  majefty  for  ordnance  for 
fea  fervice  pn  board  the  faid  fhips, 
at  the  rate,  of  5*.  a  man  pef  month. 
The  number  of  feamen  was  in, 
creafed  by  a  vote  of  the  23d  of 
January  to  130,000  men;  when 
240,500/.  as  wages  for  the  addi¬ 
tional  10,000  men  for  thirteen 
months,  247,000 /.  for  vi&ual- 
ling  See.  290,000 /.  for  wear  and 
tear  of  fhips,  and  32,500/. -for 
ordnance  were  granted.  At  this 
time  the  following  fums  were  alfo 
voted;  1,135,434/.  for  the  ordi¬ 
naries  of  the  navy  ;  2,134,903/. 
for  building  fhips  in  merchants* 


yards,  and  other  extra  expenfe  s  ; 
1,500,000/.  for  the  hire  of  tran- 
fports  ;  300,000 /.  for  Tick  and 

wounded  feamen  ;  and  500,000 /. 
for  prifoners  of  war.  Mr  Gren¬ 
ville  took  this  opportunity  of 
mentioning  his  purpofe  of  prefent- 
ing  the  navy  eftimates  hereafter  in 
a  more  eligible  form. 

On  the  8th  of  January  Mr  Cal- 
craft  alfo  moved  the  ordnance  efti¬ 
mates,  in  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  faid  there  was  a  confi- 
derable  reduction,  compared  with 
tho'fe  of  the  former  year  :  owing 
chiefly  to  the  practical  economy 
of  the  board,  and  to  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  thofe  great  works  in  Kent 
and  upon  the  coaft  ofSuflex,  which 
while  they  had  been  in  progrefs 
were  productive  of  an  expenfe  of 
fome  magnitude.  The  fum  now 
required  would  be  found  to  be 
6oo;ooo/.  lefs  than  that  voted 
laft  year  ;  and  this  too  notwith- 
ftanefing  the  inpreafe  of  1,400  men 
in  one  battalion  of  loot -artillery, 
the  augmented  charges  for  the  ef- 
tablifhments  of  engineers,  and 
higher  pay  to  the  artillery  granted 
by  his  majefty.  This  threefold 
addition  to  the  expenditure  would 
amount  to.  150,000/. ;  fo  that  had 
there  not  been  a  reduction  of 
600,000 /.  the  increafe  now  re¬ 
quired  would  be  750,000 /.  It  is 
not  to  be  fuppofed  that  Mr  Cal- 
craft  meant  to  deceive,  but  there 
is  an  evident  fallacy  in  this  ftate- 
ment;  for  the  reader  cannot  fail 
to  remark  that  the  real  diminution 
of  expenfe  was  only  450,000/.; 
and  the  increafe  above  the  efti¬ 
mates 
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mates  of  1806  would  at  any  rate 
have  been  but  150.000/,  even  if 
the  retrenchment  had  not  taken 
place.  This  citcumftance  was  not 
noticed  ;  and  it  was  voted  that  a 
fum  not  exceeding  2,278,197/. 
oj.  10 d.  be  granted  to  his  majefty 
for  the  charge  of  the  office  of  ord¬ 
nance  for  land  fervice  in  Great 
Britain  for  the  year  1807  ;  that 
479,264/.  197.  7 d.  he  granted  to 
his  majefty  for  the  office  of  ord¬ 
nance  in  Ireland  during  the  year 
1807  ;  that  301,406/.  9 s.  be 

granted  to  his  majefty  for  defray- 
ing  the  expenfe  oi  fervices  per¬ 
formed  in  Great  Britain,  and  not 
provided  for  by  parliament  in  the 
year  1805  ;  t^at  262,365/.  147.  zcL 
be  granted  to  his  majefty  for  fer¬ 
vices  in  Great  Britain  not  provided 
for  by  parliament  in  1806. 

Before  the  army  eftimates  were 
laid  before  the  houfe,  lord  Caftle- 
reagh  wilhed  for  fome  explanation 
on  a  point  very  material  to  the 
bufinefs.  The  right  honourable 
fecretary  (Mr  Windham),  on  open¬ 
ing  his  military  plan  laft  year,  had 
ftated  that  it  was  not*  intended  to 
apply  to  the  men  then  ferving  the 
fyftem  of  difcharges  at  the  end  of 
feven  and  fourteen  years  ;  but  that 
the  men,  who  were  entitled 
to  the  benefit  of  it  by  having 
ferved  fo  long,  were  to  have  the 
increafed  proportion  of  pay  and 
allowance.  In  a  fubfequent  de» 


1.  Guards,  garrifons,  Sec, 

z.  Forces  in  the  plantations,  &c. 

3.  India  forces, 

4.  Troops  and  companies  for  recruit 

ing,  ditto 

5.  Recruiting  and  contingencies, 

6.  Generaland  Staff  officers, 


bate,  the  right  honourable  gentle¬ 
man  had  mentioned  that  it  was  in¬ 
tended  to  difeharge  the  men,  who 
had  ferved  twenty-one  years,  with 
full  penftons.  He  wifhed  to  know 
whether  this  intention  had  been 
carried  into  effett  ?  Whether  the 
men  who  had  ferved*  that  time 
were  difehargedor  ftill  retained  in 
the  fervice  ;  if  they  were:  retained 
in  fervice,  whether  it  was  volun¬ 
tary,  and  if  it  was  voluntary, 
whether  they  had  the  increafed  ad¬ 
vantages  of  pay  and  allowance,  and 
alfo,  if  they  had  been  difeharged, 
whether  they  had  the  full  penftons  ? 

Mr  Windham  replied  it  had 
been  in  contemplation,  at  the1  pe¬ 
riod.  alluded  to  by  the  noble  fordj 
to  difeharge  with  full  penftons  the 
men  who  had  ferved  twenty-one 
years.  His  own  opinion  as  to  She 
propriety  of  that  proceeding  was 
ftill  the  fame  ;  but  it  was  a  point 
that  refted  with  his  majefty#s  go¬ 
vernment  generally,  and  which  had 
not  yet  been  decided  upon.  The 
men  who  bad  ferved  that  time  had 
not  demanded  their  difcharges, 
they  of  courfe  remained  in  the  fer¬ 
vice,  having  all  the  pay  and  al¬ 
lowances  which  the  vote  of  laft 
feffion  granted. 

The  fecretary  at  war  (general 
Fitzpatrick)  then  produced  the 
eftimates  claffed  under  twenty-fix 
heads ;  namely 


Number . 

£• 

4  * 

d. 

1 *3*795 

4,051,623 

0 

6 

79W58 

2,609,143 

13 

9 

25,115 

582 3 4 5»3  97 

0 

0 

437 

25>  2I4 

10 

0 

227,249  o  10 

*7  6 

7.  Em- 
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£• 

2*493*644  7  $ 
162,1  53  17  o 
157,227  16  4 
34,418  11  o 
221,200  iS  5 
467,273  3  it 

195,315  2 11 

44,000  O  G 

750  o  o 
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7.  Embodied  militia  and  fencible  in-  Number . 
fantry,  -  -  94,202 

8.  Contingencies  fpr  ditto, 

9.  Cbthing  for  ditto, 

10.  Full  pay  to  fupernumerary  officers, 

1 1.  Public  departments, 

12.  Allowance  to  innkeepers,  Sec. 

13.  Half-pay  and  military  allowances, 

14.  Ditto  American  forces, 

15.  Ditto  Scotch  brigade, 

it.  In-penfioriers  of  Chelfea  and  Kil- 
mainham  hofpitals, 

17.  Out-penfioners  of  ditto, 
x£k  Widows*  penfions, 

19.  Volunteer  corps. 


30- 


rn  corps, 


21.  Roy^l  ipilitary  college, 

22.  Royal  military  afylum, 

23.  Allowances  to  retired  and  officiating 

chaplains, 

24.  Hofpital  expenfes,  (Ireland) 

25*  Barrack  department,  (ditto) 

26.  Compaflionate  lift. 


?b473 


5< 

35 

4 

b49 

83 


x 

1 

46 

1 


pedud  the  India  forces, 

::  \  ■  ■  ;<  '  ,i 

Total, 

The  Secretary  at  tvar  obferved 
that,  in  the  multiplicity  of  fervices 
comprehended  in  theeftimate,  fome 
variations  in  the  charges  muft  of 
courfe  occafionally  occur  ;  but  the 
variations  on  the  whole  were  fmall. 
The  difference  was  in  the  number 
of  men,  5284;  and  in  the  charge 
9,167/.  The  fcale  of  the  eftablilh? 
xnent  was  nearly  the  fame  as  in  the 
laft  year, being  at  the  rate  of  890  men 
for  each  regiment  of  cavalry  ;  and 
of  battalions  of  1200,  jooo,  800, 
600,  or  400  men  for  the  infantry. 
The  prefent  eftimates  had  been 
formed  >yith  the  utmoft  attention 
tp  public  economy  ;  and  to  make 
this  matter  the  mpre  clear,  it  lyould 


9,597  *9  9 
5,785  7  8 
3>258  7  6 
0,301  4  8 

2,540  19  9 
2,175  5  10 

1,227  8  4 

8,208  15  11 
8,461  10  10 
9,450  12  6 

2,000  O  G 


334,180  14* *743*34 8  12  4 

25,115  582*397  0  o 

309,065  14,160,951  12  4 

be  better  to  feparate  the  coniidera- 
tion  of  additional  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances,  and  to  compare  the  expenfes 
of  the  laft  and  prefent  years,  as 
if  that  addition  had  not  in  fa^ 
taken  place.  The  total  amount 
of  the  eftimates  laft  year,  exclu- 
fjve  of  the  additional  pay,  was 

*3*936, 321/.  The  total  amount 
of  the  eftimates  this  year  was 
1 3,710,95 1/.  affording  a  difference 
in  favour  of  this  year  of  225,399 /. 
but  there  was  a  drawback  to  be 
made  from  this  faving,  in  confe- 
quence  of  certain  charges,  which 
were  withdrawn  from  the  war 
office  and  provided  for  elfe where, 
tp  the  amount  of  120,000/.  On 

the 
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the  whole  view  of  the  eftimate, 
there  was  ground  for  congratulat¬ 
ing  the  country  on  an  augmenta¬ 
tion  of  the  number  of  forces,  and 
a  derreafe  in  the  expenfes  of  the 
eftablilhment  of  150,000/.  The 
additional  expenfes  on  the  whole, 
inclufive  of  the  higher  pay,  were 
but  451,000/.  With  refped  to 
the  volunteers,  he  was  happy  to 
inform  the  houfe,  that  notwiths¬ 
tanding  the  irritation  which  had 
been  ftudioufty  excited  on  that 
queftion,  the  difference  of  their 
effe&ive  ftrength  was  inconfidera- 
ble.  The  whole  number  that  had 
retired  was  1 1,486,  the  number  of 
thofe  remaining  on  fervice  being 
363,400.  The  new  plan  of  re¬ 
cruiting  had  not  been  carried  into 
effect  till  laft  October,  eonfequent- 
]y  it  had  not  had  a  fair  trial  ;  but 
it  had  been  eminently  fuccefsful  in 
the  two  great  objeftg  of  obtaining 
a  greater  number  of  men  at  a  lower 
bounty ;  and  had  befides  prevented 
defertion. 

Lord  Caftlereagh  was  forry  to 
fee  the  houfe  called  upon,  by  the 
prefent  propofal,  to  fanftion  by 
implication  the  new  military  mea- 
fures  ;  the  charges  for  which  were 
included  in  the  vote,  without  any 
rpeans  afforded  to  explain  their 
effect  or  their  diftinft  eXpenfe. 
He  infilled  that  the  effe&ive  force 
on  foot  Ihoujd  be  looked  to,  and 
then  it  ought  to  be  confidered 
whether  minifters  had  an  army 
adequate  to  the  coil  incurred  by 
the  country.  By  the  ellimates 
the  grofs  number  of  men  was 
334,180.  From  this  the  commif- 
fioned  and  non-commiffioned  offi¬ 
cers  were  to  be  deduced,  leaving 
about  293,400  ;  yet  this  was  an 
eftimate  of  eftablilhment,  and  look¬ 
ing  to  the  effe&ive,  a  farther  de- 
ffo&iqft  muff  be  jfcade  fpr  a  defi* 


ciency  of  37,000,  which  would  re« 
duce  the  a&ual  force  to  260,555. 
He  thought  it  too  much  to  alk  for 
funds  for  37,000  men  who  were 
not,  nor  likely  to  be,  in  exiftence. 
His  lordfhip  after  pointing  out  the 
extreme  expediency  of  a  large 
army*/  under  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances  of  Europe,  and  the  right 
which  the  nation  had  to  expeft  an 
augmentation  to  our  forces  from 
the  boafted  military  plans  of  Mr 
Windham,  who  had  blamed  and 
defpifed  the  exertions  of  his  prede- 
ceffors,  entered  into  numerous  cal¬ 
culations  and  comparifons  to  prove 
that  the  new  fyftem  had  entirely 
failed.  The  moft  (hiking  of  thefe 
was  that,  by  the  methods  adopted 
in  the  year  1805,  an  increase  to 
the  army  had  been  obtained  of 
21,000  men,  but  thofe  now  in  ac¬ 
tivity  had  produced  only  thirteen 
or  fourteen  thoufand.  He  alfo 
objefted  to  the  expenditure  necef- 
farily  induced  by  the  new  pro j eft; 
for  in  confequence  of  giving  high* 
er  pay  to  the  army,  it  had  heen 
held  proper  to  add  to  that  of  the 
petty  officers  in  the  n^vy.  He 
contended  that  Mr  Windham  had 
unadvifedly  placed  the  foldier’s 
claim  to  apenfion  on  a  legal  right, 
inftead  of  the  recommendation  of 
his  fuperior  officers,  by  which 
order  and  difcipline  would  be  fubT 
verted.  He  again  computed  the 
value  of  the  penfions  affigned  tQ 
the  men,  according  to  the  ufual 
periods  of  life,  and  alter  ted  that 
thofe  recompenfes  would  burthen 
the  country  with  an  outgoing, 
for  which  it  would  be  unable  to 
find  the  means.  Lord  Caftlereagh 
is  a  man,  whom  it  is  impofiible  to 
mention  without  refpeft.  There  are 
at  vv a  y  s  m  u  ch  o f  m  i  nd ,  and  great  force 
in  his  remarks  and  arguments ;  but 
if  a  member  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons 
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mons  permits  himfelf  to  repeat  all 
that  he  has  ever  faid  before  on  a 
fubjed,  and  to  reinforce  his  fpeech 
by  frequent  and  almoft  interminable 
computations,  inllead  of  fpeaking 
for  three  hours,  as  his  lordlhip  did 
on  the  prefent  occafion,  he  might 
with  eafe  fpeak  until,  mature  is  ex- 
baufted  ;  and  ebbing  breath  refufe 
to  perform  the  duties  forced  upon 
it  by  memory.  The  length  of 
lord  Caillereagh’s  comments  ter¬ 
rified  even  Mr  Windham,  himfelf 
not  a  little  formidable  in  expanded 
argument,  into  a  promife  to  be  as 
brief  as  poflible  in  his  reply.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  faid 
the  noble  lord  had  certainly  forgot- 
tep,  that  moft  of  the  members  of 
that  houfe  had  heard  him  fpeak 
before  moft  copioufiy  on  the  fub- 
j ed,  but  with  very  little  fuccefs  • 
for  after  arguing  that  the  expenfe 
of  raifing  men  by  the  means  pro- 
pofed  would  be  ruinous,  he  in  the 
very  fame  breath  contended  that 
no  men  would  be  raifed  by  them  ! 
Mr  Windham  obferved  that  he 
fhould  not  follow  his  lordfhip 
through  his  calculations,  becaufe 
he  had  reckoned  the  life  of  a  fol- 
^lier  difcharged  from  fervice,  and 
who  had  encountered  hardfhips 
and  the  variety  of  climates,  to  be 
worth  twenty-one  years,  according 
to  the  ratio  of  infurance-offices  for 
the  lives  of  thofe,  who  remained 
at  home,  and  had  not  been  fubjed 
to  the  fame  difficulties !  He  fhould 
not  envy  the  noble  lord,  and  the 
gentlemen  on  the  other  fide,  if 
they  could  bring  forward  their 
fchemes  and  calculations  to  prove 
how  our  brave  foldiers  could  be 
jlarved  at'  a  much  cheaper  rate 
than  they  could  be  maintained . 
He  thought  the  expenfe  of  the 
fyftem  was  not  more  than  was 


neceffary  for  the  objeds,  which  it 
had  in  view  ;  which  were  fir  ft  to 
give  an  adequate  reward  and  relief 
to  thofe  foldiers,  who  had  been 
difabled  or  difcharged  after  hav¬ 
ing  ferved  their  appointed  time, 
which  was  a  bare  ad  of  juftice  ; 
and  fecondly  to  bring  a  fupply 
of  the  moft  valuable  men  on 
the  belt  terms.  He  totally  denied 
the  failure  of  the  meafure  ;  fince  it 
had  been  in  force,  it  had  raifed 
nearly  double  the  number  of  the 
men,  that  had  been  procured  during 
a  correfponding  period  of  the  laft 
year,  with  a  reduction  of  five  gui¬ 
neas  in  the  bounty  ;  for  it  appear¬ 
ed  by  the  accounts  kept  in  the  of¬ 
fice  of  the  infpedor  general  of 
recruits  that  there  was  a  growing 
increment,  fmall  at  firft,.  but  at 
length  amounting  to  an  excefs  in 
the  proportion  of  two  to  one. 
The  fyftem  however,  which  he 
had  introduced,  was  never  ftated 
by  him  to  have  for  its  objed  any 
temporary  addition,  but  as  likely 
to  afford  a  permanent  increafe. 
It  had  been  complained  that  the 
men  were  entitled  of  right  to  their 
allowances ;  but  it  was  proper  that 
men,  who  had  fpent  their  lives 
and  conftitutions  in  the  fervice  of 
their  country,  ftiould  not  be  left 
to  the  caprice  of  commanding  offi- 
cers,  as  to  their  title  to  a  reward, 
after  a  fervice  of  fourteen  or  twen¬ 
ty  -one  years.  He  would  alk  why 
were  the  defenders  of  the  country 
by  land  or  by  fea  to  be  the  only 
clafs  of  thofe  who  ferve  her,  that 
were  to havenoincreafed  allowance, 
in  confequence  of  the  depreciation 
of  money  ?  The  provifions  given 
to  foldiers  upon  their  difeharge 
had  not  been  added  to  before,  fince 
the  time  of  Charles  II.  and  when 
it  was  recolleded  how  much  the 

value 
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value  of  money  had  "been  reduced, 
their  claim  to  (hare  the  bounty  of 
the  nation  was  jrrefiftible.  The 
calculation  of  the  amount  of  the 
fums  given  was  not  nearly  of  fo 
jnauch  confequence ;  as  the  great 
queftion,  whether  it  was  too  much 
to  be  given  for  the  fervices  that 
were  done.  If  it  were  allowed 
that  the  fums  were  not  in  them- 
felves  too  great,  it  could  not  be 
fairly  argued  that  the  country 
was  unable  to  give  its  brave  de¬ 
fenders  a  fair  and  juft  reward. 
But  if  hereafter  it  ftiould  be  judg¬ 
ed  neceffary  to  have  recon rfe  to 
any  fort  of  compjulfory  meafures 
for  augmenting  the  army,  even 
then  the  advantages  of  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  fyftem  would  be  felt,  and 
would  make  the  compulfion  much 
lighter  ;  for  it  could  not  be  doubt¬ 
ed  that  it  would  be  much  eafier  to 
procure  fubftitutes,  if  the  fervice 
was  made  definable,  than  if  it  was 
not. 

Mr  Perceval  made  a  number  of 
obfervations  of  which  the  follow¬ 
ing  were  moft  important :  that  on 
the  former  plan  for  21  guineas  a 
man  was  procured  for  life,  and  on 
the  prefent  for  17/.  a  fervice  of 
ieven  years  only  was  obtained  ; 
thus  for  the  trifling  addition  of 
|/.  ir.  three  times  the  duration  of 
fervice  was  acquired  *.  that  it  had 
been  afterted  that  there  had  been 
only  a  fmall  rcdudion  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  volunteers,  and  yet  the 
computation  was  profeftedly  made, 
not  from  the  effective  returns,  but 
from  the  nominal  eftablifhment ; 
but  it  was  impoflible  that  the  vo¬ 
lunteers  ftiould  not  be  diminiftied, 
when  thofe  entering  after  the  24th 
of  June  laft  were  to  receive  no 
pay  at  all :  that  as  to  the  recruit¬ 
ing,  the  fads  Hated  by  Mr  Wind¬ 
ham  were  entirely  different  from 


thofe,  which  were  to  be  collected 
from  the  papers  on  the  table : 
that  his  majefty  had  been  advifed 
to  give  diredions  on  the  fubjed: 
of  recruiting  contrary  to  the  law 
of  the  land ;  fince  the  cavalry 
were  now  raifed  for  feven  years 
and  the  artillery  for  five;  but 
twelve  years  for  the  former  and 
feven  for  the  latter  was  the  oath 
of  fervice  required.;  and  it  was 
not  decent  that  minifters  ftiould  an¬ 
ticipate  the  decifions  of  parliament, 
and  undertake  for  fuch  alterations 
in  the  terms  of  entering  :  that  the 
wording  of  the  conditions,  on 
which  the  recruit  was  to  be  ob¬ 
tained,  was  carelefs  and  inaccu¬ 
rate  ;  for  if  a  man  got  the  bounty, 
and  it  afterwards  was  found  that 
he  was  fubjed  to  any  diforder, 
which  rendered  him  unfit  for  duty, 
he  was  to  be  allowed  to  retire  with 
all  the  benefits  of  long  fervice, 
and  reap  the  fruits  of  his  own 
fraud. 

The  remainder  of  the  debate 
afforded  nothing  of  novelty.  It 
confifted  chiefly  of  references  to 
the  numbers  levied  by  the  different 
military  meafures  of  former  mi- 
nifters,  the  final  refults  of  which, 
lord  Howick  afterted,  had  raifed 
but  5222  perfons,  of  whom  3422 
were  procured  for  rank,  and  1073 
were  mere  boys,  leaving  only 
707  men  as  the  produce  of  their 
exertions.  He  faid  that  the  regu¬ 
lar  recruiting  in  1805  front  the 
month  of  Odober  to  the  15th 
ot’  January  had  given  1208  men  ; 
and  by  the  new  plan  in  the  like 
interval  21 13  were  obtained, 
yielding  an  addition  of  947  men ; 
and  that  by  Mr  Windham's  regu. 
lations  a  fuperior  order  of  perfons 
reforted  to  the  army*  and  defer- 
tions  abated;  for  in  i8o5outof 
1208  recruits  there  were  1 74  defer- 
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tcrs,  or  one  in  feven  ;  lately  out  of 
2 1 55  there  were  only  155,  or  one  in 
thirteen.  This  was  no  trifling 
improvement.  His  lordfhip  in 
reply  to  Mr  Perceval,  faid  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  fup- 
po*ed  ,a  cafe  where  a  man  enlifted 
who  was  fubjefl  to  fudden  fits  or 
derangement ;  but  by  the  law  of 
England  no  man  could  fuftain  a 
demand  founded  on  fraud,  and  if 
fupfe  an  attempt  were  made,  it 
would  render  the  individual  liable 
to  the  punifhment  of  perjury,  fince 
he  muft  violate  the  oath  taken  on 
entering.  The  refolutions  were 
then  read  and  agreed  to. 

When  the  report  was  brought 
up,  a  farther  difcufiion  enfued. 
Sir  James  Pulteney  argued  that  it 
appeared  from  the  papers  on  the 
table  the  new  fyftem  had  oecafion- 
edad  iminution  inftead  of  increafe. 
He  aiked  minifters  whether  they 
did  not  ti}ink  fome  fupply  to  the 
army  was  neceflary  for  the  prefent 
year,  and  whether  any  of  their 
meafures  would  create  that  fupply  ? 
He  anxioufly  wifhed,  from  the 
prefent  danger  of  the  country,  that 
the  training  bill  fhould  be  carried 
into  immediate  execution.  Sir 
John  Doyle  relieved  the  drynefs 
of  this  fubjed,  in  which  ftate- 
rnent  had  been  oppofed  to  calcula¬ 
tion,  and  averment  to  aflertion, 
by  a  number  of  fprightly  fallies ; 
probably  to  extite  that  benevo¬ 
lence  of  attention,  fo  highly  prized 
by  Tully,  in  auditors  who  began 
to  be  extremely  difgufted  both 
with  the  powers  of  arithmetic,  and 
the  repetition  of  arguments,  which, 
if  like  machinery  they  could  have 
acquired  perfe&ion  from  frequent 
ufe,  muft  have  had  at  leaft  fome 
chance  of  attaining  excellence. 
Sir  John  Doyle  after  foCc anting  on 


the  danger  of  repofing  on  mari¬ 
time  fuperiority,  and  the  urgency 
of  having  an  effe&ive  army,  ad¬ 
verted  to  Mr  Windham’s  plan. 
It  had  been  remarked,  he  faid, 
that  limiting  the  term  of  fervice 
would  have  no  effeft  on  the  minds  ' 
of  foldiers,  or  thofe  likely  to  be¬ 
come  fo ;  but  he  could  produce 
two  papers  that  would  Ihow  the 
futility  of  the  remark.  The  one 
was  the  return  of  a  battalion  of  re¬ 
fer  ved  men,  in  which  for  fix 
months  previoufly  to  the  new  raea- 
fure  1 47  men  engaged  for  general 
fervice,  while  334  engaged  in 
the  fix  months  fubfequent  to  it. 
The  other  was  a  ftill  ftronger 
cafe,  for  feven  months  prior  to 
this  change  only  one  man  out  of 
a  battalion  of  400  men  extended 
his  fervices ;  but  in  the  month, 
when  the  right  honourable  fecre- 
tary’s  plan  was  explained  to  the 
battalion,  264  immediately  turn¬ 
ed  out,  thus  polling  a$  it  were  by 
acclamation  for  his  meafure.  Sir 
John  then  defcribed  the  inferior 
order  of  men  enrolled  under  the 
Farifh.ad,  who,  he  faid,  were 
moftly  fo  defpicable  that,  on  fee¬ 
ing  them,  it  would  have  been 
imagined  they  were  raifed  by  a 
general  gaol  delivery  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  and  a  difcharge  of  all  the 
parifh  workhoufes.  He  profefled 
the  greateft  refpefl  for  the  volun¬ 
teers,  and  admired  the  burft  of 
martial  fpirit  and  patriotifm  that 
was  fo  confpicuous  in  the  hour  of 
danger  ;  but  he  exprefled  his  dis¬ 
approbation  of  the  manner  in  which 
they  had  been  trained.  A  great 
deal  of  upneceflary  inftruftion  and 
inappropriate  difcipline  was  in  the 
outfet  attempted  to  be  given  them. 
They  would  be  extremely  ufeful 
as  auxilarfes  to  Our  army,  if  the 
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enemy  landed,  particularly  from 
the  nature  of  the  country  and  their 
local  knowledge,  where  they  were 
merely  trained  as  light  troops ; 

In  which  cafe  the  phyfical  powers 
of  the  individual,  and  his  patrio¬ 
tic  fpirit  would  have  fair  play. 
Sir  John  fareaftically  apologized 
for  fpeaking  fo  much  on  a  military 
fubjed,  becaufe  thofe  who  were 
not  military  men  treated  it  much 
more  learnedly  ;  and  concluded  by 
a  fpirited  exhortation  to  the  houfe 
to  be  unanimous  in  the  common 
caufe  again  ft  the  enemy. 

Mr  Johnftone  thought  it  was 
not  by  frittering  away  the  bounty 
of  the  country  in  pence  that  an 
army  was  to  be  raifed.  It  was 
rather  by  holding  out  fplendid  re¬ 
wards,  which,  though  only  failing 
to  the  lot  of  a  few,  were  induce¬ 
ments  to  the  many,  that  fuch  an 
objed  could  be  efFeded.  As  the 
militia  was  to  be  reduced  to  40,000 
men,  the  army  might  be  ftrongly 
recruited  from  the  furplus  num¬ 
ber.  Mr  Rofe  thought  it  a  fuf- 
ficient  anfwer  to  the  allegation 
that  the  late  minifters  would  have 
made  the  army  eftimates  higher, 
to  mention  that  the  amount  of  them 
was  adually  475,000/.  more  than 
thofe  in  1  $05.  As  to  tlie  increased 
allowances  in  the  Chelfea  eftablifkt- 
ment,  he  would  be  the  laft  man  to 
©bjedto  an  increafeof  the  rewards 
granted  to  men,  who  had  fpent 
great  part  of  their  lives  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  their  country ;  but  he 
dreaded  the  effed  of  the  in- 
creafed  allowances  in  a  peace  efta- 
bliftimenf.  In  the  event  of  a 
peace  probably  fifty  thoufand  men 
would  be  difcharged,  and  an  addi. 
tional  expenfe  would  accrue  of  fix  or 
leven  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 
Mr,  Hoory  Thornton  much  approved 
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of  Mr  Windham's  meafure  for 
recruiting  the  army  as  a  perma- 
nent  fyftem ;  but  he  doubted  its 
effed  in  providing  for  immediate 
defence.  He  thought  well  alfo  of 
the  training  bill,  as  fending  to 
diffufe  a  military  fpirit  through 
the  country;  but  much  time  was 
neceffarily  loft  in  preparing  ex¬ 
tended  plans  and  carrying  them 
into  effed,  and  he  felt  anxious  for 
fome  expedient  that  fhould  in  the 
meanwhile  meet  the  wants  of  the 
country. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  obfervet! 
that  fome  gentleman  had  ftated 
that  the  number  of  men  raifed,-  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  papers  on  the  table# 
did  not  equal  the  amount  of  what: 
his  right  honourable  friends  had 
mentioned  in  their  fpeeches.  It 
was  to  be  recolleded  however  the 
papers  began  the  account  fronT 
the  month  of  March  laft ;  and  of 
courfe  they  did  not  contain  a  year’s 
return.  Now  if  gentlemen  would 
have  the  goodnefs  to  wait  till  the 
month  of  March  next  enfuing, 
he  was  confident,  from  the  refuks 
of  the  moft  minute  inquiries,  which 
he  had  made  in  the  beft  informed 
quarters,  that  by  that  time  the 
numbers  would  even  exceed  thofe 
ftated  in  the  eftimate  of  his  right 
honourable  friends.  His  lordfhip 
profefted  to  be  a  friend  to  econo¬ 
my,  and  he  informed  the  houfe 
that  there  had  been  a  faving  in 
the  ftaff  at  home  of  43,000 /. ;  and 
in  the  barrack  department,  not- 
withftanding  there  had  been  a  re¬ 
trenchment  laft  year  of  500,000/. 
there  was  in  this  year  a  farther 
faving  of  50,000/.;  but  to  give 
unwillingly  to  the  worn-out  vete¬ 
ran  was  a  thought  which  he  could 
not  bear,  and  he  was  of  opinion 
that  Mr  Windham  was  entitled  to 
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the  thanks  of  the  country  for  the 
aft,  not  of  generofity,  but  of  hu¬ 
manity  and  juftice,  which  he  had 
done  in  their  name  to  a  moft  de¬ 
serving  fet  of  men.  After  this 
debate,  the  refolutions  were  car¬ 
ried  through  the  houfe  without 
farther  animadverfion. 

On  the  23d  of  January  the  fol¬ 
lowing  fums  were  granted  for  mif- 
cellaneous  fervices,  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Vanfittart :  6853/.  for  the 
fuperintendence  of  aliens.  1 2,000/. 
for  defraying  the  expenfe  of  the 
public  office  in  Bow  ftreet ;  51,3  50/. 
for  cortvifts  at  home;  15,000/. 
for  contingencies  in  the  offices  of 
she  three  fecretaries  of  ftate ; 
175,000/.  for  foreign  and  fecret 
fervice  money  ;  20,000/.  for  law 
charges ;  3,000/.  for  the  expenfe 
of  profecuting  thofe  concerned  in 
the  forgery  of  coin,  &c.  1 1,600/. 
for  fherifFs  of  counties  to  defray 
the  extra-expenfe  incurred  in  the 
conviftion  of  felons,  &c. ;  1 40, 199/. 
for  the  relief  of  French,  Dutch, 
and  Corlican  emigrants,  and  alfo 
of  American  loyalifts;  1432/.  13*. 
6d .  to  pay  the  balance  advanced 
for  ditto  in  1806  ;  1336/.  for  the 
relief  cf  poor  diffenting  minifters 
and  French  refugees;  1828/.  for 
the  ufe  of  a  certain  clafs  of  minif¬ 
ters ;  1934/.  for  ftationery,  &e . 
to  the  court  of  exchequer,  &c.  ; 
5210/.,  for  the  falaries  and  ex- 
penfes  of  certain  offices  connefted 
with  both  houfes  of  parliament ; 
39,760/.  to  defray  the  expenfe  of 
certain  improvements,  that  had 
been  made  and  were  if  ill  in  pro- 
grefs,  in  the  buildings  of  both 
houfes  of  parliament ;  1 1,800/.  to 
make  good  the  vote  of  laft  feffion 
for  defraying  the  expenfe  of  cer¬ 
tain  additions  to  the  houfes  of 
parliament*  and  alfo  to  that  of 


the  fpeaker ;  4993/.  paying 
the  expenfe  of  military  roads  in 
North  Britain. 

Several  meafures  originated  in 
the  laft  parliament  were  renewed* 
The  various  laws  relating  to 
woollen  manufactures,  and  the  re¬ 
port  thereupon,  were  again,  oft 
the  motion  of  lord  Temple,  re¬ 
ferred  to  a  committee:  Certain 
papers  relative  to  the  Oude  charge 
were  ordered  to  be  reprinted  on 
the  motion  of  lord  Folkftone,  who, 
if  Mr  Paul  ftiould  not  fucceed  in 
his  hopes  to  be  feated  in  the  houfe 
of  commons,  pledged  himfelf  to 
bring  forward  a  refolution  on  the 
fubjeft ;  and  on  the  motion  of 
Mr  Wellefley  Pole  a  fimilar  order 
was  made  concerning  the  other 
papers  connefted  with  that  charge. 
No  proceedings  arofe  on  them 
however  during  this  fhort  parlia¬ 
ment. 

On  the  28  th  of  January  the  fo- 
licitor  general  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  make  the  free¬ 
hold  eftates  of  perfons,  dying  in¬ 
debted,  affets  for  the  payment  of 
fimple  contraft  debts.  The  learn¬ 
ed  gentleman  faid  as  the  law  now 
flood,  a  man  might  contraft  debts 
to  any  amount  not  evidenced  by 
bond  or  other  legal  inftrument ; 
and  though  he  died  with  fufficient 
property  amply  to  fatisfy  thofe 
demands,  his  eftate  would  pafs  to 
his  heir  at  law,  and  his  creditor 
would  remain  unpaid ;  or  if  the 
owner  of  fuch  property  made  a  tef- 
tamentary  affignment,  however  ca¬ 
pricious,  to  a  ftranger  in  blood, 
that  ftranger  might,  if  he  chofe, 
look  with  indifference  and  fecurity 
on  the  ruin  of  the  creditors.  The 
law  in  queftion  was  peculiar  to 
this  country,  and  originated  in 
thofe  times  when  every  man  pof- 
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Med  his  land  by  feudal  tenure, 
which  rendered  alienation  inad- 
miffible,  becaufe  to  alienate  pro¬ 
perty  would  have  been  tantamount 
to  the  defertion  ©f  the  military 
ftandard.  Leave  was  given  to 
bring  in  the  bill ;  and  on  the  fe- 
cond  reading  of  it,  a  ftrong  appo¬ 
rtion  was  made  to  its  principle, 
by  Mr  Herbert,  the  mailer  of  the 
rolls,  and  Mr  Canning.  It  was 
argued  that  the  effe&s  of  the 
rneafure  would  do  away  that  fo- 
lemnity,  which  the  policy  of  the 
Britilh  law  required  in  tranfadlions 
that  affedled  real  property ;  that 
it  would  lower  the  value  of  real 
eftates ;  that  there  feemed  to  be 
no  reafon  why  the  law  Ihould  put 
the  creditor  in  a  fmiation,  which 
he  did  not  bargain  for  ;  that  after 
the  palling  of  the  adt,  the  freehold 
property  of  every  man  who  had 
contrasted  any  obligation,  for 
which  that  property  was  known 
not  to  be  liable,  would,  if  he  died, 
be  charged  therewith  in  the  hands 
of  his  heir  ;  which  would  be  an 
inftance  of  politive  in  juft  ice,  be¬ 
caufe  it  would  place  the  parties  in 
fo  different  a  relative  condition, 
from  that  in  which  they  were  at 
the  time  the  contract  was  made. 
It  was  remarked  that  the  bill  fell 
Ihort  of  its  object  by  not  including 
copyhold  property ;  and  that  as  it 
was  infinuated  that  this  was  only 
a  preliminary  ftep  to  fimilar  al¬ 
terations  with  regard  to  copyhold 
and  entailed  eftates,  it  was  ren¬ 
dered  highly  objedlionable.  It 
was  afked  whether  previous  debts 
were  to  fuperfede  fubfequent  fet- 
tlements  of  freehold  eftates,  and 
to  be  good  againft  purchafers  ? 
If  they  were  not,  the  obj-ed  of  the 
bill  would  be  evaded.  If  they 
were,  then  one  opportunity  of 


in 

fraud  would  be  removed  to  create 
a  {Longer.  This  laft  objedtioo 
was  anfwered  by  Mr  Morris,  who 
fpoke  in  favour  of  the  bill,  and 
faid  it  was  provided  for  by  the 
Statute  of  Elizabeth.  The  folici- 
tor  general  denied  that  the  mea* 
fore  was  likely  to  lower  the  vatu® 
of  freehold  property;  becaufe  the 
fame  provifion  in  Scotland  was  at¬ 
tended  with  no  fuch  effedT.  He 
mentioned  two  cafes  of  extreme 
hardlhip  by  the  operation  of  the 
prefent  law.  Breaches  of  trull 
according  to  law  were  but  fimple 
contract  debts.  Perfonal  property- 
bequeathed  in  truft  for  the  ufe  of 
infant  children  might  be  fold  by 
the  truftee,  and  the  money  laid  out 
in  the  purchafe  of  a  freehold  eftate, 
which  when  devifed  over  to  his 
own  children,  would  not  be  liable 
to  thefe  claims.  In  like  manner, 
the  proceeds  of  an  eftate,  devifed 
in  truft  to  be  fold  for  the  ufe  of 
children,  might  be  veiled  in  the 
purchafe  of  lands,  which  either 
when  devifed  over  to  the  truftee’s 
own  children,  or  in  cafe  of  his 
death,  would  not  be  liable  to  the 
claims  of  the  perfons,  for  whole  ufe 
the  eftate  was  devifed.  In  a  fub¬ 
fequent  ftage  of  the  butinefs,  it 
was  objedled  that  the  proceeding 
would  lead  to  endlefs  litigation, 
and  even  render  real  property  un- 
laieable ;  that  it  would  tend  to 
formidable  innovation,  and  that, 
if  the  principle  were  to  get  footing 
in  the  laws  of  England,  almoft 
every  marriage  contraft  in  the 
kingdom  might  poffibly  be  annul¬ 
led.  The  houfe  was  reminded 
that  there  had  been  two  attempts 
to  graft  a  meafure  of  the  fame 
nature  upon  the  Englifti  code, 
the  one  by  the  late  lord  Kenyon, 
and  the  other  by  another  moll 
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eminent  lawyer  j  but  both  thefe 
luminaries  of  the  law,  upon  ma¬ 
ture  deliberation^  abandoned  their 
defigm  as  being  unfuited  to  the 
genius  and  manners  Of  the  peOplej 
The  lord  advocate  of  Scotland 
faid  that  it  was  a  peculiarity  in 
the  Englifh  law,  which  was  urU 
known  to  the  ancient  Greeks  and 
Romans,  or  to  any  modern  ftate 
In  Europe,  that  the  death  of  a 
Hian  fhould  put  an  end  to  all  mo¬ 
ral  obligations,  which  he  owed  the 
world.  In  Scotland  and  in  Ger* 
many,  a  mofl:  high  and  honourable 
fentiment  of  the  antiquity  and 
greatnefs  of  families  prevailed ; 
but  frill  they  did  ndt  allow  a  man 
to  roll  in  wealth  left  him  by  his 
anceftor,  while  at  the  fame  time 
he  could  ftare  the  creditors  of  that 
anceftor  in  the  face,  and  refufe  to 
pay  them.  He  faid  the  idea  of 
innovation  was  held  out  as  a  bug¬ 
bear  j  but  was  every  fcience,  art, 
and  manufacture  to  profper  by  in¬ 
novation,  while  the  law  alone 
Should  jbe  deprived  of  its  claim  to 
purfue  a  fimilar  courfeof  improve¬ 
ment  ?  The  folieitor  general  faid 
he  had  a  high  refpeCt  for  the  arif* 


tocracyj  for  he  wifhed  to  refeut 
them  from  the  charge  Of  being  un¬ 
willing  to  pay  tbueir  debts.  He 
deferibed  and  argued  upon  the 
condition  in  which  poor  fervants 
and  inferior  tradefmen  Were  placed, 
with  regard  to  their  rich  debtors, 
as  the  law  now  flood ;  and  con¬ 
cluded  by  Repeating  the  words  of 
fir  John  Strange  that  11  a  man, 
who  dies  without  marking  provi- 
fion  for  his  debts,  fins  beyond  the 
grave.**  The  fenfe  of  the  houfe 
appeared  decidedly  againft  the 
meafure ;  for  it  was  thrown  out 
by  a  majority  of  it. 

On  the  29th  of  January  Lord 
Henry  Petty,  contrary  to  Ufual 
cuftom,  made  a  ftatement  of  the 
fupplies  and  ways  and  means  for 
the  year  before  the  loan  was  con¬ 
tracted  for.  The  caufe  of  depart¬ 
ing  from  the  common  order  of 
proceeding  was  to  fubnftt  to  the 
houfe  a  new  plan  of  finance,  which 
had  been  fome  time  in  contempla¬ 
tion.  The  noble  lord  prefaced  the 
bufinefs  by  a  fhort  introduction, 
and  then  produced  the  detail  to  the 
fubfequent  effeCt* 


SUPPLIES* 

NAVY*  -,*;v  A 

<•- 

Exclufive  of  the  Ordnance  fea  fervice  £.  16,997,817  g  $ 

ARMY* 

Great  Britain  10,202,967  8  5 

Ireland  3,44 5,130  17  3 

fc-  1  -  w  I —III  m  wi  ...  y  JhiiTTrini'iin^iiM  r-n 

S  3^648,098  5  © 
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BARRACKS. 


threat  Britain 
Ireland 


Commiflary 
General’s 
Department.  - 


£  5 06,237  o  o 
469,450  1  z  6 


975,687  12  6 
841,526  6  5 


Extraordinaries  as  in  1 806,  after  deducing  th  wte  of  Commijfary  General9 j 

Department 


Great  Britain  \ 
and  Ireland,  j 


z-/58>474  13  7 

Total  Army 


18*223,786  18  2 


GreatBritain,' 
including 
422,500  /. 
ordnance  Tea 
fervice. 
Ireland 


Great  Britain 
Ireland 


ORDNANCE. 


3,264,469  4  8 


479,246  19  7 


3>743>7I(5  4  3 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


1,200,000  O  O 

666,000  o  o 


1,866,000  o  o 


Great  Britain 
Ireland 


VOTE  OF  CREDIT. 


2,400,000  O  O 
600,000  O  O 


3,000,000  O  o 
Total  Joint  Charge  43,81 1,340  II  S 


SEPARATE  CHARGES  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 


Deficiency  of  Malt,  1805 
Services  not  voted  paid  in  1 806 

Vol<  XLIX.  or  Vol.  VII,  New  Series.  [F] 


200,000  o  o 
280,000  o  o 


Intereft 
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Intereft  on  Exchequer  Bills  1807  £’1,200,000  o  o 
Five  perCents  1797  to  be  paid  off  350,000  o  o 

2,030,000  o  a 


Deduct  Irifh  proportion  of  Supply 
Civil  Lift,  &c. 


Total  Supplies 


45,841,340  II  s 
5,3H>27 5  0  0 


Total  to  be  defrayed  by  Great  Britain 


40,527,065  11  8 


Deduft  on  account  of  Irelatd*) 

2-i7ths  of  the  above  fum  ol 4  5,154,275  o  o 
43,81 1,340  1 1  8  j 

Dedutff  alfo  2-i7ths  for  Civil 
'Lift  and  other  charges,  the  fame 
as  laft  year 


160,000  o  o 


£ 

His lordfhip  faid,  that  a  feparate 
eftimate  was  made  out  for  the  com. 
miffary  general’s  department,  upon 
the  principle  of  taking  out  of  the 
account  of  the  extraordinaries  of 
the  army,  which  are  only  voted 
‘after  the  fer vices  have  been  per¬ 
formed,  all  expenditure,  the  amount 
of  which  could  be  previously  cal¬ 
culated  and  afcertained.  Of  the 
amount  of  the  fum  fpeciiied  as  a 
vote  of  credit,  1,000,000/.  might 
Be  confidered  as  applicable  to  the 
difcharge  of  an  arrear  of  fubfidies 
to  foreign  powers,  due  in  confe- 
quence  of  exifting  treaties,  and  a 
farther  fum  of  500,000/.  was  left 
to  be  applied  to  other  fubfidies, 
fhould  the  ftate  of  Europe  conti¬ 
nue  to  require  it.  It  would  be 
recolledled  by  thofe  gentlemen, 
who  were  in  the  laft  parliament, 

.Duty  on  Malt,  penfions,  &c. 
Surplus  of  confolidated  fund 
War  Taxes 
Lottery 

Exchequer  Bills  on  vote  of  credit 
Loan 


5,3 14,275  o  o 

that  it  was  reckoned  more  hand- 
feme  and  manly  to  provide  for  the 
intereft  on  the  exchequer  bills  for 
the  current  year,  inftead  of  leaving 
it  to  be  furnifhed  by  future  feflions ; 
a  courfe  in  which  it  was  held  pro¬ 
per  to  perfevere.  The  noble  lord 
then  came  to  the  ways  and  means. 
The  property  tax,  he  faid,  had  in- 
creafed  in  its  produce  one  million  ; 
therefore,  though  he  took  it  laft 
year  at  10,500,000/.  he  (hould  fet 
it  down  this  at  1 1,500,000/.  The 
other  war  taxes  amounted  to 
9,500,000/.  combining  them  alto¬ 
gether,  he  (hould  ftate  them  pro- 
fpeftively  at  21,000,000 /.  ;  al¬ 
though,  as  part  of  the  ways  and 
means  for  the  year,  he  (hould  take 
them  at  19,800,000/.  only.  They 
(food  thus  ; 

£  2,750,000 
3,500,000 
19,800,000 
450,000 

.  -  2, 400,000 

»  -  12,200,0  00 


£  41,100,000 
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It  would  be  obferved,  that  the 
total  of  the  fupplies  being 
40,527,065!.  iis.  8d.  while  that 
of  the  ways  and  means  was 
41,100,000!.,  there  was  an  excefs 
of  572,934!.  8s.  4d.,  which  it 
might  be  thought  defirable  to  pro¬ 
vide,  with  a  view  to  thofe  cir- 
cumftances  in  the  ftate  of  the 
world,  that  might  caufe  an  un¬ 
avoidable  fluctuation  in  that  part 
©f  our  revenue,  which  arofe  from 
the  commerce  of  the  country. 
Lord  Henry  Petty  then  expofed 
the  nature  of  his  financial  plan. 
He  gave  a  moll  elaborate  hiftory 
of  the  finking  fund,  by  way  of  ex¬ 
ordium  to  the  bufinefs,  and  thus 
continued.  He  had  Ihown,  he 
faid,  that  the  fum,  required  to  de¬ 
fray  the  extra  expenfes  of  the  war, 
amounted  to  32,000,0001.  To 
provide  for  this,  independently  of 
the  war  taxes,  he  intended  to  bor¬ 
row  the  fum  of  1 2,000, oool.  by 
way  of  loan,  to  be  charged  on 
thofe  war  taxes,  a  certain  portion 
of  which  was  immediately  to  be  fet 
apart  for  its  liquidation,  and  if 
the  war  lafted,  it  was  propofed  to 
borrow  1  2, 000, oool.  annually,  for 
the  firft  three  years,  14,000,000!. 
for  1810,  and  for  the  ten  fucceed- 
ing  years  i6,ooo,©ool.  in  each. 
In  the  firft  and  each  fucceftive 
year,  for  which  thefe  loans  fhould 
be  railed,  fo  much  of  the  war 
taxes  was  to  be  appropriated,  as 
would  amount  to  ten  per  cent,  on 
the  particular  loan.  Out  of  this 
ten  per  cent,  the  intereft  and 
charges  of  management  were  firft 
to  be  defrayed,  and  the  remainder 
was  to  conftitute  a  finking  fund 
for  the  redemption  of  that  loan  ; 
thus  the  1 2, 000, oool.  borrowed  in 
5807  would  be  redeemed  in  four¬ 
teen  years,  and  the  1,200,  oool.' of 


war  taxes  be  liberated,  and  appli¬ 
cable  to  another  loan  of  the  like 
value ;  and  fo  with  refpeCt  to  all 
the  other  loans,  each  of  which 
would  mortgage  for  fourteen  years 
its  correfponding  portion  of  the 
war  taxes.  This  fyftem,  he  faid, 
could  be  carried  on  from  the  pre- 
fent  time  for  feven  years*  without 
invading  any  part  of  the  property 
tax,  as  the  whole  charge  on  the 
war  taxes  for  that  period  would  be 
no  more  than  9,800,600!.  which 
fum  the  war  duties  of  cuftoms  and 
excife  might  fairly  be  expected  to 
yield,  if  hoftilities  were  pro¬ 
longed  beyond  that  time,  war  loans 
to  the  amounts  fpecified  might  be 
continued  indefinitely,  and  the 
frefh  charges  created  each  year 
might  be  met  by  the  portions  of 
war  taxes  falling  in,  without  ma¬ 
terially  burthenirig  the  country 
with  any  other  taxes  than  thofe 
now  in  exiftence.  But  as  the  in¬ 
tereft  and  finking  fund  to  be  thus 
provided  for  thefe  loans  were  de¬ 
duced  from  the  prod  dee  of  the 
war  taxes,  which  now  conftituted 
a  part  of  the  means  to  pay  the  an¬ 
nual  expenditure,  the  deficiencies 
fo  created  muft  be  fupplied  as  they 
arofe  by  fupplementary  loans.  The 
loan  fo  required  this  year  would 
be  only  200, oool.  Thefe  fupple- 
mentary  loans  were  to  be  raifed 
with  a  finking  fund  of  one  per 
cent,  on  the  nominal  capital,  and 
the  charge  created  was  to  be  de¬ 
frayed  by  impofing  new  taxesfi 
or  by  the  falling  in  of  annuities  5 
and  annuities  would  fall  in,  during 
the  next  three  years,  more  than 
fufneient  to  provide  what  was  ns- 
ceifary  for  the  purpofe ;  therefore 
not  a  fhilling  of  new  taxes  would 
be  levied  on  the  people  for  that 
.  period.  -  For  the  next  feven  ye;ars 
[  f  2  ]  aftetf 
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after  the  year  1810,  it  was  in¬ 
tended  to  equalize  the  prefture  of 
the  taxes  to  be  impofed  pending 
the  whole  time,  and  the  average 
would  be  293,0001.  annually. — ■ 
Having  gone  through  the  two  firft 
periods,  he  would  proceed  to  the 
third  ;  but  before  he  entered  upon 
it,  he  called  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  the  fubjeCl  of  the 
finking  fund.  At  the  firft  eftab- 
lifhment  of  that  meafure,  the 
amount  appropriated  to  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  the  debt  bore  fo  fmall  a 
proportion  to  the  whole  capital, 
and  to  the  general  extent  of  our 
money  tranfaCtions,  that  it  might 
hardly  have  appeared  neceffary  to 
take  any  precaution  for  preventing 
the  inconveniences,  which  might, 
at  a  future  period,  arife  from  the 
too  rapid  reduction  of  the  debt, 
and  too  great  an  accumulation  of 
floating  capital  in  the  money  mar¬ 
ket.  Yet  with  a  view  both  to 
thefe  inconveniences,  and  to  the 
holding  out  a  profped  of  fome  re¬ 
lief  to  the  public  from  taxes  at  a 
moderate  diftance  of  time,  the  ac¬ 
cumulation  of  the  finking  fund  at 
compound  intereft  was  limited  to 
the  extent  of  4, 000, cool.,  and 
after  it  fhould  have  reached  that 
fum  (which  it  was  then  computed 
would  take  place  in  1808)  it  was 
thenceforward  to  be  applied  to 
that  extent  only,  leaving  the  ac¬ 
cruing  furplus  at  the  difpofal  of 
parliament.  The  reafons  which 
induced  Mr.  Pitt  to  fix  this  limi¬ 
tation  were  obvious.  Jt  was  un- 
neceffary  to  prefs  on  the  confide- 
ration  of  the  committee  all  the 
evils,  likely  to  refult  from  allow¬ 
ing  the  finking  fund  to  accumulate 
without  any  limit ;  for  the  nation 
would  be  expofed,  by  fuch  a  pro¬ 
ceeding,  to  the  mifchief  of  having 


a  large  portion  of  capital  taken 
at  once  out  of  the  market,  with¬ 
out  any  adequate  means  of  apply¬ 
ing  it,  which  would  of  courfe  be 
deprived  of  its  value.  This  evil 
muft  appear  fo  ferious  to  any  man 
who  contemplated  its  charader, 
that  there  could  be  no  doubt  it 
would  be  felt,  that  the  redemption 
of  the  whole  national  debt  at  once 
mud  be  the  production  of  fome- 
thing  like  national  bankruptcy  ; 
for  the  capital  being  returned  fud- 
denly  into  the  hands  of  the  holder, 
without  any  means  of  difpofing  of 
it,  that  capital  would  be  equiva¬ 
lent  almoft  to  nothing,  while  the 
intereft  he  had  before  derived  from 
it  would  be  altogether  extin- 
guifhed.  Different  arrangements 
were  adopted  in  the  further  pro- 
vifions,  made  on  the  fubjed  of  the 
finking  fund,  in  1792  and  1802. 
By  the  firft,  the  finking  fund  of 
one  per  cent,  which  was  thence¬ 
forward  to  be  provided  for  every 
new  loan,  was  made  to  accumulate 
at  compound  intereft,  until  the 
whole  of  the  debt  created  wa,s 
extinguiftied.  By  the  fecond  ar¬ 
rangement,  all  the  various  finking 
funds  exifting  in  1802  were  con- 
folidated,  and  the  whole  were  ap¬ 
propriated  to  accumulate  at  com¬ 
pound  intereft,  until  the  difcharge 
of  the  whole  of  the  debt  alfo  ex¬ 
ifting  in  1802.  But  the  debc 
created  fince  1802,  amounting  to 
about  ioo,ooo,oool.  of  nominal 
capital,  was  ftiil  left  fubjecf  to 
conditions  of  1792,  which  pro¬ 
vided  for  each  feparace  loan  a  fink¬ 
ing  fund  of  only  one  per  cent,  on 
the  nominal  capital.  The  plan  of 
1802,  engrafted  on  the  former  ads 
of  1786  and  1792,  provided  for 
the  ftiil  more  fpeedy  extinction  of 
the  debt  to  which  it  applied.  But 
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It  would  poftpone  all  relief  from 
the  public  burrhens  to  a  very  dif- 
tant  period  (computed  in  1802  to 
be  from  1834  to  1844);  and  it 
would  throw  fuch  large  and  dif- 
proportionate  fums  into  the  money 
market  in  the  latter  years  of  its 
operation,  as  might  dangeroufiy 
depreciate  the  value  of  money. 
Many  inconveniences  might  alio 
arife  from  the  hidden  flop,  which 
would  be  put  to  the  application  of 
thofe  fums,  when  the  whole  debt 
lb  ould  have  been  redeemed,  and 
from  the  no  lefs  hidden  change  in 
the  price  of  all  commodities,  which 
mud  follow  from  taking  off,  at  one 
and  tne  fame  moment,  taxes  to  an 
extent  probably  then  much  exceed¬ 
ing  30,000,000/.  The  fate  of 
merchants',  manufacturers,  mecha¬ 
nics,  and  every  defeription  of  dea¬ 
lers,  in  fuch  an  event  muft  be  con¬ 
templated  by  every  thinking  man 
with  alarm  ;  becaufe  all  the  goods 
remaining  on  hand  would  be  com¬ 
paratively  fpeaking  of  no  value, 
fince  being  manufactured  or  pur- 
chafed  while  fuph  taxation  prevail¬ 
ed,  the  proprietors  of  them  muft 
be  underfold  by  all  thofe,  who 
might  manufacture  the  fame  kind 
of  goods,  after  the  imports  had 
ceafea.  It  appeared,  therefore, 
highly  defirable  that  a  plan  fhould 
be  adopted,  which  might  remedy 
thefe  evils,  if  it  could  be  done 
without  injury  to  the  prefent  or 
future  intereft  of  the  ftock  holders, 
and  without  retarding  thedifeharge 
of  the  exifting  public  debt  beyond 
the  time  preferibed  by  parliament. 
This  it  was  conceived  might  be 
effected  by  rendering  the  finking 
fund  more  equal  in  its  progrefs,  and 
by  diffufing  over  a  greater  number 
of  years  thofe  extenfive  effeCts, 
which  would,  according  to  the 


prefent  fyftem,  be  confined  to  the 
very  laft  periods  of  its  operation. 
The  arrangements  propofed  for  this 
purpofe  were  founded  in  part  on. 
calculations,  drawn  from  the  in* 
creafed  benefit  which  would  have 
been  given  to  the  ftockholder,  by 
applying  a  finking  fund  of  five 
per  cent  on  the  money  capital,  in¬ 
stead  of  one  per  cent  on  the  nomi¬ 
nal  capital,  to  fo  large  a  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  loans  for  the  firft  ten 
years.  It  was  intended,  in  return 
for  this  advantage,  that  when  the 
prefent  finking  fund  fhould  have  fo 
accumulated,  as  to  exceed  in  its 
amount  the  intereft  of  fuch  part  of 
the  prefent  debt  as  fhould  then  re¬ 
main  unredeemed,  the  excefies  of 
the  finking  fund  fhould  be  at  the 
difpofal  of  parliament  ;  but  that 
thefe  excefies  fhould  never  be  made 
available  to  fuch  an  extent,  as 
would  either  prevent  the  redemp¬ 
tion  of  a  fum  eaual  to  the  exifi> 

JL 

ing  debt,  in  as  fhort  a  period  as 
the  fame  would  be  paid  off  by  the 
prefent  fyftem,  or  poftpone  the 
final  redemption  of  any  future  loan 
beyond  the  forty-five  years  limited 
by  the  aCt  of  1792.  And  in  this 
way  a  confiderable  increafed  ad¬ 
vantage  was  given  to  the  ftock¬ 
holder.  By  the  propofed  plan,  a 
larger  finking  fund  would  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  redemption  of  the  pre¬ 
fent  debt,  until  the  period  of  its 
final  extindion,  than  would  have 
been  applied  during  the  fame  time 
by  the  exifting  fyftem.  An  amount 
alfo  equal  to  the  prefent  debt 
would  be  redeemed  at  a  much  ear- 
Her  period  by  the  propofed  plan, 
than  by  the  prefent  mode  j  and  an 
amount  equal  to  all  future  loans, 
to  be  raifed  according  to  this  plan 
during  the  continuance  of  the  war, 
would,  in  any  fuppofition  of  a  rife 
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in  the  funds,  always  be  redeemed 
very  confiderably  v/ithin  forty-five 
years,  from  the  date  of  the  crea¬ 
tion  of  every  fuch  loan.  It  would 
eafily  be  feen,  that  the  refill t  would, 
in  any  cafe,  be  that  of  a  full  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  provifions  of  the 
a 61  of  1792.  Thus  would  parlia¬ 
ment  be  enabled  to  afford  eafe  to 
the  public,  and  relief  from  taxation 
in  conformity  to  the  principle  of 
the  ail  1786,  without  violating  in 
the  fragile  11  degree  the  principles 
of  the  ails  of  1792  and  1802,  or 
trenching  upon  any  right  or  intereft 
enjoyed  by  the  public  creditor. 
It  remained  now  to  fhow  what 
would  be  the  periods,  at  which 
thefe  arrangements  would  come  in 
aid  of  the  means  of  defraying  the 
public  expenditure,  during  the 
third  epoch  of  ten  years,  if  the 
warfhould  fo  long  continue.  The 
provifion  made  for  the  fir  ft  and 
fecond  epochs  was  independent  of 
any  meafure,  refpeiling  the  exceffes 
of  the  prefent  finking  fund.  Thefe 
exceffes  would  not,  according  to 
this  plan,  become  available  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  prefent  debt,  till  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1817.  In 
,  rcfpe6l  to  the  debt  created  by  the 
new  fupplementary  loans,  their  ex¬ 
ceffes  would  not  be  available,  un¬ 
til  their  finking  fund  of  one  per 
cent,  on  the  nominal  capital  fhould 
hare  accumulated  to  an  amount, 
equal  to  the  intereft  of  fuch  part  of 
thofe  loans  as  fhould  then  be  unre¬ 
deemed.  The  whole  finking  fund 
created  for  the  debt,  charged  on 
the  war  taxes,  mu  ft  of  courfe  dur¬ 
ing  the  war  be  applied  invariably 
to  the  redemption  of  that  debt,  in 
order  to  effect  its  extin6lion,  with¬ 
in  the  fourteen  years  as  before  ex¬ 
plained,  and  to  fet  free  fuch  por¬ 
tions  of  thefe  taxes  as  mull  be  ap¬ 


plied  to  the  charge  of  frefn  loans  t<j 
be  raifed  in  the  fame  manner,  fo 
long  as  the  war  fhould  continue. 
No  exceffes  of  the  war  finking 
fund  could,  therefore,  be  available 
during  the  war,  but  on  the  return 
of  peace,  there  could  be  no  objec¬ 
tion  to  confolidatingthe  war  finking 
fund  with  the  finking  fund  of  the 
prefent  debt,  and  to  leave  at  the 
difpofal  of  parliament  the  exceffes 
of  fuch  finking  fund  fo  confoli- 
dated,  above  the  intereft  of  the 
war  debt  and  of  the  prefent  debt, 
which  would  in  like  manner  be 
confolidated  for  this  purpofe.  Thefe 
diftindions  between  prefent  debt, 
war  debt,  and  fupplementary  debt, 
were  however  meant  to  be  pre- 
ferved  only,  by  keeping  feparate 
accounts  of  the  payments  made 
from  each  of  the  finking  funds  ; 
in  order  that  the  operation  of  the 
plan  might  diftinftly  appear.  But 
it  was  intended,  that  in  pra£lice  the 
whole  of  the  prefent  debt  fhould  be 
confidered,  as  forming  one  general 
mafs  of  debt  with  the  future  war 
debts,  and  the  fupplementary  debts 
as  they  were  fucceffively  incurred  ; 
and  that  the  different  finking  funds 
fhould  be  applied,  by  the  com- 
mifiloners  for  the  redu6lion  of  the 
national  debt,  indifcriminately  to 
the  purchafe  of  any  parts  of 
thefe  debts.  From  what  had  been 
faid,  it  would  eafily  t>e  feen  that 
this  plan  would  effedlually  provide 
for  the  expenditure,  during  the 
whole  feries  ©f  ten  years.  He  had 
already  mentioned,  that  with  ref- 
pe6t  to  the  prefent  debt,  tlje  excefs 
of  finking  fund  above  the  intereft 
calculated  on  the  prefent  prices  of 
flocks  would  become  available  in 
the  year  1817  ;  but  the  whole  of 
thefe  exceffes  would  not  on  that 
calculation  be  wanted  for  the  pur- 
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pofe  of  carrying  on  this  plan,  even 
fuppofing  the  continuance  of  the 
war  for  the  whole  of  the  fecond  fe- 
ries.  A  part  only  need  on  that 
fuppofition  be  taken  in  each  year, 
and  the  remainder  would  be  carried, 
as  at  prefent,  in  aid  of  the  accumu¬ 
lation  of  the  finking  fund.  i  he  • 
refult  of  this  operation  for  the  ten 
years  v/ould  be  (fuppofing  the  war 
to  continue  fo  long)  that  no  new 
taxes  whatever  would  be  required 
in  the  whole  of  that  period.  It 
appeared  hardly  neceflary  to  carry 
the  calculation  beyond  the  fuppofi¬ 
tion  of  twenty  years  continuance 
of  the  war.  But  to  any  one  who 
cenfidered  the  effeft  which  muft  be 
produced  on  our  finances,  by  the  in¬ 
termediate  operations  here  defcrib- 
ed,  and  by  the  proportion  which 
the  finking  fund  would  then  bear 
to  the  unredeemed  debt,  it  mud 
be  obvious  that  after  that  time  no 
confiderable  financial  difficulty  was 
likely  to  arife.  His  lordfhip  then 
explained  the  mode  by  which  the 
property  tax  was  to  be  releafed  at 
the  expiration  of  the  term  for 
which  it  was  already  pledged, 
which  was  at  the  end  of  fix  months 
from  the  ratification  of  a  definitive 
treaty  of  peace.  He  had  fhown 
that  the  amount  of  the  war  taxes 
pledged  in  the  next  feven  years 
would  be  9,800,000/.  a  fum  which 
it  might  reafonably  be  expeded 
the  war  duties  of  excife  and  cub 
toms  would  be  fufficient  to  fupply. 
Should  peace  therefore  take  place 
in  the  courfe  of  feven  years  from 
the  prefent  time,  no  pait  of  the 
property  tax  would  then  have  been 
pledged.  Should  peace  occur  at 
the  end  of  the  feventh  or  tenth 
year,  viz.  between  January  1814 
and  January  1817,  part  of  the 
property  tax  would  have  been  ap® 
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plied  to  the  purpofes  of  this  plan, 
but  it  might  be  releafed  immediate¬ 
ly  on  the  conclufion  of  peace,  by 
extending  that  principle  to  the  ex- 
ceffes  of  the  finking  fund  of  the 
war  debt,  which  he  had  Hated  it 
was  intended  to  apply  to  the  ex* 
cedes  of  the  prefent  finking  fund. 
In  1817  the  excelfes  of  the  prefent 
finking  fund  would  begin  to  arife, 
and  when  combined  with  the  ex- 
cefifes  of  the  finking  fund  of  the 
war  debt,  would  be  amply  fufficient 
to  redeem,  on  the  return  of  peace, 
any  part  of  the  property  tax  that 
might  have  been  pledged.  This 
was  the  plan ;  but  he  wifhed  moft 
particularly  to  imprefs  on  the  minds 
of  the  committee,  that  in  the  fyf- 
tem  which  he  had  fubmitled,  he 
undertook  to  provide  only  for  an 
expenditure  of  32,000,000/. ;  and 
fhould  any  further  charge  arife, 
that  charge  muft  under  this,  as 
well  as  under  any  other  fyftem  of 
finance,  be  produdive  of  additional 
burthens.  His  lordfhip  then  moved 
eleven  refolutions  on  the  fubjed* 
which  will  be  found  in  another  part 
of  this  volume. 

It  was  agreed  to  poftpone  the 
debate  on  this  meafure,  until  the 
refolutions  were  printed,  and  the 
tables  illuftrative  of  the  different 
forms  and  modes,  in  which  the 
fyftem  would  operate,  were  laid  on 
the  table  of  the  houfe ;  but  Mr, 
Rofe  fuggefted  that  the  annuities, 
which  the  noble  lord  had  men® 
tioned  as  one  of  the  means  for  car¬ 
rying  the  plan  propofed  into  effed, 
had  been  already  adually  applied 
by  law  to  the  finking  fund.  Lord 
Henry  Petty  correded  the  right  ho® 
nourable  gentleman,  by  dating  that 
it  was  true  in  1786  they  had  been 
fo  applied  ;  but  in  1 802  they  had 
again  been  detached,  Mr,  John* 
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Hone  obferved  that  all  the  noble 
lord’s  conclufions  proceeded  on  the 
flipped t ion,  that  the  annual  expendi¬ 
ture  of  the  country  would  not  ex¬ 
ceed  32,000,000k  What  had  been 
the  confequence  of  a  firnilar  hope 
held  out  at  the  beginning  of  the 
war ;  namely,  that  the  war  could 
be  carried  on  without  any  increafe 
of  debt  by  the  operation  of  the 
finking  fund  ?  The  refult  had  been 
that  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  war 
our  debt  had  increafed  50  millions 
on  account  of  England,  and  17 
millions  on  account  of  Ireland. 
Mr.  Hiley  Addington  fet  Mr. 
Johnftone  right,  by  remarking  that 
his  noble  relation  had  only  faid, 
that  fuppofing  the  expenditure  not 
to  exceed  26  millions,  the  war 
might  be  carried  on  without  aug- 
menting  the  taxes. 

Lord  Archibald  Hamilton  had 
called  the  attention  of  the  houfe 
to  the  improper  conduft  of  Mr. 
Davifon  in  furnifhing  the  barrack 
department  with  certain  articles, 
as  ftaied  in  the  third  report  of  the 
commiffioners  of  military  enquiry. 
The  principal  point  of  accufation 
again  ft  Mr.  Davifon  arofe  out  of 
the  enormous  profit  which  he  had, 
by  various  incorrect  means  and 
collufwecertificat.es,  contrived  to 
make  in  the  fupply  of  coals.  His 
lordlhip  had  moved,  for  the  purpofe 
of  comparifon,  that  there  fhould  be 
laid  before  the  houfe  a  return  of 
the  barrack  fupplies  furnifhed  by 
this  perfon,  during  the  whole  of 
the  laft  year  he  was  fo  employed, 
fpecifying  the  articles  furnifhed, 
their  quality  and  price  ;  the  bar* 
racks  to  which  they  were  deliver¬ 
ed,  and  their  total  amount  ;  as 
well  as  a  fimilar  return  of  the  bar. 
rack  fupplies  furnifhed  by  the  com. 
mifiary- general  of  the  barrack 


department,  during  the  whole  firft 
year  of  his  engagement.  This 
motion  was  agreed  to,  and  on  the 
2d  of  February,  bis  lordlhip  ap- 
prifed  the  houfe,  that  he  had  in¬ 
tended  to  move  that  the  attorney- 
general  be  inftrudled  to  take  the 
neceffarv  meafures  to  afeertain  and 
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fecure,  by  due  courfe  of  law,  fuch 
fums  as  fhould  appear  to  be  due  to 
the  public  from  Mr*  Davifon 
becaufe  he  confidered  it  more  de« 
firable  for  the  houfe  to  infti- 
tute  fome  procefs  againft  Mr.  Da¬ 
vifon,  than  that  it  fhould  be  done 
by  the  treafury.  Indeed,  he  faid, 
he  had  not  yet  wholly  relinquifhed 
that  opinion,  though  certainly,  by 
the  communications  with  his  noble 
friend  (lord  Henry  Petty),  it  had 
been  very  much  weakened. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  flattered  himfelf,  that  lord 
Archibald  Hamilton  would  not 
repent  the  fair  and  candid  manner, 
in  which  he  had  confented  to 
withdraw  his  motion.  No  delay 
had  taken  place  in  the  fteps,  which 
the  treafury  had  thought  it  a  duty 
to  purfue ;  and  it  would,  under 
thefe  circumflances,  be  an  imputa¬ 
tion  that  minifters  had  not  ufed 
proper  activity,  if  the  houfe  fhould 
take  thebufinefs  out  of  their  hands, 
and  inftitute  fteps  of  its  own.  The 
commiffioners  of  the  barrack  ac¬ 
counts  had  very  properly  commu¬ 
nicated  to  the  lords  of  the  treafury 
their  opinion,  that  it  was  very 
necefiary  Mr.  Davifon  fhould  pro¬ 
duce  his  cafh  account  with  the  bar* 
rack.mafter-general.  The  lords 
had  in  confequence  directed  the 
commiffioners  to  call  for  this  ac¬ 
count.  The  requifition  had  been 
evaded  by  Mr.  Davifon,  who  faid 
that  as  his  cafti  account  was  mixed 
with  his  other  accounts^  it  was  im- 
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poflible  he  could  give  a  clear  view 
of  it.  The  refult  was,  that  the 
lords  of  the  treafury  had  ordered 
the  third  report  of  the  commiffio- 
ners  of  military  enquiry,  and  the 
correfoondence  alluded  to,  to  be  laid 
beforlf  the  attorney  and  folicitor 
general  for  their  opinion  what 
ought  to  be  done ;  and  they  had 
recommended,  as  the  more  fpeedy 
mode  of  proceeding,  that  a  bill 
fhould  be  palfed  by  parliament, 
enabling  the  commiffioners  of  bar¬ 
rack  accounts  to  call  on  Mr.  Da- 
vifon  to  produce  his  books ;  ra¬ 
ther  than  inftiiute  procefs  to  that 
effcdl  in  the  exchequer.  His  lord- 
fnip  could  not  at  prefent  fay,  whe¬ 
ther  there wasany evidence  tofound 
a  criminal  action;  but  if  there  fhould 
be  any,  the  attorney  and  folicitor- 
general  would  be  inflrufled  by  the 
treafury  to  bring  one.  The  at¬ 
torney-general  then  moved  for 
leave  o  bring  in  a  bill  to  inveft  the 
commiuioners  for  enquiring  into 
barrack  accounts  with  the  fame 
powers  to  examine  perfons  on  oath, 
as  the  commiffioners  of  army  ex¬ 
penditure  had. 

An  attempt  was  made  by  Mr. 
Rofe  on  the  5* th  of  February,  to 
take  ihis  affair  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  treafury,  in  order  that  it  might 
be  conducted  by  thehoufe;  but, 
on  the  fuggeftion  of  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  that  it  would  be 
inexpedient,  and  that  fuch  a  mode 
of  proceeding  would  convey  in¬ 
formation  to  the  defendant  of  the 
ftrong  and  weak  parts  of  the  evi¬ 
dence  againft  him,  whereby  he 
might  be  able  to  fruftrate  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  the  profecution,  and  on 
the  perfeCt  agreement  on  this  point 
exprelled  by  Mr.  Perceval,  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  with¬ 
drew  his  motion. 
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The  fubjeCt  of  fmecurc  places 
and  penfions  wras  brought  forward 
on  the  10th  by  Mr.  Biddulph.  He 
obferved,  that  the  fir  ft  thing  which 
ltruck  the  public  mind  as  demand¬ 
ing  retrenchment  was,  the  immenfe 
emolument  enjoyed  by  fome  indi¬ 
viduals  in  the  department  of  the 
exchequer,  which  he  infilled  was 
capable  of  reduction.  He  then  ad¬ 
verted  to  the  courts  of  juftice. 
In  the  reports  of  the  committee  of 
finance,  he  laid,  that  finecure  of¬ 
fices  to  the  amount  of  26,500k 
were  pointed  out  as  admitting  of  a 
total  aboJilhment.  Lord  Hale  had 
juftly  remarked,  concerning  offices 
executed  by  deputy,  that  if  they 
were  unneceffary,  they  ought  to  be 
difeontinued ;  and  if  neceffary, 
they  fnould  be  performed  at  the 
charge,  which  was  found  fufficient 
for  the  deputy.  The  powers  he 
propofed  to  give  to  a  committee  of 
enquiry  into  this  topic  were  the 
fame,  as  thofe  granted  to  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  1797.  The  penfion  lilt 
was  not  referred  to  at  that  time  ; 
neither  would  he  have  it  exprefsly 
referred  to  now  ;  but  his  motion 
would  be  framed  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  attend  to  that  branch  of  ex¬ 
penditure,  as  well  as  every  other. 
The  motion  was,  “  that  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  confider  what  fav- 
ing  might  be  made  by  the  reduc. 
tion  of  ufelefs  places,  finecure  of¬ 
fices,  exorbitant  fees,  and  every 
other  retrenchment  that  could  be 
made  in  the  expenditure  of  the 
public  money.5* 

Lord  Henry  Petty  was  happy 
that  there  was  a  perfeCl  coincidence 
in  this  bufinefs,  between  the  ho¬ 
nourable  mover  and  his  rr.ajefty’s 
minifters ;  for  every  body  mull 
concur,  that  there  ought  to  be  the 
ilri&eft  economy  in  the  manage¬ 
ment 
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ment  of  the  public  money.  There 
was  however  another  point  to  be 
considered.  In  every  country 
there  ought  to  be  rewards  for  fer- 
vices  performed.  The  only  point 
then  to  be  attended  to  was,  how 
far  thefe  rewards  exided  in  the 
manner  they  ought  to  do ;  for 
though  places  ought  to  exift  for 
the  purpofes  he  had  mentioned,  yet 
it  was  right  that  they  (hould  be 
limited  and  confined  to  their  pro¬ 
per  ohjeft,  and  not  run  to  excefs 
through  abufe  or  negledl.  That 
fuch  exceffes  formerly  exifted,  he 
was  perfectly  aware,  but  he  re¬ 
minded  the  houfe,  that  in  a  courfe 
of  twenty  years,  it  had  been  a 
eonflant  objefl  to  reduce  and  con¬ 
fine  fuch  places  within  proper  li¬ 
mits.  He  was  therefore  difpofed 
not  to  count  much  upon  any  reduc¬ 
tion  that  could  now  be  made  in 
finecure  places  and  penfions,  if  it 
was  determined  not  to  diminifh 
them  below  what  the  public  dig¬ 
nity  and  fervice  required.  What 
had  been  the  reful t  of  all  the  en¬ 
quiries  on  this  fubjeft  ?  He  might 
hate  generally,  firft  that  all  fine- 
cure  places  in  the  cufiomshad  been 
aholifhed.  Such  alfo  had  been  the 
cafe  with  regard  to  the  excife.  As 
to  the  great  offices  of  ftate,  fome 
had  been  done  away,  a  certain 
chamberlainfhip  in  the  exchequer, 
and  all  the  offices,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  a  very  few,  had  been  re¬ 
gulated  by  commutations  being 
agreed  upon  inftead  of  fees,  which 
were  liable  to  a  perpetual  increafe 
from  an  augmented  expenditure. 
The  profits  of  the  tellers  and  audi¬ 
tors  were  thus  limited.  One  fine- 
cure  office  in  the  cuftoms,  that  of 
colle&or  out  wards, belonging  by  pa¬ 
tent  to  the  duke  of  Mancheiter,  had 
been  refexved.  The  fad  was;  that 
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finecure  places  to  a  certain  num¬ 
ber  were  neceiiary  to  be  retained,, 
in  order  to  reward  thofe  who  had 
given  their  time,  induftry,  and  ta¬ 
lents  to  the  public  fervice,  in  polls 
that  did  not  yield  an  adequat :  re¬ 
muneration,  and  to  afford  tfc  m  a 
fupport  in  their  retirement.  There 
were  two  principal  offices  granted 
in  reverfi on.  One  was  that  of  regif- 
ter  of  the  admiralty  court,  grant¬ 
ed  to  lord  Arden  with  reverfion  to 
a  member  of  that  houfe  (Mr  Per¬ 
ceval)  ;  the  other  was  that  of 
clerk  of  the  parliament,  held  by 
a  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Rofe)  over  the  way;  but  when 
thefe  reverfons  were  expired,  he 
hoped  that  rneafures  would  be 
taken  to  regulate  thefe  departments 
alfo.  It  was  true  that  there  were 
a  great  number  of  law  offices,  but 
thefe  being  perquifi tes  of  the  lord 
chancellor  and  lords  chief  juftices, 
they  ought  not  to  be  deprived  of 
the.  patronage  and  the  means  of 
providing  for  their  families,  with¬ 
out  a  material  increafe  of  their  Sa¬ 
laries.  A  great  deal  had  been 
done  in  England,  but  in  Ireland, 
he  admitted,  that  much  remained  to 
be  accomplifhed.  A  commiffion 
was  now  adlually  f  ting  in  Dublin 
to  enquire  into  the  mode  of  collect¬ 
ing  the  revenue  of  that  country, 
its  reports  were  on  the  table  of 
the  houfe  ;  and  it  would  be  feen, 
with  fatisfadion,  that  his  right 
honourable  friend  (fir  John  New¬ 
port)  had  brought  in  a  bill  to  abo^ 
lifh  nolefs  than  thirty-eight  offices, 
in  purfuance  of  the  recommenda¬ 
tions  in  thefe  reports.  His  lord- 
Ihip  faid,  that  no  offices  had  been 
granted  in  reverfion,  neither  would 
any  be  fo  given,  by  the  prefent 
minifters.  Little  therefore  re¬ 
mained  to  be  done,  except  as  to  the 
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courts  of  law,  the  offices  of  which 
formed  the  fubjed  of  the  27th  re¬ 
port,  He  was  not  aware  that  any 
fmecures  of  this  description  had 
been  created,  fmce  that  report  was 
made  ;  but  that  other  more  loofe 
abufes  had  taken  place,  he  was  not 
prepared  to  deny ;  all  then  that 
government  could  do  was,  to  ufe 
every  effort  to  prevent  the  growth 
of  fuch  abufes.  But  though  little 
remained  to  be  effected,  yet  he 
thought  that  little  ought  to  be  ac- 
complifhed.  He  was  of  opinion 
that,  with  a  flight  alteration  in  the 
words,  the  motion  defer ved  the 
thanks  of  the  houfe ;  and  that  a 
committee  Ihould  be  appointed  to 
finifh  abufmefs  in  which  fuch  great 
progrefs  had  been  made. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  approved  the 
principle  avowed  in  the  noble  lord’s 
fpeech,  as  far  as  regarded  public 
economy  ;  but  he  wifhed  that  fine- 
cures  fhould  be  retained,  in  order 
that  they  might  be  given  to  thofe, 
who  had  given  up  the  moft  lucra¬ 
tive  profeffions  for  exertions  in 
public  fervice.  Talents  devoted 
to  the  Hate,  he  declared,  were  by 
no  means  fo  well  rewarded  in  a  pe¬ 
cuniary  way,  as  they  were  in  the 
three  liberal  profeffions  of  the 
church,  medicine,  or  the  bar. 
Therefore  men,  who  had  given  up 
their  time  to  the  welfare  of  the 
country,  were  entitled  to  the  li¬ 
beral  confideration  of  parliament. 
Men  who  had  long  occupied,  and 


ably  aded  in,  the  high  offices  of 
Hate  fhould  not  be  allowed  to  fall 
from  the  connexions  and  rank,  to 
which  they  had  been  accuftomed, 
in  eonfequeuce  of  the  parlimony  of 
thofe  whom  they  had  ferved.  The 
honourable  gentleman  concluded 
his  fpeech  with  a  panegyric  on 
Mr.  Fitt,  who  had  abobfhed  be¬ 
tween  thirty  and  forty  places  in 
the  cufloms  and  excife,  in  purfu- 
ance  of  his  general  refolution  to 
maintain  a  Arid  economy,  without 
even  informing  the  world  of  his 
meritorious  condud. 

Mr.  Calvert  hoped  that,  at  all 
events,  the  noble  lord  and  his  col¬ 
leagues  would  prevent  the  pledging 
and  mortgaging  of  thofe  finecure 
places,  which  was  a  fjffiem  that  had 
long  been  pradifed  without  ref- 
traint.  The  amended  motion  was 
then  carried  to  the  fubfequent  ef- 
fed.  “  That  a  feled  committee  be 
appointed  to  examine  and  confider 
what  regulations  and  checks  have 
been  edablifhed,  in  order  to  con- 
troul  the  feveral  branches  of  the 
public  expenditure  in  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  Ireland,  and  how  far  the 
fame  have  been  effedual ;  and  what 
further  meafures  can  be  adopted  for 
reducing  any  part  of  the  faid  ex¬ 
penditure,  or  diminifhing  the  a- 
mount  of  falaries  and  emoluments, 
without  detriment  to  the  public 
fervice  ;  and  that  they  do  report 
the  fame,  with  their  obfervations 
thereupoa,  to  the  houfe.7* 
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ON  the  1 2th  of  February,  lord 
Caftlereagh  tendered  another 
plan  of  finance  to  the  confideration 
©t  the  houfe,  and  explained  what  he 
conceived  to  be  a  fallacy,  in  that 
produced  by  lord  Henry  Petty. 
He  firft  fiated  that  he  agreed  with 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  in 
many  parts  of  his  fyftcm,  particu¬ 
larly  that  a  maximum  might  be 
put  to  the  finking  fund  in  time 
of  peace,  and  that  even  in  war 
it  might  be  proper  at  fome  period  to 
limit  it,  and  apply  the  furplus  to 
prevent  war  taxes  from  being 
pufhed  to  an  extremity.  He  was 
not  actuated  by  any  with  to  differ 
from  the  noble  lord,  but  by  a  fear 
that  the  fuperftrudure,  which  his 
fyftem  went  to  rear,  was  not  built 
upon  any  folid  foundation.  Any 
one,  who  looked  to  fuch  an  ex¬ 
tended  fyftem  of  warfare  as  the 
prefen  t,  mu  ft  be  convinced  that  it 
would  be  unwife  not  to  prepare 
ourfelves  to  follow  it  to  an  inde¬ 
finite  length.  He  was  not  dif- 
pleafed,  that  the  noble  lord  had 
thought  it  right  to  calculate  what 
means  the  country  pofifeffed  to 


enable  her  to  maintain  the  war, 
as  long  as  the  ambition  of  her  ene¬ 
mies  might  render  it  neceffary ; 
but  it  was  impoffible  that  parlia¬ 
ment  could  now  provide  for  occa- 
fions  fo  diftant,  and  events  fo  un¬ 
certain,  without  involving  itfelf  in 
infinite  contradictions  and  emhar- 
raffments.  Pie  thought  it  too  much 
to  calculate,  that  we  could  hold 
out  for  twenty  years  on  an  expen¬ 
diture  of  thirty-two  millions.  He 
was  certain,  that  the  policy  of  the 
noble  lord  was  too  liberal  to  fe- 
parate  England  from  the  reft  of  the 
world,  and  yet  he  had  left  out  of 
his  plan  all  charges  for  fubfidies  to 
foreign  powers,  which  on  an  ave¬ 
rage  amounted  to  3,700,000  /. 
With  refped  to  the  appropriation 
of  the  finking  fund,  he  would  not 
queftion  the  fad,  that  the  fund 
would  afford  in  1826  a  furplus  ap- 
licable  as  the  noble  lord  had  ftated  ; 
but  it  was  equally  clear,  that  it 
would  be  applicable  to  any  other 
fyftera,  as  weH  as  the  noble 
lord’s.  However  excellent  the 
noble  lord’s  plan  might  appear  on 
the  firft  ftatemejnt  of  it,  and  what¬ 
ever 
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ever  hopes  it  might  holdout  to  the 
country,  the  probability  was,  that 
the  houfe  would  be  expofed  in  fu¬ 
ture  years  to  the  mortification  of 
departing  from  it.  After  many 
remarks  on  the  manner  and  efie&s 
of  railing  loans,  he  obferved  that  at 
the  end  of  fourteen  years,  under  the 
prefent  fyftem,  the  war  taxes  would 
be  completely  abforbed  ;  whereas 
under  the  old  plan,  without  inter¬ 
fering  with  the  war  taxes,  the 
fame  effed  might  be  produced  j  but 
when  the  period  fnould  arrive  that 
the  war  taxes  were  entirely  ab¬ 
forbed  in  paying  the  intereft  of  the 
war  loans  and  fupplementary  loans, 
the  country  mull  be  reduced  to  the 
greateft  diftrefs  ;  for  it  would  be 
neceftary  to  raife  the  whole  fum  of 
thirty-two  millions  in  the  year  by 
loan.  This  would  be  an  operation 
that  would  be  likely  to  ruin  the 
money  fyftem  of  the  country  as 
totally,  as  if  the  linking  fund  were 
allowed  to  accumulate  beyond  its 
proper  limits.  His  Lordfhip  then 
entered  into  a  comparative  ftate- 
ment  of  the  debts,  that  would  be 
created  by  the  different  plans,  as 
conne&ed  with  the  increafe  of  the 
linking  fund  ;  and  contended  that  if 
loans  were  contrafted  dire&ly  in  the 
proportion  of  the  fums  calculated 
as  necelfary  at  the  different  periods 
of  the  war,  they  would  in  twenty 
years  only  charge  the  nation  with 
270  millions,  if  the  money  were 
raifed  in  the  ordinary  way  ;  but 
the  new  proportion  would  burthen 
the  country  with  475  millions  ; 
and  although  the  debt  was  in- 
creafed  by  the  noble  lord's  plan  to 
1  ^millions  in  twenty  years,  yetthe 
finking  fund,  fo  far  from  being  aug¬ 
mented,  would  be  diminilhed  by 
the  fum  of  644,000/.  annnally  at 
she  end  of  that  time.  Under  the. 


former  fyftem,  it  would  bear  to  the 
debt  the  ratio  of  a  tenth  ;  whereas, 
by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer's 
mode,  it  would  only  be  that  of  a 
feventeenth.  His  lordfhip  con¬ 
tinued  much  at  length  in  his  com¬ 
parative  ftatement,  to  fhow  the 
fuperiority  of  the  old  fyftem  over 
that  introduced,  and  concluded  by 
moving  his  refolutions,  in  which 
the  plan  he  recommended  was  un¬ 
folded.  They  are  however  too 
long  to  be  inferred  in  this  place; 
and  will  be  found  in  another  parr 
of  the  work. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  replied,  that 
the  great  objedhion  of  the  noble 
lord  to  the  propofed  mode  of  fi¬ 
nance  appeared  to  be,  that  it  went 
to  legiflate  for  the  future  ;  he 
therefore  begged  leave  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  houfe  to  this  fact, 
that,  neither  he  with  his  feeble 
powers,  nor  thofe  who  were  much 
wifer  than  himfelf,  had  ever  the 
prefumption  toftate  that  they  could 
anticipate  the  future,  or  prepare 
any  plan  which  would  cover  all 
the  exigencies  of  a  war  for  twenty 
years  without  any  charge.  He 
had  only  to  requeft  the  houfe  and 
the  country,  that  they  would  re¬ 
ceive  his  proposition  fuch  as  it  was, 
and  as  it  was  candidly  profeffed  to 
be,  and  not  to  4ook  upon  him  as 
refponfible'  for  any  alteration  that 
might  take  place.  He  could  not 
but  remark  that  in  the  plan,  that 
had  been  fubmitted  by  the  noble 
lord,  he  had  availed  himfelf  of 
what  had  never  been  laid  down  by 
him,  as  a  ftngle  or  feparate  princi¬ 
ple.  The  noble  lord  had  taken 
advantage  of  the  excefs  of  the 
finking  fund,  without  adverting  to 
the  concurrent  means  of  adding  to 
that  fund,  which  was  a  leading 
feature  in  his  fyftem*  He  had 
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himfelf  propofed  to  equal ife  the 
operation  of  the  fund,  by  adding  to 
it  now  with  a  view  to  take  from  it 
hereafter  ;  but  the  noble  lord  had 
taken  all  the  beneficial  refult,  and 
left  out  the  operating  caufe. 

On  the  ibththe  houfe  refolved 
itfelf  into  a  committee  to  confider 
further  of  the  finances  of  the  coun¬ 
try  ;  in  which  Mr.  Long  objeded 
to  lord  Henry  Petty's  refolutions. 
He  faid,  he  faw  no  impropriety  in 
borrowing  from  the  war  taxes  to  a 
certain  extent  ;  but  he  muft  op- 
pofe  pledging  the  whole  of  them, 
independently  of  the  property  tax, 
and  at  laft  the  property  tax  alfo. 
The  noble  lord  ought  to  borrow 
only  on  fuch,  as  might  be  fuppofed 
to  yield  their  fulleft  amount  in  time 
of  peace.  He  might  continue  the 
war  for  five  years,  by  borrowing 
on  this  portion  of  the  war  taxes. 
Eleven  or  even  thirteen  millions 
might  be  thus  annually  raifed. 
He  thought  the  war  taxes  ought 
not  to  be  pledged  to  a  greater 
amount,  as  it  was  contrary  to  the 
policy  of  the  country.  The  con¬ 
voy  tax,  for  inftance,  could  not 
properly  continue  beyond  the  dura¬ 
tion  of  the  war.  The  duties  on 
tea  and  fpirits  too  would  certainly 
be  diminifhed  in  peace.  The  no¬ 
ble  lord  fhould  alfo  recoiled;  the 
furious  antipathy  to  the  property 
tax,  which  was  branded  with  the 
term  confifcation.  Mr.  Long  then 
ftated  his  objedions  to  the  accu¬ 
mulation  of  the  finking  fund,  and 
providing  for  the  loans  at  5  per 
cent,  inftead  of  one  percent,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  old  plan  ;  as  it  afforded 
an  undue  advantage  to  the  ftock- 
holder,  at  the  expence  of  the 
public. 

Mr.  Tierney  contended,  that  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer’s  plan 


merely  held  out  what  might  be 
done  in  twenty  years,  certain  data 
being  allowed.  It  did  nothing 
whatever  to  tie  up  the  hands  of  the 
houfe,  or  prevent  them  from  adopt¬ 
ing  fuch  alterations  as  circum- 
fiances  might  render  expedient. 
As  to  the  permanent  taxes,  he 
agreed  that  fome  of  them  might 
fail  fhort  of  their  prefent  amount, 
but  this  was  no  objedion  whatever, 
unlefs  the  plan  cut  off  the  power 
and  the  means  of  impofing  taxes 
hereafter.  He  agreed  that  the 
finking  fund  was  not  originally 
intended  folely  for  the  benefit  of 
the  ftockholder ;  the  advantage 
was  given  to  the  ftockholder,  but 
the  fund  was  principally  meant  for 
the  benefit  of  the  public.  The 
noble  lord  had  chofen  a  proper  me¬ 
dium  by  his  plan.  He  had  given 
the  ftockholder  the  benefit  of  the 
5  per  cent,  inftead  of  one  per  cent, 
at  prefent,  with  a  view  to  the  great 
loans,  which  might  be  neceft'ary 
afterwards ;  fo  that  the  whole  was 
for  the  advantage  of  the  country, 
which  was  the  great  objed  of  the 
finking  fund. 

Mr.  Rofe  affirmed,  that  inftead 
of  following  up  the  principle  efta- 
blifhed  and  aded  upon  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
of  increafing  the  finking  fund  and 
diminifhing  the  debt,  it  was  pro¬ 
pofed  to  adopt  one,  which,  in  the 
courfe  of  its  operation,  would  have 
the  effed  of  diminifhing  that  fund, 
and  increafing  the  capital  of  the 
debt  to  an  immenfe  extent.  The 
noble  lord  feemed  to  have  fallen 
into  three  confiderable  errors;  and 
to  have  given  no  weight  whatever 
to  the  important  point, — wha£ 
provifion  it  might  be  necefiary  to 
make  for  a  peace  eftablifhment. 
He  alluded,  firft,  to  the  affumption 
that  each  loan  would  be  paid  off 
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In  fourteen  years ;  fecondly,  that 
the  war  taxes  would  be  fufficiently 
productive  in  peace  to  do  what 
was  required  of  them  ;  and  thirdly, 
that  our  war  expenfes  would  be 
kept  fo  low  as  32,000,000!.  As 
to  the  fir!!,  the  noble  lord  pro¬ 
ceeded  on  the  expectation,  that  the 
three  percents,  would  beftationary 
at  6oi.  without  confidering  that 
the  hums  fo  railed  might,  and  in  all 
probability  would,  be  paid  off  at 
Sol.  90I.  or  at  par.  There  was 
no  doubt,  that  the  redemption  of 
the  debt  was  much  more  likely  to 
be  retarded  by  fuch  rife,  than  it 
was  to  be  accelerated  by  future 
loans  being  made  at  a  lower  rate 
of  intereft,  in  confequence  of  the 
increafed  value  of  the  Hock.  His 
great  diflike,  however,  to  the  fyf- 
tem  was,  that  it  was  totally 
founded  on  the  war  taxes ;  not  one 
of  which,  particularly  the  addi¬ 
tions  on  the  cuftoms  and  excife, 
could  the  government  continue 
with  any  degree  of  advantage  in 
the  time  of  peace ;  becaufe  the 
taxes,  at  their  prefent  rates,  would 
fo  leffen  the  lawful  confumption  of 
mod:  of  the  articles  on  which  they 
were  levied,  as  to  reduce  the  old 
duties  on  the  fame  to  at  leaft  as 
great  an  extent  as  the  amount  of 
the  war  taxes.  Mr.  Rofe  corro¬ 
borated  his  affertions  by  many  ex¬ 
aminations  of  the  products  of  va¬ 
rious  duties  for  feveral  years,  and 
argued,  that  a  moderate  and  rea- 
fonable  allowance  for  unforefeen 
expenfes,  would  unavoidably  in- 
creafe  the  fupplementary  loans,  and 
would  compel  an  impofition  of 
taxes  to  a  confiderably  larger 
amount  than  the  noble  lord  ex¬ 
pected.  If  it  ffiould  be  thought 
expedient  to  decide  now  on  pledg¬ 
ing  a  par  of  the  war  taxes,  let 


gentlemen  weigh  well  in  their 
minds,  whether  it  might  not  be 
defirable  rather  for  parliament  to 
avail  itfelf  of  the  income-tax  to  a 
limited  amount.  Though  he  was 
aware  of  the  unpopularity  of  offer¬ 
ing  fuch  a  fuggeftion,  he  did  not 
fhrink  from  it ;  for  he  fincerely 
believed  that  every  man,  who 
fpent  a  proportionable  part  of  his 
income,  would,  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  pay  lefs  in  that  fhape  than 
by  any  tax  on  confumption.  He 
did  not  wifh,  however,  that  the 
noble  lord  wrould  relinquifh  his 
plan,  nor  even  make  any  change 
in  the  detail  of  it ;  he  befought 
him  only  to  limit  the  experiment 
to  the  prefent  year.  Such  a  re- 
ftriCIion  would  completely  anfwer 
all  his  purpofes,  and  would  afford 
him,  and  his  majefty’s  other  minff- 
ters,  opportunity  to  confider  the 
meafure  more  fully  themfelves  and 
advife  with  others,  as  well  as  to 
the  public  to  underftand  it  better 
than  they  now  did. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  fa  id,  that  if 
he  could  be  brought  to  think  any 
delay  in  this  bufinefs  productive  of 
a  good  effeCt,  or  even  that  it  would 
not  create  material  inconvenience, 
he  Ihould  be  extremely  happy  to 
defer  prefiing  the  houfe  to  come  to 
a  conclulion  on  the  affair.  One  of 
the  principal  merits  of  his  plan  he 
took  to  be,  that  while  it  looked  to 
futurity,  it  did  not  impofe  any  re- 
ItriCtions.  It  was  propofed,  that 
war  taxes  to  the  amount  of 
i,200,oool.  Ihould  be  mortgaged ; 
and  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  conceive, 
how  any  mifchief  could  refult  from 
the  projeC!,  that  could,  for  a  mo¬ 
ment,  weigh  again!!  the  great  ad¬ 
vantage  of  a  year’s  repofe  to  the 
country  from  the  burthens  of  ad¬ 
ditional  taxation.  He  admitted 
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the  difficulty  of  railing  the  war 
taxes  in  the  time  of  peace,  but 
begged  leave  to  proteft  againft  the 
opinion,  that  what  had  been  raifed 
as  neceffary  for  the  war  fiiould  be 
rendered  permanent  in  a  peace  ef- 
tablifhment.  He  demanded  what 
fubftitute  could  be  found  for  the 
prefen  t  plan  ?  How  was  it  poffible 
to  give  the  country  relief  but  by 
mortgaging  the  war  taxes  ?  He 
looked  to  an  improved  revenue  by 
the  prevention  of  fmuggling,  and 
fuffering  the  revenue  officers  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  benefit  of  leisures. 
He  concurred  with  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman,  that  a  fmall 
portion  of  the  property-tax  would 
be  lefs  burthenfome  than  taxes  on 
confumption ;  which,  though  lefs 
immediately  felt,  were  ultimately 
more  onerous  and  lefs  productive, 
as  being  charged  with  a  profit  by 
every  perfon  through  whofe  hands 
articles  paffed  *.  The  propriety 
of  continuing  this  fmall  portion  of 
the  property-tax,  would  be  regu¬ 
lated  by  public  feeling  and  exifting 
circumftances.  As  to  the  objec¬ 
tion  offered  to  his  fyftem,  that  bor¬ 
rowing  money  at  compound  in- 
tereft  was  attended  with  double 
expenfe,  that  was  true;  but  the 
charge  was  more  than  compenfated 
for  by  the  comparative  benefits 
that  would  be  afforded  by  prevent¬ 
ing  the  exhauftion  of  the  country. 
The  noble  lord  then  recapitulated 
all  his  arguments  in  favour  of  his 
propofition,  and  infilled,  that  the 
general  refult  of  his  own  and  lord 
Caftlereagh’s  fyftem  would  be,  that 
by  the  noble  lord’s  plan,  the  amount 
of  the  debt  created,  in  1826,  would 
be  273,560,531b  with  a  ftnk» 

<* 

*  Did  then  his  lordfliip  imagine,  that  the 
in  the  charge  of  the  articles  which  they  fold. 


ing  fund  of  8,960,987b — and  by 
his  own,  the  debt  would  be 
304,884,442b  with  a  finking  fund 
Gf  19,368,006b  fo  that,  with  a 
fmall  increafe  of  the  public  debt, 
thefe  would  be  more  than  double 
the  amount  of  the  finking  fund. 
Amongft  other  advantages  of  his 
fyftem,  it  was  peculiarly  calculated 
to  keep  up  the  price  of  ftocks  and 
keep  down  the  price  of  provifions ; 
or,  at  leaft,  to  prevent  thofe  fluc¬ 
tuations  in  prices,  which  fo  mif- 
chievoufly  tended  to  depreciate  the 
value  of  money. 

Lord  Caftlereagh  contended, 
that  fmall  loans,  with  a  fmall 
finking  fund,  would  be  much 
more  beneficial  to  the  ftock- 
holder  than  large  loans,  with  a  large 
finking  fund.  The  noble  lord 
had  that  night,  in  exprefs  terms, 
admitted,  that  his  fyftem  was 
founded  upon  a  principle  of  railing 
money  upon  compound  intereft, 
though,  as  he  contended,  for  a 
compound  benefit;  but  he  hacfila 
doubt,  that  upon  reflexion,  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  would 
perceive  how  unwife  a  principle 
that  was.  He  cautioned  the  noble 
lord  againft  the  effeft  of  fuch  a 
ftatenient  going  forth  to  Europe. 
He  wifned  him  to  recollect,  that 
there  were  good  calculators  on  the 
continent,  and  particularly  in  that 
part  of  it  with  which  we  were  now 
at  ifi’ue ;  they  would  not  fail  to 
difeover  the  fallacy  of  a  fyfterrl 
built  upon  fo  bad  a  foundation,  and 
which  mult  inevitably  lead  t<? 
bankruptcy.  There  was  only  one 
authority  on  which  the  noble  lord 
could  juftify  fuch  a  plan.  There 
was  but  one  perfon,  who,  as  a  pub- 

capitalift  and  tradefman  made  no  increafe 
in  eonfequence  of  the  property-tax ! 
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lie  man,  declared  to  a  nation,  that 
he  could  provide  for  the  expenfes 
of  a  war,  and  for  the  intereft  of 
the  debt  incurred  by  loans,  with¬ 
out  taxes,  and  that  was  Mr. 
Necker;  and,  he  trufted,  the  ex¬ 
ample  was  one  which  the  noble  lord 
would  have  no  ambition  to  imi¬ 
tate,  Lord  Caftlereagh  repeated 
all  his  obje&ions  to  the  new  plan 
of  finance,  and  concluded  by  af- 
ferting,  that  his  own  was  fuperior 
in  every  point  of  view.  Mr. 
Giles,  however,  pointed  out  a  fun. 
damental  error  in  lord  Caftle- 
reagh’s  ftatements.  He  faid,  the 
noble  lord  had  propofed  a  loan  of  * 
eleven  millions  for  twenty  years, 
without  ever  mentioning  or  taking 
into  his  confideration,  according 
to  the  calculations  in  his  own  pa¬ 
pers,  the  accumulating  intereft  for 
that  period.  The  fum  borrowed 
would  amount  to  220  millions,  the 
intereft  to  accrue  on  the  different 
fums  fo  borrowed  would  amount 
to  fomething  upwards  of  144  mil¬ 
lions  in  the  whole,  at  the  end  of 
the  time  ftated.  The  noble  lord 
had  calculated  the  intereft  at  the 
fum  of  only  14,656,0001.  This 
immenfe  difference  arofe  from  his 
miftake,  in  not  having  taken  any 
idea  of  the  accumulating  intereft 
along  with  him  as  he  proceeded. 
The  plan  of  his  noble  friend  (lord 
Henry  Petty)  had  alfo  this  ad¬ 
vantage  over  that  of  lord  Caftle¬ 
reagh  ;  that,  at  the  end  of  the 
term  propofed,  it  would  leave  the 
finking-fund  entirely  free  and  un¬ 
fettered. 

Lord  Caftlereagh  infilled  that 
the  error  was  not  his ;  he  had 
taken  the  ftatement  from  the  tables 
C.  F.  and  G.  of  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer’s  plan ;  but  Mr. 
Giles  obferved,  that  was  where 
Vol,  XLIX,  or  Vol.  VII.  New 


the  noble  lord  was  in  drrOr;  he 
only  took  a  view  of  part  of  the 
amount  of  intereft,  whereas,  if  he 
had  looked  into  the  table  L,  he 
would  have  found  that  it  fummed 
up  the  whole. 

After  a  few  obfervations  from 
Mr.  Davies  Giddy,  commendatory 
of  the  plan  under  debate*  the  refo« 
lutions  were  read  and  agreed  to. 

The  fubjeft  was  again  refumed 
on  the  19th,  when  fir  James  PultC* 
ney  afferted,  that  it  was  erroneous 
to  fuppofe  there  was  any  violation 
of  faith  towards  the  ftockholder, 
in  diverting  the  finking-fund.  The 
price  of  flocks  was  higheft  in  1790* 
when  the  three  per  cents,  were  at 
96,  and  at  that  time  there  was 
fcarcely  any  finking-fund ;  the 
price  of  flocks  was  not,  therefore, 
proportioned  to  the  amount  of  the 
finking-fund.  The  quantity  of 
capital  to  be  invefted  in  flock  was 
always  the  beft  fecurity  for  keep- 
ing  up  the  price.  It  was  agreed, 
that  the  accumulation  of  the  fink¬ 
ing-fund  fhould  flop  at  fome  time  $ 
he  thought  it  fhould  flop  now  3 
the  debt  would  thus  be  prevented 
from  accumulating,  and  the  fitua- 
tion  of  the  ftockholder  would  not 
be  impaired. 

Mr.  Henry  Thornton  obje&ed 
equally  to  the  continuance  of  heavy 
taxes,  and  the  immediate  invafiont 
of  the  finking-fund.  On  the  whole, 
he  was  inclined  to  approve  of  lord 
Henry  Petty’s  plan.  He  com¬ 
plained  of  lord  Calllereagh’s  ftate¬ 
ment,  becaufe  he  thought  it  un¬ 
pardonable  to  delude  the  public  by 
reprefenting  the  -charges  of  the 
new  plan  as  burthenfome,  and  to 
exclude  from  view  the  great  ex* 
pence  of  intereft  in  that  of  the 
noble  lord  (Caftlereagh),  That 
noble  lord’s  plan,  for  taking  the 
Series.  [C]  excefles 
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exceffes  of  the  finking-fund,  was 
an  invasion  of  it,  which  called  for 
every  friend  of  that  ufeful  meafure 
to  ftand  forward  in  its  defence. 

IV!  r.  Johnftone  faid,  that  the  de¬ 
bates  on  this  fubjeCt  would  have 
the  effed  of  fh owing  to  the  public, 
that  the  expenditure  of  the  coun¬ 
try  would  not  be  covered  by  the 
fum  calculated  as  neceffary  for  that 
purpofe ;  for  either  Ruffia  was  to 
be  abandoned,  and  peace  on  the 
continent  to  be  the  confequence,  or 
we  mull  advance  fublidies  to  our 
allies.  The  honourable  gentleman 
then  took  a  view  of  the  fubjed 
under  difcuflion,  in  which  he  was 
followed  by  Mr.  Bankes,  Mr. 
Rofe,  Mr.  Corry,  Mr.  Perceval, 
lord  Henry  Petty,  lord  Caftle- 
reagh,  Mr.  Hufkifibn,  Mr.  Van- 
fittart,  and  Mr.  Canning ;  but 
nothing  occurred  in  the  remainder 
of  this  debate  worthy  of  notice, 
and  which  was,  in  fad,  a  mere 
echo  of  former  difquifitions. 

On  the  26th  lord  Caftlereagh 
offered  three  more  refolutions  to 
the  houfe,  belides  thofe  he  had  al¬ 
ready  brought  forward.  The  ob¬ 
ject  of  thefe,  he  faid,  was  to  fnow, 
that  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer’s  plan  would  bear  as  little 
comparifon  with  the  modifications 
of  it,  which  he  himfelf  fuggefted, 
as  with  the  old  fyftem  ;  and  to 
prove,  that  by  the  noble  lord’s 
management  ot  the  finking-fund, 
more  injury  would  accrue  to  the 
Hock-holder  than  by  the  common 
routine,  or  the  plan  which  he  had 
propofed.  Thefe  refolutions  will 
be  found  united  with  the  others, 
which  his  lordlhip  originally  fug- 

3d  of  March  fir  James 
Pudency  exhibited  a  third  plan  on 
finance.  By  his  mode  he'propofed 


to  take  advantage  of  the  war  t-axet 
during  the  war,  and  to  mortgage 
them  only  at  the  end  of  the  war, 
and  then  to  charge  the  war  debt  on 
the  war  taxes.  Thus  there  would, 
he  faid,  be  a  fmaller  amount  of  per. 
manent  debt,  and  a  larger  linking- 
fund  created  than  by  the  new  fyf. 
tem  of  lord  Henry  Petty.  In  this 
cafe  the  fupplementary  loans  would 
not  be  felt  during  the  war,  and  the 
amount  of  the  war  loans  would  be 
but  eleven  millions  annually,  the 
intereft  of  which  he  intended  to 
provide  for,  in  part,  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  finking-fund.  The 
honourable  baronet  concluded  by 
moving  ten  refolutions,  which  the 
hou%  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
the  debate  on  them  was  adjourned 
till  the  1 2  th. 

Parliament  was  diffolved  before 
any  of  thefe  projeds  were  farther 
difcuffed  ;  and  certainly  the  nation 
fuffered  no  lofs  in  fuffering  them  to 
Humber  in  oblivion.  The  futility 
of  attempting  to  legiflate  for  a 
long  feries  of  years  on  matters  of 
finance  mull  be  fo  obvious,  that  it 
would  be  idle  to  point  out  the  in. 
numerable  failures,  to  which  every 
fuch  arrangement  mull  be  liable. 
Political  circumftances  arife  fo  un¬ 
expectedly,  which  demand  an  in- 
creafe,  or  authorife  a  diminution 
of  expenfe,  that  the  labours  of  the 
mod  acute  and  fcientific  fpeculator 
mull  be  rendered  ufelefs.  Expe¬ 
rience  has  abundantly  proved,  that 
though  a  fcheme  may  appear  per. 
fed  in  all  its  parts,  which  may  tally 
with  the  moil  exad  precision  in 
every  feries  of  calculation,  yet  fome 
unlooked  for  event  almoft  always 
occurs,  which  throws  the  whole 
fyftem  into  confufion.  The  ex¬ 
treme  complexnefs  of  the  plan,  to 
which  lord  Henry-  Petty  lent  his 

name 
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name  {for  It  would  be  abfurd  to 
fuppofe  that  he  was  the  real  author 
of  it),  was  peculiarly  objection¬ 
able.  All  complicated  machinery 
in  the  financial  concerns  of  a  ftate 
are  fo  dangerous,  from  the  nicety 
with  which  every  dependent  par¬ 
ticle  muft  perform  its  functions, 
that  it  is  furprifing  the  individuals, 
who  compofed  the  exifting  adminif- 
tration,  fhould  have  ventured  to 
try  fo  unneceffary  an  experiment, 
as  that  which  they  tendered  for  the 
fandtion  of  parliament.  It  is  more 
extraordinary,  that  the  members 
of  the  houfe  of  commons  did  not, 
with  one  voice,  rejeCt  fo  prepof- 
terous  an  endeavour  to  control  a 
principle  that  defies  the  efforts  of 
human  forefight.  Many  of  them, 
very  good  naturedly,  were  willing 
to  enter  his  lordftiip’s  labyrinth, 
and  the  confequence  enfued  which 
might  have  been  expedied — they 
loft  their  way.  His  lordfliip,  in¬ 
deed,  with  equal  good  humour, 
wifhed  to  hold  out  the  clew  to 
them,  in  order  to  extricate  them 
from  the  difficulties  by  which  they 
were  furrounded,  but' with  little 
fuccefs  ;  for  he  himfelf  was  unequal 
to  all  the  windings  that  obftruCted 
his  and  their  progrefs ;  and,  per¬ 
haps, -no  debates  ever  exhibited  a 
fpecimen  of  a  topic,  on  which 
more  was  fa  id  and  lefs  under  flood, 
than  thofe  on  the  new  plans  of 
finance. 

On  the  4th  of  March  the  houfe, 
in  a  committee  of  fupply,  granted 
his  majefty  the  fum  of  8o,oool. 
which  lord  Hutchinfon  had  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  king  of  Prufiia,  to 
pay  the  army  necefiary  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  fortreffes  belonging  to 
that  monarch,  which  had  not  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Immediately  afterwards  theboufe 


refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of 
ways  and  means ;  and  lord  Henry 
Petty  faid,  that  fince  the  time  when 
he  laft  addreffed  the  houfe  on  the 
fubjeCt,  he  had  negotiated  the  loan, 
and  he  was  alfo  enabled  to  make  a 
more  accurate  ftatement  of  the  fup- 
plies  and  ways  and  means,  than  he 
had  done  on  a  former  occafion.  He 
obferved,  that  there  was  an  excefs 
in  the  extraordinaries  of  793,7101. 
this  year,  which  he  had  not  been 
aware  of  when  he  fubmitted  the 
budget  to  the  houfe  ;  but  in  confe¬ 
quence  of  deducing  the  expendi¬ 
ture  of  the  commiffary-generaPs 
de'partment  from  the  extraordina- 
ries,  the  fum  voted  this  year  was 
lefs  than  the  vote  of  1  aft  year ;  and 
he  had  the  fatisfailion  to  ftate,  that 
his  former  eftimate  would  cover 
the  future  extraordinary  outgoing,. 
It  was  intended  to  make  good  the 
advance  to  the  king  of  Pruffia  out 
of  the  vote  of  credit,  and  alfo  to 
pay  a  fubfidy  of  230,0001.  to  the 
king  of  Sweden,  in  purfuance  of 
exifting  treaties.  An  advance  was 
alfo  to  be  made  to  the  emperor  of 
Ruflia  of  500,000!.  out  of  the  vote 
of  credit.  Thefe  were  all  the  fub- 
fidies  that  he  was  then  aware  of  as 
neceffary  to  be  paid;  and,  at  all 
events,  he  had  no  doubt  that  the 
vote  of  credit  of  3,000,000b 
would  be  fufficient  to  cover  what 
might  accrue  in  the  prefent  year. 
The  noble  lord  then  recapitulated 
the  items  of  the  fupply  and  ways 
and  meansj  by  which  it  appeared, 
that  the  total  of  the  former,  to 
be  defrayed,  by  Great  Britain, 
amounted  to  41,500,8,98b  and  that 
the  latter  would  be  41,671,185b 
leaving  an  excefs  over  the  fupplies, 
of  170,286b  inftead  of  572,934b 
8s.  4d.  as  he  had  before  mentioned. 
He  next  ftated  the  terms  of  the 
2]  loan ; 
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loan  :  for  each  hundred  pounds  fub- 
fcribed  the  contra&ors  were  to  re¬ 
ceive — 

3  per  cent,  reduced  £  70  o  o 
3  per  cent,  confols.  70  o  o 
Navy  5  per  cents.  10  12  o 
The  loan,  therefore,  was  con¬ 
cluded  at  an  intereft  of  4I.  14s.  7d. 
per  cent.  From  a  comparifon  of 
the  terms,  on  which  the  laft  loan 
had  been  effe&ed,  the  public  would 
gain  5s.  per  cent,  on  the  prefent. 
His  lordlhip  then  made  a  calcula¬ 
tion  to  (how,  that  by  a  dedudion 
of  the  fupplies  that  were  extraor¬ 
dinary  in  the  votes  of  the  prefent 
year,  fuch  as  the  payment  of  the 
loyalty  loan,  the  fubfidies  to  the 
fovereigns  of  Rulfia,  Sweden,  and 
Pruflia,  the  remainder  of  the  fum 
voted  on  credit,  and  the  excefs  of 
the  extraordinaries  of  the  prefent 
year,  the  fupplies  to  be  profped- 
ively  raifed  would  be  reduced  from 
thefupplies  of  the  prefent  year,  viz. 
41,600,8981.  to  38,100,1301. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  was  imme¬ 
diately  attacked  by  Mr.  Rofe  and 
fir  Thomas  Turton,  for  having 
left  out  of  his  plan  any  eftimate, 
founded  on  the  fubfidies  that  might 
be  neceftary  ;  and  for  now  coming 
forward  with  a  provifion  for  fub¬ 
fidies  to  the  amount  of  nearly  one 
million.  They  both  infilled  that 
the  event  had  proved,  that,  from 
feme  caufe  or  other,  the  expenditure 
could  not  be  confined  to  32  mil¬ 
lions.  Lord  Henry  Petty  defended 
himfelf  by  faying,  that  he  had  al¬ 
ways  diftindlly  excepted  from  his 
plan  extraordinary  expenditure  by 
fubfidies  :  the  fubfidies  could  not 
be  anticipated ;  and,  therefore, 
could  not  be  taken  into  any  cer¬ 
tain  calculation.  Surely  this  ac¬ 
knowledgment  proved,  that  there 
was  a  fallacy  in  his  fyftem.  At 


mod,  his  plan  was  only  liable,  cer¬ 
tain  data  being  allowed ;  but  it 
was  impoflible  to  admit  thofe  data, 
fince  fo  ftiort  an  experience  proved 
that  they  were  erroneous. 

A  difcuflion  had  formerly  arifen 
at  the  time  that  fir  John  Newport, 
amongft  other  grants  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  Ireland,  had  moved  that 
of  13,000!.  for  defraying  the 
charge  of  the  Roman  catholic  fe- 
minary  at  Maynooth  ;  and  when 
Mr.  Hobhoufe  brought  up  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  committee  of  fupply  on 
the  4th  of  March,  all  the  refolu- 
tions  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  Irifii 
eftimates  were  read  and  agreed  to, 
except  that  relating  to  the  May¬ 
nooth  inftitution,  on  which  another 
debate  enfued. 

Mr.  Perceval  took  the  lead  o» 
this  as  on  the  former  occafion.  He 
faid,  it  was  not  fo  much  the  amount 
of  the  fum,  increafed  as  it  was  from 
eight  to  thirteen  thoufand  pounds, 
as  the  growing  nature  of  the  de¬ 
mand  that  he  objected  to.  As  the 
Irifh  parliament  had  thought  fuch 
a  meafure  advifable,  the  united 
legiflature  was  bound,  by  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  good  faith,  to  continue  the 
original  grant  %  but  there  was,  in 
his  mind,  a  ftrong  diilike  to  the 
enlargement  of  thi3  catholic  femi- 
nary,  from  its  operating  to  the  pre¬ 
judice  of  the  univerfity  of  Dublin ; 
for  it  was  a  growing  practice  with 
the  Roman  catholic  gentry  in  Ire¬ 
land  to  fend  their  fons  to  that 
univerfity,  previouily  to  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  the  feminary  at  May¬ 
nooth.  Had  the  public  money 
been  expended  in  enlarging  the 
univerfity  of  Dublin,  inftead  of 
adopting  the  policy  of  a  feparate 
inftitution,  a  great  objefl  would 
have  been  obtained,  by  encourag¬ 
ing  the  catholics  to  participate  in 

the 
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the  fame  collegiate  ftudies  with 
their  proteftant  brethren.  Indeed, 
it  was  not  faying  too  much  to  af- 
fume,  that  the  interefts  of  the  pro¬ 
teftant  univerlity  appeared  facri- 
ficed  to  the  advancement  of  the  ca¬ 
tholic  feminary.  Within  a  few 
years,  the  profelTors  at  the  latter 
were  augmented  from  nine  to 
eighteen,  and  for  this  increafe 
there  was  no  diftindl  notice  ever 
given  to  the  houfe.  In  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Dublin  provilion  was 
only  made  for  an  hundred  perfons, 
including  fellows,  fenior  and  junior 
fchol  ars,  and  fizers ;  while  the 
public  was  called  on  to  defray  the 
expences  of  two  hundred  Roman 
catholic  profeflors  and  ftudents  in 
the  feminary  at  Maynooth.  The 
queftion  then  was,  to  what  de- 
fcription  of  perfons  was  this  prefer¬ 
ence  given  ?  To  a  clafs  of  fubjedls 
who,  in  their  religious  tenets,  with¬ 
held  from  their  lawful  fovereign 
the  admiffion  of  his  fupremacy.  It 
had  been  contended,  that  it  was 
wife  to  prevent  the  catholic  prieft- 
hood  from  the  mifchiefs  of  a  fo¬ 
reign  education.  It  was  to  him 
rather  extraordinary,  to  lay  fo, 
much  ftrefs  on  the  place  of  educa¬ 
tion  ;  when  the  true  and  ftrong 
principle  of  danger  and  hoftility 
exifted  in  the  principles  of  that  re¬ 
ligion,  in  which,  whether  at  home 
or  abroad,  they  were  uniformly 
educated.  He  wilhed  to  have  an 
inquiry  inftituted  into  the  nature 
of  their  bye-laws ;  there  feemed  to 
him  a  great  myftery  about  this  in- 
ftitution.  There  was  nothing  like 
a  vifitorial  infpedlion ;  no  inquiry 
as  to  the  mode  of  dodtrine  and  dif- 
cipline  inftilled  and  exercifed  on  a 
number  of  youth,  educated,  if  not 
in  averfion,  at  leaft  in  hoftility,  to 
the  principles  of  the  proteftant  ef» 


tablilhment.  Mr.  Perceval  con¬ 
cluded  by  moving,  that  the  fuiii  of 
8,oool.  be  fubftituted  for  13,000!. 
at  prefent  inferted  in  the  refoiution 
of  the  committee. 

Sir  John  Newport  replied,  that 
though  the  fum  of  8,oool.  was  the 
averaged  annual  grant,  yet  the 
Irifh  parliament  had  exprefsly  re* 
cognized  the  principle  of  varying 
the  amount  of  the  grant,  according 
to  times  and  circumftances ;  and 
they  had  accordingly  Varied  it 
every  year,  from  eight  and  nine 
to  lOjOool.  With  refpedl  to  the 
number  of  catholics  formerly  at 
the  univerlity  of  Dublin,  the  fadt 
was,  that  there  was  double  the 
number  there  now  than  at  any  for¬ 
mer  period  ;  but  it  was  not  in  the 
univerlity  of  Dublin  alone  that  the 
number  of  catholic  ftudents  had  in* 
creafed,  many  of  the  higher  orders 
of  that  body  were  to  be  found  at 
the  univerfities  of  England,  at 
Edinburgh,  and  at  Glafgow.  The 
enlargement  of  the  college  at  Dub¬ 
lin  would  have  no  defirable  eftedl  ; 
for  it  was  in  vain  to  expedl,  that 
thofe  intended  for  the  priefthood, 
would  be  induced  or  forced  to  em¬ 
brace  a  fyftem  of  education  foreign 
to  thofe  intentions  which,  though 
not  hoftile  to,  were  very  different 
from,  the  opinions  of  the  perfons 
who  would  be  their  preceptors. 
Was  the  houfe  to  fandtion  the  line 
of  policy  recommended,  there 
would,  under  the  prefent  circum¬ 
ftances  of  the  world,  remain  to 
the  catholic  but  one  alternative, 
namely,  no  education,  no  religious 
obfervance ;  for  the  monafteries 
and  inftitutions,  which  were  for., 
merly  celebrated  for  thofe  purfuits, 
were  deftroyed.  To  Flanders, 
Spain,  and  Italy,  it  was  impoflible 
for  the  Irilh  catholie  to  repair  for 
[G  3]  4ucation  f 
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education ;  and  would  not  the  -aBonilhed  to  hear  it  after ted,  that 
houfe  takv  advantage  of  fuch  cir -  if  the  Roman  catholics  were  to  be 
cumftances,  and  duly  appreciate  the  educated  in  the  principles  of  their 
great  national  benefits  which  muft  faith,  it  was  little  matter  whether 
arife,  from  granting  them  the  means  they  received  that  education  in 


of  accompliftiing  their  Budies  at 
home  ?  To  reft  rift  them  to  the 
un  verfity  of  Dublin  would  be,  in 
other  words,  to  compel  them  to 
remain  in  a  ftate  of  ignorance  ;  be¬ 
sides,  the  profeftbrs  of  Trinity  col¬ 
lege  would  not  do  their  duty,  nn- 
lefs  they  performed  that  part,  which 
a  catholic  could  not  confcientioully 
approve.  The  two  feminaries  had 
been  faid  to  be  in  a  Bate  of  rivalry 
and  hoftitity.  If  fuch  rivalry  and 
Jioftility  exifted,  it  was  certainly 
not  on  the  part  of  the  catholics. 
The  houfe  had  been  allured  that 
there  was  no  vili tonal  power,  yet 
it  was  diftindtly  fpecified  by  the 
Ilatute,  that  the  lord-chancellor 
and  the  judges  of  the  country 
fhould  be  vilitor(s  of  the  morals 
and  conduct  of  the  fcholars,  as 
conneded  with  civil  policy,  wifely 
and  prudently  abftaining  from  any 
interference,  either  in  their  re¬ 
ligious  doXrine  or  difcipline. 

Mr.  Bankes  and  Mr.  Wilber- 
force  difapproved  of  the  additional 
grant  ;  the  BrB,  becaufe  its  object 
was  to  double  the  number  of  the 
ftudents  for  the  catholic  priefthood 
in  Ireland,  and,  therefore,  would 
lender  the  augmentation  of  3,ocol. 
annual ;  and  the  fecond,  becaufe  it 
would  difcourage  the  growth  of 
proteftantifm.  Mr.  Wilberforce, 
however,  thought  the  policy  pur- 
fued  towards  that  part  of  the  em¬ 
pire,  had  been  illiberal  and  ill- 
judged  ;  and  that  the  dangerous 
fyftem  of  intolerance  and  perfecu- 
tion,  could  not  be  too  fpeedily 
abated. 

Mr.  Gratis  profefted  to  be 

5 


Ireland  or  in  France;  becaufe  it 
might  as  well  be  faid,  that  it  was 
immaterial  whether  three  millions 
of  the  king’s  own  fubjeXs  were 
educated  at  the  expenfe,  and  under 
the  protection,  of  his  majefty ’s  go¬ 
vernment,  or  whether  they  fhould 
be  penfioners  on  the  bounty  of  the 
emperor  of  France.  The  jealoufy 
that  had  hitherto  been  entertained 
againft  the  growth  of  catholicifm 
was  not  againft  its  doXrines,  but 
its  foreign  views  and  connections. 
If  foreign  connexions  were  dan¬ 
gerous,  why  promote  them  by  ex¬ 
iling  the  Roman  catholic  for  the 
pqrpofe  of  educating  him  ?  Forty- 
three  thoufand  pounds  had  been 
voted  to  the  proteftant  charter- 
fchools,  and  2 1, pool,  to  the 
Foundling  Hofpital ;  by  the  latter 
bounty,  2i,oool.  had  thus  been 
given  to  the  vices  of  the  depraved 
with  a  ready  hand,  and  it  was  to 
be  difputed,  whether  13,000k  was 
to  be  given  to  enlighten  and  in- 
ftruX  three  millions  of  a  bold  and 
hardy  peafantry  ! 

Lord  Howick  deprecated  any  at¬ 
tempt  that  might  appear  like  an 
endeavour  to  force  the  catholics 
into  the  proteftant  church.  The 
policy  and  the  neceBIty  of  fupport- 
ing  a  meafure  fimilar  to  that  before 
the  houfe,  had  been  recommended 
by  the  duke  of  Portland  to  the 
lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland  in  1793, 
when  his  grace  was  fecretary  for 
the  home  department.  His  lord- 
fhip  obferved,  that  as  the  principle 
of  the  inBitution  had  been  acqui- 
efced  in  lince  1793,  it  was  very 
ftrange  that  the  prefent.grant  Ihould 
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be  refilled.  Lord  Howick  faid,  he 
could  mention  a  fad  which  mud 
eftablifh  the  expediency  of  a  home 
education  for  the  catholic  priefts  of 
Ireland.  Dr.  Walfh,  a  pried  of 
talents,  who  was  appointed  head 
of  the  college,  edablifhed  at  Paris 
for  the  education  of  catholic  prieds, 
had  ufed  every  influence  in  his 
power  to  prevail  on  fuch  of  the 
Irifh  catholic  youth,  as  were  in 
Lifbon  for  fcholaflic  purpofes,  to 
refort  to  his  college.  He  had  of¬ 
fered  them  not  only  education,  but 
had  opened  to  their  view  every  in¬ 
ducement,  which  he  thought  mod 
likely  to  feduce  them  from  their 
king  and  country.  When  the  mat¬ 
ter  was  reprefented  to  the  catholic 
bidiops  in  Ireland,  they  treated  it 
as  it  deferved,  and  denounced  ex- 
clufion  from  the  faith  againd  any, 
who  might  be  weak  enough  to  fall 
into  the  fnare  laid  for  their  alle¬ 
giance.  This  threat  had  the  de» 
lired  effed ;  but  furely  it  was  un¬ 
wife  to  have  his  majefty’s  fubjeds, 
of  any  defcription,  expofed  to  the 
temptations  of  the  enemy ;  and 
what  could  more  effectually  give 
us  fecurity  in  the  prefent  indance, 
than  the  edablifhment  of  a  college 
like  that  at  Maynooth  ?  What 
would  naturally  be  the  feelings  of 
the  catholics,  if  parliament  refufed 
this  trifling  addition  ?  They  were 
men,  capable  of  being  roufed  by 
rtegled  and  infult  as  well  as  others. 
Did  they  not  contribute,  by  their 
indudry  and  property,  to  the  taxes 
of  the  date  ?— -Did  they  contribute 
nothing  to  the  church  eftablifh- 
ment  ?—  Did  they  not  pay  tithes 
to  the  protedant  clergy  ?— Did 
they  not,  as  well  as  any  other  de¬ 
fcription  of  fubjeds,  contribute  to 
the  wealth  and  fafety  of  the  coun¬ 
try?  He  fully  agreed  with  Mr. 
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Wilberforce,  that  we  had  too  long 
negleded  to  confider  the  date  of 
Ireland.  For  his  own  part  he  can¬ 
didly  owned,  that  he  fhould  feel 
that  the  prouded  and  happied  day 
of  his  exidence,  when  he  might 
be  able  to  fet  about  the  work  of 
making  up  for  the  time,  which  had 
been  mif-fpent  with  refped  to  that 
country.  On  the  whole,  if  cir- 
cumftances  made  it  neceflary  to 
have  the  grant  larger,  he  fhould 
mod  cordially  fupport  the  exten- 
fion  of  it ;  of  courfe  he  gave  his 
full  affent  to  the  refolution  now 
propofed. 

More  of  this  debate  has  been 
given  than  the  importance  of  it 
may  feem  demand,  becaufe  it  may 
be  confidered  as  a  fpecies  of  pre¬ 
lude  to  the  druggie,  which  after¬ 
wards  took  place  on  the  catholic 
quedion  j  and  becaufe  it  {hows,  that 
Mr.  Perceval  had  already  wifhed 
to  conned  his  name  with  the  pro¬ 
tedant  caufe,  and  make  his  attach¬ 
ment  to  it  a  dep  to  future  power. 

The  indecent  interference  of  mi- 
nifters  in  the  election  for  the  county 
of  Southampton,  which  had  excited 
a  very  drong  fenfation  of  difgud 
amongd  the  community  in  general, 
occafioned  a  long  debate  in  the 
houfe  of  commons  on  the  13  th  of 
February,  in  confequence  of  a  pe¬ 
tition  upon  that  fubjed,  prefented 
by  Mr.  Afheton  Smith.  It  ap¬ 
peared  that  Mr.  Freemantle,  the 
Secretary  of  the  treafury,  pre- 
vioufly  to  the  general  eledion,  had 
written  a  letter  to  lieutenant-ge¬ 
neral  Hewitt,  the  barrack-mafler- 
general,  defiring  him  to  exert  hini- 
felf  in  favour  of  the  court  candi¬ 
dates,  MefTrs.  Herbert  and  Thidle- 
thwaite  ;  and  that  the  hoftility  of 
government  was  particularly  di- 
reded  againd  Mr.  Chute,  who 
lG  4]  had 
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had  reprefented  the  county  for  fix- 
teen  years,  that  gentleman  having 
voted  in  fy Hematic  oppofition  to 
the  miniftry.  It  alfo  was  (hewn, 
that  the  endeavours  of  the  perfons 
in  the  barrack  department  met  with 
the  moft  complete  fuccefs  ;  info- 
much  that  Mr.  Chute  loft  his  elec¬ 
tion.  The  motion  to  call  the  no¬ 
tice  of  the  houfe  to  the  petition 
was  made  by  Mr.  Aftieton  Smith, 
and  feconded  by  Sir  Henry  Mild- 
may.  The  latter  pointed  out  the 
peculiar  danger  of  permitting  mi- 
nifterial  influence  to  be  ufed  in  the 
county  of  Southampton,  as  it 
abounded  with  church  and  col¬ 
legiate  property,  and  with  nu¬ 
merous  officers  under  government, 
fuch  as  thofe  in  the  barracks  and 
dock-yards,  which  latter  fupplied 
upwards  of  four  hundred  voters, 
not  to  mention  the  large  body  of 
individuals  employed  under  the 
comptroller  of  the  navy,  the  navy 
contractors,  and  their  connections. 
The  honourable  baronet  read  an 
extraCt  from  the  firft  letter  of  fir 
William  Heathcote  to  the  Hamp- 
(hire  club,  ftating  the  application 
of  lord  Temple,  authorifed  by  lord 
Grenville,tohimfelf, and  intimating 
to  hip,  that  government  would  not 
oppofe  his  re-eleCtion,  if  he  did  not 
coalefce  with  Mr.  Chute ;  by 
which  it  fhould  feem  he  fa  id,  that 
there  was  a  pre-concerted  and  pre- 
digefted  plan,  to  dictate  reprefent- 
atives  to  the  county.  Mr.  Free¬ 
mantle  attempted  to  exculpate  him- 
felf  by  protefting,  that  the  letter 
complained  of  was  written  in  his 
private  capacity,  as  an  eleCtor  for 
Hampfhire  ;  and  afferting,  that  if 
his  holding  the  office  of  fecretary 
to  the  treasury  was  to  disfranchise 
him,  he  would  not  confept  to  hold 
his  appointment  for  five  minutes. 


He  alfo  infilled,  that  he  had  as 
much  right  to  canvafs  his  tenant* 
and  friends  as  any  other  gentleman  ; 
and  allured  the  houfe,  that  not  a 
fingle  (hill  ng,  either  of  fecret  fer- 
vice  money,  or  of  any  other  fund 
levied  on  the  public,  had  been  if- 
fued  in  fupport  of  the  candidates 
whom  he  had  recommended. 

Mr.  Jeffery  direCfly  charged 
Mr.  Freemantle  with  having  in¬ 
formed  him,  that  if  he  perfifted  in 
becoming  a  candidate  for  Poole, 
government  would  counteract  him; 
and  he  faid  it  had  been  publicly  an¬ 
nounced,  that  the  minifterial  pa¬ 
tronage  would  be  given  to  Mr. 
M.  A.  Taylor;  nay,  that  places, 
which  were  before  promifed  <o  cer¬ 
tain  perfons,  were  actually  given 
to  others,  in  order  to  obtain  their 
fupport  of  the  candidate  who  op- 
pofed  him  in  his  native  place  ;  and 
Mr.  Perceval  very  properly  ar¬ 
gued,  that  it  did  not  appear  that 
general  Hewitt  was  a  freeholder, 
nor  from  the  formal  ftyle  of  Mr. 
Freemantle’s  letter  to  him,  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  on 
intimate  terms  with  him.  Mr. 
Freemantle  begged  the  general  to 
ufe  his  influence,  and  with  whom? 
not  with  his  tenants — not  with 
his  friends — but  with  thofe  imme¬ 
diately  in  his  department.  And 
how  had  the  general  interpreted 
this  letter  ?— -In  fuch  a  manner  as 
prompted  him  to  ad  up  to  its  true 
Spirit,  by  ufing  the  influence  he  had 
been  officially  commiffioned  to  fet 
'ip  motion. — And  how  had  the  ge¬ 
neral  fpoken  of  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman  ? — Not  as  a  private  gentle¬ 
man,  having  certain  weight  and 
connexions  in  the  county,  but 
merely  as  fecretary  of  the  trea- 
fury — as  an  officer  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  communicating  the  will  of 

minifters. 
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minifters,  in  order  thereby  to  di¬ 
rect  the  decifion  of  an  entire  de¬ 
partment,  comprehending  in  itfelf 
no  (mall  proportion  of  the  interefts 
and  feelings  of  the  county  in  ques¬ 
tion. 

Mr.  Tierney  and  lord  Howick 
contended,  that  the  charge  was  fri¬ 
volous.  They  admitted,  that  if 
minifters  had  ufed  any  undue  inter¬ 
ference,  their  condutt  would  de- 
ferve  the  cenfure  of  the  houfe,  but 
they  denied  that  any  impropriety 
had  taken  place.  They  faid,  it  was 
impoffible  to  prevent  people,  in  or 
out  of  office,  from  uling  t  eir  influ¬ 
ence  at  elections.  The  former  infilled, 
that  all  which  could  be  made  of  the 
accufation  was,  that  Mr.  Freeman- 
tie  had  dated  his  letter  from  the 
Treafury  Chambers,  inftead  of  his 
own  houfe  in  Stanhope-ftreet,  as 
he  would  have  done  if  he  had  been 
an  old  practitioner ;  and  the  latter 
read  a  letter,  written  on  a  former 
occafion  by  Mr.  Rofe  to  a  Mr. 
Smith,  who  was  in  the  barrack  de¬ 
partment  at  Canterbury,  to  intereft 
Mr.  Baldock,  a  contractor  for  the 
ordnance  office,  in  favour  of  a  par¬ 
ticular  candidate.  He  dated  another 
inftance  of  interference,  in  which 
the  fame  gentleman  was  concerned — 
a  Weftminfter  eledion,  where  it 
was  reprefented  that  two  accounts 
were  kept,  one  for  the  treafury 
and  another  for  lord  Hood  ;  but 
of  thefe  two  inftances  no  notice 
had  ben  taken  in  parliament. 
There  was  alfo  another  cafe,  in 
which  Mr.  Rofe  was  implicated, 
concerning  which  a  motion  was 
made  in  that  houfe,  and  that  was 
for  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
abufes  as  far  as  related  to  the  miti¬ 
gation  of  penalties,  or  fufpenfion 
of  a  profecution  under  the  excife 
Jaws,  in  confequence  of  what  had 
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been  done  at  an  eleftion  for  Weft- 
minfter ;  but  this  motion  was  loft, 
and  thofe  members  of  the  prefent 
parliament,  who  had  then  a  feat  in 
that  houfe,  and  voted  againd  the 
motion,  could  hardly  think  the 
cafe  before  them  cenfurable.  Here 
was  a  gentleman,  a  member  of  par¬ 
liament,  who  was  alfo  in  office,  and 
had  not  only  a  friend  but  a  near 
relation,  who  was  a  candidate  for 
the  reprefentation  of  a  county,  and 
he  had  written  to  another  friend, 
limply  in  an  amicable  way,  with 
the  word  “  private”  on  the  letter 
alfo,  to  endeavour  to  forward  the 
views  of  that  relation.  This  was 
the  head  and  front  of  his  offending. 
Mr.  W.  Herbert,  Mr.  Bathurd, 
and  Mr.  W.  Adam,  followed  on 
the  fame  fide.  Befides  the  gentle¬ 
man  already  mentioned,  the  fpeak- 
ers,  who  wiflied  to  refer  the  matter 
to  a  committee  of  privileges,  were 
Mr.  Biddulph,  lord  Foikdone,  Mr. 
Broderick,  Mr.  Johndone,  Mr. 
Canning,  and  Mr.  Rofe ;  who  faid, 
as  to  the  letter,  addrefled  by  him  to 
a  perfon  who  had  offered  his  fer- 
vices  in  favour  of  the  member  he 
would  recommend,  there  was  no- 
thing  in  it  fimilar  to  the  cafe  now 
before  the  houfe.  Had  he  deferved 
the  blame  that  was  imputed  to  him, 
not  only  fhould  he  have  merited 
cenfure,  but  the  forfeiture  of  his 
employment.  With  refpeft  to  the 
libel  alluded  to  by  the  noble  lord, 
it  was  not  matter  grave  enough  to 
be  brought  before  that  houfe  ;  but 
it  had  gotten  into  a  newfpaper, 
and  he  had  laid  his  hand  upon  the 
printer,  and  called  upon  him  to 
make  good  his  charge. — He  had 
brought  a  civil  adftion  againfl  him, 
and  obtained  a  verdict  and  da¬ 
mages.  Mr.  Canning  made  feverai 
juft  and  farcaftic  remarks  on  the 

change. 
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change,  that  poffeffion  of  office  had 
made  in  the  principles  of  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  who  compofed  the  adminis¬ 
tration  ;  and  after  a  (hort  comment 
on  what  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Rofe 
by  the  folici  tor-general,  the  houfe 
divided,  when  the  motion  to  refer 
the  petition  to  a  committee  of  pri¬ 
vileges  was  loft  by  a  majority  of 
127,  there  being  only  57  for  it. 

On  the  nth  of  march,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Vanlittart,  various 
mifcellaneous  fums  were  provided 
for,  the  account  of  which  will  be 
found  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Chro¬ 
nicle  ;  and  on  the  25  th  fir  John  New¬ 
port  opened  the  Irifh  budget.  The 
honourable  baronet  faid,  that  he 
Ihould  endeavour  to  make  his  ftate- 
ment  as  brief  as  poffible  ;  and  he 
Ihould  not  have  had  to  trouble  the 
committee  on  the  fubjedi,  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  circumftance  of  his 
taking  fo  great  a  fhare  in  negotiat¬ 
ing  the  loan  for  Ireland  on  the  pre¬ 
ceding  Monday.  He  then  fhortly 
gave  the  different  items  of  the  fup- 
plies  for  Ireland,  compofed  of  its 
feparate  charges,  and  its  two-feven- 
teenth  parts  of  the  joint  charge  of 
the  empire,  which  made  the  whole 
charge  amount  to  9, 56 1,21 81.  Part 
of  the  Irifh  loan  had  been  con- 
tradied  for  with  that  for  England. 
The  remainder  he  had  wiihed  to  have 
contracted  for  feparately,  becaufe 
he  was  anxious  that  it  fhould  be 
made  payable  at  the  bank  of  Ire¬ 
land,  for  the  purpofe  of  obviating 
the  inconveniences  that  were  felt  by 
the  Irifh  government,  they  being 
obliged  to  draw  upon  this  country 
for  the  money.  The  terms,  how¬ 
ever,  which  had  been  offered  by  the 
gentlemen  who  were  the  bidders  for 
that  loan,  were  fuch  as  it  had  not  been 
thought  right  to  accept.  The  loan 
was,  therefore,  contraded  for  by  the 


gentlemen  who  took  the  Englifh. 
loan,  upon  an  advance  of  is.  9d. 
per  cent,  intereft,  which,  he  trufted, 
would  not,  under  thefe  circura- 
fiances,  be  thought  material.  The 
ways  and  means,  by  which  he  pro- 
pofed  to  cover  thefe  fupplies,  con- 
fifting  of  the  loans,  of  the  re¬ 
venues  of  Ireland,  which  he  Look 
at  the  fame  as  iaft  year,  viz. 
3,882,790!. — furplus  of  the  confo- 
lidated  fund,  500,0001. — one  mil¬ 
lion  of  treaf'ury  bills,  and  300,000!. 
which  he  propofed  to  raife  by  new 
taxes  and  regulations,  amounted, 
in  all,  to  9,685,0931.  which  left  an 
excefs  of  ways  and  means,  over  the 
fupply,  of  123,875!. 


The  new  taxes  and  regu¬ 
lations  were  to  pro¬ 
duce,  by  excefs  of  the 
duties  on  licenfed  dif- 
tilleries,  arifing  out  of 
the  regulations  adopt¬ 
ed  laft  year,  over  the 
amount  of  the  antece¬ 
dent  year  -  £,  1 

Taking  the  allowance  of 
16  per  cent,  from  large 
diftilleries 

Augmentation  of  duties 
on  horfes,  carts,  and 
jaunting  cars 
Paper 
Stamps 

Stamps  to  retailers 
Excefs  of  duty  on  hats 
An  augmentation  on  the 
duties  of  cuftoms  on 
vinegar,  die-ftuffs,  and 
a  few  other  articles- 
Together  with  other 
items,  amounting  to 


20,000 

80,000 


40,000 

5,000 

10,000 

5,000 

10,000 


10,000 

20,000 


Making  a  total  of  £.  300,000 

Though  the  fugar  duty,  impofed 

Iaft 
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laft  feafon,  had  failed  to  produce, 
the  other  duties  had  amply  fupplied 
the  deficiency.  The  honourable 
baronet  here  enumerated  the  pro¬ 
portions,  in  which  each  duty  had 
exceeded  in  produce  the  amount 
calculated.  Of  the  arrears  and  ba¬ 
lances  due  from  dead  or  removed 
collectors,  17,000 /.  had  been  reco¬ 
vered  within  the  laft  year  ;  but 
this  fum  was  confiderabiy  lefs  than 
would  be  recovered  in  future,  if  the 
proper  meafures  fhould  be  perfe- 
vered  in  for  two  or  three  years. 
The  fum  of  arrears  appeared 
greater  this  than  laft  year,  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  balance  that  had  ac¬ 
crued  in  the  hands  of  the  collector 
of  Maryborough,  before  he  (fir 
John  Newport)  had  been  in  office, 
to  the  amount  of  2o,oool. :  orders 
had  been  iffued  to  the  board  of  ex- 
cife,  to  reduce  the  balances  in  the 
hands  of  collectors  under  100/. 
From  this  ftatement,  he  trufted  it 
would  be  manifeft  to  the  commit¬ 
tee,  that  the  Irifh  government  had 
not  abufed  the  confidence  which 
had  been  placed  in  it.  They  had 
a  vote  of  credit  for  400,000/.  and 
they  had  iffued  but  76,000/.  Mea¬ 
fures  had  been  taken  for  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  36  offices  in  the  cuftoms, 
and  for  carrying  into  effeCt.  the  fug- 
geftions  of  the  committee  of  in¬ 
quiry.  The  trade  of  Ireland  had 
increafed  laft  year. 

The  value  of  the  im¬ 
ports  for  1 805.  was  £'.5,982,000 
Ditto  for  1806  -  5,605,000 

Being  a  decreafe  of  377,000 

The  exports  for  1805 

were  -  -  8,436,933 

Ditto  for  1806  -  9,314,800 

Being  an  increafe  of  £ .  877,867 
Which*  added  to  the  decreafe  in 


the  imports,  made  the  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  trade  of  Ireland, 
within  the  laft  year,  confiderabiy 
above  a  million.  The  trade  to 
America  had  increafed  one-third* 
The  {hipping  of  Ireland  had  in¬ 
creafed  a  fixth,  in  tonnage  a  ninth, 
in  feamen  a  third.  The  Britiih. 
(hipping,  trading  with  Ireland, 
had  alfo  increafed  a  twelfth,  while 
the  foreign  (hipping  had  decreased 
a  tenth,  a  circumftance  which 
{bowed,  that  the  advantage  of  the 
whole  augmentation  of  the  trade 
remained  within  the  empire.  The 
exchange  had  alfo  fallen  9I  per 
cent,  a  rate  much  lower  than  had 
been  known  for  many  years.  With 
thofe  proofs  of  the  growing  prof- 
perity  of  Ireland,  he  fhould  con. 
elude  his  ftatement.  Sir  John 
Newport  then  moved  his  refolu- 
tions,  which  were  agreed  to. 

On  the  19th  of  February,  a  moft 
important  matter  fell  under  the  de¬ 
liberation  of  the  houfe  of  commons. 
Mr  Whitbread,  who  had  for  fome 
time  turned  his  attention  to  the 
poor  laws,  on  that  day  addreffed 
the  houfe  on  a  fubjeCt,  which  has 
long  employed  the  thoughts  and 
time  of  the  ingenious  and  the  bene¬ 
volent,  that  of  reducing  the  fum  of 
human  mifery,  and  promoting  vir  • 
tue  and  happinefs  amongft  the  fub- 
jeCfs  of  the  realm.  To  attempt 
to  give  even  a  faint  outline  of  the 
valuable  refearch  and  information, 
contained  in  the  honourable  gentle¬ 
man’s  fpeech,  were  vain,  confif- 
tently  with  the  limits  of  a  periodi¬ 
cal  work.  Much  muft  neceffarily 
be  omitted,  and  much  paffed  over  In 
a  flight  manner,  that  demands 
the  moft  ferious  animadverfion ; 
for  whoever  will  take  the  trouble 
to  perufe  what  was  fpoken  by  the 
honourable  member,  as  publiflied 

in 
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in  the  debates,  though  he  may 
deem  many  parts  of  the  plan  im¬ 
practicable,  will  find  ample  mate¬ 
rials  for  the  exertion  of  intellect 
and  kindnefs  to  weigh  with  the 
deepeft  reflection.  Mr  Whitbread 
began  by  giving  a  hiftory  of  the 
poor  laws  up  to  the  prefen t  time, 
which  led  him  to  the  remark  that 
it  was  an  aflertion  pretty  generally 
made,  that  the  fyftem  in  exiftence 
has  ferved  to  degrade  thofe  whom 
it  was  meant  to  exalt ;  to  deftroy 
the  fpirit  of  independence  through¬ 
out  the  land ;  to  hold  out  hopes 
which  could  not  be  realifed  :  to 
encourage  idlenefs  and  vice,  and  to 
produce  a  fuperfluous  population, 
the  offspring  of  improvidence,  and 
the  early  victim  of  mifery  and 
want.  The  fevere  vifitations  ex¬ 
perienced  by  the  country  had  been 
faid  to  increafe,  by  the  depreffion  of 
character  which  they  had  caufed,  the 
calamities  of  the  labouring  poor,  and 
to  have  overcome  the  honeft  pride, 
which  formerly  withheld  a  man 
from  reforting  to  parochial  relief ; 
fo  that  he  no  longer  cared  to  re¬ 
cover  his  independence,  but  now 
voluntarily  fought  that  affiftance, 
which  he  would  before  have  indig¬ 
nantly  avoided ;  but  Mr  Whit¬ 
bread  was  willing  to  believe  that 
that  effeCt  was  gradually  wearing 
off,  that  the  mind  of  the  labouring 
clafs  was  recovering  its  elafticity, 
and  that  the  proper  pride  of  inde¬ 
pendence  had  in  a  great  degree  re¬ 
fumed  its  place.  By  the  abftraCls 
on  the  table  of  the  houfe,  which 
were  made  up  in  the  year  j  803,  it 
appeared  that  out  of  8, 8 70,000  fouls 
not  lefs  than  1,234,000,  or  nearly 
onefeventh  of  the  population  in  Eng¬ 
land  and  Wales,  were  indebted  to 
the  reft  wholly,  or  in  part,  for  their 
fupport ;  and  that  for  the  mainte. 


nance  of  the  poor  alone  the  Aim  of 
4,267,000/.  was  raifed  in  the  year 
ending  at  Eafter  1803.  A  philo- 
fopher  (Mr  Malthus)  had  rifen 
amongft  us,  who  had  gone  deeply 
into  the  caufes  of  our  prefent  fitua- 
tion,  and  he  had  given  it  as  his 
opinion,  that  though  the  poor  laws 
may  have  alleviated  a  little  the 
intenfity  of  individual  misfortune, 
they  had  fpread  the  evil  over  a 
larger  furface.  Many  perfons 
agreeing  in  this  pofition  had  wifhed 
the  whole  fyftem  expunged  from 
the  ftatute  book  ;  but  a  total  abro¬ 
gation  of  them  would  fpread  famine 
and  death  throughout  the  land ; 
though  to  abolifti  them  gradually 
has  been  reprefen  ted  as  pofiible, 
and  two  plans  had  been  laid  before 
the  public  for  that  purpofe.  One 
was  by  Mr.  Arthur  Y oung,  and  the 
other  by  Mr. Malthus.  Mr.  Young's 
plan  was  to  take  the  amount  of  the 
rate,  raifed  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor,  at  a  given  time,  and  to  enaCt: 
that  it  ftiould  not  on  any  account 
be  increafed  ;  but  fuppofe  that  fum 
had  been  expended  in  ten  months, 
or  on  a  certain  number  of  paupers, 
all  other  cafes  of  diftrefs  equally 
urgent  muft  be  totally  negleCted  ; 
which  would  produce  incalculable 
mifchief.  Mr.  Malthus  propofed  a 
regulation  to  be  made,  declaring 
that  no  child,  born  from  any  mar¬ 
riage  taking  place  after  one  year 
had  expired  from  the  date  of  the 
law,  and  that  no  illegitimate  child, 
bom  after  two  years  from  the  fame 
date,  (hould  be  entitled  to  parifti 
affiftance  ;  but  this  mode  would 
create  an  inexhauftible  fource  of 
jealoufies  and  confufion.  Neither 
of  thefe  plans  then  held  out  any 
rational  profpeCt  of  fuccefs.  As 
the  immediate  extinction  of  the 
poor  laws  wat  out  of  the  queftion, 

all 
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all  that  remained  to  be  done  was  to 
modify  them,  fo  as  to  remove 
many  of  the  evils  by  which  they 
were  accompanied.  Mr  Whitbread 
declared  that  it  was  not  his  wilh  to 
get  rid  of  the  poor  laws,  but  to  let 
them  remain  on  the  ftatute  book 
as  a  refuge,  under  all  changes  of 
circumftances  and  fociety,  for  dif- 
trefs ;  yet  he  thought,  by  taking 
proper  Heps,  they  might  hereafter 
become  almoft  obfolete.  The  prin¬ 
ciples,  on  which  he  would  proceed 
to  effed  this  moft  delirable  objed, 
were  to  exalt  the  charader  of  the 
labouring  clafles  of  the  community, 
to  give  the  labourer  confequence  in 
his  own  eyes,  to  excite  him  to  ac¬ 
quire  property  that  he  might  tafte 
its  fweets,  to  mitigate  the  reftraints 
that  cramped  his  fphere  of  adion, 
and  to  render  dependent  poverty 
in  all  cafes  degradation  in  his 
eyes,  and  at  all  times  lefs  delirable 
than  independent  poverty.  All 
this  was  to  be  achieved  by  a  na¬ 
tional  education.  He  had  the 
greateft  authority  of  the  living  and 
the  dead  to  recommend  what  he 
propofed.  Adam  Smith,  Mr.  Mal- 
thus,  Mr.  Rofe,  the  benevolent 
editor  of  the  trads  that  came  from 
the  fociety  for  bettering  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  poor,  all  agreed  in 
pronouncing  education  the  firft 
itep  towards  alleviating  the  bur¬ 
thens  of  the  community,  and  im¬ 
proving  the  ftate  of  the  people. 
Look  at  Scotland.  That  country 
wasthe  theme  of  panegyric,  amongft 
all  who  had  vifited  her,  on  account 
©f  the  lituation  of  her  labouring 
clafles,  and  yet  (he  had  the  fame 
lyftem  of  poor  laws  as  England ; 
the  enadments  were  the  fame,  they 
were  ftill  in  force,  they  had  been 
in  general  ufe,  and  the  time  was 
when  the  ftate  of  the  poor  was 


more  wretched,  and  their  violence 
greater,  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Tweed,  than  in  the  fouthem  part  of 
the  illand.  Mr.  Andrew  Fletcher, 
who  wrote  on  the  affairs  of  Scotland 
in  1698  faid  “  that  there  are  at  this 
day  in  Scotland  (befides  a  great 
many  poor  families  very  meanly 
provided  for  by  the  church  boxes, 
and  others  who,  by  living  upon 
bad  food,  fall  into  various  difeafes) 
200,000  people  begging  from  door 
to  door.  Thefe  are  not  only  no 
way  advantageous,  but  a  very  great 
burthen  to  fq  poor  a  country. 
And  though  the  number  of  them 
be  perhaps  double  to  what  it  was 
formerly,  by  reafon  of  this  prefen t 
great  diftrefs,  yet  in  all  times  there 
have  been  about  100,000  of  thefe 
vagabonds,  who  have  lived  without 
any  regard  or  fubje&ion,  either  to 
the  laws  of  the  land,  or  thofe  of 
God  and  nature.  Fathers  incef- 
tuoully  accompanying  with  their 
own  daughters,  the  fon  with  the 
mother,  and  the  brother  with  the 
lifter.  No  magiftrate  ever  could 
difcover  which  way  one  in  a  hun¬ 
dred  of  thefe  wretches  died,  or  that 
ever  they  were  baptized.  Many 
murders  have  been  difcovered  a- 
mongft  them  ;  and  they  are  not 
only  an  unfpeakable  oppreflion  to 
poor  tenants  (who  if  they  give  not 
bread,  or  fome  kind  of  provifion, 
to  perhaps  forty  of  fuch  villains 
in  one  day,  are  fure  to  be  infulted 
by  them),  but  they  rob  poor  people 
who  live  in  houfes  diftant  from  any 
neighbourhood.  In  years  of  plen® 
ty  many  thoufands  of  them  meet 
together  in  the  mountains,  where 
they  feaft  and  riot  for  many  days, 
and  at  country  weddings,  markets, 
burials,  and  other  like  public  oc- 
calions,  they  are  to  be  feen  both 
men  and  women  perpetually  drunk, 
s  curfing, 
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curfing,  blafpheming,  and  fight- 
ing  together.  Thefe  are  fuch  out¬ 
rageous  diforders,  that  it  were  better 
for  the  nation  they  were  fold  to 
the  gallies  or  Weld  Indies,  than 
that  they  (hould  continue  any  long¬ 
er  a  burthen  upon  us.  But  num¬ 
bers  of  people  bring  great  riches. 
Every  government  is  to  blame  that 
makes  not  right  ufe  of  tkem.  The 
wholefomenefs  of  our  air,  and  the 
healthfulnefs  of  our  climate,  afford 
u-s  great  numbers  of  people,  which 
in  fo  poor  a  country  can  never  be 
all  maintained  by  manufactures  or 
public  workhoufes,  or  any  other 
way  but  that  which  I  have  men¬ 
tioned.”  In  another  part  of  the 
fame  difcourfe,  Mr  Fletcher  faid 
i(  the  better  education  of  our 
youth  would  be  very  neceffary.” 
Mr  Whitbread  contrafted  this  me¬ 
lancholy  picture  with  a  defcription 
of  Scotland,  given  in  the  year  1  803 
by  the  lord  advocate,  when  per- 
fuading  the  houfe  to  adopt  a  bill 
for  more  liberally  providing  for 
the  fchoolmafiers  of  that  country  ; 
and  who  fi  afcribed  to  the  eftablifh- 
nvnt  of  thofe  fchools  all  that  in¬ 
telligence  which  was  fo  obfervable 
in  Scotland,  and  which  fo  much  at¬ 
tracted  the  attention  of  (Grangers 
who  vifited  it.  To  it  alfo  was  to 
be  afcribed  the  good  morals,  the 
focial  order,  the  loyalty,  the  pau¬ 
city  of  crimes,  the  proper  atten¬ 
dance  on  divine  worfnip,  and  the 
increasing  wealth  of  that  paNt  of  the 
country.  The  paucity  of  crimes 
was  fo  remarkable,  that  there 
were  more  convicts  tranfported  in 
one  quarter  feflions  from  Manchef- 
ter,  than  from  all  Scotland  in  the 
courfe  of  the  year.  He  alfo  ob- 
ferved  that  the  executions  in 
Scotland,  on  an  average,  did  not 
amount  in  the  year  to  more  than  fix. 


He  therefore  thought  an  eftablifh- 
ment  produ&ive  of  fuch  good,  de¬ 
fending  of  the  greateft  encourage¬ 
ment,  and  that  without  it  the  in- 
ftitution  would  link  into  difrepute, 
and  become  a  nuifance  intend  of  a  be¬ 
nefit.  The  low  falary  of  the  fchool- 
mafters,  within  the  laffc  twenty 
years,  had  caufed  feveral  fchools  to 
be  without  mailers.” 

Atr  Whitbread  then  propofed  a 
general  fy  tern  of  national  educa¬ 
tion,  by  the  eftabliihment  of  pa¬ 
rochial  fchools,  not  coinpulfory 
upon  the  poor,  for  if  it  were,  he 
thought  the  object  would  be  def- 
troyed,  but  voluntary  ;  and  he 
was  confident  that  it  would  foori  fo 
work  its  way  that  every  man  in 
England  and  Wales  would,  as  in 
Scotland,  feel  it  a  difgrace  not  to 
have  his  children  inftruted.  He 
conceived  the  period  particularly 
favourable  for  this  purpofe,  fince 
within  a  few  years  there  had  been 
difcovered  a  plan  (Mr  Lancafter's) 
for  the  inftrution  of  youth,  which 
was  brought  to  great  perfection, 
happily  combining  rules  by  which 
learning  might  be  obtained  with 
expedition  and  cheapnefs.  The 
next  ftep  was  to  encourage  the 
poor  to  acquire  property ;  for 
when  they  once  felt  the  fatisfactiori 
of  poilefling  fomething  of  their 
Own,  they  ordinarily  fucceeded  be¬ 
yond  expectation.  Advanced  one 
hep  towards  independence,  they 
went  on  to  improve  their  condi¬ 
tion,  and  In  this  clafs  were  to  be 
found  fome  of  the  moil  induftrious, 
frugal,  and  meritorious  members 
of  fociety  ;  but  a  poor  man  would 
often  be  glad  to  put  out  fmalf 
fums  to  intereft,  who  could  not 
make  up  enough  to  induce  a  man 
of  property  to  take  it.  To  obviate 
thefe  inconveniences,  he  wiihed  to 
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eftablifh  a  national  inftitution,  in 
the  nature  of  a  bank,  for  the  ufe 
and  advantage  of  the  labouring 
clafles  alone ;  to  which  any  naan, 
who  fubfifted  principally  or  alone 
by  the  wages  of  his  labour,  might 
remit  any  fum  from  20 s.  upwards, 
but  not  exceeding  20/.  in  any  one 
year,  nor  in  the  whole  more  than 
2©o /.  After  defcribing  the  eco¬ 
nomy  and  regulations  to  be  ob- 
ferved  in  this  bank,  the  honourable 
member  fuggefted  that  an  infurance 
office  for  lives  fhould  be  appointed 
at  the  fame  place,  adapted  to  the 
wants  and  means  of  the  labouring 
orders,  in  order  to  enable  them  to 
provide  for  their  families.  Mr 
Whitbread  then  entered  into  a  nar« 
rative  of  the  law  of  fettlement, 
and  fubmitted,  that  in  addition  tb 
the  means,  by  which  a  fettlement 
might  be  acquired,  that  a  refidence 
as  a  houfeholder  for  five  years  in 
any  parifh,  without  being  charge¬ 
able  to  that  or  any  other  parochial 
diftrhff,  fhould  confer  a  fettlement, 
to  be  forfeited,  however,  if  the 
perfon  fhould  be  convidfed  of  any 
crime,  or  fhould  incur  any  in¬ 
famous  punifhment,  which  reft  fic¬ 
tion  would  preferve  the  morals  of 
the  country.  The  next  point  was 
to  alter  the  eonftitution  and  power 
of  veftries,  and  to  modify  the 
poor’s  rates,  by  equalizing  the 
county  rate  throughout  the  king¬ 
dom,  and  directing,  that  it  fhould 
be  charged  on  every  parifh,  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  'a  defied  property 
ftated  by  the  overfeers,  according 
to  the  returns  propofed  to  be  made 
by  them  at  the  end  of  every  fe- 
venth  year,  in  order  that  fuch  pa- 
rifhes  might  be  relieved  as  were 
raoft  burthened  with  the  poor-rate; 
and  to  empower  the  magiftrates  at 
quarter  leffions  to  bellow  a  reward 
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on  the  labouring  man,  who,  by 
his  own  induftry,  fhould  have 
brought  up  fix  or  more  children 
without  parochial  relief.  It  was 
certain  that  the  claimants  for  fuch 
prizes  would  not  be  too  numerous, 
but  their  merits  would  be  very 
great ;  and  the  reward  to  be  fo 
given  fhould  be  limited  to  fuch  a 
fum  as  would  not  prove  a  general 
burthen.  It  was  notorious,  that 
agricultural  focieties  had  been  ef« 
tabliftied  in  many  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  with  the  molt  beneficial 
effect ;  and  that,  amongfl  other 
of  their  praife  worthy  objedfs, 
had  been  that  of  rewarding  meri¬ 
torious  labourers.  The  Bedford- 
fhire  agricultural  fociety  was  form¬ 
ed  immediately  after  the  preffure 
of  the  fcarce  years,  and  Mr  Whit¬ 
bread  ftated  that  though  he  had  no 
fanguine  expeditions,  that  the 
premiums  offered  to  thofe  who 
fhould  have  brought  up  the  largefl 
families  without  parochial  relief, 
would  ever  be  adjudged,  he  was 
moft  agreeably  difappointed,  by 
witneffing  thefwarmsof  candidate* 
for  the  infpedlion  of  their  certifi¬ 
cates.  He  next  adverted  to  a  cir- 
cumftance,  that  required  the  inter¬ 
ference  of  the  legiflature,  which 
was  that  of  building  cottages,  to 
be  let  at  fair  and  full  rents,  for  as 
the  bulk  of  the  habitations  of  the 
poor  was  the  property  of  indivi¬ 
duals,  who  juftly  expedled  a  rea- 
fonable  profit  for  this  part  of  their 
capital,  it  would  be  unjuft  towards 
them  and  ultimately  injurious  to 
the  poor,  to  let  the  houfes  built  by 
the  parifh  at  lefs  than  the  private 
proprietor  could  afford  take  for  his« 
The  rents  of  cottages  were  fo  low 
as  to  difcourage  any  interefted  man 
from  building  new  ones,  or  even 
from  repairing  thofe  al  ready  ere&ed. 

The- 
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Thediftrefs  for  dwellings  of  this  fpe- 
cies  was  however  great,  and  ought 
to  be  removed.  The  laft  fubjedt 
to  which  Mr  Whitbread  drew  the 
attention  of  the  houfe  was,  the 
mode  of  adminiftering  relief  to  the 
poor.  To  age,  infancy,and  ficknefs, 
he  would  hold  out  the  hand  of  fup- 
port,  protection,  and  care;  but  as 
the  poor  were  to  be  confidered  under 
two  heads,  the  unfortunate  and 
criminal,  after  detailing  various 
means  to  correct  the  latter,  Mr 
Whitbread  profeffed  himfelf  to  be 
an  enemy  to  the  workhoufe  fy  Item; 
and  he  believed  where  it  had  been 
atted  upon,  it  had  almoft  univer- 
fally  increafed  the  burthens  of  the 
poors’  rate  ;  and,  inftead  of  adding 
to  the  comfort  of  the  poor,  or  the 
improvement  of  their  morals,  it 
had  furnifhed  feminaries  of  idle- 
nefs  and  vice.  It  would  be  well 
to  enquire  whether  it  had  anfwered 
any  one  of  its  objects.  By  the  re¬ 
turns  of  the  year  1803,  it  was 
proved  that  the  number  of  perfons 
maintained  in  workhoufes,  and 
fioufesof  induftry,  in  that  year  was 
83,468  ;  and  the  expenfe  of  their 
fubfiftance  was  1,105,445/.  or 
12/.  3*.  6d.  each ;  that  their  earn¬ 
ings  accounted  for  to  the  parilh 
were  at  the  rate  of  17*.  oj d.  each; 
that  the  number  of  poor  perma¬ 
nently  relieved  at  their  own  dwel¬ 
lings  was  651,347,  at  an  expenfe 
of  rather  lefs  than  4./.  6s.  4 d.  each. 
The  inference  was  obvious,  that  the 
latter  plan  was  lefs  burthenfome. 
The  fad  was,  that  the  frugal  poor 
made  their  money  go  much  farther, 
than  any  other  management  could 
do  for  them.  He  therefore  pro- 
pofed  to  repeal  fo  much  of  the  ad 
of  Geo.  I.  as  prefcribed  the  refu- 
fal  of  relief  to  any,  but  fuch  as 
C©nfented  to  enter  a  workhoufe. 


He  would  farther  remedy  6ne  great 
grievance  that  prevailed,  the  cu£* 
tom  of  depriving  a  man  of  every 
worldly  poffeffion  before  relief  was 
adminiftered ;  and  he  fubmittetl 
that  in  cafe  of  licknefs,  or  other 
great  emergency,  the  polTeffion  of 
furniture,  tools,  and  live  ftock,  to 
the  value  of  30/.  and  a  cottage, 
not  exceeding  the  annual  value  of 
5/.  Ihould  not  preclude  a  man  from 
having  affiftance.  Thus  a  man, 
who,  as  the  law  now  Hood,  mull  by 
the  acceptance  of  the  moft  trifling 
relief  be  overwhelmed,  would  be 
enabled  to  get  afloat  again  in  the 
world,  and  to  recover  his  indepen¬ 
dence,  when  the  vilitation  was  at 
an  end.  The  honourable  member 
would  empower  overfeers  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  prefent  poor-houfes,  build 
others,  or  hire  them  for  the  recep¬ 
tion  of  the  helplefs,  aged,  infirm, 
or  lick.  With  refped  to  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  the  able  bodied  poor, 
he  would  propofe  that  the  overfeer 
Ihould  contract  with  any  other 
perfon  for  the  labour  of  the  appli¬ 
cant  in  his  own,  or  any  other  pa- 
rifh  within  a  certain  diftance  ;  or 
make  him  ufeful  in  repairing  the 
highway,  in  cleaning  the  ftreets, 
or  any  other  work  of  the  parifh, 
keeping  the  wages  of  perfons  fo 
employed  below  the  rate  of  wages 
in  the  parilh,  by  way  of  creating  a 
ftimulus  to  the  pauper  to  obtain 
work  for  himfelf ;  an  extenfion  of 
courfe  to  be  given  in  proportion  to 
the  fize  of  the  labourer’s  family ;  and 
the  applicant,  upon  declining  to  do 
the  work  affigned,  to  be  punilhable 
for  fuch  refufal.  Mr  Whitbread 
having  finilhed  what  he  meant  t» 
offer  to  the  houfe,  wilhed  that  the 
bill,  which  he  Ihould  introduce, 
might  be  read  a  firft  and  fecond 
time,  and  committed  fro  forma , 

that 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  .  [i  is 

that  it  might  then  be  printed  and  would  give  the  perfons  in  queftion 
generally  circulated,  and  that  after  ideas  above  their  condition  in  life, 
the  quarter  feflions  it  might  be  and  therefore  render  them  unhappy* 
taken  into  further  coniideration.  .  The  great  expence  of  e renting 
Mr.  Whitbread  received  many  fchools  in  the  different  parifhes 
compliments,  for  the  pains  he  had  was  alfo  vehemently  objedled  to* 
taken  in  inveftigating  this  intereft-  The  meafure  was  fir  ft  impeded 
ing  fubjeft,  and  for  the  patriotifm  by  the  diflblution  of  parliament, 
and  benevolence  of  his  motives  in  It  was  renewed  by  Mr.  Whit¬ 
bringing  it  before  the  legiflature ;  bread  after  the  general  ele&ion, 

but  great  doubts  were  exprefled  and  palfed  through  the  houfe  of 
that  the  educationof  the  poor  would  commons  with  confiderable  oppo- 
be  productive  of  that  benefit,  fttion.  The  members  who  were 
which  he  fo  fanguinely  expedfted  adverfe  to  it  were,  Mr.  Morris, 
from  it.  In  confequence  of  the  Mr.  Shaw  Le  Fevre,  Mr.  Davies 
recommendation  of  feveral  members  Giddy,  Mr;  Windham,  and  man^ 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  he  fub-  others.  It  feemed  to  be  held  by 
fequently  divided  his  bill  into  four.  the  houfe  in  general  as  a  topic  of 
The  moft  important  of  them,  that  fuch  magnitude,  that  Mr.  Whit- 
for  the  inftruftion  of  the  labouring  bread  was  urgently  requefted  to 
claffes,  was  ftrongly  combated  in  defer  it  till  another  year  ;  in  order 
its  initiatory  ftages.  It  was  ar-  to  give-the  parliament  and  the  pub-* 
gued  that  if  the  lower  orders  of  lie  time  to  make  up  their  minds  on 
the  people  were  educated  in  the  the  principle  of  it,  and  the  difficut- 
manner  propofed,  it  would  de-  ties  attending  it.  He  perfevered 
prive  the  country  of  agricultural,  however  in  having  it.fent  to  the 
labourers,  fince  none  could.be  ex-  lords,  where  it  was  re je died  on  the 
peded  to  follow  the  plough  who  nth  of  Auguft,  on  the  motion  of 
were  able,  to  read  and  write,,  and  Lord  Hawkefbury  to  confider  it 
who  underftood  the  elements  of  on  that  day  three  months, 
arithmetic  j  that  at  any  rate  if, 
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A  Bill  brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Beers  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade • 
It  is  fupported  by  the  Dukes  of  Ghucejier  and  Norfolk  ;  the  Earls  of 
Selkirk ,  Rofslyn ,  Moira,  Carnarvon,  Stanhope ,  Lauderdale  and  Suffolk  * 
and  Lords  Holland ,  King ,  Erfkine ,  and  Northefk ,  with  the  bi/hops  of  Lon¬ 
don  and  Durham.  Lord  SidmoutJds  Plan  for  the  gradual  fuppreffion  of 
the  Trade .  The  Bill  is  ref  fled  by  the  duke  of  Clarence;  the  earls  of 
IV eft  mor eland  and  Saint  Vincent  ;  and  lords  Hawkfbury,  Redefdale  and 
Eldon .  After  a  ftrong  oppoftion  in  every  Stage ,  at  is  read  a  third  time 
and  fent  down  to  the  Commons .  Various  Petitions  .againft  the  Bill  pre « 
fented  to  the  Lovaer  Houfe  ;  and  Counfel  are  heard  on  behalf  of  the  Mer » 
chants  of  Jamaica,  &c.  Several  tong  difcufjions  take  place  in  the  progrefs 
of  the  meafure ,  which  is  advocated  by  Lord  Howie k,  Mr.  Lufhington,  Mr, 
Vol,  XLIX.  or  Vol,  VII,  New  Seris?.  [//]  Fawkes ^ 
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F attunes,  'Lord  Mahon,  Sir  John  Doyle,  the  Solicitor  General ,  Mr.  Can* 
King,  Mr.  Perceval,  Lord  Henry  Petty,  Mr.  Whitbread,  Mr.  Sheridan , 
Mr.  Henry  Thornton,  and  Mr.  Wilberforce.  Sentiments  on  the  Bufnefs  ex- 
p  re  Jed  by  Mr.  Baihurji  and  Mr.  Hiley  Addington.  The  principle  of  the 
Bill  cppofed  by  General  Gafcoigne,  Mr.  Hibbert,  Sir  Charles  Pole,  Mr « 
Hugh  an,  Mr.  Anthony  Brown,  Mr.  Barham,  Lord  CcjUereagh ,  Mr.  Fuller , 
and  Mr.  Windham.  The  Bill  is  at  length  read  a  third  time,  and  pajfed 
without  a  dm  if  on.  F.arl  Percy  males  a  Motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  for  the  gradual  abolition  of  Slavery  ;  but  the  Queflion  is  difpofed  of  by 
an  adjournment ,  and  is  not  rene  wed .  Mr.  Robfon’s  Motion  rf peeling  the 
Barrack  Department  negatived.  Lord  Grenville’ s  Plan  for  regulating 
the  Adminf  ration  of  Jujlice  in  Scotland,  and  for  the  more  fpeedy  dec  f  on  of 
Scotch  Appeals .  Various  debates  thereon.  Fate  of  the  propoftion. 


VERY  early  in  the  feffi on,  a 
bill  was  brought  into  the 
houfe  of  peers,  for  the  abolition  of 
the  fiave  trade.  After  feveral 
poftponements,  the  meafure  was 
firft  debated  on  the  fecond  reading 
of  the  bill,  when  the  propriety  of  it 
was  warmly  contefted  ;  and  equal 
oppofltion  was  (hewn  to  it  in  every 
ftage  of  its  progrefs  through  the 
houfe.  Lord  Grenville  refted  the 
neceflity  of  putting  an  end  to  this 
execrable  commerce  chiefly  on  the 
juftice  of  the  proceeding  ;  for  if  it 
had  been  a  mere  queflion  of  human¬ 
ity,  he  admitted,  that  it  might 
then  have  become  a  conflderation 
hoyr  far  that  humanity  fhould  be 
extended  or  circumfcrihed.  The 
noble  lord  maintained,  that  if  it 
were  attempted  to  prove  that  the 
prefent  number  of  negroes  could 
rot  be  kept  up  by  propagation, 
the  law  of  nature  muft  be  held  uni- 
verfally  operative,  except  in  the 
Weft  Indies  ;  and  his  lordfhip,  by 
a  feries  of  arithmetical  ftatements 
Showed,  that  the  exifting  {lock  of 
negroes  was  able  to  renew  and 
fupport  its  numbers.  He  argued 
that  the  continuance  of  the  trade  in 
queflion  would  ultimately  ruin  the 
planters  in  the  feveral  illands  ^  *  for 


as  they  could  not  now  find  a  market 
for  their  produce,  if  more  lands 
were  cultivated,  they  would  be 
the  more  diftrefied,  in  proportion 
as  the  markets  were  too  abundant¬ 
ly  filled  with  commodities ;  but 
even  if  it  were  defirable  to  bring 
into  fertility  the  wafte  lands  of 
Jamaica  and  Trinidad,  the  flave 
trade  muft  be  continued  for  two  or 
three  centuries  longer,  and  it 
would  take  a  million  of  thofe  un¬ 
fortunate  beings  imported  from 
Africa  for  the  ufe  of  each  ifland. 
Was  fuch  a  mafs  of  human  mifery 
to  be  produced,  not  to  prevent  lofs, 
but  create  gain  ?  It  was  only  by 
the  abolition  of  this  abominable 
traffic  that  the  horrors,  which  had 
taken  place  at  Saint  Domingo, 
were  to  be  averted  from  our  own 
iftands.  We  muft  not  think  that 
any  regulations  in  our  colonies 
would  gradually  tend  to  extinguifh 
the  trade  5  the  trade  muft  be  ex- 
tinguilhed  with  a  view  to  regula¬ 
tions  ;  for  whenever  they  had  been 
attempted,  they  were  received  by 
the  aflemblies  of  the  iflands  with 
infult,  and  in  fome  inftances  great¬ 
er  barbarities  had  been  pra&ifed 
towards  the  Haves.  At  Barbadoes 
the  legiflature  had  adopted  the 
°  £OU ffe 
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^ourfe  which  juftice  pointed  out, 
and  had  affixed  the  proper  punifh- 
ment  td  the  murder  of  a  Have  ; 
ftill  as  the  evidence  of  a  fiave  was 
not  to  be  taken  againft  a  white 
man,  there  was  given  to  the  maf- 
ter  an  opportunity  of  tyranny. 
It  had  been  contended  in  fupport 
of  the  trade,  that  if  we  did  not 
take  away  the  individuals,  who 
were  the  objeds  of  it,  from  Africa, 
they  would  be  put  to  death  either 
as  prifoners  taken  in  war,  or  for 
witchcraft,  or  other  crimes;  but 
evidence  had  proved  the  afferti-on 
to  be  falfe.  By  conniving  at  the 
prefen t  injurious  fyftem,  we  were 
guilty  of  keeping  Africa  in  a  ftate 
of  barbarifm  and  defolation.  It 
was  found  that  the  interior  of  that 
country  was  comparatively  popu¬ 
lous  and  civilized ;  but  on  the 
coaft  mifery  prevailed,  in  confe¬ 
rence  of  the  enormities  which 
were  there  praclifed,  from  the  fu- 
perior  facilities  of  conveying  away 
the  natives.  It  had  been  advanced, 
that  we  fhould  not  fupprefs  the 
trade,  unlefs  other  powers  agreed 
•to  do  the  fame  ;  as  well  might  it 
he  fa  id  chat  a  man  would  be  jufti- 
fied  in  robbing  or  murdering  anoth¬ 
er,  becaufe  if  be  did  not,  others 
would  perpetrate  afts  fo  det  eft  able. 
That  argument,  however,  bad  as  it 
was,  failed  on  its  own  grounds. 
The  united  fta-tes  ©f  America, 
who  fixed  the  period  of  the  aboli¬ 
tion  to  take  place  in  a  808,  had 
anticipated  the  time.  With  ref- 
ped  to  the  European  powers,  how 
were  France  and  Spain  to  carry  on 
.the  trade  ?  Sweden  .never  engaged 
in  it.  There  remained  only  Por¬ 
tugal,  and  how  was  (he  to  profecute 
it  ?  Where  was  Portugal  to  find 
capital  to  carry  it  on  ?  It  was  to 
pwn  iftands,  that  the  commerce 
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was  to  be  prohibited ;  to  the  French 
iflands,  which  we  blocked  up ;  and 
to  the  Spanifh  iflands,  where  we 
could  prevent  it.  Another  objedion 
was,  that  the  roeafuredid  nut  come 
up  to  the  refoiutioa  paffed  in  the 
laft  feffion  of  parliament,  and  that 
iniead  of  the  abolition  of  the  Afri¬ 
can  Have  trade,  we  fhould  only 
deftrey  the  Englifh.  traffic  ;  but  it 
was,  no  reafon,  becaufe  we  could 
not  effed  all  the  good  that  might 
be  done,  that  therefore  we  were 
not  to  achieve  a  partial  advantage. 
Lord  Grenville  was  powerfully 
fupported  by  the  duke  of  Glouces¬ 
ter,  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  the  earls 
of  Selkirk,  Rofslyn,  Moira,  Car« 
narvon,  Stanhope,  Lauderdale,  and 
Suffolk,  lords  Northefk,  King, 
Holland,  and  Erfkine,  with  the 
bifhops  of  London  and  Durham. 

Their  arguments  for  the  bill 
were,  the  futility  of  maintaining 
that  the  trade  was  a  nurfery  for 
feamen  ;  for  in  fad  only  one  half 
of  the  crews  engaged  in  any  one 
voyage  returned  to  the  country, 
the  reft  dying  in  the  fervice ;  that 
after  the  abolition,  the  planters 
would  naturally  look  to  moderate 
profits,  and  a  progreffi.ve  increafe  of 
the  negroes  on  their  eftates,;  where¬ 
as  the  thirft  of  immediate  gain* 
and  the  opportunity  of  fpeedily 
fuppiying  a  deficiency  of  labourers, 
were,  under  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances,  a  ftrong  incentive  to  over¬ 
work  the  negroes,  and  confequently 
to  curtail  the  population. 

The  peers  who  oppofed  the  bill 
were,  the  duke  of  Clarence,  the 
earls  of  Weftmoreiand  and  Saint 
Vincent,  the  lords  Hawkefbury, 
Redefdale  and  Eldon.  They  con¬ 
tended,  that  the  fuppreffion  of  the 
Englifh  commerce  would  only  have 
the  effi’ft  of  transferring  Bntifh. 
2J  capital 
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capital  to  other  countries,  which 
•would  not  be  difpofed  to  abandon 
fo  produftive  a  branch  of  trade  ; 
and  jthat  the  real  queftion  was  not,  . 
how  far  we  ought  to  exert  our- 
felves  to  put  an  end  to  praftices 
of  the  nature  complained  of,  but 
how  far  any  thing  that  was  in  our 
power  was  capable  of  effecting. that 
purpofe.  Portugal,  for  inftance, 
had  no  other  means  of  working 
her  mines  than  by  the  employment  , 
of  flaves ;  and  could  we  fuppofe 
fhe  would  give  up  thofe  means  ? 
It  was  affirmed,  that  there  was  no 
foundation  for  the  charge  brought 
again!!  the  planters,  of  ill  treating 
the  flaves ;  and  that  the  Weft  In¬ 
dies  formed  a  pcrfeft  paradife  to 
the  Haves,  in  comparifon  with  their 
tiative  country  ;  and  it  was  re¬ 
marked  that  neither  Mjr  Locke, 
lord  Somers,  nor  other  eminent 
men  thought  it  politic  to  oppofe 
the  principle  of  Havery  in  the 
Weft  India  fcttlements.  It  was 
replied  that  arguments,  refpediing 
the  opinions  of  former  legiHators 
and  ftatesmen,  would  put  a  flop  to 
all  improvement.  It  might  as 
well  be  faid  that  the  reformation 
was  unneceflary,  becaufe  it  would 
not  be  eafy  to  find  men  more  emi¬ 
nent  for  wifdom  and  talents  than 
fir  Thomas  More  and  Erafmus. 
It  was  in  vain,  therefore,  to  juftify 
the  Have  trade,  by  the  authority  of 
thofe  whofe  attention  had  never 
been  called  to  its  enormity.  No 
body  could  believe  that  the  ftate 
of  a  negro  in  the-  Weft  Indies  was 
fuch  as  to  lead  him  to  prefer  it 
even  to  Havery  in  Africa  ;  and  it 
was  abfurd  to  think  fo,  conlidering 
the  new  kind  of  labour  to  which  he 
was  condemned,  when  he  had  never 
been  accuftomed  to  fuch  habits, 
and  when  he  muft  be  torn  from  his 
(country  and  connexions.  Several 


inftances  were  detailed  of  wanto» 
cruelty  praftifed  upon  the  negroes 
by  their  mailers,  who  feemed 
to  be  fcarcely  under  the  control 
of  any  law  with  regard  .to  their 
conduft.  In  the  committee,  lord 
Hawkefbury  fubmitted  an  amend¬ 
ment  in  the  preamble  of  the  bill, 
which  fhould  place  the  abolition 
of  the  trade  on  the  expediency, 
and  not  on  the  ((  injuftice  and  in¬ 
humanity”  of  it  ;  in  order  that  the 
Haves  in  the  Weft  Indies  might  not 
draw  any  ill-founded  conclufions, 
as  to  their  emancipation,  from 
this  aft  of  the  legiHarure  ;  but  it 
was  refilled,  becaufe  the  motion 
would  take  away  the  only  ground, 
upon  which  we  could  aik  other 
powers  to  co-operate  in  the  fup- 
preflion  of  the  trade.  It  was 
obferved,  that  if  we  declared 
that  we  aboliftied  the  trade  on 
the  ground  of  expediency  alone, 
then  it  might  be  fairly  fuppofed 
that  we  did  fo  for  reafons  peculiar¬ 
ly  applicable  to  ourfelves.  Lord 
Lauderdale  related  that  he  was 
told  by  the  French  minifter,  when 
fpeakingon  this  fubjeft,  that  Eng¬ 
land,  with  her  colonies  well  flocked 
with  negroes,  and  affording  a  large 
produce,  might  abandon  the  trade 
without  inconvenience  ;  but  that 
prance,  with  her  colonies  ill  flocked 
and  deficient  ip  produce,  could  not 
abolifh  it  without  conceding  to 
us  the  greateft  advantages,  and 
fuftaining  a  proportionate  lofs. 
Lord  Holland  faid,  that  as  to  the 
argument  condemning  the  intro- 
duftion  of  abftraft  principles  into 
legiftafion,  what  did  our  bill  of 
rights  contain  but  abftraft  prin¬ 
ciples  ?  and  in  refpeft  to  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  confounding  emancipation 
with  fuppreftlon,  no  peril  had  re- 
fulted  in  America  from  abolifhing 
the  trade,  and  continuing  fiavery. 

The 
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Thelamendment  was  confequently 
loft  ;  and  before  the  bill  was  read 
a  third  time,  lord  Weftmorelatid 
©bferved,  that  he  was  at  a  lofs  to 
ainderftand  upon  what  principle  of 
logic  it  was  to  be  proved,  that  if 
the  Have  trade  was  contrary  to 
•juftice  and  humanity,  it  was  not 
alfo  contrary-  to  juftice  and  huma¬ 
nity  to  keep  the  negroes,  who  had 
been  procured  by  means  of  the 
trade,  in  a  Hate  of  perpetual  fla- 
<very.  He  was  not  fo  mad  as  to 
think  that  liberty  ought  to  be 
;given  to  the  flakes  in  the  Weft 
•Indies  ;  but  he  averred,  that  upon 
the  principles,  on  which  the  aboli¬ 
tion  was  founded,  the  Haves  ought 
alfo  to  be  emancipated.  To  this 
•cbje&ion  lord  Grenville  replied, 
that  it  gave  him  fatisfadlion  to  find 
-the  opponents  of  the  proceeding 
nearly  reduced  to  one  argument, 
-which  was,  that  it  did  not  extend 
to  the  emancipation  of  the  Haves 
on  the  i Hands  ;  but  to  apply  the 
•  fame  meafure  of  j  uftice  and  humani¬ 
ty  to  both  cafes  refolved  i tfelf  into 
.this;  in  abolilhing  the  trade  we 

-  did  juftice  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Africa,  who  were  the  parties  ag¬ 
grieved  ;  but  in  giving  liberty  to 

t  the  Haves  on  the  iflands,  we  fiiould 
do  the  greateft  injuftice  to  them,  by 
i  conferring  on  them  that  which 
they  would  not  know  how  to  ufe, 

-  and  which  would  only  be  produc¬ 
tive  of  injury  to  them.  That  li- 

-  berty,  the  bleflings  of  which  we 
were  enabled  properly  to  eftimate, 
would  be  to  them,  in  their  ftate  of 
ignorance  and  barbarifm,  a  poifon 

v©f  the  moft  baleful  nature. 

Lord  Sidmouth  took  a  totally 
different  and  independent  line  of 
argument.  He  had  no  objection 
to  the  meafure  itfelf,  if  it  could  be 
flceomplifhed  without  detriment  to 


the  WeftTndia  iflands ;  but  this  he 
did  not  think  poffible  under  exifU 
ing  circumftances.  Inftead  there¬ 
fore  of  abolition  at  prefent,  he  fug- 
gefted  that  the  beft  plan  would  be 
to  throw  certain  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  the  trade,  which  might 
finally,  and  perhaps  at  ho  diftant 
period,  operate  as  a  bar  to  it  alto¬ 
gether.  For  this  purpofe,  he  wifh- 
ed  a  tax  to  be  laid  on  every  Have 
imported  into  any  of  the  iflancls, 
gradually  raifing  the  impoft,  till 
the  merchants  fhould  of  themfelves 
give  up  the  traffic.  He  alfo  re¬ 
commended  the  advice  of  Mr.  Burke 
to  be  adopted,  that  churches  fhould 
(be  built  for  the  negroes  in  the  fet-* 
elements,  and  that  they  fnould  be 
inftruded  in  the  morality  and  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  Chriftian  religion  ;  he 
would  alfo  have  them  united  by 
the  ties  of  matrimony,  as  the  firft 
rftep  towards  civilising  them  and 
improving  their  condition.  With 
thefe  advantages,  and  the  bleffing 
-of  being  protected  by  our  laws, 
he  thought,  that  the  time  would 
arrive  for  emancipating  them. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  difcuflion,  it 
had  been  infinuated  that  this  mea- 
fare  was  to  be  attributed  to  the 
mere  feelings  of  enthuflafm  ;  but  it 
was  anfwered  in  this  debate,  that 
mere  enthufiafm  was  not  calculated 
to  laft  for  twenty  years,  during 
which  period  the  bufinefs  had  been 
under  examination.  The  time  fox 
the  abolition  was  fixed  for  the 
ift  of  the  enfuing  May,  with  a 
provifo  allowing  veffels  employed 
in  the  trade,  which  had  cleared  out 
of  the  ports  of  this  country  fpr 
Africa  previoufiy  to  that  day,  to 
complete  their  cargoes  and  trade 
with  them  to  the  Weft  Indies  until 
the  ift  of  January  1808,  at  which 
period  the  trade  was  to  be  finally 
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abolifned ;  and  it  was  alfo  agreed 
to  introduce  words,  excepting  from 
the  operation  of  the-bill  thofe  cafes, 
where  the  voyage  to  the  Weft  In¬ 
dies  could  not  be  completed  within 
the  time  limited, on  account  of  cap¬ 
ture,  the  lofs  of  a  veffel,  or  other 
tma voidable  accident,  the  proof  of 
which  was  to  lie  with  the  merchant. 
The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time 
and  fent  down  to  the  commons. 

Several  petitions  were  prefented 
to  the  lower  houfe  againft  the  bill, 
particularly  on  the  part  of  perfons, 
who  had  embarked  their  property 
in  the  ifland  of  Trinidad ;  on  the 
part  of  the  planters,  merchants, 
mortgagees,  annuitants  and  others., 
intereftedin  the  Britilh  Weft  India 
colonies  ;  and  from  feveral  private 
individuals  concerned  in  the  bufr- 
nefs.  Counfel  were  alf©  heard 
againft  the  meafure  for  the  mer¬ 
chants  and  planters  of  Jamaica, 
thofe  of  Trinidad,  for  the  mer¬ 
chants  of  London  trading  to  Africa, 
and  for  the  corporation  of  Liver¬ 
pool,  After  thefe  gentlemen  had 
pleaded,  they  each  wifhed  to  exa¬ 
mine  evidence  5  but  their  defire 
was  relifted  by  Lord  Howick,  on 
the  ground  that  they  had  ftated 
nothing  new,  except  one  point, 
the  relative  fituation  of  Saint  Do¬ 
mingo  and  Jamaica,  which  was 
mere  matter  of  opinion.  The  firft 
grand  difcullion  in  the  commons 
occurred  on  the  23d  of  February, 
when  the  order  of  the  day  was 
read,  for  refuming  the  debate  on 
the  queftion  for  going  into  a  com¬ 
mittee.  Lord  Howick  opened  the 
feufinefs.  He  faid,  that  it  was  uni- 
verfaily  admitted  by  alldefcriptions 
©f  perfons  that  the  Have  trade,  fo 
far  as  it  regarded  Africa,  was  unjuft 
and  impolitic,  founded  in  robbery 
and  murder,  and  affording  an  in¬ 


centive  to  the  worft  paffions  and 
crimes.  He  was  therefore  relieved 
from  proving  that  part  of  the  cafe. 
He  was  alfo. relieved  from  demon, 
ftratino;  the  evils  of  the  middle 
paffage.  This  traffic  was  faid  t© 
be  fupported  by  fandlion  of  fcrip- 
ture,  but  to-  that  obfervation  he 
(hould  reply  in  one  fentence,  that 
it  was  contrary  to  the  fundamental 
principles  of  ehriftianity,  and  irre¬ 
concilable  with  that  fummary  of 
the  Chriftian  duty,  c‘  to  do  unto 
others  as  you  would  they  fhould 
do  unto  you.1’  The  noble  lord 
entered  into  a  comparative  ftate- 
ment  of  the  amount  of  the  tonnage 
engaged  in  the  trade  to  Africa, 
and  in  the  general  export  trade  of 
the  country,  not  including  the  ex¬ 
port  trade  from  Ireland  and  the 
coafting  trade  ;  from  which  it  apT 
peared,  that  in  the  year  1805 
African  tonnage  was  not  quite^ 
1 -5 2d  part  of  the  whole  export 
tonnage,  and  the  feamen  employed 
not  quite  1.23d  part  of  the  feamen- 
in  the  general  trade.  He  wilhed 
gentlemen  to  confider,  therefore, 
whether  in  the  flourilhing  ftate  of 
our  commerce,  employment  would 
not  be  found  for  this  fhipping,  if 
not  embarked  in  this  traffic.  Th« 
noble  lord  then  {bowed,  by  a  fimi- 
lar  comparifon,  that  the  proportion 
of  the  capital  embarked  in  the  Afri¬ 
can  trade  was,  on  the  average  of 
ten  years  preceding  the  year  1S00, 
one  24th  part  of  the  whole  capital 
of  the  export  trade.  That  capital, 
he  faid,  muft  be  reduced  to  a  ftill 
lower  proportion,  by  the  powers  of 
the  flave  carrying  bill,  and  the 
bills  which  prohibited  the  importa¬ 
tion  of  Daves  into  colonies  conquer-, 
ed  from  the  enemy.  What  now 
remained  was  only  a  remnant  of  the 
trade  for  the  fupply  of  the  old  Bri- 
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tiftt  colonies.  The  meafures  he  had 
alluded  to  had  reduced  that  capi¬ 
tal  4~7ths  ;  fo  that  there  continued 
in  the  trade  a  capital,  which  was 
not  more  perhaps  than  i-8oth  of  the 
whole  export  capital.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  (laves  yearly  imported  was 
but  15,000,  which  gave  a  capital 
of  250,000/.  The  value  of  the 
whole  of  the  exports  of  the  country 
was  in  1805  fifty-five  millions  ; 
fo  that  affuming  the  capital  in 
flaves  at  double  what  he  had  dated, 
or  500,000/,  it  would  be  but 
i-iioth  part  of  the  whole  export 
capital.  It  had  been  dated  that 
the  meafure  would  ruin  Liverpool, 
and  caufe  the  lofs  of  the  whole  of 
its  revenue  from  dock  duties, 
which  revenue  however  was  rec¬ 
koned  at  only  5000/.  To  (how 
the  fallacy  of  this  aflertibn,  he 
would  appeal  to  certain  fafts  con¬ 
tained  in  the  accounts  upon  the 
table.  In  1772  this  country  em¬ 
ployed  175  (hips  in  the  African 
trade,  of  which  100  were  from 
Li  verpool ;  the  number  of  veflels 
in  this  trade  was  reduced  in  1779 
to  twenty-eight,  of  which  eleven 
were  from  Liverpool.  In  the 
firft  year  the  dock  duties  produced 
but  4552/,  ;  whereas  in  the  latter 
they  had  produced  4957/.  a  fatif- 
fa&ory  proof  that  the  dock  duties 
did  not  depend  upon  the  (lave  trade. 
Lord  Howick  then  went  into 
nearly  the  fame  calculations,  as 
were  ufed  by  lord  Grenville,  to 
demonftrate  that  the  trade  was 
far  from  a  nurfery  of  feamen  for 
the  Britifh  navy,  and  that  the  po¬ 
pulation  of  the  ifiands  could  be 
jtept  up  without  a  further  fupply  ; 
and  obferved  that  the  mortality 
was  always  in  the  greateft  propor¬ 
tion  amongft  the  newly  imported 
(laves.  Two  principal  caufes  were 
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affigned  3s  prejudicial  to  tire  in. 
creafe  of  numbers  in  the  Weft  In¬ 
dies  :  the  difproportion  between 
the  fexes,  and  the  promifeuous  in- 
tercourfe  between  them ;  the  re¬ 
medy  for  thofe  evils  lay  with  the 
planters  themfelves,  who  had  had 
full  warning  on  the  fubjedl.  There 
were  however  other  caufes  that 
checked  population  :  bad  food,  fe- 
vere  treatment,  and  the  want  of 
proper  accommodation;  but  the 
fuppreffion  of  the  trade  would  re¬ 
move  thefe  caufes.  To  evince  that 
bad  treatment  and  fe verity  dimi- 
niftied  the  ufefulnefs  of  the  negro, 
he  mentioned  the  fa&  that  a  negro, 
in  cultivating  the  piece  of  ground 
given  to  himfdf,  did  more  in  half 
a  day,  than  he  would  in  a  whole 
one,  under  the  lafn  of  an  unfeeling 
overfeer.  The  argument  was  pe¬ 
culiarly  ftriking  when  applied  to 
the  female  fex,  who  were  often 
employed,  fo  as  to  deftroy  the 
child  before  it  was  born  ;  or  fo  as 
to  prevent  its  being  brought  up. 
A  proper  care  and  attention,  he 
was  perfuaded,  would  produce  a 
rapid  increafe.  The  preamble  to 
the  bill  was  particularly  complain¬ 
ed  of,  becaufe  it  declared  that  the 
traffic  in  flaves  was  contrary  to 
humanity  and  juftice;  but  was  it 
neceflary  to  tell  the  negro,  who. 
was  torn  from  his  native  land,  his 
wife,  his  children,  his  friends,  that 
the  a<5t  of  violence  which  fevered 
him  from  all  his  former  endear¬ 
ments  in  life  was  contrary  to  hu¬ 
manity  ?  Was  it  not  however  no¬ 
torious,  that  there  had  never  been 
fo  few  infurreelions  amongft  the 
negroes,  as  at  the  very  time  they 
knew  that  the  abolition  of  this  in¬ 
famous  traffic  was  under  difeuffion  ? 
It  had  been  argued,  that  the  want 
of  a  frefti  fupply  would  impofe  sd. 
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ditional  labour  upon  the  old  flaves 
already  in  the  iflands.  He  was 
Far  From  thinking  that  confequence 
would  follow  ;  for  it  vvas  well 
known  that  the  newly  imported 
negroes  were  not  calculated,  at 
leail  for  a  length  of  time,  to  dimi- 
niffi  the  labours  of  thofe,  who  were 
.actually  employed  in  clearing  and 
cultivating  the  new  grounds. 
With  refpeft  to  the  fecurity  of 
the  iflands,  the  danger  did  not 
arife  from  thofe  negroes  who  had 
Jong  been  fettled  in  them,  and 
ufed  to  their  mailers,  but  from 
thofe  who  had  been  frefhly  im¬ 
ported,  and  were  fmarting  under 
recent  wrongs.  It  was  proved  by 
experience  and  fa  ft,  that  in  thofe 
iflands,  where  there  was  no  regular 
fupply  of  frelh  negroes,  infurrec- 
tions  never  took  place.  In  Suri¬ 
nam,  when  it  was  a  Dutch  colony, 
the  mailers  made  ufe  ,of  the  moll 
rigorous  treatment  to  their  flaves, 
and  there  infurreftions  broke  out ; 
whereas,  where  the  negroes  had 
^received  kindnefs,  they  had  even 
?protefted  their  mailers  when  threat¬ 
ened  with  an  attack.  It  had  alfo 
been  objected  that  this  proceeding 
would  tend  to  dim  in  ilh  the  num¬ 
bers  of  white  people  on  the  iflands, 
,§nd  difcourage  thofe  who  went  out 
from  this  country  as  book-keepers 
and  overfeers,  with  the  hope  of 
procuring  plantations  and  making 
fortunes ;  but  there  were  other 
modes  of  employment  to  encourage 
fet tlement  in  the  colonies,  as  black- 
fmiths,  coopers,  and  various  crafts¬ 
men.  His  lordfhip  trulled,  that 
by  the  proceeding  which  he  recom¬ 
mended,  the  blacks  would  become 
more  attached  to  their  malters  and 
the  foil,  and  that  11  a  very  would 
gradually  wear  out,  without  the 
intervention  of  an  aft  of  parlia¬ 


ment;  but  it  mull  not  be  fuddenly 
effefted,  both  on  the  principle  of 
jullice  to  the  planters  as  well  as  to 
the  flaves.  It  had  been  obferved, 
that  if  we  abandoned  this  trade, 
other  nations  would  take  it  up. 
The  fame  objeftion  might  be  urged 
by  thofe  nations,  and  thus  the  ar¬ 
gument  proceeded  in  a  circle,  with¬ 
out  coming  to  any  conclulion.  At 
all  events,  this  appeared  the  moll 
proper  moment  for  elfefting  the  fa- 
lutary  meafure  in  quellion.  The 
the  trade  of  France  and  Holland  was 
nearly  annihilated.  Denmark  and 
America  had  already  abolifhed  the 
Have  trade.  Portugal  alone  conti¬ 
nued  it,  but  her  commerce  was  not 
one  fixth  part  of  ours ;  and  we  might 
hope,  when  Ihe  faw  that  other  na¬ 
tions  had  abandoned  it,  that  Ihe  alfo 
would  relinquilh  it. 

Several  very  brilliant  fpeeches 
were  made  on  the  fame  lide  of  the 
quellion.  The  members  who  thus 
dillinguilhed  themfel'.ves  were,  Mr. 
Lulhington,  Mr. Fawkes,  and  lord 
Mahon,  fir  John  Doyle/  and  the 
folicitor  general.  Mr.  Rofcoe  ob¬ 
ferved  that  he  remembered  the  ref- 
triftion  bill  was  as  much  oppofed, 
as  the  prefent  meafure  of  total  abo¬ 
lition  ;  and  yet  the  houfe  had  heard 
from  counfel  at  the  bar  the  other 
night,  that,  thofe  rellriftions  had 
been  productive  of  eflential  benefits. 
He  had  been  doubtful  if  the  gra¬ 
dual  fuppreflion  of  the  trade  would 
not  be  preferable  to  any  fudden  in¬ 
terruption  of  it ;  not  indeed  for 
the  fake  of  thofe  whofe  fortunes, 
whether  as  merchants  or  planters, 
were  involved  in  it ;  but  for  the 
fake  of  the  immediate  objefts  of  it. 
He  bad  been  fearful  when  thefe 
were  brought  to  the  coall,  and  no 
market  was  found,  they  might  be 
maflacred  on  the  fivores  of  the 
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■country.  Feeling  this  apprehen¬ 
sion,  he  had  enquired  what  would 
be  the  time  neceffary  to  apprife  the 
native  Have  merchants  and  prevent 
this  calamity,  and  he  was  told, 
that  a  notice  of  fix  or  nine  months 
was  competent  for  the  purpofe. 
The  time,  therefore,  mentioned  in 
the  bill,  would  be  fufficient  in  Af¬ 
rica  ;  and  in  the  Weft  Indies,  they 
had  been  already  aware  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  that  houfe,  and  had 
been,  from  regard  to  their  own  in- 
tereft,  preparing  for  the  event.  He 
.did  not  think  be  fhould  difcharge 
bis  duty  to  his  conftituents,  if  he 
did  not  urge  the  claim  which  the 
Weft  India  merchants  had  on  the 
.public  for  compenfation ;  but  he 
hoped  that  the  merchants  of  Great 
Britain  would  find,  in  a  more  ex¬ 
tended  commerce,  a  greater  advan¬ 
tage  than  a  pecuniary  recompenfe 
could  beftow. 

General  Gafcoigne,  befides  la¬ 
menting  that  the  counfel.  for  the 
petitioners  againft  the  bill  bad  not 
■been  permitted  to  offer  evidence, 
which  would  bave  been  very  ma¬ 
terial  in  the  queftibn,  complained, 
that  lord  Howick  had  adverted  to 
enormities  that  might  have  for¬ 
merly  exifted,  but  which  were 
known  to  be  difcontinued,  and 
that  he  bad  made  an  appeal  to  the 
paftions  inftead  of  founding  his  rea¬ 
soning  on  fads.  This  was  a  fub- 
jed  of  magnitude  in  a  commercial 
point  of  view  ;  for  by  the  trade  it 
\Yas  meant  to  abolifh,  forty  thou- 
fand  tons  of  (hipping  and  four 
thoufand  feamen  were  employed ; 
but  all  this  had  been  treated  as  if 
unworthy  of  notice.  Had  evidence 
been  gone  into,  he  would  have 
proA  ed,  that  there  was  no  more 
mortality  in  the  fiave  (hips  than 
4>n  board  men  of  war*  '  From  par¬ 


ticular  inftances,  the  noble  lord  had 
drawn  general  conclufions  ;  he  had 
salfo  flandered  the  Weft  India  plant¬ 
ers  with  refped  to  their  treatment 
of  female  flaves,  in  cafes  of  preg¬ 
nancy  and  after  child-birth  ;  but 
could  it  be  fuppofed  that  the  plant¬ 
ers  were  fo  adverfe,  not  only  to 
the  didates  of  humanity,  but  their 
-own  intereft  ?  He  confidered  the 
prefent  as  the  molt  improper  time 
for  bringing  forward  the  propofi- 
>tion^  for  Buonaparte  would  never 
-accede  to  the  principles  of  the  bilk 
With  regard  to  the  Portuguefe,  he 
underftood  that  they  had  adually 
written  to  Liverpool  to  engage 
captains  and  fhips  for  this  trade* 
merely  in  confequence  of  the  refo- 
lutions  of  the  laft  parliament.  As 
to  America,  the  prohibition  of  the 
{hues  only  extended  to  the  intro- 
dudion  of  flaves  into  that  coun¬ 
try  ;  but  if  they  were  permitted  to 
trade  at  all,  they  would  adapt  their 
commerce  to  the  introdudion  of 
flaves  into  our  colonies.  Tftk  no- 
-ble  lord  had  given  no  eftimate  of 
the  lofs  that  the  colonifts  would 
fuftain  by  the  abolition  of  this 
trade,  which  amounted  to  a  pro¬ 
perty  of  9o,oob,odQl.  fterling,  and 
the  imports  into  the  Weft  Indies 
of  between  four  and  five  million's. 
The  honourable  general  then  held 
forth  a  defiance  and  a  threat  *  for 
he  faid,  fuppofing  the  trade  to  be 
abolifhed,  it  would  even  then  lie 
impoflible  for  all  the  frigates  in  the 
Britifh  navy,  without  the  eoncuf- 
rence  of  the  colonifts  themfelbes, 
to  prevent  the  importation  6f 
flaves ;  and  if  any  infurredion 
fhould  take  place  in  the  iflaftds  ('as 
he  really  dreaded  that  there  nvould J% 

he  declared  that  he  fhould  have  a 
right  to  conclude,  that  it  was  be- 
caufe  this  ad  had  paffed. 


But 
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Bat  the  (lave  trade  was  deftined 
to  have  a  far  more  able  defender  in 
Mr.  Hibbert.  This  gentleman 
fpoke  at  great  length  on  the  quef- 
tion.  He  began  by  infinuating, 
that  the  friends  of  the  abolition  of 
the  commerce  would  never  have 
had  the  lead  chance  of  fuccefs,  if 
the  meafure  had  not  been  taken  up 
by  a  principal  minifier  of  his  ma- 
jefty  in  both  houfes  of  parliament. 
The  proceeding  was  one  of  thofe 
which,  grounding  itfelf  on  exift- 
ing  and  acknowledged  abufes,  at¬ 
tempted  to  accomplilh  objedfts  be¬ 
yond  the  reach  of  leg-illation,  af- 
fumed  a  llandard  of  human  perfec¬ 
tion  which  experience  did  not 
juftify,  and  put  into  hazard  exift- 
•ing  eftablilhments,  which,  though 
imperfect,  conferred  much  public 
and  private  benefit,  with  a  promife 
©f  fubftituting  for  what  exilted 
only  vifionary  theory.  If  fo,  the 
meafure  mud  be  the  occafion  of  juft 
jealoufy  to  a  wife  legiflatune,  as 
approaching,  in  feature  and  cha¬ 
racter,  to  thofe  wild  proje&s  of  re¬ 
form,  to  which  the  fpirit  of  modern 
philanthropy  had  given  birth,  and 
of  which  the  civilized  world  had 
lately  feen  ,  the  terrible  refults. 
Looking  to  the  application  of  juf- 
tice  and  humanity,  was  it  pre¬ 
tended  that  the  mere  poffeffion,  or 
ufe,  or  transfer  of  a  Have  in  Af¬ 
rica,  was  unjuft  or  inhuman?  Was 
it  unjuft  ?  By  all  the  laws  and  cuf- 
toms  of  Africa,  exifting  from  the 
remoteft  antiquity,  it  was  au- 
thorifed,  and  the  abftradl  rights  of 
man  could  not  be  profitably  applied 
to  focieties  exifting  under  efta- 
blilhed  laws.  What  is  confident 
with  thofe  laws  tnuft  be  accounted 
juft,  Was  the  fame  thing  in  Africa 
inhuman  ?— furely  not ; — we  had 
abundance  of  evidence  to  prove. 


that  during  famines,  which  are  fra* 
quent  in  Africa,  multitudes  of  the 
natives  fled  to  fiaverv  as  a  refuge, 
and  without  it  mull  inevitably  pe- 
rifh ;  and  fuppofe  them  at  fuch 
times  transferred  from  a  poorer  to 
a  richer  mailer,  was  that  inhuman  ? 
Allufion  had  been  made  to  the  di¬ 
vine  law.  In  the  old  teftarnent  the 
Have  trade,  or  the  fale  of  men* 
was  fpoken  of  indifferently,  juft 
as  other  trades.  The  new  tefta- 
ment  inculcated  juftice  and  hu¬ 
manity  in  every  ftation;  but  it 
was  remarkable,  that  it  interfered 
with  no  political  relations  what¬ 
ever,  whether  high  or  low,  incul¬ 
cating  only  thofe  duties  which 
tended,  in  every  condition  of  life, 
to  make  men  happier  and  better. 
The  honourable  gentleman  then  al¬ 
luded  to  the  Greek  word,  which, 
in  our  verfion  of  the  new  tefta- 
ment,  is  rendered  ferva7ity  but 
which,  in  fa<ft,  every  where  im¬ 
ported  Jla<ve ;  and  he  mentioned, 
that  in  the  epiftle  of  Paul  to  Phi¬ 
lemon,  Paul  fends  back  Onefimus, 
who  had  run  away  from  his  mailer, 
to  refume  his  ftation,  without  one 
word  expreflive  of  his  difapproba- 
tion  of  llavery,  or  in  vindication 
of  Onefimus,  who  had  fled  from  it. 
The  admirable  rule — (t  do  unto 
others  as  ye  would  they  fhould  do 
unto  you*' — had  been  quoted.  A* 
applied  to  Have  and  mailer,  he  un- 
derftood  that  rule  to  inculcate  no 
more  than  this — that  a  Have  may 
reafonably  expeft  from  his  mailer 
prote<ftion  and  kindnefs,  in  return 
for  diligence  and  fidelity  ;  and  a 
kind  and  careful  mailer  had  the 
fame  right  to  expetft  fidelity  and 
diligence  from  his  Have.  It  was 
not  the  Have  trade,  but  the  abufes 
of  it  to  which  the  preamble  of  the 
bill  could  be  properly  applied.  The 
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*nble  lord  (Howick)  might  have 
fpared  himfelf  the  proof  of  the 
Imall  comparative  value  of  the  Af¬ 
rican  part  of  the  trade ;  it  had 
been  reduced,  by  fuccefiive  ads  of 
parliament,  into  the  mere  means  of 
xieceflary  fupply  to  the  population 
of  our  old  colonies ;  and  had  not 
thofe  colonies  feen  abolition  fuf- 
pended  over  their  heads,  their  fup¬ 
ply  would  have  been  much  fmaller 
than  the  average  of  late  years 
ihowed  it  to  have  been.  There 
was,  in  truth,  no  encouragement 
to  extend  cultivation  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  under  the  expenfe  of  pur- 
chafing  negroes  for  that  purpofe; 
and  a  hafty  and  fomewhat  improvi¬ 
dent  importation  of  negroes,  had 
been  here  and  there  occafioned,  by 
the  dread  of  immediate  fuppreffion 
©f  the  trade.  He  did  not  believe, 
that  if  that  dread  were  removed, 
«ur  old  colonies  would  require 
more  than  7,000  flaves  to  be  an¬ 
nually  imported ;  and  regarding 
the  ftate  of  fociety  in  Africa,  and 
jhe  practice  there,  he  did  not  think 
that  remnant  of  the  trade,  and  for 
thofe  purpofes,  called  for  its  abo¬ 
lition.  Mr.  Hibbert  then  cited 
the  hiftories  of  Leo  Africanus  and 
Cadamofto,  who  wrote  about  the 
middle  of  the  15th  century,  to 
prove  the  falfehood  of  the  repre- 
fentations,  that  Africa  was  free 
from  wars  and  the  traffic  in  Haves, 
before  the  colonial  demand  for 
them  :  and  he  doubted,  whether  a 
concurrent  abolition  would  produce 
that  Utopia  in  Africa  which  its  ad¬ 
vocates  feemed  tofuppofe  it  would. 
The  prefent  bill  had  the  double  dis¬ 
advantage  of  precluding  the  hope 
of  ever  bringing  about  a  joint  abo¬ 
lition,  and  of  inviting  oi,ir  rivals 
to  affume,  as  foorr  as  they  could, 
©ur  place  in  the  trade,  infinitely  to 
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the  difadvantage  of  Africa  in  point 
of  humanity.  It  opened  the  door 
to  France  to  form  and  extend  co¬ 
lonies,  upon  terms  the  moll  advan¬ 
tageous  ;  and  forbade  us,  under  all 
peffible  circumftances,  to  recruit 
thofe  we  pofleffed  by  an  imported 
population.  It  could  not  be  doubted 
that  France  would  greedily  avail 
herfelf  of  this  opportunity ;  for  k 
was  an  acknowledged  axiom-  of 
French  policy,  that  her  colonial 
and  naval  power  muft  Fife  and  fall 
together.  The  hiftory  of  French^ 
commerce  and  maritime  ftrength 
juftifted  the  policy.  The  accounts, 
which  proved  that  the  population 
of  the  feveral  iflands  could  fupport 
itfelf,  demonft  rated,  that  there 
was  no  occaHon  for  this  meafure 
to  force  the  planters  to  treat  their 
Haves  with  humanity..  He  could 
ftate,  with  the  utmoft  truth,  that 
he  had  been  conn'eded  as  a  mer¬ 
chant  with  about  fix ty  eft ates  in 
Jamaica,  and  that  in  the  late  difi- 
treftes,  every  body  had  been  com¬ 
pelled  to  obferve  the  utmoft  eco¬ 
nomy  in  the  amount  and.  value  of 
the  fupplies  fent  out  ^  and  yet,  in 
not  one  Hngle  inftance,  had  they 
curtailed  the  articles  for  the  ufe 
and  comfort  of  the  negroes,  al¬ 
though,  in  every  refped,  they  had 
done  fo  in  thofe  for  the  ufe  of  the 
whites.  There  was  not  yet  any 
diftind  underftanding,  whether  this 
bill  was  or  was  not  to  be  accom¬ 
panied  with  any  recorapenfe  for 
thofe  whom  its  powers  muft  in¬ 
jure;  and  uniefs  fome  pledge  to 
that  e  fifed  were  given,  he  muft 
confider  the  injuftice  it  would  infiid 
on  individuals,  as  a  fair  argument 
againft  its  principle.  He  would 
ftate  a  cafe  which  might,  and  pro¬ 
bably  would  happen,  if  the  f pipit 
of  reform  were  confiftent,  Toe  re 

were. 
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Were,  in  the  northern  parts  of  this  Mr.  Wilberforce  replied  to  th« 
country,  many  large  factories  built,  chief  arguments  which  had  been 
in  which  two  or  three  hundred  per-  urged  againft  the  bill.  He  laid, 
ions  were  often  confined  together,  defpotic  power  could  not  :  exiif 


employed  in  fpinning  cotton  and 
filk.  Now  thofe  eltablilhments, 
though  highly  advantageous  in  a 
commercial  point  of  view,  were 
fatal  both  to  the  health  and  morals 
of  his  majefty’s  fubjeds ;  and  if 
Ihe’fpiritof  philanthropy  were  to 
flip  p  refs  thefe  fadories,  can  we  be¬ 
lieve  that  thofe  who  had  built 
them,  at  a  confiderable  expenfe, 
anc|  fupplied  them  with  labourers, 
wo/uld  not  demand  a  reconipenfe  ? 
Gentlemen  fhould  confider  how  far 
they  would  follow  this  principle, 
and  whither  it  would  lead  them. 
It  would  certainly  go  the  length 
of  fuppreffing  the  licenfmg  of  aie- 
houfes  and  the  continuance  of  lot¬ 
teries. 

Mr,  Bathurft  exprefled  himfelf 
nearly  to  the  fame  effed,  as  lord 
Sid  mouth  had  done  in  the  houfe  of 
peers,  refpeding  a  tax  to  be  laid 
on  importing  negroes,  as  likely  to 
lead  to  a  total  abolition.  He 
agreed,  however,  with  the  dif¬ 
ferent  members  who  had  fpoken 
againft  the  principle  of  the  trade, 
although  he  thought  the  prefent 
number  of  Haves  not  fufticient  to 
cultivate  the  colonies,  and  feared, 
that  if  the  traffic  were  done  away, 
that  either  the  planters  would  fuffer 
confidtrably,  or  refort  to  illegal 
means  to  procure  a  fupply  of  ne¬ 
groes.  Adequate  notice  had  not 
been  given,  in  his  opinion,  to  the 
parties  interefted  ;  for  this  was  the 
only  time,  during  the  difcuffion  of 
the  queftion,  that  the  two  houfes 
of  parliament  were  likely  to  agree 
on  the  meafure.  Mr.  Hiley  Ad¬ 
dington  alfo  perfedly  concurred  in 
thefe  fentiments. 


without  much  abufe  in  the  exercife 
of  it.  All  he  imputed  to  the  Weft 
India  planters  was,  that  they  had 
yielded  to  the  circumftances  under 
which  they  exifted.  He  did  not 
blame  them  therefore,  but  thofe 
who  were  placed  in  a  fituation 
where  they  were  not  liable  to  be 
milled  on  the  fubjed  of  this  traffic, 
who  had  the  opportunity  of  feeing 
its  horrors  in  their  true  colours, 
and  who  poftefted  a  power  of.  put¬ 
ting  an  end  to  the  evil,  and  yet 
fullered  it  to  exift.  He  referred  to 
Mr.  Parke’s  book,  to  Ihow  the 
evils  which  the  Have  trade  had 
created  in  Africa.  It  had  been 
contended  that  Mr.  Malthus,  in 
his  EiTay  on  Population,  had  fa¬ 
voured  the  Have  trade.  The  fad, 
however,  was  not  fo;  and  that 
gentleman  had  written  an  appen¬ 
dix  to  his  work  to  remove  the  im- 
preffion.  It  was  faid,  why  not 
put  an  end  to  the  lottery  and  other 
evils  in  this  country  ?  He  con- 
ftdered  the  lottery  a  very  bad  mode 
of  raifing  money,  and  would  con¬ 
cur  in  any  plan  to  remove  the  in¬ 
convenience.  He  was  forry  to  fee 
gentlemen- reduced  to-arguments  of 
this  fort ;  they  fearched  out  every 
recefs  of  mifery  and  vice  in  their 
own  country ;  they  looked  around 
them  every  where  for  evils,  and 
hugged  them  to  their  bofoms. 
With  regard  to  the  complaints 
that  had  been  made  of  his  condud 
towards  the  Weft  India  planters, 
he  had  always  been  as  juft  towards 
thofe  gentlemeh  as  he  could  ;  h& 
had  never  behaved  to  them  with 
any  harlbnefs ;  but  he  could  never 
carry  complaifance  fo  far  towards 

them* 
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them,  or  any  fet  of  meri  alive,'  as 
to  compliment  away  the  rights  and 
happinefs  of  millions  of  human  "be¬ 
ings.  The  honourable  gentleman 
pronounced  an  eulogium  on  the  dif- 
play  of'charader  and  talent,  which' 
the  houfe  had  that  night  witneffed, 
on  the  fide  of  humanity  and  juf- 
tice,  particularly  on  the  part  of  the 
younger  members,  -whofe  lofty  and 
liberal  fentiments,  recommended 
and  enforced  by  the  elevation  of 
their  rank  and  the  purity  of  their 
principles,  mud  tend  to  produce 
the  happied  efte&s  ori  all  dalles  of 
the  community.  Such  an  indica¬ 
tion  of  mind  and  feeling  mud  gra¬ 
tify  reflecting  man,  and  difFufe  the 
mod  falutary  leflfons  throughout 
the  country ;  mud  (how  to  the 
people  that  their  legiiiators,  and 
Specially  the  higher  order  of  their 
youth,  were  forward  to  affert  the 
rights  of  the  weak  againd  the 
drong ;  to  vindicate  the  caufe  of 
the  opprefled;  and  that  where  a 
practice  was  found  to  prevail,  in- 
.confiden't  with  humanity  and  juf- 
<tice,  no  confideration  of  profit 
tcould  reconcile  them  to  its  con¬ 
tinuance.  The  generous  and  hu¬ 
mane  doCtrines  which  had  been 
that  day  unfolded,  were  worthy  of 
Britidi  parliament  to  teach,  and  of 
a  Britifh  people  to  learn.  The 
queftion  was  then  carried  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  267,  there  being  2 S3  for 
it,  and  only  16  againd  it. 

Another  debate  occurred  on  the 
527th,  refpefting  this  bill,  on  the 
order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the 
houfe  refolving  itfelf  into  a  com¬ 
mittee.  Sir  Charles  Pole,  Mr. 
Hughan,  Mr.  Anthony  Browne, 
and  Mr.  Barham,  fpoke  againd 
the  meafure  on  this  occafion.  The 
fubdance  of  their  arguments  was, 
that  exaggerated  mifieprcfentation 


out  of  doors,  and  declamatory  and" 
pathetic  addrefles  in  the  houfe,  had 
been  reforted  to,  indead  of  fair 
reafoning ;  that  Mr.  Parke,  the 
favourite  author  of  the  abolition- 
ids,  dated  three-fourths  of  the  ne¬ 
groes  to  be  in  a  date  of  11  a  very  ; 
and  from  one  fad,  which  he  re¬ 
lated,  it  was  to  be  prefumed,  that 
his  calculation  was  underrated  5. 
for  he  told  us,  that  of  nine  hun¬ 
dred  prifoners  taken  in  one  battle, 
only  feventy  were  free  perfons* 
The  European  trade  in  Haves  was, 
therefore,  derived  from  that  de- 
fcription  of  individuals  who  were 
Haves  in  their  own  country,  and  if 
it  were  put  an  end  to,  not  one 
Have  lefs  would  exid  in  Africa, 
The  French  knew  the  value  of  this 
trade,  fince,  before  the  revolution, 
320  fhips  were  employed  in  it  from 
Nantz,  and  150  from  Bourdeaux, 
In  the  Wed  Indies  this  aft  would 
be  received  with  diflatisfaction  and 
difgud  ;  it  would  endanger  the  ex- 
idence  of  the  colonies,  and  mud 
produce  their  ultimate  decay,  if 
not  their  immediate  dedrudtiqn. 
The  negroes,  who  had  always 
been  accudomed  to  look  to  a  rein¬ 
forcement  of  drength  by  the  pur. 
chafe  of  Africans  as  a  boon  to 
themfelves,  would  become  difcon- 
tented  ;  and  as  they  could  not  dif. 
tinguilh  between  the  nice  refine¬ 
ments  of  judice,  that  difcontent 
was  likely  to  rife  into  refidance  to 
their  maders,  when  they  .found 
that  they  alone  were  to  be  the  ob* 
jedts  of  davery.  The  white  po¬ 
pulation  of  the  iflands  mud  be  di« 
miniflued,  and  the  i'ecurity  againd 
internal  and  external  danger  be 
thereby  dedroyed ;  for  no  adven¬ 
turers  would  hereafter  be  found  to 
hazard  their  lives  in  an  unwhole¬ 
some  climate,  becaufe  the  dimulus 
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was  taken  away.  The  road  to 
competence  amongft  the  white  per- 
fdhfe  employed,  who  compofed  the 
militia  and  the  ftrength  of  the 
iflands,  was  the  application  of  their 
firft  earnings  to  the  purchafe  of 
Africans,  whofe  numbers  were 
progrefiively  increafed  by  addi¬ 
tional  purehafes,  until  of  fufficient 
importance  to  eftablifh  a  new  plant¬ 
ation  or  invigorate  an  old  one. 
All  improvements,  and  all  under¬ 
takings  commenced,  muft  be  put  a 
Hop  to.  If  the  trade  were  a  po¬ 
litical  evil,  it  was  interwoven  with 
the  bed  interefts  of  the  country. 
Great  peril  would  arife  from  a  pro, 
lability  of  a  diminution  of  the  va¬ 
lue  of  Weft  India  property  ;  and 
the  moft  ferious  confequences  would 
enfue  to  thofe  who  had  creditors, 
not  likely  to  be  fatisfied  with  the 
facurity  of  a  deteriorated  concern, 
which  was,  befides,  daily  liable  to 
be  annihilated.  Mr.  Barham  faid, 
that  he  had  not,  on  his  plantation, 
negle&ed  any  means,  that  humanity 
or  prudence  could  fuggeft,  to  keep 
up  his  ftock,  to  which  he  had  de¬ 
termined,  for  years  back,  not  to 
add  a  fmgle  newly  purchafed  Have, 
and  yet  he  had  not  been  able  to 
fucceed.  Mr.  Bathurft,  Mr.  Wind¬ 
ham,  and  Mr.  Fuller,  alfo  fpoke 
againft  the  meafure ;  and  Mr. 
Courtenay,  fir  Ralph  Milbanke, 
Mr.  Montague.,  Mr.  Jacob,  and 
Mr.  Whitbread,  defended  it.  The 
laft  obferved,  that  if  eve  abolifhed 
the  trade  on  our  part,  we  fhould 
have  done  our  duty,  and  fet  other 
nations  a  proper  example  to  exe¬ 
cute  theirs.  It  was  complained, 
that  too  much  feeling  and  too 
much  paflion  had  been  carried  into 
this  difeuffion.  He  complained,  on 
the  contrary,  that  it  had  been 
made  too  little  a  queftion  of  feel¬ 


ing  ;  and  that  it  Had  been  made 
almoft  entirely  a  matter  of  cold 
calculations,  of  profit  and  lofs,  be¬ 
tween  Englifh  money  and  African 
blood.  The  honfe  then  went  into 
a  committee  on  the  bill,  and  the 
blanks  were  filled  up. 

On  the  6th  of  march  fir  Charles 
Pole,  thinking  it  expedient  to  give 
to  the  planters  time  to  add  to  their 
number  of  female  Saves,  moved, 
that  the  abolition  fhould  be  poft- 
poned  to  May,  1812,  inftead  of 
May,  1807.  Mr.  Hiley  Adding¬ 
ton  fupported  this  amendment,  but 
at  the  fame  time  recommended,  that 
a  parliamentary  commiflion  fhould 
be  fent  out  to  every  if! and  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  and  that  parliament 
might  afterwards  lay  very  high 
duties  on  the  importation  of  Haves, 
Sir  Charles  Pole's  amendment  was 
loft,  a  very  large  majority  of  the 
members  being  againft  it.  Mr. 
Canning,  Mr.  Barham,  Mr.  Per¬ 
ceval,  and  lord  Henry  Petty,  took 
this  opportunity  of  contending 
ftrongly  for  the  immediate  aboli¬ 
tion.  When  Mr.  Hobhoufe  brought 
up  the  report  ®f  the  bill  on  the 
9th  of  March,  an  amendment  was 
made  in  the  preamble  to  it  at  the 
fuggeftion  of  lord  Howick,  by 
which  the  allufion  to  the  inhu¬ 
manity  of  the  trade  was  omitted, 
and  the  abolifhment  of  it  grounded 
upon  expediency.  Lord  Howick, 
in  offering  this  alteration  to  the 
opinion  of  the  houfe,  declared, 
that  his  conduct  was  merely  influ*, 
enced  by  the  defire  of  accommo¬ 
dating  others ;  for,  as  to  himfelf, 
he  faw  no  objection  to  the  original 
preamble  of  the  bill.  Lord  Henry 
Petty  moved  the  order  of  the  day 
for  the  third  reading  of  the  bill 
on  the  16th  of  March,  when  Mr. 
Hibbert  again  addrefTed  th§  houfe 
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sn  a  moft  extended  fpeech,  contain, 
ing,  however,  no  new  matter.  Mr. 
Hefty  Thornton  obfcrved,  that  he 
had  paid  particular  attention  to 
the  cafe  of  the  flaves  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  and  he  agreed,  that  the 
fyftem  was  more  fevere  than  any 
that  had  ever  exifted  in  the  world. 
The  flave  was  called  to  work  half 
an  hour  before  fun. rife,  and  was 
difmiffed  from  labour  half  an  hour 
after  fun-fet,  and  this  intenfe  roil, 
with  the  intermiffion  only  of  tw® 
hours  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  was 
greater  than  could  be  borne  in  a 
tropical  climate.  They  were,  be- 
fides,  worked  under  the  whip,  and 
men  and  boys,  and  girls  of  tender 
age,  as  well  as  women  in  an  ad¬ 
vanced  ftage  of  pregnancy,  were 
fubje&ed  to  blows  at  the  difcre- 
tion  of  the  driver.  The  flavery 
in  the  Weft  Indies  was  much  more 
fevere  than  in  the  ancient  world. 
The  honourable  gentleman  read  ar\ 
extradl  from  the  hiftory  of  Mr. 
Gibbon  to  (how,  that  when  the 
fources  of  procuring  Haves  were 
cut  off,  by  the  union  of  Afta  and 
Africa  with  the  Roman  empire, 
the  Romans  obtained  them  by  the 
more  tedious  method  of  propaga¬ 
tion,  which  was  promoted  by  mild 
treatment  and  encouraging  mar¬ 
riage.  Thefe  were  the  fads  upon 
which  the  advocates  of  the  bill 
fupported  it.  This  meafure  would 
place  both  Africa  and  the  Weft  In¬ 
dies  in  a  better  condition,  and  put 
an  end  to  the  wars  and  crimes 
which  were  reforted  to  in  Africa 
to  procure  Haves.  Of  all  the  Haves 
brought  from  that  country,  not 
one  was  taken  on  juft  grounds; 
but  the  inftances  were  numberlefs 
of  rhofe  taken  by  fraud  and  crimi¬ 
nal  artifices.  Mr.  Barham  replied 
fbrne  of  thefe  remarks  by  dating* 
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that  the  whip  of  the  driver  was 
never  ufed  now,  though  it  was  for¬ 
merly;  neither  drivers  nor  whits 
fervants  had  power  to  punifti  with¬ 
out  confent  of  the  inafters.  He  po, 
fitively  aflerted,  that  when  women 
were  pregnant,  all  idea  of  labour 
was  at  an  end.  His  negroes  had 
brought  him,  on  a  fear  of  fcarcity, 
about  a  thoufand  pounds  in  gold, 
which  was  a  proof,  that  negroes  in 
general  had  not  been  fo  harfhly 
treated  as  had  been  apprehended; 
but  Mr.  Thornton  ftill  maintained 
he  was  correft  in  the  points  he  had 
mentioned. 

As  the  reader  may  be  curious  ta 
know  the  grounds  on  which  Mr. 
Windham  oppofed  the  bill,  the 
fpeech  of  the  right  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman  being  unufually  fhort,  is 
given  verbatim.  He  faid,  that 
though  the  overfeers  of  plantations 
made  ufe  of  the  whip,  that  did 
not  prove  that  the  negroes  were 
treated  with  cruelty ;  but  after 
all,  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the 
houfe  to  abolifti  flavery,  but  the^ 
flave  trade ;  therefore,  when  the 
abolitionifts  fpoke  of  the  miferable 
condition  of  the  flaves  they  were 
arguing  againft  themfelves,  inaf- 
much  as  it  was  no  part  of  the  pre- 
fent  bill  to  abolifh  flavery  in  the 
Weft  Indies.  Slavery  was  as  an¬ 
cient  as  the  days  of  Homer,  who 
faid,  take  from  a  man  his  liberty 
and  you  take  from  him  his  virtue^. 
Still  flavery  was  a  degrading  litu- 
ation  for  man,  and  it  was  to  be 
wifhed  that  it  could  be  abolifhed. 
Slavery,  however,  differed  very 
much  as  to  degree  in  different 
countries ;  and  he  could  not  but 
believe,  on  the  teftimony  adduced, 
that  the  authority  exercifed  over 
the  negroes  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
was  much  Jefs  than  in  moft  other 
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countries,  where  flavery  exifted  at 
all.  But  even  if  this  meafure  were 
carried,,  flavery  would  continue  in 
the  Weft  Indies:  and  thofe  advo- 
cates  for  the  meafure  were  not  con¬ 
fident  with  themfelves,  who  ar¬ 
gued  from  principles  of  ftriCt  right 
and  juftice  in  favour  of  the  prefent 
meafure,  and  yet  did  not  follow  up 
their  own  principles  by  emanci¬ 
pating  the  flaves  in  the_  colonies.  - 
The  houfe  ought  not  to  go  on  ab- 
ftraCt  principles  of  right,  but  upon 
confideration  of  the.  confequences 
of  the  meafure,  and  the  poffible 
ruin  of  the  Britifh  empire  refulting 
from  it.  As  to  Africa,  this  mea¬ 
fure  would  produce  no  benefit  to 
that  country  ;  for  there  would  not 
be  lefs  flavery  after  our  abolilhing 
the  trade  than  before  it.  In  the 
Weft  Indies  it  would  tend  to  cre¬ 
ate  difcontent  amongft  the  negroes; 
to  individuals  it  would  prove  a 
great  lofs  and  injuftice ;  and  it; 
would  be  ruinous  to  numbers  who 
had  a.  claim  to  the  protection  of 
this  country.  France,  and  other 
rival  nations,  would  moft  probably 
refufe  to  imitate  our  example,  and 
would  redouble  this-  traffic  to  our 
ruin.  Nor  was  this  a  time  to  ven¬ 
ture  fuch  an  expeiiment.  We  were 
engaged  in  a  dangerous  war  with 
a  powerful  enemy.  Was  it  not 
alfo  a  time  to  be  ftriCtly  economi¬ 
cal  ? — Were  they  not  called  to  at¬ 
tend  to  candle  ends  and  cheefe 
parings? — and  at  fuch  a  time 
fhould  parliament  think  of  throw¬ 
ing  away  fuch  a  refource  as  the 
Weft  India  ifl.ands  ? — Did  they 
not  fee  empire  after  empire  tum¬ 
bling,  like  fo  many  nine-pins  all 
around  them  ?  Ke  knew  there 
were  fame  amongft  his  honourable 
friends  who  would  tell  him,  the 
prefent  meafure  tended  to  fecurity 


againft  fuch  dangers ;  he  wifhed  it 
might,  but  he  feared  it.  If  this 
queftion  was  one  of  feeling  merely, 
all  their  feelings  muft  be  alike ; 
but  he  deprecated  their  feeling  run¬ 
ning  away  with  their  better  judg¬ 
ment.  He  wifhed  his  forebodings 
and  fears  might  go  no  farther  ;  but 
at  any  rate,  he  muft  renounce  the 
honour  and  glory  of  effecting  a 
meafure  which  would  be  produc¬ 
tive,  as  fome  gentlemen  expedited, 
of  fuch  falutary  effeCts ;  at  the 
fame  time  difclaiming  any  (hare 
in  the  pernicious  confequences, 
which,  to  his  apprehenlion,  were 
much  more  likely  to  accrue  from 
its  adoption. 

Mr.  Sheridan  remarked  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  in 
faying  that  the  fame  arguments 
which  applied  to  the  abolition  of 
the  Have  trade  alfo  applied  to  the 
abolirion  of  flavery,  had  blended 
two  things  which  ought  to  be  kept 
diftinCt  ;  the  one  was  in  our  power, 
the  other  was  in  our  hope,  but  not 
at  prefent  in  our  power.  With  re- 
fpeCt  to  the  treatment  of  flaves  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  he  wanted  no  tef- 
timony  on  the  fubjeCt,  for  defpot- 
ifm  muft  lead  to  cruelty.  With  re¬ 
gard  to  the  wealth  derived  from 
the  Weft  Indies,  we  had  paid  for 
it  more  than — i(  human  finews 
bought  and  fold” — ever  produced 
to  this  country.  He  painted,  in 
ftrong  colours,  the  mortality  which 
took  place  amongft  our  troops  in 
the  Weft  Indies  ;  and  contended, 
that  if  we  could  recover  all  our 
brave  countrymen,  who  had  been 
facrificed  in  that  country,  they 
would  be  cheaply  purchafed  by 
the  relinqiiifhment  of  all  the  riches 
which  had  flowed  from  it.  He 
ridiculed  the  idea  of  the  colonies 
quitting  the  protection  of  Great 
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Britain ;  they  had  too  much  fenfe 
to  take  To  rafti  a  ftep  ;  for  they 
aiuft  well  know,  that  as  we  were 
mailers  of  the  fea  we  muft  alfo  be 
mailers  of  the  foil.  Nor  did  he 
apprehend,  that  the  abolition  of 
the  Have  trade  would  caufe  any 
infurredion  amongft  the  blacks  ; 
had  it  not  been  in  agitation  for 
twenty  years  ?  and  had  there  been 
the  lead  ferment  amongft  them  in 
confequence  of  it  ? 

Lord  Caftlereagh  thought  it  im- 
poffihle,  that  the  meafure  before 
the  houfe  could  ever  accomplifti 
what  the  liberal  mind  of  his  ho- 
nourable  friend  (Mr.  Wilberforce) 
had  had  for  fo  many  years  in  con¬ 
templation.  The  only  refult  would 
be,  that  perhaps  the  attachment  of 
the  colonifts  to  the  mother  country 
would  be  a  little  (haken,  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  Weft  India  iftands  might 
be  driven  to  import  contrary  to 
the  wifti  and  order  of  parliament, 
and  the  number  of  deaths  amongft 
the  ft  aves  would  mo  ft  probably  be 
increafed. 

Mr.  Wilberforce,  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Windham,  faid,  that  accord, 
ing  to  the  plain  rules  of  common 
fenfe,  his  logical  friend  muft  be  in 
error.  We  were  not  to  fay,  that 
if  a  man  had  two  wounds  we 
(hould  refrain  from  curing  one,  be- 
caufe  it  was  not  in  our  power  to 
heal  up  both  the  wounds  imme¬ 
diately.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  muft  fee,  without  enter¬ 
ing  into  any  metaphyfical  dd'cuf- 
fion,  that  the  atuhor  of  our  being 
had  ordained,  that  the  duty  and 
happinefs  of  mankind  fnould  be 
clofely  conneded.  It  was  our 
duty  to  put  a  ftop,  a£  fpeedily  as 
pofiible,  to  the  traffic  and  fale  of 
our  fellow  men  ;  and  notwithltand- 
jng  the  forebodings  of  the  noble. 
Vop,  XLIX?  or  Vou  VII,  Nf. 
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lord  (Caftlereagh),  he  had  reafon 
to  hope,  that  we  ftiould  have  the 
happinefs  to  fee  fmuggling  as  eafily 
prevented  in  that,  as  in  any  article 
that  was,  arprefent,  attempted  to 
be  dealt  in  contrary  to  law.  He 
thought  it  to  be  an  ad  of  duty  to¬ 
wards  the  many  great  and  enlight¬ 
ened  ftatefmen  that  had  fupported 
him  in  accomplifti  ing  this  objed, 
which  he  had  mod  dearly  at  heart, 
to  acknowledge  the  liberality  with 
which  they  had  fet  afide  all  lefter 
differences,  and  united  their  efforts 
in  this  great  meafure,  for  promot¬ 
ing  the  happinefs  of  mankind. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third 
time,  and  paffed  without  a  divifion* 
It  was  afterwards  carried  to  the 
lords,  who  ratified  the  amendments 
made  in  the  commons,  and  thus 
the  abolition  of  the  Have  trada? 
was  at  length  accomplifhed.  Lord 
Grenville  on  this  occafion  congra¬ 
tulated  the  houfe,  on  having  per¬ 
formed  one  of  the  moft  glorious 
ads  that  had  ever  been  done  by 
any  affembly  in  any  nation  of  the 
world. 

On  the  17  th  earl  Percy  moved 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
gradual  abolition  of  ffavery  in  the 
Weft  India  colonies.  His  lordfhip 
prefaced  his  motion  by  faying,  if 
it  had  been  eftablifhed  that  the 
Have  trade  was  contrary  to  the 
principles  of  juftice,  humanity, 
and  found  policy,  and  that  there¬ 
fore  it  ought  to  be  aboliihed,  it 
alfo  followed  that  ffavery  itfelf 
ought  to  be  fuppreffed.  It  was, 
however,  by  no  means  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  propofe  any  immediate  abo¬ 
lition  ;  what  he  had  in  view  was, 
that  the  children  of  ffaves,  borr> 
alter  a  certain  time  to  be  fixed  by 
the  legiftature,  ftiould  be  free ; 
and  thus  a  gradual,  and  ultimately 
Series,  a  totals 
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a  total,  extin&ion  of  this  barba- 
rous  ufage  would  take  place. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  deprecated 
any  difcuflion  of  this  fubjeift  at  the 
prefent  moment.  The  abolition  of 
the  Have  trade  and  the  emancipa¬ 
tion  of  the  flaves  were  two  diftinft 
queftions  ;  and  it  had  been  main¬ 
tained  by  the  leading  characters  in 
that  houfe,  that  in  confidering  the 
one  the  other  ought  not  to  be  con¬ 
templated.  To  emancipate  the  ne¬ 
groes  would  not  add  to  their  hap- 
pinefs,  even  if  the  legislature  had 
a  right  to  interfere  with  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  colonies ;  all  that 
could  be  done,  with  fafety  and 
effeCt,  had  already  been  accom¬ 
plished.  He  put  it  therefore  moft: 
refpeftfully,  but  moft  ftrongly,  to 
his  noble  friend,  either  to  with¬ 
draw  his  motion  or  concur  in  the 
previous  queftion,  which  fee  fhould 
feel  it  his  duty  to  move. 

Mr.  Eden,  fir  Charles  Pole, 
captain  Herbert,  and  Mr.  Peter 
|Vloore,  refilled  earl  Percy's  mo¬ 
tion,  which  was  alfo  oppofed  by 
Mr.  Wilberforce,  who  faid,  that 
had  it  proceeded  from  a  lefs  re- 
fpedlable  quarter,  he  fhould  have 
been  glad  that  it  had  been  made; 
becaufe  it  would  fhow,  that  he  and 
thofe  who  thought  with  him  made 
a  diftinftion  between  the  abolition 
of  the  flave  trade  and  the  emanci¬ 
pation  of  the  flaves  ;  and  not  only 
abftained  from  propofing  the  latter, 
but.  were  ready  to  rejeCt  it  if  it 
were  brought  forward  by  others. 
How  much  foever  he  looked  for¬ 
ward  to  the  period,  when  the  ne¬ 
groes  might  with  fafety  be  liber¬ 
ated,  he  knew  too  well  the  effect 
which  the  long  continuance  of  ah- 
jeft  flavery  produced  upon  the  hu¬ 
man  mind,  to  think  of  emancipat¬ 
ing  them  immediately  ;  a  meafure 


which,  at  the  prefent  moment, 
would  be  injurious  to  them  and 
ruinous  to  the  colonies.  He  and 
thofe  who  aCted  with  him,  were 
fatisried  with  having  gained  an 
object  which  was  fafely  attainable; 
they  had  ever  declared  what  he 
now  repeated,  that  the  foie  point 
which  they  had  in  view  was  what 
had  been  done.  The  enemies  of 
the  abolition  had  always  con¬ 
founded  thefe  two  objefts ;  the 
friends  of  that  meafure  had  always 
diflinguifhed  them. 

Mr.  Sheridan,  on  the  contrary, 
defended  the  propofition.  He  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  noble  lord  had 
never  propofed  to  enfranchife  the 
living  negroes ;  his  meafure  was 
to  commence  with  infants  born  af¬ 
ter  a  period,  which  would  remain 
a  matter  of  future  parliamentary 
difcufiion.  Slavery  would  not  wear 
itfelf  out ;  it  would  become  more 
rigid  unlefs  the  legislature  became 
more  vigilant,  and  reminded  the 
planters  of  the  new  duties  that  had 
fallen  upon  them,  of  rearing  the 
young  flaves  in  fuch  a  manner  that 
they  might  be  worthy  of  freedom. 
Adverting  to  a  quotation  from  the 
hiftorian  Gibbon,  he  contended  that 
the  flavery  of  the  Weft  Indies  was 
unlike  any  other  flavery,  it  was  pe¬ 
culiarly  unlike  the  flavery  of  an¬ 
cient  days,  when  the  flaves  fre- 
*  quently  attained  to  the  higheft  dig¬ 
nities.  JE fop,  Terence,  and  Seneca, 
were  flaves.  Was  there  a  poffibi- 
lity,  that  any  of  the  unfortunate 
negroes  now  in  the  Weft  Indies 
fhould  emulate  fuch  men  It  might 
be  dangerous  to  give  freedom  to 
the  ftaves  in  a  mafs  ;  but  that  it 
was  not  dangerous  to  give  it  to 
them  in  detail,  was  fufticiently 
proved  by  a  little  pamphlet  that 
had  been  put  into  his  hands  the 
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preceding  night,  in  which  it  was 
ftated,  that  a  Mr.  David  Barclay, 
to  his  eternal  honour  be  it  fpoken, 
who  had  been  himfelf  a  Have  owner 
in  Jamaica,  and  who,  regretting 
that  he  had  been  fo,  on  a  bequeft 
of  Haves  being  made  to  him,  eman¬ 
cipated  them,  and  caufed  them  to 
be  conveyed  to  Pennfyivania,  where 
they  were  properly  inftru&ed,  and 
where  th  ir  fubfequently  exemplary 
conduct  was  the  general  theme  of 
admiration. 

Mr.  Manning  was  proceeding  to 
Hate  the  refult  of  his  experience  in 
the  colonies,  when  fir  Charles  Pole 
©bferving  the  thin  attendance, 
moved  rhat  the  noufe  be  counted, 
and  only  thirty-five  members  being 
prefent,  the  houfe  immediately  ad¬ 
journed.  The  queftion  was  by  thefe 
means  difmiffed,  and  it  was  not  re¬ 
newed. 

On  the  i  8th  of  February,  Mr. 
Robfon,  purfuantly  to  notice,  mo¬ 
ved  for  certain  papers  relative  to 
abufes  in  the  barrack  department. 
Four  years,  he  fa  id,  had  elapfed 
fince  he  had  firft  recommended  an 
enquiry  into  the  expenditure  of  this 
branch  of  the  public  fervice.  If 
his  fuggeftions  had  been  afted 
upon,  there  would  have  been  a 
faving  of  two  millions  effe&ed, 
our  of  the  furns  paid  for  the  repair 
and  hire  of  buildings,  and  the  rent 
of  temporary  barracks.  In  the 
fecorid  repore  of  military  inqui¬ 
ry  there  appeared  a  cafe,  which 
he  fhould  refer  to,  in  fupport  of 
his  affertion.  It  was  there  Hated 
that  a  Mr.  Page,  who  became  bar¬ 
rack  mailer  at  Winchefter  in  i8oi, 
leaguing  with  a  Mr.  Green,  a  law¬ 
yer,  bought  a  houfe,  which  had 
been  before  rented  as  a  barrack  for 
63 1.  per  annum,  but  which  was  not 
worth  more  than  30I.  after  which 
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government  had  been  charged  1 631, 
for  it.  The  whole  fum  that  had 
been  paid  for  this  barrack,  fince  the 
year  1794,  amounted  to  1,700!.  j 
though,  according  to  the  ufual  al¬ 
lowance  of  officers,  only  33I.  10s. 
ought  to  have  been  paid  for  it,  as 
it  did  not  appear  that  the  barrack 
had  been  occupied  by  officers  for 
more  than  one  year  of  the  whole 
term.  He  begged  alfo  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  houfe  to  a  place 
called  the  Queen’s  Barracks,  near 
Weymouth.  This  edifice  contain¬ 
ed  fometimes  eight  hundred  men  ; 
and  though  great  expenfe  had  been 
incurred  in  fitting  it  up,  the  accom¬ 
modation  for  the  officers  and  men 
was  extremely  bad.  The  building 
was  in  a  low  fituation,  in  a  narrow 
ftreer,  near  a  public  brewhoufe, 
without  any  convenience  of  water 
but  from  a  pump,  which  was  at  a 
diftance,  and  often  dry,  and  with¬ 
out  any  place  for  exercinng  the 
troops,  fo  that  60  guineas  a-year 
were  paid  for  a  piece  of  land  at  a 
confiderabie  diftance  for  the  pur- 
pofe.  He  underftood  that  the  bar¬ 
rack  department  in  Ireland  was  in 
a3  bad  a  ftate  as  in  Great  Britain  ; 
and  he  was  the  more  alarmed  at 
this,  becaufe  he  looked  at  the  ex¬ 
penditure  of  that  country  in  the 
grofs,  which  was  now  nearly  equal, 
to  the  charge  for  Great  Britain  ; 
and  he  could  not  but  refiedl^that 
fifteen  feventeenths,  of  whatever 
fums  ftiould  be  expended  for  bar¬ 
racks  in  Ireland,  mull  be  defrayed 
by  this  country.  Mr.  Robfon  con¬ 
cluded  by  making  his  motion. 

Lord  Howick  faid,  he  was  not 
inclined  to  withhold  any  informa¬ 
tion  that  could  be  conveniently 
produced  on  this  fubjedl,  but  the 
returns  to  the  motion  could  not  be 
made  without  twenty  additional 
[/  %]  clerk?. 
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clerks.  The  houfe  would  confider, 
whether  it  would  be  expedient  to 
order  the  accounts  now  called  for, 
at  the  expenfe  of  fo  much  time  and 
labour,  when  the  attention  of  two 
commiflions,  the  military  commif- 
fton  and  the  other  commiffion,  ap¬ 
pointed  at  the  fuggeftion  of  the 
military  commiffion,  for  examining 
perfons  on  oath,  were  both  em¬ 
ployed  in  inveftigating  this  fub- 
je6i.  If  it  flaould  aDpear  that  thefe 
eommiffioners  were  negligent,  it 
would  be  for  the  houfe  to  deter¬ 
mine,  how  far  it  would  be  right  to 
comply  with  the  motion. 

Colonel  Barry  Ca id,  he  could 
con  rad  id  the  affiertion  of  the  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman,  with  refped  to 
the  barrack  department  in  Ireland, 
from  an  experience  of  ten  years; 
but  he  agreed  with  him  that  it 
would  be  defirable  to  avoid,  as 
much  as  poffible,  the  ufe  of  tem¬ 
porary  barracks.  When,  however, 
lr  was  found  neceffary  to  march  a 
body  of  troops  to  a  particular 
point,  where  there  were  no  accom¬ 
modations,  it  was  expedient  to 
hire  buildings  at  any  rent  that  was 
demanded.  The  barrack-mafter- 
general  in  Ireland,  fel t  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  putting  the  barracks  in 
that  country  on  the  fame  footing 
as  in  this,  and  attended  particu¬ 
larly  to  economy  in  his  depart¬ 
ment. 

Mr.  Robfon  in  reply  faid,  that 
he  was  perfuaded,  if  the  noble  lord 
would  take  the  trouble  to  read  the 
motion  at  length,  he  would  then 
fee,  whether  or  not  fuch  an  account 
txifled  in  any  public  office  ;  and  if 
it  could  not  be  produced  in  a  day 
or  two,  he  (till  fhould  infill  that 
the  houfe  ought  not  to  feparate  rill 
his  motion  was  confented  to.  Lad- 
year  he  had  confined  his  enquiry 


to  one  parilh  or  diffrift  in  the  Iflc 
of  Wight,  and  in  that  place  he  had 
fmce  found,  that  the  rent  of  tem¬ 
porary  barracks  was  reduced  one- 
half.  Barns,  hired  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  and  rated  at  2k2ooi.  were 
now  lowered  to  1,100  .  by  means 
of  the  motion  he  had  formerly 
made.  All  this  would  prove  to 
have  taken  place,  although  he  was 
now  to  be  refufed  the  produdlion 
of  that  which  would  enable  him, 
not  only  to  bring  feveraj  barrack- 
mailers  to  the  bar,  but  alfo  to  five 
the  fum  of  two  millions  to  the  pub¬ 
lic.  As  he  believed,  nev.erthelefs, 
that  fome  reform  was  in  agitation, 
at  the  inilance  or  minifers  them- 
felves,  he  could  allure  them,  that 
he  was  only  deftrous  of  fpeedtly 
obviating  thefe  abufes,  and,  there¬ 
fore,  he  fhould  not  prefs  his  motion 
to  a  divifion.  The  queflion  was 
then  put  and  negatived,  when  Mr. 
Robfon  faid  he  fhould,  on  fome  fu¬ 
ture  day,  fubmit  a  motion  that 
would  reach  the  barrack  depart¬ 
ments  on  foreign  Nations.  Pie 
hoped  the  charges  abroad  (for  in- 
flance,  in  the  ifland  of  Sicily) 
would  not  be  found  fuch  as  had 
formerly  exified  in  Corfica. 

On  the  1 6th  of  February,  lord 
Grenville  fubmitted  a  bill  for  the 
better  regulation  of  courts  of  juf- 
tice  in  Scotland,  according  to  the 
plan  traced  in  the  refoiutions  paffed 
the  preceding  feffions,  Before  he 
entered  upon  the  detail,  he  faid  it 
was  important  that  he  fhould  cor- 
redl  an  error  which  had  gone  abroad, 
that  it  was  his  intention  to  affimi- 
late  the  law  of  Scotland  to  that  of 
this  country.  He  had  no  fuch 
view,  nor  could  he  conceive  any 
theory  more  erroneous,  any  project 
more  wild  and  pregnant  with  dan¬ 
ger,  than  that  of  endeavouring  to 

impofe 
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impofe  the  laws  of  one  country 
Upon  another,  without  confidering 
the  difference  of  habits  and  man¬ 
ners.  It  was  no  part  of  hl.s  objedt 
to  alter  the  law  of  Scotland,  but 
to  improve  the  adminiftration  of 
it.  That  fome  arrangement  of  this 
nature  was  neceflary  mult  be  ob¬ 
vious  to  their  lordfhios.  Their 

i 

table  was  now  loaded  with  appeals, 
the  greater  part  of  which  were  from 
Scotland,  and  which  perpetually  in- 
creafed  fo  much,  that  it  was  almoft 
impoflible  to  decide  them.  He  now 
propofed  to  carry  into  efFeft  the 
meafure,  the  leading  features  of 
which  had  been  hated  in  the  pro- 
pofitions  of  1806.  The  firft  point 
was  to  divide  the  court  of  feffion 
into  three  chambers,  confiding  of 
five  judges  in  each.  The  next  was 
to  introduce  the  trial  by  jury  in 
fuits,  refpefting  perfonal  rights, 
but  not  to  extend  it  to  fuits  rela¬ 
tive  to  landed  eftates,  becaufe, 
from  the  nature  of  the  laws  of 
Scotland,  the  rights  to  thefe  es¬ 
tates  became  wholly  a  matter  of 
law,  and  involved  no  queftion  of 
fadf  upon  which  a  jury  could  give 
a  verdift.  The  third  was  the  in¬ 
stitution  of  an  intermediate  court 
of  appeal,  by  empowering  his  ma- 
jefty  to  appoint  a  prefident  to  that 
court,  conhitute  the  lord  chief  ba¬ 
ron  of  the  exchequer  a  lord  of  fef¬ 
fion  and  a  member  of  the  court, 
and  the  prefidents  of  the  three 
chambers,  into  which  the  court  of 
feffion  was  to  be  divided,  alfo  mem¬ 
bers  thereof,  thus  forming  a  court 
ot  five  judges,  one  of  whom  would 
neceffarily  be  the  prefident  of  the 
chamber,  where  the  fuit,  refpeifl- 
ing  which  the  appeal  was  brought,* 
had  been  in  the  firft  inftanee  heard, 
and  at  whofe  option  it  would  be  to 
attend  the  court  of  revifion,  upon 
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hearing  the  appeal  refjpedting  fuch 
fuit,  but  whofe  prefence  the  other 
judges  might,  on  many  occafions, 
deem  advifable,  in  order  to  give 
them  information  as  to  the  fuit, 
over  the  decifion  of  which,  in  the 
inferior  court,  he  had  prefided. 
Having  thus  explained  his  mo¬ 
tives,  he  left  it  to  the  wifdom  of 
their  lordlhips  to  fuggeft  fuch  alter¬ 
ations  as  might  be  deemed  proper, 
with  a  view  of  rendering  the  plan 
more  perfect.  He  therefore  wifhed, 
that  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill 
fhould  not  take  place  till  that  day 
three  weeks. 

The  duke  of  Montrofe  expreffed 
fome  doubts  as  to  the  efHcacy  of 
the  proportion,  and  particularly  to 
the  extenfion  of  trial  by  jury  in 
civil  cafes  to  Scotland  ;  which,  he 
thought,  would  create  alarm  there, 
as  it  would  alter  the  value  of  fecu- 
rities,  at  prefent  perfectly  legal. 
Lord  Hawkefbury  ’alfo  had  appre- 
henfions  on  this  latter  point,  and 
recommended  the  trial  by  jury  to 
be  detached  from  this  bill,  and 
made  the  fubjedt  of  a  fecond. 
Lord  Eldon  wifhed  to  imprefs  on 
their  lordfhips,  that  the  court  of 
feffion  was  a  court  of  equity  as 
well  as  a  court  of  law,  and,  there¬ 
fore,  it  would  require  confiderable 
care  in  framing  provifior.s,  for  the 
purpofe  of  forming  iffiues  of  faft  to 
be  tried  by  a  jury.  He  thought 
it  would  be  expedient  to  fix  the 
fecond  reading  of  the  bill  for  that 
day  month  inftead  of  three  weeks. 
Lord  Grenville,  wifiiing  the  bill 
to  be  committed  previoufiy  to  the 
Eafter  recefs,  fubmitted  to  the 
houfe,  that  the  fecond  reading 
fhould  be  on  that  day  three  weeks, 
and  the  commitment  on  that  day 
four  weeks,  by  which  the  wilhes 
of  the  noble  lord  might  be  met. 
[/3J  This 
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This  propofal  was  aftented  to  ;  and 
lord  Ellenborough,  as  well  as  the 
lord-chancellor,  gave  his  entire  ap¬ 
probation  to  the  plan  in  every  re- 
fpeft,  the  former  observing,  he 
was  fo  thoroughly  convinced  that 
the  eflential  advantages  to  be  de¬ 
rived  from  the  modification  of  ap¬ 
peals  would  be  fo  great  a  boon  to 
Scotland,  that  nothing  but  peti¬ 
tions  from  the  whole  people  could 
convince  him,  that  the  project  was 
unwife  or  inexpedient.  The  bill 
was  then  read  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

On  the  10th  of  March  lord 
Grenville,  adverting  to  the  incon¬ 
venience  which  the  houfe  had  fuf- 
fered  from  the  great  number  of 
Scotch  appeals,  moved,  that  an  ac¬ 
count  be  prefented  of  the  number 
of  them,  from  the  year  1794  to 
1801  ;  and  next  an  account  of  the 
Scotch  and  Irifh  appeals,  from  1801 
to  1 807  :  which  were  ordered.  The 
lord-chancellor  then  apprifed  the 
houfe,  that  he  had  received  a  memo¬ 
rial  from  the  president  and  fenators 
of  the  college  ofjuftieein  Scotland, 
upon  the  fubjedt  of  the  bill  before 
their  lordlhips  ;  but  it  was  de¬ 
cided,  that  the  memorial  could  not 
be  received,  although  it  was  ad¬ 
mitted,  that  the  opinions  of  thefe 
learned  perfons  fhould  be  in  the 
poffeflion  of  the  houfe.  Lord  Lau¬ 
derdale  fuggefted,  that  the  lords  of 
the  court  of  fefiion  fhould  prefent  a 
petition  in  their  individual  capa¬ 
city,  and  the  lord-chancellor  un¬ 
dertook  to  make  the  neceifary 
communication  to  the  learned  lord 
from  whom  he  received  the  memo¬ 
rial.  Lord  Grenville  on  the  12th 
ftated,  that  though  he  was  de¬ 
cidedly  hoftile  to  receiving  the 
©pinions  of  the  lords  of  feftion, 
with  refpeft  to  the  expediency  of 


the  bill  as  a  Iegiftative  meafure, 
he  thought  it  important  that  their 
lordfhips  fnould  have  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  putting  queftions  to  fome 
of  them,  concerning  the  practical 
efFefl  which  might  be  produced  by 
any  of  the  provifions  of  the  bill : 
he  therefore  moved,  that  the  lord- 
prefident,  and  the  two  fenior  lords 
of  the  court  of  fefiion,  fhould  at¬ 
tend  the  fervice  of  the  houfe  with 
all  convenient  fpeed. 

Lord  Kinnaird  doubted  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  hearing  the  lords  of  fef- 
fion  at  all  ;  yet,  if  they  were  to 
be  heard,  he  thought  they  fhould 
be  all  ordered  to  attend  ;  but  lord 
Lauderdale  obferved,  that  if  all 
the  judges  of  the  court  of  feftioR 
were  to  be  in  waiting,  it  would 
greatly  impede  the  regular  courfe 
of  juftice  in  Scotland.  Lord  El¬ 
don  concurred  in  the  propriety  of 
the  motion,  and  fuggefted,  that 
the  ftage  of  the  bill,  in  which  the 
attendance  of  the  judges  would  be 
moll  ufeful,  would  be  in  the  com¬ 
mittee.  Lord  Grenville  was  of 
opinion,  that  no  delay  ought  to 
take  place  in  the  progrefs  of  the 
bill,  and  that  the  houfe  miubt  ftill 
proceed  on  it  in  the  manner  origi¬ 
nally  propofed  ;  and  lord  Auck¬ 
land  was  anxious  to  have  it  dif- 
tinftly  underftood,  that  the  at¬ 
tendance  of  any  of  the  other  lords 
of  fefiion  who  might  find  it  con¬ 
venient  would  be  defirable.  The 
motion  was  confequently  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time 
on  the  13th  of  March,  when  the 
marquis  of  Abercorn  condemned  the 
proceeding  as  a  complete  innova¬ 
tion,  and  becaufe  it  went  to  create 
new  places  dependent  on  the  crown. 
On  the  1 6th  great  obje&ion  was 
made  to  the  meafure  by  the  duke 
of  Montrofe,  lords  Redefdale,  El- 

lion. 
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don,  and  the  earl  of  Mansfield. 
It  was  argued,  that  the  divifion 
of  the  court  of  feffion  into  three 
chambers,  with  a  fuperior  court  of 
appeal,  would  be  an  infraftion  of 
the  articles  of  union,  inafmuch  as 
the  court  of  feffion  would  thus  be 
no  longer  the  fupreme  court  of 
Scotland.  The  divifion  into  three 
chambers  might  alfo  be  productive 
of  ferious  inconveniences.  The 
chamber  of  review  would  defeat 
the  more  fpeedy  adminidratioo  of 
judice,  by  again  narrowing  the 
channel  of  that  adminidration  ; 
and  there  was  little  doubt  that 
this  court  of  appeal,  if  edablifhed, 
would  foon  be  as  much  overloaded 
with  appeals  as  the  houfe  of  lords. 
The  provifions  of  the  bill  were  ex¬ 
tremely  defective  with  refpeft  to 
the  directions  given  for  reforting 
to  trials  by  jury,  and  appeared  to 
be  framed  without  due  attention  to 
the  nature  of  pleadings  in  the  court 
of  feflion,  which  were  fo  different 
from  thofe  adopted  by  the  courts  of 
law  in  Wedminder  hall.  To.  in¬ 
troduce  the  trial  by  jury  into  Scot¬ 
land  was  reprefen  ted  to  be  a  dan¬ 
gerous  experiment,  and  the  opinion 
of  the  great  earl  of  Mansfield  was 
cited,  that  it  was  totally  unfuited 
to  the  habits  and  prejudices  of  the 
people.  It  was  fuggefted,  that  it 
would  be  much  more  advifahle  to 
divide  the  court  of  feffion  into  two 
chambers,  confiding  of  eight  judges 
and  feven,  from  each  of  which  three 
judges  might  be  detached  to  the 
outer  houfe,  to  do  the  bufinefs  there 
in  a  manner  more  complete  than  was 
now  praftifed.  If  this  mode  were 
adopted,  and  the  courts  empowered 
to  give  pofTeflion  in  confequence  of 
judgment,  and  to  order  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  money,  or  to  take  good 
fecurity  in  cafe  of  an  appeal ;  and 


alfo,  if  in  the  houfe  of  lords  cods 
were  given  for  appeals,  to  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  expenfes  actually  incur¬ 
red,  together  with  damages  for 
any  injury  fudained,  there  would 
be  no  necedity  for  an  intermediate 
court  of  appeal,  and  appeals  to  the 
lords  would  be  lefs  frequent. 

Lord  Melville  declared  himfelf 
friendly  to  the  principle  of  diminifh- 
ing-  the  number  of  the  lords  of  fef- 
lion  :  he  had  formerly  propofed  a  bill 
redrifting  their  number  to  ten ; 
but  he  confeffed  he  thought  the  pro*, 
podtion  of  the  noble  lord,  for  divid¬ 
ing  the  court  into  three  chambers, 
much  preferable.  He  doubted, 
however,  the  propriety  of  eda- 
blifhing  a  court  of  review,  which 
he  alfo  thought  an  infringement  of 
the  aft  of  union ;  while,  at  the 
fame  time,  it  would  not  leffen  the 
number  of  appeals  to  that  houfe, 
as  the  litigants  would  dill  be 
anxious  to  refer  to  the  lad  refort. 

The  earl  of  Selkirk,  the  earl 
of  Lauderdale,  and  lord  Grenville, 
replied  to  thefe  remarks:  they 
contended,  that  it  was  perfeftly 
conddent  with  the  aft  of  union, 
to  make  regulations  for  adminider** 
ing  judice  in  Scotland  in  a  better 
manner.  It  was  improbable,  that 
the  edablifhment  of  an  interme¬ 
diate  court  of  appeal  would  tend 
to  increafe  appeals,  as  experience 
in  this  country,  with  refpeft  to 
the  court  of  exchequer  chamber, 
proved  direftly  the  reverfe.  No 
Sufficient  reafion  had  been  urged  for 
dividing  the  chamber  into  two. 
If  the  divifion  into  three  chambers 
was  an  infringement  of  the  aft  of 
union,  it  was  perfeftly  clear,  that 
the  divifion  of  it  into  two  was  no 
lefs  fo.  The  19th  article  of  union 
was  quoted  to  prove,  that  this  mea- 
fure  was  perfeftly  conilitutional  j 
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and  it  was  infixed,  that  parliament 
had  the  power  of  making  enact¬ 
ments  of  a  fimilar  nature.  The 
propofal  of  inftituting  the  trial  by 
jury  formed  part  of  the  refolutions 
pad  lad  fellion  ;  and  lince  that  pe¬ 
riod,  no  petition  had  been  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  houfe  from  any  part 
of  Scotland  againft  that  divifion  of 
the  plan.  The  houfe  then  went 
into  a  committee  pro  forma ,  in 
which  lord  Eldon  gave  notice  that 
he  fhould,  when  they  came  to  the 
claufe  relative  to  the  trial  by  jury, 
move  that  it  be  omitted,  for  the 
purpofe  of  having  another  fubfti- 
tuted  better  fuited  to  anfwer  the- 
end  defired.  Progrefs  was  then  re¬ 
ported,  and  the  committee  obtained 
leave  to  fit  again. 

On  the  iSthlord  Grenville  faid, 
in  confequence  of  what  had  paffed 
in  the  late  difcuffion  of  this  mea- 
fure,  he  thought  it  would  be  more 
advifable  to  empower  the  commit¬ 
tee  to  feparate  all  that  part  of  the 
bill,  which  related  to  trial  by  jury, 
from  the  other  parts  which  related 
to  the  divifion  of  the  court  of  fef- 
fion  into  three  chambers,  and  the 
formation  of  a  court  of  review ; 
he  fhould  therefore  move  to  poft- 
pone  the  committee  till  the  23d, 
when  it  was  his  intention  to  pro- 
pofe  feveral  amendments. 

Lord  Eldon  had  no  doubt  that 
the  trial  by  jury  might  be  bene¬ 
ficially  extended  to  Scotland  in 
fome  cafes,  but  great  care  would 
be  required  with  refpeCf  to  the 
means  of  carrying  it  into  effeCf  ; 
and  the  lord-chancellor  profefled  to 
have  no  difficulty  in  thinking,  that 
he  fhould  be  able  to  convince  their 
iordlhips,  that  to  introduce  the  trial 
by  jury  into  Scotland  would  be 
much  eafier  than  they  imagined. 
Lord  Melville  wiftied  that  means 


might  be  adopted  of  bringing; 
caufes  to  a  greater  maturity  in 
the  outer  houfe,  without  which, 
he  thought,  the  propofed  meafure 
would  not  produce  any  thing  like 
the  beneficial  effect  expected  from 
it.  With  this  view,  he  conceived 
it  would  be  proper  to  have  only 
two  chambers  in  the  inner  houfe,. 
whofe  foie  bufinefs  it  fhould  be,  to 
review  the  decifions  in  the  outer 
houfe,  where,  from  the  larger  por¬ 
tion  of  time  allowed  to  judges  for 
tranfaffing  bufinefs,  that  bufinefs 
might  be  done  well.  Lord  Lau¬ 
derdale  concurred  in  the  neceffity 
of  devifmg  a  method  to  regulate 
the  outer  houfe,  as  it  had  been 
calculated  that  the  lords  of  feffion, 
in  confequence  of  the  multiplicity 
of  other  bufinefs,  were  only  able 
to  allot  fixty  three  hours  in  the 
year  to  that  of  the  outer  houfe. 

The  committee  did  not  fit  again 
until  the  25th,  when  lord  Gren¬ 
ville  made  his  motion,  and  fug- 
gefted  fome  amendments  likely  to 
abridge  the  number  of  appeals  to 
the  peers,  all  of  which  were  agreed 
to.  On  the  17th  of  April,  lord 
Kinnaird  having  moved  that  the 
lord-prefident  and  the  two  fenior 
judges  fhould  be  ordered  to  attend, 
a  long  difcuffion  arofe,  whether 
they  were  to  fit  within  the  bar  or 
not,  and  it  was  determined,  that 
they  fhould  not  be  received  in  the 
body  of  the  houfe.  At  this  pe¬ 
riod  a  change  had  occurred  in  the 
adminiflration  ;  and  lords  Melville, 
Eldon,  and  Hawkefbury,  argued 
ftrongly  againft  the  bill.  The  lat. 
ter  moved  an  amendment  in  the 
firft  claufe  of  it,  to  the  effect  of 
dividing  the  court  of  feflion  into 
two  chambers  inftead  of  three.  A 
debate  confequently  enfued,  in 
which  .it  appeared,  that  minifters 

were 
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Yrere  rather  inclined  to  confider  the 
whole  bill  as  an  innovation  much 
to  be  deprecated.  At  a  late  hour 
lord  Auckland  moved  to  have  the 
Scotch  judges  calied  in  ;  but  it  was 
agreed  that  the  fubjeft  Ihould  be 
refumed  on  the  20th. 

On  that  day  lord  Auckland  fub- 
mitted  to  the  houfe,  whether  it 
was  really  fair  in  the  noble  lords  to 
engraft  upon  a  bill,  which  had  un¬ 
dergone  fuch  mature  deliberation, 
both  there  and  in  the  country,  a 
new  one  altogether  different  in 
principle  ;  he  thought  it  would  be 
much  better  if  they  rejected  it  alto¬ 
gether. 

The  lord  chancellor  (lord  Eldon) 
perceived  no  want  of  fairnefs  in 
thofe,  who  fupported  the  propofed 
amendments  ;  but  he  Ihould  fay  for 
himfelf,  that  he  had  never  given 
any  pledge  to  favour  the  meafure  ; 
than  a  bare  admiffion  that  fome 
change  was  neceffary  in  the  mode 
of  adminiftering  jullice  in  Scot¬ 
land  ;  and  lord  Hawkefbury  de¬ 
nied  that  the  propofal,  for  dividing 
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the  court  of  feffion  into  two  cham¬ 
bers  inftead  of  three,  violated  the 
principle  of  the  bill.  On  the 
other'hand,  it  was  infilled  by  lord 
Kinnaird,  that  the  amendment  to¬ 
tally  changed  the  effence  of  the 
bufinefs.  The  lord  chancellor, 
however,  gave  the  death  blow  to 
the  affair,  by  faying  he  would  pro- 
pofe  a  motion,  which  might  bring 
the  matter  to  iffue.  It  was  his  in¬ 
tention  to  move  that  the  commit-  '4 
tee  be  deferred  till  the  23d,  that 
their  lordfhips  might  have  time  to 
make  up  their  minds  on  the  fub- 
je<ft  ;  and  that  then  he  might  take 
the  fenfe  of  the  houfe  upon  it,  and 
afterwards,  if  neceffary,  move  that 
the  committee  be  poflponed  for 
three  weeks,  for  the  purpofe  of  al¬ 
lowing  time  to  prepare  another 
bill.  The  proportion  of  the  lord 
chancellor  being  agreed  to,  the 
matter  was  renewed  on  that  day  ; 
but  nothing  of  the  leafl  importance 
occurred,  and  the  bill  was  fubfe- 
quently  loft  by  the  diflblution  of 
parliament# 

s 


CHAP.  VIII. 


Narrative  of  the  circumfiances  which  led  to  a  Change  in  the  Minifiry.  Lori 
Howick  brings  a  Bill  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for feenring  to  all  claffes 
of  his  Majefiy' s  fubjelis  the  privilege  of  ferving  in  the  Army  and  Navy* 
It  is  oppofed  by  Mr.  Perceval ,  Mr.  Montapue ,  Mr.  Yorle ,  and  Mr.  /. 
H.  B  rovene.  Lord  Sidmouth  explains  to  his  colleagues  his  objections  t& 
the  unqualified  tende?icy  of  the  meafure  ;  and  his  Majefiy  Jignfies  to  Lord 
Grenville  his  decided  repugnance  to  it.  M  infers  hold  a  meeting ,  to  which 
neither  Lord  Sidmouth ,  Lord  Erjkine ,  nor  Lord  Ellenborough ,  is  Jummoncd $ 
and  they  refolve  to  abandon  the  Bill.  They  fubmit  a  declaration  to  the  So~ 
vereign  relative  to  their  future  conduit .  His  majefiy  cor/fequently  demands 
a.  pledge ,  that  no  farther  concejjions  to  the  Catholics  Jhould  be  propofed 
to  him .  M infers  decline  to  give  the  pledge  required.  Lord  Howie  k  in * 
forms  the  Houfe  of  Commons ,  that  his  Majefiy  is  engaged  in  forming  a  new 
Adminifiration.  Debate  on  Mr.  Banhes's  Motion  concerning  the  grant  of 
tfices  in  reverfion*  Difcujjion  on  the  Motion  of  Mr #  Martin  for  an  Ad - 

drefc 
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■drcfs  t»  his  Majefty,  praying  him  not  to  concede  the  office  of  Chancellor  of 
the  Duichy  of  Lane  after,  or  any  other  office  not  ufualL  given  for  life , 
for  any  other  term  than  during  pleafure ,  Speeches  oj  Mr.  Martin ,  Mr„ 
Percental ,  Lord  Henry  Petty ,  Mr.  Siurges  Bourne ,  Mr*  Sheridan ,  the 
Mafter  of  the  Rolls ,  Lord  Hovtick,  and  of  J'enteral  6th  r  members.  The 
Addrefs  voted.  Lords  Grenville  and  Hovoick  detail ,  in  both  Houfes  of 
Parliament ,  the  events  vthich  induced  his  Majcfty  to  look  out  for  other 
fervants.  Lord  Auckland  lays  before  the  Hou/e  of  Peers  a?i  account  of  the 
Commerce  of  the  Country . 


AS  the  change  which  occurred 
about  this  period  in  the  mi- 
niltry,  forms  a  principal  feature  in 
fine  domeftic  hiftory  of  the  year, 
the  circumftance  which  led  to  that 
event  merits  peculiar  attention. 
According  to  the  narrative  given 
by  the  chief  members  of  the  dis¬ 
placed  cabinet  in  both  houfes  of 
parliament,  it  appears  that  it  had 
been  the  object  of  that  part  of  his 
majefty’s  fervants,  who  were  for¬ 
merly  pledged  to  Support  what  was 
called  catholic  emancipation,  to 
endeavour  to  pacify  their  clients 
by  the  mild  and  conciliatory  go¬ 
vernment  of  Ireland,  and  by  pre¬ 
vailing  on  them  to  defer  their 
hopes,  till  an  opportunity  prefent- 
ed  itfelf  of  advocating  their  caufe 
with  fome  hope  of  fuccefs.  For  a 
certain  time  it  alfo  Seems  that  the 
catholics  were  willing  to  acauiefce 
in  the  reafons  for  delay,  given  by 
fhofe  who  were  fuppofed  to  be  fa¬ 
vourable  to  their  claims;  but  when 
they  found  that  their  objed  was 
likely  to  be  indefinitely  poftponed, 
that  body  determined  to  put  the 
repeated  affurances  of  their  patrons 
To  a  pradical  teft,  by  bringing 
forward  their  petition,  in  fpite  of 
every  coutitel  and  recommendation 
to  forbearance.  This  deprecated 
Itteafure,  in  addition  to  the  diftur- 
bances  which  broke  out  in  Ireland 


at  the  latter  end  of  the  preceding 
year,  polfibly  induced  the  majority 
of  minifters  to  devife  fome  inter¬ 
mediate  proceeding,  calculated  to 
tranquillize  the  catholics  at  lealt 
for  the  prefent.  To  throw  open 
the  army  and  navy  to  individuals, 
naturally  of  a  martial  fpirit  and 
emulous  of  glory,  was  the  expe¬ 
dient  which  they  adopted,  and 
from  which,  owing  to  the  acknow¬ 
ledged  gallantry  and  enthufiaitic 
temperament  of  the  fubjeds  to  be 
introduced  into  thofe  profelfions, 
they  befides  augured  the  higheft 
advantages  to  the  country.  In 
forming  the  expedation,  that  they 
Ihould  thus  allay  the  fpirit  of  dis¬ 
content  which  prevailed  in  Ireland, 
they  conceived  themfelves  warrant¬ 
ed  by  the  example  of  the  great  earl 
of  Chatham,  who,  in  older  to  re¬ 
move  the  difaffedion  felt  by  the  na¬ 
tives  of  the  Highlands  of  Scotland, 
held  out  allurements  for  the  popu¬ 
lation  of  thofe  diftrids  to  enlift  in 
the  army,  with  the  molt  fortunate 
refult. 

To  underfiand  the  nature  of 
the  exifting  law  on  this  point,  it 
will  be  necelfary  to  recur  to  the 
tranfadions  of  the  Irifh  parlia¬ 
ment.  In  the  year  1778  a  bill 
had  been  paffed  in  it,  enabling  all 
proteflant  diifenters  to  hold,  not 
only  any  rank  in  the  army,  but 

every 
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every  employment  whatever  of  a 
civil  defcription.  In  1793  the 
Irifti  legiilaiure  agreed  to  an  ad, 
by  which  perfons  of  the  catholic 
perfuafion  were  empowered  to  enter 
the  army,  as  well  as  to  obtain  ad¬ 
vancement  and  rank  in  it,  with 
the  reftridion,  that  they  could  nei¬ 
ther  fill  the  offices  of  commander 
in  chief,  mailer  general  of  the  ord¬ 
nance,  nor  general  on  the  ftaff. 
By  this  act,  an  officer  could  head  his 
battalion  or  regiment  in  Ireland  ; 
but  if  an  invafion  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  a  rebellion,  or  any  other 
preffing  emergency  in  that  part  of 
the  empire,  ihould  render  it  necef- 
fary  for  his  corps  to  be  called  over, 
the  moment  he  fet  his  foot  on 
Britifti  ground,  he  was  difqualified 
for  command.  This  inconfiftency 
was  fo  ilrongly  felt  when  the  bill 
was  paflfed,  that  a  pledge  was  ex¬ 
plicitly  given  by  the  lord  chancel¬ 
lor  of  Ireland,  and  thechief  fecretary 
©f  that  country  (lord  Clare,  and  lord 
Buckinghamffiire),  that  a  fimilar 
law  ihould  be  fubmitted  to  the 
Englifn  parliament ;  which  pledge 
was  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  fe¬ 
cretary  of  Hate,  in  adifpatch  from 
the  latter,  then  Mr.  Hobart. 

From  all  the  data  afforded  by 
the  debates  on  this  subjed,  it 
feems  moft  probable,  that  fome’of 
the  members  of  adminiftration  had 
not  adequately  adverted  to  the  re- 
ftridions  of  the  Irifn  ad*,  when 
they  propofed  to  obviate  the  dis¬ 
cordancy  of  the  law  obtaining  in 
this  cafe,  and  to  open  the  profef- 
fions  of  the  army  and  navy  to  the 
catholics,  Englifh  as  well  as  Irifh, 
upon  their  taking  a  certain  oath  to 
be  prefcribed.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
when  this  was  the  determination  of 
the  major  part  of  the  cabinet,  it 
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became  equally  neceifary  to  remove 
the  inconveniences  of  the  protef- 
tant  diifenters  of  Great  Britain, 
with  the  like  provifion  of  the 
oath  to  be  taken,  as  far  as  thofb 
inconveniences  regarded  their  em¬ 
bracing  his  majefty’s  military  and 
naval  fer  vice,  otherwife  they  would 
have  had  juft  reafon  to  complain. 

A  meeting  of  the  cabinet  was 
held  at  the  houfe  of  earl  Spencer  on 
the  9th  of  February,  when  this 
important  bufinefs  was  put  in  train. 
A  difpatch  to  the  lord  lieutenant 
of  Ireland  was  produced  by  lord 
Grenville  on  the  matter  in  queftioru 
That  difpatch,  and  the  reafoning 
by  which  it  was  recommended,  re¬ 
ferred  exelufively  to  three  objeds, 
to  which  the  attention  of  minifters 
was  called,  as  it  was  then  ftated, 
by  confiderations  of  good  faith, 
policy,  and  coniiftency.  Firft, 
that,  as  his  majefty  had  been  em¬ 
powered  by  the  Irifti  ad  of  1793 
to  grant  military  commiffions  t® 
his  Roman  Catholic  fubjeds  in  Ire¬ 
land,  it  was  deemed  neceflary,  that 
perfons  holding  thofe  commiffions 
fhould  not  become  liable  to  penal¬ 
ties,  if  called  upon  to  ferve  in 
Great  Britain;  fecondly,  that  there 
fhould  be  fee u red  to  Roman  Catholic 
officers  and  foldiers  the  fame  tolera¬ 
tion  in  the  exercife  of  their  reli¬ 
gion,  which  was  afforded  to  all 
other  clafles  of  his  majefty’s  fub¬ 
jeds  ;  and  thirdly,  that  the  capa¬ 
city  of  holding  military  commif¬ 
fions,  which  was  conferred  by  the 
Irifti  ad,  fhould  be  extended  to  his 
majefty’s  catholic  fubjeds  in  this 
part  of  the  united  kingdom.  When 
this  difpatch  was  difculfed,  lord 
Sidmouth  clearly  informed  his  col¬ 
leagues,  that  he  could  not  agree  to 
any  new  conceffion,  and  it  is  to  be 


*  It  is  certain,  by  his  «w«  confejfiioB,  that  lard  Hcovick  had  not  attended  to  them. 

prefumed 
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prefumed  that  the  fame  fentiments 
'tvere  expreffrd  by  *  two  other 
cabinet  miniHerSj  though  no  fuch 
refolution  has  been  pofitively  de¬ 
clare^.  The  difpatch  was  fent  to 
the  king  at  Windfor  on  the  evening 
of  the  9  th,  and  returned  on  the  fol- 
lowit  g  day,  with  a  note  intimating, 
that  his  majefiy  did  nor  approve  of 
the  meafure,  and  “  the  hope  he 
had  entertained  that  the  fubjeft 
would  not  again  have  been  agi¬ 
tated.  "  On  the  evening  of  the 
loth,  another  cabinet  meeting 
was  held  ;  at  which  a  minute  was 
prepared,  defcribing  in  terms  the 
molt  refpeftfui,  the  precife  grounds 
on  which  his  majeHy's  fervants 
deemed  it  incumbent  on  them  to 
folicit  permiffion  to  propofe  to  par¬ 
liament  fome  claufes,  to  the  effeft 
before  Hated,  to  be  inferred  in  the 
mutiny  bill ;  but  without  adverting 
to  the  expediency  of  repealing  the 
exceptions  in  the  Irifh  aft,  or  of  ex¬ 
tending  the  meafure  to  the  naval 
fcrvice.  This  minute  was  commu¬ 
nicated  by  the  fecretary  of  Hate  to 
the  king,  who  tranfmitted  an  an- 
fwer  to  it  on  the  1 2th,  which  Hared, 
that  “  however  painful  his  ma¬ 
le  ft  v  had  found  it  to  reconcile 
to  his  feelines  the  removal  of 

o 

objections,  which  might  have  the 
moft  diftant  reference  to  a  queftion, 
that  had  already  been  the  fubjeft 
of  fuch  frequent  and  diftreffing  re- 
fieftion,  he  would  not,  under  the 
circumftances  in  which  it  was  fo 
earneitly  preffed,  and  adverting 
particularly  to  what  took  place  in 
x 7 93*  Prevent  h*s  niinillers  from 
fubmittmg,  for  the  confideration  of 
parliament,  the  propriety  of  infert- 
ing  the  propofed  ciaufes  in  the  mu¬ 
tiny  bill.  While,  however,  the 
king  fo  far  reiuftandy  conceded. 


* 

he  thought  it  necefiary  to  declare 
that  he  would  not  go  one  Hep 
farther. '*  In  this  Hage  of  the 
bulinefs,  lord  Howick  gave  notice 
to  the  houfe  of  commons  on  the 
20th  of  February,  that  fome  ad¬ 
ditional  claufes  would  be  inferred 
in  the  mutiny  bill,  by  which  the 
objeft  above  related  would  be  ef¬ 
fected.  The  difpatch  having  been 
fent  to  Ireland,  the  contents  of  it 
were  communicated  by  Mr.  Elliott, 
the  principal  fecretary  of  the  go¬ 
vernment,  to  the  catholics.  Some 
difeuflion  arofe  upon  it,  and  a  quef¬ 
tion  was  put  by  one  of  the  catholic 
deputies,  Mr.  O'Conner,  whether 
the  propofed  meafure  went  the 
length  of  including  the  admiffion  of 
catholics  into  all  ranks  of  the  army, 
or  whether  it  was  to  be  limited  by 
the  reHriftions  of  the  Irifh  aft. 
Mr.  Elliott's  anfwer  was,  in  the 
words  of  the  difpatch,  that  it  was 
intended  to  enable  his  majeHy  to 
confer  (C  on  any  of  his  fubjefts 
any  military  commiffion  what¬ 
ever."  There  can  be  no  queHion, 
however,  that  Mr.  Elliott  had  con¬ 
ceived  doubts  as  to  the  extent  of  the 
proceeding,  thatheexprftfed  himfelf 
doubtfully,  and  that  his  anfwer  was 
reported  as  dubious  to  the  meeting  of 
the  catholics ;  but  it  was,at  the  fame 
time,  declared  by  the  deputies  who 
attended  this  conference,  that  they 
underHood  it  to  be  the  intention 
of  government,  that  HafF  appoint¬ 
ments  in  the  army,  which  had  been 
excepted  in  the  IriHi  aft,  (hould 
be  opened  to  them.  An  account 
detailing  all  thefe  circumHances 
was  tranfmitted  to  the  miniHers  in 
England,  and  by  them  laid  before 
the  king,  who  returned  it  without 
any  comment ;  but  it  evidently 
appears,  that  the  tendency  of  the 
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bufmefs  was  rot  didinftly  under- 
dood  by  his  majefty  ;  and  this  oc¬ 
currence  is  the  lefs  extraordinary, 
when  it  is  recollected,  that  by  the 
avowal  of  lord  Howick,  the  noble 

lord  himfelf  had  not  fufficiendy  at- 

* 

tended  to  the  didinciion  between 
that  tendency  and  the  Irifh  ad. 
Indeed,  a  mod;  unfortunate  mifap- 
prehenfion  prevailed  through  the 
whole  tranfaCtion,  the  caufes  of 
which  it  is  impofiible  to  explain, 
fince  the  multiplicity  of  evidence, 
contained  in  'the  fpeeches  made  in 
both  houfes  of  parliament,  only 
renders  the  matter  more  confufed 
and  unintelligible. 

As  it  was  now  clear,  however, 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
majority  of  miniders  to  repeal  the 
redriHions  of  the  aCt  of  1793, 
lord  Sidmouth  fignified  his  unqua¬ 
lified  objeftion  to  the  meafure  to 
lord  Grenville,  and  that  he  (Would 
oppofe  it  in  parliament  ;  and,  at  a 
cabinet  meeting  held  on  the  fird  of 
March,  declared  his  perfuafion  that 
his  majedy  was  not  aware  of  the 
extent  of  the  propofition.  After 
much  argument,  it  -was  decided 
that  lord  Howick  (Would  fend  to 
the  king  a  copy  of  the  claufes  to 
be  moved  in  the  mutiny  bill. 
Lord  Howick  relates,  that  in  order 
to  bring  the  matter  more  precifely 
tinder  his  majefty’s  view,  he  wrote 
.a  difpatch  to  the  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  in  anfwer  to  the  communi¬ 
cation  from  Dublin,  enclosing  the 
claufes  in  quedion,  dating  didinCt- 
ly  that  the  catholics  were  to  be  ad¬ 
mitted  to  hold  any  commiffion  or 
appointment  whatever,  and  obferv- 
ing  that  a  confirmation  was  thus 
given  to  Mr.  Eiliottfs anfwer  to  the 
catholic  deputies.  This  difpatch 
was  lent  down  to  his  majedy  at 
Windfor  on  the  2d  of  March,  and 
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having  been  perufed  by  him,  came 
back  on  the  following  morning, 
without  any  ex  predion  of  diffent, 
and  was  in  confequence  immediate¬ 
ly  forwarded  to  Ireland.  Objec¬ 
tions  having  been  darted  to  th« 
enaTment  of  the  intended  con- 
ceffions  by  claufes  in  the  mutiny 
bill,  it  was  determined  to  intro¬ 
duce  a  feparate  bill  for  the  purp  >fe* 
That  his  majedy  dill  laboured 
under  an  erroneous  idea  of  the  na¬ 
ture  of  what  was  propofed  is  eer^ 
tain  ;  for  lord  Howick  dates,  that 
after  an  audience  on  the  4th  of 
March,  the  king  was  pleafed  to 
alk  him,  what  bufinefs  was  ap¬ 
pointed  for  that  day  in  the  houfe 
of  commons ;  and  that  he  told  his 
majedy,  the  committee  on  the  mu¬ 
tiny  bill  dood  as  the  order  of  the 
day,  and  explained  to  him  the 
change  which  was  to  take  place  is 
the  mode  of  proceeding,  and  the 
reafons  which  had  caufed  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  a  feparate  bill ;  the 
king  afterwards  defired  to  know, 
whether  the  bill  intended  to  be 
brought  forward  was  not  the  fame 
as  the  Irifh  a  St  of  parliament  ? 
Whereupon,  lord  Howick  inform¬ 
ed  him  of  the  circumdances  in  which 
it  differed  from  that  aft,  adding  that 
he  had  apprehended,  they  had  al¬ 
ready  been  explained  to  his  majedy, 
in  the  lad  difpatch  which  had  been 
fubmitted  to  him.  The  king  now 
“  exprefled  a  general  diflike  and. 
difapprobation  of  the  meafure 
but  lord  Howick  “  underdood  the 
converfation  to  conclude  by  words 
giving  a  confent,  a  reluftant  con- 
fent,  or  perhaps  it  would  be  more 
corredlly  dated,  as  not  withdraw¬ 
ing  the  confent  which  had  been  ori¬ 
ginally  given  to  it.”  On  coming 
out  of  the  clofet,  lord  Howick  re¬ 
lated  to  lord  Grenville  what  had 
,  pa  fifed  j 
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pa{Ted  ;  and  both  thefe  noble  lords 
concurred  in  opinion,  that  the  king 
did  not  intend  to  iignify  any  abfo- 
)ute  objection  to  the  bill.  Lord 
Grenville  had  an  audience  imme¬ 
diately  afterwards  with  his  majef- 
ty,  but  not  a  word  paiTed  on  the 
fubjeft.  Under  thefe  impreffions, 
lord  Ho  wick,  on  the  ^th  of  March, 
propofed  in  the  houfe  of  commons 
the  Bill  for  fecuring  to  all  claffes  of 
his  ma jelly’s  fubjefts  the  privilege 
of  ferving  in  the  army  and  navy. 

After  pointing  out  the  nature  of 
the  disqualifications  that  were  to 
be  annulled,  which  has  been  already 
related,  the  noble  lord  explained  the 
reafon  of  admitting  catholics  into 
the  navy,  which  was,  he  faid,  that 
a  promife  had  been  given  to  infti- 
tute  a  bill  in  the  Britifn  parliament 
for  that  purpofe,  at  the  time  the 
Jtifn  aft  palled,  and  the  only  rea¬ 
fon  why  the  navy  had  not  been 
included  in  that  aft  was,  that  Ire¬ 
land  had  no  navy  ;  and  he  argued 
that  if  it  were  right  to  allow  ca¬ 
tholics  to  ferve  in  the  army,  there 
could  be  no  podible  objection  to 
permitting  them  to  enter  into  the 
other  branch  of  our  warlike  eda- 
blifhment,  fo  immediately  connect¬ 
ed  with  the  profperity  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  Confiltency,  he  added,  point¬ 
ed  out  the  obvious  propriety  of 
abolilhing  the  reftriftions  of  the 
Irifh  aft  ;  for  nothing  could  be 
more  incongruous  than  the  confe- 
quence  of  thofe  limitations,  which 
operated  merely  to  keep  up  a  fpirit 
of  difcontent,  and  to  damp  that  ar¬ 
dour  which  might  otherwife  be  fo 
fuccefsfully  direfted  to  the  public 
welfare.  After  intimating  that 
the  free  exercife  of  the  Roman  Ca¬ 
tholic  religion  was  to  be  fecured  to 
the  officers  and  foldiers,  the  noble 
lord  faid,  that  the  repeal  of  the 
redriftions  in  point  of  rank,  would 
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place  before  the  fons  of  the  gentry 
of  Ireland  thofe  fair  objects  of 
ambition,  and  open  to  them  that 
career  of  glory,  the  purfuits  of 
which  were  infeparabie  from  the 
bed  interells  of  the  empire.  Lord 
Howick  was  particularly  careful 
to  imprefs  upon  the  houfe,  that  the 
appointment  of  catholics  to  com¬ 
mands  mud  depend  on  the  executive 
government,  which,  of  courfe,  would 
avoid  any  dangerous  or  improper 
ufe  of  authority. 

The  bill  was  oppofed  by  Mr. 
Perceval  and  Mr.  Montague  mod 
decidedly,  and  in  a  more  qualified 
degree  by  Mr.  Yorke,  and  Mr. 
I.  H.  Browne  ;  but  Mr.  Perceval 
took  the  lead.  It  was  not,  he  de¬ 
clared,  fo  much  to  the  individual 
meafure  that  he  objected,  as 
to  the  fydem  of  which  it  form¬ 
ed  a  part,  and  which  was  dai¬ 
ly  growing,  and  threatening  to 
expand  into  the  mod  alarming 
magnitude.  With  any  degree  of 
confidency,  the  fupporters  of  the 
bill  could  not  flop  fhort  of  abo- 
lifhing  all  the  teds,  which  the  wif- 
dom  of  our  ancedors  had  thought 
it  neceffary  to  interpofe  in  defence 
of  our  religious  eftablilhments.  The 
propofed  meafure  was  a  partial  re¬ 
peal  of  the  ted  aft,  founded  on  ar¬ 
guments  which  went  to  annul  the 
whole.  It  was  his  firm  con  vie. 
tion,  that  if  the  legidature  meant 
to  preferve  Ireland  to  this  country, 
they  would  maintain  the  protef- 
ta.nt  intered  there,  under  which 
toleration  was  permitted  ;  and  rot 
run  the  rilk  of  facrificing  that  in¬ 
tered  to  another,  which,  when  in 
power,  had  not  permitted  tolera¬ 
tion  ;  and  which,  if  it  regained 
power,  might  revert  to  its  former 
practice,  as  it  declared  that  it* 
principles  were  unchangeable.  It 
was  the  more  neceffary  to  paufe  on 
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thh  fubje&,  fince  it  had  been 
thought  wife  and  liberal  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  means  of  fupport  to  a 
priefthood  to  inttrud  three  millions 
of  people  in  the  catholic  religion, 
and  thus  perpetually  to  combat  the 
progrefs  of  proteftantifm.  From 
the  arguments  that  were  advanced 
at  the  prefen t  day,  a  man  might 
be  almoft  tempte<i  to  fuppofe,  that 
one  religion  was  held  to  be  as  good  as 
the  other ;  and  that  the  reformation 
!)lvas  deemed  only  a  convenient  and 
political  meafure.  If  the  griev¬ 
ances  which  had  been  dated  by  the 
noble  lord  had  ever  exifted  in  pof- 
fxbility,  they  had  at  leaft  never 
been  experienced  in  pradice.  Be- 
fides,  thefe grievances,  if  there  were 
any,  had  exifted  not  only  fince  the 
enion  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire¬ 
land,  but  ftnce  the  union  of  Eng¬ 
land  and  Scotland ;  for  there  was 
no  difference  between  the  incon¬ 
veniences  fuftained  by  the  catholic 
of  Ireland,  on  entering  his  majef- 
ty’s  fervice,  and  thofe  felt  by  the 
prefbyterian  of  Scotland  on  doing 
the  fame ;  but  had  any  difpofition 
been  evinced  on  the  part  of  the 
latter  to  withhold  his  fervices  ? 
Jie  denied  the  propofition  of  the 
noble  lord  in  point  of  law,  he  de¬ 
nied  that  a  catholic,  who  obtained 
acommiflion  in  Ireland,  was  liable 
to  any  penalties,  if  he  came  over 
to  exercife  his  military  duties  in 
Great  Britain.  Was  not  the  mu¬ 
tiny  bill  pafled  every  year,  which 
enabled  the  king  to  require  the 
fervices  cf  every  man  in  his  army 
in  any  part  of  his  dominions,  to 
which  he  might  think  proper  to 
fummon  him  ;  and  was  it  to  be  fup- 
pofed  that  any  man  was  infecure  in 
doing  that,  the  refufai  to  do  which 
would  fubjed  him  to  be  fhot  ?  As 
So  the  provifion  refpefting  the  free 
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exercife  of  religion,  it  was  untie- 
ceffary  ;  for  if  it  were  thought 
proper,  his  majefty  might  intro¬ 
duce  fuch  a  regulation  into  the  ar¬ 
ticles  of  war ;  but  he  contended 
that  it  would  produce  the  utmoft 
confufton,  both  in  the  army  and 
navy  ;  particularly  in  ,the  latter, 
fince  as  a  captain  of  a  man  of  war 
had  a  right  to  appoint  his  own 
chaplain,  it  could  hardly  be  fup- 
pofed  that  if  the  captain  were  a 
catholic,  he  would  name  a  protef- 
tant  to  that  office.  Mr.  Perceval 
confidered  the  alleged  grievance* 
as  a  mere  pretext  to  annul  the 
reftridions,  by  which  catholic* 
were  prevented  from  holding  fu- 
perior  commiflions  in  the  army ; 
and  on  arguments  which  would 
equally  affect  every  poft  in  the 
country,  civil  as  well  as  military* 
If  this  were  to  be  the  policy  of 
the  ftate,  there  was  but  one  line  of 
wifdom  to  be  purfued  -to  do 
every  thing  ; — to  transfer  the 
church  of  Ireland  to  the  catholics  ; 
for  unlefs  that  were  done,  little 
progrefs  would  be  made  in  tran¬ 
quillizing  that  country.  Partially 
to  redrefs  grievances,  would  only 
have  the  effed  of  making  thofe 
that  remained  more  feverely  felt, 
or  at  leaft  more  loudly  complained 
of.  The  queftion  was  fimply  this, 
whether  the  legiflature  would  give 
up  the  proteftant  afcendency  in 
Ireland,  or  whether  they  would 
make  a  ftand  and  fay,  “  We  have 
already  done  every  thing  that  to¬ 
leration  requires,  and  that  the  ca¬ 
tholics  have  a  right  to  demand/* 
Undoubtedly  fuch  a  declaration 
would  he  the  didate  of  found  policy 
-and  difcretion.  Mr  Perceval  re¬ 
peated,  that  it  was  the  principle 
of  innovation,  thus  ftealing  in  by 
degrees,  that  he  was  anxious  to 
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repel.  He  fhoulfcl  not  be  appre- 
benfive  about  the  confequences  of  a 
ilorm  ;  but  thefe  gradual  approaches 
were  more  dangerous,  becaufe  each 
by  itfelf  was  not  deemed  worthy 
of  notice.  It  fbould  be  confidered, 
however,  that  if  they  were  little 
in  themfelves,  their  confequences 
were  not  fo.  For  his  own  part, 
he  was  fatisfied  that  if  parliament 
allowed  their  accumulation,  it 
would  ultimately  have  that  ex¬ 
torted  from  its  weaknefs,  which  its 
wifdom  would  be  defirous  to  with¬ 
hold. 

Lord  Howick  in  reply  contend¬ 
ed,  that  the  Irifh  ad  of  parliament 
could  only  regulate  the  army  of 
Ireland  ;  and  if  an  Irifh  regiment 
removed  to  England,  it  was  then 
on  the  Englifh  eifablifhment,  to 
which  the  ads  of  the  Irifh  parlia¬ 
ment  could  not  extend;  and  con- 
fequently  the  officers  were  fuhjed 
to  all  the  penalties  which  a  Britlfh 
legislature  had  enaded.  He  even 
doubted  if  a  catholic,  fince  the 
tmion,  could  enter  the  army  of 
the  united  kingdom,  without  an 
ad  of  the  imperial  parliament,  al¬ 
though  he  admitted  that  catholics 
de  Jaffa  did  hold  commiffions  ;  but 
it  was  contrary  to  exifting  laws, 
and  though  no  advantage  had  been 

taken  of  this  breach  of  the  law, 
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he  would  afk,  whether  it  was  fair 

to  place  ihe  catholics  in  fuch  a 
fituation,  and  to  pafs  that  over  by 
connivance  which  the  law  forbade, 
inftead  of  giving  it  a  legal  fandion  ? 
The  honourable  and  learned  gen¬ 
tleman  had  profefTed  himfelf  a 
friend  to  the  principle  of  toleration ; 
but  toleration,  to  be  complete,  mull 
be  free  from  any  excluiion  whatever, 
tnd  the  only  true  principle  of  ex- 
clufion,  on  account  of  religious  opi¬ 
nions,  was,  when  thefe  opinions 


were  conneded  with  political  te¬ 
nets  hoftile  to  the  flate  ;  but  when 
that  ceafed  to  be  the  cafe,  he 
would  maintain  that  all  difqualift. 
cations  ought  to  be  abolifhed.  He 
declared,  that  no  man  was  a  more 
fincere  friend  to  the  proteftant 
church  of  England  than  himfelf; 
yet  he  did  not  think  that  the  beffi 
way  of  fupporting  it  was  by  pains, 
penalties,  and  exclufions,  but  on 
the  contrary,  by  moderation  and 
candour.  He  only  wifhed  this 
meafure  might  be  fairly  examined, 
being  convinced  the  refult  of  free 
difeuffion  always  was,  that  the 
caufe  of  truth  would  flourilh  and 
prevail.  Leave  was  then  given  to 
bring  in  the  bill  without  a  di- 
vifion.  It  was  read  a  firft  time, 
and  ordered  to  read  again  on  Thurf- 
day  the  12th  of  March. 

When  lord  Sidmouth  was  ap- 
prifed  of  the  favourable  manner,  in 
which  the  propolition  had  been  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  houfe  of  commons,  he 
wrote  to  lord  Grenville  on  the  9th  of 
March,  informing  him,  that  “  he 
found  it  impoffibie  to  aft  up  0  his 
own  opinions  on  parts  of  this  bill,  in 
the  manner  which  their  influence 
on  his  mind  ncceflarily  required, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  fatisfy 
his  fenfe  of  what  was  due  to  the 
government  of  which  he  was  a 
member.’ *  On  the  next  day,  he 
had  a  converfation  on  the  fubjeft 
with  the  firft  lord  of  the  treafury, 
and  on  the  day  following,  he  ac¬ 
quainted  him,  by  a  letter,  that  he 
was  determined  to  retire'from  the 
office  of  prefident  of  the  council, 
“  as  the  only  courft*  which  he 
could  purfue  with  juftice  to  the 
noble  lord,  and  with  honour  to 
himfelf.”  On  that  day,  March 
the  nth,  he  alfo  communicated 
his  intention  to  withdraw  from 
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the  miniftry  to  his  majefty,  who 
gracioufly  commanded  him  to  re¬ 
main  in  office  ;  and  exprefted  to 
lord  Sidmouth  in  ftrong  terms  his 
furprife  at  the  extent  of  the  mea- 
fure,  which  had  been  opened  in 
the  houfe  of  commons ;  his  majefty 
having,  as  he  conceived,  intimated 
to  lord  Howick  on  the  preceding 
Wednefdav,  his  decided  repugnance 
to  that  part  of  the  bill,  which  ex¬ 
ceeded  the  limits  of  the  aft  of  1 793. 
In  confequence  of  his  majefty ’s 
commands  and  Lord  Grenville’s 
requeft,  lord  Sidmouth  confented  to 
remain  in  office,  upon  a  diftinft 
underftanding  that  he  was  to  be 
conftdered  as  completely  at  liberty 
to  take  fuch  fteps,  as  he  might 
think  proper  for  oppofmg  the  bill 
then  before  parliament.  On  the 
fame  day  alfo  the  fovereign  de¬ 
clared  to  lord  Grenville  his  fenti- 
ments  on  the  fubjeft  in  the  moft 
explicit  manner.  The  refult  of 
this  eclairciflement  was,  that  lord 
Howick  .  on  the  following  day 
(Thurfday  March  the  12th)  pro- 
pofed  to  the  houfe  of  commons  to 
poftpone  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
bill  ;  and  in  an  audience  with  the 
king  on  the  13th,  upon  laying  be¬ 
fore  his  majefty  the  reafons  which 
had  induced  him  to  believe,  that 
he  had  not  been  afting  in  oppofition 
to  his  royal  pleafure,  his  majefty 
exprefted  his  conviction  that  what 
had  happened  arofe  from  an  erro¬ 
neous  conception,  and  unequivocal¬ 
ly  acquitted  him  of  any  intentional 
disregard  of  his  opinions.  From 
that  moment  it  became  a  matter  of 
the  greateft  importance  to  repair 
the  effcfts  of  the  mifunderftanding 
which  had  taken  place,  and  minif- 
ters  at  firft  endeavoured  to  reduce 
the  bill  to  the  ftandard  of  the  Irifh 
aft  ;  but  after  mature  deliberation, 
Vol.  XLIX.  or  Vol,  VII.  Ne 


they  were  convinced  that  any  at* 
tempt  to  correft  the  bill  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  to  relieve  it  from  the 
objeftions  that  prevailed  againft  it, 
and  at  the  fame  time  leave  it  in  a 
ftate  in  which  it  would  be  likely  to 
attain  thofe  ends,;  that  minifters 
originally  had  in  view,  would  be 
ufelefs.  In  faft,  it  was  evident, 
from  the  communications  With  the 
catholics,  that  the  msafure  in  that 
fhape  would  by  no  means  give  them 
fatisfaftion. 

In  this  dilemma,  on  the  15th  a 
majority  of  his  majefty’s  confi¬ 
dential  fervants  held  a  meeting,  t© 
which  neither  the  lord  chancellor, 
the  lord  chief  juftice,  nor  lord  Sid¬ 
mouth  was  fummoned.  At  this 
meeting,  after  duly  confidering 
the  queftion,  it  was  refolved  to 
abandon  the  bill  altogether  ;  and 
at  the  fame  time  a  minute  was  pre- 
pared,  referving  to  thofe  minifters 
a  right  of  ftating  their  opinions 
of  the  great  benefits,  which  they* 
were  perfuaded  might  be  derived 
from  purfuing  a  different  line  of 
policy, — of  openly  avowing  their 
fentiments  in  the  event  of  the  ca¬ 
tholic  petition  being  prefented,— 
and  of  fubmitting  to  his  majefty 
from  time  to  tim e,for  bis  decijiojt „ 
fuch  meafures  as  they  might  think, 
it  advifable  to  purfue.  This  mi¬ 
nute  was  according  fent  to  his  ma¬ 
jefty.  The  royal  anfwer  exprefted 
fatisfaftion  that  the  bill  was  to  be 
withdrawn,  but  fome  difcontent 
that  thofe  minifters  (hould  think  ir 
neceflary,  as  individuals,  to  declare 
their  opinions  both  in  withdrawing 
it,  and  in  any  debate  that  might: 
take  place  on  the  catholic  petition  5 
and  required  a  written  declaration 
that  no  further  conceffions  to  the 
catholics  fhould  be  propofed  to  his 
majefty.  In  reply  to  this  requifi- 
w  Series,  tio% 


1461  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1807. 

» 


tion,  the  majority  of  the  cabinet 
rtrfjped fully,  but  explicitly,  repre- 
fented  to  the  king  that  in  forbear¬ 
ing  to  urge  any  farther,  while 
they  continued  in  his  majefty’s 
fervice,  the  meafure  that  had  been 
propofed  to  parliament,  they  had 
gone  to  the  utmod  limits  of  their 
public  duty  ;  that  they  confidered 
it  would  be  criminal  in  them  to 
bind  themfelves  to  withhold  from 
his  m  a  jelly,  under  all  circumllances 
that  might  arife,  the  advice  which 
nvight  appear  indifpenfably  necef- 
fary  ;  and  that  it  was  not  poffible 
for  them,  confidently  with  their 
fenfe  of  their  obligations,  as  the 
king’s  fworn  counfellors,  to  give 
affurances  which  would  impofeupon 
them  a  redraint,  incompatible  with 
a  faithful  difcharge  of  their  mod 
important  fundlions.  The  confe- 
quence  was,  that  his  majedy  the 
next  day  communicated  his  in¬ 
tention  to  look  out  for  other  mi¬ 
ni  ft  ers. 

Lord  Howick  had  twice  moved 
the  houfe  of  commons  to  defer  the 
order  of  the  day  for  the  fecond 
reading  of  the  bill,  which  he  had 
introduced  ;  on  the  i  8th  of  March 
he  fignified  that  the  order  would  be 
dropped,  to  be  revived  as  the  houfe 
might  think  fit  •  and  on  the  73d 
informed  parliament  that  his  majes¬ 
ty  was  engaged  in  forming  ar¬ 
rangements  for  a  new  adminiftra- 
tion. 

The  next  day  Mr.  Bankes,  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  appoint¬ 
ed,  in  pursuance  of  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Biddulph,  to  confides?  what 
Living  might  be  made  by  the  re¬ 
duction  of  ufelefs  places,  finecure 
©dices,  and  every  other  retrench¬ 
ment  that  could  be  effected  in  the 
expenditure  of  the  public  money, 
fa  id  that  it  had  occurred,  o  the 


committee,  in  furtherance  of  the  ob¬ 
ject  configned  to  its  care,  that 
grants  of  offices  in  reverfion,  though 
not  exceeding  the  grants  which 
had  been  made  in  former  times* 
ought  to  be  redridied.  In  Ireland,, 
which  had  lately  become  unired 
with  this  country,  the  practice 
of  granting  reverfions  prevailed  to 
an  infinitely  greater  extent.  The 
pra&ice  was  an  a'bufe,  fo  far  as  it 
prevailed,  and  was  likely  to  be  ex¬ 
tended,  if  fome  timely  check  was 
not  impofed  upon  it.  He  was 
therefore  diredfed  by  the  commit¬ 
tee  to  move  a  refolution,  “  that  no 
office,  place,  employment,  or  falary, 
in  any  part  of  his  majedy’s  domi¬ 
nions,  ought  hereafter  to  be  grant¬ 
ed  in  reverfion.’* 

The  motion  was  oppored  by  Mr. 
Yorke,  becaufe  the  power  of  grant¬ 
ing  offices  ins  reverfion  had  been  in 
the  hands  of  the  crown  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  rewarding  fervices,  and  had 
hitherto,  in  fadl,  been  a  faving  to 
the  public  ;  for,  unlefs  offices  were 
given  in  this  manner,,  fervices,  if 
they  were  rewarded  at  all,  mud  be 
remunerated  by  grant,  and  a  double 
burthen  thus  be  laid  upon  the  pub¬ 
lic.  Mr.  Yorke’s  argument  was 
combated  by  lofri  Howick,  who 
obferved  that  the  grant  of  reveiU 
fions  was  in  reality  an  abridgment 
of  the  means  of  rewarding  public 
fervices  ;  fince  if  the  holder  of  the 
office  died,  the  reverfioner  ftepped 
in,  and  prevented  its  being  given 
to  a  meritorious  fervant  ;  there.,' 
fore  the  public  burthens  were  in- 
created  indead  of  being  diminifhed. 
He  gave  his  cordial  fupport  to  the 
proposition,  and  he  wifhed  the 
houfe  to  go  dill  further,  and  to 
come  to  a  refolution  againd  grant¬ 
ing  any  office  for  life,  not  ufually  fo 
granted.  If  any  thing  of  the  kind 
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had  been  done,  or  was  in  contem¬ 
plation,  he  thought  it  highly  pro¬ 
per  for  the  houfe  to  interfere,  and 
to  prevent  it  by  expreffing  its  de¬ 
cided  difapprobation. 

This  allufion  was  dire&ly  aimed 
at  Mr.  Perceval,  who  it  was  then 
known  was  to  form  part  of  the 
new  miniftry,  as  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer ;  and,  by  way  of  in¬ 
demnity  for  relinquifhing  his  pro- 
feffional  purfuits,  to  hold  the  poll 
of  chancellor  of  the  dutchy  of  Lan- 
cafter  for  life.  This  circumftance 
was  immediately  mentioned  by 
Mr.  Plumer,  the  member  for  Hert- 
fordfhire,  who  remarked  that  if 
men  of  great  abilities  were  not  fa- 
tisfied  with  the  rewards  attached 
to  the  fituations,  which  his  majefty 
chofe  to  appoint,  them  to  hold  in 
the  government  of  the  country, 
they  ought  not  to  accept  of  office 
at  all. 

Sir  John  Newport  wiffied  the 
refolution  had  been  adopted  a  year 
fooner.  The  houfe  would  not  then 
ha  ve  been  i  i  the  lituation  in  which 
it  was,  w  th  refpedf  to  fome  of  the 
Iriffi  offices  ;  fome  of  which  had 
been  reported  as  proper  to  be  abo- 
lifhed  and  others  to  be  reformed, 
and  yet  they  could  not  be  touched 
an  either  way,  on  account  of  the 
interefts  of  the  reverfioners.  The 
office  of  cuftomer  and  colledlor  of 
the  poll  of  Dublin  had  been  granted 
in  reverfion  two  deep,  and  confe- 
quenrly  could  not  be  afte&ed ; 
though  it  had  twice  fallen  vacant 
within  the  year,  and  was  one  of 
thofe  that  more  particularly  re¬ 
quired  reform. 

Mr.  Johnftone  approved  of jthe 
motion  ;  but  could  not  help  ob~ 
ferving,  that  thofe  who  had  been  • 
moll  cl  unorous  in  cheering  the  re- 
Sedions  call  on  an  honourable  and 
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learned  gentleman,  were  member® 
of  a  family  which  was  loaded  with 
wealth  derived  from  public  line-, 
cures.  Pie  wiffied  that  the  refo¬ 
lution  had  .been  adopted  forty  years 
ago,  and  then  that  family  would 
not  be  drawing  lixty  thoufand  pound 
a-year  from  the  labour  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  After  fome  farther  con- 
verfation,  Mr.  Martin  (of  Kinfale) 
faid,  he  fo  fully  coincided  in  the 
propriety  of  the  refolution  then  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe,  and  felt  it  fo  necef- 
fary  to  counteraft  a  fyllem  fo  miffi 
chievous  as  that  which  had  been 
alluded  to,  that  he  mull  give  no¬ 
tice  he  ffiould  on  the  next  day" 
move  an  addrefs  to  his  majefty, 
praying  that  he  would  be  graciouf- 
ly  pleafed  not  to  grant  any  place 
in  the  dutchy  of  Lancafter,  or  elfe- 
where,  for  life,  which  had  been 
hitherto  ufually  held  during  his 
majefty ’s  pleafure.  General  Gaf- 
coigne  thought  Mr.  Bankes’s  mo¬ 
tion  improper  at  the  prefent  junc¬ 
ture.  It  had,  in  his  opinion,  the 
fufpicious  appearance  of  being  in¬ 
tended  to  reft  rift  the  new  govern¬ 
ment  ;  and  he  conceived  it  ought 
not  to  be  prefted  in  the  abfence  of 
thofe  who,  according  to  report, 
were  to  have  a  fhare  in  the  minif¬ 
try  that  was  forming ;  but  Mr. 
Horner,  who  was  alfo  a  member  of 
the  committee  of  which  Mr.  Bankes 
was  chairman,  vindicated  that  gen¬ 
tleman  from  all  party  motives,  by^ 
ffiowing  that  the  fubjedl  in  quef- 
tion  had  been  the  firft  to  excite  the 
attention  of  the  comm! tree.  The 
refolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

o 

On  the  25th  Mr.  Martin  pre¬ 
faced  his  motion  refpe<fting  the 
dutchy  of  Lancafter,  by  Hating 
that,  from  the  year  1660  tp  the 
prefent  time,  there  appeared  but 
two  inftances  in  which  the  officex 
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in  queftion  had  been  granted  for 
life  In  1717  it  had  been  fo  given 
to  lord  Lechmere,  who  had,  for  a 
long  period,  filed  the  poft  of  at¬ 
torney- general.  In  that  cafe  the 
peri  on  had  been  raifed  to  the  peer¬ 
age,  when  all  the  avenues  to  pro- 
feifonal  rewards  were  fhut  againft 
him,  and  it  was  thought  right  to 
give  him  fame  provifion  in  remu¬ 
neration  for  liis  fervices.  In  1782 
it  was  granted  for  life  to  lord  Alh- 
burton  under  fimilar  circumllances, 
but  it  was  not  given  him  to  induce 
-him  to  accept  another  office  of  ho¬ 
nour  and  emolument,  but  for  fer¬ 
vices  already  performed.  The  ho¬ 
nourable  member  laid,  he  did  not 
know  whether  the  committee,  at 
prefent  enquiring  into  what  offices 
ought  to  be  abolifhed  or  regulated, 
might  not  be  of  the  fame  opinion 
as  Mr.  Burke,  that  this  office 
ought  to  be  altogether  done  away  ; 
but  he  thought  it  wrould  become  a 
queftion  in  that  committee,  how 
far  the  grant  of  places  for  life  was 
a  grievance  ;  for  his  own  part,  he 
looked  upon  fueh  grants  as  equally 
objectionable  as  grants  in  reverfion. 
He  concluded  by  moving  the  ad¬ 
drefs  to  his  majtlly,  of  which  he 
had  given  notice  the  day  before. 
Mr.  Ward,  who  feconded  the  mo¬ 
tion,  obferved,  that  grants  of  this 
defcription  appeared  to  him  uncon- 
flitutional  under  all  circumllances; 
they  had  the  effeCl  of  railing  up  a 
race  of  men  to  live  on  the  wealth 
of  the  public,  and  to  make  them 
alike  independent  of  the  fovereign 
who  might  promote  them,  and  of 
the  people  by  whom  the  means 
were  fupplied  for  their  fupport. 
The  grant  of  places  for  life,  there¬ 
fore,  had  a  direCt  tendency  to 
deprive  the  crown  of  the  power 
of  punilhlog  weak  or  wicked,  and 


of  rewarding  its  meritorious  fer- 
vants. 

Mr.  Perceval  faid,  he  was  not 
in  the  houfe  the  preceding  even¬ 
ing  ;  but  underlfanding  the  notice 
for  an  addrefs  had  been  given,  he 
had  requelled  his  majelly  that  the 
appointment  might  not  take  place 
on  that  day,  that  he  might  have 
an  opportunity  of  Hating  his  fen- 
timents  to  the  houfe  on  the  fubje<5l„ 
This  requell  to  his  fovereign  had 
been  accompanied  with  an  aflur- 
ance,  that  as  his  majelly  had  been 
pleafed  to  think  he  could  be  an  ufe- 
ful  fervant,  whatever  might  be  his 
majelly’s  pleafure  in  confequence  of 
any  addrefs  from  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  although  it  Ihould  deprive 
him  of  the  dutchy  of  Lancaller,  it 
would  not,  in  the  llighteH  degree, 
abate  his  wifh  to  ferve  his  majelly. 
Unquellionably,  though  in  the  full 
inllance  he  Ihould  not  have  felt  juf- 
tified  in  negle&ing  his  duty  to  his 
family,  by  quitting  a  lucrative 
profeffion  without  the  profpeCt  of 
fomething  like  a  compenfation,  yet 
when  he  found  his  majelly  thought 
his  efforts  might  be  advantageous 
to  the  interell  of  the  country,  and 
when  he  faw  the  crins  in  which 
that  country  was  placed,  he  felt  it 
no  longer  to  be  a  matter  of  option 
with  him  but  whatever  might  be 
the  refult  to  himfelf,  his  fovVreign 
Ihould  command  the  utmoll  exer¬ 
tion  of  his  humble  abilities.  Mr. 
Perceval  faid,  that  as  this  matter 
related  fo  particularly  to  himfelf, 
he  Ihould  leave  it  to  the  difexetion 
of  the  houfe,  whether,  under  all 
the  circumllances  of  the  cafe,  it 
would  be  ad vi fable  to  throw  anv 
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impediment  in  the  way  of  his  ma¬ 
jelly  of  forming  an  adminiftration, 
which,  in  the  fovereign’s  opinion, 
was  to  maintain  the  ellablilhments, 
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and,  perhaps,  the  religion  of  the 
country.  Mr,  Perceval  then  made 
his  bow  and  withdrew. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  thought  the 
crown  ought  not  to  have  been  ad- 
vifed  to  limit  its  power  and  prero¬ 
gatives,  of  rewarding  eminent  fer- 
vices  by  granting  places  for  life. 
Upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  alienation 
of  the  crown  lands,  it  had  always 
been  obferved,  that  in  whatever 
proportion  the  crown  gave  away 
to  individuals  its  poffeffions  and  its 
rights,  in  that  proportion  it  be¬ 
came  weaker,  and  it  was  the  fame 
with  refped  to  lucrative  offices.  If 
they  were  all  given  away,  dire&ly 
or  in  reverfion,  to  one  fet  of  minis¬ 
ters,  the  crown  left  itfelf  without 
that  patronage  and  power  which  it 
ought  to  polfefs.  A  recent  and 
very  remarkable  cafe  had  occurred 
fome  years  lince,  in  corroboration 
of  this  opinion.  On  an  arrange¬ 
ment  that  was  then  propofed,  this 
very  place  was  offered  to  lord  Sid- 
mouth,  who  had  rendered  conlider- 
able  fervice,  during  his  long  and 
meritorious  difcharge  of  his  duties 
as  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons.  Lord  Sidmouth  declined  ir, 
faying,  he  could  not  bring  himfelf 
to  be  inftrumental  in  alienating 
from  the  crown  the  means  of  re¬ 
warding  greater  public  fervices 
than  he  had,  as  yet,  been  able  to 
perform.  The  principle  upon  which 
lord  Sidmouth  refufed  it,  applied 
with  much  greater  {Length  to  the 
prefent  cafe  ;  befides,  it  was  known 
that  there  was  a  committee  of  the 
houfe,  conflituted  for  the  exprefs 
purpofe  of  considering  what  ufelefs 
and  fmecure  offices  might  be  abo- 
lifhed,  and,  it  was  poffible,  this 
might  be  deemed  to  fall  within  the 
number  ;  therefore  it  fhould  not  be 
difpofed  of  in  a  manner  contrary 
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to  all  ufage,  before  the  opinion 
of  the  committee  was  pronounced 
upon  it. 

Mr.  Sturges  Bourne  contended, 
that  if  his  honourable  friend  ac¬ 
cepted  both  places,  He  would  make 
a  large  facrihce  by  abandoning  his 
profeffional  purfuits.  The  value 
of  the  chancellorfhip  of  the  dutchy 
of  Lancalter  did  not  exceed  2,oool. 
per  annum.  The  noble  lord  (Henry 
Petty)  ought  to  have  known,  that 
the  office  in  queftion  belonged  to 
his  majeily’s  privy  purfe ;  and, 
therefore,  could  not  poffibly  come 
under  the  cognizance  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  which  he  had  mentioned. 

Mr.  Sharp,  Mr.  Henry  Thorn¬ 
ton,  and  Mr.  Fuller,  fupported 
the  motion.  Mr.  Johnftone  alked 
the  late  minifters,  how  they  could 
reconcile,  with  their  alfumption  of 
extreme  purity,  the  indecency  of 
preffing  on  that  houfe,  when  they 
firft  acceded  to  office,  at  nine 
o’clock  at  night,  two  fucceffi ve 
ftages  of  a  bill,  for  enabling  the 
noble  lord,  then  at  the  head  of  the 
government,  to  hold,  as  a  finecure, 
the  office  of  auditor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer,  with  large  emoluments  an¬ 
nexed,  the  duties  of  which  were 
to  be  performed  by  another  ;  and 
when,  at  the  fame  time,  another 
noble  lord,  of  the  fame  family,  en¬ 
joyed  the  tellerfhip  of  the  exche¬ 
quer,  with  profits  almoft  incalcu. 
lable  ?  How  would  they  reconcile 
with  this  boafled  purity,  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  increafe  made  in  the 
falary  of  the  firft  lord  of  the  ad¬ 
miralty,  a  poll:  lately  held  by 
another  branch  of  the  fame  noble 
family,  and  that  not  avowed  to 
parliament  in  an  open  manly  way, 
but  effedled  by  a  fecret  fund  ?  With 
refpeft  to  the  committee  of  finance, 
for  which  thofe  honourable  gentle- 
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men  took  fo  much  credit  to  them- 
fel  ves,  fo  far  from  their  having  the 
merit  to  originate  the  meafure,  it 
was  rather  forced  upon  them  by 
the  patriotifm  of  his  honourable 
friend  (Mr.  Biddulph).  They  had 
talked  much  of  their  economical 
arrangement  ,  but  what  in  effiedl 
had  they  done  ?  They  had,  in¬ 
deed,  appointed  commiffioners  of 
accounts  without  number,  yet  the 
'Weil  India  commiffioners,  who  had 
been  fo  long  nominated  with  large 
fa  la  ries,  had  not  even  yet  failed  on 
their  million. 

Mr.  Sheridan,  in  vindication  of 
his  colleagues,  defied  the  honoura¬ 
ble  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  to 
produce  a  fingle  inilance  in  which 
they  had  fhrunk  from  the  princi¬ 
ples  which  they  had  profeffed  on 
coming  into  power,  and  during 
their  continuance  in  office.  Did 
they  not  fupport  the  propofition 
for  a  committee  of  finance,  and  en¬ 
courage  it  to  the  utmoll  of  their 
ability  ?  When  he  was  called  on 
to  offer  a  proof  of  their  economy, 
he  would  allege  the  reduction  of 
the  ftaff,  of  the  commiffariat,  and 
the  improvements  of  the  barrack 
department.  Did  it  appear  that 
there  had  been  any  fhuffiing — any 
minifterial  balloting  in  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  the  committee  of  finance  ? 
As  to  the  increafe  of  falary  to  the 
fulf  lord  of  the  admiralty,  the  fa¬ 
lary  had  been  fhamefully  low.  Mr. 
Simeon  defended  the  grant  to  Mr. 
Perceval.  Mr.  Wilberforce  con- 
fidered  that  gentleman  a  man  of 
the  higheft  difintereftednefs  and 
public  fpirit.  With  this  impreffion 
on  his  mind,  his  opinion  was,  that 
the  right  honourable  gentleman 
would  himfeif  have  come  forward 
to  render  this  debate  unneceffiry, 
if  it  had  not  been,  that  from  the 


manner  in  which  the  notice  of  the 
motion  had  been  given,  the  re¬ 
marks  that  had  been  made  the  pre¬ 
ceding  night,  and  other  circum- 
flances,  fuch  a  proceeding  might 
appear  the  eifedf  of  intimidation. 
However,  the  motion  was  fuch  as 
he  could  not  hefitate  to  fupport.. 

The  mafter  of  the  rolls  laid,  his 
main  obje&ion  to  the  propofition 
before  the  houfe  was,  that  it  took, 
up  a  broad  and  general  queflion  on 
merely  perfonal  grounds ;  and  this 
he  the  more  regretted,  becaufe  his 
right  honourable  friend  gave  up, 
it  was  notorious,  a  very  high  and 
lucrative  fituation  (that  of  attor¬ 
ney-general,  to  which  Mr.  Perce¬ 
val  had  undoubted  pretenfions),  for 
the  purpofe  of  ferving  his  fove- 
reign  and  country  in  another  de¬ 
partment  ;  by  which  a£l  he  cer¬ 
tainly  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to 
fuffer  any  lofs.  He  would  appeal 
to  the  candour  and  good  fenfe  of 
the  houfe,  whether,  if  a  cafe  of  uni- 
verfally  acknowledged  merit  were 
to  arife,  on  which  a  place  of  that 
nature  ought  to  be  given  tor  life, 
the  houfe  itfelf  would  not  regret 
the  impofition  of  fuch  a  reftratnt  ? 
He  therefore  efteemed  it  very  rafh 
to  adopt  a  refolution,  abridging 
the  legitimate  prerogative  of  the 
crown,  without  any  enquiry  or  de¬ 
liberation  as  to  its  tendency  and 
probable  confequences. 

Lord  Howick  denied  that  the 
motion  went  to  impofe  any  impro¬ 
per  reftraint  on  the  royal  preroga¬ 
tive,  or  that  it  could,  -in  any  de. 
gree,  be  eileemed  an  innovation  ; 
for  he  had  no  difficulty  in  affirm¬ 
ing,  that  the  prerogative  did  noC 
authorife  the  grant  of  places  for 
life,  which  had  heretofore  been 
held  during  pleafure.  He  believed 
the  propriety  of 'the  grant  to  lord 
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Afhburton  had  been  very  much 
queftioned  at  the  time,  and,  in  his 
opinion,  very  juftly  ;  yet,  without 
any  difrefpedt  to  the  right  honour¬ 
able  gentleman  (Mr.  Perceval),  he 
could  not  compare  his  pretenfions 
with  thefe  of  Mr.  Dunning.  If 
the  arrangement  in  contemplation 
was  to  make  him  chancellor,  or 
afEgn  him  any  of  the  high  legal 
offices,  for  which  his  abilities  and 
habits  fo  peculiarly  fitted  him,  he 
could  not  objedl  to  it ;  but  when 
he  faw  him  quitting  his  profeffion 
to  purfue  finance,  he  could  not  help 
feeling  futprife ;  and  fomething 
more,  when  it  was  propofed  to 
give  him  a  bonus  for  this  lingular 
transfer  of  his  talents.  If,  however, 
he  chofe  to  follow  the  career  of 
politics  in  preference  to  that  of 
law,  he  muft  take  it  with  all  its 
rilks.  A  divifion  then  took  place 
on  the  queflion,  when  there  ap¬ 
peared  for  the  add  refs  208,  againft 
it  1 1  £ ,  leaving  a  majority  of  93. 

On  the  next  day  lord  Hawkef- 
bury  having  moved  in  the  houfe 
of  peers,  and  Mr.  Hufkiffon  in  the 
lower  houfe,  an  adjournment  until 
the  8th  of  April,  lord  Grenville  and 
lord  Howick  detailed  tobothheufes 
the  circumkances  that  had  produc¬ 
ed  a  change  in  the  adminikration 
of  the  empire.  As  the  narrative 
of  thefe  events  has  been  entirely 
taken  from  t'he  fpeeches  of  both 
the  noble  lords,  as  well  as  from 
what  fell  from  others  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  the  reader  is  already  in  pof- 
feffion  of  every  thing  that  paffed 
on  the  fubjedt. 

Previoully  to  the  motion  for  ad¬ 
journment  in  the  upper  houfe,  lord 
Auckland  ftated  an  account  of  the 
commerce  of  the  country,  from 
which  it  appeared,  that  the  total 
value  of  imports,  excluhve  of  pri&e 


goods  and  of  the  India  and  China 
trade,  had  been. 

For  the  year  1804  £.  22,016,000 

. 1804  23,130,000 

-r — - - 1806  24,358,000 

A  large  proportion  of  thefe  im¬ 

ports  confilled  of  materials  for 
manufa&ure  ;  fuch  as  flax,  hemp, 
hides,  iron,  wood,  yarn,  dying 
goods,  wool,  and  cotton;  or  of 
articles  of  neeeflary  confumption, 
fuch  as  wine,  fpirits,  oil,  fifh, 
fruit,  and  grain.  The  compara¬ 
tive  value  of  Britifh  produce  and 
manufacture,  exported  from  Great 
Britain  for  the  fame  period,  had 
been, — 

For  the  year  ending 

January  5th, 

1805  -  £-23.935,000 

Ditto,  1806  -  25,004,000 

Ditto,  1807  -  27,403,000 

Lord  Auckland  remarked,  that 
a  fimilar  account  for  the  year  1  794, 
had  amounted  only  to  16,725,000!. 
and  that  in  the  laft  year,  ending  on 
the  5th  of  January,  1807,  there 
had  been  a  great  incrcafe  in  the 
export  of  cottons,  hardware,  and 
woollen  goods.  He  had  a  If©  Ten, 
with  much  fatisfadtion,  that  the 
profperity  of  Scotland  had  kept 
pace  with  that  of  England.1  His 
lordfhip  then  pronounced  a  pane¬ 
gyric  on  the  late  miniflers,  but 
took  occafjpn  to  exprefs  his  de¬ 
cided  repugnance  to  the  measure 
that  had  caufed  their  difmffil, 
which,  he  had  apprifed  them,  he 
was  determined  to  oppofe.  The 
hatement  of  the  commeicial  prof, 
perity  of  the  country  drew  from 
lord  Weftmoreland  an  obfervaron, 
that  it  was  evident  the  dvfphced 
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Kiinifters  had  not  fucceeded  to  the  and  to  the  management  of  dilapi- 
government  of  a  ruined  empire,  dated  refources. 


CHAP,  IX. 


Lord  George  Thynne  reports  to  the  houfe  of  commons  his  majejlys  reply  to  the 
addrefs,  ref pe ding  the  grant  of  the  office  of  the  dutchy  of  Lancafter  Long 
debate  on  Mr,  Brand’s  motion  for  exprejjhig  a  refolution  on  any  pledge , 
given  by  mimfters  to  the  fovereign.  The  motion  lof.  The  fame  fubjed 
fubmitted  to  the  houfe  of  peers  by  the  marquis  of  Staffiord.  It  is  difpftd 
of  by  an  adjournment ,  Motion  of  Mr,  W.  H.  Lyttleion  on  the  late  changes 
in  the  minijlry  negatived,  Progrefs  of  the  loan  interef  bill.  Both  houfes 
vote  thanks  to  fir  Samuel  Auchmuty,  admiral  Stirling,  and  the  officers  and 
■men  under  their  command,  for  the  capture  of  Monte  Video,  Difcuffion  in  the 
lovoer  houfe,  relative  to  churches  and  glebe  houfes  in  Ireland,  Subjlance 
of  the  King’s  fpdech  on  the  prorogation  of  parliament ,  'which  is  aftervoards 
dijfolved,  , 


BOTH  houfes  met  again  on  the 
8th  of  April.  In  the  com¬ 
mons,  when  the  new  miniftry  took 
their  feats  on  the  treafury  bench, 
after  fome  ordinary  bufinefs  had 
been  tranfafted,  lord  George 
Thynne  informed  the  houfe,  that 
his  majeftv  had  been  waited  upon 
with  the  addrefs  of  the  25  th  of 
March,  praying  him  not  to  grant 
any  office  during  life,  which  was 
not  ufually  fo  granted  ;  and  that  he 
had  been  pleafed  to  return  the  fol¬ 
lowing  gracious  anfwer :  i(  His 
majefty  acquaints  his  faithful  com¬ 
mons,  that  he  will  take  the  fubjeft 
of  their  addrefs  into  his  moft  fe¬ 
rrous  confideration  ;  and  deems  it 
proper  at  the  fame  time  to  inform 
them,  that  he  has  thought  fit  to 
provide,  that  in  a  grant  now  to  be 
made  of  the  office  of  chancellor  of 
the  dutchy  of  Lancafter,  the  office 
Tnall  be  conferred  only  during 
his  royal  pleafure.  His  majefty 
a  fibres  his  faithful  commons,  that 
in  the  execution  of  the  powers  with 
lyhicli'  he  is  intruded  by  law  to 


grant  certain  officers  for  life,  as  in 
the  exercife  of  all  the  prerogatives 
of  his  crown,  his  conduct  will  be  at 
ali  times  governed  by  an  anxious 
attention  to  the  public  inter  eft  and 
welfare.” 

The  firft  fubjeft  which 
occupied  the  attention  of 
parliament,  was  Mr.  Brand's  mo¬ 
tion  on  the  change  of  minifters,  the 
objeft  of  which  was  to  induce  the 
houfe  to  come  to  a  refolution  t{  that 
it  is  contrary  to  the  ftrft  duties  of 
the  confidential  fervants  of  the 
crown  to  reftrain  themfelves,  by 
any  pledge  exprefted  or  implied, 
from  offering  to  the  king  any  ad¬ 
vice,  which  the  courfe  of  circum- 
ftances  may  render  necefiary  for 
the  welfare  and,  fecurity  of  any 
part  of  his  majefty's  extenfive  em¬ 
pire.”  In  arguing  the  impro¬ 
priety  of  giving  fuch  a  pledge,  Mr. 
Brand  maintained,  that  it  was  un¬ 
reasonable  that  men  fhould  engage 
to  aft  contrary  to  their  own  judg-> 
ment,  when  they  only  could  fuffer 
and  be  punifhed  for  that  conduct  qf 

which 
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which  they  difapproved.  The  king 
had  an  undoubted  right  to  appoint 
his  own  fervants,  to  feled  his  own 
eounfellors,  to  advance  his  minifters 
to  dignities,  or  to  difmifs  them 
from  his  fervice  ;  but  he  contended, 
that  the  king  was  not  entitled  to 
reft  rift  the  range  of  their  advice, 
or  to  control  the  free  exercife  of 
their  judgments.  The  honourable 
member  quoted  lord  Coke  to  prove, 
that  the  duties  of  a  privy  coun- 
fellor  required  that  he  lhould  not 
be  precluded  from  giving  his  ad¬ 
vice  upon  any  point  whatever  ;  and 
he  maintained,  that  the  late  minif¬ 
ters  could  not,  confidently  with 
their  oarhs  as  privy  eounfellors, 
have  fubferibed  the  pledge  de¬ 
manded. 

Mr.  Lambe,  who  feconded  the 
motion,  fud  he  thought  the  houfe 
would  be  wanting  to  its  own  dig¬ 
nity,  if  it  deferred  to  exprefs  irs 
©pinion  upon  fuch  a  fubjed  ;  but  he 
was  glad,  that  the  period  of  ad¬ 
journment  had  given  it  time  calm¬ 
ly  and  deliberately  to  refled:  upon 
the  queftion,  and  imprefs  it  with 
the  neceifity  of  proceeding  to  a  re- 
folution  declaratory  of  its  fenti- 
ments.  He  therefore  trufted,  that 
the  one  now  propofed  would  be 
carried  by  a  larger  majority,  and 
be  adopted  in  a  more  decided  man¬ 
ner,  than  any  propofltion  which 
had  ever  been  brought  before  that 
houfe.  It  was  imperative,  he 
added,  that  the  truth  fhould  reach 
the  royal  ear  ;  but  what  was  to  be 
the  fectirity  of  the  people  of  this 
country,  if  the  dodrines  now 
broached  fhould  be  eftabliflied  ? 
Minifters  might  do  that  which 
they  knew  to  be  wrong,  and  omit 
that  which  they  knew  to  be  right, 
becaufe  by  a  pledge  they  would 
have  tied  up  their  hands  and  their 


tongues ;  and  not  be  in  pofleflion  of 
the  means  of  fulfilling  their  duty, 
or  complying  with  their  oaths.  If 
the  houfe  were  to  be  lilent  on  this 
occafion,  it  would  abandon  that 
conftitution  which  it  was  bound  to 
preferve.' 

The  debate,  it  may  naturally 
be  fuppofed,  diverged  from  the  im¬ 
mediate  queftion  before  the  houfe, 
into  the  caufe  of  the  difmiftal  of 
the  late  adminiftration.  General 
Craufurd  confidered  the  motion 
infeparable  from  that  point,  to 
which,  in  faff,  it  was  pradically 
to  be  applied.  Adverting,  he  faid, 
to  his  majefty's  fcruples,  in  a  reli¬ 
gious  fenfe,  to  give  fuch  an  ex  ten- 
five  latitude  to  the  coronation 
oath,  and  in  a  political  one,  to  de¬ 
viate  fo  widely  from  the  fundamen¬ 
tal  principles  of  the  conftitution,  the 
fubjed  of  removing  Catholic  dif* 
abilities  ought  not  to  have  been 
brought  before  him  without  the 
moft  urgent  neceflity.  He  did  not 
perceive,  that  the  anomaly  in  the 
law,  which  arofe  from  the  Irifh 
„ ad  of  1793,  warranted  fuch  a  pro¬ 
ceeding  ;  fince  no  mifehief  had 
been  proved  to  arife  from  it- 
When,  however,  minifters  had 
obtained  his  majefty’s  reludant 
confent  to  make  the  law  in  both 
countries  the  fame,  they  ought  to 
have  been  particularly  careful,  in 
writing  the  difpatch  to  Ireland, 
of  confining  it  within  the  limits 
acquiefced  in  ;  for  it  was  obvious, 
he  contended,  that  his  majefty 
meant  to  fandion  a  principle  fimi- 
lar  only  to  that  ad.  He  dwelt, 
with  peculiar  feverity,  on  the  con- 
dud  of  minifters  in  not  drawing 
his  majefty as  attention  to  the  fe- 
cond  difpatch  in  anfwer,  to  the 
queftion  of  the  Irifh  deputies,  by 
the  moft  unequivocal  explanation 
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of  its  tendency,  efpecially  as  a  new 
€afe  had  arifen  ;  and  he  argued  that 
it  could  not  be  fuppofed,  that  the 
cliftinCtion  between  religious  to¬ 
leration  and  political  power,  which 
the  king  had  fo  fteadily  adhered 
to,  could  at  once  have  fubfided  in 
the.  royal  bread:.  He  blamed,  in 
the  moft  pointed  manner,  the  hade 
in  which  this  difpatch  was  fent  off, 
without  a  previous  audience  of  his 
majefty,  which  might  have  pre¬ 
vented  any  mifconceptions.  The 
moft  important  part,  perhaps,  of 
the  honourable  general’s  fpeech  re¬ 
lated  to  the  ftipulations,  referving 
to  minifters  a  right  of  giving  ge¬ 
nerally  fuch  advice  to  his  majefty, 
as  the  circumftances  of  the  empire 
might  appear  to  demand ;  and, 
while  a&ing  as  the  minifters  of  the 
crown,  of  going  to  parliament, 
clothed  with  all  the  confequence 
and  influence  naturally  ariftng  from 
their  official  lituations,  and  fup- 
porting,  by  their  fpeeches,  a  mea- 
fure  to  which  thev  knew  their  fo- 
vereign  had  the  moft  decided  ob¬ 
jection.  The  firft  part  of  thefe 
ftipulations,  lie  thought,  unnecef- 
far.y  and  vexatious,  becaufe  their 
rights,  as  privy  counfellors  and 
confidential  advifers  of  the  crown, 
were  as  much  unimpaired,  after 
they  had  withdrawn  their  bill,  as 
before  ;  and  the  latter  part  of 
them  unconftitutional  :  “  it  ftruck 
immediately  at  that  very  important 
precaution  againft  the  too  frequent 
exercife  of  the  royal  prerogative, 
which  ought,  for  the  moft  obvious 
xeafons,  to  be  as  rare  as  pofii.ble  ; 
namely,  the  negative  of  the  crown 
on  a  meafure  which  had  received 
the  fanCtion  of  both  houfes  of  par¬ 
liament.  This  precaution,  arifing 
from  a  moft  wife  practice  of  the 
minifters  of  the  crown  not  fupport*» 
8 


ing  in  parliament  a  meafure,  to 
which,  after  repeated  difeuflions 
on  the  fubjeft  had  taken  place, 
they  knew  the  crown  to  have 
infuperable  objeClions,  had  gene¬ 
rally  obtained  ever  fince  our  pre. 
fent  conftitution  took  a  fettled 
form.  Now,  though  this  was  not  a 
written  part  of  the  conftitution, 
ftill  it  had  become  by  prefeription, 
and  certainly  from  every  poflible 
confideration  it  deferved  to  be,  as 
much  an  inherent  principle  of  it  as 
any  other  ;  and  it  was  abfolutely 
neceftary  for  rendering  extremely 
rare,  if  not  entirely  obviating, 
thofe  contentions  between  the 
crown  and  the  parliament,  fo  much 
to  be  deprecated  as  pregnant  with 
the  moft  ferious  danger  to  the  wel¬ 
fare,  happinefs,  and  liberties  of  the 
empire.  Almoft  upon  every  pofli¬ 
ble  occafion,  continued  the  honour¬ 
able  member,  I  am  perfuaded,  that 
his  majefty  would  facrifice  his  own 
opinion  to  that  of  both  houfes  of 
parliament  deliberately  exprefted  ; 
but  there  are  certain  fubjeCfcs 
which,  more  particularly  than 
others,  involve  the  great  leading 
and  fundamental  principles  of  the 
conftitution.  On  thefe  the  crown 
is  bound  to  exercife  its  own  judg¬ 
ment,  and  fupport  its  own  opinion, 
not  rafhly,  but  with  due  and  ma¬ 
ture  reflection,  even  if  this  opinion 
fhould  be  contrary  to  that  of  both 
houfes  of  the  legiflature  ;  otherwife 
that  effential  branch  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  would  be  neglectful  of  the 
firft  duty  which  it  owes  to  the 
country — that  of  fupporting  the 
conftitution  to  the  heft  of  its  judge¬ 
ment  ;  and  the  crown  would  be¬ 
come  a  cypher,  a  pageant,  a  dead 
letter  of  the  conftitution,  and  be 
politically  defunCt.  ”  The  honour¬ 
able  general  admitted,  that  the 

late 
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fate  minifters  could  not  bind  them- 
felves  by  the  pledge  required  ;  but 
he  thought,  that  as  his  majefty 
could  not  conftitutionaliy  admit  of 
their  ftipulation,  by  their  refufal  to 
withdraw  it,  they  were  virtually 
their  own  difmiffers. 

Mr.  Ord  fpoke  much  in  favour 
of  the  late  adminiftration.  He 
thought,  if  the  prefent  fervants  of 
the  crown  continued  to  aft  on  the 
principles  of  the  fyftem  which  had 
brought  them  into  power,  they 
would  caufe  a  feparation  of  Eng¬ 
land  and  Ireland  ;  and  Mr.  Whit- 
fhed  Keene  exprefled  his  regret  at 
being  obliged  to  vote  againft  the 
prefent  motion,  becaufe  it  amount¬ 
ed  to  an  iflue  between  the  former 
minifters  and  his  majefty,  at  the 
bar  oi  the  houfe  of  commons.  Mr. 
Wharton  objected  to  the  meafure 
as  an  abftraft  propofition,  which, 
though  incontrovertible  in  itfelf, 
admitted  of  many  exceptions.  Mr. 
Fawkes  declared  he  was  terrified 
at  the  language  of  the  prefent  day 
on  this  fubjeft.  It  was  nor  like 
that  which  prevailed  at  the  time 
when  the  greac  councils  of  the  na¬ 
tion  recommended  to  king  William 
to  difmifs  his  Dutch  guards  ;  and 
when  a  re£ufal,  on  his  part,  might 
have  produced  thofe  fcenes  which 
had  once  de'uged  the  country  with 
blood.  He  paid  many  compli¬ 
ments  to  the  late  fervants  of  the 
crown,  and  obferved,  that  though 
they  had  been  deprived  of  their 
power,  ftill  they  might  fay  with 
the  gallant  Frenchman  Francis  the 
Firft,  “  We  have  loft  every  thing 
but  our  honour.’*  Mr.  Gffeorne 
faw  no  neceffity  for  recognizing 
the  abftraft  principle  of  the  mo¬ 
tion,  and  propofed  that  the  other 
orders  of  the  day  (liould  be  read  ; 
in  which  attempt  to  get  rid  of  the 
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bufinefs,  he  was  fupported  by  Mr* 
Baftard. 

Mr.  Maurice  Fitzgerald,  Mr. 
Curwen,  Mr.  Tuffnell,  and  Mr. 
Plunkett  the  attorney  general  for 
Ireland,  fpoke  in  favour  of  the 
original  motion.  Thefe  gentlemen, 
argued,  that  though  it  could  not 
be  faid,  his  majelty ’s  prefent  fer- 
vants  had  given  fuch  a  pledge  as 
that  required  from  the  late  rainif- 
ters,  it  was  fairly  to  be  inferred, 
that  they  were  ready  to  do  what 
their  predeceffors  in  office  had  de¬ 
clined  to  perform  ;  who  had  vir- 
tuouily  refolved,  that  they  would 
not  preclude  themfelves  from  giv¬ 
ing  fuch  advice  as,  in  their  judg¬ 
ment,  was  requifite.  If  the  houfe 
were  not  to  fupport  them  in  fuch  a 
free  and  manly  line  of  conduct, 
they  might  expeft  hereafter  to 
have  minifters  who  would  be  fub- 
fervient  to  the  nod  of  any  mo¬ 
narch  ;  parliament  might  hereafter 
be  difgraced,  by  becoming  the  in- 
ftrument  of  the  moft  bafe  and 
wicked  minifters ;  and  the  fove- 
reign,  inftead  of  having  the  honour 
and  the  ftrength  of  being  king  of 
a  free  people,  who  lived  in  their 
hearts,  might,  in  future  times,  be¬ 
come  the  abfolute  monarch  of  a 
ftavilh  enervated  race,  who  would 
not  have  fpirit  to  defend  their  own 
rights,  or  maintain  his  honour.  It 
was  denied,  that  the  refoluion 
went  to  attach  blame  to  his  ma. 
jefty  ;  becaufe  thofe  who  had  per- 
fuaded  him  to  demand  an  uncon- 
ftitutiona!  pledge,  thofe  who  had 
led  the  father  of  his  people  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  fuch  a  pledge  was  pro¬ 
per  to  be  required,  and  induced  him. 
to  think  the  proteftant  eftablifh- 
ment  was  in  danger,  had  taken 
upon  themfelves  the  refponfibility 
for  their  meafures,  They  who 

rung 
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rung  this  religious  alarm,  fhowed 
a  want  of  difcretion,  which  com¬ 
pletely  proved  their  incapacity  to 
hold  the  reins  of  government.  In 
anfwer  to  this  clamour,  it  might 
be  fufficient  to  fay  that  the  bill 
was  abandoned;  but  it  was  ne- 
cefiary  fhortly  to  call  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  houfe  to  the  aft 
of  1793,  becaufe  the  extent  of 
it  was  not  well  underilood.  It  did 
not  merely  apply  to  Irifn  catholics, 
but  to  all  catholics  who  might  ex- 
erpife  their  comrniffions  in  Ireland. 
By  the  aft  of  union,  there  was  no 
feparate  eftablifhment  for  Ireland, 
either  in  the  army  or  navy  ;  and 
therefore  by  the  exiting  law  after 
the  union,  it  was  competent  for  a 
catholic  in  Ireland  to  hold  any 
commiffion  in  the  army,  except 
that  of  general  on  the  ftafF ;  and  in 
the  navy  any  commiffion  what¬ 
ever.  The  late  unnecefiary  changes 
in  the  councils  of  his  majefty, 
could  not  fail  of  making  a  deep  im- 
preffion  on  our  allies,  and  of  raid¬ 
ing  the  expectation  of  our  enemies, 
at  a  time  when  a  firm  reliance  had 
been  placed  on  the  affiftance  of 
Great  Britain  in  the  common  caufe. 
The  new  adminiftration,  it  was  re¬ 
marked,  feemed  to  emulate  the 
giants,  who,  when  they  were  over¬ 
thrown  and  touched  the  earth,  re¬ 
covered  their  ftrength  ;  for  it  was 
not  long  fince  they  doubted  their 
power  to  carry  on  the  government 
of  the  country,  and  fince  that  time 
their  attempts  at  oppofition  had 
been  repeatedly  defeated.  Mr. 
Plunkett  in  particular  ftated,  that 
the  peace  of  the  univerfity  of 
Dublin  had  been  difturbed  by  the 
chancellor  of  that  inftitution  (the 
duke  of  Cumberland),  who  had 
(endeavoured  to  procure  a  petition 


from  that  feminary,  againft  the 
bill  brought  into  the  houfe  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  carbolics.  When  his 
firft  letter  was  not  attended  to,  he 
wrote  a  fecond,  and  he  was  forry 
to  fay,  that  the  royal  duke  had,  in 
that  letter,  conveyed  an  infinuation 
too  plain  to  be  mifunderfiood,  that 
the  only  way  for  the  univerfity  to 
recommend  itfelf  to  his  favour 
was,  to  prefent  fuch  a  petition  as 
he  required.  The  general  ftate  of 
Ireland  was  this  ;  fince  the  com¬ 
mence  m-ent  of  his  prefent  majefty's 
reign,  the  catholics  had  received  a 
fucceffion  of  benefits,  and  they 
were  fenfible  of  them.  They  had 
gained  wealth,  rank,  and  con*’ 
fideration  in  the  community.  It 
might  be  faid  they  ought  now  to 
be  contented  ;  but  it  was  not  in 
human  nature  that  they  fhould  be 
contented.  CouM  they  be  fo, 
when  it  was  fo  natural  for  them  to 
defire  to  be  admitted  to  all  the  be- 
nefits  and  privileges  of  the  con  ft  i- 
tution  under  which  they  lived  ? 
If  the  catholics  were  told,  that 
they  had  no  hope  from  the  crown— 
if  they  were  told,  that  they  could 
not  proceed  to  ftate  their  wifhes 
and  their  grievances  in  a  conftitu- 
tional  way  they,  would  do  fo  in  an 
unconftitutional  manner. 

Sir  Thomas  Turton  denied  that 
there  was  any  merit  in  minifters 
having  abandoned  their  meafure ; 
he  thought  they  would  be  more  en¬ 
titled  to  the  praife  of  confiftency, 
and  the  fupport  of  the  houfe,  had 
they  perfevered  in  it.  As  it  was, 
it  looked  as  if  they  meant  to  claim 
for  themfelves  all  the  merit  of  hav¬ 
ing  introduced  the  bill,  and  of  call¬ 
ing  on  their  fovereign  the  obloquy 
of  its  rejeftion.  What,  in  faft, 
was  the  nature  of  the  pledge,  as  it 
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was  called,  that  was  required  from 
them  ?  They  dipulated  with  their 
fovereign,  that  they  fhould  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  exprefs  their  fentiments 
fully  and  freely  upon  a  particular 
meafure,  when  it  fhould  come  under 
conlideration.  To  this  he  con- 
fented,  but  at  the  fame  time  re¬ 
quired,  that  he  fhould  no  more  be 
importuned  on  a  fubjefl  which  was 
difagreeable  to  him.  He  faid  in 
effeft,  “  You  may  do  this,  but 
when  you  have  done  fo,  let  me 
hear  no  more  about  it. ”  The  real 
queftion  before  the  houfe  was, 
whether  the  fovereign  was,  or  was 
nor,  to  be  fupported  in  the  fair 
exercife  of  his  prerogative,  againfl 
an  aridocracy  which  had  the  pre¬ 
emption  to  didate  to  him  ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
(Mr.  Perceval)  faid,  if,  however 
erroneous  his  opinion  might  have 
been,  he  thought  that  the  meafure 
lately  introduced  (a  meafure  which 
the  former  miniders  reprefented  as 
fo  effential  to  the  welfare  of  the 
nation,  and  which  they  had  not- 
withdanding  abandoned)  pregnant 
with  danger  to  the  conditution,  it 
ought  not  to  be  imputed  to  him 
that  he  had  attempted  to  raife  an 
unneceflary  alarm,  or  that  he  had 
only  party  objefts  in  view.  He 
had  dated  before,  and  he  now 
dated  again,  that  the  proceeding 
appeared  to  him  to  be  attended 
with  extreme  peril  to  the  edab- 
lifhed  religion.  Pie  had  obferved 
before,  that  the  bill  would  not 
have  the  effetd  of  rendering  the 
catholics  content  with  their  condi¬ 
tion  ;  that  it  would  lead  to  other 
objects,  and  that  it  would  not  dop 
fhort,  till  it  had  brought  the  Ro¬ 
man  catholic  bifhops  to  the  houfe 
of  lords.  That  certainly  was  the 
xmpreffion  on  his  mind  at  the  time.. 


The  arguments  of  the  honourable 
and  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Plun¬ 
kett)  afforded  fome  colour  for  this 
opinion,  fince  he  faid  it  was  not 
in  human  nature  that  the  catholics 
fhould  be  content,  unlefs  admitted 
to  all  the  honours  and  privileges  of 
the  conditution.  From  this  if 
would  appear  that  he  was  corredt 
in  the  opinion,  that  nothing  fhort 
of  an  equality  in  every  point  of 
view  with  the  protedants  would 
fatisfy  them.  The  propofition  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe  was  in  itfelf  one 
which  would  be  generally  admit¬ 
ted  ;  but  it  mud  be  taken  in  con¬ 
nexion  with  other  circumftances, 
and  efpecially  with  the  difmiffal 
of  his  ma  jelly’s  late  miniders.  It 
was  not  the  expreffion  of  it  only 
that  was  to  be  confidered,  but  the 
implication  ;  for  it  mud  be  implied 
that  the  difmifTal  of  thofe  miniders 
was  an  aft  deferving  cenfure. — - 
The  implication  w*as  clear,  when 
the  motion  was  coupled  with  the 
datement  of  the  noble  lord 
(Howick)  relative  to  a  pledge 
required  and  refufed,  and  the  con- 
fequent  difmifTal  of  miniders;  but 
more  particularly  fo,  when  the 
words  refpedting  the  impropriety 
of  granting  a  pledge  (i  either  ex- 
prefled  or  implied”  were  attended 
to,  which  mud  be  underdood  to 
apply  to  the  prefent  miniders. 
He  felt  himfelf  under  great  em- 
barraffiment  on  this  occanon.  it 
was  faid  that  his  majedy  was  not 
cenfurable,  but  his  advifers.  Now, 
it  was  contrary  to  the  faff,  that  m 
this  cafe  his  majedy  aided  in  con- 
fequence  of  any  advice  ;  he  denied 
that  any  advice  was  given  him  on 
this  point — he  did  not  mean  as  to 
the  difmiffal  of  miniders,  but  as  to 
the  pledge;  and  with  refpeft  to 
the  pledge,  which  it  was  infinuated 
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the  prefent  minifters  mu  ft  have 
given  as  the  condition  of  their 
coming  into  office,  he  could  affine 
the  houfe  that  they  were  unfettered 
by  any  pledge  whatever.  The 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  then 
went  into  the  circumftances  of  the 
catholic  bill  ;  and  he  contended, 
that  his  majefty  was  not  the  only 
perfon  who  mifunderftood  the  na¬ 
ture  of  it  ;  for  even  the  perfon  who 
was  to  propofe  it,  laboured  under 
the  fame  miftake.  It  was  by  no 
means  clear,  that  any  part  of  the 
late  minifters  intended  to  go  farther 
than  the  provifions  of  the  Irifh  aft  ; 
for  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
for  Ireland,  in  anfwer  to  a  propofal 
for  adjourning  the  fccond  reading 
of  the  bill  for  two  days,  on 
account  of  the  abfcnce  of  the 
Irifh  members,  faid  that  there 
was  no  particular  occafion  for 
the  attendance  of  thole  mem¬ 
bers,  as  they  were  already  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  meafure.  But 
this  was  not  all,  for  no  lefs 
than  three  cabinet  minifters  re- 
fufed  to  concur  in  the  bufmefs, 
when  they  underftood  the  extent 
to  which  it  was  to  be  carried. 
The  lord  chancellor  was  not  even 
fummoned  to  the  council,  and  thus 
the  particular  advifer  of  the  king’s 
confcience  was  excluded  in  a  mat¬ 
ter,  with  refpeft  to  which  it  con¬ 
cerned  him  to  be  fo  thoroughly 
informed.  Minifters  however  had 
foon  difeovered  that  the  meafure 
which  they  had  propofed  would 
not  fatisfy  the  catholics.  They 
wanted  to  be  fheriffs,  to  be  ad¬ 
mitted  to  corporations,  and  to  be 
king’s  counfel.  It  appeared  to 
hi  m,  that  thofe  who  objtfted  to  a 
general  pledge,  overlooked  the  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  conftjitiition  on  the 
part  of  minifters.  They  had  re¬ 


commended  their  projeft  as  indiffi 
penfable ;  they  faid  that  not  an 
hour  was  to  be  loft,  and  yet  they 
agreed  to  w'thdraw  it;  and  thist 
they  called  a  facrifice  of  private 
feelings  to  public  duty.  It  was 
the  oddeft  facrifice  of  private  feel¬ 
ings  to  public  duty  he  had  ever 
heard  of,  to  abandon  a  meafure 
which  they  had  reptefented  as  iti- 
difpenfable,  that  they  might  not 
be  obliged  to  quit  their  places ! 
How  did  the  crown  and  the  minif¬ 
ters  ftand  on  hat  occafion  ?  They 
introduced  a  bill  which  they  con- 
fidered  eftential  to  the  welfare  of 
the  ftate,  and  then  confented  to 
withdraw  it.  Who  was  to  be 
refponfible  for  that  ?  If  the  mi¬ 
nifters  were  compelled  to  aft  con¬ 
trary  to  their  judgment,  this 
brought  in  the  fovereign  as  the 
refponfible  perfon.  The  king  never 
flood  in  fuch  a  fttuation.  Minif¬ 
ters  Rated  that  they  would  declare 
on  the  catholic  queftiori,  that  their 
fentiments  remained  the  fame  as 
ever  ;  and  this  threw  the  refponfi- 
bility  on  the  fovereign.  Was  that 
conftitutional  ?  Minifters  had  in 
faft  required  a  praftical  pledge 
from  his  majefty,  that  he  would 
not  difmifs  them  for  urging  this 
point  on  him  ;  and  therefore  if  was 
neceffary  for  him  to  have  a  pledge 
that  they  would  nor  harafs  him. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman 
then  adverted  to  the  impolicy  of 
the  declaration,  that  thefe  concef- 
fions  were  nece^ary  to  allay  the 
difturbances  in  Ireland;  becaufe  it 
held  out  conceffions  as  the  reward 
of  difturbanees.  He  thought  that 
the  conduft  of  adminiftrauon  ought 
to  be  cone  liatory  but  firm,  as  con¬ 
ceffions  only  ferved  t  keep  Ire¬ 
land  in  an  unfettled  ftate.  1'here 
was  only  this  alternative,  either  to 

eftablifh 
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eUablilh  the  catholic  church  in 
Ireland,  or  to  preferve  the  pro- 
tenant  eftabliffiment  in  its  full 
ilrength. 

Mr.  Grattan  confidered  the 
principles  of  the  bill,  as  calculated 
to  foften  and  mitigate  the  afperity 
©f  religious  prejudices,  to  amalga¬ 
mate  and  blend  the  jarring  opinions 
of  men  profeffing  different  religious 
perfuafions,  and  to  unite  them  all 
in  one  common  bond  of  union,  fo 
that  they  might  aft  together  freely 
and  heartily  in  the  defence  of  the 
whole  empire.  He  maintained, 
that  it  was  impoffible  the  late 
minifters  could  accede  to  the  pledge 
required,  without  incurring  the 
greafeft  difgrace.  They  mult  have 
renounced  the  principles  of  the 
whole  of  their  former  lives.  They 
mu  ft  have  relinquifhed  the  office  of 
eounfellors  and  the  high  cha rafter 
of  ftatefmen,  and  have  become  the 
mere  creatures  of  falary.  He  had 
admired  the  miniftry  for  the  mild- 
nefs  of  the  conduft  which  they  had 
purfued,  in  confequence  of  the  in- 
furreftions  that  had  occurred  in  the 
north  of  Ireland.  It  had  been  pro¬ 
ductive  of  the  happieft  effefts  by 
putting  a  fpeedy  end  to  them, 
without  the  interference  of  the 
zuilitary.  He  had  before  applaud¬ 
ed  lord  Hardwicke  for  a  fimilar 
proceeding,  who,  inftead  of  letting 
flip  the  dogs  of  war,  had  fent  the 
judges  into  the  different  counties, 
and  quelled  the  difturbance  by  the 
fair,  impartial,  and  equal  hand  of 
the  law.  Doftor  Duigenan  infilled 
that  the  Irifhmen  in  our  army  and 
navy  were  moftly  proteftants,  The 
proteftants  in  Ireland  were  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  catholics,  as  two  to 
three  in  number  ;  and  in  property, 
as  fifty  to  one.  Gentlemen  talked 
©f  conciliating  the  higher  orders  of 
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catholics.  Who  were  the  higher 
orders  ?  He  knew  not  where  to 
find  them.  He  was  fure  that  there 
were  not  forty  catholic  gentlemen 
in  Ireland  of  ioool.  a-year  each. 
When  the  account  of  the  propofed 
bill  arrived  in  Ireland,  the  catho¬ 
lics  called  a  public  meeting,  and  a 
Mr.  Keogh  laughed  to  fcorn  the 
whole  of  the  meafure,  as  not  con¬ 
taining  enough  of  coneeffion  ;  and,, 
in  menacing  terms,  declared  they 
would  have  all  or  none.  If  the 
powers  given  to  lord  Cornwallis, 
to  lord  Hardwicke,  and  to  the 
duke  of  Bedford,  were  continued,, 
and  proper  authority  delegated  to 
the  magiftrates,  he  would  engage 
there  would  be  no  rebellion  in 
Ireland. 

Sir  Samuel  Romilfy  Conceived 
that  the  queftion,  although  it  con¬ 
tained  an  ab  ft  raft  propofition,  was 
neceffary  to  be  brought  before  the 
houfe ;  becaufe  it  referred  to  a 
principle  which  had  been  recently 
afted  upon.  The  true  point  was, 
whether  or  not  it  was  conftitit- 
tionally  juftifiable,  or  rather  whe¬ 
ther  it  was  not  a  high  crime  and 
mifdemeanor,  in  any  minifter,  pof- 
feffing  the  confidence  of  his  ma jelly, 
to  fubferibe  to  a  pledge,  that  he 
would  not  offer  any  advice  which 
might  appear  to  him  to  be  effential 
to  the  intereft  of  the  empire ;  for 
by  this  fort  of  pledge,  the  whole 
nature  of  the  refponfibility  of  ftate 
affairs  would  be  taken  away. 
There  would  be  no  fecurity  againft 
the  mofl  traitorous  intentions  of 
irrefponfible  advifers  ;  for  minifters 
would  not  be  anfwerable,  and  could 
not  be  anfwerable,  for  any  advice 
which  they  did  not  give;  and 
they  could  not  give  that  which 
they  flood  pledged  to  withhold,. 
This  matter  was  the  more  alarm¬ 
ing* 
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ing,  when  he  learned  from  the 
right  honourable  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  that  he  thought 
there  were  cafes  wherein  his  ma¬ 
jefty  a&ed  without  advice.  There 
was  no  deli  re  whatever  to  include 
his  majefty  in  any  cenfure  for  what 
had  been  done,  nor  had  this  motion 
any  fuch  tendency ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  it  had  a  direct  tendency  to 
protedf  the  king,  and  to  fupport 
the  maxim,  that  he  could  do  no 
wrong.  He  had  always  under¬ 
flood,  that  there  was  no  exercife 
of  the  prerogative  whatever,  in 
which  the  king  had  not  fome  ad- 
vifer,  and  that  even  in  calling 

•  O 

certain  perfons  into  his  councils, 
he  mull  have  fome  advifer.  As  to 
the  pledge,  fince  the  late  minifters 
were  difmiffea  becaufe  they  refufed 
to  give  it,  the  prefent  minillers 
were  placed  in  this  dilemma : 
either  the  pledge  was  implied,  or 
they  had  deceived  his  majefty  ;  for 
it  was  not  pretended,  that  his 
majefty  had  any  obje&ion  to  his 
late  minifters,  except  the  difference 
of  opinion  which  had  occurred  on 
this  fubjeft. 

Mr.  Bathurft  fa  id  the  propofi- 
tion,  that  there  was  no  adi  of  the 
crown  without  refponfibility,  was 
no  doubt,  generally  fpeaking,  cor¬ 
real  ;  but  there  were  fome  excep¬ 
tions  to  that  propofition  ;  and 
amo^gft  the  fir  ft  which  muft  be 
admitted,  where  his  majefty  had 
no  advifers,  was  the  cafe  when  he 
had  removed  his  minifters;  and 
unlefs  the  exception  to  refponfi¬ 
bility  be  allowed  in  that  cafe,  the 
king’s  prerogative  of  choofing  his 
own  fervants  muft  be  nugatory. 
Now,  as  fuch  chano-es  were  liable 
often  to  occur,  he  could  nor  but 
deprecare  the  idea  of  making  Els 
majefty's  motives  of  action  in  thofe 


inftances  a  matter  for  inveftigatioft 
in  that  houfe  :  and  ftill  more  did 
he  deprecate  the  public  ftatement 
of  his  majefty’s  private  and  confi¬ 
dential  communications  with  his 
fervants,  particularly  as  individu¬ 
als.  It  was  monftrous  to  fay,  that 
his  majefty  could  not  in  any  cafe 
adl  without  advice,  for  in  cafes  of 
this  nature  where  he  differed  from 
his  minifters,  he  had  no  advifers, 
and  refponfibility  could  not  be 
faid  to  attach  to  any  one.  When 
his  majefty  demanded  the  pledge 
referred  to,  which  certainly  no 
minifter  ought  to  fubfcribe,  he  did 
not  differ  from  his  minifters  ;  and 
it  did  not  appear  that  he  had  any 
advifers,  nor  did  it  follow  of  necef- 
fity  that  he  had.  Suppofe  the 
fovereign  fhould  be  called  upon  by 
an  add  refs  of  that  houfe,  and  he 
put  it  as  one  confequence  of  this 
motion,  to  ftate  by  whom  he  had 
been  advifed  to  demand  the  pledge 
alluded  to  in  the  debate,  or  to 
difmifs  his  late  fervants :  and  that 
the  anfwer  to  fuch  addrefs  fhould 
be,  that  his  majefty  had  no  advi¬ 
fers  in  either  cafe,  what  then  would 
follow  ?  Why  that  blame  would 
fall  upon  a  quarter  to  which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  conftitution,  no 
blame  ought  to  be  imputed.  Thus 
the  maxim,  that  the  king  could  do 
no  wrong,  might  be  exploded  by 
this  motion. 

After  fir  Peter  Murray  in  a 
maiden  fpeech  had  oppofed  the 
queftion,  Mr.  Whitbread  protefted 
againft  the  doftrine,  that  there 
were  certain  times  when  the  king 
could  a£l  for  himfelf  without  ad¬ 
vifers;  and  ihat,  as  conftitutionally 
he  could  do  no  wrong,  no  refponfi¬ 
bility  could  attach  to  fuch  adlions. 
So  contrary  was  it  to  fadt,  that 
there  was.  not  a  moment  of  the 
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king’s  life,  from  his  acceffion  to 
his  demife,  in  which  there  was  net 
a  perfon  conftirutionally  refponfible 
for  his  actions.  The  honourable 
member  then  proceeded  to  comment 
on  the  coronation  oath,  and  en¬ 
deavoured  to  refute  the  idea,-  that 
to  concede  farther  to  the  catholics 
#ould  violate  that  oath  by  dating, 
that  long  after  it  was  fettled, 
Catholics  had  feats  in  parliament. 

Lord  Howick  agreed  with  his 
Honourable  friends,  that  there  could 
be  conftitutionally  no  aid  of  the 
crown  without  a  refponfible  advifer. 
He  alfo  concurred  in  opinion,  that 
there  had,  on  a  recent  occafion, 
been  fecret  ad  vifers ;  and  that  much 
pains  had  been  taken  to  poifon  the 
royal  mind.  He  had  reafon  to 
believe,  that  the  hieafure  referred 
to  had  been  the  refult  of  advice. 
Indeed,  he  did  happen  to  know, 
that  fuch  advice  had  been  given, 
and  this  was  a  time  when  he  felt 
it  to  be  his  duty  to  fpeak  out 
plainly.  On  the  faturday  before 
the  pledge  was  required,  lord 
Eldon  had  an  audience  of  his 
majefty ;  what  pafled  at  that  in¬ 
terview  he  did  not  pretend  to 
ftate;  that,  he  would  leave  the 
noufe  to  co'nje&ure.  He  rmift  alfo 
obferve,  that  before  he  had  liberty 
to  mention  that  a  new  miniftry  was 
forming,  lord  Eldon  and  lord 
Hawkelbury  were  fent  for  to 
Windfor.  Lords  Eldon  and 
Hawkelbury  were,  then,  the  ref¬ 
ponfible  perfons  for  what  had 
occurred.  He  had  introduced  the 
catholic  bill,  in  the  hope  that  the 
advantages  it  was  calculated  to 
produce  would  have  been  obtained, 
without  exciting  any  of  thofe  ani- 
mofities  in  the  country,  which  by 
artifice  had  been  called  forth  fince 
the  queftioh  was  agitated  ;  but 
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when  he  found,  that,  fnftead  of 
producing  union,  it  was  likely  to 
difunite,  he  withdrew  it/  Eveb 
by  the  honourable  gentlemen  on 
the  oppofite  fide,  the  members  of 
the  late  miniftry  were  acquitted  of 
any  intention  to  deceive  his  ma. 
jefty,  an  accufation  which  had 
been  made  againft  them  in  the 
public  prints  ;  but  if  they  had  been 
guilty  of  fuch  a  fraudulent  inten¬ 
tion,  it  would  not  have  rendered 
the  demand  of  the  pledge  a  con- 
ftitutiooal  proceeding.  A  learned 
do&or  (D  ligenan)  had  faid,  that 
three  fourths  of  the  army  raifed  in 
Ireland  were  actually  proteftants. 
If  this  ftatement  were  true,  it  went 
in  fupport  of  the  meafure  propofed; 
for  if,  out  of  the  military  raifed 
in  Ireland,  three  fourths  were  pro¬ 
teftants,  and  one  fourth  only  catho¬ 
lics,  where  the  proportion  of  the 
population  was  exadly  the  con¬ 
trary  way,  it  was  proof  incontro¬ 
vertible  that  the  catholics  of  Ire¬ 
land  did  not  furnilh  their  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  public  fervice.  The 
lioble  lord  then  made  fome  remarks 
upon  the  opinions,  which  had  been 
held  by  Mr.  Canning  and  lord 
Caftlereagh,  arid  particularly  by 
Mr.  Pi  tt,  on  the  fubjeft ;  and  ar¬ 
gued  that  there  was  no  more  reafon 
now,  than  in  1801  and  1804,  to 
raife  the  cry  of  the  church  being 
in  danger. 

Mr.  Canning  faid,  that  the 
noble  lord's  fpeech  fcemed  to  place 
him  in  a  fort  of  retrofpefiiVe  ref- 
ponfibility  for  counfels  which  hq 
could  not  be  acquainted  with,  and 
for  that  difmiffal  which  was  the 
confequence  of  his  own  fuicidal  a£L 
This  was  the  iirft  time,  fince  the 
reign  of  Charles  the  firft,  that  a 
fovereign  had  been  brought  to  the 
bar  of  parliament.  The  late  mi- 
[L]  nifters 
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nifters  had,  by  their  own  conduft, 
rendered  their  difmiffal  unavoida¬ 
ble  ;  and  he  denied  that  he,  or  any 
of  his  colleagues,  had  given  any 
counfei  on  the  occafion,  or  had 
intrigued  for  the  purpofe  of  getting 
info  their  places.  The  noble  lord 
hai  chofen  to  infmu  ate,  that  the 
king  had  had  fome  fecret  advifer, 
and  he  had  infianced  lord  Eldon’s 
■vifit  to  Windfor  as  a  proof  of  it ; 
but  did  he,  or  did  he  not  know, 
that  pre^ioufly  to  his  lordfhip's 
going  to  Windfor,  lord  Eldon 
wailed  on  lord  Grenville,  and  com¬ 
municated  to  him  diltin&ly  the 
fubjeCl  on  which  he  was  to  have 
an  interview  with  the  king  ;  add¬ 
ing,  at  the  fame  time,  a  foleinn 
affurance,  that  he  would  mention 
no  other  topic  to  his  majefty  ?  He 
thought  it  right  to  fay  dillinCtly 
for  himfelf,  and  he  affirmed  it  with 
equal  confidence  for  his  right  hon¬ 
ourable  friend  ('Mr.  Perceval),  and 
for  the  noble  duke  who  was  at  the 
head  of  his  ma jelly's  government, 
that  they  had  each,  according  to 
their  meafure  and  opportunities, 
exerted  themfelves  fairly  and  hon- 
eftly  to  prevent  the  mifchief  which 
might  be  apprehended  as  likely  to 
attend  a  change  of  adminiliration, 
in  the  prefent  circumllances  of  the 
country.  They  had  not  been  fo 
falh,  blind,  or  prefumptuous,  as  to 
intrigue  for  a  fucceffion  fo  full  of 
peril ;  but  .when  it  was  obvious 
that  the  late  adminiliration  mull 
go  out,  they  would  not  join  with 
them  in  pulhing  their  fovereign  to 
the  wall,  by  reducing  him  to  take 
them  back  upon  their  own  terms, 
and  to  be  at  their  mercy,  or  to 
leave  the  country  without  a  gov¬ 
ernment.  The  terms  on  which 
the  former  fervants  of  the  crown 
wilhed  to  hold  their  offices  were, 


that  they  fhould  be  allowed  to 
propole  meafures,  that  they  might 
afterwards  abandon  them.  The 
yearly  moving  of  the  catholic 
quell  ion  would  have  the  effect  of 
making  an  unfair  divifion  of  the 
popularity  and  odium.  The  odium 
would  be  great,  and  ail  fall  on 
the  crown;  the  benefit  would  be 
frnall,  and  that  the  catholics  might 
have ;  but  the  whole  of  the  popu¬ 
larity  was  to  fall  to  the  minillers. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman 
concluded  by  faying,  that  what¬ 
ever  might  be  the  ilTue  of  the 
divifion  that  night,  or  the  feries  of 
divifions  with  which,  if  it  were 
fuccefsful,  it  would  be  followed, 
his  majefly's  minillers  were  deter¬ 
mined  to  hand  by  their  fovereign  ; 
even  though  circumllances  fhould 
occur,  in  which  they  might  find 
it  their  duty  to  appeal  to  the 
country. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  fpoke  fhortly 
in  favour  of  the  queilion,  when 
the  houfe  divided ;  and  there  ap¬ 
peared  for  Mr.  Ofborne's  amend¬ 
ment  258,  and  for  the  original 
motion  226,  leaving  a  majority 
for  minillers  of  32. 

On  the  13th  of  April,  the  fame 
fubjeCl  was  agitated  in  the  houfe 
of  lords,  when  the  marquis  of 
Stafford  moved  iC  that  this  houfe, 
feeling  the  neceffity  of  a  firm  and 
liable  government  in  this  moll 
important  crilis  of  public  affairs, 
is  impreffed  with  the  deepell  regret 
at  the  change  which  has  lately 
taken  place  in  his  majefty's  coun¬ 
cils  ;  and  that  this  regret  is  greatly 
increafed  by  the  caufes  to  which 
the  change  has  been  afcribed ;  it 
being  the  opinion  of  this  houfe, 
that  it  is  contrary  to  the  full 
duties  of  the  refponfible  minillers 
of  the  king  to  rellrain  themfelves 
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hy  any  pledge  exprefled  or  implied, 
from  fubmitting  to  his  majefty 
faithfully  and  truly  any  advice 
which j  in  their  judgment,  the 
courfe  of  circumftances  may  render 
neceflary  for  the  honour  of  his 
majefty’s  crown  j  and  the  welfare 
of  his  dominions.” 

The  motion  was  fupported  by 
the  duke  of  Norfolk,  the  earls  of 
Hardwicke,  Jerfey,  Lauderdale, 
Darnley,  and  Moira ;  and  by  the 
lords  Erfkine,  Grenville,  and  Hol¬ 
land.  Lord  Boringdon  moved  an 
adjournment,  and  this  mode  of 
evading  the  queflion  was  advocated 
by  the  earls  of  Aberdeen,  Lime- 
rick,  Selkirk;  Weftmoreland,  and 
Camden,  vifcount  Sidmouth,  and 
lords  Harrowby,  Mulgrave, 
Hawkefbury,  and  Eldon.  The 
queflion  of  adjournment  was  car¬ 
ried  by  a  majority  of  81,  there 
being  171  for  it,  and  go  againft 
it.  As  the  arguments  on  both 
fide?  in  this  matter  were  neceffarily 
the  fame,  as  thofe  which  had  been 
employed  by  the  contending  parties 
in  the  houfe  of  commons,  it  would 
be  an  unpardonable  trefpafs  on  the 
reader  to  relate  them,  The  only 
circumftances  necelfary  to  mention 
in  the  debate  are,  that  lords  Sid¬ 
mouth  and  Erlkine  avowed,  that 
they  had  always  objected  to  the 
extenfion  of  the  catholic  bill  be¬ 
yond  the  terms  of  the  Irifii  aft. 
Lord  Ellenborough  did  not  fpeak 
on  the  occafion,  but  voted  for  the 
original  motion. 

Another  violent  ftruggle  took 
place  in  the  houfe  of  commons  cn 
the  15th.  As  the  former  queflion 
had  been  grounded  on  the  abftraft 
principle  of  the  pledge,  this  was 
calculated  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  houfe  more  to  the  merits  of  the 
difcarded  minifters,  Mr.  W.  H. 
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Lyrtleton  moved  a  refolution  in 
the  following  terms:  <c  That  this 
houfe,  confidering  a  firm  and  effi¬ 
cient  ad  min  ill  rat  ion  as  indifpenfa- 
bly  neceflary  in  the  prefen t  impor¬ 
tant  erifis  of  public  affairs,  has 
feen  with  the  deepeft  regret  the 
late  change  in  his  majefty’s  coun¬ 
cils.”  An  animated  difcuffion 
took  place,  which  lafted  until  half 
paft  fix  o’clock  the  next  morning; 
but  though  the  motion  was  eftab- 
lifhed  on  a  different  bafts,  the  rea- 
foning  was  a  mere  repetition  of  the 
former  debate,  and  nearly  the  fame 
fpeakers  took  part  in  it.  The  only 
novelty  that  occurred  came  from 
the  fpeech  of  Mr.  Gore,  who  re¬ 
marked  that  the  late  adminiftra- 
tion  muff  deceive  themfelves  grofs- 
ly,  if  they  imagined  that  the 
meafure  they  propofed  was  of  a 
nature  and  extent  to  fatisfy  the 
catholics ;  for  they  conftdered  it 
only  as  an  excufe  fa?  minifters  not 
redeeming  their  numerous  pledges ; 
they  efteemed  it  as  a  paltry  fub- 
terfuge  to  efcape  expefted  felicita¬ 
tions.  Had  the  late  minifters  been 
fincere  in  their  regard  for  Ireland, 
had  they  been  really  inclined  to 
promote  its  happinefs  and  augment 
its  comforts,  they  could  have  em¬ 
braced  many  opportunities  of  ex¬ 
tending  the  benefits  of  education 
and  knowledge  to  that  country  ; 
and  endeavoured  to  refcqe  it  from 
thofe  numerous  evils,  which  re- 
fulted  from  the  colleftion  of  tithes, 
Mr.  Gore  was  anfwtred  by  fir 
John  Newport,  who  afferted  that 
the  former  fervants  of  the  crown 
had  been  particularly  attentive  in 
ftfting  the  abufes  in  thofe  funds, 
that  werefer  apart,  and  fpecificaliy 
intended  for  fupporting  a  fyftem  of 
national  education;  which  abides 
he  painted  in  the  moll  horrible  and 
[L  2]  detefiable 
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deteftable  colours.  He  alfo  af- 
ftired  the  houfe,  that  an  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  tithe  fyftem  had  been 
actually  contemplated,  and  he  im¬ 
plored  the  prefent  minifters  to 
undertake  the  fame  bufinefs.  When 
the  houfe  divided,  there  were  for 
pailing  to  the  order  of  the  day  244, 
and  againft  it  198,  fo  that  there 
was  a  majority  of  forty-fix  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  government. 

The  houfe  of  commons  having,  on 
the  13  th  of  April,  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee  on  the  loan  in¬ 
tereft  bill,  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  (Mr  Perceval)  faid,  that 
he  had  no  objection  to  the  intereft 
of  the  loan  being  fecured  for  the 
prefent  year,  according  to  the  mode 
pointed  out  by  his  predecefior. 
He  wilhed,  however,  to  avoid 
pledging  the  houfe  to  approve  of 
any  part  of  that  plan  for  the  fu¬ 
ture.  There  were  many  objec¬ 
tions  to  the  principle  of  rendering 
permanent  the  war  taxes,  and 
making  them  the  fund  which  was 
to  fecure  the  intereft  of  the  loans. 
Mr  Perceval  propofed  that  the  in¬ 
tereft  of  the  loan  for  this  year 
fhould  remain  on  the  war  taxes  ; 
but  fix  months  after  the  conclufion 
of  peace,  unlefs  fome  other  mode 
were  refolved  on  by  parliament  of 
fecuring  it,  either  by  continuing 
the  war  taxes  for  the  purpofe,  or 
by  new  taxes,  that  it  ftiould  then 
be  charged  on  the  furplus  of  the 
confolidated  fund ;  but  this  idea 
being  combated  by  lord  Henry 
Petty,  Mr.  Henry  Thornton,  and 
Mr.  Tierney,  as  diminiftiing  the 
fecurity  of  the  public  creditor,  Mr. 
Perceval,  on  the  next  day,  con¬ 
fined  the  pledge  to  the  war  duties 
on  the  excife.  When  the  bill 
was  brought  before  the  houfe  of 
lords  on  the  23d,  the  reftriftion 


was  obje&ed  to,  as  a  breach  of 
faith  with  the  public  creditor,  by 
ldrd  Auckland  ;  although  he  ad¬ 
mitted  that  there  was  ample  fe* 
curity  left.  The  remark,  there¬ 
fore,  feemed  fomewhat  captious, 
as  the  war  duties  of  excife  amount¬ 
ed  to  6,ooo,oool.  and  the  inte¬ 
reft  to  be  provided  for  was  only 
120,000k  Lord  Hawkeibury,  con- 
fequently,  had  good  reafon  to  deny 
that  there  was  any  practical  breach 
of  faith,  although  the  duties  upon 
exports  and  imports,  and  upon 
tonnage,  were  excluded  from  the 
war  taxes  mortgaged  for  twenty 
years.  The  debate  afterwards  af- 
fumed  a  defultory  form,  it  being 
permitted  to  difcufs  general  topics 
on  a  money  bill,  and  deviated  into 
a  converfation  on  the  catholic 
queftion ;  in  which  lord  Gren¬ 
ville,  the  earls  of  Weftmore- 
land,  Lauderdale,  Buckingham - 
(hire,  earl  Spencer,  lords  Holland, 
and  Hawkefbury,  took  a  part ;  but 
the  loan  intereft  bill  fubfequently 
pa  fled  the  houfe. 

On  the  1 6th,  both  houfes  voted 
their  thanks  to  fir  Samuel  Auch- 
muty,  brigadier-general  Lumley, 
and  admiral  Stirling,  as  well  as 
the  officers  and  men  under  their 
command,  for  thecapture  of  Monte 
Video.  In  the  20th  Mr.  Wick¬ 
ham  drew  the  notice  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  to  the  church¬ 
es  and  glebe  houfes  in  Ireland. 
The  honourable  gentleman  faid, 
that  the  papers  on  the  table 
would  (how  the  neceflity  of  par¬ 
liamentary  interference,  by  larger 
and  more  liberal  grants  for  the 
relief  of  the  proteftant  church  in 
Ireland.  In  1803  he  had  laid  on 
the  table  of  the  houfe  a  paper,  for 
the  purpofe  of  roufing  its  attention 
to  this  fubje£L  Two  bills  were 

fubfequently 
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fubfequently  paffed  ;  one  for  the 
loan,  without  intereft,  of  a  large 
fum  from  the  board  of  firft  fruits  ; 
the  other,  for  the  advance  of 
yo,QOol.  by  the  lord  lieutenant. 
On  thefe  bills,  however,  no  fteps 
had  been  taken.  Entering  into  a 
comparative  ftatement  of  the  po¬ 
pulation  of  the  two  countries,  he 
after  ted  that  the  number  of  people 
in  Ireland  was  half  that  of  South 
Britain  ;  but  that  the  number  of 
parifhes  in  South  Britain  exceeded 
10,000,  while  in  Ireland  the  pa¬ 
rities  amounted  originally  only  to 
2436  ;  and,  by  fubfequent  confo- 
lidations,  they  were  in  the  year 
17 91  reduced  to  1120.  This  re¬ 
duction  was  highly  injurious  to 
the  proteftant  intereft  ;  and  it  ap¬ 
peared,  that  during  the  late  trou¬ 
bles  in  Ireland,  rebellion  raged 
mo  ft  violently  and  moll  fuccefsful- 
ly,  in  thofe  diftri&s  where  the  re¬ 
duction  had  been  the  greateft. 
Having  dwelt  on  the  great  im¬ 
portance  of  this  matter,  he  conclu¬ 
ded  by  moving,  <c  that  a  feleCl 
committee  beappointedto  takeinto 
confideration  the  feveral  afts  of 
parliament  relating  to  the  build¬ 
ing,  rebuilding,  and  keeping  in 
repair,  churches  and  glebe  houfes 
in  Ireland,  and  to  the  purchafe  of 
glebe  houfes  and  lands  there  ;  and 
requiring  certain  returns  to  be 
made,  concerning  the  fufHciency 
and  condition  of  fuch  churches,  for 
the  regular  performance  of  divine 
fervice  therein  ;  together  with  the 
feveral  reports  and  papers  relating 
thereto,  and  to  the  unions  of  pa¬ 
rifhes,  which  were  laid  before  this 
houfe  in  the  year  1803  an^  *80.6 
reflectively  ;  and  that  they  do 
ronfider  the  faid  aCls  and, papers, 
and  examine  how  far  the  laid  aCfs, 
or  any  of  them,,  have  been  found 


inadequate,  and  in  what  refpeft, 
for  the  purpofes  thereby  intended  ; 
and  do  report  the  fame,  together 
with  their  opinion  and  obfervations 
thereupon,  to  the  houfe.  ** 

DoClor  Duigenan  faid,  he  would 
not  oppofe  the  motion  of  the  righ? 
honourable  gentleman  ;  but  hecon- 
tended  that  the  poverty  of  the  po¬ 
pulation  in  Ireland  was  fo  great  in 
many  places,  that  if  it  were  not 
for  the  union  of  the  parifhes,  the 
clergy  would  have  devoured  the 
peopie.  Befides  this,  there  was 
an  old  a<ft,  paffed  in  the  reign  of 
queen  Elizabeth  he  believed,  which 
authorifed  the  lord  lieutenant,  or 
privy  council,  to  divide  or  confo- 
lidate  parifhes,  according  to  the 
neceffity  of  the  cafe  ;  and  it  fo 
happened  that  where  the  patronage 
of  the  crown  was  moft  extenfive, 
there  the  union  of  the  parifhes  was 
more  apt  to  take  place ;  for  in- 
ftance,  if  a  gentleman  had  good 
intereft  and  connexions  of  any 
weigh:,  a  fingle  parilh  might  be 
in  fo  low  a  ftate,  that  it  would  not 
be  worth  his  acceptance.  He  would 
then,  perhaps,  give  the  real  ac¬ 
count  of  the  buftnefs  to  his  friend 
or  patron,  and  afterwards  a  re¬ 
commendation  would  come  from 
the  crown,  that  two  adjoining  pa¬ 
rifhes  ftiould  be  confolidated  into 
one,  which  the  bifhop  in  fuch  cafe 
moftly  agreed  to.  He  did  not  ef- 
timate  the  population  of  Ireland 
at  much  more  than  two  millions ; 
and  the  proteftant  clergy  would 
be  very  much  oppreffed,  and  un¬ 
able  to  maintain  the  refpe&abili- 
ty  of  their  fituation,  if  the  union 
of  parifhes  were  not  in  many  cafes 
allowed. 

Sir  John  Newport  faid,  that 
many  erroneous  calculations  had 
gone  forth,  as  to  the  alftual  num- 
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bcr  of  inhabitants  in  Ireland.  The 
number,  as  laid,  down  by  Mr. 
Bufhe  in  the  Irifh  Philofophical 
Tranfa&ions,  amounted  to  upwards 
of  four  mi il iqns.  Although  the 
lords  lieutenants  had  the  power  of 
difu  citing  parifhes,  he  had  not 
found  any  inflance  in  which  they 
had  done  fo  'The  hate  of  the 
protefiant  church  of  Ireland  did, 
require  the  attention  of  the  houfe  ; 
and  he  wa§  lure,  they  could  not 
bellow  iheir  labours  better,  than 
in  difcuflingfuch  an  enquiry. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
obferved,  that  he  fhouid  certainly 
forward  the  object  of  the  motion. 
He  believed  the  money,  directed 
to  be  applied  for  the  benefit  of  the 
church  by  the  act  of  1803,  had 
never  been  properly  ufed.  Many 
of  the  unions  had  been  ordered  by 
the  privy  council,  on  account  of 
feme  of  the  parifhes  not  being 
adequate  to  the  maintenance  of  a 
clergyman.  The  propofed  enqui¬ 
ry,  therefore,  appeared  to  be  one 
of  the  moll  ufeful  aids  in  which 
the  houfe  could  engage.  One  ob¬ 
ject,  on  this  fide  of  the  water,  had 
been  to  fecure  the  refidence  of  the 
clergy ;  but  fuch  an  objebf  could 
not  be  aimed  at  in  Ireland,  till  fuch 
time  as  they  had  parfonage  houfes 
to  reft  e  in. 

Mr  Maurice  Fitzgerald  Bated, 
that  to  his  knowledge,  fome  of  the 
livings  in  the  foutfi  of  Ireland 
amounted  to  iocqI.  to  1500I.  and 
fome  even  to  3000I.  a. year  ;  and 
alfo  that  in  fome  infiances,  where 
n  confolidation  of  livings  and  pa¬ 
ri  flies  had  taken  place,  an  attention 
|o  the  religious  duties  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  had  been  reverfed  ;  for  no  place 
pf  religious  worfhip  was  provided 
within  the  reach  of  the  inhabitants, 
nor  could  the  pariftiio.ners  obtain 


baptifm  for  their  children,  or  the 
other  rites  of  the  church  ;  and  the 
confequence  was,  that  the  proteftant 
inhabitants  of  fuch  places  had  dis¬ 
appeared.  He  hoped,  therefore? 
that  a  firiH  invefiigaticn  would  be 
fer  on  foot,  with  a  view  of  correH- 
ing  fuch  abufes. 

Mr.  Parnell  thought,  that  the 
houfe  ought  to  be  put  in  poffeffion 
oi  circumfiances,  fo  material  as 
thole  hinted  at  by  the  honourable 
gentleman.  The  population  of 
Ireland,  as  computed  by  Mr. 
Bufhe,  amounted  in  the  year  1788 
to  4,080,000  inhabitants.  The 
population  of  England  and  Wales^ 
as  the  cenfus  was  rnken  in  1801, 
was  9,200,000  ;  from  this  it  ap¬ 
peared,  that  the  calculation  of  the 
learned  doftor  was  formed  on  er¬ 
roneous  data.  The  motion  was 
then  put  and  carried  ;  and  a  fe- 
ie£t  committee  appointed  accord- 
ingly. 

Mr.  Maurice  Fitzgerald  after¬ 
wards  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  alter  and  amend  the  mode 
of  levying  money  by  grand  jurioe 
in  Ireland.  He  could  now  Bate, 
from  the  return  on  the  table,  that 
the  enormous  fumof  half  a  million 
was  raifed  by  the  grand  juries  for 
bridges  and  crofs  roads,  e.xclufive 
of  turnpike  roads,  and  the  main 
lines  of  communication  between 
the  different  parts  pf  Ireland. 
The  fum  might’  not  appear  great, 
compared  with  the  revenue  of 
England  ;  but  it  was  prodigious, 
when  compared  with  that  of  Ire¬ 
land.  The  honourable  gentleman 
went  on  to  reprefent,  that'a  land  rax 
would  be  an  unpopular  meafure  in 
Ireland  ;  and  yet  that  country 
was,  in  reality,  fubject  to  a  land 
tax  raifed  in  the  moft  objectiona¬ 
ble  way.  The  poor  in  Ireland 
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were,  of  neceffity,  obliged  to  have 
Tome  land,  and  after,  by  extraordi¬ 
nary  induftry,  railing  a  fubfidence 
out  of  it,  they  were  obliged  to  pay 
their  tithes ;  and  then  their  grand 
jury  tax,  which  fell  upon  the  poor 
occupants,  while  the  rich  proprie¬ 
tor,  being  abfent,  paid  none  of  the 
tax  as  a  landlord.  What  he  pro- 
pofed,  therefore,  was,  to  follow 
up  the  analogy  of  the  regulation, 
adopted  by  his  right  honourable 
friend  (fir  John  Newport),  who 
had  exempted  from  the  houfe  tax 
t'hofe  whofe  rents  did  not  exceed 
61.  per  annum.  He  intended  alfo 
to  offer  fome  new  regulations, 
with  rerpe£t  to  prefentments  and 
the  proper  accounting  for  the  mo¬ 
ney.  He  would  bring  in  a  bill 
this  feifion,  that  it  might  be  print¬ 
ed,  and  confidered  by  the  grand 
juries  during  the  fummer  affizes. 
It  would,  thus  come  forward  next 
feffion,  after  all  the  consideration 
which  could  be  requibte.  He  did 
not  mean  to  alter  the  fyftem  of 
levying  money  by  grand  juries, 
but  to  fubjeft  it  to  the  moll  bene¬ 
ficial  rules.  He  could  not  con¬ 
clude,  without  dating  another  mo¬ 
tive  which  had  induced  him  to 
propofe  this  meafure.  At  this 
moment,  lie  obferved,  when  all  the 
views  of  the  late  miniftry  in  favour 
of  Ireland  had  been  defeated,  when 
file  hopes  of  all  thole  who  from 
boneft  motives  fupported  the  union 
were  blighted — when  the  union 
Was  rendered  .merely  nominal  and 
barren,  though  there  appeared  no 
intention  immediately  to  repeal  it 
—it  was  at  lead  dedrable,  that 
all  the  practical  benefits  fhould  be 
conferred  on  Ireland,  which  could 
poffibly  be  obtained. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
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had  no  objection  to  the  bill  pro-, 
pofed  by  the  honourable  gentle¬ 
man.  The  courfe  of  proceeding, 
as  fugged ed  by  him.,  was  alto¬ 
gether  unexceptionable.  He  rofe 
for  the  purpofe  of  deprecating 
for  himfelf,  and  thofe  oonne&ed 
with  him,  the  fuppodtion  of  their 
being  difpofed  to  intercept  the 
prayers  of  any  part  of  his  majedyfs 
fubje&s  in  their  way  to  the  royal 
ear,  or  to  the  prefence  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  however  his  fentiments 
might  differ  from  thofe  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  on  fome 
fubjecls  relative  to  Ireland.  He 
th®ughr  it  alfo  right  to  offer  him- 
felf  to  the  houfe,  led  falfe  and 
dangerous  opinions  fhould  arife 
from  his  fitting  blent,  while  the 
union  was  reprefented  as  barren 
and  ufelefs,  the  continuance  of  it 
problematical,  and  the  diffolution 
of  it  as  ferioufly  contemplated. 
The  intereds  of  the  two  countries 
were  now  fo  intimately  combined, 
that  a  diffolut  on  of  the  union 
could  not  be  thought  of,  without 
involving  mod  material  injury  to 
both  ;  although  feveral  matters  of 
detail  might,  in  the  opinion  of 
fome,  be  yet  remote  from  a  fa  t  is « 
fatdory  arrangement. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  wifhed,  that 
gentlemen  from  Ireland  would  al¬ 
ways  endeavour  to  enlighten  the 
houfe,  with^  regard  to  the  internal 
date  of  that  country.  This  would 
be  much  more  important  with  ref- 
pe£I  to  the  poor,  than  the  difeuf. 
bon  of  any  political  privileges. 
Doiftor  M ‘Niven,  one  of  the  per- 
fons  who  had  been  engaged  in  the 
rebellion,  had  dated  inanfwer  to  a 
quedion  put  to  him,  when  examin¬ 
ed  before  a  committee  of  the  Irifh 
houfe  of  commons,  that  the  pcaf&n- 
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try  would  not  give  the  value  of 
the  ink  in  the  pen,  with  which  the 
clerk  was  writing,  for  emancipa¬ 
tion.  The  real  happinefs  of  the 
people  depended  more  on  the  nature 
of  their  connexion  with  their  land¬ 
holders  and  titheholders,  than  upon 
thofe  privileges.  Whatever  dif¬ 
ference  of  opinion  there  might  be 
as  to  the  higher  queftionsof  policy, 
all  he  traded  would  concur  in  en¬ 
deavouring  to  promote  a  reform  of 
abufes. 

Mr.  Maurice  Fitzgerald  begged 
leave  to  give  an  accurate  and  en¬ 
tire  flatement  of  the  circumftance 
alluded  to.  This  he  could  do 
with  the  mod  perfect  correCtnefs, 
as  he  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Irifh  committee.  The  queftion 
alked  was,  i(  what  value  the  great 
body  of  the  catholics  attached  to 
what  was  called  emancipation?’* 
The  anfwer  was,  ((  that  they  did 
not  underftand  it,  and  that  they 
would  not  give  the  value  of  the 
ink  in  the  pen,  with  which  the 
clerk  was  writing,  for  if,’*  That 
was  perhaps  true,  but  then  this 
ueftion  was  followed  by  another  to 
odor  M‘Niven,  viz.  “  what  he 
thought  would  have  been  the  ef¬ 
fect  ofgranting  this  emancipation 
The  reply  was,  that  there  was 
nothing  the  rebel  leaders  dreaded 
fo  much,  as  it  would  have  entirely 
taken  the  peafantry  out  of  their 
hands,  and  completely  deftroyed 
their  hopes  of  eftablilhing  a  repub¬ 
lic  in  Ireland.  This  was  the  real 
Hate  of  ihe  cafe.  The  honourable 
gentleman  then  faid,  that  in  voting 
for  the  union,  he  had  combated  his 
earlieft  prejudices  and  feelings,  and 
fupported  it  with  a  view  to  the  fe- 
curity  of  all  eftablifhments,  and 
the  reftorationPf  3,  feMOd  telling 


tranquillity  to  Ireland.  He  had 
done  fo  under  direCt  pledges  on 
this  fubjeCt,  fanCtioned  by  the 
greateft  names,  and  he  never  would 
have  concurred  in  it  on  any  other 
terms.  But  now,  when  he  faw 
the  evils  aggravated,  and  none  of 
the  expeCted  good  effects  produced, 
he,  fpeaking  for  himfelf  only,  de¬ 
clared  that  the  union  was  barren 
and  nominal,  and  that  no  great  be¬ 
nefit  could  refult  from  continuing 
it.  The  motion  was  then  put  and 
carried. 

Nothing  further  occurred  dur-. 
ing  the  feflion  of  this  parliament, 
which  was  prorogued  by  commif- 
fion  on  the  27th  of  April.  The 
fpeech,  amongft  other  things,  Hat¬ 
ed  that  his  majeHy  was  anxious  to 
recur  to  the  fenfe  of  his  people, 
while  the  events  which  had  recent¬ 
ly  taken  place  were  yet  frefh  in 
their  recollection ;  and  that  he 
felt,  that  in  reforting  to  this  mea- 
fure,  under  the  prefent  circumHan- 
ces,  he  at  once  demonflrated,  in 
the  moH  unequivocal  manner,  his 
own  confcientious  perfuafion  of  the 
rectitude  of  thofe  motives  upon 
which  he  had  afted  ;  and  afforded 
to  his  people  the  beH  opportunity 
of  teHifying  their  determination  to 
fupport  him  in  every  exercife  of 
the  prerogatives  of  his  crown,  that 
was  conformable  to  the  facred  ob¬ 
ligations,  under  which  they  were 
held,  and  conducive  to  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  his  kingdom,  and  to  the 
fecurity  of  the  conHitution.  The 
fpeech  then  exprefifed  his  majeHy ’s 
entire  conviction,  that  after  fo 
long  a  reign,  marked  by  a  feries 
of  indulgences  to  his  Roman  Ca¬ 
tholic  fubjeCts,  they,  in  common 
with  every  other  clafs  of  his  peo¬ 
ple,  muft  feel  allured  of  his  attach¬ 
ment 
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ment  to  the  principle  of  a  juft  and 
enlightened  toleration;  and  of  his 
anxious  delire  to  proteft  equally, 
and  promote  impartially,  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  all  defcriptions  of  his  fiib- 
jetts :  and  it  exhorted  the  lords  and 
commons  to  cultivate,  by  all  means 


C  H 


in  their  power,  a  fpirit  of  union, 
harmony,  and  good  will,  amongft 
every  clafs  of  his  majefty's  people. 
After  the  preliminary  ftep  of  pro¬ 
rogation,  parliament  was  diffolved 
on  the  29th  day  of  the  fame 
month. 


P.  X, 


Expedition  to  Constantinople.  State  of  affairs  in  the  Turkijh  dominions ,  on 
the  arrival  of  Sir  John  Duckworth  with  the  Britijh  Jquadron  at  the  Dar¬ 
danelles.  Mr.  Arbuthnot  retires  from  the  cityi  and  goes  on  board  an 
Englijh  frigate  lying  before  the  place.  Paffage  of  the  Jquadron  through 
the  Straits.  Ineffectual  negotiation  with  the  Porte.  Hojtile  dijpofetion  of 
the  Turkijh  populace  to  the  Englijh.  Exertions  made  by  the  Sultan ,  and  all 
ranks  of  his  people ,  for  the  defence  of  the  capital.  The  Britijh  fleet  returns 
through  the  canal  of  the  Dardanelles  with  confiderable  damage.  The 
Straits  afterwards  blockaded  by  a  RnJJian  Jquadron.  Capture  of  Alexan¬ 
dria  by  Major-General  Frajer.  Major  Miffet  inflruCled  by  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  to  reprejent  to  the  General ,  that  they  mufl  perijh  by  famine ,  unlefs 
the  Britijh  troops  occupy  Rojetta.  Unfortunate  attempt  of  Major-General 
Waiichope  to  take  the  place.  Great  lojs  fuflained  by  the  Britijh  on  that  oc- 
caflon.  Renewed  inflances  by  Major  Miffet  and  the  Sorbagi  of  Alexandria , 
refpe Cling  the  apprehcnjions  of  a  want  of  Juflenance ,  without  the  reduction 
of  Rojetta.  That  town  invefled  by  Brigadier-General  Stewart ,  who  in 
conjequence  of  the  arrival  of  a  large  reinforcement  to  the  garrijon 
of  it ,  is  compelled  to  retreat  to  Alexandria .  The  fears  of  a  fcarcity 
fubfequently  prove  unfounded .  Indifference  of  the  new  Miniflers  of  the 

Crown  to  retaining  Alexandria .  Formidable  preparations  of  the  Pacha 

of  Egypt  againfl  the  Britijh  forces.  Alexandria  abandoned.  The  public 
in  England  much  mortified  at  the  failure  of  this  Expedition.  Conquefl  of 
Monte  Video  by  Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty.  Proceedings  of  the  Englijh  Ge  neral 
relative  to  the  troops  taken  at  Buenos  Ayres ,  and  rejpe Cling  the  inhabitants 
cf  that  city .  Parties  in  Buenos  Ayres.  Views  of  miniflers  in  finding  a 
force ,  under  Brigadier-General  Craufurd ,  to  South  America.  Injlruc- 
tiens  given  to  that  officer.  On  intelligence  being  received  in  England  of 
the  recapture  of  Buenos  Ayres  by  the  people ,  a  Sloop  of  War  is  dfpntched 
after  General  Craufurd ,  with  orders  that  he  Jhould  join  Sir  Samuel  Auch? 
muty.  The  Sloop  reaches  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  time  for  that  purpofe. 
lieutenant -General  Whitelocke  appointed  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
Army  defined  to  be  employed  in  La  Plata .  Subflance  of  the  orders  given 

to  him.  TranfaClions  of  General  Whitelocke  at  Monte  Video.  Expedition 
&gainft  Buenos  Ayrtts ,  Plan  of  the  attack  on  the  city .  Difaftrous  conje - 
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quences  thereof.  General  Whitelocke  confents  to  withdraw)  frotn  the  Pro¬ 
vince,  and  to  Jurr e?ider  Monte  Video •  Trial  of  General  Whitelocke ,  <wh& 
h  Jentenced  to  be  cajhiered. 


HP  HE  events  that  interrupted 
A  the  harmony  which  had  pre¬ 
vailed  between  the  porte  and  the 
allied  courts  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ruffia,  with  the  progrefs  of  general 
Michelfon  in  the  northern  provinces 
of  the  Turkifh  dominions,  have 
been  related  in  the  laft  volume  of 
the  Annual  Regifter.  In  order  to 
prevent  the  attention  of  the  Ruf¬ 
fians  from  being  occupied  by  a  new 
war,  and  to  enable  them  to  dirett 
the  whole  of  their  forces  againft 
the  common  enemy  in  Poland,  it 
became  highly  expedient  to  endea¬ 
vour  to  bring  back  the  divan  to  its 
former  relations  of  amity  with 
both  the  confederated  powers.  For 
this  purpofe,  the  Britifh  miniftry 
Cent  a  powerful  Beet,  under  the 
command  of  fir  John  Duckworth, 
to  the  Dardanelles,  to  give  weight 
to  the  reprefen  tat  ions  of  his  majef- 
fy*s  amba-ffador,  Mr.  Arbuthnot, 
in  his  intereourfe  with  the  fervants 
©f  the  fultan  ;  and,  by  a  lingular 
coincidence,  about  the  time  that 
the  fleet  arrived  offTenedos,  the 
Englifh  envoy  found  itneceftary  to 
t|uk  Conftantinople,  and  place  him- 
felf  in  feeurity,  by  going  on  board 
the  Endymion  frigate  which  lay 
at  fome  diftaoce  from  the  city,  ow¬ 
ing  to>  the  following  circumftances. 
On  the  25th  of  January,  four  days 
before  his  departure  from  Pera, 
Mr.  Arbuthnot  had  a  conference 
with  the  Turkifh  minifters,  in 
which  he  remonftrated  againft  the 
partiality  that  had  been  fo  evi¬ 
dently  lhown  by  the  porte  to  the 
interefts  of  France,  fmee  the  un¬ 
fortunate  iffue  of  the  Auftrian  cam¬ 


paign  ;  and  particularly,  againft  the 
decided  refpeCt  which  was  latterly 
manifefted  to  Sebaftiani,  whofe  re¬ 
moval  he  required.  The  reis  ef. 
fendi  requefted  to  have  the  fub- 
ftance  of  Mr.  Arbuthnot’s  ftate- 
ments  in  writing,  with  which  de* 
fire  that  gentleman  complied.  Mr. 
Arbuthnot  wilhing  to  tranfmit 
difpatches  to  England  on  the  27th, 
applied  for  a  firman,  or  paftport, 
for  an  officer  of  the  Endymion  t© 
convey  them  by  fea  to  admiral 
Louis  ;  but  the  demand  was  elud¬ 
ed  by  the  Ottoman  government, 
and  the  Britifh  ambaftador  learned 
that  the  porte,  elated  by  intelli¬ 
gence  which  it  had  received  of  a 
great  defeat  fuffered  by  the  Ruf¬ 
fians  on  the  2 2d  of  December,  had 
determined  not  to  attend  to  the 
note  that  he  had  delivered ;  and 
that  the  intention  was,  to  feize  the 
Endymion,  and  thwart  the  defigns 
of  his  majefty's  government,  by 
detaining  him  and  the  Britifh  fac¬ 
tory  as  hoftages.  Mr.  Arbuthnot 
had  the  greater  reafon  to  doubt 
the  continuance  of  his  perfonal 
fafety,  and  of  that  refpeft  which 
was  due  to  his  chara&er  ;  becaufe 
it  had  been  deferibed  as  a  peculiar 
mark  of  condefcenfion,  that  the 
porte  had  not  prevented  the  Ruffian 
legation  from  withdrawing  out  of 
theTurkifh  territories ;  and  becaufe 
the  divan  had  avowed  an  union 
with  France,  by  employing  the 
military  talents  of  general  Sebaf. 
tiani  in  the  fervice  of  the  ftate, 
and  by  diftinguifhing  him,  not-  . 
withftanding  what  had  been  faid  on 
the  fubjeft,  by  new  and  unexpect¬ 
ed 
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"honours.  On  the  29th,  there- 
fore,  the  Englifh  ambaffador  took 
the  moft  judicious  methods  of  af~ 
fernbling  the  members  of  the  factory 
,on  board  the  Endymion,  under  the 
pretext  of  their  being  invited  to 
.dine  there ;  and  when  he  was  cer¬ 
tain  that  they  were  all  fafe,  he 
quitted  Pera  and  repaired  to  the 
frigate  himfelf,  after  leaving  a 
note,  which  was  to  be  delivered 
the  next  day  to  the  reis  effgndi,  af- 
eribing  his  departure  to  precau¬ 
tion.  As  foon  as  the  merchants 
were  informed  of  the  whole  extent 
of  the  danger  which  they  had 
avoided,  part  of  which  had  al¬ 
ready  come  to  their  knowledge, 
they  did  not  fail  to  teffify  grati¬ 
tude  for  their  deliverance.  At 
night,  when  the  departure  of  the 
ihip  was  not  likely  to  be  per¬ 
ceived,  captain  Capel  ordered  the 
cables  of  the  Endymion  to  be  cut, 
and  he  had  the  good  fortune  to 
reach  the  fquadron  of  lir  Thomas 
Louis  unmolefled,  a  circumftance 
probably  owing  to  that  officer  be¬ 
ing  in  fight  of  the  Tarkifh  fleet, 
which,  therefore,  differed  the  fri¬ 
gate  to  pafs,  and  returned  her  fa- 
lute.  Admiral  Louis  the  next 
day  joined  the  naval  force  under 
fir  John  Duckworth,  which  corn- 
prifed  feven  fhips  of  the  line,  in¬ 
dependently  of  feveral  frigates  and 
a  number  of  bomb-ketches,  at  anr 
chor  off  Tenedos.  The  flrfl  mea- 
fure  taken  was  to  afcertain,  whe¬ 
ther  the  paffage  of  the  Englifh 
fleet  through  the  canal  of  the  Dar¬ 
danelles  was  to  be  amtcajde  or  hoffi 
tile  ;  and  Mr,  Arbuthnot  had  an 
interview  with  the  captain  pacha, 
to  learn  what  reception  might  be 
expected.  After  fome  fruitlefs  com¬ 
munication,  both  perfonally  and  by 
letter,  it  was  determined  tp  force 


im 

the  entrance  of  the  Straits.  This 
was  accordingly  effe&ed  on  the 
morning  of  the  19th  of  February; 
and  the  whole  of  the  Englifh 
fquadron  paffed  the  outer  caftles 
without  returning  the  fire  opened 
upon  it  by  the  Turkifli  batteries, 
which,  however,  did  but  little  in¬ 
jury.  This  forbearance  was  oc- 
ca hoped  by  the  defire  of  Mr.  Ar¬ 
buthnot,  who  wifhed  to  preferve 
every  appearance  of  amity,  that 
he  might  negotiate  with  the 
ftrongefl:  proof  of  the  pacific  dif- 
pofltion  of  his  fovereign  towards 
the  porfe.  In  their  progrefs,  be¬ 
tween  the  forts  of  Seftos  and  Aby- 
dos,  the  Eritifh  veffels  fpftained  a 
very  heavy  cannonade  of  flone- 
fhot,  fome  of  which  exceeded 
eight  hundred  weight.  This  hof- 
t ile  demonftration  was  not  permit¬ 
ted  to  go  unpuniffled,  for  it  met 
with  a  very  fpirited  return,  which 
foon  diminifhed  its  effe&s,  and 
the  fternmoft  fhips  purfued  their 
courfe  without  fufFering  much  from 
it.  As  the  Turkifh  fquadron,  com? 
lifting  of  one  flxty-fopr  gun  (hip, 
four  frigates,  and  feveral  corvettes, 
had  been  for  fome  time  at  anchor 
within  the  range  of  the  guns  of  the 
inner  cattle  of  the  Dardanelles, 
fir  Sidney  Smith  had  received 
orders,  in  cafe  of  oppofition,  tp 
attack  it  with  the  Thunderer, 
Standard,  and  Active.  The  Turk¬ 
iih  veffels  having  fired  on  the 
Englifh,  this  officer  performed 
the  duty  afligned  to  him  with 
rapidity  ;  for,  though  the  Turks 
cut  their  cables  to  run  on 
(hore,  the  whole  fqudron  was  de¬ 
ft  royed  except  a  fmall  corvette  and 
a  gun-boat.  The  marines  of  the 
rpar  diviflon  of  the  Britifh  arma¬ 
ment,  alfo  took  pofl’eflion  of  a  bat¬ 
tery  of  more  than  thirty  pieces  of 

artilllery. 
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artillery,  which  had  been  thrown 
up  on  Point  Pefquies,  and  fpiked 

the  guns. 

On  the  evening  of  the  20th 
the  Englifh  fleet  came  to  anchor 
near  the  Prince’s  Ifffinds,  about 
eight  miles  from  Conftantinople. 
.Although  the  wind  was  Hill  fair 
for  farther  operations,  in  order  to 
make  one  other  effort  to  negotiate 
before  the  admiral  proceeded  to 
extremities,  Mr.  Arbuthnot,  the 
next  morning  at  day-break,  fent  a 
flag  of  truce  to  the  porte  with  a 
letter,  in  which  he  explained  to 
the  minifter  of  the  fultan,  that  it 
was  not  until  the  hoftije  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  Turks  was  evident, 
and  Englifh  blood  was  fpilled, 
that  meafures  of  retaliation  had 
been  adopted.  He  again  invited 
the  porte  to  renew  its  connexion 
with  England  and  Ruflia,  and 
renounce  the  friendfliip  of  that 
power,  againfl  which  it  had  fo 
fiiccefsfully  combated  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  Brkifh  forces.  Af¬ 
ter  paying  fome  handfome  compli¬ 
ments  to  Turkifh  gallantry,  the 
ambaflador  defired  to  have  an  an- 
fwer  before  fun-fet  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  day  ;  and  he  reprefented,  that 
if  the  moderate  and  juft  demands 
of  his  Britannic  majefty  were 
granted,  every  inimical  movement 
of  the  fleet  fhould  ceafe ;  but  if 
the  reply  were  not  fatisfaftory,  he 
muft  with  regret  declare,  that  his 
mifiion  was  terminated;  and  that 
the  Englifh  Admiral  would  be 
compelled  to  conform  to  the  or¬ 
ders  which  he  had  received.  This 
letter  was  accompanied  by  another 
from  fir  John  Duckworth,  thefub- 
ftance  of  which  was,  that,  as  he 
muft  aft  in  an  hoftile  manner,  in 
cafe  the  choice  of  the  fultan  fhould 
not  incline  to  the  Britifti  intereft, 
ftill  he  would  fpare  the  capital,  if 


the  porte  would  deliver  up  to  him 
the  fhips  and  veflels  of  war,  with 
means  fufflcient  for  their  equip¬ 
ment  ;  and  he  gave  the  divan  half 
an  hour  to  determine  on  the  quef. 
tion,  after  the  note  was  tranflated. 
The  officer,  who  was  difpatched 
with  thefe  communications,  was 
not  fuffered  to  land ;  but  he  was 
direfted  by  Mr.  Arbuthnot  to 
make  another  effort  to  deliver 
them,  with  a  fecond  letter  from 
himfelf,  containing  a  brief  fum- 
mary  of  the  other  two,  and  a  re¬ 
newal  of  his  demand,  that  the 
porte  fhould  come  to  a  conclufion. 
The  officer  having  fucceeded  in  his 
endeavour,  at  noon  Yfak  Bey,  a 
Turkifh  minifter,  went  on  board 
the  Royal  George,  from  whofe  ex- 
preflions  Mr.  Arbuthnot  thought 
it  impofiible  not  to  believe,  that  in 
the  head  of  the  government  there 
exifted  a  fincere  deflre  for  peace ; 
as  every  circumftance  proved,  that 
between  him  and  the  armed  popu¬ 
lace,  a  great  diftinftion  was  to  be 
made.  Never thelefs,  after  Yfak 
Bey’s  departure,  it  was  afeertained 
that  the  time  granted  for  delibera¬ 
tion  was  employed  in  warping  the 
fhips  of  war  into  places  more 
fufceptible  of  defence,  and  in 
conftrufting  batteries  along  the 
coaft.  This  being  the  pofture  of 
affairs,  Mr.  Arbuthnot,  at  mid¬ 
night,  again  addreffed  the  porte, 
ftating  what  had  been  difeovered  ; 
and  that  as  fuch  was  the  cafe,  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  admiral  to 
confent  to  no  farther  delay  ;  con- 
fequently,  if  thefe  defenflve  ope¬ 
rations  did  not  ceafe,  that  the  fleet 
would  immediately  aft ;  to  pre¬ 
vent  which  circumftance  Mr.  Ar¬ 
buthnot  added,  that  his  imperial 
highnefs  might  briefly  give  his 
word  in  his  own  hand  writing,  to 
renew  his  connexion  with  Great 
,  Britain 
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Britain  and  Rufiia.  Unfortunately 
on  the  2 2d  Mr.  Arbuthnot  was 
taken  ill,  and  was  incapable  of  at¬ 
tending  to  bufinefs  during  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  intercourfe  with 
the  Ottoman  government.  Sir 
John  Duckworth  was,  therefore, 
obliged,  on  the  23d,  to  open  a 
note  in  reply  to  the  pro  jet  that 
had  been  tranfmitted  to  the  divan 
on  the  preceding  day,  as  the  bafis 
on  which  peace  might  be  pre¬ 
fer  ved.  The  Turkilh  minifter  in- 
finuated  in  this  note,  that  the 
Engliih  ambaffador  and  admiral 
wilhed  to  commence  a  negotiation 
in  order  to  gain  time.  Abfurd  as 
this  innuendo  was,  fir  John  Duck¬ 
worth  difclaimed  the  intention  im¬ 
puted  to  them  with  warmth;  and 
he  protefted,  that  when  his  fquad- 
ron  fhould  be  joined  by  the  whole 
of  his  naval  force,  it  lhould  make 
no  difference  in  the  terms  that  he 
had  propofed,  by  which  he  was 
determined  to  abide.  He  declared, 
upon  his  honour,  in  his  own  name 
and  that  of  the  ambaffador,  that 
they  wilhed  for  peace  though  they 
were  prepared  for  war ;  and  he  in¬ 
formed  the  reis  effendi,  that  if  the 
porte  defired  to  fave  the  capital 
from  the  calamities  ready  to  burft 
upon  it,  a  plenipotentiary  would 
be  fent  on  board  his  fhip  very 
early  the  next  morning,  to  con¬ 
clude  the  work  of  peace ;  which 
Mr.  Arbuthnot  would  have  fet 
out  to  complete  on  fhore,  if  he 
had  not  been  confined  by  fevere 
indifpofition  j  and  that,  as  foon  as 
harmony  was  reftored,  the  fultan 
might  rely  on  the  fupport  of  the 
Britifh  forces  for  the  protection  of 
Conftaminople.  On  the  24th  fir 
John  Duckworth  received  a  note, 
intimating,  that  the  porte  was  in¬ 
clined  to  negotiate  immediately, 
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for  the  purpofe  of  entering  into  a 
definitive  arrangement,  and  re¬ 
quiring  the  appointment  of  a  ple¬ 
nipotentiary  to  meet  the  perfoft 
chofen  on  the  part  of  the  fultan* 
The  admiral  determined  to  attend 
to  this  important  bufinefs  himfelf, 
and  propofed,  that  the  conference 
fhould  take  place  either  on  board 
the  Endymion,  which  had  been 
fent  forward  to  a  ftation  within 
four  miles  of  the  city,  on  board 
the  Royal  George,  his  own  vef. 
fel,  or  in  any  one  of  the  Prince”® 
Iflands ;  as  he  obje&ed  to  Kadi- 
kioi,  on  the  Afiatic  coaft,  the  fpot 
mentioned  by  the  reis  effendi,  be- 
caufe  it  was  at  once  too  remote 
from  Conftantinople  and  the  an¬ 
chorage  of  his  own  fhips.  The 
propofition  of  fir  John  Duckworth 
did  not  appear  to  be  agreeable  to 
the  porte;  and  as  it  would  not 
have  been  proper  for  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  to  repair  to  the 
place  of  meeting  named  by  the 
divan,  fir  Thomas  Louis  was  di¬ 
rected  to  hold  himfelf  in  readinefs 
to  attend  the  Ottoman  plenipoten¬ 
tiary.  On  the  25th  fir  John  Duck¬ 
worth  found  it  neceffary  to  ap¬ 
proach  nearer  to  the  city ;  keeping, 
neverthelefs,  without  the  range  of 
cannon-ftiot :  and  he  apprifed  the 
porte,  that  this  movement  was  not 
made  with  the  leaf!  defign  of  com¬ 
mencing  hofiilities,  until  every 
means  of  effeCling  a  reconciliation 
had  been  tried. 

The  Engliih  admiral  continued, 
in  his  difpatches  until  the  28th,  to 
imprefs  on  the  divan  the  urgent 
propriety  of  lofing  no  time  in  pre¬ 
venting  the  ruin  that  hung  over 
the  capital ;  and  to  repeat  menaces 
which,  from  the  unfortunate  ftate 
of  the  weather,  he  had  no  power 
to  carry  into  execution.  The 
8  T  urks, 
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Turks,  who  had  feen  from  Con- 
flantinople  the  conflagration  of  the 
fquadron  which  was  deftroyed  by 
fir  Sidney  Smith,  were  exafperated 
with  fury  agaiinft  the  Britifh,  while 
they  derided  the  threat  of  mea- 
fures  which  they  evidently  per¬ 
ceived  could  not  be  enforced  ;  and 
they  proceeded,  with  the  moft  efu 
thufiaftic  zeal  and  a&ivity,  to  for¬ 
tify  every  part  of  the  city  that 
was  capable  of  defence,  and  to 
eredl  batteries  for  the  annoyance 
of  the  Englifh  fleet.  The  fuitan 
himfelf  repaired  to  the  pofitions 
on  which  the  works  might  moft; 
advantageoufly  be  conftruded,  and 
encouraged  the  labourers,  whocon- 
fifted  of  Turkifh  men,  women,  and 
children,  Armenians,  Greeks,  ule¬ 
mas,  fheiks,  and  dervifes  ;  all  in- 
fpired  with  a  common  ardour  for 
maintaining  the  fafety  and  honotir 
of  their  country  :  even  the  Greek 
patriarch,  and  many  of  his  clergy, 
are  reported  to  have  fet  an  exam¬ 
ple  of  patriotifm,  by  performing 
the  fundicns  of  common  work¬ 
men.  The  principal  officers  of 
fiate,  and  the  grandees,  watched 
and  ftimulated  the  progrefs  of  the 
preparations,  which  were  carried 
on  under  the  fuperin tendance  of 
feveral  French  engineers  and  offi¬ 
cers  of  artillery,  who  had  lately 
arrived  from  Dalmatia  at  the  in- 
ftance  of  the  porte ;  for  though 
the  grand  feignior,  whyn  he  lirft 
declared  war  againft  Ruffia,  had 
refufed  the  offer  of  Buonaparte  to 
fend  an  army  to  cover  the  Darda¬ 
nelles  and  the  Danube,  he  defired 
to  be  aflifted  by  the  military  fci- 
ence  of  the  perfons  in  queftion. 
In  a  few  days,  five  hundred  can¬ 
non  and  one  hundred  mortars  were 
planted  on  the  batteries  before  the 
city,  and  thole  which  lined  both 


the  (bores  of  the?  Straits,  forming 
a  chain  of  forts  of  the  moft  formi¬ 
dable  defcription. 

Independently  of  the  rapidity 
with  which  the  warlike  meafures 
of  the  porte  had  tended  to  com¬ 
pletion,  there  Were  other  circum- 
fiances  which  feemed  to  warrant 
the  opinion  formed  by  fir  John' 
Duckworth,  that  it  would  be 
highly  imprudent  to  wait  any 
longer  for  a  wind  which  would 
enable  him  to  cannonade  the  city* 
In  the  canal,  befides  a  prodigious 
number  of  fmall  craft  completely 
armed,  as  well  as  fire  vefiels,* 
there  were  twelve  Turkifh  line- 
of.battle  fnips,  two  of  which  were 
three-deckers,  and  nine  frigates, 
filled  with  troops,  with  their  fails 
bent,  and  in  apparent  readinefs  for 
adtion.  Two  hundred  thoufand 
men,  who  had  been  collected  to 
march  againft  the  Ruffians,  were 
alfo  faid  to  be  in  Conftantinople.- 
Conceiving  it,  therefore,  to  be  a 
doubtful  point,  if  he  did  not 
fpeedily  remove  the  fleet  from  its 
dangerous  ftation,  whether  a  re¬ 
turn  would  lay  open  to  it  at  all, 
fir  John  Duckworth  weighed  an¬ 
chor  on  the  i  ft  of  March ;  yet,  as 
it  had  been  reported  that  the 
Turkifh  admiral  defigned  to  make 
an  effort  againft 'him,  he  gave  him 
an  opportunity  to  do  fo,  if  fuch 
had  been  his  intention,  by  {land¬ 
ing  on  and  off  during  the  day,  but 
the  Muffulman  fhowed  no  difpofi- 
tion  to  move. 

When  the  fleet  repa fifed  the 
Straits,  it  fuftained  confidera- 
ble  damage  both  in  killed  and 
wounded.  In  addition  to  the 
fmaller  pieces  of  artillery  newly 
mounted,  the  Turks  had  again  re¬ 
coil  rfe  to  their  maffive  projedliles  * 
and  they  cut  the  mainmaft  of  the 

Windfor 
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Windfor  Call  le  more  than  three  parts 
through  by  a  granite  (hot  of  eight 
hundred  weight,  infomuch  that  the 
mart:  was  with  difficulty  preferved  ; 
and  feveral  of  the  other  fhips  alfo 
received  great  injury.  The  whole 
lofs-of  men,  including  that  in  pall¬ 
ing  and  returning  through  the  ca¬ 
nal  of  the  Dardanelles,  and  by 
other  cafuahies,  particularly  in  an 
unfuccefsful  attempt  to  clear  the 
ifland  of  Prota  from  a  body  of 
Turks,  who  had  thrown  up  a  bat¬ 
tery  there*  amounted  to  forty-two 
killed,  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  wounded,  and  four  miffing. 

Much  ridicule  was  thrown  on 
this  expedition  ;  and,  perhaps,  not 
altogether  without  juftice.  No 
blame,  however,  could  attach  to 
the  Britifh  cabinet,  becaufe  it  did 
not  fucceed  in  one  refpeft — the 
bombardment  of  Conftanrinople — 
for  k  was  impoffible  that  either 
they  or  fir  John  Duckworth  could 
fbrefee,  that  the  date  of  the  wea¬ 
ther  would  prevent  all  approach  to 
the  city.  The  fault  feems  to  be, 
that  minifters  placed  themfelves  in 
an  auk  ward  dilemma;  for  if  the 
mere  appearance  of  the  fleet  off 
Conftantinople  did  not  terrify  the 
divan  into  a  compliance  with  the 
demands  that  were  made,  upon 
which  circumftance  the  Britifh  ca¬ 
binet  apparently  relied,  the  only 
confequenee  of  reducing  to  ruins 
the  buildings  expofed  to  the  fire  of 
the  fquadron,  had  it  been  practica¬ 
ble,  would  have  been,  that  of  ex¬ 
citing  a  deadly,  hereditary,  and 
inveterate  hatred  of  the  Englifh 
name,  for  centuries  to  come,  in 
the  Turkifh  dominions  ;  fince  it  is 
not  very  probable  that  the  de- 
itrudfion  of  the  edifices,  which  are 
slmoit  all  of  them  nearly  worth¬ 
ies  within  the  range  of  cannon  or 
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mortars,  would  have  produced  any 
thing  but  exafperation.  The  au¬ 
thors  of  the  projedf  were  re¬ 
proached  for  not  fending  troops- to 
co-operate  with  the  naval  forces. 
It  was  contended,  that  bv  landing 
detachments  in  the  rear  of  the  bat¬ 
teries  near  the  Dardanelles,  anil 
taking  pofTeffion  of  them,  the  paf- 
fage  of  the  fleet  through  the  ca¬ 
nal,  as  well  as  the  continuance  of 
it  before  Con  flan  tin© pie,  till  the 
wind  was  favourable  for  offenfive 
operations,  would  have  been  ren¬ 
dered  fecure ;  but  the  very  eadfe, 
which  might  have  facilitated  the 
capture  of  the  batteries,  muft  have 
highly  endangered  the  fafety  of 
the  men  employed  in  the  fervicej. 
for  if  the  batteries  had  no  fortifi¬ 
cations  in  the  rear  of  them,  the 
troops  could  not  have  defended 
themfelves  for  any  confiderable 
period  againfl  the  Turks,  who 
would,  doubtlcfs,  have  a-fTaihed 
them.  As  to  reducing  the  caff  lea 
in  the  outer  and  inner  harbours  of 
the  Dardanelles,  the  attempt  might 
have  been  a  work  of  time;  and  it 
is  by  no  means  certain,  that  they 
could  have  been  maintained  againff 
the  military  refources  of  the  conn*, 
try. 

The  precife  in  ft  ructions  to  the 
Britifh  admiral  have  never  been, 
divulged  ;  yet  he  Hated  in  his  let¬ 
ter  to  the  porte,  when  he  de¬ 
manded  the  Turkifh  fleet,  that  his 
duty  was  clearly  pointed  out.  By 
offering  to  fpare  the  capital,  how¬ 
ever,  if  the  fhips  were  furrende^ed, 
though  he  by  no  means  pledged 
himfelf  at  the  fame  time  to  refill® 
from  hoftiiities  in  other  quarters  of 
the  empire,  he  apparently  (fepri  '/ed 
the  armament  of  a  part  of  that  ter¬ 
rific  importance  which  it  was  fup- 
poled  that  mimilqrs  intended  to  at- 
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tach  to  it.  With  the  exception  of 
granting  the  divan  this  alterna¬ 
tive,  upon  the  propriety  of  which 
a  doubt  may  exift,  whatever 
opinion  may  be  formed  concerning 
the  original  defign  of  the  expedi¬ 
tion,  the  perfons,  whofe  duty  it 
Was  to  mmage  the  arrangements 
of  it,  were  free  from  any  culpabi¬ 
lity.  While  the  health  of  Mr. 
Arbuthnot  fuffered  him  to  take  a 
part  in  the  affair,  his  conduCt, 
though  conciliatory,  was  able  and 
decifive  j  and  if  the  empty  me¬ 
naces  of  fir  John  Duckworth  may 
be  thought  rather  ludicrous,  yet 
let  it  be  recollected,  that  in  this 
refpeCt  he  certainly  aCted  accord¬ 
ing  to  orders,  which  he  hoped  a 
change  of  wind  would  momenta¬ 
rily  enable  him  to  execute.  Hh 
did  every  thing  that  could  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  him ;  and  as  he  had 
no  opportunity  to  exert  himfelf, 
he  cannot  jttftly  be  cenfured.  It 
is  upon  the  whole  to  be  lamented, 
that  the  expedition  afforded  a  pre¬ 
text  to  the  divan,  which  was  pre- 
vioufly  wanting,  of  cultivating  a 
clofer  connexion  with  France. 

The  porte  was  not  content  with 
having  avoided  the  danger  which 
it  had  had  fo  much  reafon  to  fear. 
The  works  upon  both  fhores  of  the 
Dardanelles  were  continued  with 
unwearied  activity,  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  French  engineers, 
in  order  to  preferve  the  capital 
from  future  infult  ;  and,  in  a  very 
fhort  period,  the  Straits  were  for¬ 
tified  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  defy 
any  attempt  to  pafs  them  ;  but 
they  were  foon  afterwards  block¬ 
aded  by  the  Ruffian  admiral  Sinia- 
yin,  who  commanded  a  fquadron 
of  ten  fail  of  the  line  and  a  num¬ 
ber  of  frigates.  This  officer,  be¬ 
sides  taking  poffefRon  of  the  i hands 


of  Lorn  nos  and  Tenedds,  gave  great 
inconvenience  to  Coriftantinople, 
by  preventing  the  fupplies  from 
reaching  it  which  Were  neceffary 
foi*  the  food  and  comfort  of  the 
inhabitants,  fo  that  they  Were  for 
fome  time  reduced  to  confiderable 
diflrefs. 

Connected  with  the  expedition* 
to  the  Dardanelles  Was  that  to 
Alexandria,  which  appears  to  have 
been  undertaken  with  rather  tocf 
much  eagerneft,  as  general  Fox 
was  directed  not  to  order  the 
troops  to  embark,  till  he  received 
notice  of  the  aCtual  commencement 
of  hoftilities  with  the  porte.  From 
fome  unexplained  caufe,  neverthe- 
lefs,  on  the  6th  of  March  a  body 
of  troops,  compofed  of  nearly  five 
thoufand  men,  and  commanded  by 
major-general  Frafer,  quitted  Mef- 
na  on  board  thirty-three  tranfports, 
under  the  convoy  of  the  Apollo  and 
Tigre  frigates.  On  the  night  of 
the  7  th  the  Apollo  and  nineteen 
tranfports  parted  company ;  the 
other  fourteen,  with  the  Tigre, 
came  to  anchor  to  the  weftward  of 
Alexandria  on  the  19th.  As  ge¬ 
neral  Frafer  had  been  ordered  to 
confult  with  major  Millet,  who 
aCted  as  refident  in  the  city,  on 
the  belt  plan  of  operations  for  ef¬ 
fecting  the  purpofes  of  the  expedi¬ 
tion,-  the  Wizard  floop  had  been 
previoufly  fent  forward  to  ob¬ 
tain  intelligence  from  that  officer. 
When  the  Tigre  got  near  the  land, 
captain  Palmer  came  off  with  a 
letter  from  the  major,  ftating,  that 
he  had  not  left  the  place  himfelf, 
becaufe  he  thought  his  prefence  in 
Alexandria  abfolutely  neceffary  to 
counteract  the  intrigues  of  the 
French  confu],  who  was  endea¬ 
vouring  to  prevail  on  the  gover¬ 
nor  to  admit  a  body  of  Albanians 

from 
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from  Rofetta,  to  aflift  in  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  town,  and  that  he 
earned  ly  recommended  general 
Frafer  to  land  the  troops  imme¬ 
diately,.  as  the  inhabitants  were 
well  affetted.  to  the  Britifh,  and 
he  had  fanguine  hopes,  that  they 
would  be  able  to  get  poffeflion  of 
the  place  without  firing  a  (hot. 

Before  general  Frafer  determined 
on  this  meafure,  he  deemed  it  pru¬ 
dent  to  acquaint  major  Miffet  with 
the  very  diminifhed  date  of  his 
force,  and  he  fent  his  aid-de-camp 
with  a  dag  of  truce  to  him  for  that 
purpofe,  who  alfo  conveyed  a  fum- 
mons  to  the  governor  of  Alexan¬ 
dria,  demanding  poffeflion  of  the 
fortreffes,  and  promifing  protec¬ 
tion  to  the  perfons  and  private 
property  of  every  individual.  This 
manifedo  was  treated  with  con¬ 
tempt,  the  governor  proteding, 
that  he  would  defend  the  city  to 
the  lad  extremity ;  but  major  Mif- 
fet  drongly  urged  an  immediate 
difembarkation,  as  the  only  means 
of  preventing  the  garrifon  from 
being  reinforced  by  the  Albanians, 
who  had  a&ually  been  fent  for, 

-  and  might  be  expe&ed  to  arrive  in 
the  courfe  of  twenty-four  hours ; 
and  he  dill  repeated,  that  no  op- 
pofition  would  be  made  to  the 
Englifh  troops.  Induced  by  thefe 
confederations,  the  general  de¬ 
barked  on  the  evening  of  the  17th, 
a  few  miles  to  the  ead  of  Mara¬ 
bout,  without  oppofition,  as  many 
troops  as  the  fmall  number  of  boats 
could  carry ;  but  he  could  only 
take  up  a  pofition  for  the  night,  as 
before  the  next  landing  could  be 
effe&ed,  fo  great  a  furf  had  arifen 
on  the  beach,  as  totally  to  prevent 
the  fecond  divifion  from  reaching 
the  fhore.  The  next  morning, 
however,  with  infinite  difficulty  and 
Vol.  XLIX.  or  Vol,  VII,  Ns 


rifk,  the  men  were  difembarked  5 
yet  general  Frafer,  being  now  ap- 
prehenfive,  from  the  increafed 
height  of  the  furf  and  the  ap- 
pea  ranee  of  the  weather,  that  he 
ihould  not  be  able  to  get  either 
provifions  and  ftores  on  fhore,  or 
preferve  a  communication  with  the 
tranfports,  he  determined,  at  all 
hazards,  to  force  his  way  to  the 
wedern  fide  of  the  city,  where  he 
could  receive  fupplies  from  Abou- 
kir  bay ;  and,  at  the  fame  time* 
to  attempt,  in  pafling,  to  get  into 
the  town  with  the  fmall  force  he 
had,  and  pufh  his  way,  if  poflible, 
into  the  forts  that  commanded  it ; 
an  enterprife  that  he  had  reafon  to 
believe,  from  major  Miffet  and 
others,  would  not  be  very  difR- 
cult  to  accomplifh.  He,  there¬ 
fore,  moved  forward  about  eight 
o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the 
iSth,  and,  in  his  march,  carried  a 
palifaded  intrenchment,  with  ft 
deep  ditch  in  front  of  it,  ftretch- 
ing  from  Fort  des  Bain?  to  lake 
Mareotis,  and  ftrengthened  by 
three  batteries,  mounting  eight 
guns,  excludve  of  Fort  des  Bain* 
on  its  right  flank,  mounting  thir¬ 
teen  guns.  This  movement  was 
effe&ed  with  very  little  lofs, 
though  under  a  heavy  fire  of  can¬ 
non  and  mufketry  ;  and  the  Britifh 
proceeded  within  a  few  yards  of 
Pompey's  gate,  where  they  found 
the  garrifon  ^prepared  to  receive 
them,  the  gate  fecured,  and 
the  walls  lined  with  troops  and 
armed  inhabitants.  This  circum- 
ftance,  added  to  the  fmallnefs  of 
his  force,  which  did  not  exceed  a 
thoufand  men,  led  the  general  to 
think  that  the  hazard  of  an  attack 
would  be  to6  great,  and  he  re- 
folved  to  inarch  to  the  weft  ward* 
according  to  his  original  intention, 
r  Series*  [M]  where 
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where  he  arrived  on  the  morning  of 
the  19th,  taking  up  his  pofition  on 
the  ground  occupied  by  the  Britifli 
troops  on  the  21ft  of  April,  1801. 
He  immediately  fent  detachments 
to  take  poffeliion  of  Aboukir  caftle, 
with  the  cut  between  the  Lakes 
Maadie  and  Mareotis,  by  which 
route  the  reinforcement  of  Alba¬ 
nians  was  expe&ed  to  enfer  Alex¬ 
andria. 

The  next  dav,  he  tranfmitted  to 
the  town,  by  a  friendly  Arab  who 
had  Helen  out  of  it  and  joined  him, 
a  manifefto  addrefled  to  the  inha¬ 
bitants,  warning  them  of  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  implicating  friends  and  foes, 
in  the  event  of  his  taking  the 
place  by  aflault,  and  urging  them 
to  force  the  governor  to  capitulate,. 
This  meafure  had  the  defired  efieft; 
a  flag  of  truce  was  fent  out,  and 
the  city  was  furrendered  on  the 
following  terms.  All  private  pro¬ 
perty,  whether  on  land  or  embark¬ 
ed,  the  religion  of  the  inhabitants, 
their  laws,  their  mofques,  and 
houfes,  were  to  be  relpefted.  The 
commandants  of  the  city  and  of  the 
marine,  the  troops,  and  crews  of 
the  veflels  appertaining  to  the 
Hate,  as  well  as  all  the  official  re¬ 
tinue  of  the  government,  with  the 
arms  and  baggage  of  the  indivi¬ 
duals,  were  to  be  fent  to  a  port  in 
Turkey  ;  but  they  were  to  con- 
fider  themfelves  as  prifoners  of 
war,  and  not  to  in  a  hoftile 
•manner  againft  the  Britifli  forces, 
•or  their  allies,  until  exchanged. 
The  veiTels  belonging  to  govern¬ 
ment,  and  all  public  property,  were 
to  be  given  up,  and  commiffaries 
appointed  on  both  fides  to  make 
an  inventory  of  them.  Thefe 
were  the  principal  articles  of  the 
capitulation.  The  whole  number 
of  the  Turkifii  garrifon  in  Alex¬ 


andria,  previoufly  to  its  furrender, 
amounted  to  four  hundred  and 
fixty-feven  men  ;  but  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty  of  them  made  their 
efcape,  during  the  time  that  the 
terms  for  fnrrendering  the  place 
were  under  difeuffion.  The  cap¬ 
ture  of  Alexandria  coft  the  Britifli 
one  officer,  and  fix  rank  and  file, 
killed ;  and  one  officer,  one  fer- 
jeant,  and  eight  rank  and  file 
wounded.  The  Apollo,  with  the 
other  nineteen  tranfports,  came  to 
anchor  in  Aboukir  bay  on  the 
morning  of  the  20th,  and  the 
fquadron  under  fir  John  Duckworth 
arrived  on  the  2  2d  of  the  fame 
month. 

Major  Mifiet,  the  Englifli  refi- 
dent,  having  reprefented  in  ftrorig 
terms,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Alexandria  ran  the  chance  of  being 
ftarved,  unlefs  the  troops  occupied 
Rofetta  and  Rahmanie,  general 
Frafer,  with  the  concurrence  of  fir 
John  Duckworth,  detached  the  31ft 
regiment  and  the  Chaffeurs  Britan- 
niques,  under  major-general  Wauc- 
hope  and  brigadier -general  Meade, 
to  take  pofleffion  of  thofe  places. 
The  forces  advanced  without  lofs 
to  the  heights  of  Abourmandour, 
which  command  Rofetta,  where 
they  might  have  maintained  them¬ 
felves  ;  but  unfortunately  general 
Wauchope,  (Emulated  by  incon- 
fiderate  ardour,  was  tempted  t® 
march  into  the  town  at  once, 
without  previoufly  reconnoitring 
it,  probably  under  the  idea  of 
flriking  terror  into  the  people  by 
the  boldnefs  of  his  defign.  No 
fooner  had  the  troops  entered  the 
flreets,  than  they  were  feverely 
galled  by  muiketry  from  the  win¬ 
dows  and  tops  of  houfes,  without 
ever  feeing  their  enemy..  So  de- 
flrudiYe  was  the  fire,  that  one  hun¬ 
dred 
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dred  and  eighty  five  men,  includ¬ 
ing  the  general  himfelf  and  three 
officers,  were  killed ;  and  two 
hundred  and  fixty  two  were  wound¬ 
ed,  amongft  the  latter  were  briga¬ 
dier-general  Meade  and  feventeen 
officers.  Though  the  forces  be¬ 
haved  very  gallantly  in  thefe  dif- 
advantageous  circumftances,  it  was 
deemed  right  that  they  fnould  re¬ 
tire  to  Aboukir  ;  and  they  effefl- 
ed  their  retreat  in  good  order,  and 
without  moleftation,  to  the  bay  ; 
from  whence  they  were  dire&ed  to 
return  to  Alexandria.  In  confe- 
quence  of  the  renewed  inftances  of 
major  Mifiet,  corroborated  by  the 
perfonal  application  of  the  forbagi, 
or  chief  magiftrate  of  the  city,  in 
the  name  of  the  people  at  large, 
that  a  famine  would  be  the  certain 
and  immediate  confequence  of  the 
Britifh  remaining  at  Alexandria 
without  the  poffeffion  of  Rofetta, 
brigadier  general  Stewart  and  colo¬ 
nel  Ofwald,  with  a  corps  number¬ 
ing  about  two  thoufand  five  hun¬ 
dred  men,  were  fent  to  effedl  that 
fervice.  From  the  great  extent  of 
the  town,  it  was  found  impoffible 
to  inveft  more  than  one  half  of  it ; 
and,  on  the  7th  of  April,  a  line 
was  accordingly  taken  from  the 
Nile  to  the  Alexandrian  gate.  On 
the  8th  a  fummons  was  fent  to  the 
civil  and  military  governors,  and 
favourable  terms  were  offered  to 
thefe  officers,  but  in  vain.  An 
addrefs  was  alfo  publifhed  to  the 
inhabitants,  who  requefted  the 
Englifh  general  to  wait  till  they 
received  inftru&ions  from  Cairo, 
and  they  propofed  a  temporary 
fufpenfion  of  hoftilities.  It  not 
being  expedient  to  accede  to  their 
defire  in  this  refpeft,  the  town  was 
battered  until  the  12th,  when  the 
the  fummons  was  repeated  to  the 
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Albanian  chiefs,  but  they  fired  at 
the  flag  of  truce,  and  appeared  de¬ 
termined  to  refill.  Brigadier  ge¬ 
neral  Stewart  had  been  encouraged 
to  place  reliance  on  the  affiftance  of 
the  Mameluke  Beys.  The  ex¬ 
pectation  of  being  joined  by  them 
induced  him  to  perfevere  in  his  at¬ 
tack  on  the  city;  and  he  continued 
to  make  every  exertion,  by  fuch 
artillery  as  could  be  brought 
againft  it,  to  reduce  the  enemy  to 
furrender,  till  the  night  of  the 
20th,  but  without  effect ;  when 
he  determined  to  retreat  in  the 
courfe  of  twenty-four  hours,  unlefs 
the  Mamelukes  fhould  arrive  on 
the  next  day.  About  feven 
o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
2 1  ft,  he  received  intelligence  frpm 
major  Macleod,  who  commanded 
the  advanced  guard,  that  between 
fixty  and  feventy  large  veffels,  and 
a  brig,  were  proceeding  down  the 
Nile,  and  that  they  undoubtedly 
contained  a  reinforcement  of  confi- 
derable  magnitude  to  the  enemy. 
General  Stewart  immediately  fent 
orders  to  major  Macleod,  to  fall 
back  upon  the  main  army ;  but 
the  dragoon  who  carried  them, 
could  not  penetrate  to  the  poft. 
Every  preparation  was  now  made 
for  a  retreat,  as  well  as  many  en¬ 
ergetic  attempts  to  form  a  jun&ion 
with  the  advanced  guard.  This 
defirable  object  unfortunately  could 
not  be  attained,  and  the  whole 
detachment  became  prifoners  of 
war.  General  Stewart  retired,  con- 
ftantly  engaged  with  the  hoftile 
forces,  in  good  order  to  Edko, 
which  he  reached  by  fun-fet ;  and 
at  this  place  the  purfuit  ceafed* 
On  the  25  th  he  regained  the 
eaftern  heights  of  Alexandria,  with 
the  remains  of  his  army,  having 
loft  in  killed,  wounded^  and  mif- 
[M  2]  fing. 
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fing,  nearly  nine  hundred  men. 
There  was  fomething  myfterious  in 
the  repeated  declarations  of  the 
perfons  in  authority  at  Alexandria, 
refpccting  their  apprehenfions  of  a 
famine.  It  is  evident  that  major 
Millet  was  deceived  by  their  date- 
ments  5  but  though  he  might  have 
been  impofed  upon,  it  can  hardly 
be  imagined  that  the  forbagi 
could  really  have  entertained  the 
fears  which  he  affected  to  feel.  The 
event  proved,  that,  fo  far  from  any 
want  of  provilions  arifmg  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  failure  of  taking 
Rofetta,  Alexandria  continued  to 
be  fupplied  with  the  utmoft  abun¬ 
dance  of  them,  during  the  whole 
time  that  the  Britifii  forces  remain¬ 
ed  there.  Indeed,  the  plenty  was 
very  great,  for  it  is  known,  that, 
after  referving  rice  enough  for  one 
whole  year’s  confumption,  and 
wheat  {efficient  for  fix  months* 
ufe  of  the  inhabitants,  as  well  as 
ample  fuftenance  for  the  army 
during  the  period  of  half  a  year, 
great  quantities  of  rice  and  corn 
were  permitted  to  be  exported  to 
the  Greek  iflands,  in  the  months 
of  June,  July,  and  Auguft.  The 
two  attacks,  therefore,  on  Rofetta, 
befides  being  difaftrous,  were  un- 
necelfary ;  and  were  mod  probably 
fuggefted  by  the  forbagi  with  an 
evil  defign. 

According  to  the  declaration  of 
a  member  of  the  cabinet,  which 
proje&ed  the  expedition  to  Alex¬ 
andria,  the  object  of  it  was  to  take 
pofleffion  of  the  capital  city,  not  to 
conquer  Egypt ;  but  to  retain  a 
capital,  it  is  necelfary  to  overawe 
in  fome  degree  the  country  to 
which  it  belongs.  The  troops 
fent  againil  Alexandria  were  clear¬ 
ly  infufficient  for  any  ufeful  pur- 
gofe.  A  fmall  force  may  doubilefs 


fucceed  in  fuch  an  enterprife  by  a 
coup  de  main  ;  yet  it  is  very  un¬ 
likely  that  it  will  be  able  to  render 
the  capture  liable  ;  and  what  has 
been  rapidly  won,  by  the  prompti¬ 
tude  and  valour  of  a  handful  of 
men,  will,  moll  often,  be  as  ra¬ 
pidly  loll.  Whether  the  authors 
of  the  procedure  would  have  re¬ 
paired  the  effetts  of  their  error,  by 
fending  a  reinforcement  to  Abou- 
kir,  is  open  to  conje&ure  ;  but  the 
new  fervants  of  the  crown  difap- 
proved  of  the  expedition  altoge¬ 
ther,  and  the  bufinefs  was  differed 
to  languifh.  No  fuccours  were 
therefore  fent  to  general  Frafer, 
who  from  this  circumflance  alone 
afeertained  the  opinion  of  hi£  ma- 
jedy’s  minillers,  if  indeed  it  were 
not  more  clearly  intimated  to  him, 
with  refpeft  to  remaining  at  his 
pod.  Hence,  when  the  governor 
of  Egypt,  about  the  beginning  of 
Augud,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
his  cavalry  and  the  flower  of  his 
infantry,  to  aflfail  the  Britifh,  and 
marched  towards  Alexandria,  his 
preparations  and  refources  appeared 
fo  formidable,  that  general  Frafer 
thought  himfelf  juftified  in  offering 
to  evacuate  the  fortreffes  in  his 
pofleffion,  provided  that  the  pacha 
reftored  the  prifoners  who  had  fallen 
into  his  hands,  in  confequence 
of  the  engagements  which  took 
place  at  Rofetta  j  and  the  general 
promifed  at  the  fame  time  to  pro¬ 
cure  the  return  of  three  armed 
x  fliips,  that  had  been  taken  and 
fent  to  England.  This  propofal 
was  edeemed  reafonable  by  the 
governor,  an  agreement  was  al- 
mod  immediately  ratified  according 
to  the  terms  of  it,  and,  on  the 
2 2d  day  of  September,  the  Turks 
entered  the  city.  The  Englilh 
troops,  haying  quitted  Egypt, 

Ian  ded 
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landed  at  Syracufe,  and  thus  ren¬ 
dered  a  part  of  the  force  in  the 
ifiand  of  Sicily  difpofable,  which 
was  afterwards  fent  to  Gibraltar, 
with  the  intention  that  it  might 
be  employed  in  contributing  to 
protect  the  retreat  of  the  royal 
family  of  Portugal  from  Lifbon, 
in  cafe  its  co-operation  ihould  be 
neceflary. 

The  Britifh  public  were  fenfibly 
mortified,  when  the  refult  of  this 
expedition  was  known.  They  felt 
that  the  honour  of  the  national 
arms  was  tarnilhed  •  and  what  ag¬ 
gravated  the  misfortune  in  their 
opinion  was,  that  the  lull  re  of  their 
military  character  was  fullied  on  the 
fcene  of  its  former  glory.  In  juf- 
tice  to  general  Frafer,  however, 
it  muft  be  obferved,  that  no  prac¬ 
tical  benefit  was  likely  to  arife 
from  any  oppofition,  which  he 
could  make  to  the  pacha  ;  and  it 
is  certain  that  he  would  have  been 
ufelefsly  locked  up  in  the  fortrefles 
of  Alexandria,  if  he  had  determin¬ 
ed  to  try  the  iffue  of  refiftance.  As 
to  the  original  policy  of  the  mea- 
fure  of  landing  on  the  fhores  of 
Egypt,  if  it  were  wife  to  under¬ 
take  it,  a  larger  force  ought  un- 
queftionably  to  have  been  fent ;  for 
if,  as  it  was  furmifed,  the  French 
had  entertained  any  views  on  the 
country,  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed 
that  a  body  of  five  thoufand  men 
could  have  effectually  counteracted 
their  defigns  ;  although  it  muft 
alfo  be  admitted,  that  the  Britifh 
troops  could  have  eafily  obtained 
an  addition  to  their  numbers,  from 
Sicily  or  Malta,  had  there  been  oc- 
cafion. 

It  has  been  mentioned  in  the 
hiftory  of  the  year  1806,  that  a  re¬ 
inforcement  to  the  troops,  who 
were  then  fuppofed  to  be  in  poflef- 
fion  of  Buenos  Ayres,  was  fent  out 
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in  the  month  of  OCfober,  under  the 
command  of  fir  Samuel  Auchmuty* 
The  tranfports  that  carried  them 
failed  fo  badly,  and  were  fo  long 
on  the  paffage,  that  the  forces  were 
obliged  to  put  into  Rio  Janeiro  for 
water.  At  this  Place  fir  Samuel 
Auchmuty  was  informed  of  the 
recapture  of  Buenos  Ayres,  but  that 
Maldonado  was  occupied  by  the 
Britifh.  Upon  his  arrival  at  the 
latter  poft  in  January,  he  found 
the  troops  deftitute  of  artillery  and 
any  kind  of  ftores,  with  provifion 
fuftkient  for  a  few  days  only,  and 
without  the  profpeft  of  procuring 
more,  unlefs  he  detached  a  large 
corps  many  miles  up  the  country, 
expofed  to  the  infults  of  a  body  of 
four  hundred  horfe,  that  hovered 
round  him  to  intercept  fupplies  ; 
his  own  cavalry,  which  were 
about  three  hundred,  being  une¬ 
qual  to  purfue  them,  as  the  horfes 
of  the  colony,  on  which  they 
were  mounted*  were  not  ftrong 
enough  to  bear  the  equipments. 
Maldonado  being  an  open  town, 
and  not  tenable  but  by  great  nu¬ 
merical  ftrength,  the  general,  with 
the  confent  of  admiral  Stirling, 
abandoned  it,  leaving  a  fmall  gar- 
rifon  on  the  ifiand  of  Gorreti ;  and 
determined  to  attack  Monte  Video, 
an  enterprife  to  which  he  conceived 
his  refources  equal.  On  the  13th 
he  landed  in  a  fmall  bay  about 
nine  miles  from  the  town  ;  and  al¬ 
though  the  enemy  were  in  great 
force  on  the  heights,  they  did  not 
advance,  fo  that  a  ftrong  pofition 
was  taken  nearly  a  mile  from  the 
fhore.  On  the  19th  fir  Samuel 
moved  towards  Monte  Video, 
under  a  heavy  fire  of  round  and 
grape  fhot ;  and  in  the  evening  ef- 
tablifhed  advanced  parties  clofe 
to  the  fuburbs,  which  were  after¬ 
wards  evacuated  by  the  Spaniards. 
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The  next  day,  fix  thoufand  of  the 
enemy  came  out  of  the  town  in  two 
columns,  with  a  number  of  guns,  but 
were  defeated  after  a  fpirited  a&ion, 
in  which  they  loft  fifteen  hundred 
men*  Many  of  the  armed  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  country,  ferviilg  as  ca¬ 
valry,  now  difperfed  in  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  villages,  and  permitted  the 
Britifh  troops  quietly  to  fit  down 
before  the  city.  There  were  not 
fufficient  intrenching  tools  to  make 
regular  approaches ;  and  after  a  few 
days  firing,  the  powder  in  the 
whole  fleet  was  reduced  to  five 
hundred  barrels,  about  four  days’ 
confumption.  It  was  therefore  re- 
folved  to  take  the  place  by  affault, 
and  a  breach  being  reported  prac¬ 
ticable  on  the  2d  of  February,  or¬ 
ders  were  iffued  to  ftorm  it  an 
hour  before  day-break  the  next 
morning.  At  the  appointed  time, 
the  forces  marched  and  approached 
the  breach  without  being  difcover- 
ed,  when  a  very  deftrudive  dis¬ 
charge  of  cannon  and  mufquetry 
was  opened  on  them.  The  lofs 
however  would  have  been  compa¬ 
ratively  trifling,  if  the  breach  had 
remained  open  ;  but  during  the 
night,  and  under  a  heavy  fire,  the 
enemy  had  barricadoed  it  with 
hides,  fo  as  to  render  it  almoft  im- 
poffible  to  penetrate  it.  It  being 
Hill  extremely  dark  when  the  at¬ 
tack  was  made,  the  head  of  the  co¬ 
lumn  at  firft  miffed  the  breach ; 
and  when  they  came  up  to  it,  it 
was  foeffedually  clofed,  that  it  was 
raiftaken  for  the  untouched  wall. 
In  this  fituation,  the  foldiers  re¬ 
mained  under  a  tremendous  fire  for 
a  quarter  of  an  hour.  At  length, 
the  breach  was  difcerned  by  cap¬ 
tain  Renny  of  the  40th  light  in¬ 
fantry,  who  pointed  it  out,  and 
glorioufly  fell  in  mounting  it.  The 


men  inftantly  rufhed  to  the  fpot,  and 
difficult  as  it  was  of  accefs,  forced 
their  way  through  it  into  the 
town.  At  the  heads  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  ftreets,  the  enemy  had  placed 
cannon,  which  for  a  fhort  time  did 
great  execution  ;  but  the  troops 
advanced  in  all  directions,  cleared 
a  paffage  with  their  bayonets,  and 
overturned  the  guns.  The  40th 
regiment  with  colonel  Browne  fol¬ 
lowed.  They  alfo  had  miffed  the 
breach,  and  twice  paffed  through 
the  fire  of  the  batteries,  before 
they  found  it.  The  87th  regi¬ 
ment  was  poiled  near  the  north 
gate,  which  the  men  who  entered 
at  the  breach  were  to  open  for  it, 
but  the  ardour  of  the  foldiers  im¬ 
pelled  them  to  fcale  the  walls,  and 
they  got  into  the  town  in  that 
way.  By  day  light  every  thing 
was  in  poffeffion  of  the  affailants, 
except  the  citadel ;  which  made  a 
fhow  of  refiftance,  but  foon  fur- 
rendered.  The  Britifh  fuffered 
confide rably  in  this  gallant  achieve¬ 
ment.  Their  fuccefs  was  obtained 
at  the  expenfe  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  four  rank  and  file,  feveral 
ferjeants  and  drummers,  and  eight 
officers,  killed  ;  and  three  hundred 
and  thirty  five  rank  and  file,  twen¬ 
ty  ferjeants,  fix  drummers,  and 
twenty  eight  officers,  wounded. 
The  lofs  of  the  Spaniards  was  more 
fevere.  Eight  hundred  were  killed, 
five  hundred  wounded,  and  two 
thoufand  men,  with  the  governor 
of  the  town,  were  made  prifoners. 
Fifteen  hundred  men  efcaped  in 
boats,  or  fecreted  themfelves  in  the 
city.  The  utmoft  cordiality  pre¬ 
vailed  between  the  general  and  ad¬ 
miral  during  this  undertaking.  The 
latter  detached  eight  hundred  ma¬ 
rines  to  affift  the  land  forces ;  and 
took  every  means  in  his  power  to 
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promote  the  general  fervlce.  He 
alfo  captured  fifty  feven  veffels  of 
of  from  ioo  to  650  tons  burthen, 
befides  fifteen  Hoop-rigged  gun¬ 
boats,  and  fix  row-boats  with 
guns,  in  the  harbour.  The  vigour 
and  refolution,  with  which  Monte 
Video  was  defended,  proved  the 
error  of  the  perfuafion,  that  any 
port  belonging  to  the  Spaniards  in 
South  America  would  be  an  eafy 
conqueft. 

The  town  of  Monte  Video  was 
ftrong,  and  amply  fupplied  with 
artillery  and  ammunition ;  but  it 
was  not  eafy  to  find  provifion  for 
the  troops,  unlefs  the  country  re¬ 
mained  open.  Unhappily  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  it  were  decidedly  hof- 
tile.  Previoufly  to  the  funender 
of  the  city,  fir  Samuel  Auchmuty 
could  place  no  confidence  in  any 
information  that  he  received ;  and 
after  its  fall,  a  fulleu  filence  per¬ 
vaded  every  rank.  The  marquis 
of  Sombremonte,  viceroy  of  the 
province,  had  fled  from  Buenos 
Ayres,  when  it  fell  under  the  power 
of  general  Beresford.  On  the  re¬ 
capture  of  it,  fenor  Liniers,  who 
commanded  the  troops  at  that  time, 
was  appointed  governor  of  the 
city  ;  and  admittance  /was  refufed 
to  the  viceroy,  who  thereupon  took 
up  his  refidence  at  Monte  Video. 
Before  the  Englifti  inverted  the 
latter  place  clofely,  he  had  left  it 
with  a  fmall  corps,  but  he  con¬ 
tinued  in  its  vicinity  fometime 
after  it  was  reduced.  Sir  Samuel 
Auchmuty  confequently  wrote  to 
him,  demanding  that  the  Englifli 
prifoners  taken  at  Buenos  Ayres 
lhould  be  delivered  up,  agreeably 
to  the  capitulation  formerly  con¬ 
cluded,  and  declaring  that  all  the 
prifoners  who  had  recently  fallen 
into  his  hands,  lhould  be  fent  to 
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England,  unlefs  the  requifitios 
were  complied  with.  The  vice¬ 
roy,  in  reply,  acquainted  fir  Sa¬ 
muel,  that  he  muft  wait  for  the 
orders  of  his  fovereigo,  before  he 
could  take  any  rteps  relative  to  his 
prifoners.  Upon  communicating 
this  anfwer  to  the  late  governor  of 
Monte  Video,  and  thecity  council, 
the  Englifli  general  was  requerted 
to  addrefs  himfelf  to  the  council  at 
Buenos  Ayres  ;  and  informed  that 
they  only  could  accede  to  his  de¬ 
mand,  as  the  viceroy  had  no  au¬ 
thority  whatever,  and  the  province' 
was  entirely  under  their  orders.  Sit 
Samuel  now  determined  to  fend  to 
Buenos  Ayres  to  infift  on  the  li¬ 
beration  of  the  prifoners,  and  at 
the  fame  time  to  offer  terms  to  the 
inhabitants,  if  they  would  furren- 
der ;  but  before  he  did  fo,  he  waited 
till  a  force  which  he  had  directed 
to  advance  into  the  interior  of  the.- 
dirtrift,  with  the  intention  of  oaufi* 
ing  the  viceroy  to  fall  farther  back, 
cf  opening  the  country,  and  of  try¬ 
ing  how  far  it  would  be  convenient 
to  proceed  by  land  to  Colonia,  had 
begun  its  march.  The  marquis  of 
Sombremonte  retreated,  on  receiv¬ 
ing  intimation  of  the  approach  of 
this  detachment,  and,  falling  in 
with  a  corps  fent  from  Buenos 
Ayres  to  apprehend  his  perfon, 
was  conveyed  a  prifoner  to  that 
city. 

The  feizure  of  the  viceroy  by 
the  inhabitants  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
firrt  gave  fir  Samuel  Auchmuty  an 
infight  into  the  views  of  many  of 
the  leading  men  of  the  province  5 
and  convinced  him,  that  however 
inimical  they  were  to  the  Englifli, 
they  were  ftill  more  fo  to  their 
prefen t  government.  To  the  re¬ 
ports  of  this  capture  were  added 
others  ftill  mory  important#  It 
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was  affirmed  that  the  royal  court  of 
Audiencia  was  abolifhed,  the  king’s 
authority  fet  afide,  and  the  Spa¬ 
nifh  colours  no  longer  hoifted. 
The  perfons  who  before  appeared 
hoftile,  now  prefled  flr  Samuel 
Auchmuty  to  advance  a  corps  to 
Buenos  Ayres,  and  aflured  him,  if 
he  would  acknowledge  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  the  people,  and  pro- 
raife  them  the  protection  of  the 
Britifh  government,  that  the  place 
would  fubmit.  Being  fully  deter¬ 
mined  to  enter  into  no  engagements 
of  that  kind,  but  defirous  to  gain 
farther  and  more  pofitive  informa¬ 
tion,  he  difpatched  an  officer  with  a 
letter  from  the  admiral  and  himfelf 
to  the  council  at  Buenos  Ayres, 
claiming  theprifoners  in  conformity 
with  thecapitulation.  It wasalfo  in¬ 
timated  to  the  members  of  the  coun¬ 
cil,  that  it  had  been  related  that 
they  had  refufed  obedience  to  the 
authority  of  the  king  of  Spain  ; 
and  as  it  was  irnpoflible  they 
Could  have  had  time  to  arrange  a 
form  of  government,  and  confe- 
quehtly  mufi  be  in  a  ftate  of  anarchy, 
they  were  invited  to  fubmit  to  his 
Britannic  majefly’s  authority,  and 
aflured  of  the  full  benefit  of  their 
laws  and  religion,  with  the  fecu- 
rity  of  their  projjerty.  The  veflel 
conveying  this  officer  fell  in  with 
a  boat  with  general  Beresford  and 
lieutenant-colonel  Pack  on  board, 
and  returned  immediately  to  Bue¬ 
nos  Ayres ;  therefore  the  letter 
was  not  delivered. 

General  Beresford  had  been  or¬ 
dered,  immediately  after  the  fall 
of  Monte  Video,  to  a  town  three 
hundred  leagues  inland,  and  was 
already  between  forty  and  fifty 
leagues  from  Buenos  Ayres,  when 
two  Spanifh  officers  in  the  gover¬ 
nor’s  family,  who  had  been  endea¬ 


vouring  to  enter  into  fome  poll* 
tical  negotiations  with  him,  pro- 
pofed  to  aflift  and  accompany  him 
in  making  his  efcape,  which  with 
great  difficulty  was  effe&ed  ;  and 
the  general,  after  being  three  fuc- 
ceflive  days  fecreted  in  Buenos 
Ayres,  fortunately  reached  the 
{hip,  which  carried  the  officer  who 
was  charged  with  the  difpatch. 
From  general  Beresford  it  was  af- 
certained,  that  the  report  of  The 
fuppreflion  of  the  court  of  Audien¬ 
cia,  and  of  the  revolt  from  the 
Spanifh  authority,  was  unfounded  ; 
that  the  forms  of  the  ancient  go¬ 
vernment  were  ft  ill  adhered  to, 
and  that  the  court  of  Audiencia,  as 
next  in  control  to  the  viceroy,  had 
aflumed  his  power ;  but  that  the 
city  was  a  prey  to  every  fpecies 
of  diforder  and  tumult.  The  letter 
to  the  council  was  confequently 
withdrawn,  and  one  addrefled  to 
the  viceroy,  or  perfons  poflefling 
the  fupreme  power,  was  fubftituted 
in  its  ftead.  This  contained  a  de-r 
mand  of  the  prifoners,  and  the  af- 
furance,  that  if  they  were  not  de* 
livered  up,  the  perfons  captured  at 
Monte  Video  would  be  fent  to 
England  :  it  moreover  comprifed 
an  implied  invitation  to  furrender 
Buenos  Ayres  to  the  Britifh  forces  ; 
in  which  cafe,  the  fecurity  of  their 
laws,  religion,  and  property,  waa 
offered  to  the  inhabitants,  under 
the  protection  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
jefty.  From  the  anfwers  received, 
it  was  certain  that  the  leading 
people  were  unanimous  in  their  re- 
folutfon  to  defend  the  city  and 
keep  their  prifoners.  It  appeared 
that  there  were  two  parties  in  the 
town.  The  party  in  power  were 
moftly  natives  of  Spain,  in  the 
principal  offices  of  church  and 
ftate,  ajid  devoted  to  the  Spanifh 
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government.  It  had  been  their 
policy  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the 
lower  orders  againft  the  Englifli, 
by  every  fpecies  of  exaggeration 
and  falfehood,  and  to  lead  them  to 
fuch  afts  of  cruelty  as  might  pre¬ 
clude  the  poflibility  of  any  com¬ 
munication  with  them.  Thefe  per- 
fons  confcious,  that  if  they  were 
placed  in  a  fituation  fimilar  to  that 
of  the  Englifli,  they  would  breathe 
nothing  but  revenge,  expected  no 
mercy,  and  were  become  defperate 
and  determined.  The  fecond  par¬ 
ty  confided  of  natives  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  with  fome  Spaniards  who  were 
fettled  in  it.  The  oppreffion  of 
the  parent  date  had  made  them  mod 
anxious  to  (hake  off  the  yoke  of  the 
mother  country  ;  and  though  from 
their  ignorance,  their  want  of  mo¬ 
rals,  and  the  barbarity  of  their  dif- 
pofition,  they  were  totally  unfitted 
to  govern  themfelves,  they  aimed  at 
following  the  Aeps  of  the  North 
Americans,  and  erecting  an  inde¬ 
pendent  republic.  Sir  Samuel  Auch- 
muty,  however,  was  perfuaded, 
that  if  he  would  promife  them  in¬ 
dependence,  they  would  inflantly 
revolt  againd  the  government,  and 
join  him  with  the  great  mafs  of 
the  inhabitants ;  but  though  no¬ 
thing  elfe  than  independence  would 
perfeftly  fatisfy  them,  that  they 
would  prefer  the  Britifh  government 
either  to  their  prcfent  anarchy,  or 
the  Spanilh  authority ;  provided 
an  engagement  were  entered  into 
not  to  give  up  the  country  to 
Spain  at  a  peace  :  yet  without  fuch 
an  undertaking,  that  he  mud  ex- 
peft  to  find  them  open  or  fecret 
enemies. 

General  Auchmuty  did  not  con¬ 
ceive  that  his  force  was  fufficient 
to  attempt  the  reduftion  of  the  ca¬ 
pital,  as  the  leading  perfons  in  it 


had  a  large  body  of  men  in  arms* 
and  were  poffeffed  of  a  powerful 
artillery.  Indeed,  he  was  of  opi¬ 
nion,  that  fifteen  thoufimd  men 
would  be  required  to  conquer  and 
retain  the  province.  His  late  ac- 
quifition  was  too  important  to  be 
left  flightly  defended  ;  and  he  was 
fenfible  that  every  inhabitant  with¬ 
in  the  walls  of  Monte  Video  was 
inimical,  as  well  as  ready,  wi^h  the 
lead  encouragement,  to  commit 
any  defperate  aft.  Under  all  thefe 
circumdances,  he  refolved  at  all 
events  to  occupy  Monte  Video  as 
a  pod,  until  farther  directions ;  and 
he  fent  home  every  intelligence  o» 
the  fubjeft  to  his  majefty’s  minif- 
ters,  with  a  detail  of  what  would 
be  mod  particularly  wanted  to 
maintain  the  dation. 

Before  the  Englifli  cabinet  had 
received  advice  of  the  unhappy 
turn,  which  affairs  had  taken 
in  La  Plata,  and  the  re-capture  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  an  idea  was  enter¬ 
tained,  that  an  attempt  to  gain  a 
footing  on  the  wed  coad  of  South 
America  might  prove  fortunate,, 
from  the  fuccefs  that  had  attended 
his  majefty’s  arms  on  the  ead 
coad  of  it,  and  the  experience 
which  it  was  hoped  the  inhabitants 
of  that  country  had  received  of  the 
difference,  between  the  oppreflive 
dominion  of  Spain,  and  the  benign 
and  protefting  government  of  his 
majefly,  a  knowledge  of  which  was 
prefumed  to  have  extended  acrofs 
the  American  continent.  With  a 
view  to  this  objeft,  and  to  opening 
and  facilitating  a  commercial  inter- 
eourfe  with  the  interior  of  the 
country,  four  thoufand  men,  in¬ 
cluding  infantry,  and  two  compa¬ 
nies  of  artillery,  were  embarked  in 
the  month  of  November,  1806, 
under  the  orders  of  brigadier-ge- 
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metal  Craufurd,  attended  by  a 
competent  naval  force,  commanded 
by  admiral  Murray.  The  choice 
©f  the  courfe  to  fleer,  whether  to 
the  eaft ward,  by  the  way  of  New 
South  Wales,  or  to  the  weftward, 
round  Cape  Horn,  was  left  to  ad¬ 
miral  Murray  to  determine ;  and 
much  was  committed  to  the  joint 
difcretion  of  the  general  and  admi¬ 
ral,  in  refpedl  to  the  precife  plan  of 
the  meafures  which  they  were  to 
purfue.  The  aim  of  the  expedition 
was  the  capture  of  the  fea-ports 
and  fortrefles,  with  the  redu&ion 
©f  the  province  of  Chili  ;  to  which 
it  was  fuppofed,  both  from  pofitive 
information  received,  and  alfo  by 
an  inference  drawn  from  the  eafy 
victory  at  Buenos  Ayres,,  that  the 
force  was  adequate. 

The  inffrudions  to  general 
Crawford  apprifed  him,  that  it  was 
Era*  intended  his  operations  fhould 
pa&  beyond  the  limits  of  Chili,  as 
fey  extending  them  to  Peru*  and 
attempting  the  reduftion  of  Lima, 
even,  under  circumflances  apparently 
favourable,  he  might  engage  in  an 
undertaking  difpropoxtionate  to 
lis  means  ;  and,  by  failure,  might 
even  rifk  the  lofs.  of  what  might 
previoufly  have  been  obtained  in 
Chili ;  an  event  which  would  ma¬ 
terially  counteract  the  farther  pur- 
pofes  of  government,  as  to  future 
plans  on  a  more  extended  fcale,  in 
which  the  force  under  his  command 
might  be  defigned  to  co-operate. 
The  brigadier-general  was  direct¬ 
ed  to.  bear  in  mind,  that  the  prin¬ 
cipal  object  of  his  enterprife  was, 
to  eftablifh  a  ffrong  military  por¬ 
tion  on  the  weffern  coalr  of  South 
America.  He  was  to  exert  himfelf 
to  maintain  order  and  tranquillity 
in  the  territories  occupied  by  his 
majehy’s  arms,  and  the  countries 


adjacent ;  by  no  means  to  encou¬ 
rage  any  ads  of  infurredion  or  re¬ 
volt,  or  meafures  likely  to  produce 
any  other  change,  than  that  of 
placing  the  country  under  his  ma- 
jefty’s  protection  and  government. 
The  fame  rights  and  functions 
were  to  be  continued  as  much  as 
poffible  to  each  elafs  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  which  they  had  hitherto  en~ 
enjoyed  and  exercifed ;  the  form 
of  their  ancient  government,  and 
the  laws  and  ufages  by  which  it 
was  regulated,  were  to  be  preferved 
to  them,  fubjed  only  to  the  altera¬ 
tions  which  might  be  rendered  ine¬ 
vitable  by  fubitituting  his  majef- 
ty’s  authority  for  that  of  the  king 
of  Spain.  Every  meafure  calculat¬ 
ed  to  improve  the  condition,  or 
conciliate  the  good  will  of  the 
people,  was  to  be  adopted  ;  the 
abolifhment  of  the  capitation  tax 
impofed  on  the  Indians,  and  of  the 
different  commercial  reftridions 
and  monopolies,  fanCtioned  by  the 
Spanifh  government,  was  to  be 
amongft  the  propofed  changes.  It 
was  his  majeity’s  will,  that,  in  fe¬ 
eding  men  for  employments  under 
his  rule,  particularly  in  inflances 
of  judicial  or  financial  offices,  na¬ 
tives  of  South  America,  fhould  in 
all  cafes  be  preferred  to  Spaniards; 
and  that  on  every  occafion  where 
the  former  could  be  fublfituted  for 
the  latter,  the  change  fhould  be 
made.  The  commercial  regulations 
eflablifhed  by  the  Britilh  privy 
council  for  the  trade  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  were,  as  nearly  as  eircum- 
fiances  would  permit,  to  be  extend¬ 
ed  to  all  the  other  poffeffions  that 
might  be  acquired  in  South  Ame¬ 
rica.  Any  thing  which  could  give 
offence  to  the  religious  opinions, 
or  eftablifhed  cufloms  of  the  inha- 
bitants,  was  to  be  carefully  avoid¬ 
ed. 
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ed.  French,  or  other  foreign  Eu¬ 
ropeans,  refidervt  in  the  country, 
were  to  be  particularly  watched  ; 
and,  if  neceffary,  removed  there¬ 
from.  The  management  of  the 
mines  was  to  continue  on  the  fame 
footing,  and  to  be  carried  on  in  the 
fame  manner  for  his  majefty’s  in- 
tereft,  as  it  had  been  for  that  of 
the  king  of  Spain,  except  that 
fuch  orders  as  were,  expedient  for 
improving  the  Hate  of  the  negroes 
were  to  be  iffued  ;  and  the  impor¬ 
tation  of  haves  for  that,  or  any 
other  purpofe,  was  to  be  ftri&ly 
prohibited,  conformably  with  the 
proclamations  for  regulating  the 
trade  of  Buenos  Ayres,  which  were 
to  be  adhered  to  as  far  as  they 
Were  applicable  to  the  places  con¬ 
quered.  The  fums  arifing  from 
the  public  revenues  were  to  be  de¬ 
dicated  to  the  expenfes  of  the 
civil  government,  to  the  payment 
and  fubfiilence  of  the  military  and 
marine  forces,  and  the  furplus  was 
to  be  refer ved  for  his  majefty's 
difpofal.  It  was  fpecially  hated 
to  the  general,  that  the  part  of  his 
conduct,  which  would  require  the 
mo  ft  caution,  was.  what  related  to 
any  affurances  given  to  the  people, 
in  proclamations  or  otherwife,  as 
to  the  fupport  which  they  might 
expert  on  the  conclufionof  a  peace. 
On  this  head,  it  was  obferved  that 
he  could  not  follow  a  better  rule, 
than  that  purfued  by  general  Be- 
resford  of  abftaining  from  all  pro- 
mifes,  by  which  his  fovereign 
fhould  hand  pledged  to  any  condi¬ 
tion,  that  it  might  be  eventually 
inconvenient  or  difficult  to  fulfil. 
It  was  added,  that  the  inhabitants 
would  witnefs  the  extent,  to  which 
his  majefty’s  authority  would  be 
fettled  among!!  them,  and  would 


judge  of  the  relu<51ance  with  which 
he  mu!!  relinqulffi  poffidfions,  like¬ 
ly  to  prove  highly  beneficial  to 
the  interefts  of  his  kingdom,  and 
upon  this  judgment  they  were  to 
be  left  to  ffi ape  their  conduct ;  but 
no  a ffurance  was  to  be  given  them, 
except  that  of  protection  as  long  as 
the  king’s  troops  fhould  remain  m 
the  country  ;  and  an  anxious  wifh 
on  the  part  of  his  majefty  fo  to  re¬ 
gulate  the  terms  of  any  future 
peace,  as  to  leave  them  no  caufe 
for  apprehenfion.  If  general  Crau- 
furd  fucceeded  in  obtaining  poflfei- 
iion  of  Valparain*  and  Saint  Iago„ 
or  getting  any  other  fufficieot 
footing  in  Chili,  he  was  to  take 
the  earlieft  poffible  means  of  ac¬ 
quainting  general  Beresford  there¬ 
of,  and  of  concerting  with  him  the 
means  of  fecuring,  by  a  chain  of 
polls,  or  in  any  other  proper  man¬ 
ner,  an  uninterrupted  communica¬ 
tion,  both  military  and  commer¬ 
cial,  between  the  provinces  of 
Chili  and  Buenos  Ayres. 

This  project  was  rendered  abor¬ 
tive  by  the  recapture  of  the 
latter.  As  foon  as  government 
was  informed  of  what  had  taken 
place,  the  Fly  floop  of  war  was 
difpatched  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  where  it  was  confidently 
expedited  fhe  would  arrive  before 
the  expedition  had  left  the  place, 
with  orders  to  flop  the  progrefs 
of  general  Craufurd,  and  directing 
him  to  repair  to  La  Plata,  for  the 
reinforcement  of  the  troops  under 
fir  Samuel  Auchmuty.  The  Fly 
reached  her  deft i nation  fufficiently 
early  for  the  purpofe  that  was  in¬ 
tended  ;  and  general  Craufurd, 
confequently,  proceeded  to  South 
America.  To  take  the  command  of 
the  forces,  which  it  was  probable 


*  Properly  Valparaifo,  the  fea-port  of  Saint  Tago. 
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would  be  thus  collected  in  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  La  Plata,  miniders  fe- 
lefted  lieutenant-general  White- 
locke.  The  general  left  England 
in  March,  and,  as  it  was  poffible 
that  he  might  not  be  joined  by 
general  Craufurd,  an  additional 
force  of  fixteen  hundred  and  thirty 
men,  including  a  troop  of  horfe- 
artillery  dismounted,  with  harnefs 
and  appointments,  was  embarked 
to  accompany  him.  The  com- 
miffion  intruded  to  general  White- 
locke  was,  to  reduce  the  province 
of  Buenos  Ayres  under  his  majef- 
ty's  authority,  for  which  defign 
his  means  were  deemed  to  be  am¬ 
ple,  if  he  were  joined  by  general 
Craufurd  ;  but,  whatever  circum¬ 
stances  enabled  him  to  undertake, 
he  was  not  to  confider  the  end  of 
his  enterprife  to  be  the  didrefs  or 
annoyance  of  the  enemy  ;  but  the 
occupation  of  fuch  particular  da- 
tions,  or  portions  of  territory,  as, 
being  once  Subjected  to  his  ma jetty’s 
arms,  would  not  be  eafily  recover¬ 
able  ;  and  moreover  not  require, 
in  order  to  preferve  them,  a  body 
©f  troops  more  confiderable,  than 
it  might  be  conceived  his  fovereign 
would  be  willing  to  fpare  ;  which 
ratio  ought  not  to  exceed  that 
under  his  command.  For  farther 
indruCtions,  he  was  ordered  to 
abide  by  thofe  given  to  general 
Craufurd  ;  but  all  the  individuals 
who  had  been  chiedy  indrumental 
in  promoting,  or  executing  the  in- 
furreCtion  againd  general  Beref- 
ford,  he  was  to  remove  from  their 
pods,  and  either  fend  them  to  Eu¬ 
rope,  or  place  them  in  fome  fitua- 
tion  where  their  intrigues  would 
no  longer  be  dangerous.  The  cafe 
©f  that  officer  and  of  his  army  was 
to  engage  his  attention,  as  one 
which  called  on  the  national  honour 
to  he  "vindicated  j  and  therefore 


whatever  might  appear  to  be  due  t» 
them,  either  in  virtue  of  any  fpe- 
cial  engagements,  which  had  been 
violated  by  the  Spaniards,  or  of 
the  general  ufages  edabliflied  be¬ 
tween  nations  with  refpeCt  to  pri- 
foners  of  war,  was  to  be  enforced 
to  the  utmod  ;  nor  were  any 
means,  which  the  power  of  arms 
might  place  at  his  difpofal,  to  be 
left  unemployed,  till  complete  juf- 
tice  was  obtained  in  their  behalf. 
The  fervice  confided  to  him,  how¬ 
ever  profperous  in  other  refpeCts, 
was  to  be  deemed  incomplete, 
while  any  doubt  Should  remain  as 
to  the  redoration  of  thofe  troops  at 
the  proper  period,  or  of  their  being 
protected  in  the  mean  time  againd 
every  fpecies  of  violence  and  ill 
treatment.  In  addition  to  a  re¬ 
ference  to  the  cautions  given  to 
general  Craufurd,  refpeCting  any 
declaration  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  province  as  to  their  dediny  ih 
cafe  of  a  peace,  the  commander 
in  chief  was  drongly  urged  to  re¬ 
frain  from  giving  them  any  pledge, 
except  that  his  majedy  would  not 
furrender  without  great  reluCtance* 
podeffions  which  he  edeemed  fo  va¬ 
luable  ;  and  would  in  no  cafe  con- 
fent  to  fuch  furrender,  without  pro¬ 
viding  for  the  fecurity  of  thofe, 
who,  from  the  attachment  diown  to 
the  Englilh,  might  be  fearful  of 
having  rendered  themfelves  ob¬ 
noxious  to  the  difpleafure  of  their 
former  government.  In  fpite  of 
this  chilling  provifion,  that  might 
have  been  expended  to  counteract 
whatever  of  partiality  to  the  Bri- 
tidi  intered  could,  by  any  remote 
poffibility,  have  been  excited,  it 
was  prepoderoudy  fuppofed  that 
an  augmentation  might  be  made  to 
his  majedy ’s  forces  by  troops  raif- 
ed  in  the  country  1  Great  pains 
were,  therefore,  unnecedarily 

taken. 
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Saken,  and  minute  details  gravely 
entered  into,  to  enjoin  general 
Whitelocke  to  be  careful  in  feleCt- 
ing  the  individuals  or  daffies  proper 
for  fuch  a  purpofe!  What  indi¬ 
viduals,  or  what  dalles  of  men, 
could  be  expeCted  to  embrace  arms 
under  the  Britilh  ftandards,  in 
thefe  circumftances,  it  is  in  vain  to 
conjecture  ;  except  there  be  an  ef- 
tablifhment  at  Buenos  Ayres,  fimi- 
lar  to  thofe  in  Madrid,  Paris,  and 
London,  for  the  care  of  perfons 
**  who  argue  rightly  from  wrong 
premifes.”  BelideS  the  extrava¬ 
gance  of  imagining,  that  any  body 
would  co-operate,  in  a  military 
manner,  with  the  Englilh  army  on 
fuch  precarious  grounds,  it  was 
known  long  before  general  White- 
locked  departure,  by  a  letter  from 
fir  Home  Popham,  that  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  provinces  in  queftion 
were  moft  anxioufiy  and  ardently 
bent  upon  afferting  their  abfolute 
independence.  How  fuch  inclina¬ 
tions  could  be  reconciled  with  the 
idea  of  a  temporary  union  to  the 
troops  of  a  foreign  ftate,  to  accom- 
plilh  meafures  which  might  be 
abandoned,  perhaps  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  fecretary  only,  who  dic¬ 
tated  the  inftruCtions,  could  have 
determined. 

General  Whitelocke  landed  at 
Monte  Video  on  the  ioth  of  May, 
and  affumed  the  command  of  the 
forces  the  next  morning.  He  in- 
ftantly  began  to  make  every  poffi- 
ble  preparation  for  the  attack  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  as  the  firft  and 
moft  effential  ftep  towards  the  re¬ 
duction  of  the  province.  Sloops 
of  war,  and  other  light  velfels, 
were  fent  to  reconnoitre  the  fouth- 
trn  bank  of  the  river  Plata,  in 
order  to  decide  on  the  proper  point 
for  debarkation.  It  was,  found 


that  the  water  was  too  Ih allow  to 
admit  of  a  landing,  under  cover  of 
the  fhips  of  war,  any  where  to  the 
weft  ward  of  the  city,  or  nearer  to 
the  eaftward  of  it  than  the  bay  of 
Barragon,  about  thirty  miles  from 
the  capital.  General  Craufurd  and 
admiral  Murray  arrived  in  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Plata  on  th^ 
27th;  but  owing  to  the  prevalence 
of  contrary  winds,  they  did  not 
reach  Monte  Video  until  the  14th 
of  June.  With  the  troops  which 
accompanied  them,  the  whole  num¬ 
ber  of  effectives  at  this  ftation 
amounted  to  above  nine  thoufand 
four  hundred  men.  As  general 
Whitelocke  underftood  from  the 
inhabitants,  and  thofe  officers  who 
had  paffied  the  winter  in  the  pro¬ 
vince,  that  the  months  of  July  and 
Auguft  were  the  moft  unfavourable 
to  military  operations,  on  account 
of  the  heavy  and  continual  rain* 
which  prevail  at  that  feafon,  he  de¬ 
termined  not  to  wait  for  the  con¬ 
voy,  with  the  ftxteen  hundred  ad«. 
ditional  troops,  from  England. 
Having  collected  tranfports  and 
ordered  them  to  be  victualled  for 
three  weeks,  he  fixed  upon  Colonia, 
as  the  place  of  affembly  from 
which  the  expedition  was  to  pro-, 
ceed.  He  fent  the  forces  upwards 
in  fmall  divifions,  becaufe  the  na¬ 
vigation  of  the  river  was  extreme¬ 
ly  intricate,  leaving  at  Monte 
Video  the  47th  regiment,  detach* 
ments  of  the  20th  and  21ft  light 
dragoons,  two  companies  of  the 
38th  regiment,  and  a  corps  of  mili¬ 
tia  formed  by  the  Britilh  mer¬ 
chants,  in  all,  a  garrifon  of  about 
thirteen  hundred  men,  under  the 
command  of  colonel  Browne.  The 
troops  being  embarked,  after  many 
delays  occalioned  by  foul  winds,  a 
landing  was  effected  without  op" 
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jpofition,  on  the  28th  of  June,  in 
the  bay  below  the  heights  of  Bar- 
yagdn.  (  The  army  numbered  feven 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  twen¬ 
ty-two  rank  and  file,  including  one 
hundred  and  fifty  mounted  dra¬ 
goons,  It  was  provided  with 
eighteen  pieces  of  field  artillery, 
and  two  hundred  and  fix  horfes 
and  mules  for  their  conveyance,  as 
well  as  for  that  of  the  ammunition 
for  fmall  arms.  There  were,  be¬ 
sides,  in  the  fhips,  a  large  quantity 
of  ordnance  ftores,  a  referve  artil¬ 
lery  of  fome  heavy  pieces,  mortars, 
and  howitzers,  entrenching  tools 
for  a  thoufand  men,  fix  pontoons 
with  their  carriages,  fome  fafcines, 
a  camp  equipage  for  ten  thoufand 
men,  but  no  horfes  had  been  pro¬ 
cured  for  its  conveyance,  and  a 
fupply  of  provifions  for  two  months. 
Great  difficulty  was  found  in  get¬ 
ting  the  guns  and  ftores  acrofs  a 
morafs,  which  runs  in  a  parallel 
line  with  the  fhore ;  and  after 
fome  fatiguing  marches,  the  army 
reached  Reduccion,  a  village  about 
nine  miles  diftant  from  the  bridge 
over  the  Chuelo  ;  on  the  left  bank 
of  which  the  enemy  had  conftru&ed 
batteries,  and  eftablifhed  a  for¬ 
midable  line  of  defence.  It  was 
therefore  decided  to  turn  the  pe¬ 
tition  by  marching  in  tw<?  columns 
from  the  left,  and  eroding  the 
river  higher  up,  where  it  was  re¬ 
prefen  ted  to  be  fordable,  and  to 
unite  the  forces  in  the  fuburbs  of 
Buenos  Ayres.  Directions  were  at 
the  fame  time  fent  to  colonel  Ma¬ 
hon,  who  was  bringing  up  the 
greater  part  of  the  artillery,  under 
the  protection  of  the  17th  light 
dragoons  and  the  40th  regiment, 
to  wait  for  farther  orders  at  Re¬ 
duccion.  On  the  2d  of  July  ma¬ 
jor-general  Gower,  who  com¬ 


manded  the  right  column,  which 
was  in  advance,  received  orders  to 
pufh  on  to  the  fuburbs  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  and  to  fummon  the  town. 
General  Gower  reported  to  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  that  a  ford,  called 
the  Pafo  Chico,  was  not  practicable 
and  that  he  fhould  oroceed  farther 

A 

up  the  river,  before  he  attempted 
to  crofs  it.  In  confequence  of  this 
information,  the  march  of  the 
main  body  was  changed  more  to 
the  left;  but  general  Gower,  hav¬ 
ing  afterwards  found  that  he  could 
pafs  the  Chuelo  at  Chico,  reached 
the  right  bank  infafety ;  yet  with¬ 
out  apprifing  the  general  in  chief  of 
this  change  in  his  route,  as  it  was 
clearly  his  duty  to  do.  Owing  to 
this  eircumftanee,  and  to  the  halt 
which  general  Whitelocke  was  in¬ 
duced  to  make  in  the  afternoon,  at 
a  fpot  that  afforded  the  advantages 
of  provificn  and  fuel,  the  two  co¬ 
lumns  were  feparated.  In  the 
mean  time,  general  Gower,  at  a 
fmall  diftance  from  the  environs  of 
the  city,  fell  in  with  the  enemy, 
and  ordered  an  attack  to  be  made 
on  their  left  flank  with  the  bayo¬ 
net  ;  which  was  ably  executed  by 
general  Craufurd  with  the  light 
infantry  and  the  95th  regiment. 
In  five  minutes,  the  Spaniards, 
though  ftrongly  ported  behind 
hedges  and  embankments,  gave 
way  ;  leaving  behind  them  about 
fixty  killed,  feventy  prifoners,  and 
all  their  artillery,  confifting  of 
nine  guns,  and  one  howitzer,  with 
their  appointments.  The  repara¬ 
tion  of  the  columns  now  proved 
particularly  unfortunate  ;  for  it 
was  afterwards  admitted,  that  if 
the  main  body  had  been  on  the 
ground,  the  city  might  have  been 
taken  this  evening.  E:r  ;y  in  the 
morning  ot  the  3d,  gene-  *  Gower, 

according 
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according  to  the  inflru&ions  given 
to  him,  fummoned  the  town  ;  at 
.ferft  verbally,  but  fenor  Liniers 
whiling  to  have  a  written  propoffi.1, 
captain  Roache  was  Tent  with  a 
letter  for  the  fame  purpofe.  The 
principal  demands,  finally  in  uni- 
fon  with  general  Whitelocke’s  or¬ 
ders,  were,  that  all  BritiPn  fubjedls 
detained  in  South  America  fhould 
be  delivered  up,  and  fufficient  hof- 
tages  placed  in  the  power  of  the 
commander  in  chief,  till  their  ar¬ 
rival  in  the  capital,  and,  ftrange 
to  relate,  that  “  all  perfons  holding 
civil  offices  dependent  on  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Buenos  Ayres, ”  and 
all  military  officers  as  well  as  fol- 
diers,  fhould  become  prifoners  of 
war.  Every  fpecies  of  arms  and 
ammunition,  and  all  public  pro¬ 
perty,  were  to  be  furrendered  ;  but 
fecurity  was  offered  on  the  head  of 
religion  and  private  poffeffions. 
Thefe  conditions  were  refufed;  and 
Liniers  fignified  his  intention  of 
defending  the  place  to  the  utmofi 
of  his  power. 

Owing  to  the  ignorance  of  the 
guide,  who  conduced  the  main 
body  by  a  confiderabie  detour, 
general  Whitelocke  did  not  come 
up  till  three  o’clock  on  the  3d, 
when  he  formed  his  line  by  placing 
fir  Samuel  Auchmuty's  brigade  on 
the  left,  extending  it  towards  the 
convent  of  the  Recoletas,  from 
which  it  was  diftant  two  miles. 
The  36th  and  8Sth  regiments 
were  on  its  right,  general  Crau- 
furd’s  brigade  occupied  the  centre 
and  chief  avenues  of  the  town,  at 
the  diftance  of  three  miles  from 
the  great  fquare  and  fort;  and  the 
6th  dragoon  guards,  9th  light  dra¬ 
goons,  and  45th  regiment,  were 
thrown  to  the  right  of  the  whole, 
towards  the  Refldencia.  On  the 
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4th,  general  Whitelocke  again 
fuminoned  the  town  without  effect. 
It  was  his  original  intention  to 
march  by  his  left  to  the  convent  of 
the  Recoletas, from  which, as  it  flood 
upon  high  ground  immediately 
over  the  river,  he  could  have  com¬ 
municated  with  the  fleet,  and 
caufed  heavy  guns  to  be  landed  for 
vigoroufly  battering  the  city.  On 
confulting,  however,  with  general 
Gower,  that  officer  fubmitted  ano. 
ther  plan  of  attack,  which  general 
Whitelocke  adopted,  becaufe  in  his 
opinion  it  promifed  a  more  expe¬ 
ditious  iffue,  inafmuch  as  it  obvi¬ 
ated  the  neceffity  of  marching  to 
the  left,  and  the  delay  that  would 
be  occafiofied  by  landing  heavy 
ordnance  and  eredling  batteries  ;  a 
delay  which  he  the  more  dreaded, 
as  the  rains  had  to  all  appearance 
fet  in,  and  the  men  were  in  a  great 
degree  expofed  to  the  weather, 
from  the  impofiibility  of  conveying 
camp  equipage.  Befides,  the  mea- 
fure  of  bombardment,  or  any  other 
which  mighr  occafion  an  indifcri- 
minate  lofs  of  life,  ruin  the  city, 
and  irritate  the  people,  appeared  to 
him  on  reflection,  contrary  both  to 
the  letter  and  fpirit  of  his  inflruc- 
tions.  He  hoped  alfo,  by  this 
plan,  to  be  able  to  diflodge  thofe 
who  oppofed  the  progrefs  of  his 
majefly’s  arms,  and  by  driving 
them  to  the  bottom  of  the  town, 
there  to  make  a  number  of  pri¬ 
foners,  which  might  be  fo  many 
pledges  for  the  return  of  the  71ft 
regiment,  and  the  other  troops 
captured  with  general  Beresford  ; 
while  the  peaceable  inhabitants, 
and  thofe  belt  difpofed  towards  the 
Englifh,  by  remaining  quietly  in 
their  houfes,  might  efcape  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  the  attack. 

In  order  that  the  plan  of  affault 

may 
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may  be  comprehended,  it  is  necef- 
fary  to  premife,  that  the  town  and 
fuburbs  of  Buenos  Ayres  are  divid¬ 
ed  into  fe&ions,  and  that  the  exte¬ 
rior  of  the  houfes,  built  on  each 
fettion,  forms  an  inclofed  fquare  of 
one  hundred  and  forty  yards  on 
each  fide.  The  houfes  have  all 
Bat  roofs,  and  it  was  known  that 
the  enemy  meant  to  occupy  them 
for  the  annoyance  of  the  aflailants. 
The  fcheme  of  operations  was  to 
the  following  effett.  Sir  Samuel 
Auchmuty  was  directed  to  detach 
the  38  th  regiment  to  obtain 
poffeffion  of  the  Plaza  de  Toros, 
with  the  adjacent  ftrong  ground, 
and  there  to  take  poll.  The  87th, 
5th,  36th,  and  88th  regiments, 
were  each  divided  into  wings,  and 
every  wing  ordered  to  penetrate 
into  the  ftreet  dire&Jy  in  its  front. 
The  light  battalion  was  alfo  bro¬ 
ken  into  wings,  and  thefe  divifions, 
each  of  them  followed  by  a  wing 
of  the  95th  regiment,  and  a  three- 
pounder,  were  ordered  to  proceed 
down  the  two  ftreets  on  the  right 
pf  the  central  one,  the  45th  regi¬ 
ment  being  directed  to  pierce  the 
two  adjoining.  After  clearing  the 
ftreets  of  the  enemy,  this  latter  re¬ 
giment  was  to  occupy  the  Refi- 
dencia.  Two  fix-pounders  were 
to  move  along  the  central  ftreet, 
covered  by  the  carabineers,  and 
three  troops  of  the  9th  light  dra¬ 
goons,  the  remainder  of  which 
corps  was  pofted  as  a  referve  in 
the  centre.  Every  column  was 
ordered  to  purfue  its  courfe,  till  it 
arrived  at  the  laft  fqqare  of  houfes 
next  the  river  Plata,  of  which 
range  of  buildings  it  was  to  pof- 
fefs  itfelf,  form  on  the  flat  roofs, 
and  there  wait  for  further  orders. 
Two  corporals,  with  tools  for 
breaking  open  the  doors  of  the 


houfes,  were  ordered  to  march  at 
the  heads  of  the  feveral  divifions# 
All  the  troops  were  to  rufh  on 
with  unloaded  muikers,  and  no 
firing  was  to  be  permitted,  until 
the  columns  had  reached  their  final 
points.  A  cannonade  in  the  cen- 
tral  ftreet  was  the  fignal  for  the 
whole  to  advance. 

The  indecifion  of  general  White- 
locke  upon  feveral  occafions,  in  the 
march  from  the  heights  of  Barra- 
gon,  had  been  remarkable  ;  but  it 
is  lingular,  notwithftanding  his 
apprehenfions  refpe&ing  the  wea¬ 
ther,  that  he  (hould  have  adopted 
a  plan,  which  feemed  to  militate 
againft  all  bis  own  ideas  on  the 
fubjedt  of  the  attack  ;  for  while  he 
was  at  Monte  Video,  the  very  day 
after  brigadier-general  Craufurd  ar¬ 
rived  there,  he  requefted  that  officer 
to  walk  with  him  round  the  works 
of  the  place  ;  and  in  returning 
through  the  town,  he  defired  ge¬ 
neral  Craufurd  to  notice  the  pecu¬ 
liar  conftru&ion  of  the  houfes, 
their  flat  roofs  furrounded  by  pa¬ 
rapet  walls,  and  other  circum- 
ftances,  which,  as  he  obferved,  ren¬ 
dered  them  peculiarly  favourable 
for  defence  ;  and  he  added  that  he 
certainly  would  not  expofe  his 
troops  to  fo  unequal  a  conteft,  as 
that  in  which  they  would  be  en¬ 
gaged,  if  led  into  fo  large  a  town 
as  Buenos  Ayres,  the  houfes  of 
which  were  built  fimilarly  to  thofe 
that  he  then  pointed  out,  and 

every  inhabitant  prepared  for  op- 
pofition.  In  the  obvious  pro« 

priety  of  thefe  remarks,  general 
Craufurd  moft  heartily  acquiefced* 
General  Whitelocke,  however, 
now  reafoned  differently.  Al¬ 

though  he  knew  that  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  would,  in  fome  meafure,  a f- 
fift  in  the  defence  of  the  city,  and, 
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from  the  nature  and  circumdances  of 
the  fquares  of  houfes,  was  aware 
that  they  would  be  occupied,  he 
was  led  to  fuppofe,  by  the  account 
which  he  received  from  two  Span- 
ifli  officers  taken  prifoners  on  the 
morning  of  the  4th,  that  the  ene¬ 
my’s  troops  would  aft  in  the  ftreets, 
as  had  been  determined  by  Liniers, 
in  moveable  columns,  and  behind 
fuch  traverfes  and  defences,  as 
they  could  ereft  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  fort,  and  great  fquare,  at  the 
farther  extremity  of  the  town. 
An  attack,  therefore,  which  would 
bring  him  in  contaft  immediately 
with  the  troops,  appeared  to  him 
t@  be  neceflarily  the  lead  annoying 
to  the  inhabitants,  and  he  conclud¬ 
ed  that  the  capture  of  the  place 
would  follow  the  defeat  of  the 
foldiers. 

In  conformity  with  the  pro- 
pofed  arrangement,  at  half  pad 
fix  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
5  th,  the  columns  moved  forward. 
Before  they  had  proceeded  far, 
they  found  themfelves  expofed  to 
a  fire  of  the  mod  dedruftive  kind. 
The  dreets  were  interfefted  by 
deep  ditches,  behind  which  were 
planted  cannon  that  poured  diowers 
of  grape  on  the  advancing  forces. 
Independently  of  the  enemy’s 
troops,  a  great  proportion  of  whom 
afted  on  the  roofs  of  the  houfes,  all 
the  inhabitants,  with  their  ne¬ 
groes,  defended  their  dwellings, 
which  were,  in  faft,  fo  many  for- 
treffes,  the  doors  of  them  being  io 
flrongly  barricaded,  that  it  was 
almod  impoffible  to  force  them. 
Difcharges  of  mulketry,  hand  gra- 
nades,  bricks,  and  dones,  faluted 
theBritifli  foldiers,  who  were  alfo 
torn  to  pieces  by  grape-diot  at  the 
corners  of  the  dreets,  as  they  paf- 
fed  along  them.  Notwithdanding 
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thefe  obdacles,  sir  Samuel  Auch« 
muty,  with  the  38th  and  87th 
regiments,  approached  the  drong 
pod  of  the  Retiro  and  Plaza  de 
Toros  ;  and,  after  a  mod  vigorous 
and  fpirited  attack,  in  which  his 
troops  fuffered  extremely,  poffeffed 
himfelf  of  it,  taking  thirty-two 
pieces  of  cannon,  an  immenfe  quan- 
tity  of  ammunition,  and  fix  hun¬ 
dred  prifoners.  The  5  th  regiment, 
meeting  with  comparatively  little 
oppofition,  advanced  to  the  river* 
and  took  pofleflion  of  the  church 
and  convent  of  Saint  Catalina,, 
The  36th  and  88th  regiments, 
commanded  by  brigadier-general 
Lumley,  in  defiance  of  the  mod: 
formidable  oppofition,  reached  their 
dedined  point ;  but  the  88th  being 
nearer  to  the  fort  and  principal 
defences  of  the  enemy,  was  fo 
weakened  by  the  conflift,  as  to  be 
totally  overpowered  and  taken. 
The  dank  of  the  36th  being  thus 
expofed,  this  regiment,  together 
with  the  5th,  retired  upon  fir 
Samuel  Auchmjuty’s  pod  at  the 
plaza  de  Toros ;  not  however  be¬ 
fore  lieutenant  colonel  Burne  and 
the  grenadier  company  had  didin- 
gu idled  themfelves,  by  attacking 
five  hundred  of  the  enemy,  and 
fpiking  two  of  their  guns.  The 
two  fix-pounders,  in  moving  down 
the  central  dreets,  met  with  a  very 
fuperior  fire,  and  the  four  troops 
of  the  carabineers,  led  on  by  colo« 
nel  Kington,  endeavoured  to  take 
the  battery  oppofed  to  them  ;  but 
this  gallant  officer  being  wounded, 
as  well  as  captain  Burrell  the  next 
in  command,  and  the  fire  both 
from  the  battery  and  houfes  prov¬ 
ing  very  injurious,  the  carabineers 
retreated  to  a  diort  didance ;  yet 
they  continued  to  occupy  a  pod- 
don,  confiderably  in  advance  of 
Series,  [iVJ  tha? 
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that  which  they  had  taken  in  the 
morning.  The  left  divifion  of 
general  Craufurd's  brigade,  under 
colonel  Pack,  pafted  on  nearly  to 
the  river,  and  turning  to  the  left, 
attempted  to  feize  the  Jefuits’ col¬ 
lege  ;  but  finding  its  object  im¬ 
practicable,  after  fuftaining  heavy 
lofs,  one  part  of  it  threw  itfelfinto 
a  houfe  which  was  not  tenable,  and 
was  obliged  to  furrender ;  while 
the  remaining  part  retired  on  the 
fight  divifion  commanded  by  ge¬ 
neral  Craufurd  himfelf.  This  lat¬ 
ter  divifion,  having  palled  quite 
through  the  flreets  to  the  Plata, 
had  alfo  turned  to  the  left,  to¬ 
wards  the  great  fquare  and  fort, 
from  the  north-eaft  baft  ion  of  which 
It  was  diftant  about  four  hundred 
yards.  General  Craufurd,  on 
learning  the  fate  of  his  left  divi¬ 
fion,  thought  it  moll  advifeable  to 
place  himfelf  in  the  convent  of 
Saint  Domingo,  where  he  was  ulti¬ 
mately  forced  to  capitulate,  after  a 
moll  gallant  refiftance  againfl  very 
fuperior  numbers.  The  45  th  regi¬ 
men  t,  being  far  1  her  f rom  t  he  enemy  *s 
centre,  gained  without  much  op- 
pofition  the  Refidencia,  which  it 
maintained. 

As  the  plan,  which  had  been 
afted  on,  was,  with  a  difference 
fcoo  flight  to  be  noticed,  furnifhed 
entirely  by  general  Gower,  the 
commander  in  chief  had  thought  it 
proper,  that  the  former  fhould  ex¬ 
plain  to  the  officers  concerned  in 
the  execution  of  it,  the  details  of 
every  meafure  to  be  purfued.  Ge¬ 
neral  Gower,  however,  did  not 
exprefs  to  them,  that  they  were  to 
report  their  feveral  fituations,  as 
foon  as  they  had  obtained  them, 
conceiving  that  they  would  of- 
courfe  do  fo.  During  the  whole 
of  the  operations  on  the  5  th,  ge¬ 


neral  Whitelocke  remained  with 
the  referve,  amounting  to  above 
a  thoufand  men,  at  a  place  called 
the  Corral  de  Miferere,  in  the 
fuburbs  of  the  city,  in  expeftation 
of  thefe  reports  ;  and  though  with 
various  fuccefs,  he  frequently  fent 
his  aids-de-camp  to  endeavour  to 
afcertain  the  fate  of  the  columns, 
it  is  moft  extraordinary  that  he 
made  no  perfonal  attempt  to  com¬ 
municate  with  them,  or  give  them 
any  fupport ;  notwithftanding,  in 
addition  to  the  referve,  he  could 
have  brought  up  the  regiments 
commanded  by  colonel  Mahon, 
confifting  altogether  of  eighteen 
hundred  men,  which  were  at  that 
time  at  no  great  diftance  from  the 
Corral.  At  night  fir  Samuel  Auch- 
muty  fent  word  what  had  occurred 
to  his  brigade,  and  all  thedivifions 
of  the  left  wing ;  but  general 
Whitelocke  continued  ignorant  of 
the  ftate  of  the  right  till  the  next 
morning,  when  fir  Samuel  Auch- 
mu ty  forwarded  to  him  a  letter, 
which  he  had  received  from  general 
Liniers,  containing  certain  propo¬ 
rtions.  General  Whitelocke  now 
repaired  to  the  Plaza  de  Toros, 
and  found  that  the  refult  of  the 
preceding  day's  aft  ion  had  left 
him  in  poffeffion  of  that  ftation, 
which  was  a  flrong  poll  on  the 
enemy's  right,  and  the  Refidencia 
another  ftrong  poll  on  his  left, 
while  the  referve  occupied  its  po¬ 
rtion  on  the  enemy's  centre;  but 
that  thefe  advantages  had  cofl 
about  two  thoufand  five  hundred 
men  in  killed,  wounded,  and  pris¬ 
oners.  The  propofal  of  Liniers 
was,  to  give  up  all  the  troops  who 
had  furrendered  on  the  5  th,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  71ft  regiment, 
and  all  the  men  captured  with  ge¬ 
neral  Beresford  ;  provided  that  the 

commander 
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commander  iu  chief  would  defift 
from  any  farther  attack  of  the 
town,  abandon  Monte  Video,  and 
withdraw  the  Britifh  army  totally 
from  the  province.  The  Spanish 
general  intimated  at  the  fame  time, 
that  from  the  exafperated  ftate  of 
the  populace,  he  could  not  anfwer 
for  the  fafety  of  the  prifoners,  if 
offenfive  meafures  did  not  ceafe. 
Although  there  were  dill  five 
thoufand  four  hundred  men  per¬ 
fectly  effective  in  the  Englifh 
army,  and  captain  Frafer  of  the 
artillery  pledged  himfelf  to  have 
about  thirty  pieces  of  cannon  ready 
to  play  on  the  town  by  the  next 
morning,  and  a  communication  was 
open  with  the  fleet,  general  White- 
locke  fatally  acceded  to  the  offer 
made  by  Liniers.  The  difgraceful 
treaty  which  he  figned  ftipulated, 
that  the  Britifh  troops  fhould  em¬ 
bark  for  the  left  bank  of  the  Plata 
In  ten  days,  and  evacuate  Monte 
Video  in  two  months.  The  rea- 
fons  which  general  Whitelocke  af- 
figned  for  his  conduCI  were,  that 
he  confidered  the  lives  of  the  Bri¬ 
tifh  prifoners  to  be  dependent  on 
his  compliance  with  the  terms 
propofed,  and  that  they  would 
©therwife  be  facrificed  to  the  fury 
of  an  incenfed  rabble ;  that  he 
thought  the  attempt  to  hold  a 
country,  of  which  the  inhabitants 
were  implacably  hoftile,  ufelefs ; 
that  he  conceived  it  was  improba¬ 
ble  he  could  make  any  impreffion 
on  the  town  by  a  cannonade  ;  and 
that  he  deemed  the  iffue  of  another 
attack  to  be  doubtful. 

Early  in  the  year  1808,  general 
Whitelocke  was  tried  by  a  court 
martial  on  the  following  charges. 
Firfl  charge. — That  lieutenant- 
general  Whitelocke,  having  re¬ 
ceived  inftru&ions  from  his  xnajef* 
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ty’s  principal  fecretary  of  ftate  t© 
proceed  to  the  reduction  of  the 
province  of  Buenos  Ayres,  purfued 
meafures  ill  calculated  to  facili- 
tate  that  conqueft  :  that  when  the 
Spanifh  commander  had  fhewn 
fuch  fymptoms  of  a  difpofition  to 
treat,  as  to  exprefs  a  defire  to  com¬ 
municate  with  major-general  Gow¬ 
er,  the  fecond  in  command,  upon 
the  fubjedl  of  terms,  the  faid  lieu¬ 
tenant-general  Whitelocke  did  re¬ 
turn  a  meffage  in  which  he  demand¬ 
ed,  amongft  other  articles,  the 
furrender  of  all  perfons  holding 
civil  offices  in  the  government  o£ 
Buenos  Ayres  as  prifoners  of  war  : 
that  the  faid  lieutenant-general 
Whitelocke,  in  making  fuch  an. 
offenfive  and  unufual  demand,  tend¬ 
ing  to  exafperate  the  inhabitants  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  to  produce  and  en¬ 
courage  a  fpirit  of  refinance  to  his 
majefty's  arms,  to  exclude  the 
hope  of  amicable  accommodation* 
and  to  increafe  the  difficulties  of 
the  fervice  with  which  he  was  in- 
trufted,  afted  in  a  manner  unbe¬ 
coming  his  duty  as  an  officer,  pre. 
judicial  to  the  military  difcip- 
line,  and  contrary  to  the  articles  of 
war. 

Second  charge. — That  the  faid 
lieutenant-general  Whitelocke, 
after  the  landing  of  the  troops  at 
the  bay  of  Barragon,  and  during 
the  march  from  thence  to  the 
town  of  Buenos  Ayres,  did  not 
make  the  military  arrangements 
beft  calculated  to  enfure  the  fuccefs 
of  his  operations  againlt  the  town, 
and  that  having  known  previoully 
to  his  attack  of  the  town  of  the 
Buenos  Ayres  on  the  5th  of  July 
1807,  as  appears  from  his  public 
difpatch  on  the  10th  of  July,  that 
the  enemy  meant  to  occupy  the 
fiat  roofs  of  ihe  houfes,  he  did 
[Ar  ?]  nevertheless 
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neverthelefs  in  the  faid  attack 
divide  his  forces  into  feveral  bri¬ 
gades  and  parts,  and  ordered  the 
whole  to  be  unloaded,  and  no  firing 
to  be  permitted  on  any  account; 
and,  under  this  order,  to  march  into 
the  principal  ftreets  of  the  town, 
unprovided  with  proper  and  fuffi- 
cient  means  for  forcing  the  barri- 
cadoes,  whereby  the  troops  were 
unneceffarily  expofed  to  deftru&ion, 
without  the  pofiihility  of  making 
cffe&ual  oppofition  ;  fuch  conduct 
betraying  great  profeffional  inca¬ 
pacity  on  the  part  of  the  faid  lieu¬ 
tenant-general  Whitelocke,  tend¬ 
ing  to  lefien  the  confidence  of  the 
troops  in  the  judgment  of  their 
officers,  being  derogatory  to  the 
honour  of  his  majefty’s  arms,  con¬ 
trary  to  his  duty  as  an  officer, 
prejudicial  to  good  order  and  mi- 
itary  difcipline,  and  contrary  to 
the  articles  of  war. 

Third  charge.— That  the  faid 
lieutenant-general  Whitelocke  did 
not  make,  although  it  was  in  his 
power,  any  effectual  attempt  by 
his  own  perfonal  exertion  or  other- 
wife,  to  co-operate  with,  or  fup- 
port,  the  different  divifions  of  the 
army  under  his  command,  when 
engaged  with  the  enemy  in  the 
ffreets  of  Buenos  Ayres  on  the  5  th  of 
July  1807;  whereby  thofe  troops, 
after  having  encountered  and  fur- 
mounted  a  conftantand  well  direct¬ 
ed  fire,  and  having  effected  the 
purport  of  their  orders,  were  left 
without  aid  and  fupport,  or  further 
orders,  and  confiderable  detach¬ 
ments  under  lieutenant- colonel 
Duff,  and  brigadier  general  Crau- 
furd  were  thereby  compelled  to 
furrender ;  fuch  conduct  on  the 
part  of  the  faid  lieutenant-general 
Whitelocke  tending  to  the  defeat 
and  difnonourofhUmujeity’s  arms. 


to  leffen  the  confidence  of  the 
troops  in  the  Ikill  and  courage  of 
their  officers,  being  unbecoming 
and  difgraceful  to  his  character  as 
an  officer,  prejudicial  to  good  order 
and  military  difcipline,  and  con¬ 
trary  to  the  articles  of  war. 

Fourth  charge.— -That  the  faid1 
lieutenant-general  Whitelocke, fub- 
fequent  to  the  attack  upon  the 
town  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  at  a 
time  when  the  troops  under  his 
command  were  in  poffcffion  of 
polls  on  each  flank  of  the  town, 
and  of  the  principal  arfenal  with  a 
communication  open  to  the  fleet, 
and  having  an  effective  force  of 
upwards  of  five  thoufand  men,  did 
enter  into,  and  finally  conclude,  a 
treaty  with  the  enemy,  whereby 
he  acknowledges  in  the  public  dif- 
patch  of  the  10th  of  July  1807— 
((  that  he  refolved  to  forego  the 
advantages  which  the  bravery  of 
his  troops  had  obtained,  and  which 
advantages  had  coft  him  about 
two  thoufand  five  hundred  men  in 
killed,  wounded,  and  prifoners 
and  by  fuch  treaty  he  unneceffarily 
and  fhamefully  furrendered  all 
fuch  advantages,  totally  evacuated 
the  town  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and 
confented  to  deliver,  and  did  fhame¬ 
fully  abandon  and  deliver,  up  to 
the  enemy  the  ftrong  fortrefs  of 
Monte  Video,  which  had  been 
committed  to  his  charge ;  and 
which,  at  the  period  of  the  treaty 
and  abandonment,  was  well  and 
fufficiently  garrifoned  and  provided 
againft  attack,  and  which  was  not 
at  fuch  period  in  a  ftate  of  block¬ 
ade  or  fiege  ;  fuch  conduct  on  the 
part  of  the  faid  lieutenant-general 
Whitelocke  tending  to  the  difhon- 
our  of  hismajefiy^s  arms,  and  being 
contrary  to  his  duty  as  an  officer, 
prejudicial  to  good  order  and  mi- 
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litary  difcipline,  and  contrary  to 
the.  articles  of  war.  , 

The  court  martial  found  general 
Whitelocke  guilty  of  the  whole 
of  thefe  charges,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  that  part  of  the  fecond 
charge,  which  related  to  the  order, 
that  the  columns  Jhould  he  unload - 
edy  and  that  no  firing  Jhould  he  per¬ 
mitted  on  any  account /*  The  court 
“  were  anxious  that  it  might  be 
diftinCtly  underftood,  that  they  at¬ 
tached  no  cenfure  whatever  to  the 
precautions  taken  to  prevent  un- 
neceffary  firing,  during  the  advance 
of  the  troops  to  the  propofed  points 
of  attack,  and  did  therefore  acquit 
lieutenant-general  Whitelocke  of 
that  part  of  the  faid  charge/ * 
The  court  however  adjuged,  “that 
the  faid  lieutenant-general  White¬ 
locke  he  cajhieredy  and  declared  total¬ 
ly  unfit ,  and  unworthy  to  ferve  his 
majefiy  in  any  military  capacity 
n whatever . — This  fentence  was  con¬ 
firmed  by  his  majelly,  who  iffued 
his  commands  that  it  fhould  be 
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read  at  tbe  head  of  every  regi¬ 
ment  in  the  fervice,  and  inferted 
in  all  regimental  orderly  books, 
“  with  a  view  of  its  becoming-  a 
lading  memorial  of  the  fatal  con- 
fequences,  to  which  officers  expofe 
themfelves,  who,  in  difcharge  of 
the  important  duties  confided  to 
them,  are  deficient  in  that  zeal, 
judgment,  and  perfonal  exertion, 
which  their  fovereign,  and  their 
country,  have  a  right  to  expefl 
from  officers  entrufted  with  high 
commands/* 

As  the  expeditions  to  Conflan- 
tinople,  to  Alexandria,  and  to 
Buenos  Ayres,  were  planned  by 
the  coalefced  adminiflration,  it  has 
been  thought  proper  to  give  an  ac¬ 
count  of  them  in  this  place  ;  in 
order  that  they  may  be  more  dif- 
tinCtly  feparated  from  the  other 
principal  tranfadlions  of  his  majef- 
ty's  forces  in  foreign  countries, 
which  were  commenced  by  the  di¬ 
rection  of  different  fervants  of  the 
crown. 


CHAP.  XL 


State  of  the  public  mind  at  the  time  of  the  general  election .  The  friends  of 
the  late  minifiers  attend  a  grand  dinner  at  Willis' s  rooms  to  afcertain  theiT 
numbers.  Meeting  of  the  new  parliament .  Mr.  Abbot  re -cleSled  fpeaker 
of  the  houfe  of  commons ,  Summary  of  the  king's  fpeech.  fin  amendment 

to  the  addrefs  propofed  in  the  houfe  of  peers  by  the  earl  of  Fortefcue  •  and 
in  the  lower  houfe  by  lard  Howich .  The  amendment  lofi  in  both  places , 
and  the  original  addrefs  carried ,  after  warm  debates .  Proceedings  in  the 
houfe  of  commons ,  with  refpefi  to  the  bills  pending  at  the  time  the  parlia¬ 
ment  was  dijfiolved.  A fecond  ftruggle  between  the  minifiers  and  the  oppo - 

Jition  in  parliamenty  which  confirms  the  triumph  of  the  former .  Mr. 
Perceval' s  motion  in  the  houfe  of  commons  for  the  renewal  of  the  finance 
committee  ;  Subfiance  of  the  fpeeches  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer ,  Lsrd 
Henry  Petty ,  Mr,  Boyle ,  Mr,  Canningy  Mr.  Bankesy  and  Mr.  Biddulph 
thereon  ;  The  cocnmittee  appointed.  Mr,  Adam's  vindication  of  the  grants 
made  by  the  former  minifiers  in  Scotland.  The  ejlimates  of  the  armx%  navy  y 
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and  ordnance ,  mowed  and  agreed  to.  Mr.  Whitbread’ $  motion  on  the  jlale 
of  the  nation.  Lord  Cochrane’ s  motion  for  a  lift  of  the  members  of  the  houfe 
of  commons ,  enjoying  fine  cure  places  and  penfions ,  negatived ;  hut  an 
amendment  to  it  fuggefied  by  Mr.  Perceval,  voted.  Mr.  Cochrane  John - 
jfone’s  motion  oti  the  fale  of  commiffions  in  the  army.  Debates  on  the  bills 
for  preventing  in  furred  ions  in  Ireland  ;  Sentiments  of  fir  John  Newport 9 
Mr.  Croker,  Mr.  Brand ,  Mr.  Windham ,  Mr.  Grattan,  and  of  feveral 
ether  members,  on  the  bills ,  which  are  paffed.  Mr.  Fofier’s  remarks  re - 
fpeding  the  college  at  Maynooth  in  Ireland .  DifcuJJion  of  lord  Cafilereagh’ s 
propofition  for  increafing  the  army.  Mifcellaneous  tranfadions  in  parlia¬ 
ment.  The  bill  for  preve'niing  the  grant  of  offices  in  reverfion  thrown  out 
by  the  houfe  of  lords.  Mr.  Bankes’s  motion  in  the  lower  houfe  on  the  fame 
fubjed.  Mr.  Sheridan  moves  certain  refolutio?is  in  regard  to  Ireland  ;  his 
fpeech  and  that  of  lord  William  Ruffiell :  The  motion  loft.  Parliament  pro¬ 


rogued  by  commiffion. 

THE  expofition  of  the  events 
which  led  to  the  change  in  the 
miniftry,  was  not  calculated  to 
augment  the  popularity  of  the  late 
fervants  of  the  crown,  or  increafe 
their  reputation.  It  was  afeertain- 
ed,  by  the  difclofure,  that  they  had 
ventured  to  carry  a  great  national 
ineafure  into  execution,  without 
having  properly  explained  their  in¬ 
tentions  to  the  fovereign  ;  and,  in¬ 
deed,  that  one  of  the  principal 
minifters  had  not  fully  adverted  to 
the  exifling  laws,  as  far  as  they 
affedted  the  queftion.  It  was  more¬ 
over  demonftrated  that  the  parties, 
whom  ■  they  meant  to  oblige,  re¬ 
garded  the  whole  proceeding  as  an 
evafion  of  their  claims ;  and  that  it 
was  altogether  unfatisfactory  to  the 
body  which  it  was  intended  to 
conciliate.  Keverthelefs,  by  mak¬ 
ing  a  fpecies  of  appeal  to  the  coun¬ 
try,  when  they  related  the  circum¬ 
stances  which  occafioned  their  dif- 
jmffal,  the  members  of  the  difplaced 
cabinet  no  doubt  purpofed  to  in- 
tereft  the  public  ftrongly  in  their 
favour.  Whatever  were  their  hopes 
or  expectations,  they  were  utterly 
difappointed.  Their  fall  was  be¬ 
lie  Id  with  indifference  by  the  people. 


The  juftice  of  their  pretenfions  to 
peculiar  purity,  on  the  fubjedl  of 
patronage  at  leaft,  had  for  fome 
time  been  doubted  ;  and  their  fup- 
pofed  claims  to  the  poffeflioo  of 
fupereminent  talent  had  latterly 
become  a  theme  for  that  fpecies  of 
ridicule,  which,  however  fevere, 
is  unmixed  with  afperity.  No 
very  high  degree  of  ability  had 
certainly  been  difplayed  in  their 
financial  meafures.  The  tax,  which 
they  had  denounced  as  particularly 
difgufting  to  Britifli  feelings,  was 
not  only  continued,  but  the  ratio 
of  contribution  increafed,  and  it 
was  even  colledted,  under  their 
aufpices,  in  a  more  objectionable 
mode  than  before.  Several  of  the 
new  impofts  fuggefied  by  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  on  a  dif- 
cuflion  of  their  merits,  had  been 
found  to  be  fo  extremely  incon¬ 
venient,  that  they  were  abandoned. 
Lord  Henry  Petty’s  grand  plan  of 
finance  was  intricate  in  its  arrange¬ 
ments,  and  queftionable  as  to  its 
ultimate  effect.  In  the  condudl 
of  foreign  relations,  it  was  in  vain 
to  attempt  to  difeover  any  of  thofe 
itriking  and  evident  marks  of  ta¬ 
lent,  which  it  had  been  fuppofeci 
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the  late  minifters  would  exhibit. 
The  management  of  the  negotiation 
with  France,  if  confidered  in  the 
moft  favourable  light,  certainly 
evinced  nothing  but  a  fincere  defire 
to  conclude  an  honourable  peace 
with  that  country,  and  was  far 
from  adding  to  the  diplomatic  fame 
of  Great  Britain.  The  indecifion 
manifefted  in  regard  to  Buenos 
Ayres  was  highly  cenfured ;  and 
though  the  late  cabinet  was  not 
univerfally  blamed  for  not  fending 
a  Britifh  force  to  co-operate  in 
fome  manner,  in  the  tremendous 
ftruggle  on  the  continent,  yet  many 
perfons  conceived,  that  fuch  aftift- 
ance  to  the  allies  would  have  been 
produ&ive  of  the  greateft  benefit 
to  the  common  caufe  of  Europe. 
As  to  the  expeditions  to  Conftan- 
tinople,  Egypt,  and  South  America, 
the  refults  of  them  were  not  known, 
at  the  time  when  the  adminiftration 
was  removed. 

If  the  difmifial  of  one  fet  of  mi¬ 
nifters  was  witnefted  with  apathy, 
the  appointment  of  their  fuccelfors 
produced  no  remarkable  fenfation 
of  pleafure.  The  people,  however, 
feemed  well  inclined  to  try  the  new 
cabinet,  and  to  uphold  it,  if  it 
fhould  merit  their  countenance. 
The  good  fenfe  of  the  major  part  of 
the  nation  appears,  at  this  period, 
to  have  completely  detached  it  from 
the  prej  udices  of  party.  Meafures , 
and  not  men,  were  the  obje&s  of 
applaufe  or  difapproval ;  and  as  the 
new  minifters  were  at  lealt  modeft 
in  profeffion,  they  obtained  the 
decided  fupport  of  the  country. 
The  elections  were,  indeed,  in  fome 
parts  attended  with  riot  and  con- 
fufion ;  and  feveral  counties,  as 
well  as  boroughs,  were  keenly  con- 
tefted.  It  is,  however,  remark¬ 
able,  that  of  the  commoners  who 
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had  feats  in  the  late  cabinet,  Mr. 
Thomas  Grenville  was  the  only 
individual,  who  was  reinftated  as 
member  for  the  place,  which  he  had 
formerly  reprefented.  The  moil 
lingular  trait  attending  the  appeal 
to  the  country  was,  the  return  of 
fir  Francis  Burdett  for  the  city  of 
Weftminfter,  who  had  been  nomi¬ 
nated  as  a  candidate  without  his 
own  folicitation  or  knowledge,  and 
during  his  confinement,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  wound  which  he  had 
received  in  an  abfurd  duel  with 
Mr.  Pauli. 

A  few  days  before  the  new  par¬ 
liament  met  for  the  difpatch  of 
bufinefs,  the  friends  of  the  removed 
adminiftration  attended  a  grand 
dinner  at  Willis’s  Rooms,  for  the 
purpcfe  of  afcertaining  their  num¬ 
bers.  The  company  affembled  on 
this  occafion,  amounted  to  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty-feven  members  of 
both  houfes  of  the  legiflature;  and, 
after  the  repaft,  it  was  fettled,  that 
the  peers  Ihould  meet  lord  Gren¬ 
ville,  and  the  commoners  lord 
Howick,  on  the  following  evening, 
to'  make  their  arrangements  for  the 
commencement  of  the  feffion.  Al¬ 
though  the  oppofition,  with  which 
minifters  were  threatened,  was  cer¬ 
tainly  formidable,  they  were  pre¬ 
pared  to  meet  it  with  firmnefs  ; 
confcious  as  they  were,  that  the 
late  general  election  had  added  to 
the  number  of  their  adherents. 
When  the  members  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  were  fworn  in,  and  Mr. 
Abbot  was  again  feated  in  the 
fpeaker’s  chair,  which  honour  he  had 
undoubtedly  merited  by  his  general 
ability,  indefatigable  attention  to 
public  bufinefs,  and  impartial  con- 
duft,  on  the  26th  of  June  parlia¬ 
ment  was  opened  by  a  commiftion, 
confifting  of  the  archbiftiop  of  Can* 
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terbury,  the  lord  chancellor,  and  the 
earls  of  Aylesford  and  Dartmouth. 

The  fpeech  exprefifed  his  ma- 
jefty’s  fatisfa&ion,  that  fince  the 
events  which  had  led  to  the  dilfo- 
lution  of  the  laif  parliament,  he  had 
received,  in  numerous  addrelfes 
from  his  fubje&s,  the  warmeft 
affurances  of  their  affectionate  at¬ 
tachment  to  his  perfon  and  govern¬ 
ment  ;  and  of  their  firm  refolution 
to  fupport  him  in  maintaining  the 
juft  rights  of  the  crown,  and  the 
true  principles  of  the  conftitution. 
It  ftated,  that  his  ma jelly's  endea¬ 
vours  had  been  employed  in  draw¬ 
ing  clofer  the  ties,  by  which  he  was 
connedled  with  the  powers  on  the 
continent  ;  and  in  eflablilhing  that 
concert  which  was  effendal  to  the 
relloration  of  a  folid  and  permanent 
peace  in  Europe.  It  touched  on 
the  regret  which  he  felt,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  failure  of  the  media¬ 
tion  undertaken  to  preferve  amity 
between  Ruffia  and  the  Porte,  and 
the  difappointment  confequent  on 
the  ineffedlual  efforts  of  the  Dritifh 
fquadron  in  the  fea  of  Marmora, 
as  well  as  the  Ioffes  fultained  by 
the  Englifh  forces  in  Egypt.  It 
mentioned,  that  he  had  adopted 
fuch  meafures  as  might  belt  enable 
him,  in  conjundtion  with  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  emperor,  to  take  advantage  of 
any  opportunity  of  bringing  holti- 
lities  with  Turkey  to  a  clofe,  con- 
fillent  with  his  honour  and  that  of 
his  ally.  The  fpeech  then  appealed 
to  the  loyalty  and  zeal  of  the  com¬ 
mons  to  make  proper  provifions  for 
the  public  fervice;  and  concluded 
with  pointing  out  the  importance 
of  cherilhing  a  fpirit  of  harmony 
amongll  the  people,  as  moll  likely 
to  promote  the  profperity  of  the 
ffate  at  home,  and  impart  vigour 
to  its  afm?  «*broad0 


A  warm  debate  enfued  in  both 
houfes.  An  addrefs  having  been 
moved  by  the  earl  of  Mansfield  and 
feconded  by  lord  Rolle,  earl  For- 
tefcue  moved  an  amendment,  which 
turned  entirely  on  the  late  diffolu- 
tion  of  parliament.  After  that 
event,  faid  his  lordfhip,  the  moll 
jacobinical  means  were  employed 
to  irritate  the  country.  A  cry  of 
((  no  popery"  had  been  fet  up, 
commencing  with  an  addrefs  to  the 
electors  of  Northampton,  This 
cry  had  been  attended  with  open 
riots  at  Briftol  and  Liverpool ;  and 
had  extended  over  the  country  the 
moll  inflammatory  influence.  After 
feveral  comments,  the  noble  lord 
read  his  amendment,  which  was  to 
the  following  effect : — -That  the 
duty  and  attachment  of  the  houfe 
to  his  majefty's  perfon  and  govern,, 
ment,  obliged  them  to  lay  before 
him  the  manifell  mifconduCt  of  his 
minillers,  in  having  advifed  an  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  people,  which  was  juf- 
tified  by  no  public  necelfity  or  ad¬ 
vantage.  That  by  the  interruption 
of  all  private  bufinefs,  then  de¬ 
pending  in  parliament,  it  had  been 
productive  of  great  and  needlefs 
inconvenience  andexpenfe ;  thereby 
wantonly  adding  to  the  many  bur¬ 
thens  of  the  fubjeCt.  That  it  had 
retarded  many  ufeful  laws  for  the 
internal  improvement  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  and  for  the  encouragement 
and  extenfion  of  its  manufactures, 
agriculture,  and  commerce.  That 
it  had  either  fufpended  or  wholly 
defeated  many  important  public 
meafures,  and  protracted  much  of 
the  moll  weighty  bufinefs  of  par¬ 
liament,  to  a  feafon  of  the  year, 
when  its  profecution  mull  be  at¬ 
tended  with  the  greatell  inconve¬ 
nience  tp  the  community.  That 
thefc  nufcbiefs  were  much  exag¬ 
gerated 
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gerated  by  the  groundlefs  and  in¬ 
jurious  pretences,  on  which  ,  his 
majefty’s  minifters  had  refted  their 
evil  advices ;  pretences  calculated 
to  excite  the  mod:  dangerous  ani- 
morities  araonft  his  majefty’s  faith¬ 
ful  fubjefts,  at  a  period  when 
unanimity  was  more  than  ever 
demanded  for  the  welfare  of  the 
kingdom,  and  when  faithful  and 
provident  minifters  would  have 
endeavoured  to  promote  the  mod 
cordial  union  in  the  empire. 

The  original  addrefs  was  fup- 

ported  by  the  earls  of  Selkirk  and 

Buckinghamlhire,  vifcount  Sid- 

mouth,  lord  Boringdon,  lord  Mul- 

grave,  lord  Hawkefbury,  and  the 

lord  chancellor.  It  was  argued 

by  feveral  of  thefe  noble  perfons, 

that  if  the  cry  of  “  no  popery5’ 

had  exifted  amongft  the  people,  it 

had  in  faft  been  occafioned  bv  the 

* 

indifcreet  meafures  of  the  late  mi¬ 
nifters  :  it  was  the  exprefiion  of 
popular  opinion,  and  was  by  no 
means  to  be  attributed  to  the  pre- 
fentfervants  of  the  crown.  It  was 
contended,  that  the  members  of  the 
former  government  had  placed 
themfelves  in  fuch  a  pofture,  as  to 
render  their  continuance  in  office 
impoftible;  and  that  by  their  want 
of  moderation,  when  out  of  place, 
and  their  fyftematic  hoftiiity  to 
the  proceedings  of  minifters,  it  be¬ 
came  advifable  to  diftolve  the  par¬ 
liament.  The  neceffiry  alfo  for  an 
appeal  to  the  fenfe  of  the  public, 
under  thefe  circumftances,  was  con- 
trafted  with  the  abfolute  inexpe¬ 
diency  for  that,  which  had  been 
made  in  the  preceding  Odtober, 
when  no  good  reafon  could  have 
been  urged  for  it.  The  earls  of 
Grpfvenor,  Lauderdale,  and  Rofs- 
lyn,  with  the  lords  Grenville, 
Holland,  and  Rrfidne,  fpoke  in  fa¬ 


vour  of  the  amendment ;  which, 
after  a  very  protracted  difcuffion, 
was  negatived  by  the  large  majo¬ 
rity  of  93  votes ;  there  being  for  it 
only  6y,  and  againft  it  160. 

The  addrefs  in  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  was  moved  by  lord  Newark 
and  feconded  by  Mr.  Hall.  Lord 
Howick,  who  moved  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  fame  purport  as  that 
which  had  been  brought  forward 
in  the  lords  by  earl  Fortefcue, 
fpoke  at  great  length  on  the  in¬ 
conveniences  of  the  recent  diftolu- 
tion,  and  the  fubjeHs  connected 
with  it  ;  particularly  the  lofs  of 
all  bills,  both  public  and  private, 
the  expenfes  incident  to  which  had 
been  in  a  great  degree  incurred ; 
the  want  of  an  appropriation  aft 
for  difpofmg  of  the  money  voted 
for  the  different  fervices;  and, 
above  all,  the  annihilation  of  the 
committee  of  finance.  The  chan« 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  in  anfwer 
to  lord  Howick,  ftated  the  remedies 
meant  to  be  applied  to  the  evils  of 
which  the  noble  lord  had  com¬ 
plained.  He  faid,  that  the  fees 
attendant  on  renewed  private  bills 
would  be  remitted  by  the  known 
liberality  of  the  officers  of  the 
houfe  ;  and  that  he  himfelf  in¬ 
tended  to  make  a  propofition, 
which  would  relieve  the  perfons 
aggrieved  from  the  frefh  expenfe  of 
bringing  up  witneffes.  ’  He  ob- 
ferved,  that  feveral  of  the  money- 
bills  contained  claufes  of  appropria¬ 
tion  in  themfelves ;  and  finally, 
that  the  proceedings  of  the  laft 
committee  of  finance  might  be 
handed  over  to  the  revived  one. 
Thus,  a  bill  of  indemnity  only 
would  be  neceffary  for  minifters, 
on  account  of  their  having  taken 
on  themfelves  to  continue  the  pro- 
vifions  of  the  American  treaty, 

which 
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which  had  expired  while  parliament 
did  not  fit. 

The  re-inftatement  of  fo  many 
infpeding  field  officers  of  volun¬ 
teers,  at  a  charge  of  nearly  40,000-!. 
a>year,  was  objected  to  by  lord 
Howiek,  who  was  anfwered  by  Mr, 
Perceval  with  a  recrimination  of 
Isis  lordlhip  and  his  colleagues,  for 
having  nominated  three  hundred 
Ibrveyors  of  taxes ;  whofe  appoint¬ 
ment,  however,  it  appeared  had 
,  never  taken  place.  In  reply  to  a 
ftrong  attack  made  upon  lord  Mel¬ 
ville  by  lord  Milton,  who  upbraided 
sisimfters  with  i(  having  recalled  to 
his  ma jelly’s  councils  profligacy 
asnd  corruption,”  Mr.  R.  Dundas 
laid,  that  he  ihould  long  fmce  have 
moved  to  refcind  the  refolutions 
atgainff  his  noble  relative,  if  he  had 
not  thought  the  acquittal  by  his 
peers  had  annulled  them.  Being 
then  called  upon  to  (i  move,”  he 
declared  that  he  fhould  not  do  fo  1 
Becafofe  the  noble  lord  in  queflion 
had  been  tried  by  a  competent 
tribunal,  and  all  that  the  neareft 
friend  could  require  had  been  per¬ 
formed.  Such  were  the  principal 
features  of  this  debate  ;  in  which 
Mr.  Windham,  Mr.  Grattan,  lord 
Foiling  ton,  Mr.  W.  Smith,  lord 
Temple,. lord  Henry  Petty,  and  Mr. 
Thomas  Grenville,  argued  for  the 
amendment ;  and  Mr.  Ryder,  Mr. 
Denis  Brown,  and  Mr,  Canning, 
for  the  original  motion.  A  divi- 
licm  took  place  at  half* pail  fix  the 
next  morning,  when  there  appeared 
for  the  add  refs  350,  and  for  the 
amendment  155,  leaving  a  majority 
in  favour  of  miniffers  of  195. 

On  the  27th  lord  Howiek  moved, 
fhat  an  account  fhould  be  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe,  of  all  the  private 
bills  pending  at  the  time  of  the 
diffolution  of  Parliament,  with  the 


feveral  flages  in  which  they  were 
on  the  27th  of  April,  and  of  thofe 
that  were  paffed,  with  the  exception 
of  receiving  the  royal  alien?.  This 
motion  was  agreed  to  ;  and  on  the 
29th  the  fpeaker  made  a  report  of 
them  ;  after  which,  Mr.  Perceval 
fubmitted  his  propofal  on  this  fub- 
jed.  He  faid,  that  the  officers  of 
the  houfe  had  agreed  to  advance 
thefe  bills  to  their  former  flages, 
without  any  additional  fees.  It 
only  remained,  therefore,  to  ob¬ 
viate  the  expenfe  of  agency,  and 
the  attendance  of  witneffes  in  town. 
He  confequently  wifhed,  that  in- 
ftruflions  fhould  be  given  to  the 
committee,  to  which  every  petition 
fora  private  bill  fhould  be  referred, 
to  enquire  whether  any  petitions 
had  been  prefen  ted  in  the  prefent 
feffion  from  the  fame  parties,  on 
the  fadne  points  ;  and  if  fo,  that  the 
minutes  of  evidence,  taken  before 
the  committee  on  the  former  peti¬ 
tion,  fhould  be  evidence  before  the 
new  committee  ;  and  fo,  in  like 
manner,  with  refpe<ffc  to  private 
bills,  founded  on  fuch  petitions, 
allowing  the  committee  to  call  for 
further  evidence,  if  neceffary.  He 
hoped,  that  the  inconveniences 
ariftng  from  the  late  event  would 
be  obviated  by  adopting  this  ar¬ 
rangement  ;  for  carrying  which 
into  effeft,  he  accordingly  moved 
his  refolutions. 

Mr.  Curwen  objected  to  this 
plan,  as  a  dangerous  precedent, 
which  by  affording  a  mode  of  re¬ 
lieving  the  private  difadvantages, 
refulting  from  fuch  a  flretch  of 
power  as  had  been  witneffed,  would 
always  render  it  eafy  to  a  minifler 
todiffolve  parliament  in  every  cafe, 
in  which  its  temper  and  difpofition 
might  be  adverfe  to  his  views.  He 
lamented  the  misfortunes  of  private 

individuals. 
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individuals;  but  though  he  wifhed 
to  alleviate  them,  he  could  not  con- 
fent  to  do  fo,  by  opening  a  door  to 
public  mifchief.  Lord  Howick 
contended,  that  the  remedy  went 
to  fufpend  and  repeal  for  the  time 
the  forms,  by  which  the  privileges 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  the 
rights  and  property  of  the  people, 
were  feeured  and  protected.  How¬ 
ever  highly  he  might  be  difpofed 
to  commend  the  liberality  of  the 
clerks,  it  was  not  pleafant  to  make 
the  houfe  and  the  country  dependent 
on  their  generofity.  A  fhort  dif- 
cuftion  afterwards  enfued  between 
Mr.  Baftard,  lord  Henry  Petty, 
Mr.  Rofe,  hr  John  Anftruther,  and 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer ; 
when  Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre  moved  an 
adjournment  till  the  next  day. 
This  quellion  was  loft  ;  and  the 
refolution  was  then  put  and  car¬ 
ried.  '-J 

Notwithftanding  the  friends  of 
the  former  adminiftration  had  buf¬ 
fered  fo  fignal  a  defeat  on  the  fir  ft 
day  of  the  feflion,  and  it  was  evi¬ 
dent  that  their  caufe  wras  hopelefs, 
a  vehement  conteft  arofe  in  the 
houfe  of  lords,  when  a  bill  was 
moved  for  indemnifying  his  ma- 
jefty's  fervants,  for  continuing  the 
provifions  of  the  American  trade 
bill,  which  had  expired  during  the 
recefs.  It  is,  however,  perfectly 
unneceffary  to  give  a  fketch  of  the 
debate,  as  it  was  almoft-  wholly 
confined  to  the  fubjed  of  the  late 
diffolution  of  parliament.  The  bill 
was  ultimately  carried,  but  it  was 
ardently  difcuffed  in  its  progrefs. 

When  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  on  the  30th,  moved  the 
renewal  of  the  finance  committee, 
he  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  enlarge 
the  number  of  it  beyond  25,  of 
which  it  had  originally  confided, 


becaufe  that  was  the  greateft  num¬ 
ber  that  could  conveniently  affem- 
ble  for  bufmefs  ;  but  he  meant  to 
exclude  fome  of  the  former  members 
of  it,  in  order  to  introduce  others# 
for  the  more  impartial  conftitutioti 
of  the  committee.  The  five,  who 
had  been  removed  by  the  event  of 
the  general  election,  were  not  fufH- 
cient  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  the 
houfe  would,  in  its  difcretion,  de¬ 
cide  upon  the  queftion.  It  was 
alfo  his  intention  to  recommend, 
that  the  committee  fhould  be  ap¬ 
pointed  openly,  in  preference  to  a 
ballot.  He  had  ftated  the  neceflity 
of  making  fome  change  in  it,  be¬ 
caufe  there  were  many  ads  of  the  lad: 
adminiftration,  which  would  be 
fubjeds  of  enquiry.  The  late  fer¬ 
vants  of  his  majefty  had  expreffed 
themfelves  very  much  averfe  to  the 
grant  of  places  in  reverfion ;  a  fhort 
time,  however,  before  they  refigned 
their  polls,  they  had  appointed  per- 
fons  to  two  offices  in  reverfion  of  a 
rnoft  extraordinary  nature.  He  al¬ 
luded  to  the  nomination  of  a  col- 
ledor  and  of  a  furveyor  of  cuftoms 
in  the  port  of  Beanos  Ayres,  a  place 
not  then  in  his  majefty ’s  poffeffton. 
Thefe  were  reverfionary  grants  to 
take  effed  on  an  uncertain  contin¬ 
gency,  and  made  by  thofe  gentle¬ 
men  who  appeared  fo  nice  on  this 
point.  Mr.  Perceval  next  noticed 
the  nomination  of  the  three  hundred 
furveyors  of  taxes ;  but  it  was 
evinced,  bv  his  own  ftatement,  that 
the  meafure  had  been  recommended 
by  the  commiffoners  of  taxes  in 
March  1 806,  and  that  it  had  never 
aduallybeen  carried  intoexecution. 
Another  poll,  he  faid,  was  created 
by  the  former  adminiftration,  that 
of  gazette-writer  for  Scotland, 
with  a  falary  of  300I.  per  annum. 
This  qfhee  had  been  before  divided 

between 
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between  the  editors  of  three  news¬ 
papers,  and  was  performed  by  them 
without  any  expenfe  to  the  public* 
though  they  made  a  profit  of  200I. 
a-year  by  the  fale  of  their  papers ; 
and  they  were  turned  out  of  their 
employment,  merely  that  the  fitua- 
tion  might  be  given  to  the  gentle, 
man  who  now  held  it.  He  would 
not  dwell  in  detail  on  all  the  ads 
of  the  late  minifters ;  but  he  was 
at  a  lofs  to  underftand,  what  they 
could  mean  by  the  eftablilhment  of 
a  profefforof  medical  jurifprudenee 
in  Scotland.  There  had  alfo  been 
three  new  fheriffs  appointed  in 
that  part  of  the  kingdom,  with 
Salaries  of  250I.  and  300I  a-year, 
where  the  duties  had  formerly  been 
executed  as  in  one  fhrievalty. 
Another  grant  equally  cenfurable, 
was  that  of  a  penfion  ©f  400I.  per 
annum  during  pleafure  to  a  Scotch 
judge.  This  meafure  had  certainly 
not  been  effected ;  but  that  was 
©wing  to  the  doubt  of  its  legality. 
Thefe  were  fome  of  the  ads  of  the 
former  minifters,  that  would  be 
fubmitted  to  the  committee ;  which 
ought,  therefore,  to  be  free  from 
any  bias.  Mr.  Perceval  read  the 
names  of  the  gentlemen,  whom  he 
propofed  to  include  in  it.  Thefe 
were, 

Mr.  Bankes, 

Mr.  Biddulph, 

Lord  Henry  Petty, 

Mr.  Grattan, 

Lord  A.  Hamilton, 

Mr.  H.  Thornton, 

Mr.  W.  Cavendith, 

Mr.  N.  Calvert, 

Mr.  Alderman  Combe, 

Mr.  Brogden,  and 
Mr.  T.  Baring, 

Who  were  on  the  former  eom« 
wit  tee. 


Mr.  Leycefler, 

Mr.  Alderman  Shaw, 

Mr.  Hawkins  Browne, 

Mr.  T.  Joddreil, 

Mr.  Hiley  Addington, 

Mr.  Richard  Wharton, 

Mr.  Rutherford, 

Mr.  Sumner, 

Mr.  Milnes, 

Mr.  P.  Carew, 

Mr.  Leflie  Fofter, 

Mr.  Ryder, 

Mr.  Ellifon,  and 
Mr.  Wigram, 

New  members, 

Mr.  Perceval  then  moved  the 
inflitution  of  a  committee  to  ex¬ 
amine  and  confider  what  regulations 
and  checks  had  been  eftablilhed,  in 
order  to  control  the  feveral  branches 
of  the  public  expenditure  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  how  far 
the  fame  had  been  effectual ;  and 
what  further  meafures  could  be 
adopted  for  reducing  any  part 
thereof,  or  diminilhing  the  amount 
offalaries  and  emoluments,  without 
detriment  to  the  public  fervice. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  faid,  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  prefaced 
his  motion  by  a  partial  ftatement 
of  fads.  When  he  had  charged 
the  late  fervants  of  the  crown  with 
appointing  a  colledor  for  the  port 
ot  Buenos  Ayres,  he  fhould  alfo,  in 
common  candour,  have  Hated,  that 
the  public  would  not  incur  any  ex- 
penfe  by  the  nomination,  till  the 
duties  of  the  office  were  adually 
performed.  Confiderable  inconve¬ 
nience  had  been  felt  for  the  want 
of  an  eftablilhment  for  colleding 
the  duties,  when  the  place  was  ftrft 
taken  ^  and  the  appointment  had 
been  made  to  guard  againft  a  fimilar 
evil,  in  cafe  the  fettlement  were 
recaptured.  Another  charge  was. 
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the  creation  of  an  office,  to  which 
fome  might  object,  but  which  was 
given  to  an  individual,  who  had 
devoted  a  long  life  of  difinterefted 
fervice  to  the  public;  and  who  had 
in  the  univerfity  of  Edinburgh  an 
income  of  only  130I.  per  annum. 
It  had  been  thought  a  better  mode 
to  provide  for  this  diftinguilhed 
and  meritorious  gentleman,  Mr. 
Dugald  Stuart,  by  giving  him  that 
place,  which  before  had  been  en¬ 
joyed  by  three  newfpaper- writers, 
than  by  a  peniion  ;  but  the  editors 
of  newfpapers  were  the  only  literary 
men,  whom  the  gentlemen  oppoiite 
wilhed  to  reward,  and  the  compofi- 
tion  of  newfpapers  the  only  fpecies 
of  literature  or  fcience,  which  they 
were  anxious  to  encourage  !  As  to 
the  peniion  to  a  Scotch  judge,  he 
had  heard  nothing  of  any  fuch 
grant.  He  Ihould  not  take  upon 
himfelf  to  fay,  that  there  was  no 
abufe  under  the  late  adminiftration  ; 
but  he  defired,  that  whatever  abufe 
might  be  found,  Ihould  be  fairly 
examined  and  rectified. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  Mr*. 
Boyle  (the  folicitor-general  for 
Scotland)  remarked,  that  the  place 
given  to  Mr.  Stuart  was  a  linecure 
and  reverfionary  grant  united,  fmce 
it  was  transferable  to  that  gentle¬ 
man’s  affignees ;  and  Mr.  Brand 
faid,  that  though  he  was  partial  to 
the  late  minifters,  if  any  charge 
fhould  be  brought  againft  them,  he 
would  be  the  firft  to  call  for  en¬ 
quiry  ;  but  when  he  looked  at  the 
treafury  bench,  and  faw  on  it  men, 
certainly  all  remarkable  for  talent, 
yet  of  whom  no  two  were  without 
penfions,  linecures,  and  reverfions, 
fettled  on  themfelves  or  their  fami¬ 
lies,  inveftigation  was  an  imperious 
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duty,  to  Ihow  how  they  and  their 
infants  had  become  polfelfedof  thole 
drains  from  the  public  purfe.  Mr® 
Canning  dwelt  in  a  ft  rain  of  pe¬ 
culiar  farcafm  on  the  appointments 
made  by  the  former  government, 
which  had  been  noticed  by  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  ;  and, 
in  anfwer  to  lord  Henry  Petty’s 
comment  on  the  attachment  of  the 
prefent  minifters  to  the  editors  of 
newfpapers,  demanded,  if  there  had 
not  been  a  perfon  of  that  de¬ 
scription*,  who  had  long  devoted 
his  fervices  to  the  gentlemen  oppo- 
lite,  appointed  by  them  fecretary 
to  the  barrack-board  ?  Mr.  Can¬ 
ning  having  been  alked  by  Mr. 
Curwen,  whether  he  himfelf  did 
not  enjoy  a  peniion,  admitted  that 
when  he  retired  from  the  office  of 
under  fecretary  of  ftate,  Mr.  Pitt 
and  lord  Grenville  propofed  to 
make  a  provifion  for  him,  whicfi 
he  had  accepted ;  and  had  fettled 
one  half  of  it  on  himfelf,  and  the 
other  on  two  very  near  and  deaf 
relations,  who  were  dependent  for 
their  fubfiftence  on  his  labours. 

Mr.  Bankes  argued  ftrongly  for 
the  re-appointment  of  the  former 
members  of  the  committee,  whofe 
zeal,  ability,  induftry,  and  integ¬ 
rity,  made  him  regret  that  one  of 
their  names  fhould  be  omitted,. 
There  was  alfo  one  point,  upon 
which  the  late  committee  had  not 
made  up  their  minds;  and,  there¬ 
fore,  it  was  but  juftice,  that  an  op¬ 
portunity  fhould  be  given  them  to 
enable  them  to  come  to  a  final  de¬ 
termination  5  and  this  point  was  a 
difcovery  of  fome  abufe  in  the  of¬ 
fice  of  the  pay m after  general.  At 
the  time  when  that  difcovery  was 
made,  there  was  no  apprehenfion 


Mr.  Perry,  the  editor  of  the  Morning  Chronicle. 


that 
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tlmt  parliament  would  be  fuddenly 
diflblved.  Under  the  idea  that  they 
were  likely  to  fit  ranch  longer,  they 
came  to  a  refolution  not  to  deliver 
in  their  report  on  it,  until  they 
fhould  have  hit  upon  the  means, 
which  would  be  moft  likely  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  recurrence  of  fimilar  abufes 
in  future.  Nothing  farther  of  any 
importance  occurred  in  this  debate ; 
in  which,  as  Mr.  Bankes  juftly  ob- 
ferved,  the  charges  and  recrimina¬ 
tions  brought  forward  were  likely 
to  degrade  all  public  men  in  the 
eyes  of  the  community.  An  at¬ 
tempt  was  made  to  exclude  Mr. 
Leycefter  from  the  committee  by 
lord  Howick,  which  failed  on  a 
divifion  of  the  houfe ;  and  Mr. 
Biddulph  propofed  to  infert  the 
name  of  lir  Francis  Burdett  in  the 
lift,  but  his  motion  was  negatived. 
The  committee  was  then  confti- 
futed  according  to  the  fuggeftions 
of  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer. 

On  the  2d  of  July,  Mr.  Adam 
called  the  attention  of  the  houfe  to 
the  eftabliftiment  of  the  deputy 
fnerifts  in  Scotland,  and  lord  Cul¬ 
len's  penfton.  He  entered  into  a 
defcription  of  the  office  of  fherifF- 
depute.  It  was  a  local  jurifdi&ion 
he  obferved,  of  the  higheft  im¬ 
portance  ;  and  one  in  which  it  was 
extremely  necefiary,  that  the  duty 
(hould  be  performed  with  as  much 
difpatch  as  poffible.  The  fhrieval- 
ties  of  Sutherland  and  Caithnefs 
were  anciently  united  ;  but,  in 
confequence  of  the  inacceffibility  of 
the  former  county,  it  had  been 
deemed  necefiary  to  feparate  them, 
and  to  appoint  a  fherifr  for  each. 
This  occahoned  an  expenfe  of  350I. 
a-year.  Sutherland  was  a  county 
containing  26,000  inhabitants,  and 
he  appealed  to  ail  who  knew  Scot¬ 


land,  whether  the  creation  of  a  fe¬ 
parate  fheriff- depute  did  not  {land 
recommended  on  grounds  of  public 
advantage.  He  then  explained  the 
fiuuation  of  the  counties  of  Kinrofs 
and  Clackmannan,  neither  of  which 
had  a  fheriff-depute.  It  became, 
therefore,  necefiary  to  remedy  thefe 
evils ;  and,  on  the  principle  of 
public  utility,  fheriffs-depute  were 
nominated  for  both  the  diftrhfts. 
Mr.  Adam  next  proceeded  to  the 
cafe  of  lord  Cullen.  He  was  the 
fon,  the  honourable  member  Hid,  of 
the  celebrated  phyfician  who  was 
the  principal  ornament  of  the  medi¬ 
cal  fchool  in  Edinburgh.  Dodlor 
Cullen  had  died  poor,  and  his  fon 
had  become  entangled  in  his  em- 
barrafiments,  though  in  what  man¬ 
ner  Mr.  Adam  did  not  fatisfaftoriiy 
explain.  Lord  Cullen  was  an  ele¬ 
gant  fcholar,  a  profound  lawyer, 
and  an  accomplifhed  gentleman. 
He  had  given  up  two  thirds  of  his 
falary  as  judge,  to  pay  debts  which 
he  had  not  himfelf  contra&ed.  The 
defign  of  giving  him  a  penfton 
originated  with  Mr.  Pitt's  admi¬ 
nistration  in  1805;  but  when  his 
majefty's  late  fervants  came  into 
power,  lord  Cullen  wrote  to  him 
s  (Mr.  Adam)  requefting  him  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  fupport  the  grant,  which 
had  fuftered  a  good  deal  of  official 
delay,  and  was  not  completed  until 
a  fhort  time  before  the  former  mi- 
nifters  had  reiigned.  The  penfton 
applied  for,  was  one  of  400I  a-year 
for  his  own  life,  with  a  reverfion 
of  200I.  per  annum  to  Mrs.  Cullen,, 
his  wife.  The  warrant  was  made 
out,  as  he  was  convinced  by  a  mere 
miftake  of  'he  clerk,  for  a  penfton 
during  pleafure,  with  the  reverfion 
of  200I.  a-year.  This  was  a  blun¬ 
der  on  the  face  of  it,  as  there  could 
be  no  reverfion  of  a  penfton  during 
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pleafure.  He  admitted,  that  it 
would  be  contrary  to  law  to  give  a 
judge  a  pendon  during  pleafure; 
but  he  contended,  that  there  was 
no  ground  for  fuch  a  fuppodtion, 
which  had  been  can  fed  entirely  by 
a  clerical  error.  The  barons  of 
the  exchequer  in  Scotland  were 
then  employed  in  confidering  the 
fubjed ;  and  he  deeply  regretted, 
that  it  had  been  mentioned  in  the 
koufe  of  commons,  before  their  re¬ 
port  had  been  made.  As  it  was, 
he  thought  it  his  duty  to  move, 
that  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefen  ted 
to  his  majefty  for  the  production  of 
all  the  documents  relative  to  thefe 
appointments. 

The  motion  was  not  oppofed, 
although  the  lord  advocate  of  Scot¬ 
land  condemned  the  inftitution  of 
the  fheriffs-depute,  as  wantonly  ex., 
penfive  ;  and  the  creation  of  the 
two  new  profefforfliips  in  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Edinburgh.  Mr.  Coch¬ 
rane  Johnftone  and  Mr.  R.  Dundas 
followed  on  the  fame  fide.  lyir. 
Charles  Wynn  and  Mr.  Laing  de¬ 
fended  the  propriety  of  the  profef- 
forfhips;  and,  after  a  few  words 
from  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer,  Mr.  Canning,  Mr.  Rofe,  Mr. 
Windham,  and  Mr.  Adam  in  re¬ 
ply,  the  difcuflion  clofed. 

On  the  fame  day,  the  fecretary 
fit  war  informed  the  houfe,  that  he 
did  not  feel  it  neceflary  to  prefent 
any  frefti  army  eilimates.  He  had 
only  to  ftate,  that  there  was  a  fmall 
increafe  in  our  regular  force,  dnce 
the  laid  eilimates  had  been  brought 
forward  ;  and  that  there  would  be 
fome  augmentation  of  expenfe,  on 
Account  of  the  infpedting  field  offi¬ 
cers,  and  the  additional  pay  to  be 
granted  to  certain  claftes  of  the 
volunteers,  which,  however,  the 
n\oney  already  voted  would  be 
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fufficient  to  cover.  On  the  next 
day,  he  moved  the  refolutions  oa 
this  fubject,  which  were  carried* 
and  Mr.  Robert  Ward  alfo  de¬ 
clared,  that  the  navy  eilimates  were, 
with  little  variation,  the  fame  as 
the  lad.  He,  therefore,  moved  his 
refolutions,  as  Mr.  Aftiton  did 
thofe  for  the  ordnance,  which  were 
likewife  agreed  to.  For  the  dif¬ 
ferent  refolutions,  the  reader  is  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  appendix  to  the  chro¬ 
nicle. 

On  the  6th,  Mr.  Whitbread 
moved  for  the  conflitution  of  a 
committee  to  enquire  into  the  date 
of  the  nation.  He  grounded  his 
arguments  for  the  meafure,  on  the 
condition  of  the  fugar  colonies ; 
the  danger  to  which  the  fettlements 
in  India  were  expofed,  from  the 
diffatifsadlion  prevalent  amongft  the 
native  troops;  the  podure  of  Iridit 
affairs  ;  the  doctrines  maintained 
on  the  late  diffolution  of  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  the  difpodtion  of  the  prefent 
minifters ;  and  the  recal  of  lord 
Melville  to  his  majeftyfs  councils. 
All  thefe  points,  he  faid,  demanded 
invedigation.  The  motion  was 
redded  by  Mr.  Milnes  and  Mr. 
Wilberforce  ;  becaufe  the  propofed 
enquiry  would  be  vain,  deludve, 
and  even  dangerous.  The  queftiont 
was  fupported  by  Mr.  H.  A.  Her¬ 
bert,  lord  Milton,  Mr.  William 
Adam,  dr  Arthur  Pigott,  doctor 
Laurence,  dr  John  Newport,  and 
lord  Howick ;  and  oppofed  by  Mr. 
Henry  Smith,  Mr.  Bathurft,  and 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,. 
It  was  dnally  loft  by  a  majority  of 
1 86  in  favour  of  minifters. 

On  the  7th  lord  Cochrane,  after 
flating  that  it  was  proper  to  ftiow 
the  people,  that  there  was  nothing, 
in  the  character  and  habits  of  thofe 
who  coaipofed  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons. 
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mons,  which  ought  to  be  concealed, 
moved — “  that  a  committee  fhould 
be  appointed  to  enquire  into  and 
report  what  offices,  finecures,  or 
penfions,  fjpecifying  the  emoluments 
thereof,  were  enjoyed  by,  or  held 
in  truft  for,  any  member  of  the 
houfe,  his  wife,  defendants,  or  re¬ 
latives;  and  that  the  committee 
fhould  be  empowered  to  examine 
perfons,  papers,  and  records. ” 

Mr.  Bankes  thought  the  infer- 
mation,  which  the  noble  lord  wifh- 
ed  to  have,  defirable  in  many  re- 
fpe£ls ;  but  it  would  neither  be 
proper,  nor  practicable,  to  pafs  the 
order  in  its  prefent  fhape.  It  was 
invidious  and  indecorous  to  convey 
to  the  public  an  infinuation,  that 
members  of  parliament  were  influ¬ 
enced  by  the  thoughts  of  private 
advantage  to  themfelves  or  their 
dependents.  Mr.  Curwen  faid,  he 
had  hoped  that  the  motion  would 
pafs  without  a  diflentient  voice; 
and  Mr.  Whitbread  fuggefted,  that 
fince  there  was  no  doubt  of  opi¬ 
nions  prevailing  as  to  the  exigence 
of  much  corruption  in  the  houfe, 
the  motion  fhould  be  fo  framed  as 
to  refute  that  opinion  ;  or  at  leaf 
to  fhow  in  what  degree,  and  in 
what  inftance,  it  was  warranted. 
The  objeift  of  the  noble  lord  Teem¬ 
ed  to  be,  to  place  under  one  col¬ 
lected  view,  a  mafs  of  information 
now  detached,  and  in  many  cafes 
inacceffibie.  If  the  motion  were 
referred  to  the  committee  of  fi¬ 
nance,  with  an  inftruClion  to  in¬ 
quire  into,  and  report  on,  the  mat¬ 
ter  contained  in  it,  the  report 
would  probably  be  of  the  mol!  ufe- 
ful  defeription. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
faid,  that  no  oppofition  would  be 
made  to  the  motion,  if  the  noble 
lord  would  confent  to  have  it  mo* 


dified  according  to  Mr.  Whit* 
bread’s  idea ;  but  lord  Cochrane 
preferring  his  own  arrangement, 
Mr.  Whitbread  declared  that  he 
certainly  fhould  fupport  him  ;  and 
lord  Henry  Petty  announced  his  in¬ 
tentions  to  the  fame  effedl.  The 
houfe  had  been  unanimous,  that 
fome  meafure  of  the  kind  fhould  be 
adopted  ;  and  Mr.  William  Smith, 
Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr,  Lyttleton,  Mr. 
Wilberforce,  and  Mr.  Calcraft,  had 
expreffed  their  fentiments  to  that 
purpofe  ;  but  his  lordfnip’s  motion 
was  loft,  there  being  a  majority  of 
29  againft  it.  The  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  however,  after¬ 
wards  moved,  that  it  be  an  in- 
ftrudlion  to  the  committee  of  fi¬ 
nance  to  inquire  into  the  nature  of 
all  penfions,  places,  finecures,  and 
falaries,  arifing  from  the  public  re¬ 
venues  ;  and  to  afeertain  the  names 
of  the  perfons,  by  whom  they  were 
held,  with  the  exception  of  officers 
holding  commiffions  in  the  arm)r 
and  navy,  and  of  all  the  colledors 
of  taxes  and  revenue,  whofe  fala¬ 
ries  did  not  exceed  200I.  a-year.” 
Lord  Cochrane  propofed  as  an 
amendment,  that  the  inquiry  of 
the  committee  of  finance  fhould  be 
“  forthwith,”  and  that  it  fhould 
be  limited  to  the  places  and  fine- 
cures,  held  by  the  members  of  that 
houfe,  and  their  immediate  friends. 
Mr.  William  Smith  conceived  an 
order  of  the  houfe  to  every  public 
office,  to  produce  the  lifts  in  quef- 
tion  would  do  better,  than  to  adopt 
the  motion  as  it  now  flood.  He 
hoped  the  motion  would  be  fo 
worded  as  to  inftruft  the  committee 
immediately  to  proceed  in  the  bu- 
finefs ;  or  that  it  would  be  with¬ 
drawn,  and  the  papers  called  for  by 
the  order  of  the  houfe.  The  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  obferved, 
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that  he  had  at  firft  thought  of  this 
mode  of  proceeding;  but  it  had  oc¬ 
curred  to  him  afterwards,  that  the 
committee  might  be  able  to  direft 
the  attention  of  the  houfe  to  foine- 
thing  in  the  accounts,  which  might 
efcape  his  notice. 

Mr.  Whitbread  faid,  that  the 
noble  lord  unqueftionably  meant, 
that  there  ihould  be  exhibited,  dur¬ 
ing  the  prefent  fellion  of  parliament, 
a  lift  of  all  the  members  of  that 
houfe  holding  finecure  offices  and 
places  under  government ;  and  in 
that  way  liable  to  have  their  con¬ 
duct  influenced.  If  fuch  a  return 
were  not  made,  the  houfe  would 
difgrace  itfeif.  Thofe  who  re- 
fpe&ed  the  houfe  at  prefent,  would 
furmife  that  all  was  not  right ;  and 
thofe  who  already  fufpedled  it, 
would  have  their  fufpicions  con¬ 
firmed.  Mr.  Bankes,  in  juftice  to 
the  committee  of  finance,,  wifhed 
that  the  accounts  might  be  ordered 
to  be  laid  before  the  houfe,  as  it  was 
not  pra&icahle  for  the  committee 
to  make  a  report  in  this  feffion,  or 
perhaps  early  in  the  next ;  and 
therefore  any  delay  would  be  im¬ 
puted  to  them.  Mr.  Sheridan  re¬ 
marked,  that  after  what  had  fal¬ 
len  from  the  chairman  of  the  fi¬ 
nance  committee,  it  was  impoffible 
that  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  could  perfevere  in  his  motion, 
or  if  he  did,  that  the  houfe  would 
fupport  him  in  it ;  but  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  was  deceived 
in  his  opinion,  fince  Mr.  Perceval 
did  perfift  in  it,  and,  cn  adivifion, 
there  were  for  Mr.  Perceval’s  mo¬ 
tion  ioi,  and  for  lord  Cochrane’s 
amendment  60,  leaving  a  majority 
of  41. 

A  fubjett  introduced  to  the  no¬ 
tice  of  parliament  on  the  8th,  by 
Mr.  Cochrane  Johnftone,  although 
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it  led  to  no  debate,  deferves  to  be 
mentioned  j  becaufe  it  tends  to 
(how  the  very  laudable  purpofes* 
to  which  the  money,  arifing  from 
the  fale  of  commiffions  in  the  ar= 
my,  was  applied.  The  honourable 
member  moved  for  an  account  of 
all  fums  of  money,  that  had  been 
received  from  the  fale  of  commit 
fions,  which  at  any  time  became 
vacant  by  death,  difmiftion,  or  in 
confequence  of  the  promotion  o£ 
officers,  fince  the  year  1795  to  the 
exifting  period.  The  motion  was; 
granted,  but  it  appeared,  by  the 
ftatement  of  the  fecretary  at  war, 
that  the  money  was  appropriated 
to  the  half-pay  fund ;  and  for  re¬ 
lieving  the  families  of  meritorious 
officers,  who  might  fall  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  country.  By  this  ar¬ 
rangement,  fo  creditable  to  the 
commander-in-chief,  public  econo 
my,  and  the  private  advantage  of 
individuals,  were  ftudied  at  the 
expenfe  of  his  own  patronage ;  as 
the  bulk  of  commiffions  was  gene* 
rally  difpofed  of  by  purchafe. 

On  the  9th,  fir  Arthur  Wellef- 
ley  moved  for  l^ave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  the  fuppreffion  of  infur- 
redlions  in  Ireland,  the  objedl  of 
which  was  to  empower  the  lord- 
lieutenant  to  proclaim  counties  that 
were  in  a  ftate  of  difturbance  ;  and 
magiftrates  to  arreft  perfons  who, 
in  diftri&s  which  were  not  tranquil,, 
ihould  be  found  out  of  their  dwel¬ 
lings  between  the  rifing  and  fetting 
of  the  fun  ;  but,  in  order  to  pre¬ 
vent  hardfhips  to  the  fubjeft,  the 
bill  required,  that  perfons  fo  ar- 
refted  ihould  be  tried  at  the  quar¬ 
ter  feffions,  by  the  magiftrates  and 
an  affiftant  barrifter,  aided  by  a 
king’s  counfel,  who  was  to  be  a 
ferjeant  fpecially  fent  down  for  that 
purpofe.  Befides  this  bill,  fir  Ar- 
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thur  faid,  he  meant  to  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  another,  to  pre¬ 
vent  improper  people  keeping  arms, 
by  obliging  all  individuals  to  re- 
gifter  their  arms,  and  to  author ife 
the  iaagiflrates  to  fearch  for  thofe 
that  were  not  regiftered.  Bills  of 
the  fame  nature,  he  declared,  had 
been  prepared  by  his  predecefibr, 
and  the  only  difference  between  the 
bill  relating  to  infurredions  of  the 
late  fecretary  for  Ireland,  and  that 
which  he  fhould  fubmit  to  the 
jhoufe  was,  that  his  predeceffors 
-gave  a  negative  to  the  king’s  coun¬ 
sel  or  ferjeant,  which  he  defigned 
take  from  him,  as  it  appeared 
to  him,  that  fuch  a  negative  would 
render  the  meafure  nugatory.  He 
intended,  however,  to  fubhitute  a 
el  aufe  which  fhould,  in  cafe  of  any 
difference  between  the  ferjeant  and 
the  bench,  fufpend  the  execution  of 
.what  might0  be  decided  by  the  ma. 
giflrates,  till  the  ferjeant  fhould 
have  reported  the  matter  to  the 
lord  lieutenant. 

When  the  bill  for  fupprefling  in- 
flirredions  was  committed,  fir  John 
Newport  dated,  that  grofs  abufes 
had  prevailed  in  fearching  houfes, 
.under  the  powers  of  a  former  ad; 
paflfed  for  a  purpofe  fimilar  to 
the  intent  of  the  one  under  dif- 
cuffion,  particularly  with  refped 
to  females,  who  had  been  indecently 
outraged.  He  wifheil  therefore  to 
propofe,  by  way  of  amendment,  in 
the  claufe  refpeding  the  fearch  of 
houfes  after  fun-fet,  that  the  maNf- 
trates  fhould  be,  in  fome  degree, 
refponfible  for  the  proper  condud 
of  the  perfons  employed  in  this 
office,  by  being  bound  in  a  penalty 
pf  iool.  to  fend  in  the  names  of 
the  fearchers  to  the  quarto/  feffions, 
within  eight  and  forty  hours  after 
they  fhould  have  been  fent  on  thp 


duty.  The  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  and  fir  Arthur  Wellefley 
had  no  objedion  to  the  principle  of 
this  amendment,  yet  defired  that  it 
might  be  delayed  till  the  report  of 
the  bill,  that  they  might  have 
time  to  confidet  whether  it  could 
be  adopted  confidently  with  the 
other  neceffary  objeds  of  it ;  but 
when  the  report  of  the  bill  was 
brought  up,  it  was  agreed  that  no 
penalty  fhould  be  enaded.  Mr. 
Croker  took  an  opportunity  of 
moving,  that (t  ten  minutes”  Ihould 
be  allowed  after  admittance  was 
demanded,  before  the  doors  of 
houfes  fhould  be  broken  open  ;  but 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  in 
lieu  of  thefe  words,  fuggefted  “  a 
reafonable  time.”  The  houfe  di¬ 
vided  on  the  queftion,  and  Mr* 
Perceval’s  motion  was  carried. 
A  long  and  fpirited  debate  took 
place  on  the  claufe  providing,  that, 
where  a  verdid  fhould  be  given  for 
the  plaintiff,  in  any  adion  brought 
againft  a  j  uffice  of  the  peace,  peace 
officer,  or  other  perfon,  for  taking, 
imprifoning,  or  detaining  any  in¬ 
dividual,  or  for  feizing  arms,  or 
entering  houfes,  by  authority  of 
the  ad,  and  it  fhould  appear  to  the 
j  udge,  before  whom  the  caufe  fhould 
be  tried,  that  there  was  a  probable 
caufe  for  doing  what  was  com¬ 
plained  of  in  Inch  legal  procefs, 
and  the  judge  fhould  certify  the 
fame  on  record,  that  the  plaintiff 
fhould  not  be  entitled  to  more  than 
6d.  damages,  nor  to  any  colls  of 
fuit.  The  claufe  was  oppofed  by 
Mr.  Brand,  Mr.  Whitbread,  Mr. 
Grattan,  fir  John  Newport,  lord 
Henry  Petty,  lord  Milton,  fir  Sa¬ 
muel  Romilly,  Mr.  Windham,  Mr. 
Morris,  and  fir  Arthur  Pigott ; 
and  fupported  with  reludance,  yet 
as  neceffary,  by  the  chancellor  of 

the 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [211 


the  exchequer,  the  attorney  general, 
Mr.  Boyle,  colonel  Vereker,  the 
folicitor  general,  and  general  Lof- 
tus.  It  was  carried  by  a  majority 
of  47.  Another  difcuflion  arofe 
on  the  term  for  the  continuance  of 
the  ad,  viz.  i(  two  years,  and  to 
the  end  of  the  next  enfuing  feflion  of 
parliament.’'*  The  duration  was  ob- 
jededtoby  fir  John  Newport,  Mr. 
Windham,  and  Mr.  Grattan,  on 
the  principle  that,  by  (hortening 
the  term  of  the  bill,  a  pledge  would 
be  given  to  the  Irifh  people  of  the 
regret,  with  which  parliament  im¬ 
peded  fuch  an  ad  on  them.  The 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  was 
decidedlyof  opinion,  that  theclaufe 
ought  to  pafs  in  its  prefent  ftate; 
becaufe  it  was  not  probable  that  the 
neceflity,  which  called  for  the  bill, 
would  foon  ceafe.  This  claufe  was 
alfo  voted.  Both  the  bills  brought 
forward  by  fir  Arthur  Wellefley 
were  fubfequently  paired,  and  al¬ 
though  there  had  been  much  op- 
pofition  to  various  parts  of  them, 
Mr.  Grattan  and  all  the  I rifh 
members  admitted  the  abfolute  ne¬ 
ceflity  of  the  meafures  in  fome  fhape, 
as  there  was  no  doubt,  that  trea¬ 
sonable  meetings  exifted  in  Ireland, 
for  the  purpofe  of  organizing  a 
force  to  aflift  the  French.  The 
bills  were  likewife  lirongly  ani¬ 
madverted  on  by  lord  Holland  in 
the  houfe  of  peers,  but  they  went 
through  their  feveral  ftages  without 
any  divifions  on  the  principle  of 
them. 

Orr'  the  15th,  the  houfe  having 
refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of 
fupply,  Mr.  Fofter,  on  moving  that 
the  fum  of  1 3,000!.  be  granted  for 
defraying  the  expenfes  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  feminary  at  May- 
nooth  in  Ireland,  faid,  that  the 
additional  fum  of  5,000k  by  which 


double  the  ufual  number  of  catholic 
clergy  would  be  educated,  had  been 
voted  by  the  laft  parliament,  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  former 
minifters.  After  enquiry  it  had 
been  found,  that  a  considerable  part 
of  the  fum  had  already  been  ad¬ 
vanced,  and  that  the  bidding* 
were  in  a  great  ftate  of  forward, 
nefs ;  therefore,  if  the  vote  were 
now  reduced  to  its  original  ftate, 
the  8,oool.  which  had  been  ufual ly 
devoted  to  the  purpofes  of  the  col¬ 
lege,  would  be  much  infringed  upon 
by  thefe  circumftances.  It  was  on 
this  account,  that  he  now  propofed 
the  fum  of  13,000k  to  be  voted; 
but  he  begged  to  be  underftood,  as 
by  no  means  pledging  himfelf  to 
repeat  fuch  a  propofition  in  any 
fucceeding  year.  After  fome  com¬ 
ments  by  Mr.  Elliott,  Mr.  Wind¬ 
ham,  Mr.  Parnell,  the  chancellor  o£ 
the  exchequer,  lord  Henry  Petty, 
fir  John  Newport,  and  lord  Hawick* 
the  refolution  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  2  2d,  lord  Caftlereagh 
called  the  attention  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  to  the  military  meafures, 
which  he  thought  it  right  to  pro- 
pofe.  He  obferved,  that  if  the  late 
ailminiftration  allowed,  when  they 
went  out  of  office,  that  the  military 
ftrength  of  the  country  was  inade- 
quate,  it  was  much  more  fo  at  pre¬ 
fent,  the  interefts  of  Great  Britain 
being  at  ftake  in  every  quarter  j 
and  if  it  were  meant  to  have  a 
bona  fide  addition  to  the  public 
force,  it  was  perfectly  illufory  to 
depend  on  ordinary  recruiting;  in 
truth,  therefore,  he  faid  fome  plan 
mull  be  reforted  to,  to  raife  the 
army  to  the  ftandard  that  was  de-- 
manded.  He  admitted  that  he  had 
not  made  any  great  difeovery,  for 
he  had  purpofely  avoided  all  theo¬ 
retical  attempts  on  military  affairs* 
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which  he  deemed  particularly  un- 
ad  vifable  during  a  war.  There 
feemed  to  be  only  this  fimple  al¬ 
ternative  on  which  parliament  could 
decide :  if  a  great  number  of 
men  were  to  be  raifed  for  the  army 
by  ballot,  it  mull  be  either  diredlly 
for  the  regular  forces,  or  for  the 
militia,  with  the  view  of  drawing 
from  the  latter  that  aid,  which  the 
incomplete  regiments  of  the  line 
required.  It  was  true,  that  the 
army-of-referve-ad,  which  raifed 
men  by  ballot  for  the  troops  of  the 
line,  had  been  highly  beneficial  in 
a  fhort  fpace  of  time  ;  but  the  clr- 
cumftances  of  the  country  wrere  ex¬ 
tremely  different  from  thofe  in 
which  it  flood,  when  that  bill  was 
,pafTed.  Juft  before  the  former  pe¬ 
riod,  the  militia  had  been  balloted 
for,  and  was  complete  ;  at  prefent, 
the  terms  of  its  fervice  had  nearly 
expired,  and  would  terminate  with 
the  conclufion  of  the  war.  What¬ 
ever  fupplies,  therefore,  were  now 
drawn  from  the  militia  for  the 
army,  would  confift  of  men  whofe 
fervices  would  otherwife  be  ap¬ 
proaching  to  an  end ;  while  the 
new  levies,  to  fill  up  the  deficiency 
thus  occafioned  in  the  militia, 
would  be  compofed  of  individuals 
commencing  a  term  of  fervice  for 
five  years.  lie,  confequently,  pre¬ 
ferred  to  obtain  the  men  through 
the  medium  of  the  militia  ;  and 
the  country  would  thus  have  a 
military  protection,  ready  for  a 
new  war  or  any  other  emergency, 
and  would  enjoy  a  diminution  of 
thofe  burthens,  which  muft  be  in¬ 
curred  by  any  other  method,  at  the 
eftablifhment  of  a  peace.  Having 
duly  weighed  thefe  points,  he  in¬ 
tended  that  all  the  men  thenferving 
in  the  militia,  who  formed  a  furplus 
«b9ve  three  fifths  of  it  in  England, 


and  one  half  of  it  in  Ireland,  fliould 
be  transferred  to  the  line.  By  this 
arrangement,  about  twenty-eight 
thoufand  men  would  be  gained.  As 
the  law  then  flood,  his  majefty  was 
empowered  to  call  on  the  counties 
for  a  fupplementary  militia  of 
twenty-four  thoufand  men  in  Great 
Britain,  the  number  of  the  fupple¬ 
mentary  militia  being  exactly  half 
that  of  the  common  militia  ;  but  it 
had  been  held  expedient  to  call  on 
the  counties  for  a  fupplementary 
militia  and  a  half,  making  thirty- 
fix  thoufand  men,  befiaes  eight 
thoufand  for  Ireland.  Allowing 
for  the  neceffary  wafte,  this  mode 
would  add,  at  leaft,  thirty-eight 
thoufand  men  to  the  grofs  militia 
of  the  country,  and  twenty-eight 
thoufand  men  to  the  army  ;  leaving 
with  the  former,  a  large  body  of 
fupernumeraries  fufficient  for  a  long 
period  to  releafe  the  {landing  army, 
from  any  embarraffments  which  a 
ballot  muft  occafion;  and  when 
peace  fhould  arrive,  inftead  of 
having  no  militia  at  all,  the  coun¬ 
try  would  poffefs  thirty-fix  thou¬ 
fand  men,  and  would  only  have  to 
raife  the  difference  between  that, 
number  and  the  full  eftablifhment, 
namely,  forty,  eight  thoufand.  He 
thought  it  would  be  judicious,  tft 
give  to  the  men  the  choice  whe¬ 
ther  they  would  enlift  for  life  or< 
not,  with  an  increafed  bounty, 
neverthelefs,  if  they  entered  for 
life.  He  concluded,  by  moving 
to  bring  in  a  bill,  for  the  purpofe« 
which  he  had  explained. 

This  bill,  though  it  eventually 
paffed  into  a  law,  called  forth  much 
difcuffion  in  its  various  flages 
through  both  houfes,  in  which  every 
argument,  that  had  been  formerly 
advanced  upon  the  different  fyftenrs 
of  recruiting  the  army,  was  re¬ 
peated  5 
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jfeated;  and  which  it  would  be 
ufelefs  to  enumerate — indeed  im- 
poflible,  confidently  with  the  na¬ 
ture  of  this  work  ;  the  object  of 
which  is,  rather  to  give  a  hiftory 
of  the  bufinefs  tranftr&ed  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  than  to  enter  into  the  de¬ 
tails  of  every  debate. 

On  the  28  th,  Mr.  Canning 
brought  down  a  meffage  from  his 
majefty,  acquainting  the  houfe  that 
he  had  entered  into  fubfidiary  en¬ 
gagements  with  the  king  of  Swe¬ 
den,  that  his  minider  to  the  king 
ot  Pruffia  had  advanced  to  the  lat¬ 
ter  monarch  the  fum  of  ioo,oool., 
and  that  his  majedy  had,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  Polifh  campaign, 
furnifhed  the  Pruffian  government 
with  fupplies  of  arms,  and  other 
military  dores,  to  the  amount  of 
2oo,oool.,  truding  that  the  houfe 
would  make  good  the  fame.  Mr. 
Canning,  in  moving  that  the  mef¬ 
fage  fhould  be  referred  to  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  fupply,  dated  that  one  of 
the  treaties  mentioned,  was  with 
the  king  of  Sweden,  by  which  it 
had  been  agreed  to  pay  for  furnilh- 
ing  a  further  contingent  of  men, 
for  the  defence  of  Swedifh  Pome¬ 
rania  and  Stralfund.  The  number 
before  employed  for  thofe  purpofes 
was  fourteen  thoufand  men,  and  it 
was  intended  to  make  an  addition 
of  four  thoufand,  who  were  to  be 
paid  for  at  the  fame  rate  as  the 
others.  Mr.  Canning’s  motion  was 
carried ;  and,  on  the  id  of  Augud, 
a  vote  of  credit  amounting  to 
4,500,000!.  for  Great  Britain,  and 
500,0001.  for  Ireland,  was  alfo 
propofed  and  agreed  to,  after  fome 
oppofition  from  lord  Henry  Petty, 
fir  John  Newport,  and  Mr.  Wind¬ 
ham. 

An  unexpe&ed  circumdance  oc¬ 
curred  in  the  houfe  of  lords. 


[SI  3 

When  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
bill  for  preventing  the  grant  of 
offices  in  reverfion,  was  moved  on 
the  4th  of  Augud,  it  was  redded 
by  lord  Arden  and  vifcount  Mel¬ 
ville,  as  an  indecent  attack  on  the 
king’s  lawful  prerogative  ;  and  as 
a  proceeding  by  no  means  widied 
for  by  the  public,  or  from  which 
they  could  derive  any  advantage; 
dnce  the  places  would  remain* 
The  principle  of  the  bill  was  de¬ 
fended  by  earl  Grofvenor,  the  earl 
ot  Lauderdale,  and  the  lords  Hob. 
land  and  Boringdon.  They  con¬ 
tended,  that  it  was  fo  completely 
in  unifon  with  the  popular  feeling, 
that  it  would  be  unwife  to  rejefi 
it ;  and  as.it  was  the  only  meafure 
recommended  by  the  laft  committee 
of  finance,  and  his  majefty’s  fpeech 
had,  in  effect,  contained  an  approval 
of  it,  that  it  demanded  their  lord- 
Blips’  fupport.  Lord  Holland, 
conceiving  it  improper  to  difpofe 
of  a  bill  of  fuch  confequence,  in  a 
thin  houfe,  moved  an  adjournment 
without  effedL  The  bill  was  then 
read  a  fecond  time  ;  and  lord  Arden 
moved,-  that  it  fhould  be  read  a 
third  time  that  day  three  months  ; 
which  propofal  was  carried  without 
a  divifion,  and,  confequently,  the 
bill  was  loft.  This  being  the  cafe, 
Mr.  Bankes  gave  notice  in  the 
commons,  that  he  fhould  make  a 
motion  on  the  fubjeft,  and  on  the 
ioth  he  fubmitted  it  to  the  houfe. 
In  his  fneech,  the  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman  obferved,  that  there  was, 
at  the  prefent  time,  an  opportunity 
for  an  undue  diffipation  of  the 
royal  prerogative,  and  he  was  con¬ 
vinced  that  it  would  be  more  fully 
and  better  exercifed,  if  the  grant 
of  offices  in  reverfion  fhould  be 
reftrained,  in  the  manner  pointed 
out  by  the  bill  which  had  been. 
[®3] 


214]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1807. 


loft  ;  and  as  the  legifiative  raeafure 
had  failed,  and  what  had  before 
been  the  prerogative  might  now  be 
confidered  as  being  in  force,  he 
thought  it  the  duty  of  the  houfe  to 
add  refs  his  majefty-— “  that  he 
would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  not  to 
grant,  in  any  part  of  his  ma jelly’s 
dominions,  any  office,  place,  or 
emolument,  or  falary  in  reverlion, 
or  for  joint  lives  with  benefit  of 
furvivorftiip,  until  fix  weeks  after 
the  commencement  of  the  next 
feffion  of  parliament.”  Mr.  Bankes 
having  made  his  motion  to  this 
effiedl,  after  a  few  comments  from 
the  honourable  J.  W.  Ward,  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  lord 
Henry  Petty,  fir  John  Sebright, 
and  Mr.  Whitbread,  it  was  carried 
nem ,  ecu .  ,♦  and  it  was  ordered,  that 
the  addrefs  Ihould  be  prefented  to 
his  majefty,  by  fuch  members  of 
the  houfe  as  were  privy  coun-  - 
fellors. 

The  day  before  the  feffion  clofed, 
Mr.  Sheridan  made  an  eloquent 
appeal  to  the  houfe  of  commons  to 
induce  it  to  pafs  a  refolution,  that 
it  would  (<  immediately  on  the 
meeting  of  the  enfuing  feffion  of 
parliament,  proceed  to  take  into  its 
moll  ferious  and  folemn  confidera- 
tion,  the  ftate  and  condition  of 
Ireland,  in  the  anxious  hope  that 
fuch  meafures  and  remedies  might 
be  fafely  adopted,  in  regard  to  the 
difeontents  alleged  to  exift  in  that 
country,  as  might  render  unnecef- 
fary  the  continuance  of  thofe  pro- 
vifions  which  the  legiflature  of  the 
united  kingdom  had  deemed  it  ex¬ 
pedient  reluctantly  to  fandlion,  at 
the  clofe  of  the  prefent  feffion,  and 
the  permanence  of  which  would  be 
a  violation  of  the  rights  of  the 
people  of  Ireland,  and  a  fubverfion 
of  the  fpirit  and  practice  of  our  free 


conftitution.”  Great  part  of  Mr. 
Sheridan’s  fpeech  was  employed  to 
convey  a  perfuafion,  that  the  two 
bills,  of  which  an  account  has  been 
given,  were  palfed  without  a  due 
inquiry.  He -contended,  that  there 
were  four  fymptoms  of  loyalty  and 
attachment  to  Great  Britain  vifible 
in  Ireland  :  firft,  that  the  duke  of 
Bedford  had  been  able  to  quell  the 
late  difturbances  by  the  ordinary 
means  of  the  law  :  fecondly,  that 
though  the  reje&ion  of  the  Catholic 
bill,  after  hopes  had  been  enter¬ 
tained  of  the  fuccefs  of  that  pro¬ 
ceeding,  was  calculated  to  irritate 
the  public  mind,  there  prevailed  in 
Ireland  the  greateft  good  order  ; 
thirdly,  that  judge  Fox  had  con¬ 
gratulated  the  people  of  Tipperary 
upon  the  peaceful  ftate  of  the 
county  :  and  fourthly,  that  little 
difturbance.  was  really  apprehended 
in  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom, 
becaufe  the  German  legion,  which 
was  fent  thither  to  preferve  it  from 
fedition,  had  been  embarked  for 
the  continent.  It  was  pretended, 
he  faid,  that  the  a&s  of  parliament 
of  which  he  difapproved,  were 
only  to  continue  for  a  certain  time  2 
that  they  merely  involved  a  fuf. 
penfion  of  the  conftitution,  in 
which  the  people  had  a  reverfionary 
intereft  ;  but  he  did  not  know 
when  the  fufpenfion  was  to  ceafe. 
It  began  in  1795,  fince  then  it  had 
endured  without  interruption,  ancf 
the  leafe  of  it  had  juft  been  renewed 
for  three  years  longer.  What  mi- 
nifters  meant  to  do  with  refpeft  to 
Ireland,  was  difficult  to  divine. 
They  promifed,  to  be  fure,  to  re^ 
ftore  the  conftitution,  and  to  do 
many  other  things  ;  but  the  people 
of  Ireland  knew  by  whom  the 
romife  was  made.  They  remem- 
ered  thofe  who  promifed  fo  much 
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at  the  time  of  the  union,  and  who 
never  kept  their  word  in  any  one 
point.  The  parent  prefen  ted  a 
favour  to  the  view  of  the  child, 
but  declined  to  give  it,  left  the 
child  ihould  fpoil  it.  Thus  pre¬ 
cisely  were  the  people  of  Ireland 
trifled  with  as  to  engagements, 
and  thus  were  thofe  engagements 
fulfilled !  The  moft  important  di- 
vilion  of  Mr.  Sheridan’s  remarks, 
related  to  the  Catholic  bills  that 
had  been  dropped  by  the  late  ml- 
niftry.  He  thought  “  they  (the 
minifters)  had  begun  at  the  wrong 
end.  They  fhould  have  com¬ 
menced  the  redrefs  in  Ireland  at  the 
cottage,  in  ft  cad  of  the  park  and 
the  manfion.  To  have  gone  firft 
to  the  higher  order  of  catholics — - 
to  have  fought  to  make  them 
judges,  and  peers,  and  commoners, 
— would  rather  perhaps  haveferved 
to  aggravate  difcontent,  had  the 
plan  profpered,  fmce  it  might  have 
been  conftrued  into  a  defign  to 
divide  the  intereft  of  that  body. 
Sure  he  was,  that,  with  a  view  to 
ferve  or  conciliate  the  catholic  po¬ 
pulation — he  meant  the  poor,  the 
peafantry,  its  effedl  would  be  no¬ 
thing  ;  indeed,  it  would  be  a  mere 
mockery.  It  would  be  like  dref- 
fing  or  decorating  the  top-mafts  of 
a  (hip,  when  there  was  ten  feet 
water  in  the  hold  ;  or  putting  a 
laced  hat  on  a  man,  who  had  not  a 
fhoe  to  his  foot.  The  place,  to 
fet  out  .at  in  Ireland  for  the  relief 
of  the  people,  was  the  cottage. 
The  diftreffed  itate  of  the  peafantry 
muft  be  firft  confidered,  and,  above 
all,  the  tithes.”  The  laft  point 
was  fully  corroborated  by  Mr. 
Grattan,  who  faid — i(  Tithes  gave 
rife  to  the  hearts-of.fteel.  Tithes 
called  together  the  White-boys. 
Tithes  were  the  caufe  of  the  Peep- 


of-day-boys.  Tithes  were  the  caufe 
of  the  Threfhers.  Tithes  were  a 
kind  of  watch- word,  to  fumrnon 
the  oppreffed  to  make  a  common 
caufe  againft  their  oppreffors/"' 
Mr.  Grattan  vindicated  his  con- 
duff  in  fupporting  the  two  bills 
that  had  been  palled,  which  he 
confidered  the  ftate  of  Ireland  fo 
urgently  demanded,  “that  he  would 
have  voted  for  them,  had  he  been 
left  in  a  trifling  minority  —  nay* 
had  he  flood  alone,  he  would  have 
advocated  them-— the  ft tuation  of 
that  country  juftified  them.” 

Mr.  Dillon  fpoke  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Sheridan’s  motion,  as  did  Mr.r 
Windham,  although  he  difapproved 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  right 
honourable  mover  had  thrown  out 
fome  of  his  arguments  ;  becaufe 
he  was  afraid,  that  to  excite  Ire® 
land  to  difcontent,  was  like  fpur- 
ring  a  willing  horfe.  The  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  corre&ed 
the  notion  of  any  great  number  of 
troops  having  been  withdrawn 
from  Ireland,  as  there  were  in  that 
country  fifty  thoufand  men  of  the 
regular  army  and  militia  alone, 
independently  of  volunteers  ;  fo 
that  gentlemen  would  fee,  he  re¬ 
marked,  that  the  military  force 
had  not  been  reduced  in  an  im¬ 
proper  degree.  He  denied  that 
the  intereft  of  Ireland  had  ever 
been  treated  with  indifference.  He 
alfo  felt  confident,  that  the  houfe 
would,  at  all  times,  be  eager  to 
fhow  every  attention  to  that  part 
of  the  united  kingdom,  without  a 
pledge  on  the  fubjeft. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  muft  be  ad¬ 
mitted,  that  Mr.  Sheridan's  appeal, 
though  eloquent,  was  declamatory  ; 
and  was  even  much  furpafifed  in 
point  of  oratory  by  the  fpeech  of 
lord  William  Ruffell,  who  was  pe~ 
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enliarly  animated  on  this  occafion. 
Amongft  many  other  fentiments, 
pronounced  by  the  noble  lord,  the 
following  were  the  moft  remarka¬ 
ble  :  It  would  be  an  unwar¬ 

rantable  trefpafs  on  the  indulgence 
of  the  houfe,  to  go  into  a  detailed 
examination  of  the  plan,  on  which 
Ireland  had  been  governed,  lince 
her  conqueft  under  Henry  the  fe» 
cond  ;  and  deduce  a  reguxar  train 
of  confequences  from  a  perfeverance 
in  the  fame  line  of  condud  towards 
lier,  during  a  period  of  fix  hundred 
years ;  though  fuch  an  inveftiga- 
tion  would  undoubtedly  open  a 
field  of  reflexion,  from  which 
many  very  ufeful  leffons  might  be 
drawn.  We  had  throughout  only 
treated  her  as  a  conquered  country. 
We  had  never  appeared  even  to 
fuppofe  the  poffibility  of  her  inte-^ 
refts  being  identified  with  our  own, 
Inftead  of  nouriftiing  her  ftrength, 
as  an  addition  to  our  refources, 
with  the  fpftering  care  of  an 
anxious  parent  towards  a  child, 
we  had  exaded  her  fervice  as  a 
tafk-mafier  from  a  Have ;  and, 
confequently,  both  nations  had 
viewed  each  other,  with  the  na¬ 
tural  diftruft  of  perfons  {landing 
in  fo  odious  a  relation.  It  was 
necefTary,  however,  and  fufficient 
for  the  prefent  purpofe,  particularly 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  houfe 

to  the  hiftory  of  the  laft  eleven 
* 

years,  during  which  the  prefent 
laws  had  cxifted.  They  were  firft 
adopted,  he  believed,  for  four  years. 
Did  they  in  that  time  rernedy  the 
grievance  ?  Np.  They  were  then 
renewed  for  feven  $  ftill  the  condi¬ 
tion  qf  the  country  remained  the 
fame  ;  and  we  had  now  been  called 
upon  to  continue  them  for  three 
more?  We  had  had  fufficient  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  judge  of  the  tree,  by  the 


fruit  which  it  had  produced  %  aud 
furely,  it  was  now  time  to  abandon 
a  projed,  that  had  fo  indifputably 
failed.  Were  we  to  content  our- 
felves  with  ringing  the  changes  on 
the  number  of  years,  for  which 
fuch  meafures  were  to  be  palled ; 
and  fit  with  our  hands  before  us, 
in  thefe  times  of  danger,  patiently 
waiting  to  fee  different  effeds  flow 
from  the  fame  caufes  ?  He  feared 
thofe  who  encouraged  fuch  hopes, 
would  be  lamentably  difappointed- 

Ruxticus  expe&at  dum  dcfluat  amnls ;  at 
ille 

Labitur,  et  labetur  in  omne  voiubilis 
aevum. 

Nothing  Ihort  of  a  revolution  in 
the  whole  moral  world  could  bring 
about  fuch  a  ftate  of  things,  as  t® 
produce  fecurity  from  a  long  con¬ 
tinuance  of  rigour  and  reflridion  ; 
as  long  as  the  human  mind  remained 
as  it  was,  fo  long  would  force 
alienate  love,  and  oppreflion  en¬ 
gender  fadion,  tumult,  and  re¬ 
bellion.1* 

Whatever  might  be  the  opinion 
formed  of  the  noble  lord's  elo¬ 
quence,  it  was  not  in  the  power 
of  any  talent  to  alter  the  plain 
didates  of  good  fenfe  and  fober 
judgment  on  the  queftion  ;  for  it 
had  been  proved  by  the  evidence  of 
every  gentleman,  whofe  local  inform 
mation  gave  weight  to  wha  the  ad¬ 
vanced,  that  the  condition  of  Ire¬ 
land  unhappily  was  fuch,  as  to  ex¬ 
tort  from  prudence  and  patriotifm 
fome  ad  to  proted  the  common 
welfare  of  that  part  of  the  empire  ; 
and  as  to  the  pledge  required  by 
Mr,  Sheridan’s  motion,  unlefs  it 
had  been  retrained  to  the  objeds 
fo  properly  pointed  out  by  him,  it 
could  only  have  tended,  under  all 
the  circumftances  of  the  cafe,  to 
create  difappointment,  and  ulti¬ 
mately 
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lately  to  produce  animofity.  The 
houfe  divided  on  the  motion,  when 
there  were  for  it  33,  and  againft 
it  76. 

On  the  14th  of  Auguft,  parlia- 
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ment  was  prorogued.  The  fpeech 
delivered  by  his  majefty’s  com- 
miflioners  will  be  found  amongft 
the  ftate  papers  of  the  year. 


CHAP.  XII. 


Condition  of  Turkey ,  Difpute  of  the  Porte  with  the  Servians;  Confe  queue es 
thereof  \  Mutiny  in  the  army  of  the  Grand  Pizier.  Reafons  which  induced 
the  reigning  Sultan  to  improve  the  infitution  of  the  Nizami-gedid .  Im¬ 
prudence  of  the  Grand  Seignior.  Revolution  at  Co?i/iant,inople .  Selim 
III .  depofed ;  and  his  Nephew ,  Muftapha ,  advanced  to  the  throne • 
Scarcity  of  prcrviflons  in  the  capital .  Engagement  between  the  Turkijb  and 

Ruffian  fleets.  The  Ottomans  defeated.  Misfortunes  of  the  Turkijb  arms 
on  the  Danube .  An  armiflice  concluded  between  the  Ottoman  and  Ruffian 
generals .  Proceedings  of  the  new  Sultan .  Ineffectual  endeavour  to  renew 
the  connexion  between  the  Porte  and  Great  Britain .  Account  of  the 
circumftances  which  occafloned  the  Englifb  cabinet  to  fend  an  expedition 
to  Copenhagen .  Number  of  the  land  and  marine  forces  employed.  Ob - 
jell  of  Mr.  fackfon’s  ?niffion  to  the  Danifh  court  ;  Failure  of  the  fame . 
The  crown-prince  of  Denmark  declares  war  againft  Great  Britain .  The 
Englifb  troops  land  in  Zealand .  .  Trarf actions  of  the  forces.  Bombard¬ 
ment  and  capitulation  of  Copenhagen.  The  Danifh  fleet  and  marine  flores 
furrendered  to  admiral  Gambier  and  lord  Cathcart.  Farther  efforts  of  the 
Mritifb  miniflers  to  negotiate  with  the  court  of  Denmark  ;  They  are  un- 
fuccefsful .  Evacuation  of  Zealand  by  the  Englifb  troops .  VTar  pro¬ 

claimed  by  Great  Britain  againft  Denmark ,  and  letters  of  marque  and 
rep r if als  iffued  againft  her  fbips.  Exertions  made  by  the  Danes ,  after  the 
departure  of  the  Englifb  from  Copenhagen ,  to  recruit  their  marine.  De¬ 
predations  of  their  fmall  veffels  o?i  Englifb  merchant  fbips.  The  propriety 
and  juflice  of  the  expedition  to  the  Baltic  confide  red. 


ALTHOUGH  the  barbarous 
wars,  carried  on  by  the  rebels 
in  Turkey  againft  the  grand  feig- 
nior,  are  fcarcely  worth  recording, 
it  is  neceflary  to  notice  the  princi¬ 
pal  events  which  took  place  in  the 
provinces  of  the  Ottoman  domi¬ 
nions  ;  efpecially,  as  they  had  fome 
influence  united  with  other  caufes, 
in  producing  a  revolution  in  the 
empire.  Prefled  as  the  Porte  was 
by  the  Ruffian  arms,  it  endeavoured 
to  call  forth  all  its  refourees,  Fqj 


this  purpofe,  towards  the  latter 
end  of  March,  a  Turkifh  minifter 
delivered  to  the  Servian  fenate  a 
firman  of  the  fultan,  commanding 
•heir  afliftance  againft  the  enemy 
who  had  made  fuch  progrefs  to  the 
north  of  the  Danube,  and  a  con¬ 
tribution  of  a  certain  fum  of  money, 
which  was  to  be  annually  repeated. 
The  fenate,  by  its  president,  im¬ 
mediately  replied,  that  the  Servian 
nation  had  declared  itfelf  for  ever 
independent;  and  that  it  would 

9  neither 
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neither  be  tributary  to  any  power, 
nor  arm  againft:  the  Ruffians,  who 
were  its  friends.  An  order  was 
alfo  iffued  by  the  fenate,  to  the 
pacha  who  had  delivered  the  firman, 
requiring  him  to  leave  Semendria 
immediately,  and  he  thought  it 
prudent  to  comply  with  the  in¬ 
junction.  The  Servians  afterwards 
overran  the  whole  of  Bofnia,  the 
people  of  which  province,  fo  far 
from  offering  any  refinance  to 
them,  entered  heartily  into  their 
interefts,  and  made  common  caufe 
with  them  againft  the  Porte.  The 
infurgents  fubfequently  palled  the 
Morawa,  and  various  fanguiaary 
aftions  occurred  between  them  and 
the  Turkifh  troops,  with  different 
fuccefs ;  particularly  in  the  vicinity 
of  Gladowa  and  Niffa,  at  which 
latter  place  the  Servian  camp  was 
attacked,  and  the  rebels  compelled 
to  retreat.  A  new  firman  was 
now  publifhed  againft  the  Servians 
by  the  grand  feignior,  fentencing 
the  whole  nation  to  death  or  fla- 
very,  without  diftindiion  of  age  or 
fex  ;  but  it  fhould  feem,  that  the 
execution  of  this  horrible  decree 
was  prevented  by  the  commotions 
which  took  place  at  Conftan- 
tinople. 

The  movements  of  the  numerous 
army,  deftined  under  the  grand 
vizier  to  oppofe  the  Ruffians,  were 
extremely  flow.  It  was  not  until 
the  beginning  of  May,  that  it  had 
quitted  the  neighbourhood  of 
Adrianople,  to  relieve  the  fortrefs 
of  Ifmail,  and  proceed  to  the 
Danube.  The  fpirit  of  infurreftion 
unfortunately  broke  out  amongft 
the  troops  on  the  8th  of  the  month, 
when  they  facrificed  Huffein,  the 
commiftary-general,  to  their  fury  ; 
and  would  have  murdered  the  pay- 
snafter  of  the  forces,  had  he  not 


faved  himfelf  by  flight.  Thefe 
exceffes  arofe  partly  from  the  dif» 
content,  occaftoned  by  the  want  of 
regular  fupplies  of  provifions  on  the 
march,  and  by  the  arrears  of  pay 
which  were  due  to  the  men ;  but 
they  may,  too,  be  traced  to  the 
jealoufy,  manifefted  on  all  occafions 
by  the  Janizaries,  of  the  defign  to 
introduce  the  European  taftics  in  the 
Turkifti  armies ;  for  it  appears  the 
pacha  of  Conia,  who  was  known  to 
be  a  ftrong  advocate  for  a  general 
improvement  in  the  difcipline  of 
the  troops,  fell  a  victim  to  his 
opinions,  and  was  deftroyed  at  the 
head  of  his  own  corps,  during  the 
diforders  which  prevailed  at  this 
period. 

The  inftitution  of  the  Nizami- 
gedid,  or  a  body  of  forces  dreffed 
and  exercifed  in  the  European 
manner,  had  ever  proved  highly 
offenfive  to  the  Janizaries  ;  but  in 
fpite  of  their  oppofition  to  the 
.meafure,  the  advantages  which  were 
likely  to  proceed  from  it,  had  for 
a  long  time  induced  the  govern* 
ment,  not  only  t©  continue  the 
new  eftablifhment,  but  gradually 
to  add.  to  the  number  of  the  men  of 
whom  it  was  compofed.  This  po¬ 
licy  had  been  adopted  by  Selim, 
on  account  of  circumftances  that 
were  not  generally  known.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  laws  and  religion 
of  the  country,  if  the  fultan  fhould 
not  have  an  heir  to  the  throne 
within  feven  years  after  his  ac- 
ceffion,  he  forfeits  all  right  to 
fovereign  power,  and  is  liable  to 
be  degraded  from  his  high  ftation. 
During  the  life  of  his  uncle  Abdul- 
hamed,  the  reigning  grand  feignior, 
Selim  according  to  cuftom,  was  con¬ 
fined  in  the  feraglio;  and  the  fultana 
Valida,  his  brother's  widow,  caufed 
poifon  to  be  adminiftered  to  him*, 

in 
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in  order  that  her  own  fon,  Mufta- 
pha,  might  fucceed  to  the  throne. 
Selim  difcovered  his  danger  in  time 
to  take  a  powerful  antidote,  to 
which  he  owed  the  prefervation  of 
his  exiftence  ;  but  his  conftitution 
was  much  impaired  by  the  ftruggle 
which  it  had  undergone  :  he  be¬ 
came  fultan  with  the  melancholy 
convi&ion  that  he  could  never  have 
iflfue,  and,  confequently,  that  he 
might  be  deprived  of  his  power  at 
the  end  of  feven  years.  Selim’s 
mother,  however,  who  was  an  am¬ 
bitious  princefs,  and  had  already 
gained  great  afcendency  over  her 
fon,  determined  to  maintain  the 
authority  which  hie  had  acquired ; 
and  being  acquainted  with  the 
fecret  of  Selim’s  infirmity,  Ihe  had 
put  in  pra&ice  every  means  to  fecure 
him  from  dethronement  at  the  end 
of  the  appointed  time,  in  cafe  the 
grandees  and  people  fhould  be  in¬ 
clined  to  put  the  law  in  force.  One 
of  the  expedients  which  naturally 
occurred  to  her  for  the  accomplifh- 
ment  of  her  defign,  was,  to  find  a 
counterpoife  for  the  influence  of 
the  Janizaries,  and  to  augment  the 
corps  of  regular  troops,  on  whofe 
fidelity,  fhe  conceived,  the  fove- 
reign  might  be  able  to  rely,  as 
they  were  more  immediately  at¬ 
tached  to  himfelf.  She,  therefore, 
prevailed  on  her  fon  to  intruft  the 
chief  care  of  the  government  to  her 
favourite  and  paramour,  JuliufF 
Aga  Cnia  Jafli,  who  was  difpofed 
to  enter  cordially  into  the  plan. 
Accordingly,  barracks  were  built 
for  the  Nizarm-gedid  in  the  en¬ 
virons  of  the  capita],  the  pay  of  the 
officers  and  men  was  increafed,  and 
every  opportunity  fedulcufly  em¬ 
braced,  to  make  the  divifion  of  the 
corps  as  numerous  as  poffible.  Se- 
lim’s  mother  died  within  two  years 
from  the  time  of  his  acceflion  to  the 


government,  and  JuflufF  Aga  was 
fhortly  afterwards  bahifhed  from 
his  councils;  but  the  fultan  ftill 
adhered  to  the  project  which  had 
been  recommended  to  him,  and  the 
eftablifhment  of  the  Nizami-gedid 
daily  acquired  new  ftrength  and 
confiftency  ;  the  diftradted  ftate  of 
the  empire  affording  as  many  pre¬ 
texts  as  could  be  defired,  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  views  of  the  grand  feig- 
nior  in  this  refpedf.  Selim  had 
now  reigned  eighteen  years,  and 
the  queflion  of  his  want  of  heirs 
had  never  been  agitated ;  but  he 
was  doomed  to  fall  by  the  very” 
precautions,  which  he  had  taken 
to  preferve  his  power. 

The  invafion  and  fuccefs  of  the 
Ruffians,  the  anarchy  that  prevailed 
in  almoft  every  province  of  Turkey,, 
with  a  report  which  was  induf- 
trioufly  propagated,  that  the  divan 
had  a  fecret  underftanding  with  the 
Servians  and  Mufcovites,  had  cre¬ 
ated  a  general  difaffedlion  to  the 
government  and  perfon  of  Selim  in 
the  people  of  all  ranks.  This  fen- 
timent  was  increafed  by  the  inju¬ 
dicious  conduct  of  the  fultan,  who 
had  openly  fhown  much  complai- 
fance  to  general  Sebaftiani,  and  the 
perfons  attached  to  the  French 
legation,  in  whom  he  appeared  to 
place  great  confidence;  a  behaviour 
which  infpired  the  Turks  with  a 
difguft  amounting  to  horror,  as 
from  their  fanaticifm,  they  have 
an  invincible  antipathy  to  Chrif- 
tians.  Selim  had  alfo  fignified  to 
the  Janizaries,  that  they  were  no 
longer  to  attend  him  to  the  mof- 
ques^  as  was  ufual,  but  that  this 
duty  was  to  devolve  on  the  regular 
troops ;  and  after  the  departure  of 
the  army  under  the  grand  vizier 
for  the  Danube,  he  fent  Mahomed 
Effendi  to  Bujukdere,  and  the 
caftles  on  the  Black  Sea,  where 

there 
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there  were  about  three  thou- 
fand  Janizaries,  to  prevail  upon 
them  to  adopt  the  European  uni¬ 
form  and  difcipline.  The  defign 
of  effecting  the  change  at  this 
period  was  highly  impolitic,  fince 
it  gave  rife  to  a  perfuafion,  that 
the  government,  availing  itfelf  of 
the  abfence  of  the  army,  intended 
to  force  the  innovation  on  the 
garrifons  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  metropolis.  The  choice  of  the 
perfon,  who  was  to  execute  ,  the 
duty  affigned  to  him,  was  equally 
unhappy.  Mahomed  Effendi  had 
refided  in  London  as  the  Turk, 
ifh  ambaffador,  and  was  fo  partial 
to  the  Englifti,  that  he  was  com¬ 
monly  called  at  Conftantinople, 
(t  Mahomed  the  Englilhman.^  The 
friends  of  Great  Britain,  on  ac« 
count  of  the  late  expedition  to  the 
Dardanelles,  were  regarded  at  the 
prefent  jundiure  with  great  aver¬ 
sion;  and,  therefore,  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  this  perfon  on  a  delicate 
bufinefs,  which  involved  a  national 
prejudice,  was  extremely  impru¬ 
dent,  Mahomed  was  furnilhed 
with  money  and  new  clothing 
for  the  garrifons ;  but  he  had 
no  fooner  opened  the  objedl  of  his 
million,  than  the  Janizaries  began 
to  murmur,  and  they  inftantly  re- 
folved  to  malfacre  him.  One  of 
the  officers,  drawing  a  piftol  from 
his  girdle,  exclaimed,  “  In  the 
name  of  God,  and  through  God, 
I  do  not  kill  the  Muffulman,  but 
Mahomed  the  Engli^hman,,,  and 
immediately  fhot  him  dead  at  his 
feet. 

When  Selim  became  acquainted 
with  the  daring  murder  of  his  mi- 
nifter,  and  the  refolute  oppolition 
to  his  wilhes,  he  was  terrified  at 
the  effedls  likely  to  enfue  from  his 


own  indiferetion  :  he  fent  the  Boh, 
tangi-bachi  *  to  conciliate  the  re¬ 
bels  with  a  largefs,  and  even  to 
tell  them,  that  he  applauded  their 
condudi,  as  Mahomed  had  received 
no  orders  from  him  to  make  the 
propofition,  which  had  given  them 
fo  much  offence.  The  Boftangi- 
bachi  faithfully  delivered  the  mef- 
fage,  but  bafely  converted  the 
money,  which  he  was  to  diftribute 
among!!  the  irritated  troops,  to  his 
own  ufe.  On  his  return  to  Con- 
llantinople,  he  reported  to  his  fo. 
vereign,  that  he  had  fucceeded  in  ac¬ 
commodating  the  differences  which 
had  arifen,  and  perfectly  fatisfied 
the  Janizaries,  who  had  refumed 
their  tranquillity  and  obedience. 
The  Janizaries,  however,  who 
had  not  been  pacified  by  a  facrifice 
to  their  cupidity,  the  only  method 
which  was  likely  to  fubdue  their 
indignation,  and  who  probably  dif- 
believed  that  Mahomed  Effendi 
would  have  dared  to  ad!  as  he  had 
done,  without  the  exprefs  command 
of  his  matter,  informed  their  breth¬ 
ren  in  the  capital  and  its  environs, 
of  every  thing  that  had  occurred, 
and  entered  into  a  communication 
with  them,  for  organizing  a  ge¬ 
neral  infurredtion.  Having  joined 
their  companions,  they  forced  their 
way  into  the  city,  feized  the  bar¬ 
riers  of  the  feraglio,  and  obliged 
three  regiments,  which  were  on 
duty  there,  to  join  them.  They 
afterwards  returned  to  Tophana, 
where  they  fixed  their  head  quar- 
ters,  planted  their  colours,  and 
placed  their  camp  kettles,  as  the 
fignal  of  revolt.  They  difarmed 
all  the  guards  in  the  city,  and  gave 
the  people  to  underftand,  that  they 
might  remain  quiet  and  uninter¬ 
rupted  in  their  houfes.  The  rebels, 


wht 


*  The  chief  intendant  of  the  grand  feignior’s  gardens. 
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who  were  now  fifteen  thoufand 
ftrong,  chofe  a  brazier  of  Conftan- 
tinople  for  their  leader,  and  each  of 
them  fwore,  firft,  to  refpeCt  the 
lives  and  property  of  every  Turk 
and  Frank;  fecondly,  to  take  no 
meafures  without  the  confent  of 
the  Mufti  and  the  *  Ulemas  ;  and 
thirdly,  to  draw  up  their  demands 
on  the  government  in  writning,  at 
the  place  of  Elmeidan.  The  ce¬ 
remony  obferved  in  taking  this 
oath,  was  by  ftepping  over  a  drawn 
fabre  placed  on  the  ground.  They 
afterwards  proceeded  very  quietly 
to  the  appointed  rendezvous  ;  and 
fo  ftriCt  was  their  determination 
to  enforce  regularity  and  order, 
that  they  punifhed  with  inftant 
death  two  Janizaries,  who,  in  the 
march,  had  broken  the  common 
engagement.  One  of  thefe  delin¬ 
quents  had  ftolen  a  balket  of  fruit ; 
and  the  other  a  pair  of  fiioes.  As 
foon  as  they  arrived  at  the  place  of 
Elmeidan,  they  required  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  the  Mufti,  and  of  feveral 
of  the  chief  priefts  and  minifters  of 
the  law,  who  forthwith  obeyed  the 
fummons.  Having  formed  themr 
felves  into  a  council  of  war,  they 
demanded  of  thefe  perfons,  what 
punilhment  the  members  of  thedivan 
sue ri ted,  for  having  promoted  the 
eftablifhment  of  the  Nizami-gedid  ? 
The  anfwer  was,  that  confidently 
with  the  injunctions  of  the  koran, 
they  deferved  death  ;  becaufe  they 
had  endeavoured  to  introduce  the 
manners  of  infidels  amongft  true 
Muffulmen,  the  defenders  of  the  law, 
and  the  fervants  of  the  prophet. 
Upon  receiving  this  reply,  the  in¬ 
surgents  fent  a  deputation  to  the 
feraglio  to  intimate,  that  the  fultan 
muft  fend  them  the  heads  of  the 
twelve  perfons,  who  compofed  the 
divan.  Selim,  inftead  of  ordering 
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thefe  minifters  to  be  decapitated, 
delivered  feven  of  them  alive  to  the 
Janizaries,  who  cut  their  viClims 
in  pieces,  and,  it  is  faid,  even  drank 
their  blood.  The  firft  individual 
immolated,  was  the  perfidious  Bof« 
tangi-bachi,  who  had  fo  infamoufty 
abufed  the  confidence  of  his  matter  ; 
and  who,  by  his  avarice,  and  cri¬ 
minal  peculation,  was  fo  highly 
inftrumental  in  producing  his  own 
melancholy  end.  Two  members 
of  the  divan,  confcious  that  they 
had  never  favoured  the  inftitutiom 
of  the  Nizami-gedid,  had  the  cou¬ 
rage  to  prefen t  themfelves  before 
the  Janizaries,  to  exculpate  their 
chara&ers  from  the  offence  imputed 
to  them.  They  had  the  good 
fortune  to  fatisfy  their  violent 
and  fanguinary  judges,  that  they 
were  innocent ;  and  they  were  fuf- 
fered  to  retire  in  fafety. 

The  rebels  having  accomplifhed 
their  purpofe  thus  far,  refolved  to 
complete  their  triumph  by  de¬ 
throning  the  unhappy  Selim,  and 
demanding  a  new  fultan.  On  the 
29  th  of  May,  they  acquainted  the 
Mufti  with  the  objeCC  which  they 
had  in  view ;  and  he  formally  re¬ 
quired  the  abdication  of  the  grand 
feignior,  in  the  name  of  the  people. 
Selim  having  forefeen  this  events 
had  repaired  about  an  hour  before 
to  the  palace,  which  was,  in  effeCf, 
according  to  the  Turkifh  cuftoms, 
the  prifon  of  his  nephew,  and  taking 
him  by  the  hand,  led  him  to  the 
throne.  He  then  very  feelingly 
addrefted  him,  advifed  him  not  to 
place  too  much  truft  in  minifters, 
and  concluded  by  wifhing,  that  his 
reign  might  be  attended  with 
greater  happinefs,  than  his  own  had 
been.  Having  performed  what  he 
conceived  to  be  his  laft  duty,  Selim 
beckoned  to  a  Have,  who  attended 

him 
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him  with  a  cup  of  poifoned  flierbet, 
and  applied  the  fatal  chalice  to  his 
lips,  when  Muftapha,  whofe  com- 
pafiion  was  ftrongly  excited  by  the 
misfortunes  of  his  uncle,  dallied  it 
from  his  hand,  conjured  him  not  to 
think  of  death,  and  fwore  that  he 
fhould  ever  regard  him  as  a 
friend. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  deputation 
from  the  Mufti  in  the  feraglio, 
they  were  amazed  to  find  that  the 
wilhes  of  the  Janizaries  had  been 
anticipated.  They  loft  no  time  in 
communicating  what  had  happened 
to  that  formidable  body,  who  quit¬ 
ted  their  camp  to  fee  the  grand 
proceflion  of  Muftapha  to  the  prin. 
cipal  mofque,  a  ceremony  which  is 
cuftomary  on  the  acceflion  of  a  ne  w 
fultan  ;  at  the  conclusion  of  which, 
the  Janizaries  difperfed,  and  re¬ 
turned  to  their  quarters,  without 
the  leaft  diforder. 

It  has  been  mentioned,  that  the 
blockade  of  all  the  ports  on  the 
Archipelago  by  the  Ruffians,  had 
caufed  a  great  fcarcity  at  Conftan- 
tinople.  To  relieve  the  capital 
from  this  prefiure,  and  endeavour 
to  open  a  communication  with  the 
maritime  provinces,  Seid  Ali,  the 
admiral  of  the  Turkilh  fleet,  was 
ordered  to  put  to  fea  with  as  many 
lliips  as  could  be  manned.  At  the 
latter  end  of  May,  he  fet  fail, 
and  palfed  the  Dardanelles  with 
eight  Ihips  of  the  line,  fix  frigates, 
and  about  fifty  gun. boats.  Having 
afcertained  the  fuperior  ftrength  of 
the  Ruffian  fquadron,  which  con- 
lifted  of  twenty-two  (hips  of  war, 
ten  of  which  were  of  the  line,  and 
perceiving  that  admiral  Siniavin 
meditated  an  immediate  attack  on 
him,  he  prudently  avoided  fo  une¬ 
qual  a  con  tell  ;  but  as  he  returned 
through  the  ftraits  with  great  pre¬ 
cipitation,  three  of  his  veflels  were 


ftranded  between  the  batteries  or 
the  European  coaft  and  the  pro¬ 
montory  of  Alia.  The  diftrefs  felt 
in  the  capital,  however,  did  nat 
brook  delay.  Every  means  were 
taken  to  reinforce  the  Turkilh 
fleet ;  which,  in  confequence  of  the 
great  exertions  that  were  made, 
amounted,  at  the  latter  end  of  June, 
to  eleven  fail  of  the  line,  fix  fri¬ 
gates,  and  five  fmaller  veflels. 
With  this  force,  Seid  Ali  again 
quitted  the  Dardanelles ;  and,  after 
an  ineffectual  attempt  to  recover 
the  ifland  of  Tenedos,  came  to  an 
aCiion  with  the  Ruffian  fquadron 
on  the  ill  of  July,  between  Lemnos 
and  Monte  Santo.  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  difparity  of  his  numbers, 
he  maintained  the  fight  with  the 
greateft  bravery  for  feven  hours* 
Unfortunately  for  him,  a  ftrong 
current  and  an  unfavourable  wind 
carried  four  of  his  bell  Ihips  out  of 
the  line  of  battle  ;  and,  towards 
the  conclufion  of  the  conflict,  his 
own  veflel,  which  was  a  three- 
decker,  was  furrounded  by  five 
Ruffian  Ihips.  While  he  was  thus 
unequally  engaged,  he  received  a 
fevere  wound  ;  but  neither  his  cou¬ 
rage  nor  his  prefence  of  mind 
forfook  him.  He  beat  off  his  op¬ 
ponents  with  undiminilhed  gal¬ 
lantry  and  Ikill,  and  retreated  with 
the  fhattered  remains  of  his  fleet  ; 
of  which  four  Ihips  of  the  line  were 
taken,  one  of  them  commanded  by 
the  vice-admiral,  three  were  burnt, 
and  two  frigates  were  driven  on 
Ihore.  After  the  aCtion,  Scheremet 
Bey,  the  Turkilh  rear-admiral,  was 
beheaded  by  order  of  the  fultan, 
becaufe  he  had  not  taken  a  proper 
flaare  in  it. 

Difafters  feemed  ready  to 
overwhelm  the  Turkilh  empire  or* 
every  fide.  The  advanced  guard 
of  Muftapha  BairaClar,  commanded 
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by  Ibrahim  Bey,  was  defeated  on 
the  Danube.  In  this  dreary  date 
of  affairs,  a  ray  of  brighter  prof- 
peds  fuddenly  burfl  on  the  divan, 
in  confequence  of  the  flipulations 
on  behalf  of  Turkey,  which  were 
contained  in  the  treaty  of  peace, 
figned  between  the  emperor  Alex¬ 
ander  and  Buonaparte  at  Tilfit.  In 
that  inftrument,  as  it  may  be  re¬ 
membered,  it  was  agreed,  that  all 
hoftilities  fhould  immediately  ceafe 
between  the  troops  of  the  Ruffian 
emperor  and  thofe  of  the  grand 
feignior,  and  that  the  army  of  the 
former  fhould  withdraw  from  Mol¬ 
davia  and  Wallachia  ;  which  pro¬ 
vinces,  however,  were  not  to  be 
occupied  by  the  Ottoman  forces, 
till  peace  was  re-eflablifhed  be¬ 
tween  the  Porte  and  Ruffia.  An 
armiflice  was  confequently  ligned 
between  the  belligerents,  at  the 
caftle  of  Slobofia,  on  the  24th  of 
Auguft  ;  by  the  terms  of  which  it 
was  arranged,  that  if  difficulties 
fhould  arife  to  prevent  a  definitive 
accommodation  between  the  par¬ 
ties,  no  warlike  movements  fhould 
re-commence  before  the  21ft  of 
March  1808;  the  two  armies  were 
to  begin  to  retire  at  the  fame  time 
from  Moldavia  and  Wallachia  ;  all 
the  iflands  of  the  Archipelago' 
were  to  be  evacuated  by  the  Ruf¬ 
fians  j  and  their  fhips  in  that  fea 
were  to  return  to  their  ports,  in 
order  that  the  paffage  of  the  Dar¬ 
danelles  might  be  open  and  free. 

Although  the  eilablifhment  of 
the  Nizami-gedid  had  occafion- 
cd  the  fall  of  his  uncle,  the  new 
fultan,  Muftapha,  at  the  latter  end 
of  the  year,  adopted  the  refolution 
of  organizing  part  of  the  Turkifh 
troops  according  to  the  new  difei- 


pline.  He  feemed  to  fet  the  Janiza¬ 
ries  at  defiance,  and  gave  public 
orders  to  Suleiman  Aga,  who  had 
been  in  the  Auftrian  fervice,  to  train 
a  corps  in  the  European  tadics, 
and  precifely  in  the  fame  manner 
as  was  pradifed  under  the  late  fo« 
vereign,  with  one  only,  but  perhaps 
very  important,  difference— that  the 
men  were  to  preferve  the  national 
coflume.  The  ftern  energy  of  Muf* 
tapha*s  charader,  appeared  to  be 
better  fuited  to  the  difpofnions  of 
the  barbarians  whom  he  governed, 
than  the  mildnefs  of  his  predeceiTor® 
As  he  was  one  day  palling  through 
the  flreets  of  Tophana,  he  was  of¬ 
fend  vely  preffied  upon  by  a  number 
of  Janizaries,  and  was  compelled  to 
give  orders  to  drive  them  off.  The 
Janizaries,  confequently,  attacked 
his  retinue,  but  the  latter,  ob¬ 
taining  the  affiftance  of  the  guards, 
made  a  vigorous  redflance,  and  a 
number  of  the  Bodangis  *  were 
wounded;  fo  that  the  affailants 
were  forced  to  retire,  yet  not  be¬ 
fore  fifty  of  the  moll  refradory 
were  firangled  on  the  fpot,  and 
good  order  reflored,  without  any 
of  their  comrades  making  the  lead 
attempt  to  affifl  them.  Another 
example  of  Muflapha’s  fevere  de- 
cifion  is  mentioned.  Prince  Suzzo, 
the  dragoman  of  the  Porte,  being 
fufpeded  of  entertaining  a  correD 
pondence with  theEnglifh  admiral, 
who  was  cruifing  in  the  Archipel* 
ago,  the  fultan  gave  orders,  that 
he  fhould  be  beheaded.  Theprince2 
however,  continued  to  exercifc 
his  functions  with  perfed  tranquil¬ 
lity,  till  within  a  few  minutes  of 
the  execution  of  his  fentence  ;  when 
he  refigned  himfelf  to  his  fate  with 
the  utmoft  coolnefs*  In  this  in- 


*  Perfons  employed  in  the  gardens  of  the  feraglio. 
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ftance,  the  rigour  of  the  grand 
feignior  was  certainly  equalled  by 
the  compofure  of  the  minifter ! 

The  Britilh  cabinet  endeavoured 
to  come  to  an  accommodation  with 
the  Porte  ;  and  with  this  view,  fir 
Arthur  Paget  was  appointed  am- 
baffador  to  the  Ottoman  go¬ 
vernment.  Sir  Arthur  had  feveral 
conferences  with  the  Turkifn  mi- 
nifters,  who  met  him  at  different 
places  in  the  vicinity  of  Conftan- 
tinople,  but  without  fucceeding  in 
the  objett  of  his  million.  He  af¬ 
terwards  retired  to  Malta ;  and 
the  connexion  between  the  two 
countries  was  not  reftored  at  the 
conclufion  of  the  year. 

In  the  fummer  of  this  year,  the 

#  * 

Britilh  arms  were  embarked  in  an 
expedition  of  great  importance. 
During  the  various  ftruggles  on 
the  continent,  it  had  for  fome  years 
been  the  objeft  of  the  court  of 
Copenhagen  to  maintain  a  perfedt 
neutrality.  From  the  fituation 
and  weaknefs  of  Denmark,  this 
condudl  had  been,  not  only  ac- 
quiefced  in,  but  even  applauded  by 
the  Englifh  government.  In  the 
autumn  of  1806,  however,  fome 
circumftances  had  occurred,  which 
had  rendered  it  a  matter  of  doubt, 
whether  the  prince-royal  would  be 
able  to  preferve  that  ftrift  impar¬ 
tiality  between  the  belligerents, 
which  his  interefts  fo  obvioully 
pointed  out  as  defirable.  After 
the  battle  of  Auerftadt,  it  may 
be  recollected,  that  general  Blucher, 
with  a  body  of  Prufiians  under  his 
orders,  retreated  towards  Lubec  ; 
and  that  they  were  purfued  by  a 
French  corps  commanded  by  Murat. 
While  the  former  was  on  his  route 
to  Lubec,  it  was  the  defign  of  the 
Frepch  to  turn  his  left  wing  ;  in 


order  to  intercept  him  in  his  paffage® 
In  attempting  this  manoeuvre, 
the  French  troops  eroded  a  ftrip  of 
Danilh  territory,  and  difregarding 
the  notice  given  by  the  advanced 
polls,  brought  on  a  Ikirmilh  with 
the  Danes,  in  which  two  or  three 
men  were  killed  an  both  fides,  and 
two  dragoons  of  the  latter  taken. 
Three  Danilh  officers,  wha  were 
proceeding  in  an  open  carriage 
to  their  advanced  guard  com¬ 
manded  by  general  Evald,  were  alfo 
taken  prisoners  by  the  enemy.  Ge¬ 
neral  Evald  immediately  repaired 
to  Murat,  to  learn  the  caufe  of 
what  had  happened.  He  was 
coarfely  received,  and  informed 
that  the  French  would  purfue  their 
enemies,  wherever  they  were  to  be 
found.  On  the  crown-prince  de¬ 
manding  fatisfadlion  for  this  infult, 
Murat  feems  to  have  reconfidered 
the  affair ;  for  he  declared  that  he 
had  no  intention  to  commit  hoftili- 
ties  againft  Denmark,  and  that  he 
had  the  more  reafon  to  regret  the 
miftake  which  had  been  made,  as 
he  had  loft  one  of  his  bell  officers  in 
the  adlion.  This  explanation  for 
fo  grofs  an  outrage  was  deemed 
fufficient ;  and  fhortly  afterwards, 
although  the  French  were  in  great 
force  on  the  confines  of  Holftein, 
the  Danilh  army,  collected  for 
covering  the  neutrality  of  that 
province,  was  unaccountably  with¬ 
drawn  behind  the  river  Eyder, 
which  feparates  the  dutchy  of  Slef- 
wick  from  Holftein.  When  the 
Englilh  refident,  Mr.  Garlicke, 
made  fome  obfervations  on  this  ex¬ 
traordinary  proceeding  to  count 
Bernftorff,  the  latter  was  very 
earneft  in  his  defire  to  imprefs 
upon  him,  that  this  movement  had 
not  been  adopted  in  confequence  of 
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any  arrangement  with  France;  hut 
it  appeared  from  all  that  Mr.  Gar¬ 
licke  had  been  able  to  ascertain, 
that  the  Danifti  government  was 
not  difpofed  to  make  any  prepara¬ 
tions  againft  French  aggreffion. 
Notwithftanding  the  cabinet  mi- 
nifters  avowed  their  fenfe  of  the 
precarious  tenure  even  of  their  pre¬ 
lent  difturbed  exigence,  their  fears 
were  paramount  to  all  other  conli- 
derations.  They  conceived  the 
Fruffian  monarchy  to  be  nearly 
annihilated ;  and  feemed  to  believe, 
that  if  they  refolved  on  any  mea- 
fures  of  defence,  they  would  draw 
on  their  country  the  worth  confe- 
quences  which  might  be  appre¬ 
hended.  They  were  therefore  not 
difpofed  to  initiate  any  plan,  in 
concert  with  their  natural  allies, 
either  to  refill  a  fudden  attack,  or 
to  impede  the  gradual  encroach¬ 
ments,  which  it  was  evident  France 
would  continue  to  make,  till  fhe 
was  in  an  attitude  to  require  the 
excl  ilion  of  British  (hips  from  the 
Danifti  ports,  and  the  furrender  of 
the  dock-yard  at  Copenhagen  to 
her  purpofes  againft  Great  Britain. 
The  probability  that  France  would 
demand  the  Danifti  navy  was  fore- 
feen  as  early  as  December  1 806, 
and  Mr.  Garlicke  was  directed  to 
declare,  that  though  his  Britannic 
ma jelly  muft  experience  the  deepeft 
regret  from  any  interruption  of  the 
amity  which  fubfifted  between  the 
two  powers,  it  would  be  impoftible 
for  the  king  to  permit  the  conclufion 
of  any  agreement,  whereby  the 
whole,  or  any  part  of  the  Danifti 
navy,  might  be  placed  at  the  dif- 
pofal  of  Buonaparte.  This  com¬ 
munication  was  never  made  by  Mr. 
Garlicke;  becaufe  he' was  firmly 
of  opinion,  that  fuch  a  proportion 

Vol.XLIX.  or  Vol.  VII.  N 


had  not  yet  been  lubmitted  to  the 
prince- royal. 

The  perfidious  fuggeftion  of 
Buonaparte  to  the  king  of  Sweden, 
to  annex  Norway  to  his  dominions, 
and  his  offer  to  co-operate  in  fuch 
an  attempt,  as  well  as  the  fteps 
taken  by  the  court  of  Stockholm, 
in  confequence  of  it,  have  been  re¬ 
lated  in  another  part  of  this  vo¬ 
lume.  When  Gultavus  acquainted 
the  crown-prince  of  Denmark  with 
this  propofal,  he  alfo  proffered  the 
affiftance  of  twenty  thoufand  men 
for  the  defence  of  Holftein,  an  a f- 
fiftance  which  the  Britifti  govern¬ 
ment  warmly  recommended  the 
Danifh  cabinet  to  accept ;  but  all 
idea  of  receiving  any  aid  of  this 
nature  from  the  Swedifh  monarch, 
was  refufed  as  particularly  dan¬ 
gerous,  becaufe  it  was  apprehended, 
that  it  would  invite  the  hoftility  of 
Buonaparte,  or  rather  commit  the 
country  in  an  immediate  war  with 
France.  Mr.  Garlicke  had,  about 
this  time,  an  opportunity  of  fatif- 
fying  himfelf,  that  there  was  a 
ftrong  French  party  in  the  Bate, 
confining  of  perfonsin  high,  though 
not  in  the.firft,  offices,  and  that 
they  would  neceffarily  poffefs  great 
influence  in  the  hour  of  peril ;  to 
obviate  whofe  machinations  no¬ 
thing  could  be  oppofed,  but  the 
firmnefs,  fpirit,  and  patriotifm,  of 
t  he  prince-  royal .  The  Danifti  go¬ 
vernment  fhortly  afterwards  dif- 
clofed  an  unfriendly  difpofitiou 
towards  Great  Britain ;  or,  at 
leaft,  a  weak  and  timid  fubfer- 
vience  to  France.  When  Buona¬ 
parte’s  decree  againft  the  Englifh 
commerce  was  communicated  to 
the  cabinet  of  Copenhagen,  the 
minifters  made  not  the  leaft  re. 
monftrance  againft  it ;  yet  as  footi 
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ss  the  mitigated  meafure  to  coun¬ 
teract  the  efFeCts  of  it,  was  fubfe- 
quentlv  reforted  to  by  England, 
they  were  vehement  in  proclaiming 
their  abhorrence  of  the  latter,  and 
they  even  manifefted  a  determina¬ 
tion  to  reflil  its  execution.  This 
point  had  become  a  matter  of  dif- 
cuffion  between  lord  Howick  and 
the  Danifli  refident  in  England  ; 
but  by  the  manly  firnmefs,  dis¬ 
played  by  that  noble  lord  in  the 
bufinefs,  the  government  of  Den¬ 
mark  was  induced  to  recede  from 
its  intentions. 

From  all  thefe  circumflances 
combined,  and  from  the  known 
affection  which  the  royal  family 
of  Denmark  had  for  their  conti¬ 
nental  dominions,  that  lay  com¬ 
pletely  expofed  to  the  feizure  of 
the  French  armies,  as  well  as  from 
a  recolleClion  of  the  aCiive  agency 
of  the  court  of  Copenhagen,  in  ex¬ 
citing  the  Armed  Neutrality  of 
1780,  and  its  conduct  at  the  end  of 
the  year  1800,  when  it  again  en¬ 
tered  into  a  league  againft  Great 
Britain,  it  was  inferred  by  the  new 
fervants  of  his  Britannic  majefty, 
that  in  cafe  Buonaparte  fhould  re¬ 
quire  the  Danifh  fleet  to  be  placed 
at  his  dilpofal,  the  conftancy  of 
the  crown-prince  would  be  fhaken, 
in  refpeCt  to  the  maintenance  of  his 
neutrality  ;  or  that,  if  he  were  dif- 
pofe'd,  he  would  not  be  in  a  con¬ 
dition  to  refill  the  demand  of  the 
French  ruler.  They  aifo  fufpeCled, 
that  he  would  not  be  able  to  with- 
lland  the  hoftile  mind,  fhown  to¬ 
wards  Great  Britain  by  many  per¬ 
sons  about  him.  The  conduct, 
likely  to  be  adopted  by  Buonaparte, 
had  been  fufliciently  obvious,  by 
the  words  that  he  had  ufed  to  the 
deputies  from  Hamburg,  when  they 


ventured  to  reftrmonate  againft  the 
extreme  rigour  of  the  decree,  which 
he  promulgated  in  the  preceding 
November  ;  for  he  had  not  only 
intimated  his  defign  to  perfevere  in 
his  plan  of  diit reding  England,  but 
faid  that  he  would  make  others  co¬ 
operate  with  him  ;  and,  alluding 
to  the  regent  of  Denmark,  he 
added — <(  Let  that  little  prince 
take  care,  or  I  ihall  teach  him  how 
to  aCL,> 

A's  Boon  as  intelligence  had  tar- 
rived  in  England,  that  peace  wa» 
actually  figned  between  the  allies 
and  Buonaparte,  and  the  Britifh. 
minifters  were  acquainted,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  owr  account  of  the 
bufmefs,  by  their  agents  of  the 
fecret  articles  contained  in  the  trea¬ 
ties  of  Tiifir,  they  were  convinced 
that  a  defign  was  entertained  of 
excluding  the  (hips  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  from  all  the  ports  of  the  con¬ 
tinent,  belonging  to  nations  over 
which  ths  authority  of  the  French 
ruler  could,  by  any  poflibility,  be 
made  to  extend;  and  they  deter¬ 
mined  to  prevent  the  Danifh  navy 
from  being  added  to  the  refources 
of  France.  They  had  already  col- 
leCled  a  large  body  of  troops,  and 
taken  up  a  number  of  tranfports, 
with  the  defign  of  affording  farther 
affiftance  to  the  king  of  Sweden 
in  Pomerania,  if  it  fhould  be  found 
expedient  to  fend  therm  thither; 
and  ulterior  preparations  had  bees 
made  on  the  principles  of  precau¬ 
tion,  and  as  the  influx  of  intelli¬ 
gence  demon  A  rated  the  critical  na¬ 
ture  of  the  emergency,  or  as  the 
views  of  France  developed  them- 
felves.  Thefe  preparations  were  now 
completed  for  the  grand  objeCt  in 
view,  with  the  greateft  fecrecy  and 
difpatch.  The  force  deftined  to 

proceed 
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proceed,  to  Zealand  confided  of 
twenty  thoufand  men,  including 
the  German  legion  which  had  re¬ 
ceived  orders  to  quit  Pomerania 
and  join  the  expedition,  and  twenty- 
feven  (hips  of  the  line,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  above  lixty  other  veffels 
of  various  defcriptions.  The  fleet 
was  under  the  orders  of  admiral 
Gambier*  and  lord  Cathcart  was 
direffed  to  affume  the  command 
of  the  troops.  So  little  idea  was 
entertained  by  the  public  of  th® 
purpofe  of  this  armament,  that 
conjecture  was  baffled  on  the  fub. 
jeCf  ;  and  the  divifions  of  the  fhips 
were  under  fail,  before  the  inten¬ 
sions  ofgovernment  were  permitted 
to  tranfpire.  Admiral  Gambier 
came  to  anchor  between  the  caftle 
of  Cronenburg  and  the  city  of 
Copenhagen,  on  the  4th  of  Auguft  ; 
but  he  was  not  joined  by  lord  Cath¬ 
cart  with  the  German  legion  from 
Pomerania,  until  the  12th  of  the 
fame  month. 

In  the  mean  time,  Mr.  Jackfon, 
who  had  been  employed  as  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  majefty’s  minifter  at  the 
court  of  Berlin,  was  directed  to 
repair  to  the  refidence  of  the 
prince-royal  of  Denmark ;  and  to 
endeavour  to  obtain  the  point, 
which  the  king's  fervanrs  fo 
ardently  defired  to  achieve,  by 
amicable  negotiation.  The  pa¬ 
pers  relative  to  this  bufinefs  have 
never  been  publifhed ;  but  it  is 
underflood,  that  he  was  inflruCted 
to  reprefent,  with  the  utmoft  de¬ 
licacy,  that  the  late  treaties  of 
peace,  with  the  changes  of  go¬ 
vernment  and  of  territory,  ac¬ 
ceded  to  by  fo  many  powers,  had 
fo  far  increafed  the  influence  of 
France  on  the  continent  of  Europe, 
as  to  render  it  impofflble  for  Den¬ 
mark,  although  fhe  might  earneftly 


defire  to  preferve  her  neutrality, 
to  maintain  it ;  and,  therefore,  it 
was  abfolutely  neceffary  for  thofe 
who  continued  to  refill:  French 
aggreffion,  to  take  meafures  to 
prevent  the  arms  of  neutrals  from 
being  turned  againft  them :  that, 
in  this  view,  as  his  Britannic  ma- 
jefty  could  not  regard  the  prefen t 
pofition  of  Denmark 'with  indif¬ 
ference,  he  requeued  ,  in  the  mofl 
friendly  manner,  fuch  explanations 
as  the  times  required,  with  a  con- 
©urrence  in  fuch  proceedings  a* 
could  alone  give  fecurity  againft: 
the  farther  mifchiefs  which  France 
meditated,  through  the  acquifition 
of  the  Danifh  navy  ;  and  he  con- 
fequently  judged  it  expedient  to 
defire  the  temporary  depofit  of  the 
fhips  of  the  line  belonging  to  Den« 
mark,  in  one  of  his  ports,  under  the 
pofitive  ftipulation,  that  they  were 
to  be  returned  whenever  peace  was 
concluded  between  Great  Britain 
and  France.  It  was  to  be  Mr. 
Jackfon’s  care,  that  this  propofal 
fhould  not  affume  the  leaf!  ap¬ 
pearance  of  hoftility,  but  that  it 
fhould  be  urged  rather  as  the  refult 
of  an  unfortunate  concurrence  of 
events ;  and  if  the  arrangement 
were  agreed  to,  that  it  fhould  be 
fo  carried  into  effeft,  as  to  conciliate 
the  feelings  of  the  Danifh  govern¬ 
ment.  In  cafe  the  prince- royal 
fhould  decline  the  proportion, 
Mr.  jackfon  was  then  to  fignify 
that  the  formidable  force  colleded 
in  the  Sound,  mall,  with  reludance, 
be  employed  in  the  attainment  of 
the  end  in  contemplation  ;  and, 
in  order  that  he  might  be  able  to 
negotiate  with  the  greater  effect, 
he  was  to  hate,  that  this  armament 
ludb’en  ft  udioufly  made  ofagreater 
magnitude  than  the  occafton  re¬ 
quired  ;  fo  that  the  Danifh  cabinet 
[  P  2]  might 
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might  be  juftified  for  the  furrender 
of  the  fleet  without  oppofition,  even 
in  the  eyes  of  France  herfelf. 
Mr.  Jackfon  fet  out  from  England 
on  the  ill  of  Auguil,  and  though 
he  arrived  on  the  6th  at  Kiel, 
ivhere  the  crown. prince  then  was, 
he  never  had  an  opportunity  of 
executing  his  commiflion,  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  inftruClions ;  for  early 
on  the  next  morning,  the  prince 
fet  out  for  Copenhagen.  On 
following  that  illuflrious  perfonage 
to  the  capital,  Mr.  Jackfon  found 
that  he  had  returned  to  Kiel ;  and 
that  the  Danilh  minifter  at  Copen¬ 
hagen  had  orders  not  to  treat  upon 
the  terms  which  the  Englifh  envoy 
was  authorifed  to  propofe,  without 
referring  them,  in  the  firft  inftance, 
to  his  royal  highnefs.  Mr.  Jack¬ 
fon,  therefore,  difcovered,  that  it 
was  the  fixed  determination  of  the 
court  of  Denmark  to  evade  every 
fpecies  of  diplomatic  intercourfe. 
As  this  was  the  pofture  of  affairs, 
he  declared  to  the  Danilh  minifler, 
that  hoftilities  would  immediately 
commence;  and  on  the  13th  cf 
Auguil,  he  demanded  pafsports 
for  himfelf  and  hike,  which  were 
granted.  On  this  day,  Mr.  Gar- 
licke  and  Mr.  Taylor  alfo  retired 
from  Copenhagen. 

The  wilh  of  the  Danilh  court 
to  elude  a  negotiation  having  been 
anticipated,  the  naval  and  military 
commanders  were  direfted  to  begin 
their  operations,  if  they  received 
no  notice  of  Mr.  Jackfon’s  fuccefs 
within  a  certain  time ;  and  every 
.precaution  had  been  taken  by  ad¬ 
miral  Gambler  to  prevent  an  un- 
necelTary  effufion  of  blood,  by  or¬ 
dering  commodore  Keats  to  ftation 

O  .  _ 

a  flrong  chain  of  veflels  between 
Zealand  and  the  continent,  in  order 
to  intercept  any  body  of  troopi 


that  might  be  fent  to  reinforce  the 
regiments  in  the  iiland,  and  to 
poll  a  fquadron  before  Stralfund, 
left  the  French  in  Pomerania  fhould 
find  the  means  of  embarking  to 
affift  the  Danes.  Mr.  Jackfon, 
however,  went  on  board  one  of  the 
leading  (hips  of  the  fleet  on  the 
evening  of  the  15th,  and  informed 
the  officers  in  command,  that  all 
hope  of  an  amicable  adjuftment 
was  at  an  end  ;  nothing  therefore, 
remained  to  be  done,  but  for  the 
expedition  to  accomplifh  the  end 
for  which  it  was  fent  out.  The- 
coaft  having  been  reconnoitred  011 
the  morning  of  the  1 6th,  the  army 
was  landed  at  Vedbeck,  a  village 
fltuated  at  an  equal  dillance  from 
Elfmeur  and  Copenhagen,  and  took 
apofition  for  the  day.  A  proclama¬ 
tion  was  now  iffued  to  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Zealand,  in  terms  confo- 
nant  with  the  inftruTions  to  the 
Englifh  envoy,  and  Hating,  that  it 
was  in  the  power  of  the  Danilh 
government,  by  a  {ingle  word,  to 
Iheathe  the  Britifh  fwords  moft  re¬ 
luctantly  drawn  againft  them  ;  but 
if  they  were  deaf  to  the  voice  of 
reafon  and  friendship,  that  the 
innocent  blood  which  would  be 
fpillea,  and  the  horrors  of  a  be- 
fieged  and  bombarded  capital 
would  fall  on  their  own  heads,  and 
thofe  of  their  cruel  advifer-s.  It 
alfo  promifed  that  his  majefty's 
feainen  and  foldiers  would  treat  the 
country,  as  long  as  the  conduct  of 
the  inhabitants  permitted  it,  as  a 
province  of  the  moft  friendly  power 
in  alliance  with  Great  Britain, 
whofe  territory  had  the  misfortune 
to  be  the  theatre  of  war;  that  the 
perfons  of  thofe  who  did  not  take 
a  hoftile  part  would  be  held  facred, 
that  properly  would  be  refpedled, 
the  moft  feveredifcipline  preferred, 

and 
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and  every  article  brought  to  market 
paid  for  at  a  fettied  price.  After 
the  Englifh  had  landed,  a  procla¬ 
mation  was  alfo  made  in  the  name 
of  the  crown,  prince,  fignifying  that 
the  kingdom  of  Denmark  was  at 
war  with  Great  Britain ;  and  calling 
on  all  the  fubj^cls  of  the  ftate  to 
take  up  arms.  According  to  the 
provifions  of  this  refcript,  all  Britifh 
ihips  and  property  were  to  be 
feized,  wherever  they  might  be 
found,  Britifh  fubjefts,  until  they 
could  be  fent  out  of  the  country, 
were  to  be  arrefted  as  enemies,  no 
payment  of  any  kind  was  to  be 
made  to  them,  and  every  fort  of 
correfpondence  with  them  was  to 
ceafe.  \ 

The  fleet  having  now  anchored 
in  an  advanced  ftation,  the  army 
moved  forward  in  three  columns, 
to  inveft  the  capital.  In  its  pro- 
grefs,  the  left  flank  of  it  was  an¬ 
noyed  by  the  enemy’s  gun-boats; 
but  no  great  impediment  was  thrown 
in  its  way  by  the  Danifh  troops, 
although  detached  parties  appeared 
on  every  fide,  which  were  repulfed 
whenever  they  made  an  attack ; 
and  the  Englifh  began  their  works 
before  the  city,  and  continued  them 
Avith  great  perfeverance.  On  the 
19  th,  brigadier-general  Decken 
furprifed  the  poll  of  Fredericks- 
werk,  where  there  was  a  foundry, 
with  a  depot  of  cannon  and  powder ; 
and  the  commandant,  who  was  an 
aid-de-camp  to  the  crown-prince, 
capitulated  with  eight  hundred  and 
fifty  men.  Some  gentlemen  refid- 
ing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Copen¬ 
hagen,  and  the  bailiwicks  towards 
Ellineur,  having  offered  their  fer- 
vices  to  accept  the  office  of  magif- 
trates,  and  fuperintendents  of  the 
police,  in  their  rcfpedtive  diftrifts, 
tinder  the  commander-in-chief  of 
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the  Englifh  forces,  an  order  was 
made  out  to  empower  them  to  un¬ 
dertake  that  duty.  On  the  24th, 
the  right  wing  of  the  army  ap¬ 
proached  near  to  the  town  on  the 
fouth-weif,  where  they  immedi¬ 
ately  began  to  prepare  inortar  bat¬ 
teries  to  bombard  it ;  and  the 
enemy,  being  obliged  to  draw  in 
their  outpofts  in  that  quarter,  fet 
fire  to  the  fuburbs  to  prevent  them 
from  affording  cover  to  the  be- 
fiegers. 

In  the  mean  time,  it  was  dif, 
covered  that  a  confiderable  body  of 
militia  and  regulars  was  a  he  mb  ling 
under  general  Carflenkiold,  and  as 
it  was  neceffary  to  difperfe  this 
corps,  before  it  lliould  be  able  to 
undertake  any  enterprife.  Sir  Ar¬ 
thur  Wellefley,  major-general  de 
Linfingen,  and  brigadier-general 
Stewart,  were  ordered  on  that  fer- 
vice,  which  they  performed  in  & 
very  able  manner  on  the  29th,  by 
totally  defeating  the  enemy,  and 
taking  eleven  hundred  prifon&rs, 
with  ten  pieces  of  cannon ;  not- 
withftanding  the  Danifh  com¬ 
mander  had  been  reinforced  the 
night  before  by  major  general  Ox- 
holm,  who  had  colledled  four  bat¬ 
talions  in  the  fouthern  iflands,  and 
contrived  to  get  them  over  to 
Zealand.  Sir  Arthur  Wellefley 
afterwards  marched  into  the  centra 
of  the  ifland  to  difarm  the  country  ; 
a  precaution  which  the  crifis  de¬ 
manded,  as  the  people  were  much 
exafperatod  againft  the  Britifh. 
During  all  thefe  operations,  the 
Danifh  and  Englifh  gun-boats  had 
been  frequently  and  warmly  en¬ 
gaged  ;  and  the  latter  had  been 
fometimes  obliged  to  retreat,  in 
confequence  of  the  irrefiftible  im- 
preffion  of  red-hot  fliot,  which  had 
fet  them  on  fire.  The  Danjfh 
[P  3]  praams 
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praams  and  gun -boats  were  alfo 
perpetually  brought  to  bear  on  the 
Britifh  lines,  till  a  battery  of 
twenty-four  guns  was  thrown  up 
on  a  commanding  height,  which 
compelled  them  to  defift  from  this 
annoyance.  Although  the  enemy 
kept  up  a  conftant  fire  of  mufketry 
and  cannon  on  the  outpofls  of  the 
befiegers  from  the  walls  of  the  city, 
and  their  fharp-fhooters  maintained, 
feveral  fkirmifines  on  the  centre  and 
right  of  the  works,  they  do  not 
appear  to  have  made  any  remark¬ 
able  forties,,  They  attempted,  in¬ 
deed,  a  fally  on  the  3 1 ft  before  fun- 
rife,  but  were  flopped  by  a  piquet 
of  the  50th  regiment.  At  length, 
on  the  1  ft  of  September  all  the 
platforms  being  laid,  and  the  bat¬ 
teries  of  every  defcription  com¬ 
pleted  for  the  bombardment  and 
cannonade  of  the  place,  general 
Peyman  was  fummoned  to  fur- 
render  it,  as  well  as  the  Danifh 
fleet,  upon  the  fame  terms  as  were 
before  propofed.  Peyman  declined 
to  comply  with  this  demand ;  but 
offered  to  fend  to  his  royal  rnafler 
to  leafn  his  final  refolution  upon 
the  fubieCf ,  if  a  pa  Apart  were 
granted  to  his  meflenger  for  that 
purpofc.  The  Engiifh  commanders 
in  return  informed  general  Peyman, 
that  they  could  not  poffibly  confent 
to  the  delay,  which  fuch  an  ar¬ 
rangement  would  occafion ;  accord¬ 
ingly  at  half  pafl  feven  o’clock,  on 
the  evening  of  the  zd,  all  the  bat¬ 
teries  opened  on  the  town,  and 
fhells  were  thrown  from  the  homb- 
veflels  placed  in  proper  fituations. 
Soon  after  the  firing  commenced, 
the  city  was  ohferved  to  be  blazing 
in  two  places ;  but  though  the 
bombardment  and  cannonade  con¬ 
tinued  lor  twelve  hours,  it  pro¬ 
duced  nb  oyerture  from  the  gar- 
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rifon,  whofc  fire,  however,  wag 
but  flack  from  the  ramparts  and 
citadel.  On  the  night  of  the  3d,  the 
energy  of  the  befiegers  in  a  great 
meafure  abated,  in  confequence  of  a 
hope  being  entertained,  that  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  the  city,  perceiving  the 
devaluation  which  had  already  been 
occafioned,  would  think  himfeif 
juftified  in  offering  to  furrender. 
In  this  humane  prefumption  the 
Engiifh  commanders  were  deceived, 
and  on  the  next  evening  the  fire 
was  refumed  with  the  fury  and 
effedf,  which  had  characterized 
their  firft  efforts.  Thus,  different 
quarters  of  the  city  were  kept  in 
flames  till  the  evening  of  the  cth, 
when  a  conflderable  part  of  it  was 
confumed,  and  the  conflagration, 
having  arrived  at  a  great  height, 
threatened  the  deft  rudt  ion  of  the 
whole  place.  Whereupon,  general 
Peyman  fent  out  a  flag  of  truce, 
and  defired  anarmiftice  of  twenty- 
four  hours  for  preparing  an  agree¬ 
ment  on  which  articles  of  capitu¬ 
lation  might  be  founded.  Lord 
Cathcart  objected  to  grant  the  ar- 
miftice,  as  tending  to  unneceffary 
delay,  and  the  works  were  con¬ 
tinued  ;  but  the  firing  was  coun¬ 
termanded,  and  lieutenant-colonel 
Murray  was  feet  into  the  town  to 
explain,  that  no  propofal  of  capi¬ 
tulation  could  be  liftened  to,  unlefs 
it  were  accompanied  by  the  fur- 
render  of  the  fleet.  This  bafis 
having  been  admitted  by  general 
Peyman,  in  a  fubfequent  letter  on 
the  6th,  fir  Arthur  Welleiley,  fir 
Home  Popham,  and  lieutenant- 
colonel  Murray,  were  appointed  to 
fettle  with  the  Danifh  governor  the 
terms  of  the  capitulation,  which 
were  drawn  up  that  night,  and  ra¬ 
tified  by  both  parties  the  next 
morning.  It  was  ftipulated,  that 
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lioflilities  fhould  immediately  ceafe 
throughout  the  ifland  of  Zealand, 
that  ail  prifoners  taken  on  both 
fides  fhould  be  unconditionally  re- 
flored,  and  that  thofe  officers  who 
were  prifoners  on  parole  fhould  be 
releafed  from  its  effect.  The  Eng- 
lifh  troops  were  to  be  put  in  pof- 
feffion  of  the  citadel  and  dock-yard; 
and  the  flips  and  vefiels  of  war  of 
every  kind,  with  all  the  naval 
fores,  belonging  to  his  Danifh  ma- 
jefty,  were  to  be  delivered  into  the 
charge  of  fuch  perfons  as  fhould  be 
named  by  the  commander-in-chief 
of  the  Britifh  forces.  The  Englifh 
ftore-ihips  and  tranfports  were  to  be 
allowed  to  enter  the  harbour,  for 
the  purpofe  of  embarking  fuch 
fores  and  troops  as  they  had 
brought  into  the  ifland.  As  foon 
as  the  (hips  could  be  removed  from 
the  dock-yards,  or  at  farthef, 
within  fix  weeks  from  the  date  of 
the  capitulation,  the  Englifh  en¬ 
gaged  to  ref  ore  the  citadel  to  the 
troops  of  the  king  of  Denmark, 
and  to  quit  the  whole  ifland  in  the 
fame  time,  or  more  fpeedily  if  pof- 
fible.  No  perfon  was  to  be  mo. 
lefted,  all  property,  both  public 
and  private,  with  the  exception  of 
the  flips  and  llores,  was  to  be  re- 
fpeded  ;  and  any  Englifh  property, 
that  might  have  been  fequefrated 
in  confequence  of  the  hoflilities, 
was  to  be  returned  to  the  owners. 
The  civil  and  military  officers  of 
the  king  of  Denmark  were  to  con¬ 
tinue  in  the  full  exereife  of  their 
authority  throughout  the  ifland  of 
Zealand  ;  and  every  thing  was  to 
be  done  to  produce  union  and  har¬ 
mony  between  the  two  parties. 

This  bufinefs  being  concluded, 
the  Britifh  grenadiers,  with  de¬ 
tachments  from  all  the  other  corps 
of  cavalry  and  infantry,  under  the 
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command  of  colonel  Cameron  of 
the  79th  regiment,  attended  by 
two  brigades  of  artillery,  marched 
into  the  citadel ;  where  major-ge¬ 
neral  Spencer  having  embarked  his 
brigade,  he  afterwards  landed  in 
the  dock-yard,  and  took  poffeffion 
of  the  flips  of  the  line  and  all  the 
arfenal,  from  which  the  Danifh 
guards  withdrew,  when  thofe  of 
his  Britannic  majef  y  were  ready  to 
replace  them,  and  proper  officers 
attended  to  deliver  fores,  as  far 
as  inventories  could  be  made  up. 
The  city  was  yet  in  a  fate  of  the 
greatef  ferment  and  diforder;  and 
therefore  lord  Cathcart  mof  wil¬ 
lingly  granted  general  Peyman’s 
requef,  that  the  Englifh  troops 
fhould  not  be  quartered  in  it,  and 
that  neither  officers  nor  foldiers 
fhould  enter  the  place  for  fome 
days ;  and  as  his  lordfhip  could 
command  aecefs  to  the  town  from 
the  citadel,  whenever  it  might  be 
needful,  he  had  no  objeflion  to 
leaving  the  other  gates  of  Copen» 
hagen  in  the  hands  of  the  Danifh. 
troops,  and  to  commit  the  police 
of  it  to  the  regular  magif  rates. 

The  lofs  of  the  Englifh  in  this 
achievement  was  very  trifling. 
The  killed,  wounded,  and  miffing, 
of  the  troops  did  not  amount  to 
two  hundred  men  ;  nor  of  the  ma¬ 
rine  forces,  to  above  fifty.  The 
greatef  misfortune  fufained  afloat 
was  in  an  armed  flip,  which  was 
blown  up  by  a  (hell,  and  nearly 
twenty  perfons  in  her  perifhed. 
The  Danifh  garrifon  is  faid  to  have 
loft  three  hundred  men,  and  two 
of  the  enemy’s  boats  were  blown 
up  with  about  fifty  failors  in  each ; 
but  the  damage  occafloned  by  the 
bombardment  in  Copenhagen  was 
extremely  great.  Four  hundred 
houfes  were  burnt  to  the  ground, 
4]  tfe f 
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the  univerfity  and  principal  church 
were  laid  in  ruins  ;  and,  according 
$o  the  mofl;  moderate  calculation, 
fifteen  hundred  perfons  were  killed 
by  the  expiofion  of  the  (hells,  or 
by  other  cafualties.  In  confe- 
quence  of  the  capitulation,  the  (hips 
of  the  line,  frigates,  brigs,  and 
gun-boats,  with  an  immenfe  quan¬ 
tity  of  naval  (lores  of  every 
kind,  having  been  delivered  up 
to  his  majedy's  forces,  ad¬ 
miral  Gambier  immediately  gave 
orders  to  fit  the  veffels  out  for  fea, 
and  to  embark  the  (lores,  with  the 
utmoft  celerity.  It  appeared  that 
$he  crown,  prince  had  fent  orders 
by  an  officer  to  general  Peyman, 
in  cafe  he  (hould  be  forced  to  ca¬ 
pitulate,  rather  to  deftroy  the  fleet 
than  fuffer  it  to  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  Englifh  ;  but  the  lieutenant, 
who  conveyed  thefe  diredlions,  was 
intercepted  in  his  route,  not  how¬ 
ever  before  he  had  torn  the  dif- 
patches,  on  perceiving  that  he  mud 
be  taken  prifoner. 

It  "was  fuppofed  that  minifters 
were  by  no  means  pleafed  with  the 
engagement  which  had  been  en¬ 
tered  into,  to  abandon  Zealand  in 
fix  weeks ;  and  it  is  even  fa  id  that 
they  had  formed  a  wifh,  that  an 
Englifh  garrifon  (hould  remain  in 
the  iflanch,  at  lead  for  fome  time. 
However  that  may  be,  they  cer¬ 
tainly  hoped  to  be  able  to  reconcile 
the  crown- prince  to  the  meafure 
which  had  been  adopted,  and  to 
renew  the  friendfhip  between  Great 
Britain  and  Denmark  ;  for  fhortly 
after  the  capitulation  at  Copen¬ 
hagen  was  known,  Mr.  Jackfon 
defired  permifljon  to  land  at  Gold¬ 
ing,  with  the  intent  of  proceeding 
to  the  Danifh  court ;  but  his  re- 
qued  was  refufed.  Whereupon, 
early  in  October,  Mr.  Murray  was 


fent  on  a  million  to  the  regent  or 
Denmark  ;  and  poffibly  he  was  au~ 
thorifed  to  make  fome  propofals 
relative  to  the  continuance  of  the 
Britifh  forces  in  Zealand  :  what¬ 
ever  were  his  inbruflions,  he  had 
no  opportunity  of  ailing  on  them, 
as  he  never  could  prevail  on  the 
minibers  of  his  royal,  highnefs  to 
have  any  intercourfe  with  him. 

Within  the  fpecified  time  for 
evacuating  Zealand,  fix  teen  fail 
of  the  line,  nine  frigates,  fourteen 
(loops  of  war,  befides  fmalier  veffels 
and  gun-boats,  were  rigged,  and 
brought  out  of  the  harbour  of  Co¬ 
penhagen.  All  the  large  (hips  were 
laden  with  fpars,  mads,  timber, 
and  other  dores  from  the  arfenal ; 
from  whence  alfo  ninety-two  car¬ 
goes  were  (hipped  on  board  trans¬ 
ports  and  other  veffels,  and  the 
fum  of  their  burthens  exceeded 

■  V 

twenty  thoufand  tons.  Of  three 
men-of-war  on  the  docks,  two 
were  taken  to  pieces  and  brought 
away  ;  and  the  third,  with  two 
frigates,  was  defiroyed.  The  em¬ 
barkation  of  the  troops, cannon,  and 
baggage,  commenced  on  the  13th 
of  October,  and  continued  without 
any  intermiffion  till  the  1 8th,  when 
it  was  interrupted  bya  gale  of  wind. 
It  confequen tly  appearing  impoffi- 
ble  to  complete  the  total  evacua¬ 
tion  of  the  ifland  by  the  evening 
of  the  19th,  according  to  agree¬ 
ment,  a  correfpondence  took  place 
between  lord  Cathcart  and  general 
Peyman,  who,  though  he  did  not 
fee.m  inclined  to  renew  hoftilities, 
was  diffatisfied  that  the  Britibi 
commanders  held  it  right  to  retain 

O 

poffc-fiion  of  the  citadel.  Luckily, 
the  wind  fubfided  on  the  next 
morning,  and  all  the  Englifh  were 
embarked,  the  lad  detachment  of 
them  being  relieved  by  a  Danifli 

guard. 
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guard.  The  precautions  taken 
to  fecure  the  men  from  infult  on 
their  departures  were  found  un~ 
neceffary,  as  not  the  lead  attempt 
was  made  by  the  Danes  either 
to  impede  or  annoy  the  forces  in 
their  progrefs,  With  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  the  guard  above  mentioned, 
none  of  the  Danifh  troops  appeared; 
neither  was  there  any  concourfe  of 
people,  when  the  Engiifh  quitted 
the  place. 

It  has  been  dated,  that  the 
prince  regent  had  declared  war 
againd  Great  Britain,  Ihortiy  after 
he  was  acquainted  with  the  object 
of  the  expedition  ;  and  when  the 
fuccefs  of  the  Engiifh  arms  was 
known  in  London,  a  declaration 
was  published,  in  which  the  rea- 
fons  that  had  aftuated  his  majedy’s 
fervants  in  fending  out  the  arma¬ 
ment  were  detailed.  The  con- 
clufion  of  this  date  paper  invited 
Denmark  to  return  to  her  con¬ 
nexion  with  England,  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  terms.  ((  Notwithftanding 
the  declaration  of  war  on  the  part 
pf  the  Danifh  government,  it^ftill 
remains  for  Denmark  to  determine 
whether  war  (hall  continue  between 
the  two  nations.  His  majedy  dill 
offers  an  amicable  arrangement. 
He  is  anxious  to  (heathe  the  fvvord, 
which  he  has  mod  reluttantly  been 
compelled  to  draw  ;  and  he  is  ready 
to  demondrate  to  Denmark  and  to 
the  world,  that  having  atded  folely 
upon  the  fenfe  of  what  was  due  to 
the  fecurity  of  his  own  dominions, 
he  is  not  dedrous,  from  any  other 
motive,  or  for  any  other  objetd  of 
aggrandifernent,  to  carry  meafures 
of  hodility  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  neceffity  which  has  produced 
them. 5 *  As  foon,  however,  as  it 
Was  found  that  nothing  could  ap- 
peafe  the  refentment  of  the  c  rewri¬ 


te 

prince,  and  that  all  endeavours  to 
eftablifh  a  diplomatic  intercourfe, 
by  which  it  was  hoped  to  induce 
him  to  recal  his  declaration  of  war, 
were  ineffedlual,  hoftiiities  were 
proclaimed  againd  Denmark  on  the 
4th  of  November,  and  letters  of 
marque  and  reprifals  iffued  at  the 
fame  time.  Several  hardi  decrees 
were  promulgated  by  the  Danidi 
government,  againd  the  perfons  and 
property  of  Britifh  fubjefts  at  the 
latter  end  of  the  year;  one  of 
which  denounced  the  penalty  of 
death  againd  every  Dane,  who 
fhould  have  any  communication 
with  England,  heddes  the  forfeiture 
of  the  goods,  which  might  be  the 
f abject  of  fuch  correspondence,  if 
they  could  ]ae  found.  After  the 
departure  of  the  Engiifh.  frorp  Zea¬ 
land,  the  Danes  made  the  mod 
drenuous  exertions  to  recruit  their 
marine  ;  and  by  the  month  of  De¬ 
cember,  they  had  nearly  equipped 
two  fail  of  the  line,  three  frigates, 
thirteen  brigs  carrying  from  four¬ 
teen  to  eighteen  guns,  ten  gun¬ 
boats  mounting  from  two  to  fix 
guns,  independently  of  numerous 
yawls,  each  provided  with  a  gun, 
and  in  fome  inftances,  four  how¬ 
itzers.  Mod  of  thefe  fmaller  vef- 
« 

fels  were  fitted  out  with  the  ma¬ 
terials  in  the  merchants’  yards, 
which  by  the  terms  of  the  con¬ 
vention  were  not  to  be  touched,  as 
they  were  deemed  private  property. 
It  is  alfo  dated,  that  when  the 
fleet  was  furrendered,  the  officers 
appointed  to  give  it  up  aderted 
that  the  drips  were  unprovided 
with  boats ;  and  it  is  added,  that 
the  boats  having  been  previoufly 
fent  away,  were  effectually  con¬ 
cealed  until  admiral  Gambier  fet 
fail,  when  great  numbers  of  them 
appeared  in  the  harbour,  and  many 
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of  them  were*  furnifhed  with  guns 
to  harafs  the  Britifh  traders  in 
the  Baltic.  It  is  certain,  that 
feveral  Englifh  merchant  vefTeis 
were  captured,  and  carried  into 
Elfineur  by  the  row-boats,  which 
added  fo  clofely  to  the  fhore,  that 
our  cruifers  could  not  Hand  in  near 
enough  to  prevent  their  depreda¬ 
tions.  The  cargoes  of  the  veflels 
thus  feized  were  very  valuable, 
becaufe,  under  an  apprehenfion  of 
a  rupture  with  the  court  of  St.  Pe- 
terihurg,  large  fupplies  of  timber 
and  hemp  were  purchafed  in  Ruffia 
by  Englifh  merchants,  and  were 
unfortunately,  for  the  mod  part, 
conveyed  by  fingle  (hips,  which, 
therefore,  eafily  became  a  prey  to 
this  petty  flotilla. 

The  proprietyfind  juft  ice  of  the 
expedition  to  f  he  Baltic  were 
ftrongly  queftioned  ;  and  the  mea. 
fure  was  even  thought  by  many 
perfons  difgraceful  to  the  national 
charader  of  Great  Britain.  It  was 
after  ted  in  the  declaration,  which 
appeared  on  the  25  th  of  September, 
that  his  majefty’s  minifters  had 
received  the  moft  pofuive  intelli- 
gervce  of  the  French  ruler’s  deftgn 
to  occupy  the  territory  of  Holftein 
with  a  military  force,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  excluding  England  from  her 
accuftomed  channels  of  intercourfe 
with  the  continent ;  of  inducing 
the  court  of  Denmark  to  clofe  the 
paffage  of  the  Sound  again#  the 
Britifh  commerce  and  fhips  ;  and 
of  availing  himfelf  of  the  aid  of 
the  Danifh  marine  to  invade  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  This  infor¬ 
mation,  it  was  afterwards  affirmed 
by  government,  had  been  derived 
from  fecret  agents,  who  alfo  com¬ 
municated  to  them  that  a  projed 
had  been  entertained,  in  the  con¬ 
ferences  between  the  emperor 


Alexanderand  Buonaparte  at  Tilfif, 
of  combining  the  powers  of  the 
continent  in  one  general  confede¬ 
racy,  with  the  intent  either  of 
fubjugating  Great  Britain  entirely, 
or  of  impofing  on  her  an  infecure 
and  ignominious  peace  ;  and  that, 
for  this  end,  it  had  been  determined 
to  bring  to  bear  again!!  her  the 
whole  of  the  naval  force  of  Europe, 
and  fpecifically  the  fleets  of  Por¬ 
tugal  and  Denmark.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  minifters  might 
have  received  this  intelligence  ; 
nor  can  they  be  blamed  for  not  dif- 
clofing  the  fources  from  which  they 
obtained  it.  It  has  been  objeded, 
indeed,  that  as  the  treaty  of  Tilfit 
was  concluded  on  the  7th  of  July, 
and  the  order  for  the  expedition  to 
fail  was  figned  on  the  19th  of  the 
fame  month,  it  was  impoffible  for 
fueh  advices  to  arrive  in  the  inter¬ 
val  ;  but  it  ought  to  be  recolleded, 
that  the  iirft  interview  between 
Buonaparte  and  the  emperor  of 
Ruffia  took  place  on  the  25th  of 
June  ;  and  it  does  not  follow,  be- 
caufe  the  treaty  was  not  completed 
till  twelve  days  afterwards,  that 
the  fecret  articles,  to  be  contained 
in  if,  might  not,  by  fome  means, 
have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
agents  employed  by  the  Englifh 
government,  before  the  treaty  was 
finally  fettled.  A s  all  papers 
that  could  throw  any  light  upon 
this  point  were  mo  ft  properly  with¬ 
held,  it  would  be  futile  to  attempt 
to  difcufs  the  matter  any  farther 
than  to  {how,  that  it  was  pradica- 
ble  for  the  communication  in  quef- 
tion  to  be  made.  After  the  arma¬ 
ment  had  failed,  minifters  arefaid  to 
have  obtained  a  c®rroboration  of  the 
notice  already  acquired,  that  it  was 
Buonaparte’s  objed  to  appropriate 
to  himfelf  the  Danifh  navy,  as  the 

means 
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smeans  of  aggreftion  againft  the 
united  kingdom  ;  firft,  through 
fome  perfons  conne&ed  with  the 
malcontents  in  Ireland,  who  were 
acquainted,  not  only  with  the  plan, 
but  with  the  probable  time  when 
the  defeent  in  that  country  was  to 
be  effected  ;  and  fecondly,  from  the 
court  ofLifbon,  which  immediately 
informed  the  Britifh  cabinet  of 
the  demand  made  by  the  French 
ambalfador,  that  the  harbours  of 
Portugal  fhould  be  fhut  againft 
Englifti  vefiels,  and  that  the  Por- 
tuguefe  fleet  fnould  be  rendered, 
in  conjunfti©n  with  that  of  Den¬ 
mark,  the  inftrument  of  the  Gallic 
ruler's  vengeance  againft  Great 
Britain.  Still,  though  the  French 
ambafifador  unqueftionably  re¬ 
quired  that  the  harbours  of  Por¬ 
tugal  fhould  be  clofed  againft  Bri¬ 
tifh  fhips,  and  that  her  fleet  fhould 
be  placed  at  the  difpofal  of  his 
mafter,  no  documents  was  ever  pro¬ 
duced  by  miniflers  to  demonftrate 
his  mentioning  at  the  fame  time, 
that  the  fleet  of  Denmark  was  alfo 
to  be  engaged  in  a  fimilar  fervice  ; 
and  this  circumftance  is  the  more 
extraordinary,  as  there  could  have 
been  noobjetlion  to  bring  forward 
this  teflimony,  if  it  exifted,  after 
the  court  of  Lifbon  had  embarked 
for  the  Brazils. 

Whatever  were  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  Englifh  government  pro¬ 
ceeded  againft  Denmark,  and  whe¬ 
ther  they  were  animated  by  niere 
inference  and  forefight,  or  by  fuch 
intelligence  as  they  concluded  to 
warrant  decifive  meafures,  it  can 
fcarcely  be  doubted  that  it  was 
really  Buonaparte’s  intention  to 
feize  the  fleet  in  the  dock  yard  of 
Copenhagen,  if  he  cuuld.  As  to 
the  power  of  Denmark  to  refill  the 
project,  Ihe  might  probably  have 
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been  able  to  prevent  her  navy  from 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  French, 
with  the  afliftanceot  Great  Britain, 
or,  poffibly,  even  without  it;  but 
then  flie  mull  have  abandoned  her 
continental  dominions  to  the  grafp 
of  Buonaparte ;  and  as  the  high 
value  which  fhe  fet  upon  thofe  ter¬ 
ritories  was  notorious,  it  is  mall 
likely  that  fhe  would,  perhaps,  in¬ 
deed,  with  regret,  have  fubsnitted 
to  France  rather  than  have  re- 
figned  them. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  fee  ms  pretty 
evident,  that  the  French  ruler 
would  have  rendered  the  maritime 
ftrength  of  Denmark  fubfervient 
to  his  wiflies,  if  he  had  not  been 
anticipated;  but  the  juftice  of  the 
expedition  muft  be  depend  on  the 
nature  of  the  advices,  laid  to  have 
been  received  by  his  majefty’s 
fervants  previoufty  to  the  orders 
given  for  its  failing  ;  for  whatever 
happened  afterwards,  although  it 
might  prove  the  fagacity  and  fore¬ 
fight  of  miniflers,  could  never  re¬ 
concile  the  original  conception  of 
the  enterprife  to  the  principles  of 
equity  and  honour.  Many  people, 
even  among  thofe  who  difapproved 
of  the  meafure  in  the  firft  in  ft  a  nee, 
cenfured  the  relinquifhment  of 
Zealand,  after  it  had  once  been 
taken.  It  was  argued,  that  as  the 
refen tment  of  the  Danes  had  been 
incurred,  it  would  have  been,  at 
lead,  proper,  to  add  to  our  own 
fecurity,  by  placing  a  garrlfon  in 
the  ifiend,  and  thus,  in  a  great 
degree,  to  prevent  the  means  of 
future  annoyance,  and  command 
the  paftage  of  the  Sound;  but  the 
inconvenience  of  employing  fo  large 
a  force  as  would  have  been  requi- 
fite  to  maintain  the  permanent 
pofteftion  of  Zealand,  confidering 
that  the  population  muft  have  been 

hoftile. 
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hoftiie,  would  have  been  much 
greater,  than  any  advantage  that 
could  have  arifen  from  holding 
it. 

Opinions  may  differ  concerning 
the  policy  and  juftice  of  the  expe¬ 
dition  to  Copenhagen  ;  yet  there 
can  be  but  one  fentiment  on  the 
imprudence,  as  well  a3  the  inhuma¬ 
nity,  of  the  crown-prince  in  per. 
knitting  his  troops  to  offer  a  hope, 
lefs  refinance  to  the  Britifn  arms, 
by  which  a  crowded  capital  was 
expofed  to  all  the  horrors  of  a  fiege 
and  bombardment.  To  fan<ftion 
this  refinance  was  as  wanton  in 
point  of  cruelty,  as  it  was  unriecef- 
lary  to  his  honour ;  efpecially  as 
he  did  not  participate  in  the  danger 
himfelf.  The  deflruft ion  of  houfes 
and  property,  and  the  wafle  of  the 
blood  of  his  fubjedts,  were  not  ren¬ 
dered  expedient  to  prove  to  the 
world,  the  repugnance  with  which 


the  fleet  was  furrendered,  or  the  de- 
teftation  with  which  he  regarded 
the  whole  tranfa&ion,  which 
might  as  well  have  been  mani- 
fefted  by  a  declaration  of  war 
againft  Great  Britain,  and  a  detail 
of  the  circumftances  that  produced 
it.  In  one  inftance,  neverthelefs, 
the  expreffion  of  his  refen t meet 
was  dignified.  His  royal  high- 
nefs  had  received  in  the  year  i  Soy 
an  Er.glifh-built  frigate,  as  a  pre- 
fent  from  bis  Britannic  majefty. 
When  the  Englifh  carried  away  the 
Danifh  navy,  this  veffel  was  left 
in  the  dock-yard,  as  a  mark  of 
refpedf  at  once  to  the  donor  and 
the  crown-prince ;  but  his  royal 
highnefs,  on  his  return  to  Copenha¬ 
gen,  ordered  the  frigate  to  be  man¬ 
ned  with  fixteen  Britifh  bailors, 
who  had  been  taken  prifoner-s, 
furnifhed  with  the  neceffary  pro- 
vifions,  and  fent  back  to  England. 
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Body  of  France.  Buonaparte* s  Speech.  Annual  Report  of  the  State  of 
the  Nation.  French  Budget.  Report  of  the  Receipts  and  Dijlurfemetits 
cf  the  Year  1806.  Scheme  for  rendering  the  Bureaux  of  Public  Accomp  - 
tan  is  applicable  to  many  ufeful  Purpojes.  Abolition  of  the  Tribunate ,  which  is 
incorporated  with  the  Legijlative  Afembly .  Proceedings  relative  to  Judges . 
Buonaparte  demands  the  Daughter  of  the  King  of  Saxony  in  Marriage 
for  his  Brother  Jerome .  That  Princefs  declines  a  French  Alliance • 

Jerome  Buonaparte  cfpoufes  the  Princefs  Catherine  of  ll  irtemberg. 

IT  certainly  is  an  unpleafmg  talk  better  fhow  the  abjeft  fpirit  of  the 

to  record  the  fervility  of  hu-  people  on  the  continent  at  this  time, 

man  nature,  yet,  as  nothing  can  than  the  boundlefs  adulation  which 

the 
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tht  French  ruler  received,  during 
his  refidence  at  Drefden  and  in  his 
journey  from  thence  to  Paris,  the 
fuppreffion  of  fads,  however  de¬ 
grading  they  may  be  to  the  moral 
character  of  any  nation,  would  be 
unwarrantable.  Before  Buonaparte 
left  the  Saxon  capital,  a  fingular 
piece  of  flattery  was  intended  to 
be  offered  to  him  ;  but  the  celerity 
of  his  motions  foiled  the  defign. 
The  members  of  the  univerfity  of 
Leipftc  thought  they  could  not 
more  worthily  celebrate  the  reite¬ 
ration  of  peace  on  the  continent, 
and,  according  to  their  own  lan¬ 
guage,  the  prefence  of  Napoleon 
the  immortal  in  their  country,  than 
by  fixing  in  the  imperifnable  fir¬ 
mament  a  laftingnionument  of  their 
refped  and  regard  for  the  hero, 
who,  amidft  the  tumult  of  war, 
and  in  the  courfe  of  his  career,  had 
condefcended  to  grant  this  feat  of 
the  mufes  his  efpecial  protection. 
Profeffors  Hindenburg  and  Rudiger 
were,  therefore,  confulted  on  the 
point,  and  they  were  of  opinion, 
that  even  if  time  were  afforded  for 
the  enquiries  of  the  aftranomers, 
no  region  could  be  found  for  the 
nomination  of  a  new  ftar,  adapted 
to  the  dignity  of  the  objeCt  *  ;  but 
that,  as  had  been  done  in  ancient 
and  modern  times,  part  of  a  con- 
Ifellation  might  be  chafe n  for  this 
purpofe.  The  univerfity  confo- 
quently  agreed  to  call  by  the  name 
of  Napoleon,  the  Bars  which  lie 
between  the  girdle  and  fword  of 
Orion;  and  this  defignation  of  them 
was  thought  the  more  appropriate, 
fince  the  group  arifes  laterally  over 
the  Eridanus,  or  Po,  on  whofe 
banks  the  Aurora  of  Napoleon  was 
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apparent  in  his  foil  great  exploits.* 
and  becaufe  it  reaches  to  the  equa¬ 
tor,  thus  uniting  the  interefts  of 
the  north  and  fauthT  Having  in 
this  manner  agreed  to  elevate  Buo¬ 
naparte's  name  to  theflars,  a  great 
number  of  deputies  were  chofen  to 
prefent  him  with  a  map  of  this  new 
conftellation,  an  uniform  was  adopt¬ 
ed  for  the  perfons  who  were  to  be 
employed  in  this  fervice,  and  a 
Latin  poem  was  written  for  the  oc- 
cafion,  which  was  to  be  fpoken  to 
him  ;  but  whether  Buonaparte  was 
indifferent  to  the  fublime  honour, 
that  was  to  be  conferred  on  him, 
or  that  he  had  no  leifure  to  infpeCt 
the  map  of  the  novel  fphere,  over 
which  his  name  was  to  prefide, 
he  mod  ungratefully  took  his  de¬ 
parture,  before  the  tardinefs  of  fcho- 
laftic  preparation  had  made  all  the 
requifite  arrangements  on  this  im¬ 
portant  matter,  to  the  great  dis¬ 
appointment,  no  doubt,  of  the  au¬ 
thor  of  the  poem,  and  of  the  whole 
body  of  the  univerfity. 

The  attentions  of  the  duke  of 
Weimar  to  Buonaparte  were  mo*® 
excufable ;  becaufe  he  had  been  per* 
mitted  to  retain  his  dominions, 
though  he  was  in  the  Pruihan  fer¬ 
vice  at  the  commencement  of  the 
war.  This  piece  of  good  fortune 
he  owed  to  the  interceffion  of  his 
wife,  who,  by  her  dignified  man¬ 
ners  and  confummate  addrefs,  had 
appeafed  the  refentmenc  of  the 
French  ruler,  when  he  entered  Wei¬ 
mar  after  the  battle  of  Aueriladt. 
As  foon  as  the  duke  was  informed 
that  Buonaparte  was  approaching 
his  capital,  he  mounted  his  horfe 
in  great  hafte  to  meet  him,  and 
conduct  him  to  the  city.  Though 


*  The  members  of  the  univerfity  were  probably  influenced  in  this  refpe£t  by  a  re¬ 
collection  of  the  line  of  Juvenal : 

Unus  Pdlaeo  juveni  non  iufficit  orbis  5 


Buonapariae 
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Buonaparte  had  declared,  that  he 
fhould  only  wait  before  the  poft- 
houfe  of  the  place  while  he  changed 
horfes,  when  he  arrived  there,  he 
found  deputies  from  the  burghers 
of  Weimar,  as  well  as  from  the 
univerfity  of  Jena,  and  from  the 
citizens  of  that  town,  anxioufly  de- 
firing  to  be  prcfented  to  him,  whom 
he  gracioully  received.  At  Gotha 
he  was  entertained  in  the  moil 
magnificent  manner,  and  when  he 
left  it,  theobfequiousdukeof  Wei¬ 
mar  preceded  him,  again  to  pay 
his  court  to  him,  as  he  palled 
through  Eifenach.  At  Frankfort 
the  citizens  were  under  arms,  from 
morning  till  night  for  four  days, 
jexpedting  his  return.  The  prince 
primate  went  out  feveral  times  to 
meet  him,  but  to  no  purpofe.  At 
length,  he  made  his  appearance, 
and  gratified  his  refpcdful  vaffais 
by  giving  audience  to  them.  A- 
mongft  the  feveral  ai'ftinguifhed 
characters,  who  had  been  in  at¬ 
tendance,  were  the  king  and  he¬ 
reditary  prince  of  Wirtemberg,  the 
grand  duke  of  Baden  and  his  eldeft 
fon,  with  a  crowd  of  other  perfons 
of  rank.  Buonaparte  reached  Saint 
Cloud  on  the  27th  of  July,  at  five 
o'clock  in  the  morning ;  and  at 
nine,  his  arrival  was  announced  by 
the  difeha rge  of  fixty  pieces  of  can¬ 
non. 

On  the  next  day,  the  conftituted 
authorities  paid  their  homage  to  the 
French  ruler.  The  addrefies,  pro¬ 
nounced  by  the  orators  of  tliefe 
public  bodies,  were  marked  by  all 
that  extravagance  of  panegyric  and 
flattery  which  might,  be  expe&ed. 
The  confiflory  of  the  proteflant 
church  offered  their  congratulations 
on  the  9th  of  Auguft,  to  which  he 
took  that  opportunity  of  making 
the  following  marked  reply.  “  I 


accept  the  blefilng  and  good  wifhes, 
of  the  confiflory.  You  owe  me 
no  obligation.  I  wifn  not  men  to 
think  themfelves  indebted  to  me, 
becaufe  1  have  been  merely  juft. 
Confcience  is  not  within  the  jurif- 
dibtion  of  human  laws.  I>  guaran¬ 
tee  to  you,  for  myfelf  and  fuccef- 
fors,  not  only  the  fuperintendence, 
but  alfo  the  perfect  freedom  and 
inviolability  of  your  worfhip.  The 
proteftants  have  always  proved 
themfelves  to  be  good  citizens,  and 
faithful  fubjeFts  of  ihe  law.  Though 
I  do  not  profefs  their  religion,  tell 
them  that  I  place  them  in  the  cir¬ 
cle  of  my  beft  friends. 5> 

On  the  15th  there  was  a  grand 
fete  at  Paris  to  celebrate  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  French  arms,  and  the 
conclufion  of  peace.  Accompanied 
by  his  wife  Jofephine,  and  attend¬ 
ed  by  the  perfons,  whom  he  called 
the  princes  and  princeffes  of  his 
family  and  the  princes  of  the  em¬ 
pire,  all  the  members  of  his  ho  life¬ 
hold  and  court,  the  foreign  prin¬ 
ces  refident  in  the  metropolis  of 
France,'  and  the  diplomatic  body, 
the  Gallic  autocrat  proceeded  to 
the  cathedral  of  Notre  Dame, 
which  was  fuperbly  ornamented 
with  tapeftry  for  the  occafion, 
where  divine  fervice  was  perform¬ 
ed.  The  houfes  in  all  the  ftreets, 
through  which  this  fplendid  train 
palled,  were  decorated  with  colours, 
flowers,  and  devices.  In  the  even¬ 
ing  there  were  an  aflembly  at  the 
Thuilieries,  a  concert  in  the  gar¬ 
dens  belonging  to  them,  a  general 
illumination  in  the  city,  and  a 
beautiful  difplay  of  fireworks  on 
the  Pont  Neuf.  Buonaparte  under- 
derftood  admirably  well  the  paftior* 
of  the  French  in  general,  and  above 
all,  of  the  Pariftans,  for  magnifri 
cent  fpe&acles  j  and  he  always  took 

§are 
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care  to  gratify  them  in  this  refpecl, 
by  an  extreme  attention  to  the 
moft  brilliantly  dramatic  efted, 
in  the  conduct  of  all  his  public 
fcftivals. 

In  order  to  magnify  his  triumph 
and  gratify  the  vanity  of  the 
French,  the  report  made  by  mar- 
fhal  Berthier  to  the  war  depart¬ 
ment,  of  the  number  of  Pruftfan 
prifoners  taken  in  the  late  cam¬ 
paigns,  was  publilhed  in  the  Moni- 
teur,  foon  after  Buonaparte's  ar- 
arrival  in  France.  It  amount¬ 
ed  to  5,179  officers  of  all  ranks, 
and  122,418  non-commiffioned  offi¬ 
cers  and  privates.  But  as  mili¬ 
tary  glory  was,  at  this  period, 
thought  by  the  French  government 
to  he  incomplete  without  the  via¬ 
ble  figns  of  trophies  and  plunder, 
it  was  afterwards  announced,  that 
the  various  packages,  containing 
valuable  paintings,  works  of  art, 
rare  manufcripts,  and  other  curi- 
ofities,  which  had  reached  the  Im¬ 
perial  Mufeum,  from  Berlin  and 
Potzdam,  were  no  lefs  than  two 
hundred  and  fifty  ;  and  the  public 
was  informed,  that  as  foon  as  the 
contents  of  them  were  properly  dif- 
pofed,  they  would  be  open  to  its 
infpedion. 

The  Englifh  reader  will  be  fur. 
prifed  to  learn,  that  thefeffionof  the 

6th  ^eg^at^ve  Body  was 
opened  on  a  Sunday,.  A 
great  deal  of  anxiety  had  been  felt 
by  the  natives  of  France  as  well  as 
the  politicians  of  Europe,  to  know 
what  would  be  the  fubjcds  of  the 
French  ruler's  fpeech  at  this  par¬ 
ticular  juncture.  It  was  not  fo 
important  as  they  expelled  it  would 
prove.  Buonaparte  had  become  more 
cautious,  perhaps  more  dignified, 
in  his  mode  of  expreffion,  than  he 
was  ufed  to  be.  The  harangue  did 
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not  contain  any  of  the  infolent 
threats,  or  of  the  ridiculous  effu- 
ftons  of  vanity  and  rancour,  which 
were  to  he  found  in  fome  of  his 
former  ad<lreffes.  In  a  *ew  ffiort 
fentences,  he  informed  his  auditors 
that  fince  he  laft  had  met  them, 
new  wars,  new  triumphs,  and  new 
treaties  had  changed  the  political 
face  of  Europe  ;  that  if  the  Houfe  of 
Brandenburg  fill  reigned ,  it  owed  its 
prefervation  to  the  fncere  friendjhip 
which  he  felt  for  the  powerful  em¬ 
peror  of  the  North;  that  France  was 
united  to  the  people  of  Germany 
by  the  laws  of  the  Confederation 
of  the  Rhine — to  thofe  of  Spain, 
of  Holland,  of  Switzerland,  and  of 
the  Italies  by  the  laws  of  the  fede¬ 
rative  fvftem;  that  her  new  con¬ 
nexions  with  Ruffia  were  cemented 
by  the  reciprocal  efteem  of  thefe 
two  great  nations  ;  that  Saxony 
had  recovered  her  independence  ; 
that  a  French  prince  was  to  reiga 
on  the  Elbe  ;  that  the  influence  fo 
long  exercifed  by  England  over  the 
continent  was  irrecoverably  left  ; 
and  that  he  wifhed  for  a  maritime 
peace.  He  moreover  mentioned 
the  profperous  ftate  of  the  finances ; 
the  happy  effeds  refuking  from 
the  eftablifliment  of  the  legion  of 
honour ;  and  what  was  of  much 
more  confequence  to  the  people  of 
France,  an  intended  diminution  of 
the  tax  upon  landed  property.  He 
ftated,  that  the  condud  of  the 
French  people,  when  their  emperor 
was  removed  upwards  of  five  hun¬ 
dred  leagues  from  them,  had  in- 
creafcd  his  efteem,  and  the  opinion 
which  he  had  conceived  of  their 
difpofttion  j  that  he  felt  a  pride 
in  being  the  firft  among  them. 
“  All  my  cares,”  faid  he,  (i  every¬ 
thing  which  related  even  to  the 
prefer vation  of  my  life,  did  not 

affed 
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afiedi  rae3  except  on  account  of  the 
intereft  that  you  felt  for  me,  and 
the  importance  which  it  poffi- 
bly  might  be  of  to  your  future 
deftiny .  Y ou  are  a  good  and  a  great 
peopled  ’ 

Thefe  were  the  principal  fea¬ 
tures  of  a  periodical  addrefs,  into 
which  the  cabinets  on  the  conti¬ 
nent  were  accuftomed  to  look  for 
their  political  fate.  Habituated  as 
the  Englifh  are  to  witnefs  the  ut- 
moft  gravity  and  compofure  in  all 
parliamentary  proceedings,  it  will 
appear  extraordinary  to  thofe  who 
are  unacquainted  with  French  vi- 
yacity,  that  at  the  conclufion  of 
this  Speech,  by  which  the  fitting 
of  the  legiflauve  body:  wras  ter¬ 
minated  for  the  day,  the  members 
of  it  made  the  hall  refound  with 
cries  of  ii  Vive  l’ empercur  !” 

Although  the  annual  report  on 
the  Hate  of  the  French  empire, 
which  was  prefen  ted  to  the  legis¬ 
lative  body  on  the  24th  of  Auguft 
by  M.  Cretet,  often  contained  a 
variety  of  minute  and  uninterefting 
details,  yet  it  muff  be  admitted 
that  it  always  embraced  a  num¬ 
ber  of  objects  of  the  higheft  im¬ 
portance,  and  fometimes  furnifhed 
a  clew  to  the  developement  of  the 
-  views  and  projects  of  the  govern¬ 
ment.  The  number  and  minute- 
nefs  of  fuch  objects  were,  indeed, 
proofs  of  the  vigilant  attention  to 
the  internal  prosperity  of  the  jcoun- 
try.  Some  of  them,  it  is  true, 
were  far  inferior  to  the  ordinary 
enterprifes  of  individuals  in  Great 
Britain,  and  may  be  thought  lit¬ 
tle  entitled  to  a  place  in  the  ex¬ 
po  fit  ion  of  the  Hate  of  public  af¬ 
fairs.  But  it  would  feem,  that  it 
was  intended  the  government  itfelf 
Ihould  conflitute  the  very  fource 
and  principle  of  national  improve¬ 


ment,  and  that  every  thing,  how¬ 
ever  inconfiderable,  which  prefent- 
ed  itfelf  in  the  fliape  of  a  public 
work,  was  to  proceed  under  its 
immediate  fuperintendence,  Trivi¬ 
al,  therefore,  as  fome  of  thefe  ob¬ 
jects  may  appear,  they  fhoedd,  un¬ 
der  this  view,  be  regarded  as  con- 
flituent  parts  of  a  great  national 
fyftem,  and  not  as  detached  matters 
of  coo  little  weight  to  merit  any 
notice. 

The  fubjedfs  to  which  the  atten^ 
tion  of  the  French  authorities  had 
been  directed  appeared  in  the  re¬ 
port  nearly  in  the  following  order : 
— the  eftablifhment  of  charitable 
foundations  ;  the  repreffion  of  men¬ 
dicity  ;  the  repair  of  public  roads, 
the  improvement  of  navigable  ri¬ 
vers,  eredfion  of  bridges,  and  cut¬ 
ting  of  canals,  and,  in  particular, 
that  which  connected  the  Seine 
with  the  Scheldt,  and  Paris  with 
Holland  ;  the  reftoration  and  en¬ 
largement  of  fea-ports,  and  efpcci- 
aliy  or  Dunkirk,  Cherbourg  and 
Rochefort,  under  which  head  Ant¬ 
werp,  defined  to  form  the  centre 
of  the  marine  fervice,  was  included  ; 
the  promotion  of  agriculture,  the 
formation  of  a  commercial  code,  and 
the  fuccefsful  encouragement  of  the 
cotton  manufactures ;  the  embel- 
lifhment  of  the  capital  (for  “  it  was 
the  defire  of  the  emperor,  that  the 
capital,  become  the  metropolis  of 
the  world,  fhould  correspond  with 
its  deftination”),  the.  eredtion  of  a 
monument  to  the  memory  of  Def- 
faix,  and  the  advancement  of  the 
arts  and  faiences  ;  the  propofed  in- 
ftitution  -of  a  general  fchool,  and 
the  eftablifhment  of  thirty-five  col¬ 
leges,  and  twel  ve  feminaries  of  jurif- 
prudence ;  and  laftly,  the  affiliation 
of  the  Jews  with  the  citizens  of 
the  French  empire.  Of  all  thefe 

fubjecls 
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Fubjeds  the  ieaft  confiderable  were, 
the  eredion  of  a  few  bridges,  the 
embellifhment  of  the  metropolis, 
and  the  erection  of  a  monument  to 
the  memory  of  an  individual.  Thefe 
might,  poffibly,  have  been  omitted 
in  an  annual  and  official  report  of 
the  domeftie  affairs  of  a  great  em¬ 
pire.  The  two  former  were  ap¬ 
parently  introduced  from  a  love  of 
parade ;  the  latter,  perhaps,  not 
improperly  from  a  juft  feeling  of 
national  gratitude. 

It  appeared,  that  about  eighteen 
millions  of  francs  had  been  ap¬ 
propriated,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
year  1806,  to  charitable  purpofes. 
Of  this  fum,  amounting  to 
750,0001.  fterling  (which,  from 
the  difference  of  the  relative  value 
of  money  in  England  and  France, 
may  be  computed  at  one-half 
more  than  the  fpecified  eftimate,) 
almoft  fix-fevenths  had  been  fup- 
plied  out  of  the  public  funds ;  the 
remainder  was  collected  in  the 
Ihape  of  private  donations.  From 
this  appropriation  of  fums  fo  con- 
Cderable,  it  may  be  concluded,  ei¬ 
ther  that  the  prevalence  of  diftrefs 
in  France  rendered  it  indifpenfably 
neceffary  to  adminifter  this  relief ; 
or  that  the  public  refources  were 
in  fuch  a  condition  of  profperity  as 
to  admit  of  this  extenfion  of  affift- 
ance  to  the  ordinary  diftrefs,  which 
might  arife  in  that  wide  empire, 
and  chiefly  from  the  many  obftruc- 
tions  to  which  its  maritime  com¬ 
merce  was  expofed.  The  abfence 
of  the  greater  part  of  the  military 
force  of  the  country,  during  fo  many 
months  of  the  year,  naturally  ex¬ 
empted  theftate  from  a  large  propor¬ 
tion  of  expenfe;  and  from  this  cir- 
cumftance,  and  the  declared  inten¬ 
tion  of  alleviating  the  landed  pro¬ 
prietors  from  a  material  fhare  of  the 
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public  burthens,  it  was  clear  tha  f  the 
finances  of  France  were  in  a  progrefs 
of  improvement,  as  indeed  they  were 
afterwards  proved  to  be,  when  the 
accounts  of  the  preceding  year  were 
produced.  It  fhouldbe  remembered, 
too,  that  befldes  the  funds  to  which 
allufion  has  been  made,  relief  was 
extended  to  the  fufferers  by  th® 
maritime  war. 

Of  the  rapidity  with  which  the 
French  government  had  proceeded 
in  the  re-eftablilhment  of  their  navy, 
it  may  be  difficult  to  form  a  juft 
idea.  At  one  port  alone  (Ant® 
werp,)  fourteen  fliips  were  laid  to 
be  on  the  flocks  ;  and  feven  fhips 
of  war  had  already  been  built, 
and  recently  launched  at  the  fame 
dock-yard.  It  is  a  fubjed  of  fome 
aftonifhment  that  the  commercial 
ftate  of  France  fhould  be  only 
flightly  mentioned  in  the  expofu 
tion.  But  one  folitary  branch  o£ 
manufadure  (the  cotton. fpinning 
eftablifhnaents)  is  mentioned;  and 
there  is  nothing  in  any  part  of  this 
official  report  from  which  any  con~ 
clufion  is  to  be  drawn,  with  re« 
fped  to  the  general  profperity  or 
decline  of  trade.  The  illence 
obferved  on  this  point  might  be 
viewed  as  an  indication  of  the  lat¬ 
ter  ;  but,  if  what  has  before  been 
advanced  on  the  finances  of  France 
be  confidered,  it  fhould  feem  that 
no  decay  in  traffic  exifted  to  any 
material  extent,  otherwife  the  pub* 
lie  refources  rnuft  have  been  af« 
feded  by  fuch  a  poflure  of  affairs- 
The  internal  trade,  which,  indeed 
conftitutes  the  chief  fource  of 
wealth  in  any  country,  might  con¬ 
tinue  to  fiourifli,  notwithftanding 
the  foreign  commerce  might  be  in 
a  great  meafure  obftruded  by  the 
maritime  war  :  it  has,  however, 
been  fhown  in  the  preceding  volume 
v  Series,  [g]  of 
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of  this  work,  that  France  compre¬ 
hended  in  her  internal  trade  a  great 
portion  of  what  might  be  called 
foreign  commerce,  in  confequence 
of  the  extenfion  of  her  limits,  and 
that  (he  commanded  a  large  traffic 
with  the  confederated  countries 
connected  with  her,  by  means  of 
navigable  rivers,  canals,  and  land 
carriage  *. 

The  inftitution  of  colleges  and 
fchools  affords  a  diftinguiftied  trait 
in  the  report.  The  fyftem  of  edu¬ 
cation  purfued  at  this  time  in 
France  was  certainly  calculated  to 
meet  the  future  views,  and  affift  in 
the  ulterior  accomplifhment  of  the 
defigns  contemplated  by  Buona¬ 
parte.  Science  was  preferred  to 
the  claffics,  and  every  branch  of 
ftudy  was  promoted  that  might, 
at  a  fubfequent  period,  qualify  the 
ftudent  to  become  an  ufeful  inlt ru¬ 
men  t  to  the  ambition  at  once  of  the 
ruler  and  of  the  country.  To  mi¬ 
litary  objedta  a  preference  over  all 
others  was  decidedly  given  ;  and 
a  third:  for  conqueft  and  martial  re¬ 
nown  was  to  be  generally  imbibed 
with  the  firft  rudiments  of  inftruc- 
tion. 

It  has  been  fe£n,  that  the  blend¬ 
ing  of  the  Jew's  with  the  mafs  of 
the  French  people  conftituted  a 
part  of  the  general  policy  of  Buona¬ 
parte — a  policy  which  had  for  its 
object  to  employ  any  means 
(whether  objectionable,  or  not, 
was  quite  foreign  to  his  views) 
that  might  be  fubfervient  to  the 
attainment  of  his  afpiring  defigns  f . 
If  a  judgment  on  this  point  be 
formed  with  reference  to  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  individual,  the  mea- 

*  See  Vo).  XLVIIT,  page  1$$. 

+  For  an  account  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  tranfadlions  ai  the  grand  fanhedrim  of 


fure  appears  attributable  more  to  a 
principle  of  politic  conceffion  than 
to  a  fentiment  of  toleration.  It 
would  be  unjuft  to  afcribe  to  liber-, 
ality,  what,  upon  many  grounds, 
feems  to  be  imputable  only  to 
art. 

The  paragraph  in  the  report, 
which  is  of  the  moil  importance, 
from  its  difclofure  of  the  views  of 
Buonaparte  on  a  head  intimately 
connected  with  the  liberty  of  the 
fubjeft,  was  that  which  related  to 
the  cultivation  of  learning  and  the 
fciences.  He  defired  “  that  the 
public  fentiments  fhould  encourage 
the  developement  of  talents,  and 
preferve  the  latter  againft  calumny 
and  malignity  ;  and  that  in  future 
there  Ihould  be  nofefts  amongft  the 
learned  ;  that  there  Jhould  be  no 
longer  any  political  parties  in  the 
fiate .  What  was  this  recommenda¬ 
tion  but  to  command  upwards  of 
forty  millions  of  people  not  to  pre¬ 
fume  to  think  for  themfelves  on 
all  thofe  fubje&s,  which  have  ever 
afforded  the  higheft  intereft  to  man¬ 
kind — on  their  rights  and  claims 
as  members  of  the  ftate  ;  on  the 
grievances  which  they  might  en¬ 
dure  from  private  and  public  op- 
preffion  ;i  on  the  means  of  remedy¬ 
ing  intolerable  national  evils,  and 
of  checking  the  capricious  exercife 
of  arbitrary  power  ;  in  fhort,  on 
the  exiftence,  much  lefs  the  affec¬ 
tion,  of  any  of  thofe  high  and  in- 
defealible  rights,  which  muft  al¬ 
ways  reftde  in  the  great  body  of 
the  community  ?  Was  it  not 
placing  the  very  thoughts  and  ac¬ 
tions,  as  well  as  the  lives,  liberty, 
and  property  of  a  very  great  part 


e  French  government  on  this  fubjeft,  an& 
J  jews,  fee  Vol.  XLVIII,  page  230. 
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of  the  population  of  the  continent, 
under  the  entire  dire&ion  and  dif- 
pofal  of  one  individual  ?  Did  not 
the  command  extend  to  a  real  ex¬ 
tinction  of  all  liberty  of  the  prefs  ? 
Did  it  not  impede,  or  rather  check 
the  progrefs  of  the  human  mind, 
and,  by  decreeing  the  fuppreflion 
of  all  freedom  of  thought,  arreft: 


the  march  of  the  French  people  in 
improvement  and  knowledge  ? 

The  budget  for  the  year  1807 
was  fubmitted  to  the  legillative 
body  on  the  15th  of  September. 
The  fum  appropriated  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  fervice  was  720  millions  of 
francs,  and  was  applied  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner  : 


POLITICAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 


For  the  payment  of  the  intereft  of  the  funded  debt  and  life 
annuities  of  old  France,  Belgium,  the  departments  be¬ 
yond  the  Alps,  Liguria,  Parma,  Placentia  and  Guaftalla 
Civil  lift,  comprifing  three  millions  to  the  French 
princes  -------- 

Grand  judge  minifter  of  juft  ice  -  -  22,191,000 

Foreign  relations  -  -  -  -  8,650,000 

Ordinary  fervice  of  the 

interior  -  17,150,100 

Public  works,  bridges, 

roads,  &c.  -  35,489,900 


53,000,000 

Sinking  fund  -  -  10,000,000 

Penftons  to  various  indivi¬ 
duals  for  public  fervices  5,000,000 
Ditto  to  eccleftaftics  -  24,000,000 

Adminiftration  of  the  fi¬ 
nances  -  26,000,000 


FRANCS. 


75, 1 59,000 
28,000,000 


Adminiftration  of  the  public  treafure 
War  expenfes  - 
War  department  - 

Marine  ditto  -  -  - 

Public  worfhip  - 
General  police  - 

Expenfes  of  negotiations 
Funds  of  refer ve  - 


65,000,000 

-  8,100,000 

-  192,000,000 

-  129,400,000 

-  106,000,000 

12,300,000 
»  1,000,000 

10,000,000 

-  9,000,000 


Total  of  the  general  expenfes  720,000,000 


ORDINARY  REVENUES. 

Taxes  on  land,  perfonal  property,  on  confumption,  doors, 
windows,  and  patenls,  the  additional  centimes  on  the 
fixed  impofts,  and  the  ten  per  cent,  on  the  land  tax  as 
a  war  fupply,  which  was  to  be  fupprefled  in  1808  -  311,840 ,685 

Poft-office  duties,  domains  and  woods,  cuftoms  compre- 

[2  2]  tending 
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bending  the  fait  duty,  lottery,  tobacco  and  the  produce 

of  divers  other  duties,  recovered  balances,  Sec.  Sec .  -  37 S,  159,313 

Total  of  the  ordinary  revenues  690,000,000 
Exterior  receipts  -  -  30,000,000 

Total  of  the  ways  and  means  for  1807  720,000,000 


The  general  expenfes  and  the 
Ways  and  means,  therefore,  amount¬ 
ed  precifely  to  30,000,0001/  iter- 
Jing.  The  budget  of  1807  dif¬ 
fered  from  that  of  1806  in  feveral 
exceifes  and  diminutions  in  the  ge¬ 
neral  expenfe  ;  but  the  only  point 
of  any  importance  is,  the  excefs  in 
the  fervice  and  department  of  war, 
which  was  29,500,000  francs,  or 
1,229,166!.  iterling. 

The  report  on  the  receipt  and 
difhurfements  of  the  public  treafure 
for  the  year  18  06,  was  not  prefen  ted 
to  Buonaparte  by  M.  Mollien,  un¬ 
til  the  23d  of  September.  It  ap¬ 
peared  by  the  introdu&ory  addrefs 
that,  according  to  the  revolution¬ 
ary  phrafe,  the  late  war  in  Ger¬ 
many  and  Poland  had  fupported  it- 
felf ;  in  other  words,  that  from  the 
time  when  the  F rench  troops  crofled 
the  Rhine  in  the  laft  year  to  the 
end  of  the  campaign,  they  had  fub- 
fiited  entirely  by  levying  contribu¬ 
tions  on  the  conquered  countries, 
and  that  the  charges  for  the  materiel 
of  the  army,  that  is  to  fay,  ammu¬ 
nition,  arms,  accoutrements,  cloth¬ 
ing,  camp  equipage,  baggage  wag¬ 
gons,  tumbrels,  Sec.  Sec.  had  been 
defrayed  by  the  fame  means.  In¬ 
deed,  this  circumitance  was  fedul- 
©uily  and  oitentatiouily  pointed 
out  by  M.  Mollien  to  the  fubfe- 
quent  efFeft.  iC  Your  majefty, 
fire,  has  averted  from  your  people 
the  fcourge  and  burthen  of  war. 
Your  armies  have  added  to  their  har- 
eyejl  of  glory  s  that  of foreign  contri¬ 


butions,  which  have  fupplied  their 
fubfiitence,  their  maintenance,  and 
their  pay.  From  this,  it  refults, 
that  the  funds  of  referve  ftill  in  the 
treafury,  are  applicable  to  any  fer¬ 
vice  which  may  demand  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  them.”  As  the  re¬ 
publican  calendar  had  been  aboliih- 
ed  in  1806,  in  order  to  prevent  anv 
intercalary  arrangements,  the  lad: 
hundred  days  of  1805  were  in- 
eluded  in  the  general  ftatement  of 
accounts  for  1806,  and  it  wag 
fliown  by  this  voluminous  docu¬ 
ment,  that  for  the  fpace  of  the  465 
days,  viz.  from  the  22d  of  Sep¬ 
tember  1805  t0  January 

1 807,  the  revenues  of  all  kinds 
ptefented  a  total  of  986,992,539 
francs  ;  and  that  the  expenditure 
amounted  to  932,449,419  francs. 
Upon  the  whole  of  that  period, 
therefore,  the  revenues  exceeded 
the  expenditure  by  the  fum  of 
54,543,120  francs.  Then,  making 
the  neceffary  deductions  from  the 
receipts  and  difhurfements  for  the 
one  hundred  days  of  the  year  1805, 
the  revenue  for  the  year  1806 
amounted  to  774,736,139  francs, 
or  32,280,6721.  Herling,  and  the 
expenditure,  to  731,922,719 
francs,  or  30,496,779!.  iterling, 
leaving  the  prodigious  furplus  of 
revenue  of  42,813,420  francs,'  or 
*>783,893!.  iterling.  But  again 
comparing  the  relative  values  of 
money  in  England  and  France, 
each  of  thefe  fums  ought  to  be 
eitimated  at  one-half  more.  The 

finance* 
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finances  were  confequently  in  a 
highly  flourilhing  condition. 

It  feems  that  Buonaparte  had 
made  an  arrangement  in  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  the  finances,  by 
which  the  receipt,  or  collection  of 
impofts,  in  each  particular  depart¬ 
ment  was  diredtly  applied  by  the 
local  bureau  to  the  expenditure  in¬ 
curred  by  government  in  that  dif- 
triCt,  and  the  furplus  was  employ¬ 
ed  in  aid  of  the  difburfements  of 
the  ftate  in  the  neighbouring  de¬ 
partments  if  there  were  a  deficiency 
of  receipt  in  them,  or  in  any  other 
manner  that  the  minifter  of  the 
public  treafure  might  direfL  This 
regulation  was  certainly  admirably 
calculated  to  prevent  the  tranfmif- 
lion  and  retranfmiffion  of  money, 
and  to  confine  the  circulating 
medium  to  its  proper  fphere  of  ac¬ 
tion,  while  it  alfo  obvioufly  di- 
minifhed  the  expenfes  of  the  gene¬ 
ral  fervice.  By  creating  this  con¬ 
nexion  between  the  public  account¬ 
ants,  the  collection  of  the  taxes  was 
moreover  rendered  an  mftrument  of 
commerce,  an  inftrument  fo  power¬ 
ful  and  advantageous  that  it  almoft 
annihilated  the  courfe  of  exchange 
between  the  commercial  cities  of 
France ;  for  the  merchant,  of 
Lyons  for  inftance,  who  wanted  to 
remit  money  to  Paris  or  Nantes, 
inftead  of  going  to  the  exchange 
and  purchafing  bills  upon  thofe 
cities,  repaired  immediately  to  the 
director  of  the  local  bureau,  paid 
in  his  money,  and  received  a  draft 
upon  the  treafury  at  Paris,  or  the 
director  of  the  bureau  of  Nantes, 
according  to  the  circumftances  of 
the  cafe,  and  thus  transferred  his 
credit  to  the  place  that  he  might 
with,  without  expenfe,  trouble,  or 
rifle*  This  financial  machine  was 
evidently  in  the  fame  manner  ap« 
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plicable  to  the  tranfmiffion  of  values 
of  any  kind,  fuch  as  the  produce  of 
the  fale  of  eftates,  8c c.  in  fhort,  to 
all  pecuniary  tranfaftions.  Befide® 
the  advantage  given  by  thefe 
means  to  merchants,  and  the  public 
in  general,  there  was  alfo  a  very 
conliderable  benefit  arifing  to  the 
government  j  for  the  treafury  of 
Paris  and  local  bureaux  had  always 
a  large  fum  in  advance ,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  fums  fo  paid  in  for 
commercial  and  other  purpofes. 
The  Gallic  ruler,  with  that  tafte 
for  exaftnefs  and  precifion  refulting; 
from  a  military  education,  in 
which  the  mathematics  bore  fo 
large  a  part,  had  likewife  dire  fled 
that  all  the  accounts  of  the  bureaux 
fhould  be  balanced  every  tenth  day ; 
fo  that  fraud  or  malverfation  could 
not  be  praflifed  without  great  dif¬ 
ficulty,  and  the  minlller  of  the  fi¬ 
nances  at  Paris  eafily  perceived  the 
operations  in  each  department,  and 
could  make  his  difpofitions  on 
every  head  of  fervice  with  provi¬ 
dence  and  economy.  From  this 
ftatement  of  the  report,  the  cor- 
reftnefs  of  which  there  is  no  reafon 
to  doubt,  the  extreme  abfurdity  of 
waging  a  financial  war  againfi 
France  is  evident. 

However  properly  the  ambition 
and  rapacity  of  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  may  be  reprobated,  it  would 
be  unjuft  to  pafs  over  any  merit  that 
may  be  found  in  it.  Such  indiscri¬ 
minate  hoftility  would  be  unfavour* 
able  to  the  caufe  of  truth,  and  conie- 
quently,  of  general  information.  It 
is  imp®ffible  to  deny  the  excellence 
of  the  plan  by  which,  as  has  been 
above  explained,  the  management  of 
taxation  ltfelf  was  made  evert  profit¬ 
able  to  commerce,  and  a  fource  of 
convenience  to  individuals,  a  plan 
as  fimple  in  its  practice  as  it  was 
[2d]  emtin 
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certain  in  its  effeft  ;  nor  ought 
praife  to  be  withheld  from  the  care 
taken,  that  the  public  accomptants 
fhould  fo  frequently  balance  their 
books.  Had  Buonaparte  contented 
himfelf  with  thus  dire&ing  the  ta¬ 
lents  which  he  unqueftionably  pof- 
fefled,  to  improvements  in  the  eco¬ 
nomy  of  the  people  whom  he  govern¬ 
ed,  he  might  fairly  have  demanded 
their  gratitude,  and  have  enjoyed 
the  applaufe  of  furrounding  nations. 

The  medal  muft  now  be  reverfed. 
The  commercial  code,  which  was 
produced  on  the  5  th  of  October, 
was  of  doubtful  afpedi.  The  en¬ 
actments  in  it  were,  to  fay  the 
lealt,  of  a  very  arbitrary  defcrip- 
tion.  It  is,  however,  much  too 
long  for  an  analyfis,  which  would, 
befides,  be  uninterefting  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  reader. 

Two  proceedings  of  an  extreme¬ 
ly  defpotic  nature  were  adopted 
about  this  time  bv  the  French 
i uler  1  by  which  he  plainly  fhowed 
his  intention  of  banifhing  the  mif- 
erable  fhadow  of  that  liberty  in 
the  conftitution,  the  fubftance  of 
which  had  long  been  extinCl ;  and 
of  gradually  making  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  France  refemble,  in  theory 


as  well  as  pradlice,  a  pure  monaiv 
chy,  which,  in  every  country  and 
under  all  circumftances,  muft  be  a 
defpicable  tyranny.  On  the  19th 
of  September  a  fen  at  ns- confultum 
was  communicated  to  the  legifla- 
tive  body,  by  which  the  tribunate 
was  to  be  abolifhed,  and  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  it  were  to  be  united  with 
the  former  corps,  of  which  they 
were  to  form  a  part,  until  the  pe¬ 
riod  when  their  functions  would 
ceafe  in  their  former  capacity  ac¬ 
cording  to  law.  The  duties  of 
the  tribunate  were  thereafter  to  be 
performed  by  three  committees  of 
the  legifiative  body,  under  the  fol¬ 
lowing  titles,  1.  Committee  of  the 
civil  and  criminal  legiftation  : 
2.  Committee  of  the  interior  ad- 
miniftration  :  3.  Committee  of  the 
finances.  Each  committee  was  to 
confjft  of  (even  members  named  by 
the  legifiative  body  ;  and  the  pre- 
fidents  of  them  were  to  be  appoint** 
ed  by  Buonaparte  either  out  of  the 
members  of  the  committee  fo 
chofen,  or  from  the  legifiative 
body  at  large.  This  fenatus-con- 
fultum  was  dated  the  19th  of  Au- 
guft  :  it  had,  therefore,  been  kept 
in  petto  for  a  month  *. 

The 


*  The  tribunate  was  copapofed  of  an  hundred  members,  who  were  to  be  at  lealt 
twenty-five  years  of  age.  They  were  to  be  renewed  by  a  fifth  part  every  year;  and 
were  indefinitely  eligible  as  long  as  they  continued  on  the  national  lift.  The  mibu'nate 
was  to  difeufs  the  projedt  of  a  law  ^which  in  all  cafes  was  to  be  communicated  to  it 
before  the  project  was  lubmitted  to  the  legifiative  body),  and  vote  for  its  adoption  or 
yejedtion.  It  was  to  fend  three  fpeakers,  chofen  out  of  its  own  number,  who  were  to 
explain  and  defend  its  views  and  motives,  in  either  cafe,  before  the  legifiative  alTembly. 
It  might  refer  to  the  fenate;  but  folely  on  the  compofition  of  the  latter,  the  lift  of  perfons 
eligible  to  it,  the  proceedings  of  the  legifiative  body,  and  the  tranfadtions  of  government. 
It  might  exprels  an  opinion  made,  or  to  be  made  concerning  abufes  that  might  require 
correction,  or  improvements  to  be  made  or  effedted  in  any  part  of  the  public  adminiftra- 
tiop ;  but  fuch  opinion  had  no  neceffary  confequence,  and  was  not  to  bind  any  confti- 
iuted  authority  to  act.  According  to  law,  the  members  of  the  tribunate  could  fpeak  and 
publifh  their  fentiments  with  the  moft  complete  independence,  for  they  were  not  an- 
fwerable  for  their  fpeeches  or  writings.  When  the  tribunate  adjourned  i  tie  If,  it  might 
appoint  a  {landing  committee  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  members,  authorifed  to  aflemble  it, 
if  they  thought  it  adyifabie  to  doio.  The  xaejnbers  of  the  tribunate,  in  fine,  were  the 
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The  authority  of  the  tribunate 
fiad,  in  faft,  virtually  ceafed  for  a 
long  period,  as  indeed  had  that  of 
every  other  branch  of  the  conftitu- 
cion,  which  had  latterly  been  em¬ 
ployed  in  regiftering  the  edicts  and 
applauding  the  conduct  of  the 
ufurping  tyrant  ;  but  while  the 
forms  and  inftitutions  of  a  deliber¬ 
ative  aiTembly  who  are  to  confider 
public  affairs-  exifl,  though  they 
may  be  made  the  mere  inftru- 
ments  of  arbitrary  power,  they 
contribute  to  hide  part  of  its  de¬ 
formity,  and  make  the  chains 
which  are  thrown  over  a  people 
more  tolerable  as  they  are  thereby 
lefs  difgufting.  The  abforprion  of 
the  tribunate  by  the  legiflative 
body  added  to  the  power  of  the 
defpot,  becaufe  three  committees 
of  feven  or  eight  individuals  were 
much  more  eafiiy  influenced,  than 
a  numerous  chamber  of  public  in- 
quifitors. 

The  next  invafion  of  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  freedom  and  juftice  related 
to  the  appointment  of  the  judges. 
By  the  confutation  of  the  year 
1800,  they  were  to  hold  their  of¬ 
fices  for  life  ;  but  as  pretexts  for 
reducing  the  attributes  of  inde¬ 
pendence  are  eafily  found  by 
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power,  it  was  fortunately  dif- 
covered  that  there  was  an  excep¬ 
tion  to  the  rule,  which  was,  that 
they  were  to  exercife  their  func¬ 
tions  for  life,  <(  unle.fs  they  no 
longer  remained  on  the  lift  of  thofe 
who  were  el igible.J '  An  imperial 
decree  dated  the  1 6th  of  October 
was  read  to  the  fenate  on  the  17th, 
the  preamble  to  which  ftated,  that 
it  was  neceffary  to  improve  for  the 
future  the  ordinance  of  the  law  in 
this  refpedt,  and  that  before  the 
judges  jfhould  be  irrevocably  in- 
ftituted,  the  juftice  of  “  his  majefty 
the  emperor  and  king’’  fhould  be 
be  perfectly  fatisfied  in  regard  to 
their  talents,  knowledge,  and  mo¬ 
rality  :  therefore,  the  appointment 
for  life  was  not  to  be  given  them 
till  after  five  years  of  probation,  if, 
at  the  end  of  that  term,  “  his  ma- 
jefty'*  fhould  be  fatisfied  with  their 
behaviour.  Another  part  of  this 
decree  ordained,  that  a  commiffion 
of  ten  fenators,  named  by  Buona. 
parte,  fhould,  in  the  enfuing  De¬ 
cember,  examine,  on  the  report  of 
the  chief  juftice  to  the  French 
ruler,  what  judges  had  fignalifed 
themfelves  by  incapacity,  mifcon- 
duft,  or  deportment  derogatory  to 
their  employment.  After  the  re¬ 


advocates  of  the  people  ;  as  the  legiflative  body  never  difcufied  any  proje&s  of  laws,  but 
cnadled  them  by  private  ballot,  after  hearing  the  arguments  of  the  fpeakers  of  the 
government  and  of  the  tribunate.  The  latter  aiTembly  was  therefore  neceffarily  com- 
pofed  of  the  moil  popular,  energetic  and  eloquent  men  in  France,  and  was  entitled  to 
make  continual  appeals  to  the  public  opinion,  to  cenfure  in  every  way  the  proceedings 
of  the  executive  power,  to  denounce  thofe  which  it  conftdered  hoftile  to  the  conftitu- 
tion,  and  to  accufe  and  profecute  political  agents  of  every  kind.  It  may  be  remembered 
that  when  Buonaparte  propofed  to  affume  the  title  of  emperor,  Carnot,  who  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  this  corps,  alone  had  the  courage  to  object  to  the  meafure,  and  fpolce  againft  ic 
with  the  firmnefs  of  an  ancient  Roman,  though  his  harangue  was  not  marked  by  any 
linking  efforts  of  ability.  The  moil  pedantic  and  enthufiaftic  admirer  of  a  republican 
form  of  government  mull  admit  that  it  is  ill  adapted  to  a  large  Hate,  and  that  it  actually 
welcomes,  every  fpeciesof  fadlion,  intrigue,  and  diiturbance  ;  neverthelefs  Carnot,  coafi- 
deredas  a  republican,  was  entitled  to  great  praife  for  his  conlillency,  and  tor  daring  to 
perform  what  he  held  to  be  his  duty.  Whatever  refentment  Buonaparte  might  feel  at 
Carnot’s  conduct,  he  prudently  concealed  it.  The  republican  was  never  moietled  for  this 
difplay  of  his  energy. 

[«4] 
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fult  of  thefe  refearches,  and  before 
the  ift  of  March  1808,  the  com- 
iniftion  was  to  preient  its  memoir 
to  Buonaparte,  uho  was  to  pro¬ 
nounce  definitively  who  were  to  be 
retained  oi  difmifted.  I  he  powers 
of  this  commiffion  were  very  ex- 
tenhve,  for  befides  acling  on  the 
report  of  the  chiefjuftice,  it  could 
demand  his  permiflion  to  call  be¬ 
fore  it  any  judges  whofe  condud 
appeared  fufceptible  of  fcrutiny. 
The  indecency  of  thus  openly  in¬ 
terfering  in  the  economy  of  the 
Judicature,  independently  of  the  ar¬ 
bitrary  ad  of  making  the  judicial 
charader  undergo  the  bafe  ordeal 
of  fubfervience  to  the  fovereign, 
was  certainly  by  no  means  confo- 
nant  with  the  fagacity  of  a  politic 
tyrant ;  but  Buonaparte  mud  now 
have  begun  to  defpife  the  French 
people,  and  contemptuoully  threw 
off  the  mantle  of  hypocnfy  with 
which  he  had  formerly  deemed  it 
expedient  to  envelope  the  info, 
lence  of  his  difpofition.  How 
would  an  Englifhrnan,  who  is, 
with  reafon,  tremblingly  alive  to 
prefer  ve  the  fountain  of  jurifpru- 
dence  from  the  leaf!  taint  of  influ¬ 
ence,  feel,  if  he  were  to  perceive 
the  ft  ream  of  it,  in  fuch  a  manner, 
polluted  in  its  courfe  by  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  executive  govern¬ 
ment  ! 

Aware  of  his  infurmoun table  de- 
fed,  as  a  crowned  head,  in  point 
of  birth,  Buonaparte  determined 
as  mucn  as  poflible  to  remedy  the 


blemifh  by  feeking  the  affinity  of 
the  reigning  princes  on  the  conti* 
nent,  which  he  alfo  probably- 
thought  would  procure  him  a  re- 
verfionary  intereft  in  protediori 
and  grandeur,  if  a  revolution 
fhould  deprive  him  of  the  rank 
which  he  had  ufurped  in  France. 
His  brother  Jerome,  whom  he  had 
created  king  of  Weftphalia,  had 
formerly  married  an  American 
lady  ;  but  as  this  match  was  con¬ 
ceived  by  Buonaparte,  in  his  tow¬ 
ering  fortune,  beneath  the  dignity 
of  his  “  auguft  family/’  and  more¬ 
over  negatived  the  inftrumentality 
of  his  brother  on,  thefe  united 
points  of  ambition  and  prudence, 
the  French  ruler  had  divefted  his 
fatellite  of  the  nuptial  halo  that 
furrounded  it.  The  daughter  of 
the  king  of  Saxony  appeared 
wortny  to  fuperfede  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  Mifs  Patterfon,  and  the 
didator  of  France  demanded  that 
princefs  to  be  facrificed  to  the  arms 
of  the  Weftphalian  king ;  but 
neither  entreaties  nor  filial  affec¬ 
tion  could  overcome  her  reludance 
to  be  the  vidim  of  policy,  and  the 
convenient  pretext  of  religious 
doubts  on  the  validity  of  Jerome’s 
divorce  mitigated  the  harlhnefs  of 
her  refufal.  Catherine  princefs  of 
M  irtemberg  was  found  ,  either 
more  compliant  or  lefs  fcrupulous, 
and  (he  condescended  to  fhare  the 
throne  of  the  French  autocrat’s 
younger  brother. 


CHAP.  XIV. 


Afufpicitm  entertained  that  a  prye8  for  the  partition  of  Turkey  dif- 
eu£ed  in  feme  of  the  conferences  be  twees  the  emperor  Alexander  and  Bum- 
**  0' parte 
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&  parte  at  Tilft .  Affairs  of  Spain ,  Intrigues  of  the  French  ambaffar* 

dor  at  Madrid.  Imprijonment  of  the  prince  of  Ajiurias ,  on  a  charge  of 
confpiring  againft  his  father’s  government .  Account  of  that  tranfaliion. 
The  prince  liberated.  Treaty  between  Buonaparte  and  the  king  of  Spain  9 
for  the  divifon  of  Portugal.  The  French  ruler  demands  that  Bri * 
tijh  Jhips  Jhould  be  excluded  from  the  harbours  of  Portugal ;  that  all  the 
Jubjedls  of  his  Britannic  majefy,  ref  dent  in  that  kingdom ,  Jhould  be  de¬ 
tained y  and  their  property  conffcated.  E?nbarraffme?it  of  the  prince  re*> 
gent.  His  conduhl.  Lord  Strang  ford,  the  Englijh  ambaffador,  retires 
from  Lifion ,  and  repairs  to  the  Britijh  Jquadron  cruifng  off  the  coafl  of 
Portugal.  The  Tagus  blockaded  by  fr  Sidney  Smith .  Renewed  inter* 
courfe  between  lord  Strang  ford  and  the  court  of  Lifion.  The  prince  re¬ 
gent  determines  to  transfer  the  feat  of  his  government  to  the  Brazils, 
Arrival  of  the  advanced  guard  of  the  French  army  at  Ahr antes.  Em » 
barkatipn  and  departure  of  the  royal  family  of  Portugal  for  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
The  combined  French  and  Spanijh  army  enters  Lifion.  Behaviour  of 
Junot ,  the  commander  in  chief  to  the  inhabitants.  General  Beresford 
and fr  Samuel  Hood  take  poffejfon  of  Madeira ,  in  truf  for  the  houfe  of 
Braganza .  Buonaparte- arrives  at  Milan.  His  proceedings  there.  His 
new  decree  againf  Britijh  commerce.  Dijpute  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States  of  America ,  relative  to  f  arching  one  of  their  frigates 
for  deferters.  Capture  of  Cura$oa  by  captain  Brfiane .  Tranjaffions 

in  Saint  Domingo »  Sketch  of  the  new  government.  Relations  oj'  that 
ifland  with  Great  Britain ,  Affairs  of  India.  Rupture  of  the  friendjhip 
between  England  and  Rujfa.  Declaration  of  the  emperor  Alexander, 
It  is  ably  anfwered  by  the  Britijh  cabinet. 


A  suspicion  arofe  that  a  pro- 
**•  jeft  for  a  partition  of  the 
Turkifh  empire  formed  the  fubjeft 
of  fome  of  the  conferences  between 
the  Emperor  Alexander  and  Buo¬ 
naparte  at  Tiliit.  Time,  which 
generally  fooner  or  later  de- 
velopes  all  political  fecrets,  has 
proved  the  perfuafion  entertained 
at  that  period,  to  have  been  not 
altogether  without  foundation*. 
Indeed,  according  to  a  letter  pub- 
liihed  in  'the  Corunna  gazette,  a 
plan  of  divifion  extended  to 
the  whole  continent  of  Europe, 
and  the  fubfequent  tranfaftions 
of  the  French  ruler  in  Spain 
gave  fome  colour  to  the  idea. 
Buonaparte  had  a  lingular  fancy  of 


announcing  to  the  world  his  inters* 
tions  by  indirect  means,  and  feem- 
ed  to  delight  in  ihrouding  his  de- 
figns  with  oracular  indiftinfinefs, 
fo  that  nations  might  catch  only  a 
faint  glimpfe  of  their  “deitiniest 
but  why  he  feledted  the  paper  of 
the  citron-dealers  and  caikers  of 
Corunna  as  the  vehicle  of  his  myf- 
terious  indications,  perhaps  he  only 
could  explain.  The  pneiiefs  of  the 
temple  was  hardly  equal  to  the 
dignity  of  the  fjbje£t :  few  people 
would  have  expected  intelligence 
of  fo  great  importance  from  an  in- 
confiderable  city  of  Galicia.  By 
this  document,  however,  it  was 
declared,  that  Buonaparte  pro- 
pofed  to  reduce,  under  his  fway. 


*  §«*  Attftrkm  Mstaifdto*  April,  iSofij* 


f  A  favewrit*  sxprelSion  of  Buonaparte’s. 
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that  portion  of  the  continent  lying 
to  the  weft  of  a  line  drawn  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Viftula  to  the 
iftand  of  Corfu  ;  and  that  it  had 
been  agreed  the  Emperor  of  Ruffia 
•was  to  feize  the  country  fl  mated 
to  the  eaft  of  the  fame  conftituted 
boundary.  Whatever  credit  may 
be  thought  due  to  this  ftatement, 
judging  by  the  reftlefsnefs  and  gi¬ 
gantic  ambition  of  the  Gallic  chief, 
it  does  not  wear  the  air  of  total 
improbability. 

Buonaparte's  fcheme  of  eftablifti- 
ing  his  influence  in  Spain,  was  per¬ 
fectly  natural  in  a  man  who  dire&ed 
the  energies  of  the  French  people. 
Louis  XIV.  had  already,  in  the 
preceding  century,  fet  a  pernicious 
example,  which  the  French  ruler 
followed  with  more  commanding 
means  and  lefs  fubtilty  in  diffimu- 
lation.  It  has  been  imagined,  and 
poflibly  with  juftice,  that  the  fon 
of  Letitia  had  begun  to  fpin  his 
tenacious  web  for  this  purpofe, 
when  he  efFeCIually  difarmed  the 
Spanifti  monarch,  by  demanding 
the  fix  teen  thoufand  veteran  aux¬ 
iliaries,  the  flower  of  the  king's 
frcops,  to  affift  his  views  in  the 
Polifli  campaign.  Although  the 
number  of  thefe  forces  may  appear 
trifling  to  minds  accuftomed  to 
contemplate  the  vaft  bodies  of  men 
brought  into  the  field  by  conflict., 
ing  powers,  fince  the  fatal  event  of 
the  French  revolution,  they  formed 
the  nucleus  of  the  Spanifti  army. 
They  were  the  very  germe  of  its 
productive  ftrength  in  point  of  dif- 
cipline  and  efficiency.  Having  fe- 
cured  thefe  brigades,  and  quartered 
them  in  the  north  of  Germany,  no 


fmall  part  of  Buonaparte's  objeel 
was  achieved,  and  fhortly  after  his 
return  to  Paris,  he  began  gradually 
to  raife  the  curtain  of  the  grand 
drama,  which  he  had  been  prepar¬ 
ing  to  exhibit. 

The  firft  ftep  that  he  took  was 
to  diredf  Beauharnois,  the  French 
ambaflador  at  Madrid,  to  excite 
difcord  in  the  royal  family  of  Spain, 
in  which  attempt  that  pernicious 
and  intriguing  agent  unhappily 
fucceeded  but  too  well.  Availing 
himfelf  of  the  repugnance,  or  ra¬ 
ther  decided  averfion  of  the  prince 
of  Afturias,  to  form  an  alliance 
with  a  lady  feledted  for  him  by  the 
favourite,  Don  Emanuel  Godoy  *, 
Beauharnois  fuggefted  to  the  prince 
the  idea  of  a  marriage  with  a  fe¬ 
male  related  to  Buonaparte.  Eager 
to  avoid  a  connexion  which  he  ab¬ 
horred,  principally  becaufe  it  was 
propofed  by  the  objedl  of  his  en¬ 
mity,  the  prince  liftened  with  fome- 
thing  more  than  complacency  to  the 
artful  infinuations  of  the  French 
ambaflador,  and  fpeedily  fandioned 
the  proceeding,  by  giving  his  con- 
fent  to  h aye  the  matter  formally 
fubmitted  to  the  government  of 
France,  provided  that  the  match 
were  agreeable  to  his  royal  parents, 
and  he  fignified  his  fentiments  to 
this  effect  in  a  letter  to  the  felf- 
created  emperor  of  the  fairell  part 
of  Europe. 

A  moft  furprifing  event  now 
arofe,  by  which  the  fafety,  and 
even  the  life  of  the  prince  of  Aftu¬ 
rias  were  brought  into  danger.  A 
few  days  after  he  had  written  this 
letter  to  Buonaparte,  he  was  ar- 
refted,  and  confined  in  the  monaf- 


*  Charles  IV.  had  honoured  Godoy  with  the  title  of  prince  de  la  Paz,  and  the 
prince  of  Afturias  regarded  him  with  the  keeneft  fpecies  of  hatred,  as  the  man  whofe 
afcendency  at  court  at  once  fullied  the  fame  of  his  mother,  tarniihed  the  refp  stability 
©f  the  king,  and  impaired  the  reputation  of  his  whole  family. 

tery 
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yery  of  Saint  Laurence,  on  a  fuf- 
picion  of  confpiring  againfl  his 
royal  father’s  authority,  and  of 
defigning  to  fupplant  his  parent  on 
the  throne.  In  the  decree  iffued 
by  the  king,  the  monarch  declares 
that  he  thought  proper  to  enquire 
perfonally  into  the  fa£I,  and  that 
furprifing  the  prince  in  his  own 
apartment,  he  found  in  his  poffef- 
fion  the  cipher  of  his  correfpon- 
dence,  and  the  inftrudlions  which 
he  had  received  from  his  affociates 
in  the  fcheme*  In  confequence  of 
this  difcovery,  his  majeiiy  con¬ 
voked  the  council  of  Caflile,  and 
directed  the  members  of  it  to  in- 
veftigate  this  queftionable  affair  ; 
and,  it  is  faid,  that  the  refult  was, 
the  detection  of  feveral  malefactors, 
whofe  imprifonment  was  ordered. 
In  the  confufed  and  clumfy  narra¬ 
tive  of  thefe  circumltances,  given 
by  Don  Pedro  Cevallos,  the  credit 
of  forming  this  intrigue  is  afcribed 
both  to  the  French  ruler  and  to  the 
prince  de  la  Paz.  In  one  fentence 
the  .lucid  hiftorian  infinuates,  that 
the  pretended  confpiracy  was  both 
initiated  and'  fruftrated  by  fome 
French  agent,  to  promote  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  Buonaparte  ;  and  in  the 
next,  that  it  was  an  abfurd  ca¬ 
lumny  framed  by  the  favourite,  in 
order  to  remove  the  only  obftacie 
which  then  oppofed  his  views.  The 
Spanifh  people,  however,  who  de- 
tefted  Godoy,  and  willingly  gave 
credit  to  every  rumour  to  his  dis¬ 
advantage,  believed  the  prince  de 
la  Paz  to  be  the  author  of  this  ma¬ 
chination  againft  thelife  and  honour 
of  the  heir  apparent.  After  the 
imprifonment  of  the  prince  of  Aftu- 
rias,  Charles  IV.  at  the  fuggeiiion 
of  the  favourite,  wrote  to  the 
French  chief,  complaining  of  the 
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conduct  of  the  ambaffador  Beauhar- 
nois,  in  his  conferences  with  the 
prince  of  Afturias,  and  expreffing 
his  furprife,  that  Buonaparte  had 
not  previoufly  come  to  an  under- 
ftanding  with  his  majefty,  on  it 
fubjefr  of  fo  great  importance,  as 
the  marriage  of  his  fon.  No  no¬ 
tice  was  taken  of  the  king’s  letter 
till  fome  time  afterwards,  when 
Buonaparte  was  at  Milan.  He 
then  fent  a  communication  in  reply 
to  itf  and  allured  his  majefty  that 
he  never  had  obtained  the  flighted: 
knowledge  of  the  circumftances  re¬ 
ferred  to  by  the  king  of  Spain,  re- 
fpeding  his  fon  the  prince  of  Aftu- 
rias,  nor  had  ever  received  any 
letter  from  his  royal  highnefs. 
Neverthelefs  the  French  ruler  con- 
fented  to  the  propofed  intermar¬ 
riage  between  his  family  and  that 
of  the  Spanifh  monarch  :  probably 
with  an  intention  of  amufing  both 
the  king  and  the  queen,  while  he 
was  marching  into  Spain  all  the 
difpofable  forces  which  he  then 
had,  and  was  ftudioufly  promul¬ 
gating  an  idea  that  he  was  favour¬ 
able  to  the  caufe  of  prince  Ferdi¬ 
nand,  and  thus  endeavouring  to 
acquire  the  good  opinion  of  the 
Spanifh  nation.  Although  Buon¬ 
aparte 'chofe  to  deny  having  receiv¬ 
ed  a  propofal  for  an  alliance  with 
him  from  the  prince  of  Afturias,  he 
acknowledged,  in  a  fubfequent  let¬ 
ter  to  his  royal  highnefs,  dated  the 
1 6th  of  April,  1808,  that  thepacket 
had  come  to  his  hands  ;  and  it  is 
equally  certain,  by  the  tenour  of 
the  French  ruler’s  exhortations 
given  at  that  period,  that  the  prince 
of  Afturias  mud  have  made  fome 
political  allufions,  although  they 
may  have  merely  related  to  the 
removal  of  Godoy  from  power, 

in 
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In  the  rmffive  which  he  originally 
dilated  or  fanftioned 

Whether  Godoy  was  concerned 
in  a  malignant  attack  on  *he  heir  to 
the  Spaniih  monarchy  or  not,  when 
he  nerceived  the  tendency  of  the 
public  mind  in  favour  of  prince 
Ferdinand,  and  the  difpofition  of 
the  people  of  ail  ranks  to  fix  upon 
him  as  the  principal  enemy  of  the 
prince  of  Aflurias,  he  began  to  be 
apprehensive  of  the  unpleafanr  con¬ 
ferences  that  were  likely  to  refult 
to  himfelf ;  he  therefore  fabricated 
certain  letters,  and  prevailed  on 
the  prince  to  fign  them  while  he  re¬ 
mained  under  arreft.  Thefe  letters 
he.  put  into  the  hands  of  Charles  IV. 
and  the  queen,  and  their  contents 
were  fuppofed  to  have  mitigated 
the  anger  of  the  royal  parents. 
Thus  did  Godoy  produce  a  recon¬ 
ciliation  between  the  members  of 
this  illuftrious  family,  and  coun¬ 
teract  the  effects  of  what  was  ima¬ 
gined  to  be  his  own  work :  by 
thefe  lingular  means  did  the  prince 
■of  Allurias  purchafe  his  enfranchife- 
ment,  and  a  reiteration  to  nominal 
liberty.  Ferdinand  quitted  his 
difagreeable  refidence  at  the  mo- 
nailery  of  Saint  Laurence  on  the  5  th 
of  November  ;  and  on  this  day  the 
king  i  flued  a  notification  to  the 
governor  ad  interim  of  the  council 
of  Cailile,  fignifying  that  (t  the 
voice  of  nature  had  unnerved  the 
arm  of  vengeance,”  and  that  “  his 
fon  had  already  declared  the  au¬ 
thors  of  that  horrible  plan  which 
was  fuggefted  by  the  evil-minded  : 
that  he  had  laid  open  every  thing 
in  a  legal  form,  and  that  all  was 


exa&iy  confident  with  thofe  proofs 
which  were  required  by  the  law 
in  fuch  cafes.5' 

Over  the  whole  of  this  ftrange 
tranfadlion  there  reigns  an  obfeu- 
rity  which  it  is  impoffible  to  pene¬ 
trate.  The  letter,  or  confeilion, 
as  it  is  termed,  of  the  prince,  is  fo 
ambiguoufly  worded,  perhaps  ftu- 
dioully  fo,  that  it  may  be  made  to 
relate  to  any  fubjeft  at  pleafure. 
The  prince  is  made  to  admit,  that 
he  has  failed  in  his  duty,  but  in 
what  refpedt  the  expreffions  are  too 
general  to  give  the  leaf!  idea.  The 
prince  might  imagine,  that  he  ac¬ 
knowledged  no  fault,  but  the  let¬ 
ter  which  he  wrote  to  Buonaparte, 
refpe&ing  his  intended  alliance 
with  him  ;  yet  the  Itrudfure  of  the 
compofition  might  be  drained  with 
no  great  difficulty  to  imply,  that 
he  avowed  having  been  guilty  of  a 
criminal  offence.  This  obfeurity 
was  preeifely  what  the  favourite 
wilhed  to  exhibit,  in  order  to  pro¬ 
mote  his  objedls,  and  withdraw 
his  fhattered  fame  from  the  refent- 
ment  of  the  country  ;  and  the  con¬ 
venient  duplicity  of  the  paper, 
which  had  been  arranged  previouily 
to  its  iignature  by  the  heir  appa¬ 
rent,  was  feduloully  improved 
upon,  even  before  his  royal  high- 
nefs’s  enlargement,  in  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  a  decree  of  the  king, 
dated  the  3d  of  November,  and  ad- 
dreffed  to  the  clerical  body  in 
general,  commanding  them  to  offer 
a  folemn  thankfgiving  to  the  Al¬ 
mighty  for  his  majefty’s  deliverance. 

In  this  dilgraceful  polition  of 
circumftances,  a  French  courier  ar- 


*•  The  pafTage  in  Buonaparte’s  letter  runs  thus  :  e<  your  royal  highnefs  is  not  free 
from  blame  ;  as  a  letter  which  you  wrote  to  me,  and  which  I  have  always  been  anxious 
to  forger,  proves.  When  you  are  a  king,  you  will  learn  to  know  how  facred  the 
rights  of  the  throne  ought  to  be  held  ;  any  application  by  an  hereditary  prince  to  a  fo¬ 
reign  fovereign  is  criminal.’* 
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lived  at  the  royal  palace  of  Saint 
Laurence,  with  a  treaty  concluded 
and  figned  at  Fontainebleau,  on  the 
27th  of  O&ober,  by  Don  Eugenio 
Izquierdo,  as  plenipotentiary  of 
his  catholic  majefiy,  and  marfhal 
Duroc,  in  the  name  of  Buonaparte. 
The  intention  of  this  treaty  was 
to  render  the  Gallic  autocrat  maf- 
ter  of  Portugal  with  very  little 
expenfe  and  trouble  ;  to  furnifii 
him  with  a  plaufible  pretext  for 
pouring  his  armies  into  the  Penin- 
fuia,  with  a  view  of  fubjugating 
the  country  at  a  convenient  oppor¬ 
tunity,  and  to  put  him  in  imme¬ 
diate  poffefiion  of  Tufcany.  As 
to  Portugal,  the  following  was 
the  creditable  arrangement  in  re- 
gard  to  that  country,  ratified  be¬ 
tween  the  ColofTean  fovereign,  who 
was  vomited  forth  by  the  volcano 
of  the  French  revolution,  and  the 
unhappy  defcendant  of  Louis  XIV. 
The  defpicable  minion  of  Louifa 
Maria,  and  the  difgracer  of  his 
mailer,  Godoy,  commonly  deno¬ 
minated  the  prince  de  ia  Paz,  was 
to  receive  the  kingdoms  of  Alen- 
tejo*  and  Algarve  in  full  domi¬ 
nion,  with  the  title  of  prince  of 
the  latter  fruitful  tratfi  of  territory. 
The  province  of  Entxe  Minho  e 
Douro,  with  the  city  of  Oporto, 
w as  transferred  to  the  king  of  Etru¬ 
ria,  who  was  to  bear  the  title  of 
king  of  Northern Lufitania.  The 
provinces  of  Beira,  Traz  Os  Mon¬ 
te*,  and  Portugiiefe  Efirema- 
dura,  were  to  remain  unattached 
until  a  general  peace,  to  be  then 
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difpofed  of  according  to  circum- 
fiances,  as  Ihould  be  agreed  by  the 
two  contrafting  parties.  The  fo- 
vereigns  of  Northern  Lulltanla, 
and.  of  Algarve,  were  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  his  catholic  majefiy  as  their 
proteftor ;  and  were  in  no  cafe  to 
make  either  peace  or  war  without 
his  confent.  In  cafe  the  province? 
of  Reira,  Traz  Os  Montes,  and 
Eftremadura,  held  under  fequef- 
tration,  fhould  be,  at  a  general 
peace,  returned  to  the  houfe  of 
Braganza,  in  exchange  for  Gib¬ 
raltar,  Trinidad,  and  other  colo¬ 
nies  that  the  Englifh  had  conquer¬ 
ed  from  the  Spaniards  and  their  al¬ 
lies,  the  ruler  of  thefe  ccuntrie# 
was  to  have,  with  refpeef  to  his 
majefiy  the  king  of  Spain,  the 
fame  obligations  as  the  king  of 
Northern  Lufitania  and  the  prince 
of  Algarve,  and  was  to  pofibfa 
them  fubjedl  to  the  fame  condi¬ 
tions.  The  king  of  Etruria  ceded 
his  territories  in  full  fovereignty 
to  Buonaparte  ;  and  thus  affigned 
the  paradife  of  Europe  to  the  fway 
of  a  demon.  By  one  of  the  arti¬ 
cles  of  the  treaty  Buonaparte  a- 
greed  to  acknowledge  the  king  of 
Spain  as  emperor  of  both  Americas, 
at  fuch  time  as  the  latter  might 
be  prepared  to  afiume  the  title,  or 
at  latefi  within  three  years  from 
the  exifiing  period.  This  treaty 
was  to  remain  fecret  ;  but  there 
was  alfo  another  fecret  conven¬ 
tion  between  the  fame  parties,  that 
was  concluded  on  the  29th  of  the 
month,  by  which  it  was  ftipulated 


%  Alentej©  Is  an  extenlive  and  valuable  province  of  Portugal,  between^the  rivers 
Tagus  and  Guadiana,  and  is  about  feventy  miles  in  length  and  fixty  in  breadth.  Al¬ 
garve  is  fituated  at  the  fouthern  extremity  ef  Portugal,  under  the  Serra  de  Cadeirao,  This 
country  is  nearly  feventy  miles  from  call:  to  weft,  and  thirty  from  north  to  fouth  It 
is  very  fertile  in  figs,  almonds,  dates,  olives,  and  excellent  wine.  Ths  filhery  alfo 
#n  the  coall  is  highly  piodu&ive,,  Pjharo  Is  the  capital  town. 
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that  a  body  of  forces,  confuting 
of  three  and  twenty  thoufand 
French  troops,  fhould  enter  Spain, 
and  march  direftly  to  Lifbon,  where 
they  were  to  be  united  to  a  corps 
of  thirteen  thoufand  Spaniards, 
with  thirty  pieces  of  artillery. 
At  the  fame  time  two  divifions  of 
Spaniards,  one  of  them  amounting 
to  ten  thoufand  and  the  other  to 
lix  thoufand  men,  were  to  take 
poffeffion  of  the  province  of  Entre 
Minhoe  Douro,  and  of  the  city  of 
Oporto,  as  well  as  Alentejo  and 
the  kingdom  of  Algarve.  The 
French  troops  were  to  be  provi¬ 
ded  for  and  maintained  by  Spain, 
but  paid  by  France,  during  all  the 
time  of  their  progrefs  through 
Spain.  From  the  moment  that  the 
combined  forces  entered  Portugal, 
the  provinces  of  Beira,  Traz  Os 
Montes,  and  Portuguefe  Eftrema- 
dura,  were  to  be  adminiftered  and 
governed  by  the  commandant  of 
the  French  troops,  and  the  contri¬ 
butions  which  he  fhould  impofe, 
were  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  France. 
It  was  arranged  that  the  general  of 
the  French  troops  fhould  command 
the  central  body  of  the  united 
army.  Neverthelefs,  if  the  king  of 
Spain,  or  the  prince  de  la  Paz, 
fhould  join  the  combined  army,  the 
commandant  general  of  the  French 
troops,  and  the  corps  themfelves, 
were  to  be  under  the  orders  of 
either  of  them.  Another  body  of 
forty  thoufand  Frenchmen  was  to 
be  collected  by  the  20th  of  No¬ 
vember,  to  be  ready  to  traverfe 
Spain  for  Portugal,  in  cafe  the 
Englifh  fhould  fend  forces  thither, 
or  threaten  any  attack  on  that 
country  ;  but  this  corps  was  not  to 
pafs  the  French  confines,  until  the 
contracting  parties  had  agreed  upon 
the  meafure. 


The  affairs  of  Portugal  were  by 
this  time  approaching  to  a  crifis. 
As  foon  as  he  had  concluded  the 
peace  of  Tilfit,  Buonaparte  iffued 
his  peremptory  mandates  to  the 
court  of  Lifbon,  to  exclude  the 
Britifh  commerce  from  every  port 
of  that  kingdom  ;  at  the  fame  pe¬ 
riod  he  fignified  his  defire  that 
all  Englifh  fubjefts  refiding  in  her 
mofl  faithful  majefly’s  dominions 
fhould  be  detained,  and  every  fpe- 
cies  of  Britifh  property  confifcated. 
Alarmed  at  the  idea  of  a  Gallic 
fwarm  entering  the  ftate,  and  con- 
fcious  of  the  entire  weaknefs  of  his 
refources,  the  prince  regent  was 
terrified  into  a  promife  of  compli¬ 
ance  with  the  imperious  demand, 
as  far  as  it  related  to  fiiutting  the 
Portuguefe  ports  againfl  the  fhips 
of  Great  Britain  ;  but  neither  dan¬ 
ger  nor  defpair  could  induce  him 
to  facrifice  his  honour  by  acceding 
immediately  to  the  French  tyrant's 
requifition  to  detain  the  Englifh 
merchants  and  fequeflrate  all  Bri¬ 
tifh  property,  becaufe  he  contended 
that  fuch  an  aft  would  be  an  open 
violation  of  public  law,  and  be- 
fides  an  infringement  of  folemn 
treaties  then  exifting  between 
the  courts  of  Lifbon  and  Lon¬ 
don.  As  Buonaparte,  however, 
had  threatened  the  prince  regent 
with  the  inftsnt  commencement  of 
hoftilities,  if  he  refufed  to  become 
the  agent  of  his  rancorous  hatred 
to  Great  Britain,  his  royal  high- 
nefs  determined,  as  far  as  it  was 
practicable  to  yield,  though  reluc¬ 
tantly,  to  the  diftates  of  the 
French  ruler,  in  the  hope  that  the 
latter  would  relax  from  the  ftern 
harfnnefs  of  his  defigns,  and  fuf- 
fer  his  iron  difpofition  to  be  miti¬ 
gated  by  fome  intermediate  pro¬ 
ceedings  *  but  the  haughty  Cor- 
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$can  was  as  inexorable  as  he  was 
powerful,  and  intimated  his  plea- 
fure  that  every  part  o^his  demand, 
which  in  truth  was  a  fovereign 
decree,  fhould  be  carried  into  ef¬ 
fect.  As  the  lituation  of  his  royal 
highnefs  was  now  almoft  defperate, 
he  began  to  concert  meafures  for 
removing  the  feat  of  government 
to  the  Brazils ;  and  gave  directions 
for  every  fhip  of  war,  which  fhould 
be  found  fea-worthy,  to  be  fitted 
out.  At  the  fame  time,  in  order 
to  prevent  as  much  inconvenience 
as  poflible  to  the  Englifh  refidents 
in  Portugal,  he  gave  them  notice 
of  the  Gallic  chief's  intentions, 
recommending  them  to  fell  their 
effeCts  and  quit  the  kingdom  with 
all  fpeed  ;  and  when  he  felt  allured 
that  nearly  all  the  natives  of 
Great  Britain  who  were  not  natu¬ 
ralized  in  Portugal  had  left  the 
country,  and  that  almoft  all  Eng- 
lifh  property  had  been  transferred 
to  Portuguefe  merchants  by  fale, 
and  even  the  amount  of  it  ex¬ 
ported,  he  then  refolved  to  fhut 
up  the  ports  of  his  dominions 
againft  England,  and  to  comply 
with  the  reft  of  the  edict  iffued  by 
his  infolent  oppreffor ;  but,  though 
Buonaparte,  as  foon  as  he  knew  of 
the  projeCt,  had  peremptorily  for¬ 
bidden  his  royal  highnefs  to  think 
of  a  retreat  to  America,  the 
prince  regent  now  declared  that  if 
the  French  troops  entered  Portugal, 
he  was  firmly  refolved  to  repair, 
with  his  whole  court,  to  his  Trans- 
Atlantic  colonies,  which  were  at 
once  the  molt  important  and  thebefl 
defended  parts  of  his  domains. 

Still  clinging  to  hope,  the  lafl 
folace  of  the  v/eak  and  unfortunate, 
the  prince  regent,  on  the  8th  of 
November,  figned  an  order  for 
detaining  the  few  Britifh  fubjeCb, 


and  of  the  inconfiderable  portion 
of  Englifh  property  which  yet  re- 
mained  at  Lifbon.  Lord  Strang- 
ford,  the  Britifh  ambaffador,  had 
frequently  and  diftinCUy  hated  to 
the  Portuguefe  cabinet,  that  in 
agreeing  not  to  refent  the  exclufion 
of  Englifh  commerce  from  the  har¬ 
bours  of  Portugal,  his  Britannic 
majefty  had  exhaufted  the  means 
of  forbearance  :  that  in  making 
this  conceflion  to  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  prince  regent's 
pofi don,  his  majefty  had  done  all 
that  friendfhip  and  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  ancient  alliance  could 
juftly  require  :  but  that  a  fingle 
ftep  beyond  the  line  of  modified 
hoftility,  thus  mo  ft  reluCltantly 
confented  to,  mull  neceffarily  lead 
to  the  extremity  of  aClual  war. 
As  foon  therefore  as  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  order  above  ftated  came 
to  his  lordfhip’s  knowledge,  he 
caufed  the  arms  of  England  to  be 
removed  from  the  front  of  his  re- 
fidence,  demanded  his  paffports, 
prefented  a  final  remonftrance  againft 
the  recent  conduft  of  the  court  of 
Lifbon,  and  on  the  17th  proceeded 
to  an  Englifh  fquadron  commanded 
by  fir  Sidney  Smith,  which  had 
lately  arrived  off  the  coaft  of 
Portugal.  Lord  Strangford  imme¬ 
diately  fuggefted  the  propriety  of 
eftablifhing  a  moft  rigorous  blockade 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Tagus,  a  di¬ 
rection  which  fir  Sidney  Smith 
promptly  obeyed,  and  fully  accom- 
plifhed.  While  Lord  Strangford 
was  with  the  fquadron,  he  received 
fome  difpatches  from  England,  by 
which  he  found  that  he  had  antici¬ 
pated  the  defigns  of  his  govern¬ 
ment  ;  but  though  his  public  func¬ 
tions  had  ceafed,  from  a  careful 
confiderations  of  thefe  papers,  he 
was  induced  to  return  forthwith  to 
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Lifbon  to  afcerfain  the  effed  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  blockade,  and  to  pro- 
pofe  to  the  Fortuguefe  cabinet,  as 
the  only  condition  upon  which 
that  blockade  could,  ceafe,  the  al¬ 
ternative  either  of  furrendering 
their  feet  to  his  Britannic  majefty, 
•r  of  immediately  employing  it  to 
remove  the  prince  regent  and  his 
family  to  the  Brazils.  He  accor¬ 
dingly  requeued  an  audience  of 
his  royal  highnefs,  together  with 
due  affurances  of  protedion  and 
fecurlty ;  and  upon  receiving  a 
favourable  anfvver,  he  repaired  to 
Lifbon  in  his  majefty  *s  (hip  Confi- 
ance,  bearing  a  flag  of  truce.  His 
lordlhip  inftantly  had  a  mod  inte- 
refting  communications  with  the 
court  of  Lifoon,  and  had  the  fa- 
tisfadion  to  perceive  ((  that  the 
priMce  regent  wifely  direded  all 
his  apprehenfions  to  a  French  army, 
and  all  his  hopes  to  an  Engiifh 
Heet.y>  Whereupon  lord  Strang- 
ford  affured  his  royal  highnefs, 
that  his  Britannic  majefty  would 
generouily  overlook  thofe  ads  of 
unwilling  and  momentary  hoftility, 
to  which  his  royal  highnefs’s  con¬ 
fect  had  been  extorted;  and  his 
lordfhjp  promifed,  on  the  faith  of 
his  fovereign,  that  the  Britifh 
fquadron  before  the  Tagus  (hould 
be  employed  to  proted  his  retreat 
from 'Lifbon,  and  his  voyage  to  the 
Brazils. 

The  prince  regent  having  dif- 
tfovered  that  the  common  deceiver 
of  mankind,  hope,  had  alfo  led 
him  into  a  dangerous  error,  and 
knowing  that  the  advanced  guard 
of  the  French  and  Spanifh  army 
was  then  adually  at  Abrantes,  and 
that  the  main  body  was  in  full 
inarch  for  his  capital,  acceded  moft 
cordially,  and  with  the  greateft 
gratitude,  to  lord  StrangforcFs  pro- 


pofal ;  and  on  the  morning  of  the 
28th,  a  decree  was  publifhed  in 
which  kis  royal  highnefs  announced 
his  intention  of  retiring  to  the  city 
of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  until  the  con- 
clufion  of  a  general  peace,  and  of 
appointing  a  regency  to  tranfad 
the  duties  of  government  at  Lif¬ 
bon,  during  his  abfence  from  Eu¬ 
rope.  The  fad;  is,  that  the  court 
of  Lifbon  was  furprifed  by  the 
fudden  appearance  and  progrefs  of 
the  French  in  Portugal.  The  prince 
and  his  counfellors  had  lulled  them- 
felves  into  a  fatal  fecurity,  from 
the  fuppofition  that  the  difficulties 
of  paffing  the  tremendous  mountains, 
ft  mated  to  the  fouth  of  the  province 
of  Salamanca,  in  Spain,  and  thofe 
of  Beira,  in  Portugal,  in  the  win¬ 
ter,  when  thefe  magnificent  and 
airy  heights,  as  well  as  the  impe¬ 
tuous  torrents  in  the  vales, or  rather 
profound  dells,  between  the -ridges, 
prefent  the  moft  formidable  ob- 
ftacles  to  the  march  of  troops, 
would  have  deferred  the  arrival  of 
the  French  in  the  Portugaefe  me¬ 
tropolis  till  a  much  later  period  ; 
conjeduring  it  is  to  be  concluded, 
that  an  advancing  general  of  the 
French,  or  indeed  any  other  fchool, 
would  voluntarily  encounter  need- 
lefs  impediments  for  the  pleafure  of 
overcoming  them !  General  junot, 
the  French  commander,  however, 
who  had  previoufly  filled  the  ftation 
of  ambafiador  at  the  court  of  Lif¬ 
bon,  and  who  probably  had  fur- 
veyed  the  neighbouring  country 
with  a  military  eye,  and  was  per- 
fedly  acquainted  with  the  face  of 
it,  chofe  a  different  route  from  that 
which  the  Portuguese  minifters  had 
fuppofed  he  would  take  :  adopting 
afouthern  courfe,  he  entered  Portu¬ 
gal  by  the  city  of  Elvas,  and  threw 
forward  his  advance  to  Abrantes, 

where, 
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where  it  a&ually  arrived,  before  it 
was  known  in  Lifbon  that  the 
French  had  eroded  the  frontiers. 

Jn  the  morning  of  the  29th  of 
November,  the  Portuguefe  ilect 
came  out  of  the  Tagus,  with  the 
prince  regent,  the  whole  of  the 
royal  family  of  Braganza,  and 
many  of  his  royal  highnefs’s  faith, 
ful  counfellors  and  adherents,  on 
board.  The  fleet  confifted  of 
eight  fail  of  the  line,  four  large 
frigates,  feveral  armed  brigs, 
floops  and  corvettes,  with  a  num- 
bei  of  Brazil  (hips,  amounting  to 
about  thirty-fix  fail  altogether. 
Thjy  pa  fled  through  the  Britifh 
fquadron,  and  his  majefty’s  fhips 
fired  a  falute  of  twenty-one  guns, 
which  was  returned  with  an  equal 
volley  on  the  part  of  the  Portu¬ 
guefe. 

This  feene  of  a  prince,  with  a 
large  retinue,  who  chofe  to  partake 
in  his  fortunes,  quitting  his  native 
fhores  and  the  ancient  feat  of  the 
government,  hallowed  by  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  his  auguft  anceftors, 
and  endeared  by  habit  as  well  as 
every  emotion  ariflng  from  the 
beft  feelings  of  the  human  heart, 
mull  have  been  highly  impreflivc 
and  affefting  to  every  beholder 
who  was  either  interefled  in  the 
welfare  of  the  royal  family,  or 
who  had  fuflicient  feeling  to  de¬ 
plore  theinftability  of  human  power 
and  greatnefs. 

Sir  Sidney  Smith  detached  four 


fhips  of  the  line  to  accompany  the 
Portuguefe  fleet  to  the  Brazils,  and 
to  render  it  every  afli fiance,  which 
circumllanccs  might  demand.  The 
fleet  was  not  out  of  light  of  Lif- 
bon,  before  the  combined  French 
and  Spanilh  troops  appeared  on  the 
hills,  who  thus  had  an  opportuni¬ 
ty  of  obferving  that  their  medi¬ 
tated  prey  had  eluded  their  grafp* 
Junot  entered  Lifbon  without  op- 
poflrion.  He  endeavoured  to  in¬ 
gratiate  himfelf  with  the  Portu¬ 
guefe  by  the  warmed  profeffions  of 
amity  towards  them,  a (Tu ring  them 
that  the  French  regarded  them  with 
perfect  attachment  ;  but  he  did  not 
fail  to  prohibit  the  people  of  Lif- 
bon  from  bearing  arms.  So  jea¬ 
lous  was  he  of  their  probable  /lif* 
guff  with  their  obtruding  friends, 
that  he  thought  it  prudent  to  for¬ 
bid  a  greater  number  than  ten  of 
the  inhabitants  from  affembling-  to*> 
gether  at  any  one  time  in  the 
flreets  of  the  metropolis  ;  and  to 
enforce  this  arbitrary  injunction, 
artillery  was  planted  in  the  fquares 
and  flreets,  and  a  moll  rigorous 
military  police  was  eflablifhed 
Neither  did  this  difciple  of  Buo¬ 
naparte  omit  to  levy  large  and 
burlhenforne  contributions  on  the 
people,  for  the  fupport  of  his 
troops  and  the  Spaniards  under  his 
commands 

As  foon  as  Portugal  could  be 
confldered  in  no  other  light  than  as 
a  French  province,  major-general 

Beresford 


*  Amidft  molt  likely  many  ads  of  oppreffion,  Junot  had  at  leaf!  the  merit  of  ufmg 
fart  of  his  authority  in  a  falutary  manner  while  he  continued  at  Lifhon;  for  he  com¬ 
pelled  the  inhabitants  to  render  the  flreets  more  paffable  by  forcing  them  to  remove  the 
Augean  filth  collected  before  their  houfes.  While  the  French  remained  maflers  of  the 
Portuguefe  capital,  the  ilreets  are  jaid  to  have  been  perfectly  clean;  but  about  three 
years  after  their  departure,  when  the  editor  of  this  work  was  there,  pollution  reigned  in 
all  its  horrors  throughout  every  flreet,  the  only  fcavengers  being  innumerable  mafterlels 
dogs  which  devoured  the  offenfive  refufe  nightly  thrown  from  the  windows,  to  the  great 
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Beresford  and  fir  Samuel  Hood 
were  direfted  to  take  pofleftion  of 
the  fine  ill  and  of  Madeira,  which 
was  amicably  furrendered  to  them, 
and  placed  under  the  powerful  pro- 
tedlion  of  Great  Britain,  with  an 
exprefs  ftipulation  that  it  fhould  be 
reftored  to  the  houfe  of  Braganza, 
when  their  dominions  fhould  be  li¬ 
berated  from  the  oppreftive  influ¬ 
ence  of  France. 

While  the  fubordirate  fpirbs  of 
the  potent  and  demoniac  magician 
were  thus  expending  his  baleful  cir¬ 
cles,  Buonaparte  himfelf  had  quit¬ 
ted  Fontainbleau  on  the  15th  of 
November,  and  undertaken  his  me¬ 
ditated  journey  to  Italy.  This 
imperial  prog  refs  was  announced 
to  expending  Europe  with  the  great- 
eft  parade,  and  a  ftudied  import¬ 
ance  was  attached  to  it  for  the 
purpofe  of  mifleading  conje&ure. 
The  trembling  adherents  of  almoft 
every  ftate  gazed  with  anxious  ex¬ 
pectation  on  the  courfe  ot  the  poli¬ 
tical  meteor,  and,  while  they 
-watched  its  track,  endeavoured  to 
account  for  its  motion.  The  fate 
of  the  continent-  was  fuppofed  to 
depend  on  this  journey,  or  it  was 
thought  at  leaft  that  the  brilliance 
of  the  Ottoman  ereftent  would 
fade  in  confequence  of  the  arrange¬ 
ments  about  to  be  formed  at  Milan, 
and  that  the  long  projefted  divi¬ 
sion  of  the  Turkifti  dominions  was 
at  Jaft  to  be  decreed  :  that  hiftory 
was  to  record  another  facrifice  to 
defpotic  cupidity,  by  the  par- 
tion  of  that  devoted  empire  amongft 
the  three  preponderating  fovereigns 
of  the  continent. 


It  appears  however  that  Buona¬ 
parte's  real  object  was  folely  to  di¬ 
vert  the  general  attention  to  a 
quarter  where  little  was  propofed 
to  be  done,  while  he  the  more  fe- 
curely,  becaufe  unfufpeCIedly,  pro- 
fecuted  his  deftgns  on  the  penin- 
fula.  The  French  chief,  as  might  be 
furmifed,  was  received  with  great 
fplendour  in  the  Milanefe  capital, 
at  which  he  arrived  on  the  2  iff  of 
the  fame  month.  The  bufinefs 
tranfaded  at  this  place  was  at  firft 
of  no  great  confequence,  and  re¬ 
lated  entirely  to  Italy.  By  a  con- 
ftitutional  ftatute,  Buonaparte  a- 
dopted  Eugene  Beauharnois,  and 
fettled  the  Italian  kingdom  on  him 
and  his  male  iftue,  in  cafe  he  him¬ 
felf  fhould  have  no  legitimate  fon  ; 
but  this  adoption  was  never  to 
give  either  Eugene  Beauharnois  or 
his  defendants  any  claim  to  the 
throne  of  France  :  the  fon  in  law 
of  Napoleon  was  alfo  created  prince 
of  Venice.  Buonaparte  likewife 
conferred  feverai  Italian  titles  on 
other  branches  of  his  family.  Ma¬ 
ria  Louifa,  the  queen  of  Etruria, 
fanftioned  the  exchange  of  the  beau¬ 
tiful  Tufcan  provinces  for  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Northern  Lufitania,  per¬ 
haps  the  moft  agreeable  and  pidlu- 
refque  part  of  Portugal,  certainly 
not  the  leaft  valuable  diftridt  of 
that  country ;  and  the  delightful 
plains  of  Tufcany,  with  their  fu- 
perb  cities,  thus  became  a  part  of 
the  dominions  of  the  French  ruler. 

The  chief  and  moft  memorable 
occurrence  which  marked  the  re- 
ftdence  of  Buonaparte  in  Italy,  was 
the  fignature  of  what  was  denomi- 


annoyance  of  paftengers  on  foot  or  on  horfeback,  nay  even  in  a  caliche,  the  moft  ufual 
fpecies  of  carriage,  unlei's  the  blinds  were  clofed.  To  pafs  through  any  part  of  Lifbon  at 
night  is  more  difgufting  to  the  olfadiory  nerves,  than  can  be  imagined  by  any  one  who 
Eas  not  had  the  misfortune  to  try  the  experiment. 

nated 
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Dated  his  rejoinder  to  his  Britannic 
majeHy’s  Iaii  orders  in  council.  That 
the  nature  of  this  document  and 
the  circumftanccs  relating  to  it  may 
be  comprehended,  it  will  be  ne- 
ceffary  that  the  reader  fhould  re¬ 
trace  his  lieps.  It  will  be  recol¬ 
lected  that  Buonaparte  iffued  a  de¬ 
cree  from  Berlin,  in  the  year  i  806, 
againft  the  Englifh  commerce, 
which  declared  the  Britifn  1  (lands 
to  be  in  a  hate  of  blockade, 
condemned  as  lawful  prize  every 
fhip  coming  diredly  from  Great 
Britain  or  her  colonies,  or  which 
had  even  entered  the  ports  of 
either,  and  prohibited  all  traffic  in 
Englifh  merchandife.  To  remedy 
the  inconveniences  fuhained  by  his 
Britannic  majefly's  fubjedts,  an  or¬ 
der  in  council  was  promulgated  on 
the  7th  of  January,  1807,  f° rbid- 
ding  any  veflel  to  trade  from  one  port 
to  another,  both  of  which  fhould 
be  in  poffeffion  of  France  or  her  al¬ 
lies  but  in  truth  the  inconve¬ 
niences  felt  by  the  Englifh  mer¬ 
chants  were  at  hrh  fmall,  lince 
great  quantities  of  goods  and  colo¬ 
nial  produce  were  certainly,  for  a 
confiderable  period,  imported  into 
the  continent  either  through  indif¬ 
ference  or  connivance.  When  how¬ 
ever  Buonaparte  found,  that  from 
his  great  fuccefs  in  Poland,  he  had 
no  compeer  in  Europe,  and  was  be¬ 
come  the  abfoiute  monarch  of  na¬ 
tions,  he  ordered  his  decree  to  be 
enforced  with  the  utmoH  rigour ; 
and  by  an  ordinance  of  the  6th  ol 
Auguft,  prohibited  the  importation 
of  ail  articles  of  commerce  into 
the  countries  fubjecl  to  his  con- 
troul,  unlefs  they  were  accompa¬ 
nied  by  what  were  termed  certi¬ 
ficates  of  origin,  or  averments  by 
the  French  agents  refident  at  the 
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neutral  ports  of  fhipment,  that  fuch 
articles  were  neither  the  manufac¬ 
tures  of  Great  Britain  nor  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  her  colonies.  The  fcene 
was  now  quickly  changed,  and 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Hates  under 
his  power  were  not  only  compelled 
to  forego  the  luxuries  to  which 
they  had  been  accuHomed,  but 
even  to  pine  in  ficknefs  without 
thofe  remedies,  which  were  necef- 
fary  in  particular  complaints.  De¬ 
plorable  as  this  Hate  of  affairs  was 
on  the  continent,  Buonaparte  had 
the  gloomy  fatisfaidion  of  knowing 
that  the  weight  of  his  hand  preffed, 
not  only  upon  the  immediate  and 
miferable  objects  of  his  tyranny, 
but  upon  the  trading  commu¬ 
nity  of  that  nation  which  had 
become  the  peculiar  mark  of  his 
envy  and  hatred.  It  appears,  by 
the  teHsmony  of  the  molt  enlight¬ 
ened  perfons  who  adverted  to  the 
fubjedt,  that  the  Britifh  commerce, 
as  far  as  regarded  continental  con- 
nexions  and  confiimotion,  was  im- 

j  y 

paired  in  a  very  great  degree,  if 
not  nearly  crufhed  by  the  feverity 
and  watchfuinefs  of  the  French  cuf- 
tom-houfe-officers.  Towards  the 
latter  end  of  the  year,  the  com¬ 
mercial  preffure  became  fo  alarming 
as  to  require  the  immediate  atten¬ 
tion  of  government,  and  as  the 
former  order  in  council  had  been 
found  perfeClly  inadequate  to  a- 
chieve  the  purpofe  for  which  it  was 
intended,  new  orders  were  pro¬ 
claimed  on  the  nth  of  November, 
the  fpirit  of  which  Hill  allowed 
neutrals  a  direT  trade  with  the 
colonies  of  his  MajeHy’s  enemies, 
to  furnilh  themfelves  with  pro¬ 
duce  for  their  own  immediate  fup- 
ply  and  confumption  ;  hut  left  open 
fuch  trade  only  with  France  and 
[/vzj  her 
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her  allies,  as  fnould  be  carried  on 
direftly  through  the  ports  of  his 
Majefty’s  dominions ;  and  particu¬ 
larly  condemned  as  lawful  prizes, 
all  fhips,  with  their  cargoes, 
whofe  captains  had  fubmitted  to 
receive  the  certificates  of  origin 
in  neutral  ports.  Thus  was  the 
commerce  of  Europe  ordained  to 
experience  the  dangers  of  Scylla 
and  Charybdis.  If  the  neutral 
trader  negledled  to  take  the  certi¬ 
ficates  prefcribed  by  the  French  au¬ 
tocrat,  he  could  not  enter  a  port 
of  France  or  her  allies,  and  if  he 
did  take  them,  it  amounted  ai¬ 
med  to  a  certainty  that  his  veffel 
and  cargo  would  be  captured  by 
the  Britifh  cruifers.  However 
hard  the  dilemma  may  appear,  the 
conduct  of  his  majefty’s  minifters 
in  this  refpeft  was  more  than  jufti- 
fiable- — it  was  praife worthy  ;  and 
though  from  the  nature  and  intri¬ 
cacy  of  the  cafes  naturally  arifmg 
from  the  fir  ft  fweeping  rule  of  the 
1 1  th  of  November,  fubfequent  ex¬ 
planatory  orders  in  council  were 
expedient  and  were  publifhed,  by 
which  proceedings  minifters  were 
plentifully  expofed  to  the  fhafes  of 
lidicule,  it  does  by  no  means  ap¬ 
pear  that  they  merited  the  fatire  or 
deferved  reproach  ;  for  what  is  the 
true  ftate  of  the  bufinefs  ?  The  am¬ 
bition  and  violence  of  the  enemy 
had  rendered  a  ftrong  and  compre- 
henfive  meafure  neceffary,  which 
involved  many  predicaments  that 
human  wifdom  could  not  imme¬ 
diately  forefee,  and  the  prompt  at¬ 
tention  of  thofe  whofe  duty  it  was 
to  maintain  the  public  welfare  im¬ 
mediately  applied  the  remedies 
which  were  deemed  moft  proper  for 
the  emergency.  But  w  there  any 
thing  ludicrous  or  culpable  in  the 


tranfaflion  ?  Impartial  enquiry  a  fid 
candour  muff  give  a  negative  to 
the  queftion. 

Roufed  to  fury  by  the  intelli¬ 
gence  of  this  meafure,  Buonaparte 
fulminated  a  new  decree,  dated 
the  17th  of  December,  from  the 
imperial  palace  at  Milan,  agalnft 
the  Britifh  government,  which  he 
declared  had  denationalized  the 
fhips  of  every  ftate  in  Europe. 
He  now  fubjedfed  to  capture  all 
veffels  whofe  commanders  fnould 
have  fuffered  them  to  be  fearched 
by  the  Englifh  cruifers,  and  who 
had  confented  to  the  preferibed 
voyage  to  the  Britifh  ports,  or  who 
had  paid  any  tax  whatever  to  the 
Englifh  government,  as  well  as 
every  fh ip  of  whatever  nation  that 
failed  from  the  harbours  of  Great 
Britain  or  thofe  ofher  fettlements. 

Notwithftanding  this  a<5l  of  ad¬ 
ditional  feverity  on  the  part  of  the 
French  ruler,  it  was  affirmed  that 
Britifh  commerce  felt  the  falutary 
effedfs  of  the  laft  orders  in  council, 
and  began  gradually  to  revive 
from  a  condition  of  complete  lan¬ 
guor  ;  but  the  details  of  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  and  the'  progrefs  of  the 
improvement,  with  the  bearings  of 
the  orders  on  the  American  trade 
in  particular,  belong  to  the  hiftory 
of  the  following  year. 

The  treaty  arranged  at  London 
in  the  vear  1806,  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  was  not  ratified  by  the 
prefident  of  the  republic,  and  the 
connexion  of  the  two  countries,  as 
to  commercial  points,  ftill  remained 
in  a  pofition  of  uncertainty.  This 
doubtful  relation  of  things  was  un¬ 
fortunately  rendered  more  equivo¬ 
cal  by  the  indifereet  zeal  of  admi¬ 
ral  Berkeley,  who  had  the  com¬ 
mand 
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Inand  of  the  Britifh  naval  force  on 
the  American  ftation.  The  Che- 
fapeak  an  American  frigate,,  un¬ 
der  the  orders  of  commodore  Bar¬ 
ron,  was  known  to  have  feveral 
deferters  on  hoard  her  from  the 
Englifh  fquadron  then  lying  off 
Norfolk  and  watching  the  French. 
Reprefentations  of  this  fact  had 
been  made  to  the  American  fecre- 
tary,  to  which  no  fatisfaflory  an- 
fwers  were  given.  Captain  Doug¬ 
las,  the  fenior  officer  on  the  ftation, 
knowing  the  Chefapeak  was  about 
to  fail  for  the  Mediterranean,  in  con¬ 
formity  with  his  directions  from  ad¬ 
miral  Berkeley  .ordered  the  Leopard 
to  cruife  off  the  Capes  of  Virginia 
to  examine  her  for  deferters.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  when  captain  Humphreys 
of  the  Leopard,  came  up  with  the 
Chefapeak  on  the  23d  of  June,  he 
fent  a  boat  with  advice  of  the  in¬ 
formation  he  had  received  refpedt- 
ing  the  deferters  to  commodore 
Barron,  and  of  his  order  to  fearch 
for  them.  Commodore  Barron  re¬ 
filling  to  fubmit  to  the  inveftiga- 
tion,  the  Britifh  captain  fired  fe¬ 
veral  fhots,  to  which  the  republi¬ 
can  eommander  paid  no  regard,  and 
the  former  at  length  fired  a  broad- 
fide  into  the  Chefapeak,  which 
Hie  returned  by  fix  or  feven  feat- 
tered  fhots,  and,  on  receiving  a  fe- 
cond  broadfide,  ftruck  her  colours. 
On  examination  five  or  fix  defert¬ 
ers  were  found,  who  proved  to  be 
the  very  men  that  had  been  de¬ 
manded.  In  this  fhort  rencounter, 
the  Chefapeak  had  fix  men  killed 
and  twenty-one  wounded.  She 
was  alfo  much  fhattered,  and  the 
commodore  therefore  returned  into 
port. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  events, 
Mr.  Jefferfon  iffued  a  ftrong  pro® 
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elamation,  which,  after  ftating 
that  the  Britifh  naval  commanders 
had  repeatedly  and  fyftemaficaHy 
abufed  the  rights  of  hofpitaliry, 
required  all  armed  veffiels  bearing 
coramiftions  under  the  government 
of  Great  Britain,  immediately  and 
without  delay,  to  depart  from  the 
waters  of  the  United  States,  and 
interdidled  the  entrance  of  the  fame 
to  all  others  of  the  like  deferip- 
tion. 

As  foon  as  an  account  of  this  af¬ 
fair  arrived  in  Great  Britain,  mi- 
nifters  found  themselves  much  em« 
barraffed  by  it,  and  the  public  par¬ 
ticipated  in  their  chagrin.  His 
ma jelly's  fervants  towards  the  end 
of  the  year  fent  Mr.  Rofe,  a  gen¬ 
tleman  of  confiderabie  talents,  on 
a  fpecial  million  to  endeavour  to 
accommodate  matters,  and  recalled 
admiral  Berkeley  who  had  thrown 
them  into  an  auk  ward  predicament, 
thus  affording  a  tacit  difavowal  of 
his  conduct  to  the  American  go¬ 
vernment.  The  right  of  fearch 
was  unqueftionable;  but  the  ex¬ 
pediency  of  enforcing  it  at  this 
particular  juncture  was  more  than 
problematical. 

The  very  valuable  Dutch  fettle- 
ment  of  Cura^oa  was  added  to  the 
foreign  poffeffions  of  Great  Britain 
on  the  ift  of  January,  by  captain 
Brifhane  who  had  a  fquadron  of 
four  frigates  under  his  command. 
The  circumftances  attending  this 
enterprife  were  highly  creditable 
to  the  gallantry  and  Ik  111  of  that 
officer.  The  harbour  of  the  ifland 
was  defended  by  regular  fortifica¬ 
tions  mounting  two  tiers  of  can¬ 
non  ;  and  athwarr  the  entrance,  of 
ir,  which  is  only  fifty  yards  in 
width,  a  Dutch  frigate  of  thirty- 
fix  guns,  a  fmailer  veffel  carrying 

tvver-ity- 
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twenty-two  guns,  and  two  large 
fchooners,  were  moored.  At  a 
quarter  pa  ft  fix  o’clock  In  the 
morning,  the  English  fquadron 
having  palled  the  extenfive  line  of 
fea  batteries  In  ciofe  order  of  bat- 
tie,  appeared  before  the  port, 
when  a  fpirited  nftion  enfued.  The 
frigate,  (loop  and  fchooners,  were 
carried  by  hoarding,  the  lower, 
forts,  the  citadel  and  town  of  Am. 
Her  dam  by  ftorm  5  all  of  which 
were  at  feven  o’clock  in  the  power 
ef  the  aftailants.  Honourable  terms 
of  capitulation  were  now  granted 
to  the  garrifon  ;  and  by  ten  in  the 
morning  the  Britifh  (lag  was  hoift- 
ed  on  Fort  Repirblique.  The  go¬ 
vernor  of  the  iiland  refufed  to  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  majefty  ;  and  confequently 
Captain  Brifhane  was  obliged  to 
affume  the  diredion  of  affairs  in  the 
name  of  his  fovereign. 

A  revolution  had  taken  place  in 
Saint  Domingo  the  preceding  year, 
when  the  violent  and  fanguinary 
Deffalines  perifhed  by  the  hatred 
and  juft  indignation  of  the  people 
whom  he  had  nr  (ruled  and  oppref- 
fed.  Chriftophe,  who  aftfumed  the 
government  after  the  death  of  the 
profligate  tyrant,  with  the  general 
approbation  of  the  army  and  inha¬ 
bitants,  was  afterwards  engaged 
in  a  fierce  ftruggle  for  power  with 
jpetion  ;  and  fortunately  for  the  in- 
f  emits  of  humanity,  he  fo  far  pre¬ 
vailed  as  to  become  the  moft  pow¬ 
erful  chieftain  in  the  iiland.  In 
his  feveral  addreftes  to  the  army 
and  the  people,  he  manifefted  a 
fpirit  which,  though  modeftly  fiufh- 
ed  with  victory,  was  chafter.ed  by 
the  warmeft  principles  of  philan¬ 
thropy  and  rectitude,  and  a  defire 
to  heal  the- wounds  of  his  diftrafK 


ed  country,  to  promote  her  agricul¬ 
ture,  her  commerce,  her  wealth* 
her  happinefs  ;  thus  exemplifying, 
by  the  belt  criterion  of  practice, 
the  virtues  of  a  hero,  a  patriotic 
foldier,  and  a  iegiilator.  Fie  was 
doubtiefs  affifted  by  the  collected 
wifdom  of  thofe  around  him  in  his 
undertakings,  and  he  avowed  that 
he  was  proud  of  the  confcioufnefs 
of  that  aftiftance  in  forming  the 
new  conftitution  for  Hayti,  which 
feerned  well  calculated  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  perfons  for  whom  it 
was  intended.  This  aft  of  the 
people  declared  that  every  body  re¬ 
dding  on  the  territory  of  Hayti 
was  free,  in  the  fulleft  fenfe,  and 
that  ilavery  was  for  ever  abolifhed 
on  the  iiland.  The  government 
was  compofed  of  a  chief  magiftrate, 
who  was  to  take  the  title  and  qua¬ 
lity  of  prendent  6f  Hayti  and 
gene  rail  iti  mo  of  the  forces  both  by 
fea  and  land.  This  truft  was  for 
life,  but  the  prefident  had  a  right 
to  chufe  his  fucceflbr  from  among  ft 
his  generals  only.  The  ufual 
powers  were  conferred  on  the  chief 
magiftra'te  in  refpeft  to  foreign 
treaties,  as  well  as  peace  and  war. 
The  council  of  ftate  appears  to  have 
been  much  too  limited  in  number, 
fince  it  confided  only  of  nine  mem¬ 
bers,  and  it  was  befides  founded 
too  much  on  military  principles,  as 
two  thirds  of  the  council  were  to  be 
generals  ;  yet  when  it  is  recollect¬ 
ed  that  every  Havtian,  like  every 
Swifs,  was  a  foldier,  the  harfhnefs 
of  comment  ought  in  fome  de- 
gree  to  be  mitigated.  This  coun¬ 
cil  was  a  deliberative  body.  The 
government  of  Hayti  therefore 
approached  nearly  to  an  oligarchy, 
iti  which  however  there  were  the 
ftrongeft  features  of  a  monarchial 
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preponderance  though  without  the 
name,  becaufe  the  prefalent  ap¬ 
pointed  the  members  of  the  coun¬ 
cil.  Wife  rules  and  arrangements 
were  made  for  adminiftering  juf- 
tice  fpeedily,  and  notwithflanding 
regular  judges  were  appointed,  it 
was  optional  whh  every  citizen 
to  refer  his  caufe  to  arbitration  ; 
a  fpecies  of  appeal  which  cer¬ 
tainly  leaves  every  cafe  open  to 
the  decilion  of  human  wiidom 
and  equity,  unfettered  by  the 
ihackies  of  fweeping  regulations. 
The  Roman  catholic  religion  was 
proclaimed  to  be  that  of  the  flare, 
but  the  exercife  of  every  other  was 
tolerated  and  to  be  unmolefted. 
Schools  were  to  be  eftablifhed  in 
each  diftrid,  and  every  Haytian, 
from  the  age  of  fixteen  to  that  of 
fifty,  was  liable  to  military  fer- 
vice.  It  was  carefully  announced 
as  a  fundamental  part  of  the  ad  of 
Hate,  that  it  was  the  fixed  deter¬ 
mination  of  the  government  to  give 
no  diflurbance  to  the  colonies  of 
other  nations  ;  and  that  the  people 
of  Hayti  would  make  no  conquefts 
out  of  their  own  ifland. 

Chriftophe  had  foon  the  opportu¬ 
nity  of  proving  his  regard  for  good 
faith  and  moderation.  Some  red. 
lefs  and  mifehievous  fpirits  in  the 
fou  them  ^art  of  Saint  Domingo  had 
opened  a  clandedine  correfpondence 
with  various  difaffeded  persons  in 
Jamaica,  with  a  view  to  didurb 
the  tranquillity  of  that  country. 
This  wicked  intrigue  was  deteded 
by  the  fagacity  and  watchfuJnefs 
of  Chridophe,  who  immediately 
arreded  the  parties  concerned  in  the 
confpiracy.  The  Britifh  minidry 
were  fo  well  pleafed  by  this  de- 
mondr^tion  of  integrity,  that  they 
iffued  m  order  of  council  in  Fe¬ 
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bruary,  1807 »■  permitting  Englifb. 
merchantmen,  bound  for  La  Plata 
and  Buenos  Ayres,  to  difpofe  of 
their  cargoes  at  any  port  in  Saint 
Domingo,  which  was  not  fubjedt 
to  France  or  Spain,  fhip  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  country,  and  either  to 
.return  with  their  invedments  to 
any  part  of  the  united  kingdom,  or 
to  place  them  on  board  the  vefiels- 
of  neutrals,  for  the  purpofe  of  fell¬ 
ing  them  in  the  foreign  fet dements 
of  hodile  powers  ;  and  the  owners 
of  the  cargoes  were  fuffered  to 
bring  the  proceeds  of  them  in  the 
neutral  (hips  to  any  harbour  of 
Great  Britain  or  Ireland.  His 
majedy’s  fer cants  thus  feized  the 
occafion  of  fhowing  their  fenfe  of 
Chriflophebs  honourable  conduct, 
and  at  the  fame  time  had  the  means 
of  affiding  the  commercial  views 
of  the  Haytians,  as  well  as  of  re¬ 
viving,  in  no  fmall  degree,  the 
enterprife  of  Britifli  fubjeds  in  a 
manner  highly  beneficial  to  all 
parties. 

The  tranquillity  which  reigned 
in  India  after  the  fuppreffion  of  the 
mutiny  at  Vellore,  was  interrupted 
by  Dundee  Khan,  a  chief  who  had 
been  rewarded  with  a  domain,  in 
addition  to  that  which  he  held  of 
the  company,  for  his  neutrality 
while  the  Britifli  government  car¬ 
ried  on  the  war  agair.d  Holkar 
and  Scindiah.  Being  called  upoa 
to  pay  his  tribute,  Dundee  declared 
his  inability  to  comply  with  the 
requifition,  as  his  vaflals  had  not 
brought  iri  their  rents.  The  ex- 
cufe  was  admitted,  and  time  was 
granted  him  to  perform  his  engage., 
ments ;  but  as  he  dill  failed  in  his 
pecuniary  duties,  the  Britifli  judge 
of  the  diflrid  cited  Dundee  before 
his  court  to  account  for  his  condud* 
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Unfortunately  the  perfon  who  con¬ 
veyed  the  fummons,  was  a  meffien- 
ger  of  the  loweft  clafs ;  and  the 
haughty  chief  was  fo  much  irritated 
at  this  indignity,  that  he  ordered 
the  meffienger  to  be  decapitated. 
Having  added  this  outrage  to  his 
former  improper  behaviour,  Dundee 
was  again  fummoned  to  appear  be¬ 
fore  the  civil  power,  and  as  he  de¬ 
clined  to  pay  obedience  to  the 
mandate,  major-general  Dickens, 
with  a  number  of  troops,  was  or¬ 
dered  to  proceed  to  Comona,  his 
principal  fortrefs.  General  Dickens 
recommended  the  in  ft  ant  attack  of 
the  place,  but  the  members  of  the 
government  at  Calcutta,  hoping 
that  the  chief  would  be  induced  to 
deliver  himfelf  up  peaceably,  per¬ 
mitted  him  to  take  a  month  to 
form  his  refolution  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  Dundee,  however,  fo  far 
from  availing  himfelf  of  this  mo¬ 
deration  on  the  part  of  his  fupe- 
riors,  took  with  avidity  every 
meafure  to  repel  force  by  force,  by 
flrengthening  the  fortifications  of 
Comona,  and  enlarging  the  dry 
ditch  which  furiounded  the  works. 
At  the  end  of  the  fpecified  time, 
he  fent  word  to  general  Dickens, 
that  he  was  willing  to  furrender 
both  his  perfon  and  the  fort,  pro¬ 
vided  he  received  an  engagement 
tl  at  his  life  fhould  be  fpared  ;  but 
he  added  that  he  never  would  fub- 
mit  to  appear  before  a  court  of  ju¬ 
dicature,  as  bis  authority  was  in¬ 
dependent  of  the  civil  power  of  the 
JBrit ifh  government.  Finding  that 
the  obftinacy  of  this  chieftain  was 
rot  to  be  overcome  by  lenient 
means,  the  governorgeneral  directed 
general  Dickens  to  befiegeComona. 
Operations  ere  immediately  com¬ 
menced,  and  a  breach  being  re¬ 


ported  practicable  on  the  18th  of 
November,  the  Britifh  troops,  con¬ 
futing  of  five  companies  of  his  ma« 
jelly’s  17th  regiment  of  infantry, 
and  fome  companies  of  fepoys,  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  affault  ;  but  they 
found  it  impoffiible  to  pafs  the 
ditch,  owing  to  the  precautions 
taken  by  the  enemy,  who  had  dug 
deep  pits  at  the  bottom  of  it,  filled 
them  with  powder,  and  covered, 
them  with  rafters  and  thatch  ce¬ 
mented  together  with  pitch.  As 
foon  as  part  of  the  Engl  ifh  forces 
had  defeended  into  the  foffe,  the 
enemy  threw  lighted  ft; fees  on  this 
mafs  of combuftibles,  which  quickly 
exploded,  and  thus  a  confiderable 
number  of  the  affailants  were  blown 
up,  while  thofe  who  remained  at  the 
head  of  the  glacis  were  feverely 
galled  by  inceffant  difeharges  of 
artillery  ;  fo  that  at  the  end  of  two 
hours,  general  Dickens,  perceiving 
the  heroic  gallantry  difplayed  by 
his  men  to  be  ineffectual,  ordered 
them  to  retreat.  During  this  af¬ 
fair  before  the  breach,  another 
party  of  the  Brit  ifh  troops  ftormed 
the  garden  of  the  place,  which 
Dundee  had  afliduoufly  fortified.  In 
this  attempt  they  were  as  unfuc- 
cefsful  as  their  brethren  in  arms  ; 
for  they  were  repulfed,  and  fuffer- 
ed  much  in  the  enterprife.  Seven 
hundred  privates,  of  whom  one 
hundred  and  forty  feven  were  Eu¬ 
ropeans,  and  thirty -five  officers, 
fell  at  Comona.  The  enemy  aban¬ 
doned  the  fortrefs  in  the  night,, 
and  retired  to  Ghurnowrie,  which 
pofl  was  regularly  invefted  on  the 
24th  of  the  fame  month.  Terri¬ 
fied  by  the  continued  bombardment 
of  this  fort,  on  the  ioth  of  Decem¬ 
ber  the  refraftory  chief  evacuated 
Ghurnowrie,  and,  with  his  adhe-. 
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tents,  efcaped  acrofs  the  river 
Jumna. 

The  clofe  of  the  year  was  mark¬ 
ed  by  the  diffolution  of  the  amity, 
which  had  been  fo  mutualJf  advan¬ 
tageous  to  Great  Britain  and  Ruffia. 
The  emperor  Alexander  had  cer¬ 
tainly  figned  the  peace  of  Tilfit  in 
&  tone  of  mind  bordering  ftrongly 
on  difguft  with  the  policy  of  the 
Britifh  cabinet ;  and  it  had  been 
forefeen  that  there  was  every  pro¬ 
bability  of  his  fentiments  of  friend- 
fhip  being  alienated  from  his  former 
ally.  It  was  indeed  admitted  by 
all  impartial  obfervers*  that  if  the 
peace  of  Tilfit  had  not  been  dic¬ 
tated  by  neceffity,  it  had  been  re¬ 
commended  by  expedience  ;  yet 
the  condudl  of  his  imperial  ma. 
jefty,  by  becoming  the  agent  of 
the  French  ch  eftain  in  punifhing 
the  unfortunate  king  of  Pruffia, 
when  he  confented  to  accept  a  p  i r t 
of  the  fpoils  wrung  from  that  re¬ 
duced  monarch,  whom  he  had  taken 
Up  arms  to  protedl,  and  who  Tad 
twice  refufed  better  terms  of  recon¬ 
ciliation  with  Buonaparte,  previ- 
oufly  to  the  battle  of  Friedland,  in 
the  perfect  reliance  of  that  unal¬ 
terable  attachment  which  his  im¬ 
perial  majefty  had  promifed  to 
maintain,  gave  every  one  ample 
reafon  to  conjecture  that  no  great 
confidence  was  to  be  placed  on  the 
firmnefs  and  liability  of  his  difpofi- 
tion,  or  any  inference  of  a  conti  . 
liued  friendlhip  from  his  former  de¬ 
portment  and  exhibition  of  goad 
will.  Various  fymptoms  of  his 
dilfatisfaCtion  with  the  court  of 
London,  and  of  his  devotion  to 
the  cabinet  of  the  Thuilleries, 
bad  already  appeared ;  particu¬ 
larly  the  conveyance  of  French 
troops  in  Ruffian  {hips  to  the 
Vol.  XLIX.  or  You,  VI!,  Ns 


i Hands  that  had  formerly  confti- 
tuted  the  Ionian  republic,  a  Hate 
of  which  his  imperial  majefty  had 
guaranteed  the  independence,  but 
which  was  now  operily -transferred 
to  France. 

This  behaviour  of  the  emperor 
Alexander  left  fmall  doubt  of  the' 
new  bias  which  his  mind  had  re¬ 
ceived;  but  by  a  declaration  that 
he  promulgated  on  the  31ft  of  Oc¬ 
tober,  that  doubt  was  wholly  re¬ 
moved.  In  this  ftate  paper  he 
complained*  that  though  he  had 
twice  taken  up  arms  in  a  caufe 
which  was  as  much  that  of  Eng¬ 
land  as  ot  Ruffia,  he  had  folicited 
in  vain  the  co-operation  which  the 
intereft  of  Great  Britain  required, 
and  that  in  the  laft  ft ruggle  which 
he  had  made;  inftead  of  imparting 
any  affiftance  by  a  diverfion  in 
his  favour,  which  he  had  been  en¬ 
titled  to  expeft;  the  cabinet  of 
Saint  James’s  had  employed  part 
of  the  Britifh  troops  in  attacking 
Buenos  Ayres,  and  another  portion- 
of  them  in  endeavouring  to  reduce 
Egypt,  in  lieu  of  difemharking 
them  on  the  coaft  of  Naples. 

With  refpeft  to  the  advantage 
of  a  diverfion  in  Germany,  fome 
queftion  may  arife ;  but  it  might 
poffibly  have  been  highly  fervicea* 
ble  to  the  general  caufe  of  Europe, 
had  a  body  of  Britiih  forces  landed 
in  the  north  of  Germany  at  the 
latter  end  of  the  year  1806,  when 
the  inhabitants  of  that  region,  and 
particularly  thofe  oi  Heffe,  were  fo 
exafperated  againft  the  French  as 
to  rife  againft  their  oppreffors. 
After  that  period,  it  does  not  ap¬ 
pear  that  any  real  good  could  have 
been  effected  by  lending  Englifh 
troops  to  the  continent  ;  for  as  it 
has  been  feen,  the  French  armies 
w  Ser,ies0  [&]  wa*' 


/ 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1807. 


255] 

were  To  dilpofed  as  to  preclude  any 
great  chance  of  useful  counterac¬ 
tion,  unlefs  indeed  a  large  corps 
had  been  employed  to  reinforce 
the  Ruffian  army,  a  fpecies  of  aid 
which  his  imperial  majefly  pre. 
cifely  declared  that  he  had  not 
wanted  and  had  never  expelled. 
As  to  a  defcenr  on  the  fhores  of 
Naples,  the  Ruffian  declaration  was 
in  that  point  peculiarly  unhappy. 
It  is  not  eafy  to  imagine  for  what 
purpofe  fuch  an  expedition  could 
have  been  undertaken.  Had  the 
cabinet  of  Saint  Peterfburg  fo  foon 
forgotten  the  ridiculous  pofture,  in 
which  the  combined  forces  of  Eng- 
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land  and  Ruffia  had  been  placed,  in 
that  country,  only  the  year  before  ? 
It  would,  however,  be  idle  to 
dwell  on  the  fubjeft  of  invading 
Naples — a  fubjett  abfurd  in  itfelf, 
and  ftill  more  abfurd  in  its  adduc¬ 
tion  as  a  topic  of  complaint.  Had 
it  been  the  intention  of  his  impe¬ 
rial  majefty’s  minifters  to  expofe 
him  to  derifion,  they  could  not 
have  adopted  a  train  of  thought 
more  calculated  to  promote  their 
deiigns. 

The  Ruffian  manifefto  exhibited 
as  another  charge  againft  the  cabi¬ 
net  of  Great  Britain,  that  the  fub- 
jefls  of  his  imperial  majefty  had 
been  interrupted  in  their  commerce, 
at  a  time  when  the  blood  of  the 
Ruffians  was  profufely  flowing  in 
the  mod  glorious  warfare  againft 
France.  To  this  the  declaration 
pubiilhed  by  the  Englifti  minifters, 
on  the  1 8th  of  December,  anfwered 
that  the  vexation  complained  of 
was,  in  truth,  little  more  than  an 
imaginary  grievance ;  and  that 
upon  a  diligent  examination,  made 
by  his  Britannic  majefty’s  com. 
mand,  of  the  recoid:.  of  the  courts 
«f  admiralty,  there  had  been  dif. 


covered  only  a  folitary  infancei  in  the 
courfe  of  the  exifing  <v:ari  of  a  veflcl 
really  Ruffian  being  condemned  ;  a 
veflel  which  had  carried  nerval fores 
to  the  pohs  of  the  common  enemy  ; 
that  there  were  but  few  inftance3  of 
Ruffian  veffels  being  detained,  and 
none  in  which  juftice  had  been  re- 
fufed  to  a  party  regularly  complain* 
ing  of  fuch  detention. 

The.  next  ground  of  complaint 
was,  that  the  Britifti  miniftry  had 
reje&ed  the  mediation  offered  or 
the  part  of  the  emperor,  by  which 
Great  Britain  might  have  compofed 
her  differences  with  France.  This 
point  was  moft  ably  anfwered  by 
the  Englifh  cabinet.  They  ob~ 
ferved  that  the  offer  was  accompa¬ 
nied  by  circumftances  of  conceal¬ 
ment,  which  might  well  have  juf- 
rifled  a  refufal— -that  even  the  ar¬ 
ticles  of  the  Treaty  of  Tilftt  had 
not  been  communicated  to  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  majefty ;  and  they  touched 
with  confide rable  dignity  on  tfm 
indecency  of  limiting  a  very  fhorfi 
time  for  his  majefty’s  reply  to  the 
offer.  Still  they  remarked  that 
the  offer  had  been  conditionally- 
accepted,  but  that  no  fatisfaftory 
information  had  been  given  on  the 
material  queftiens  alluded  to,  al¬ 
though  repeatedly  demanded. 

But  the  principal  accufation 
brought  againft  the  Englifh  cabinet, 
was  the  attack  on  Copenhagen, 
and  the  hoftile  meafures  taken  br 
them  to  fecure  the  Danifh  fleet, 
which  the  emperor  protefted  wound¬ 
ed  him  in  his  dignity,  in  the  inte- 
refts  of  his  people,  and  in  his  en¬ 
gagements  with  the  courts  of  the 
north  ;  and  that  for  this  aft  of  vio¬ 
lence  committed  in  the  Baltic,  aq 
enclofed  fea,  whofe  tranquillity  had 
been  for  a  long  period,  and  with 
the  privity  of  the  cabinet  of  Saint 
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James’s,  the  fubjed  of  reciprocal 
guarantee,  the  emperor  had  not 
differnbled  his  refentment  againft 
England,  and  announced  to  her 
that  he  could  not  remain  infenfible 
to  it.  » 

To  this  part  of  the  Ruffian  date 
paper  the  jBritifh  declaration  re¬ 
plied  with  much  force.  It  ftated 
that  the  inviolability  of  the  Baltic 
fea,  and  the  reciprocal  guarantees 
of  the  powers  that  bordered  on  it, 
guarantees  faid  to  have  been  con- 
traded  with  the  knowledge  of  the 
Britifh  government,  were  adduced 
as  aggravations  of  his  majefty 's 
proceed  ngs  in  that  part  of  Europe  ; 
but  that  it  could  not  be  intended 
to  reprefent  his  majefty  as  having 
at  any  time  acquiefeed  in  the  prin¬ 
ciples  upon  which  the  inviolability 
of  the  Baltic  was  maintained,  how¬ 
ever  his  majefty  might,  at  parti¬ 
cular  periods,  have  forborne,  for 
fpecial  reafons  influencing  his  con- 
dud  at  the  time,  to  ad  in  contra- 
didion  to  them  :  that  fuch  forbear- 
ance  never  could  have  applied  but 
to  a  ftate  of  peace,  and  real  neu¬ 
trality  in  the  north  ;  and  that  his 
majefty  moft  affuredly  could  not  be 
expeded  to  recur  to  it,  after  France 
had  been  fuffered  to  eftablifh  her- 
felf,  in  undifputed  fovereignty, 
along  the  whole  coaft  of  the  Baltic 
fea  from  Dantzic  to  Lubec. 

Whatever  fentiments  may  be 
formed  on  the  expedition  to  Co¬ 
penhagen,  there  can  be  no  queftion 
that  it  afforded  to  his  imperial 


jefty,  if  not  a  decent,  at  lead:  a 
colourable  pretext  for  entering  into 
the  views  of  his  new  ally  ;  and 
for  refigning  himfelf  to  that  ten¬ 
dency  by  which  he  was  fo  fuddenly 
aduated ;  but  it  is  not  therefore 
to  be  imagined,  if  the  Britifh  forces 
had  never  appeared  in  the  Baltic, 
that  the  emperor  Alexander  would 
not  have  thrown  himfelf  into  the 
arms  of  France. 

Thus  was  the  laft  great  monarch 
of  the  continent  humbled  to  fob- 
million  before  the  power  of  a  peo- 
ply  whofe  adivity  and  refourees 
Europe  had  fo  juftly  dreaded.  If 
is  not  to  be  denied  that  the  enmity 
of  Ruffia  was,  in  a  commercial 
point  cf  view,  unfortunate  to  Great 
Britain.  •  But  Britifh  merchants 
and  manufadurers  are  alfo  Britifh 
patriots.  They  moft  largely  par¬ 
take  in  the  common  devotion  to  the 
interefts  of  their  country  ;  and  ia 
all  cafes  endure  the  preffure  of  cir- 
eumftances  with  exalted  fortitude* 
At  the  end  of  this  year,  Eng^ 
land  had  certainly  a  longer  cata¬ 
logue  of  aggreffive  defigns  to  meet 
and  to  repel ;  but  fecure  in  her  own 
grandeur,  the  ingenious  and  admi¬ 
rable  induftry,  the  unbounded  af- 
fedion,  of  her  Tons,  fhe  had  little 
caufe  for  increafed  apprehenfion  s 
in  full  reliance  on  her  own  ener¬ 
gies,  fhe  could  proudly  defy  the 
confederated  hoftility  of  talent  and 
numbers,  and  regard  the  maliqe  of 
her  enemies  with  difdain. 
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Dec.  22  THIS  eveninS>  Prc- 

X  cifeiy  at  fix  o’clock, 

a  very  brilliant  meteor,  like  a 
*  * 

rocket,  paffed  over  the  parfonage  . 
of  Middleton  Cheney,  Northamp- 
fhire,  in  a  direction  from  fouth- 
weft  to  north-eaft.  It  glided  along 
horizontally,  not  more  fwiftly  than 
a  bird  flies,  and,  feemingly,  at  the 
height  of  not  more  than  20  or  30 
yards;  and  as  it  became  extinct 
within  the  didance  of  about  half  a 
mile,  before  it  reached  a  hill  in 
that  direction,  its  height  from  the 
ground  could  not  be  much  mif- 
laken.  No  fparks  ifiued  from  it ; 
but  it  was  followed  by  a  fmoky 
train,  three  or  four  yards  long, 
tinlefs  the  vivid  light  of  the  phe¬ 
nomenon  deceived  the  eyes  of  the 
fpeaators.  The  evening  was  rather 
Jhazy,  as  appeared  by  a  very  large 
halo,  or  circle,  round  the  moon ; 
which  drawing  three  or  four  per- 
fons  to  the  door,  was  the  occafion 
of  their  feeing  this  mod  beautiful 
fight. 

1  As  the  duke  of  Leed’s 
^  ’  earth-dopper  was  going 
to  flop  fox  holes  in  Denaby  wood, 
Yorkfhire,  he  was  feized  by  feme 
men;  who  tied  his  hands  behind 
him,  put  him  upon  his  horfe,  with 
his  face  to  the  tail,  and  fixed  his 

V ol.  XLIX.or  Vo%.  YIJ,  Ne 


candle  and  lantern  to  the  anin^aT 
nofe  ;  the  man,  not  being  able  to 
extricate  himfelf,  the  horfe  took 
the  road  which  leads  to  Gainlbo- 
rough,  where  he  arrived  in  fafety  • 
when  the  earth-dopper  having 
alarmed  the  inhabitants,  was  libe» 
rated  from  his  perilous  fituat'on* 

William  Page,  a  man  in  r  , 
the  prime  of  life,  rending  2Jtl  * 
at  Hounflet,  near  Leeds,  followed 
the  hounds  with  fuch  ardour  and 
perfeverance,  that  he  became  com» 
pletely  exhaufted,  fell  down,  and 
expired  on  the  fpot,  a  martyr  to 
the  pleafures  of  the  chace. 

A  Shropfliire  man,  of  the  name 
of  Glanville,  darted  this  morning, 
at  feven  o’clock,  at  the  fourteenth 
mile-itone,  on  the  Bath  road,  to 
go  to  the  eighty-fifth,  and  back, 
to  the  fourteenth,  a  didance  of 
142  miles  in  30  hours.  He  was 
backed  for  80  guineas,  and  the 
odds  were  two  to  one  againd  him* 
fie  went  off  at  a  briik  walk,  and 
for  two  miles  together  broke  into 
a  fhurding  walk,  at  the  rate  of  fix 
miles  an  hour.  His  fird  doppage 
was  at  Twyford,  at  which  place 
he  arrived,  and  took  a  bafon  of 
foup  prepared  for  him,  at  five  mi¬ 
nutes  pad  ten  o’clock.  He  dopped 
about  five  minutes  at  this  place, 
34  miles  from  town,  and  refrefhed 
again  at  Marlborough^  and  arrived 
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at  the  eighty-fifth  mile-ftone  at 
ten  minutes  paft  eight  o’clock  in 
the  evening.  This  half  of  his 
journey  was  performed  at  fome- 
thing  lefs  than  five  miles  and  a  half 
an  hour.  The  pedeftrian  returned 
a  few  miles  on  his  way  back,  and 
refrelhcd  himfelf  on  a  bed  between 
two  blankets  for  about  an  hour  and  a 
half,  and  arrived  at  Reading  a 
quarter  paft  fix  o'clock  on  Satur¬ 
day  morning.  He  had  now  25 
miles  to  perform  in  five  hours  and 
three  quarters,  and  appeared  a  good 
deal  fatigued.  After  reclining  in 
a  chair  for  about  twenty  minutes, 
and  drinking  half  a  pint  of  mulled 
wine,  he  renewed  his  laborious 
talk,  and  arrived  at  his  journey's 
end  a  quarter  before  one  o’clock, 
and  won,  with  difficulty,  by  a 
quarter  of  an  hour.  He  was  at¬ 
tended  the  whole  of  the  way  by 
two  horfemen. 

Paris y  Dec .  30.  The  imperial 
decree,  of  the  21ft  November, 
which  places  the  Britijh  iflands  in  a 
fate  of  blockade y  fhuts  the  ports  of 
France  againft  .all  vetTels  coming 
direftly  from  England  or  her  colo¬ 
nies;  and  the  excufe  of  having 
been  compelled  to  put  into  port, 
cannot  be  allowed  to  veffels  which, 
in  the  courfe  of  their  voyage,  fhall 
have  touched  at  a  Britifh  port, 
either  in  Europe  or  elfewhere. 
Notwithftanding  the  blockade  of 
thefe  iflands  ordered  by  Bonaparte, 
about  4.3©  fail  of  Britifh  merchant¬ 
men  (independent  of  running  fhips) 
have  ventured  to  fea  during  the 
firft  fortnight  of  the  prefent  year; 
viz.  Prince  George,  98  guns,  from 
Portfmouth  to  the  Weft  Indies, 
with  200  fail ;  Ramilies,  74  guns, 
from  Cork,  for  the  Weft  Indies, 
with  120  fail;  Blonde  frigate,  from 
Falmouth,  for  the  Weft  Indies, 


with  20  fail ;  Gannet  floop,  frbm 
Portfmouth,  for  Portugal,  with 
40  fail;  Mofelle  fioop,  from  Fal¬ 
mouth,  for  Portugal,  with  15  fail ; 
and  Meteor  bomb,  from  Portf¬ 
mouth,  for  the  Mediterranean, 
with  40  fail. 

Holland .  A  moft  rigorous  de¬ 
cree  has  been  iftued  in  Holland, 
forbidding  any  correfpondence  with 
England,  under  pain  of  death. 

With  the  Dutch  journals  to  the 
2 1  ft  inft.  was  received  a  feparate 
flip  of  printed  paper ;  by  which 
we  are  informed  ol  a  moft  dreadful 
calamity  that  has  befallen  the  city 
of  Leyden,  by  the  accidental  ex- 
plofion  of  150  barrels  of  gunpow¬ 
der,  which  took  place  there  on  the 
1  2th.  A  great  part  of  the  town 
was  deftroyed,  and  upwards  of 
2,000  perfons  are  ftated  to  have 
been  buried  in  the  ruins,  of  whom, 
however,  500  were  Ihortly  dug 
out  alive.  The  paper  to  which 
we  allude  is  dated  the  17th,  and 
contains  feveral  notes  upon  the 
fubjetft  from  the  diftrefifed  furvi- 
vors.  At  the  top  is  an  engraving, 
reprefenting  the  dreadful  fate  of 
the  numerous  victims. 

Italy,  It  has  been  afeertained, 
that  by  the  dreadful  earthquake  at 
Naples,  on  the  28th  of  July  laft, 
upwards  of  30,000  inhabitants  loft 
their  lives  in  the  county  of  Mo¬ 
lina. 

The  amient  edifice  at  Kef- 
teringham  Hall,  Norfolk,  be¬ 
longing  to  Mrs.  Atkyns,  a 
lady  who  took  a  very  active 
part  in  favour  of  colonel  Wode- 
houfe  at  the  late  Norfolk  election, 
was  burned  a  few  nights  ago, 

fan.  1.  At  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  members  of  the  Hurftper- 
point  Amicable  Society,  at  Bright- 
helmftone,  Mr.  Thomas  Mitchell, 

their 
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tlieir  clerk,  being  an  excellent 
finger,  was  called  upon  for  a  fong, 
tvith  which  he  had,  on  former 
iimilar  occaftons,  often  entertained 
the  company  ;  he  fung  it  accord¬ 
ingly,  and  with  his  accuftomed 
melody  and  cheerfulnefs  ;  but  it 
was  the  laft  he  had  to  ling,  for  he 
had  no  fooner  chaunted  the  con¬ 
cluding  line,  than  he  reclined  his 
head  on  the  back  of  the  chair,  and 
expired  without  a  groan.  He  was  a 
very  worthy  charader,  and  greatly 
refpedled  by  all  who  knew  him. 

A  numerous  meeting  took  place 
at  the  New  London  Tavern, 
Cheapfide,  at  which  it  was  re- 
folved,  that  an  inftitution  fhould 
be  formed,  in  titled  (<  The  Lon¬ 
don  Female  Penitentiary. **  The 
purpofe  of  this  inftitution  is  (iimi¬ 
lar  to  that  of  its  lifter  charity,  the 
Magdalen  Hofpital)  to  reftore  to  a 
reputable  ftation  in  fociety  feduced 
females.  One  diftinguifhing  fea¬ 
ture  in  the  government  of  this  pe¬ 
nitentiary  is,  that  there  is  to  be  a 
female  committee  for  managing  the 
internal  economy  of  it ;  to  which 
committee  applications  for  admif- 
fton  are  to  be  made. 

,  Early  this  morning,  the 
.  !3td*  heavy  Chefter  coach  hop¬ 
ped  at  the  houfe  of  T.  Bagnall,  at 
Ecclefhall,  in  Staffordfnire,  horfe- 
keeper  to  the  coach.  The  people 
perceiving  neither  coachman  nor 
outftde  paftengers,  but  thofe  in  the 
inftde  fail  afleep,  a  fearch  was  im¬ 
mediately  undertaken;  when  it 
appeared  that  the  coachman  had 
fallen  from  his  box  at  Sughill,  a 
diftance  of  three  miles  from  Eccle¬ 
fhall,  and  that  the  horles  had  in- 
ftindively  drawn  the  coach  to  the 
door  of  the  horfekeeper’s,  which 
is  about  So  yards  from  the  inn. 
The  coachman  was  found,  quite 


#  ^ 

dead,  in  the  highway,  in  his  ufual 
pofition  of  driving,  and  was  neither 
bruifed,  nor  apparently  otherwife 
injured.  He  is  fupposed  to  have 
died  fuddenly  on  the  box. 

At  the  Old  Bailey,  R.  T 
Hartford,  Wm.  Bridge,  J.  ^ 
Fordham,  and  J.  Harvey,  were 
capitally  con v idled  of  a  burglary 
in  the  houfe  of  James  Spencer,  at 
Ponder's  End,  The  evidence  againft 
the  prifoners  was  that  of  Enoch 
Roberts,  an  accomplice,  which  was 
alfo  confirmed  by  finding  feveral 
articles  of  the  ftolen  property  upon 
each  of  them.  It  appeared  that 
fix  of  them,  about  eleven  at  night, 
knocked  at  the  door  of  Mr.  Spen¬ 
cer  ;  which  being  opened,  they  all 
rufhed  in.  One  of  them  flood 
guard  over  Mr.  Spencer,  while  the 
others  ranfacked  the  houfe,  and 
carried  off  every  thing  they  could. 
The  manner  of  their  detection  was 
fingular :  one  of  them  being  on  the 
fpot,  and  hearing  that  flridl  fearch 
was  making  after  them,  wrote  to 
another  in  town,  and  defired  him 
to  get  certain  articles  of  the  ftolen 
property  out  of  the  way,  as  their 
lodgings  would  probably  be  fearch- 
ed.  This  letter  he  put  into  the 
poft-oftice,  without  either  feal  or 
wafer.  It  was  then  Opened,  which 
led  to  the  difcovery. 

[During  the  above  trial,  a  cir- 
cumftance  of  the  moft  unparalleled 
atrocity  took  place,  which  marks 
the  depravity  of  the  above  gang* 
Hartford,  while  (landing  at  the 
bar,  actually  picked  the  pocket  of 
the  turnkey  of  his  handkerchief; 
and  Mr.  Newman,  the  keeper, 
having  detefted  him,  made  him 
take  it  from  his  pocket  and  reftore 
it;  which  he  did  with  the  moft 
carelefs  indifference.  The  court 
was  ft  ruck  with  horror]. 

*  B  3 
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^  *  Murdered,  on  the  road 
1  1 between  Broadftairs  and  St. 
Peter’s,  in  the  Ifle  of  Thanet, 
Mrs.  Thomafine  Ward,  wife  of 
Mr,  W.  fhopkeeper,  of  St.  Peter’s. 
She  had  been  to  Broadftairs,  to 
vifit  her  daughter,  whom  {he  left 
about  eight  or  nine  o’clock  in  the 
evening  to  return  home  •  but  not 
arriving  at  St.  Peter’s  when  ex¬ 
pected,  enquiry  and  fearch  were 
made  for  her,  and  fhe  was  found 
lying  dead  in  a  corn-field,  a  little 
out  of  the  main  road,  with  marks 
of  great  violence  and  bruifes  on 
her  face.  It  appeared  as  if  fhe  had 
been  ftrangled  ;  her  pockets  were 
cut  off,  and  a  great  part  of  her 
cloaths  taken  away.  A  foldier 
having  been  leen  on  the  road  about 
the  time  the  murder  was  commit¬ 
ted,  application  was  made  at  the 
military  quarters  at  Broadftairs ; 
and  Andreas  Scotnell,  a  private  of 
the  7th  battalion  of  the  German 
Legion,  having  come  in  late, 
fufpicion  attached  to  him  ;  he 
was  immediately  examined,  and 
at  length  laid,  that  he  and  a  per- 
fon  in  a  failor’s  drefs  robbed  the 
poor  woman,  and  afterwards  mur¬ 
dered  her.  From  the  defcription 
he  gave  of  the  man  engaged  with 
him,  a  perfon  t  amed  Webb,  a  la¬ 
bourer,  of  Ramfgate,  was  appre¬ 
hended  and  detained  on  fufpicion 
of  being  an  accomplice.  The  de- 
ceafed  was  a  very  decent,  induf- 
trious,  poor  woman,  and  much 
refpefted  by  her  neighbours.  Her 
little  fhop  was  broke  open  and 
jobbed  about  a  year  ago,  which 
fo  much  affedled  her  nerves,  that 
her  life  was  long  defpaired  of. 

,  Lately,  the  houfekeeper 

1  *  of  a  gentleman  at  Cheam, 
in  Surrey,  being  requefted  by  his 
fon  to  place  a  quantity  of  damp 
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gunpowder  in  an  oVen  to  dry,  and 
having  fhortly  after  occafion  to 
bake,  kindled  the  wood  without 
recollecting  the  circumftance.  A 
tremendous  explofion  took  place, 
and  the  unfortunate  woman  had 
her  head  fevered  from  her  body. 
No  other  life  was  loft  ;  but  every 
fquare  of  glafs  in  the  houfe  was 
fhattered,  and  the  building  much 
in  jured. 

The 

anniverf 

her  majefty  is  ufually  kept,  falling 
on  a  Sunday,  the  folemnities  took 
place  this  day.  After  receiving, 
in  company  with  the  princeffes, 
the  compliments  of  the  archbifhops 
and  bifhops,  and  examining  the 
boys  from  Chrift’s  Hofpital,  her 
majefty  repaired  to  the  throne,  and 
the  Ode  for  the  new  year  was  per¬ 
formed  by  her  band.  The  room 
was  completely  filled  foon  after 
her  majefty  had  entered.  There 
were  prefen t  the  dukes  of  York, 
.Kent,  Suffex,  Cumberland,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  and  Gloucefter,  and  all 
the  princeffes.  The  prince  of  Wales 
and  duke  of  Clarence  were  both 
prevented  from  attending  by  indif- 
pofition.  The  prefentations  were 
numerous  beyond  example;  and 
amongft  them  were  many  naval  and 
military  officers. 

The  fame  night,  about  twelve, 
the  duke  of  Cumberland’s  apart¬ 
ments,  in  St.  James’s  palace  were 
difeovered  to  be  on  fire  ;  but  the 
flames  were  got  under  without  do¬ 
ing  much  damage. 

This  morning,  the  ex-  . 

4-  C  .  .  '11^1  20  til# 

tenlive  cotton-mill  Delong- 

ing  to  Mr.  John  Taylor,  of  Afh~ 

ton- under-line,  was  difeovered  to 

be  on  fire,  which  in  a  (hort  time 

entirely  deftroyed  the  building, 

and  all  the  machinery, 
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n  The  inhabitants  of  Hen- 

1 IX#  • 

~  *  ley  and  its  environs  have 

prefented  Thomas  Chapman,  only 
13  years  of  age,  fon  of  Mr.  C.  da- 
tioner,  of  Henley,  with  a  pair  of 
diver  cups,  value  1 5;  guineas,  and 
a  watch,  with  gold  feals,  &c.  va¬ 
lue  9I.  5s.  as  a  reward  for  his  in¬ 
trepidity  in  faving  William  Ruf¬ 
fe!,  a  child  of  eight  or  nine  years 
of  age,  from  being  drowned,  on 
the  1  oth  of  May,  1 S06.  He  had 
all  his  clothes  on,  and  leaped  from 
a  height  of  feven  feet  from  the 
water,  which  was  from  12  to  16 
feet  deep,  and  clofe  to  the  fide  of 
that  part  of  the  dream  called  The 
Mill  Tail.  The  child,  who  had 
alfo  his  clothes  on,  had  funk 
twice ;  but  was  faved  by  the  in¬ 
trepid  youth’s  taking  hold  of  him 
as  he  was  linking  a  third  time,  and 
fwimming  out  with  him. 

1  This  day  the  Valiant,  a 

1  *  beautiful  74  gun  fhip,  was 
launched  at  Perry’s  Dock,  Black- 
wall.  The  launch  was  adorned 
with  the  dandard  of  England,  and 
naval  enfigns.  The  head  is  orna¬ 
mented  with  the  bud  of  a  britilh  na¬ 
val  officer  in  uniform,  and  the  dern 
decorated  with  figures  and  tro¬ 
phies,  rakes  in  unifon  with  her 
head ;  the  whole  combining  the 
excellency  of  naval  architedure, 
for  which  our  navy  is  fo  cele¬ 
brated. 

,  At  Clapham,  William 

x  Chivers,  elq.  a  gentle- 
tnan,  who  acquired  a  confider- 
able  fortune  in  the  wine  trade,  had 
lor  feveral  years  retired  from  the 
hurry  of  bufinefs,  intending  to 
fperid  the  remainder  of  his  life  in 
focial  retirement,  at  an  elegant  re- 
fidence  on  Clapham  Common.  Mr. 
C.  was  no  mean  botanid,  and  was 
padlonately  devoted  to  horticuL 


*5 

tural  purfuits  ;  in  diort,  his  gar¬ 
den  was  his  hobby-horfe ;  and,  by 
a  natural  confequer.ce,  his  gardener 
was  with  him  as  familiar  and  as 
important  as  Corporal  Trim  was 
with  Uncle  Toby.  One  morning 
Mr.  C.  took  his  accudomed  and 
favourite  walk,  and  obferving  his 
gardener  employed  in  digging  a 
piece  of  ground  in  which  he  had 
previouily  enjoined  him  not  to  in¬ 
terfere,  as  he  intended  to  devote  it 
to  the  reception  of  fome  choice 
and  valuable  exotics,  he  remon- 
drated  with  him,  as  from  mader 
and  fervant,  on  this  difobedience 
of  exp.efs  directions.  The  gardener 
returned  an  infolent  reply  ;  upon 
which  Mr.  C.  calmly  obferved, 
“  Well,  John,  as  we  are  not  likely 
to  agree  on  this  fubjed,  you  had 
better  retire  to  the  houfe,  receive 
your  wages,  and  go  about  your 
bufinefs. ’*  The  inhuman  gardener 
immediately  raifed  his  fpade  and 
druck  his  defencelefs  mader  fo  vio¬ 
lent  a  blow  between  the  right 
cheek  and  eye,  that  the  indrument 
penetrated  considerably  into  the 
head.  The  gardener  then  ran  off, 
towards  Clapham,  and  fome  time 
afterwards  Mr.  C.  was  accidentally 
difeovered  by  his  fervant,  bleeding 
profufely  on  the  ground.  Mr.  Rail- 
ton,  a  neighbour  to  Mr.  C.  in- 
dantly  difpatched  an  expiefs  to  the 
public  office,  Bow-dreet.  Mr. 
Graham  difpatched  Rivett  and 
Miller,  two  very  adive  officers, 
in  a  poft-chaife,  for  the  purpofe  of 
fecuring  the  delinquent ;  but,  pre- 
vioudy  to  their  arrival  at  Clap- 
ham,  he  had  been  apprehended, 
and  conveyed  to  Union  Hal!,  in 
the  borough.  The  requifite  inves¬ 
tigation  was  entered  upon,  during 
which  the  magidrates  were  inform¬ 
ed  by  the  furgeon,  that,  after  lan- 
*  B  3  guifhmg 
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guifliing  three  hours,  Mr.  C.  was 
dead  I  The  gardener  is  fully  com¬ 
mitted  to  take  his  trial  for  the 
murder. 

^  ,  Murdered,  a  man  of  the 
name  of  Dennis  Boyle,  of 
Killawell,  near  Ballyrnore,  county 
of  Slio'O,  Ireland.  His  head  was 
nearly  fevered  from  his  body  ;  his 
tongue  alrnoft  dragged  from  his 
head  ;  and  his  whole  frame  muti¬ 
lated  in  a  manner  too  {hocking  to 
defcribe.  The  only  reafon  for  this 
horrid  deed  is  afcribed  entirely  to 
his  having  given  teftimony,  at  the 
late  fpecial  coramiffion,  againft  one 
of  thofe  deluded  perfons  called 
Thralhers. 

I  This  day  there  was  a 

1  *  hurricane  at  Exeter.  A 
flack  of  chimnies  was  blown  down 
at  one  houfe,  which  forced  the 
doors  in  its  way,  and  killed  one  of 
the  band  of  the  Montgomery  mili¬ 
tia,  who  was  fitting  in  a  parlour, 
from  which  fey era!  of  his  compa¬ 
nions  had  juft  departed.  A  wo¬ 
man  being  in  the  attic  ftory  was 
carried  down  with  the  ruins  to  the 
ground,  and  was  extricated  from 
them  unhurt.  Many  perfons  were 
wounded  in  the  ftreets  by  flates, 
&c,  and  33  large  elms  in  Cowick 
park  were  torn  up  by  the  roots. 

,  The  comet  expeded  to 
^  ,  1  *  appear  in  the  end  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  was  feen  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Berwick  at  three  this  day. 
This  phenomenon,  viewed  only  by 
the  naked  eve,  and  when  the  fun 
was  fhining  bright,  appeared  to 
be  about  the  fize  of  the  moon,  of 
a  bright  red  colour,  with  brilliant 
rays  that  dazzled  the  eyes 'of  the 
fpe&ator :  had  a  train  refembling 
a  large  flieet  of  fire,  but  of  a  co¬ 
lour  much' darker  than  the  body  of 
the  comet.  It  made  its  appear¬ 


ance  in  the  weft,  and  proceeded 
with  great  velocity,  about  due 
eaft,  towards  the  German  Ocean, 
where  it  .  quickly  difappeared, 
amidft  a  kind  of  fog  with  which 
the  fea  was  covered.  This  pheno¬ 
menon  was  vifible  for  about  a  mi¬ 
nute,  during  which  it  travelled 
along  the  firmament  apparently 
about  the  fpace  of  a  mile.  It  ap¬ 
peared  at  an  immenfe  diftance  from 
the  earth,  nearly  vertical  to  the 
fpedtator,  and  rathep  north  from 
the  zenith  of  Berwick. 

Murdered,  W.  Williams,  of 
Crickhowell.  T.  and  J.  Powell, 
brothers,  were  committed  to  Bre¬ 
con  gaol  on  fufpicion  thereof.  The 
deceafed,  a  fmall  farmer,  left  his 
houfe  in  the  morning,  accompanied 
by  his  dog,  whofe  return  in  the 
afternoon,  alone,  caufed  much 
alarm,  which  was  increafed  by  his 
mailer’s  not  returning  in  thecourfe 
of  the  night.  In  the  morning  his 
wife  and  fome  neighbours  fet  out 
in  fearch  of  him,  when  the  dog,  by 
fiis  howling,  led  them  to  a  cop¬ 
pice,  where  the  body  of  his  mafter 
jay,  Ihockingly  mangled.  The 
brothers  were  fufpe&ed  in  confe- 
quence  of  having  abfconded,  and 
fome  expreflions  they  had  ufed, 
when  the  deceafed,  who  was  a  con- 
liable,  lately  found  out  the  retreat 
of  their  father,  who  had  effe&ed 
his  efcape  from  jtiftice  while  (land, 
ing  charged  with  (keep- Healing. 

Mil's  Roblnfon,  a  refpeftable 
young  woman,  19  years  of  age,  a 
milliner  at  Brentford,  was  killed 
on  the  road  between  that  place  and 
Harrow.  She  was  riding  in  a 
chaife-cart,  with  another  young 
woman,  on  their  way  to  Harrow, 
to  take  a  (hop  there,  when  they 
were  met  by  two  country  carts* 
one  of  which  overturned  the  chaife, 

when 
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when  Mils  R.  pitched  upon  her 
head*  and  broke  her  neck;  her 
friend  efcaped  with  a  broken  leg. 
Verdict,  Accidental  death,  by  the 
negledt  of  the  drivers;  and  a  deo- 
dand  was  taken.  One  of  the 
drivers  was  aileep  at  the  time  in 
his  cart ;  the  other  at  a  conftder- 
sble  diftance  behind.  Both  were 
committed  to  prifon. 

Died. — Dec.  13th,  At  Foc¬ 
habers,  in  Scotland,  William  Kel- 
lerman,  who  was  born  in  the  pa- 
rifh  of  Grange,  in  Banfshire,  and, 
by  the  kirk  regifter,  baptized  Dec. 
20,  1704;  confequently,  had 

completely  the  io2d  year  of  his 
age.  He  was  a  millwright  and 
carpenter,  and  continued  to  work 
till  within  three  weeks  of  his 
death. 

Lately,  at  Kilcooley,  in  Ire¬ 
land,  aged  106,  John  Shortal,  who 
has  left  a  widow  in  her  io2dyear. 

Lately,  in  High-ftreet,  Sligo, 
Mrs.  Coupland,  aged  121  years. 

Jan.  At  Windy  Nook  Hew- 
©rth,  Mary,  widow  of  Mr.  Jofeph 
Walton,  aged  100. 

At  Black  Dub,  Mr.  John  Bell, 
aged  1 01. 

At  Liverpool,  in  her  100th  year, 
Elizabeth  Marchant,  whofe  huf- 
band  died  on  the  16th  O&ober  laft, 
aged  107. 

At  Winterbourn,  Mr.  Fidler, 
aged  104. 

AtOxton,  near  Tadcafter,  county 
©f  York,  in  her  io2d  year,  much 
refpefted  and  regretted,  Mrs.  Lid- 
dall ;  (he  retained  all  her  faculties 
till  the  hour  of  her  death. 


FEBRUARY. 

^  At  Sandhurft,  in  Kent, 
two  boys,  fons  of  a  labour¬ 
ing  man  named  Sevus,  being  left 


alone,  in  the  abfence  of  their  mo¬ 
ther,  amufed  fhemlelves  by  throw¬ 
ing  (havings  on  the  fire,  which 
foqn  blazed,  and  communicated 
the  flame  to  the  cloaths  of  the 
youngeft,  about  four  years  old, 
which  his  brother,  in  attempting 
to  blow  out  with  the  bellows,  fo 
increafed,  that  the  poor  child  was 
enveloped  in  flames,  and  in,  that 
fituation  was  difcovered  by  a  mil¬ 
ler,  who  cafually  called  at  the  houfe 
with  his  grift,  and  who  loft  no 
time  in  endeavouring  to  extinguifh 
the  fire,  which,  by  the  help  of 
water  from  the  kennel,  he  at  length 
accompliihed,  but  not  till  the  little 
fufrerer  was  fo  fhockingly  burnt  as 
to  caufehis  death,  in  great  agony, 
foon  after.  Both  ears  were  totally 
confumed,  and  the  fire  had  pene« 
trated  to  his  heart. 

Found  drowned  in  a  rivulet, 
near  Ripe,  Suftex,  with  his  legs 
flicking  up  above  the  water,  into 
which  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  fallen 
in  a  ftate  of  intoxication,  a  poor 
man,  named  James  Rippington, 
aged  61,  many  years  employed  as 
a  letter-carrier  from  the  poft-office 
at  Chiddingly  to  Ripe.  He  had 
been  drinking,  not  long  before  he 
was  found,  withfome  ringers,  who 
were  celebrating  a  wedding,  in  the 
belfry  of  Ripe  church,  and,  after 
pafling  a  few  fields,  on  his  way 
home  to  Chiddingly,  met  with  the 
fatal  accident.  He  was  remark¬ 
able  for  his  retentive  memory; 
and  much  refpedted  for  his  probity. 

This  morning  the  body  of  Mr. 
Major  Kirkham,  a  refpeftable  far» 
mer,  aged  63,  was  difcovered  in 
the  river  under  the  arch  of  the 
new  bridge  lately  erefted  near 
Dulwich,  in  Surrey.  He  was  lying 
on  his  fide,  with  his  head  under 
water,  and  one  atm  raffed,  at  & 
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place  not  above  500  yards  diftance 
from  his  own  houfe.  He  had  gone 
to  London  early  on  the  preceding 
morning,  upon  fpecial  bufinefs,  and 
at  parting  told  hs  wife,  if  he 
fhould  not  return  before  evening, 
not  to  expedl  him  home  that  night. 
Having  done  his  bufinefs  fooner 
than  he  expedfed,  he  did  return, 
and  flopped  at,  the  French  Horn, 
at  Dulwich,  where  he  borrowed  a 
lan thorn  and  candle  as  it  was  dark, 
faying,  at  the  fame  time,  that  he 
ibould  go  the  new  road,  as  he  was 
afraid  of  lofing  his  way.  It  is  fup- 
pofed  that  his  foot  flipped,  and  he 
fell  into theriver,and  wasfufrocated. 

,  John  Siflbn,  carrier,  be- 
5  *  tween  Kendal  and  Appleby, 

going  up  Grayrigg  houfe,*  near 
Eorrowbridge,  about  nine  miles 
from  Kendal,  while  the  ground 
was  covered  with  fnow,  unfortu¬ 
nately  left  the  turnpike  road,  with 
a  horfe  and  cart;  was  precipitated 
down  the  fteep  common,  and 
drowned  in  the  river  Luno.  The 
horfe  received  no  material  injury. 

Was  found  dead,  near  Selby 
farm,  on  the  Watford  road,  Mr. 
Samuel  Angler,  a  veterinary  fur- 
geon,  redding  near  the  Edgware- 
road.  In  the  morning  he  had  been 
to  St.  Alban’s,  and  parts  adjacent, 
on  bufinefs ;  and  was  difcovered 
lying  on  the  road,  at  twelve 
o’clock  at  night,  by  the  driver  of 
a  hay-cart,  and,  although  not  then 
dead,  unable  to  give  any  account 
of  the  accident  which  had  befallen 
him.  His  head  was  very  much 
bruifed  ;  and,  to  all  appearance,  he 
had  been  intoxicated,  and  in  that 
Hate  his  horfe  (which  was  found 
at  fome  diftance)  fell  down  and 
yelled  over  him. 

,  This  forenoon,  a  fpot 
*  appeared  near  the  eaflern 


limb  of  the  fun’s  difc,  nearly  large 
enough  to  be  feen  with  a  fmoaked 
glafs,  without  any  magnifying 
power.  It  was  fpindle  formed ; 
its  longer  axis  nearly  perpendicu¬ 
lar  to  the  fun’s  equator;  its  fliort- 
eft  axis  not  to  be  reduced,  by  the 
loweft  eftimate,  to  lefs  than  three- 
times  the  diameter  of  the  earth,  or 
about  1 -goth  part  of  the  fun’s  dia¬ 
meter.  Still  more  eaftward  of  it, 
and  nearly  oppofite  to  its  centre, 
at  the  diftance  of  about  1 8,000 
miles  meafured  on  the  fun’s  difc, 
was  a  very  fmall  and  round  fpot. 

At  Whittlefea,  in  Shropshire, 
between  feven  and  eight  o’clock  in 
the  evening,  George  Burnham,  a 
1  lad  about  13  years  of  age,  was 
moft  inhumanly  murdered  by  a 
young  villain,  aged  about  i6> 
named  Richard  Falkner,  who 
ftruck  the  poor  fufferer  with  a 
large  piece  of  wood,  made  fquare 
at  one  end,  on  the  left  fide  of  the 
face,  which  was  laid  open,  in  a 
tranfverfe  line,  down  by  the  nofe, 
completely  dividing  the  lower 
jaw.  No  quarrel  exifted  between 
the  parties ;  and  no  motive  can  be 
affigned  for  the  horrid  deed,  but 
fome  offence  taken  by  the  wretch 
at  the  poor  boy’s  mother,  for 
fending  him  away  when  playing 
near  her  door. 

The  ceremony  of  the  diftribu- 
tion  of  the  infignia  of  the  Dutch 
Order  of  Merit  took  place  at  the 
Hague.  A  tripod,  in  the  form  of 
an  altar,  fupporting  the  Bible,  was 
eredted  at  the  foot  of  the  throne  ; 
each  .perfon  who  was  to  receive 
the  order,  on  being  called  by  the 
grand  chancellor  of  the  order,  ad¬ 
vanced  to  it,  land  kneeling,  placed 
his  hand  on  the  Bible,  faying  at 
the  fame  time,  (S  I  fwear  it.”  He 
then  rofe,  and  afcending  to  the  fe- 
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eond  ftep  of  the  throne,  received 
from  the  king  the  infignia  of  the 
order.  The  queen  and  feveral  la¬ 
dies  were  flattened  in  a  gallery, 
oppoflte  to  the  throne. 

q  i  Burnt  to  death,  a  child 
1  '  *  belonging  to  Mr.  Wright, 

bookfeller,  Broad-ftreet,  St.  Giles's. 
As  {he  and  her  fifler  were  amufing 
themfelves  in  the  kitchen,  drefling 
their  dolls,  with  a  candle  placed 
on  a  chair  beflde  them,  ftiehadoc- 
caflon  to  fland  upon  the  chair  to 
take  down  a  work-bag  hanging 
on  the  wall,  when  her  cloaths 
caught  fire.  Her  After  was  fo  ter¬ 
rified,  that  fhe  could  render  her 
no  afliftance.  The  child,  whofe 
cloaths  caught  fire,  ran  up  the 
kitchen,  flairs,  where  her  mother 
and  grandmother  met  her.  The 
former  was  fo  overcome  with  the 
fhock,  that  fhe  was  rendered  wholly 
incapable  of  giving  any  afliftance. 
The  fereams  at  traded  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  feveral  people  paffing  at 
the  moment ;  when  a  woman  rufti- 
ed  in,  wrapped  her  in  her  cloak, 
and  extinguifhed  the  flames,  which 
by  this  time  had  extended  to  her 
whole  body.  Her  ears  were  burnt 
alraoft  to  a  cinder.  She  lingered 
in  the  moft  excruciating  agony  for 
upwards  of  forty  hours,  when  Ihe 
breathed  her  laft. 

The  tremendous  hurricane  of 
this  evening  produced  the  moft 
diftrefsful  events  on  the  coaft.  No 
lefs  than  thirteen  veflels  were 
driven  afhore  between  the  fouth 
end  of  Deal  and  Kingfdown,  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  only  two  miles  and  a  half. 
Two  large  outward-bound  India- 
men  were  wrecked  near  Deal  caftle : 
four  other  veflels  came  on  fhore 
to  the  fouthward  of  Walmer  caftle. 
A  heavy  fall  of  fnow  accompanied 
hurricane.  Upwards  of  40 


(hips  are  milling  from  their  anchor-, 
ages ;  and  a  veflfel  of  war  muft 
have  foundered,  as  feveral  bodies 
of  marines  have  been  waftied  a- 
ihore.  Three  veflels  were  on  ftiore 
near  Margate  ;  and  a  number  ar¬ 
rived  in  Ramfgate  harbour  dif- 
mafted.  Two  veflels  were  wreck- 
ed  on  the  Scratby  fand,  near  Yar¬ 
mouth,  and  one  funk  off  Lowe- 
ftoffe ;  all  the  crews  of  which 
were  drowned.  The  Snipe  gun*? 
brig  came  afhore  on  the  South 
Ham,  with  30  French  prifoners  on 
board,  moft  of  whom,  with  part  of 
the  crew  and  fome  women,  in  all 
upwards  of  60,  perifhed.  In  the 
vicinity  of  Norwich  the  fnow 
drifted  to  a  great  depth.  The 
Ipfwich  mail  got  in  two  hours 
later  than  ufual ;  and  the  Bury 
coach  was  overturned  once,  and 
dug  out  three  times.  The  next 
day  the  road  was  entirely  free. 
Though  the  fall  of  fnow  near  Can¬ 
terbury  was  not  very  great,  yet 
in  Romney-Marfh,  and  below  the 
range  of  Chalk-hills,  many  roads 
were  impafiable ;  and  in  fome 
places  it  had  drifted  even  ten  feet 
deep. 

Came  on,  in  the  Court 
of  King’s  Bench,  Dub-  1 
lin,  the  trial  of  an  adion 
brought  by  Lord  Cloncurry  a. 
gainft  Sir  J.  B.  Piers,  for  criminal 
converfation  with  his  lordfhip’s 
wife;  when  a  verdid  was  given 
for  the  plaintiff,  with  £  20,00 0 
damages. 

Holloway  and  Haggerty  ^ 
were  tried  for  the  murder 
of  Mr.  Steele.  The  evidence  of 
Hanfield,  the  accomplice,  was  clear 
and  decifive.  Holloway  killed  Mr. 
Steele,  by  beating  him  on  the 
head  with  a  bludgeon.  After  a 
long  inveftigation,  and  a  charge 

from 
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from  Mr.  JuflSce  Le  Blanc,  which 
lafted  two  hours,  the  jury  returned 
a  verdid  of  guilty.— Elizabeth 
Godfrey  was  convided  of  the  mur- 

der  of -  Prince.  She  was  a 

girl  of  the  town;  and,  in  a  fit  of 
jealoufy,  flabbed  the  prifsner  in 
the  face  with  a  clafped  knife, 
which  caufed  his  death. 

At  Skellingthorpe,  near 
Lincoln,  a  Itrong  young 
man,  named  James  Hairifon,  was 
thrafhing  corn  in  a  barn  belonging 
to  Mr*  Michael  Danby,  of  that 
village ;  who  faw  him  in  good 
health  at  twelve  o’clock  on  that 
day,  and  the  fervant  girl  faw  him 
at  labour,  cheerful  and  well,  at 
three.  About  ten  minutes  after 
three,  Harrifon  came  and  opened 
Mr.  Danby’s  kitchen  door,  with 
his  face  and  deaths  bloody,  and 
fcarcely  able  to  fupport  himfelf. 
In  a  fhort  time  he  appeared  to  be 
perfectly  fenfible,  and  walked  up 
Hairs  to  bed  ;  but  he  repeatedly 
declared  he  could  not  recoiled;  how 
or  by  what  means  he  was  hurt. 
The  next  morning  he  was  taken 
to  Lincoln  county  hofpital,  where 
he  made  the  fame  declaration,  and 
where  he  languilhed  till  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  26th,  and  then  died. 
On  examination  of  the  head,  after 
death,  a  very  large  fradure  ap¬ 
peared  on  the  frontal  bone,  with 
confiderable  depreffion,  covering 
one  half  of  that  bone,  extending 
from  the  Superciliary  ridge  of  the 
eye-brow  upwards.  An  inqueil 
was  held  on  the  body,  but  no  evi¬ 
dence  could  be  procured  to  prove 
how  he  came  by  his  death  ;  and 
the  jury,  being  of  opinion  that  he 
had  accidentally  ftruck  himfelf 
with  the  flail,  brought  in  a  verdid 
to  that  effed. 

Accidentally  killed,  John  Win- 
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grove,  of  Milford-lane,  Strand, 
It  appeared,  in  evidence,  that  the 
deceafed  had,  what  turns  out  to  be, 
an  unfortunate  propenfity  to  ride 
on  the  poles  of  the  empty  mail- 
coaches,  on  their  tranfit  to  the  re¬ 
pent  ory  at  Miibank  ;  in  this  in- 
ftance,  he  was  feen  to  be  on  the 
pole  of  the  fecond  of  three  coaches  ; 
and  foon  after  his  body  was  taken 
up,  he  having  been  run  over  after 
he  had  fallen  from  the  pole ;  the 
body  was  taken  to  the  Crooked 
Billet.  Surgical  affiftance  was 
fpeedily  obtained,  but  it  proved 
fruitless.  As  there  was  no  reafon 
to  fuppofe  that  any  blame  attached 
to  the  driver,  who,  from  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  tranfadion,  could  not 
know  of  nor  guard  againft  it,  and 
that  it  mud  have  arifen  from  the 
child’s  own  mifeondud,  a  verdid 
of  accidental  death  was  returned, 
Holloway  and  Hagger-  , 
ty,  and  Elizabeth  God-  2 $  * 

frey,  were  executed  before  New¬ 
gate,  purfuant  to  their  fentence. 
To  the  laft,  the  murderers  of  Mr, 
Steele  perfifted  in  their  innocence. 
It  is  with  pain  we  record  the  me¬ 
lancholy  confequences  of  the  curio- 
fity  which  this  execution  excited, 
20,000  perfons,  at  lead,  were  fup, 
pofed  to  be  prefen t.  Owing  to. 
the  immenfe  p  re  flu  re  of  the  crowd, 
fome  fell,  and  others  tumbled  over 
them  ;  till  there  v/ere  two  or  three 
heaps  of  perfons  in  this  fituation, 
all  ftruggling  with  each  other  to 
extricate  themfelves.  It  was  full 
half  an  hour  before  effedual  affift- 
ance  could  be  given.  Befldes  feve- 
ral  perfons  who  were  taken  away 
in  carts,  defperately  hurt,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  is  a  ftatement  of  thofe  kill¬ 
ed  and  wounded.  In  St.  Bartho¬ 
lomew's  hofpital,  dead,  men,  24; 
women,  3,  Wounded,  men,  12  ; 
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women,  3,  In  St.  Sepulchre’s 
church,  2  boys  dead.  At  the 
White  Swap  wine-vaults,  1  youth 
dead.  To:ai,  30  dead,  15  wounds 
ed. — Lift  of  the  killed :  Thomas 
Bradford,  aged  16,  a  piano-forte 
maker,  lately  from  America  ; 
Thomas  Cooper,  aged  14;  Benja¬ 
min  Carpenter,  fen.  and  Benjamin 
Carpenter,  jun.  father  and  fon,  of 
Hammerfmith ;  John  Etherington, 
a  boy  about  1  2  years  old  ;  Robert 
Pringle,  another  lad,  between  13 
and  14  ;  Charlotte  Panton,  aged 
44;  Jofeph  Taylor,  a  boy  of  13  ; 
Henry  White,  fon  of  Mr.  Henry 
White  of  Portfmouth,  aged  15  ; 
William  Platt,  aged  195  Samuel 
Howard,  a  (tonemafon,  aged  22  ; 
James  Cuttell,  a  fhoemaker,  aged 
17;  Jofi  as  Fieldhoufe,  a  boy  aged 
14;  Sarah  Fry,  wife  of  William 
Fry;  Thomas  Crofs,  aged  12,  of 
Norwich-court,  Fetter-lane ;  Wil¬ 
liam  Gueft,  aged  16,  apprentice 
to  an  engraver  in  Gutter. lane; 
George  Wilfon,  apprentice  to  a 
printer  in  Brooks’s-market ;  John 
Dilley,  aged  67,  a  razor-ftrap- 
maker,  who  has  left  a  widow  and 
fix  children ;  Elizabeth  Tozer, 
aged  20,  a  fingle  woman  in  fer- 
vice ;  Daniel  Grover,  aged  16, 
<of  Turnmill-ftreet,  Clerkenwell  ; 
Richard  Ruftell,  aged  13;  Wil¬ 
liam  Williams,  aged  12 ;  Abra¬ 
ham  S.  Roderiguez,  aged  13,  fon 
of  a  butcher  at  Whitechapel ;  Jo¬ 
feph  Thorne,  a  pie-man,  who  took 
with  him  a  baflcet  of  pies,  for  the 
purpofe  of  felling  them ;  William 
Tyler,  aged  18,  a  painter;  Win, 
Boother,  aged  14 ;  George  Carter, 
a  fhoemaker  in  Type-ftreet ;  and 
John  Wimble,  aged  22,  a  white¬ 
smith.  The  boys  taken  to  St.  Se¬ 
pulchre’s  church,  were  Edward 
Stone,  fon  of  a  copperfmith  in  Tot- 


lad 


tenham  Court-road,  and  3 
named  Mansfield. 

Mr.  Marlhall  was  found  , 
dead  in  his  bed -room,  at  ^  * 
his  lodgings,  in  Charlotte-ftreet, 
Pimlico,  with  his  throat  cut  in  a 
(hocking  manner.  A  furgeon  was? 
called  in,  but  to  no  purpofe.  No 
caufe  can  be  affigned  for  this  rafts, 
aft ;  but  there  is  every  reafon  to 
believe  he  has  been  (lightly  de¬ 
ranged  for  fome  time  paft.  He  was 
about  fixty  years  of  age  ;  by  pro- 
feffion  a  merchant ;  and  a  native  of 
Dundee,  in  Scotland. 

This  day  was  obferved  • 

as  a  general  faff.  Their  # 
majefties  and  the  royal  family  at¬ 
tended  at  St.  George’s  chapel, 
Windfor,  when  Dr.  Cookfon 

preached.  The  bifhop  of  Exeter 
preached  before  the  lords  at  Weft- 
minfter  abbey ;  and  Dr.  Marlow 
before  the  commons  at  St,  Marga¬ 
ret’s  church. 

About  eight  o’clock  this  * 

evening,  Patrick  Reed,  a  2'  * 

private  foldier  belonging  to  the 
third  battalion  of  the  firft  (or 
royal)  regiment  of  foot,  whilft 
(landing  Tentry  at  the  tower  of 
Culvercroft  battery,  in  Sufifex,  was 
accofted  by  a  man  dreflfed  in  a  great 
coat,  round  hat,  and  cockade,  who 
appeared  to  be  an  officer’s  fervant, 
and  who,  after  fome  converfation, 
fired  (as  is  fuppofed)  a  piftol  at 
the  faid  Patrick  Reed,  the  ball  of 
which  paffed  through  his  knee, 
and  caufed  his  death.  A  reward 
of  1 00  guineas  has  been  offered  for 
the  apprehenfion  of  the  murderer. 

A  fire  broke  out  in  the  dwell¬ 
ing- houfe  of  the  beautiful  demefne 
of  Marino,  the  refidence  of  the 
dowager  couptefs  of  Charlemont, 
near  Dublin.  The  northern  wing 
of  the  building  was  deftroyed,  in 

which 
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which  was  a  very  beautiful  draw. 
Jog-room  the  windows  of  which 
were  ornamented  with  fome  of  the 
mod  maberly  productions  in  flam¬ 
ed  glafs,  by  the  late  celebrated 
Jervis, 

The  breaches  in  the  fea  banks, 
on  the  eabern  cpaft  of  Norfolk, 
near  Horfey,  which  have  annually 
laid  fo  many  thoufands  of  acres  of 
land  under  fea-water,  after  every 
high  tide,  and  .wind  blowing  at  the 
fame  time  from  the  north-eab, 
have  been  repaired  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  an  able  engineer,  Mr. 
William  Smith,  of  Buckingham- 
flreet.  Strand ;  by  a  careful  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  forms  in  which  the 
tides  and  waves  throw  up  and 
maintain  banks  of  fand  and  gravel 
on  this  coaft,  Mr,  Smith  has  been 
enabled  to  conftruCT  a  fucceifion  of 
break-water  banks,  which,  though 
of  the  hoofed  materials,  fuch  as  are 
to  be  found  on  the  fpot,  have  ef¬ 
fectually  refilled  the  raging  force 
of  the  waves  during  the  lair  and 
prefent  winter ;  particularly  the 
high  tide  on  the  14th  ult.  one  of 
the  highed  for  20  years  pad,  dur¬ 
ing  which  they  have  effectually 
excluded  the  briny  wave  from 
45,000  acres  of  marfhes,  which 
were  before  annually,  more  or  lefs 
inundated;  this  has  encouraged 
fome  of  the  proprietors  to  ereCt 
banks  and  mills,  for  lifting  the 
rain  and  foakage  water  from  the 
lower  lands  of  this  diftriCt,  and 
4000  acres  of  the  wetted  part  are 
new,  for  the  firft  time,  to  be  fee n 
perfectly  water-free  in  the  midft  of 
winter.  One  of  th.efe  proprietors 
has  employed  Mr.  Smith  (who  is 
the  author  of  a  treat ife  on  water- 
meadows)  to  convert  fix  acres  of 
the  newly  drained  marfhes  into 
water-meadow,  and  to  condruCt 


machinery  for  railing  the  v^ater  for 
irrigating  the  fame,  which  will 
fhortly  be  completed  and  in  ufe. 

The  late  high  tides  have  made 
great  encroachments  at  Bright, 
helmdone,  and  at  other  places 
along  the  coad,  wafhing  down  a 
confiderable  portion  of  the  cliff 
about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  wed 
of  the  fea-houfes  at  Ead  Bourne, 
and  completely  fweeping  away  all 
the  fh ingle  below,  which  brought 
to  light  fome  curlofities,  that 
have  all  the  appearance  of  being 
of  the  highed  antiquity  ;  at  lead 
of  a  period  before  the  conqued  of 
Britain  by  the  Romans.  They  con® 
fid  of  gold  rings  or  bracelets, 
bearing  a  polifh  equal  to  any  trinket 
when  brd  turned  out  of  the  jew¬ 
eller’s  hand  ;  a  mafs  of  mixed  me¬ 
tal,  of  the  colour  of  gold ;  and 
of  brafs  celts,  differently  formed, 
and  in  the  highed  date  of  prefer- 
vation ;  the  latter,  it  may  be  fairly 
conjeClured,  were  the  weapons  of 
war  ufed  by  the  Celts,  who  anci® 
ently  peopled  this  ifland  from  the 
adjacent  continent.  The  perfon 
who  drb  found  one  of  thefe  brace¬ 
lets,  by  travelling  the  brand  in 
fearch  of  valuables,  which  is  cuf- 
toniary  with  Tea-reamers,  after  the 
fh  ingle  has  drifted,  having  fold  it 
by  weight  for  nine  guineas,  and 
made  the  circumdance  known,  the 
fearch  was  purfued  by  others,  who 
foon  picked  up  four  more,  varying 
but  little  in  fize  and  figure.  The 
celts  were  found  in  the  cliff,  ow¬ 
ing  to  a  portion  of  one  of  them 
being  expofed  by  the  fail  that  had 
taken  place. 

Died.— At  the  age  of 
82  years,  at  his  houfe,  near 
the  Edg ware-road,  after  a  Ihort 
but  mod  painful  iilnefs,  which  he 
bore  with  fortitude  and  refigna® 

tion^ 
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lion,  the  celebrated  General  Paoli, 
who,  after  having  employed  the 
early  and  beft  part  of  his  life  at 
the  head  of  his  countrymen,  in  ref- 
cuing  Corfica  from  the  tyranny  of 
the  Genoefe  Government,  and  de¬ 
fending  its  liberties  againft  the 
Gallic  invafion ;  overpowered  at 
lad  by  the  fuperior  force  of  the 
French  arms,  he  retired,  with  a 
few  followers,  to  this  country, 
where  he  has,  with  the  ihort  in¬ 
terruption  of  a  few  years,  redded 
ever  fince. — -It  has  been  dated, 
that  the  General  was  godfather  to 
Bonaparte  ;  bht  this  is  not  true. 
In  the  Annual  Regider  for  1769, 
appears  the  following  paragraph, 
dated  Leghorn,  the  19th  of  June  of 
the  fame  year  ; — u  General  Paoli, 
who  arrived  at  this  port  on  the 
26th  in  dan  t,  on  board  an  Englifh 
merchant-fhip,  came  afhore  yefter- 
day .  He  went  immediately  to 
the  houfe  of  Sir  John  Dick,  the 
Englifh.  confui,  who  had  invited 
him  to  lodge  there. 57 — It  is  fuffi- 
ciently  afeertained,  that  the  prefent 
Emperor  of  France  was  not  born 
until  two  months  after  Paoli  had 
left  Corfica,  when  the  illand  was 
confidered  as  abandoned  to  the 
French,  and  their  dag  dying  ;  viz. 
on  the  15  th  of  Augpft  1769.  Ge¬ 
neral  Paoli  was  not,  therefore,  the 
godfather  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte; 
but  might  have  been,  and  it  is  be¬ 
lieved,  really  was,  the  godfather  of 
the  elder  brother,  Jofeph,  lately 
created  King  of  Naples. 

Aged  107,  Mrs.  Ann 


7th. 


Morgan,  of  Ha  verford  wed. 


MARCH. 

^  The  late  fall  of  fnow  has 

been  fo  very  heavy  in  many 
4Lftri&Sj  that  the  cattle  have  jfuf. 


fered  condderably.  Of  the  great 
number  of  fheep  on  Borough  Fen, 
near  Stamford,  only  600  could  be, 
dug  out  ;  the  red  were  buried  in 
the  fnow.  Many  men  and  beads 
alfo  lod  their  lives,  upwards  of 
2000  fneeparefaid  to  have  peridi- 
ed  in  Romney  marfh  on  the  iSth 
ult  :  in  confequence  of  the  incle¬ 
mency  of  the  weather. 

This  night  owing  to  a  gang  of 
gypfies  having  lighted  a  great  fire 
on  the  road  fide  near  Baldock,  the 
horfes  in  the  dage  waggon  belong¬ 
ing  to  Mr.  Hunt,  of  Stamford, 
took  fright,  and  with  a  tremend¬ 
ous  cra(h,  overturned  a  very  va¬ 
luable  loading,  confiding  princi¬ 
pally  of  fpirituous  liquors. 

Two  men,  working  at  ^ 
the  Park  coal  pit,  near 
Sheffield,  were  a  few  days  ago, 
dreadfully  burnt  by  the  inflammable 
gas,  or  fire  clamp.  The  explofion 
was  fo  violent  as  to  driver  an  oak 
trap  door  an  inch  and  a  half  in 
thicknefs.  Two  others  loft  their 
lives  on  the  1  8th  ult.  at  Middle- 
ton,  near  Leeds,  from  a  fimilar 
caufe  ;  and  many  others  were  very 
much  hurt.  Two  were  conveyed 
to  the  Infirmary,  with  very  little 
hopes . 

Inquefts  were  held,  at 
the  fign  of  the  London  Hof- 
pital  White-chapel,  on  the  bodies 
of  W.  Anderfon,  aged  6,  and  ano¬ 
ther  boy,  who  died  in  the  London 
Hofpital ;  the  fird  in  confequence 
of  a  cat  getting  into  a  cupboard, 
and  overfetting  a  bowl  of  broth, 
which  fell  upon  his  temple  ;  the 
other  having  one  of  his  hands  lace¬ 
rated,  as  lie  was  attending  a  cotton- 
mill  at  Enfield,  which  produced  his 
death.  The  Jury  returned  verdicts 
of  Accidental  Death. 

This  day  two  young  men,  nam¬ 
ed 
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ed  Leith  and  Smith,  commenced  a 
foot-race  of  400  yards,  in  St. 
James’s  Park,  for  a  trifling  wager; 
but,  in  the  courfe  of  the  Iaft  50, 
the  former  (an  apprentice  in  Po¬ 
land -ftreet),  from  over  exertion, 
fell  down  and  expired  immediately, 
g  ^  A  hoy,  about  five  years 
of  age,  having  abfented 
himfelf  from  home,  his  father 
went  in  fearch  of  him,  and  found 
him  on  the  ice  of  a  loch  about  two 
miles  from  Leith.  The  father, 
in  the  moment  of  anger,  feized  and 
{hook  him,  when  the  ice  breaking, 
they  both  fell  in  and  were  drown¬ 
ed  !  They  were  interred  in  one 
grave,  in  Neilftone  church-yard. 

.  A  letter  from  Captain 
9tl#  Sir  Thomas  Lavie,  dated 
March  9,  flates  that  the  Blanche 
frigate  failed  from  Portfmouth  on 
the  3d,  to  join  Admiral  Sir  James 
Saumarez,  and  encountered  moll 
tempeftuous  weather.  On  the 
night  of  the  4th  (he  flruck.  The- 
Captain  thus  proceeds  :  c<  The 
night  was  dreadfully  dark  and 
cold,  and  there  was  no  pdflibility 
ofdifcriminating  whether  the  rocks 
were  diftant  from  the  land,  or 
connected  with  the  Ihore ;  how¬ 
ever,  happily,  it  proved  the  lat¬ 
ter.  I  immediately  ordered  the 
mafts  to  be  cut  away,  and  recom¬ 
mended  the  officers  and  men  to  flay 
by  me  and  the  (hip  to  the  laft. 
A  few  hands  got  into  the  quarter- 
boats  ;  and  they  were  no  fooner 
op  the  water  than  they  were  dafli- 
eS  to  pieces.  It  was  about  high 
water  ;  and  while  the  tide  flowed 
the  (hip  lay  tolerably  eafy,  until 
it  began  to  fall,  when  mod;  tremen¬ 
dous  breakers  covered  us.  I  re¬ 
mained  by  the  wheel  until  (he  di¬ 
vided  amidfliips,  and  fell  over  fea- 
Ward.  The  crew  were  all  on  the 


fide,  and  hauled  me  up  to  thdris* 
It  was  pleaftng  to  obferve  the  at¬ 
tention  they  paid  me  to  the  laft  ; 
and  now  they  carefs  me  as  their 
father.  We  lay  in  this  ftate  about 
three  hours,  when  the  water  left 
the  wreck  fufficient  for  us  to  at¬ 
tempt  a  landing,  and,  with  the  ex« 
ception  of  a  few,  got  fafe  on  fhore, 
and  aflfembled  under  a  rock,  when 
three  cheers-  were  given  to  the  re¬ 
mains  of  the  poor  dear  Blanche. 
At  day-light,  not  two  pieces  of 
wood  were  left  together,  and  the 
mafts  were  (battered  into  (hivers. 
Nothing  was  faved  ;  and  we  make 
a  mod  (habby  appearance.  A  cafk 
of  rum  was  the  only  thing  found 
on  the  (bore ;  and,  after  I  was 
carried  to  a  cottage,  feme  were  fo 
imprudent  as  to  broach,  by  which 
about  15  died.  It  is  not  poftible 
to  afeertain  our  exa<5l  lofs,  but 
(hould  think  45,  20  of  whom  were 
marines.  All  the  officers  are  lav¬ 
ed.  Mr.  Goodhew,  a  paffenger, 
died  through  fear.  We  landed  on 
a  (hocking  coaft  ;  but  every  at¬ 
tention  poftible  was  paid  to  us. 
We  have  already  been  marched 
about  30  miles,  and  are  now  at 
Bred,  which  is  a  heaven  to  all 
hands,  as  they  are  moil  comfort¬ 
ably  lodged  and  fed  in  the  Navy 
Hofpital.” 

In  common  with  every  ^  ^ 

admirer  of  literature  and 
the  polite  arts,  we  have  mod  fin- 
cerely  to  lament  the  total  lofs  by 
fire  of  the  elegant  and  magnifi* 
cent  manfion  of  Hafod  in  Car- 
diganlhire,  the  hofpitable  refidence 
of  Thomas  Johnes,  Efq.  the  wor¬ 
thy  reprefentative  in  parliament 
for  the  county  ;  and  the  theme  of 
rapturous  delight  to  every  tra¬ 
veller  in  that  part  of  the  princi¬ 
pality.-— The  dreadful  accident  oc¬ 
curred 
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©tsrred  early  in  the  morning  of 
Friday  the  13th  of  March;  and 
originated,  it  is  fuppofed,  in  the 
apartments  of  the  female  fervants. 
At  a  quarter  after  3,  Mrs.  Johnes 
was  awakened  by  the  fire  ;  and 
immediately,  but  with  difficulty, 
alarmed  the  family.  So  rapid 
was  the  progrefs  of  the  flames,  that 
fome  of  the  domefticks  were  with 
great  difficulty  refcued.  The 
houfekeeper  was  in  the  moll  immi¬ 
nent  danger  of  periihing,  before 
affiftanee  could  be  rendered  ;  and 
two  or  three  other  fervants,  who 
had  made  their  way  to  the  top 
of  the  houfe,  were  much  fcorcned 
before  they  could  be  relieved  by 
means  of  ropes,  and  conveyed  to  a 
place  of  a  fafety.  Scarcely  cover¬ 
ed,  Mrs.  Johnes  and  her  daughter, 
after  faving  fome  few  articles  from 
the  wreck,  took  fhelter  at  the 
Devil’s  Bridge,  four  miles  diftant, 
where  the  family  have  fince  con¬ 
tinued.  Mr.  Hanbury  Williams, 
of  Colebrook  Dale,  Shropfhire, 
brother-in-law  to  Mr.  johnes, 
who  was  on  a  vifit  at  Hafod, 
naked,  and  a  few  of  the  men-fer- 
vants,  by  wonderful  exertions,  at 
the  hazard  of  their  lives,  fucceeded 
in  favinop  moll  of  the  valuable 
plate,  china,  and  a  quantity  of  in¬ 
ferior  furniture ;  the  wine,  the 
linen,  Mrs.  Johnes’s  apparel,  trin¬ 
kets,  &c.  and  the  principal  furni¬ 
ture,  magnificent  glaffes,  &c.  were 
all  loft.  Mr.  Williams  alfo  fuf- 
tained  a  confiderable  lofs,  not  be¬ 
ing  able  to  fave  his  travelling 
equipage,  bills,  caffi,  and  other 
valuables.  Many  of  the  fplendid 
books  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
library  were  faved  ;  but  all  the 
precious  lore  that  was  deposited  in 
the  gallery  and  the  anti-library 
in  the  unrelenting  flames, 


among  which  were  the  greateft  cti* 
riofities — the  Welfh  MSS.  and  the 
labours  of  Mr.  Johnes  for  the  laft 
forty  years ;  an  irreparable  lofs  to 
fociety,  and  to  the  munificent 
owner.  We  are  afraid  that  the 
valuable  Froiflarts  are  to  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  lofs ;  but  the  copies 
of  that  work  which,  with  fo  much 
credit  to  Mr.  J.  and  his  aftiftants 
in  typography,  have  iiTued  from 
the  Hafod  prefs  will  immortalize 
the  tranflator  and  the  printer. 
The  fire  commenced  at  the  hour 
before  ftated  ;  and  at  6,  only  three 
hours  time  (excepting  the  three 
turrets  at  the  corners  of  the  man- 
fion  ,and  the  Confervalory },  only 
the  bare  walls  remained,  a  melan¬ 
choly  memento  of  the  former  fplen- 
dour  of  the  place.  The  houfe, 
library,  &c.  were  valued  at 
140,0001.  and  were  infured  (we 
believe,  at  about  half  that  fum)  in 
the  Britifh  and  Imperial  Fire  Of¬ 
fices  ;  and  thofe  honourable  bo¬ 
dies,  immediately  on  hearing  of 
the  accident,  difpatched  their  fur- 
veyor  to  fettle  the  claims  under  the 
policies.  Fortunately  no  lives 
were  loft,  nor  perfons  injured*, 
And  it  will  be  fatisfa&ory  to  the 
extenfive  circle  of  the  friends  of 
the  amiable  family,  to  know  that 
the  calamity  is  borne  with  forti* 
tude  becoming  their  exalted  cha« 
rafler.  Mr.  johnes  was  in  town, 
attendinghisParliamentary  duties; 
and  did  not  arrive,  to  the  folace  of 
his  family,  till  Wednefday  even¬ 
ing,  the  18th  inftanti  _ 

Two  extraordinary  dif- 
coveries  have  recently  been 
made  on  the  coaft  near  Rofcilly, 
about  twenty  miles  from  Swanfea: 
the  tides  of  late  having  receded 
much  farther  than  ufual,  the  wreck 
of  a  veffel  has  appeared^  which 

was 
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was  loft  there  about  50  years  ago, 
and  a  calk  of  iron  wire  has  been 
recovered.  A  fhort  diftance  from 
the  fame  fpot,  about  i2lbs.  of 
Spanifh  dollars  and  half-dollars, 
of  the  date  of  1625,  have  been 
found  amongft  the  fand,  which  are 
conjectured  to  have  formed  part  of 
the  cargo  of  a  rich  Spanifh  veftel 
from  South  America,  called  the 
Scanderoon  galley,  which  was 
wrecked  on  that  part  of  the  coaft 
upwards  of  a  century  fince.  Seve¬ 
ral  perfons  now  living,  recolleft 
their  relatives  mentioning  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  the  latter  fhip  being 
loft,  and  fome  families  refiding  in 
the  neighbourhood  at  the  time, 
who  fuddenly  became  rich,  were 
fuppofed  to  have  derived  their 
opulence  from  the  wreck,  notwith- 
ftanding  every  poffible  exertion 
was  made  by  the  then  magiftrates 
ofSwanfea,  to  fecure  fuch  part  of 
the  property  as  could  be  faved,  for 
the  benefit  of  its  owners. 

f  |  Aninquifition  was  taken 
1  t  '  at  the  Old  Parr’s-head  in 
Knight  Rider-ftreet,  on  the  body 
Sufannah  Birkwood.  In  the  courfe 
of  the  morning  of  the  13  th,  (he 
had  retired  to  her  bed-room,  and 
with  a  fmall  defert  knife  cut  her- 
felf  on  fthe  fide  of  the  neck  in  a 
mo  ft  Chocking  manner  :  fhe  bled 
profufely  ;  and,  though  medical 
aftiftance  was  procured  in  a  very 
few  moments  after  fhe  committed 
the  rafh  aft,  fhe  expired  in  about 
half  an  hour.  Several  witneffes 
attended  to  prove  her  infanity  ; 
and  it  being  a  very  clear  cafe,  the 
Jury  immediately  returned  a  ver- 
dift  of  Lunacy. — A  man  of  the 
name  of  Cutty,  who  lived  in 
Knight  Rider-ftreet,  and  had  been 
fummoned  to  attend  as  a  Juror  on 
the  above  unfortunate  affair,  had 


expreffed  his  diflike  of  attending’ 
on  fuch  an  unpleafant  bufinefs,  to 
the  Ward  Beadle,  in  the  morning, 
and  w idled  to  be  excufed.  Oo 
going  home,  not  feeing  his  wife, 
he  was  induced  to  enquire  after 
her  ;  and  not  receiving  a  fatisfac- 
tory  anfwer,  after  fearching  in  the 
different  rooms  of  the  houfe,  he  at 
laft  difeovered  her  in  the  garret 
hanging  with  one  end  of  her  oock~ 
et-handkerchief  faftened  to  a  nail, 
and  the  other  round  her  neck  ; 
he  cut  her  down,  but  fhe  had  been 
in  that  fituation  too  long  to  be 
reftored  to  animation.  On  her 
hearing  of  the  above  unfortunate 
affair,  fne  was  heard  to  exclaim, 
“  Mrs.  Birkwood’s  miferies  were 
now  at  an  end!’’  and  fhe  went  up 
ftairs,  and  defired  fhe  might  not  be 
difturbed. 

This  morning  a  meeting 
took  place  at  Tullamore, 
in  Ireland,  between  Lieut.  Bif-» 
mark  and  Capt.  Quimham,  both  of 
the  4th  Battalion  of  the  King’s 
German  Legion.  The  parties 
drew  lots  for  the  firft  fire  ;  Capt. 
Quimham  won,  and  fired  at  Lieut. 
Bifmark ;  when  Lieut.  B.  fhot 
Capt.  O.  who  immediately  ex¬ 
pired. 

At  the  Surry  Affixes,  , 

J.  Pope  and  j.  Maycock, 
were  tried  for  the  murder  of  Mrs. 
Pooley,  at  Horfley  Down.  The 
deceafed  was  63  years  of  age,  and 
was  found  murdered  in  her  apart¬ 
ment  in  Free  School-lane.  It  was 
proved,  that  the  murder  was  com¬ 
mitted  on  the  9th  of  Auguft,  by 
the  prifoners ;  and  that  his  Majef- 
ty’s  pardon  had  been  offered  to 
Pope,  on  condition  of  his  giving 
up  his  companion,  who  had  manual¬ 
ly  committed  the  murder.  Pope 
was  accordingly  acquitted  *s  and 
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lie  then  Hated  that  he  went,  at 
the  fuggeftion  of  Maycock,  and 
broke  into  Mrs.  Pooley’s  houfe, 
ivhere,  after  fome  time,  Maycock 
feized  the  old  lady,  threw  her 
down,  and  Hrangled  her.  They 
then  robbed  the  houfe  of  upwards 
of  qol. — The  jury,  without  hesi¬ 
tation,  found  the  prifoner  guilty  ; 
and  the  judge,  in  palling  fentence, 
obferved,  it  was  a  murder  the 
moll  barbarous  and  cold-blooded 
he  had  ever  heard  or  read  of. 
The  prifoner  was  ordered  for  exe¬ 
cution  on  Monday,  and  his  body 
to  be  differed;  He  often  laugh- 
fed  during  the  trial ;  and  fentence 
being  palled  on  him,  he  faid,  on 
going  from  the  Dock,  ff  Thank 
ye  for  that ;  I  am  done ,  fnug 
enough  P  * 

W.  Duncan,  a  gardener,  was 
then  tried  for  the  murder  of  his 
mailer,  W.  Chivers,  Efq.  at  Bat- 
terfea,  on  the  24th  of  January,  by 
finking  him  in  the  face  with  a 
fpade.  The  deceafed  was  82  years 
of  age,  and  the  prifoner  had  been 
only  10  days  in  his  fervice.  It 
appeared,  that  the  deceafed  having 
threatened  to  turn  him  away,  and 
having  alfo  challifed  him  with  a 
cane,  his  pallion  overcame  his  rea- 
fon,  and  he  ftruck  his  mailer  twice 
in  the  face ;  the  fecond  blow  prov¬ 
ed  mortal.  Several  refpedable 
perfons  gave  the  prifoner  an  ex¬ 
cellent  character.  The  prifoner 
having  confelfed*  in  his  defence, 
that  he  had  formed  the  delign  of 
finking  his  mailer  ever  fince  the 
afternoon  of  the  preceding  day,  the 
jury,  after  a  very  long  delibera¬ 
tion,  found  him  guilty. 

About  five  o'clock  this  morn¬ 
ing,  a  lire  was  difcovered  in  the 
premifes  of  MelTrs.  dementi  and 
Co.  mulical  instrument  makers, 

Vol.  XLIX.  or  Vol.  VII.  Ne 


Tottenham- cotirt- road.  In  an 
hour,  the  conflagration  threatened 
the  deltru&ion  of  the  whole  of  the 
adjoining  neighbourhood.  The 
prompt  arrival  of  the  engines  pre¬ 
vented  the  calamity  ;  but,  exclu- 
five  of  the  front  of  the  building, 
fcarcely  a  vellige  remains  Handing 
of  this  once  extend  ve  manufactory. 
A  fimilar  accident  took  place  upon 
thefe  premifes  about  ten  years 
ago.  The  damage  is  ellimated  at 
40,0001.;  15,000!.  of  which  is 
infured. 

Anne  Higfon  a,  pauper,  - 
belonging  to  Tiddelley,  2 1  * 
near  Manchelief,  who  had  been 
relieved,  and  had  her  rent  paid  for 
fome  time,  died  aged  74.  On  ex¬ 
amining  her  houfe,  a  large  quanti¬ 
ty  of  wearing  apparel  was  found, 
and  forty  pounds  eight  {hillings  in 
cafh ;  in  fhillings  and  lixpences, 
14I.  3s.;  103  half-crown  pieces, 
with  a  note  of  hand  for  feven  gui¬ 
neas. 

This  morning  about  nine  , 
o'clock,  J.  Maycock  was  •  ■ 
executed  on  the  top  of  the  new 
gaol,  Horfemonger  Lane,  in  the 
Borough,  purfuant  to  his  fentence, 
for  the  murder  of  Mrs.  Po©Ieyf 
His  condudt  at  the  fatal  fpot  was 
perfectly  conftHent  with  his  beha-? 
viour  at  the  time  of  trial,  when 
he  exhibited  the  moll  hardened  de¬ 
pravity. 

At  Maidenhead,  Berks,  . 

J.  White,  fervant  to  a 
lady  named  Dean.  Having  had  a 
difpute  with  his  wife,  whom  he 
had  very  recently  married,  left 
her,  faying  he  would  never  fee  her 
again  ;  he  went  to  the  Lion  public- 
houfe,  where  he  drank  fome  liquor,, 
went  to  bed,  and  was  found  dead 
the  next  morning. 

The  men  belonging  to  MelTrs* 

w  Series,  *G  Brad** 


1 


18  *  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1807. 


Bradftiaws,  of  Lancafter,  were 
fawing  an  American  maple  log  in 
two,  they  were  much  furprifed 
at  finding  a  cavity  in  the  centre 
of  it,  containing  five  or  fix  quarts 
of  wheat,  which  mult  have  re¬ 
mained  there  for  many  years,  as 
there  was  no  hole  on  the  outfide  of 
the  log,  which  was  about  twenty- 
five  feet  in  length,  and  13  inches 
fquare.  The  cavity  was  about  the 
centre  of  the  log,  fix  feet  in  length, 
and  about  three  inches  in  diameter. 

Died. — In  Switzerland,  John 
Lewis  De  Lolme,  LL.D.  a  native 
and  citizen  of  Geneva ;  who  dur¬ 
ing  his  refidencein  England  acquired 
confiderable  celebrity  as  an  author. 
His  firft  work  in  our  language  was 
“  A  Parallel  between  the  Englifii 
Conftiturion  and  the  former  Go¬ 
vernment  of  Sweden,* *  a  very  in¬ 
genious  pamphlet,  publilhed  in 
1772.  Three  years  afitei  this,  he 
publilhed  his  celebrated  Treatife 
on  the  Conftitution  of  England.** 
It  was  originally  written  in  French, 
and  was  now  publilhed  in  Eng- 
lifh ,  by  Dr.  De  Lolme,  confidera- 
bly  enlarged  and  improved.  The 
fame  of  this  work,  as  well  as  the 
WOik  itfelf,  is  known  to  almoll 
every  reader.  The  celebrated  Ju¬ 
nius  recommended  it  to  the  publick, 
as  a  performance  deep,  folid,  and 
ingenious  ;  and  it  has  been  honour¬ 
ed  with  the  applaufes  of  a  Cam¬ 
den  and  a  Chatham,  in  the  Britilh 
Senate.  Nor  is  it  the  leaft  re¬ 
markable  circumftance  refpefting 
this  work,  that  it  is  the  produ&ion 
of  a  foreigner,  who  had  palled  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  out  of  Eng¬ 
land.  .In  1787,  Dr.  De  Lolme 
publilhed  a  moft  excellent  intro¬ 
duction  to  De  Foe’s  Hiftory  of 
the  Union,  intituled,  u  An  Elfay, 
♦ontaimng  a  few  StriClures  on  tfee 


Union  of  Scotland  with  England.55 
He  has  alfo  written,  f(  The  Hif* 
tdry  of  the  Flagellants;  or,  Me¬ 
morials  of  Human  Superftition, 
imitated  from  the  Abbe  Boileau;** 
Obfervations  relative  to  the  Taxes 
upon  Windows  or  Lights,  a 
quarto  pamphlet,  publilhed  in 
1788;  and  fS  Obfervations  on  the 
late  National  Embarafiment,**  an 
o&avo  pamphlet  publilhed  in  the 
year  following.  De  Lolme  had  a 
furprifing  extent  of  knowledge  on 
all  fubje&s,  and  could  almoll  have 
rivalled  Burke  in  all  the  variety  of 
his  illuftrations.  He  was  remark¬ 
ably  temperate  and  fimple  in  his 
mode  of  living  ;  and  pofieffed  an 
admirable  temper,  with  a  ftrong 
turn  for  humour.  All  he  faid, 
indeed,  upon  the  moft  ferious  fub- 
jedls,  was  marked  by  fomething 
of  an  arch  (hrewdnefs.  Notwith- 
ftanding  his  fuperior  abilities,  De 
Lolme  fuffered  many  conflicts  with 
a  proud  unbecoming  fpirit,  and 
the  hardlhips  of  poverty.  He  did 
not  much  facrifice  to  the  Graces  in 
point  of  drefs  and  perfonal  delica¬ 
cy  ;  but  his  converfation  was  al¬ 
ways  valuable  ;  and  it  is  much  to 
be  regretted  that  a  man  of  his  ta¬ 
lents  and  information  was  not 
Ihielded  by  patronage  againft  the 
neceflities  of  life,  as  he  might  pof- 
fibly  have  produced  many  ufeful 
and  inftru&ive  works. 

At  Tours,  in  France, 
aged  108,  Jean  Thurel.  IOu  * 
He  wTas  a  member  of  the  Legion  of 
Honour  ;  born  at  Grain,  in  Bur¬ 
gundy,  in  1 699  ;  entered  the  Re¬ 
giment  of  Touraine  Sept.  17, 
1716,  and  ferved,  without  inter¬ 
ruption*  for  the  fpace  of  92  years. 
He  received  a  mulket-ball  in  the 
neck  at  the  fiege  ofKehl,  in  1733*- 
and  fevea  fabre  wounds*  fix  of 

which 
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#hich  vtfere  obfervable  on  his  head, 
at  the  battle  of  Minden,  in  1759. 
He  had  three  brothers  killed  at 
Fontenoy :  and  a  fon,  a  veteran 
and  corporal  in  the  fame  company, 
killed  in  1782  ;  there  is  another, 
who  ftill  ferves  with  honour.  In 
1787  his  regiment  was  ordered  to 
march  to  the  coalt,  to  embark  | 
he  performed  the  whole  march  on 
foot,  faying,  that,  as  he  had  never 
travelled  in  a  carriage,  he  would 
not  commence  then.  On  the  8th 
of  November,  1787,  he  was  pre- 
fented  to  the  King  and  Royal  Fa¬ 
mily,  and  then  ordered  a  peniion  of 
300  franks  yearly,  200  of  which 
W’ere  to  revert  to  his  wife,  in  cafe 
of  his  death,  and,  on  her  deceafe, 
loo  franks  to  each  of  his  children. 
For  fome  years  he  lived  as  a  vete¬ 
ran  at  Tours.  Bonaparte  pre- 
fented  him  with  the  Eagle  of  the 
Legion  of  Honour,  and  a  peniion  of 
1200  franks;  On  the  removal  of 
the  afhes  of  Gen.  Monier,  he  was 
one  of  the  four  commiffaries  nam¬ 
ed  for  that  cermony,  and  was  then 
appointed,  as  the  oldeft  foldier  in 
Europe.  To  the  moment  of  his 
death  he  preferved  his  fenfes  and 
judgment ;  and,  until  his  lad  ili- 
nefs,  which  was  but  for  a  few  days, 
he  enjoyed  good  health. 


APRIL. 

. ,  In  the  collegiate  church 
2  *  of  Southwell,  Notting- 
hamlhire,  a  young  man  of  the 
name  of  Cook,  who  had  been  for 
fome  time  attached  to  a  young 
woman  of  the  fame  place ;  but  pe¬ 
culiar  circumftances,  joined  to  his 
ill  date  of  health,  had  retarded 
their  union.  He  was  in  the  lad 
dage  of  a  confumption  \  had  been 


confined  within  doors'  five  weeks, 
and  to  his  bed  (everal  days;  his 
fpeedydiffolution  appeared  certain  5 
neverthelefs,  on  the  preceding 
evening  he  determined  on  being 
united  to  the  objeft  of  his  affec- 
tion  on  the  enfuing  morning.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  about  nine  o’clock,  he 
was  with  difficulty  dreffed,  and 
(the  houfe  Handing  on  the  verge  of 
the  churchyard),  affifted  by  the 
arm  of  his  intended  brother- in¬ 
law,'  performed  his  walk  to  the 
facred  edifice,  with  a  firmnefs 
which  aftonilhed  the  numerous 
fpeftators  who  were  affembled  at 
fo  unufual  a  fcene.  Throughout 
the  whole  of  the  ceremony  his  ef¬ 
fort  dill  fupported  him  ;  the  mi- 
mider  clofed  the  book  ;  exhaufted 
nature  could  do  no  more— the 
bridegroom  funk  lifelefs  at  the  al¬ 
tar  !  He  was  immediately  convey¬ 
ed  home ;  and  every  redorative 
that  medical  aid  could  fugged  was 
ineffe&ual. 

At  night  a  number  of 
perfons  were  affembled  at 
the  Glouceder  coffee-houfe,  Picca¬ 
dilly,  as  is  cudomary,  to  fee  the 
mail  coaches  fet  off,  which  rim  the 
wedern  road.  Juft  as  the  Briftol 
mail  was  about  to  dart,  without 
any  infide  paffengers,  two  men, 
genteelly  dreffed,  called  out  to  the 
coachman  and  guard,  to  know  if 
they  had  any  room ;  and  being  an- 
fwered  in  the  affirmative,  they  faid 
they  wanted  a  cad  to  Maidenhead  ; 
the  guard  immediately  let  them  in. 
They  got  out  ar  the  Saracen’s 
Head  inn,  in  Maidenhead,  where 
the  mail  horfes  are  watered,  and 
in  a  few  minutes  after  the  mail 
drove  off  again.  On  going  up  the 
hill  the  other  fide  of  Maidenhead, 
the  two  men  who  had  jud  got  out 
became  the  fubjeft  of  converfatiou 
between  the  guard  and  coachman* 
*C2  on. 
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on  account  of  the  guard  obferving, 
that  he  did  not  fee  either  of  their 
faces. on  getting  in  or  out  of  the 
coach,  and  that  they  appeared  de¬ 
signedly  to  conceal  themfelves  : 
this  induced  the  coachman  to  fug- 
geft  the  propriety  of  examining  the 
mail,  to  fee  that  all  the  property 
was  fight,  which  was  agreed  to 
by  the  guard.  They  found  all  the 
bags  right,  and  the  parcels  in  the 
boot ;  but,  on  examining  the  feats 
in  the  infide  of  the  coach,  they 
found  feveral  parcels  miffing,  which 
they  fuppofed  to  be  of  coniiderable 
value.  The  guard,  in  confequence, 
took  one  of  the  leading  horfes, 
and  rode  back  to  the  Saracen’s 
Head  inn,  where  he  had  left  the 
two  men.  As  foon  as  he  had  got 
to  the  houfe,  he  called  out  for 
George,  meaning  the  landlord,  in 
great  hafte.  The  two  men  were 
then  juft  about  fitting  down  to 
{“upper,  but  hearing  the  horfe  ride 
up  to  the  houfe  in  great  hafte,  one 
of  them  went  out  to  fee  what  was 
the  matter,  and  obferving  the 
guard,  called  to  his  companion  by 
the  name  of  James.  He  came  out, 
and  they  both  ran  off ;  the  guard 
and  landlord  purfued  them,  and 
called  out  u  flop  thief,”  when  the 
watchman  in  the  town  took  the 
alarm,  and  turned  one  of  them  in 
his  courfe  up  a  court,  which  the 
landlord  knew  was  not  a  thorough¬ 
fare  ;  they  therefore  purfued  him, 
and  found  him  concealed  in  a  cor¬ 
ner,  lying  flat  on  the  ground,  with 
bank  notes  to  the  amount  of  90I. 
loofe  near  him,  on  the  mud,  fup¬ 
pofed  to  have  been  the  contents  of 
a  parcel  taken  from  the  mail ;  and 
two  parcels  unopened.  The  other 
villain  made  his  efcape.  The  one 
taken  proved  to  be  James  Rem¬ 
nant,  one  of  a  gang  of  notorious 


pickpockets  and  huftlers.  Govern* 
ment,  fome  years  ago,  compli¬ 
mented  him  with  a  voyage  to  New 
South  Wales;  on  his  return  from 
whence,  he  kept  a  houfe  of  ill- 
fame  in  the  neighbourhood  of  St. 
Martin’s-lane. 

At  Holywell,  Flintfhire,  ^  ^ 

27  men  were  killed  in  a 
coal-mine,  owing  to  the  fire-damp 
ariflng.  They  were  drawn  up  in 
the  courfe  of  the  day,  but  fo  man¬ 
gled  as  fcarcely  to  be  known  by 
their  relations.  The  fcene  of  dif- 
trefs  that  took  place  mafters  all 
description  ;  wives  fcreaming  out 
for  their  dead  hufbands,  children 
for  their  fathers.  One  poor  wo¬ 
man,  as  foon  as  fhe  faw  her  huf- 
band,  fell  into  a  fit,  and  expired 
immediately ;  another,  from  the 
fright,  immediately  fell  into  la¬ 
bour,  and  was  delivered  on  the 
fpot.  The  accident  was  occafioned 
by  the  fteward  of  the  mine  neg¬ 
lecting  to  have  the  damp  drawn 
out ;  which  was  perceived  by  the 
miners  not  long  before  it  arofe. 
One  humane  man  went  down  to 
fave  as  many  as  he  could.  He 
brought  up  four  alive.  He  then 
returned  to  fave  a  little  boy,  only 
nine  years  old.  The  child  leaped 
on  his  back,  and  in  that  manner 
was  brought  near  the  mouth  of  the 
pit ;  but  the  current  of  air  was 
too  much  for  him — he  gave  one 
gafp,  and  expired.- 

At  Staiths,  in  Yorkfhire, 

Hannah  Grundy,  a  filher- 
girl,  having  gone,  with  three 
others,  under  Roa  cliff  to  pick 
fhell-fifh,  and  being  too  foon  for 
the  tide,  they  fat  themfelves  down 
upon  the  beach,  near  40  yards 
from  the  bafe  of  the  cliff,  which  is 
about  700  feet  high,  when  a  ftone 
fell  from  ths  top,  and  ftruck  her 

witfe 
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with  its  edge  upon  the  vertebra* 
of  the  neck,  and,  fevering  her 
head  from  her  body  without  man¬ 
gling  it,  threw  it  30  yards  from 
where  (he  was  fitting. 

,  Admiralty  Office. — Dif- 
*  patches  from  Lord  Colling- 
wood,  dated  off  Cadiz,  Mar.  28,  re¬ 
ceived  this  morning, byhis  majefty's 
floop  Imogen,  arrived  at  Plymouth, 
contained  intelligence  that  vice-ad¬ 
miral  Sir  J.  T.  Duckworth  finding, 
on  his  arrival  at  Tenedos,  that  his 
majefty’s  ambaffador  had  left  Con- 
flantinople  on  the  29th  ©f  January, 
proceeded,  with  the  fquadron  un¬ 
der  his  command,  to  that  city, 
palling  the  Dardanelles  againft  all 
oppofition,  on  the  19th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary.  His  fubfequent  operations 
were  not  known  to  his  lordfhip, 
but  from  the  Spider  fchooner,  in 
the  afternoon  of  that  day,  and  the 
report  of  the  inhabitants  of  Tene¬ 
dos,  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that 
the  Turkifh  marine  is  deftroyed. 

On  the  14th  of  February  his 
majefty  ’sfhip  Ajax  caught  fire,  and 
was  burnt ;  the  hon.  captain  Black¬ 
wood,  and  about  400  officers  and 
men,  were  faved. 

r  ,  Port/mouth.  —  A  court- 
1  *  martial  affembled  on 

board  the  Gladiator,  on  this 
and  the  following  day,  to  enquire 
into  the  conduct  of  captain  Whit¬ 
by,  late  of  the  Leander,  on  a 
charge  of  violating  the  neutrality 
of  a  ftate  in  amity  with  his  majefty, 
and  having,  within  the  jurifdic- 
tion  of  the  United  States  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  unlawfully,  wilfully,  and  of 
his  malice  aforethought,  caufed  a 
fhot  to  be  fired,  whereby  John 
Pearce,  a  citizen  of  America,  was 
felonioully  killed  and  murdered. 
The  court  were  of  opinion  that  the 
charge  had  not;  been  proved,,  and 


did  adjudge  captain  Whitby  to  be 
acquitted. 

About  three  this  after-  0  , 

rr  ,  i8th„ 

noon,  as  a  veuel  was  eom^ 
ing  from  the  fort  of  Harwich, 
with  two  companies  of  the  79th 
regiment  of  Scotch  Highlanders, 
in  number  98  men,  women,  and 
children,  fhe  upfet  in  a  fquall  of 
wind,  owing  chiefly  to  fo  many 
men  being  upon  deck.  Though  a(V 
fiftance  was  immediately  given, 
only  three  fmall  children  were 
picked  up,  floating  on  the  water, 
all  in  petticoats  ;  one  of  which,  a 
boy,  the  father  had  held  by 
clothes  in  his  teeth  ten  or  fifteen 
minutes,  till  fome  perfon  caught 
hold  of  its  clothes  to  fave  himfelf, 
and  pulled  it  from  him,  the  father 
all  the  time  dinging  to  the  rig¬ 
ging,  and  is  one  of  the  number 
faved  ;  in  the  whole,  13  foldiers, 
two  officers,  the  mailer,  and  one 
woman ;  every  means  were  tyfed 
to  reftore  the  children,  but  in  vain. 
One  of  his  majefty’s  gun  brigs 
coming  in  juft  at  the  time,  turned 
its  boat  off,  and  was  the  means  pf 
faving  the  chief  of  them  that  were 
faved  ;  eight  of  them  having  hung 
fall  to  the  rigging. 

Samuel  Bricknell  having  been 
fentenced  to  be  imprifoned  two 
years,  and  once  during  that  period 
to  ftand  an  hour  in  the  pillory  in 
the  market-place  at  Winchefter. 
In  purfuance  of  that  fentence,  pre? 
parations  were  this  morning  made 
for  placing  him  in  the  pillory ; 
and,  about  two  hours  before  the 
time,  the  keeper  informed  Brick-? 
nell  that  part  of  his  fentence  would 
be  carried  into  effeft ;  on  which? 
he  exprefled  a  hope  that  it  would 
have  been  remitted.  The  keeper 
allured  him  there  was  no  profped 
pf  that ;  but  told  him  he  had  ap~ 
*  C  3  plied 
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plied  to  the  mayor,  who  had  or¬ 
dered  the  conftables  to  attend,  to 
prevent  his  being  ill-treated.  He 
appeared  thankful  for  this  atten¬ 
tion,  and  begged  to  have  a  razor 
to  {have  himfelf.  It  was  obferved 
his  beard  was  not  long,  and  that 
there  was  no  occafion  for  it,  to 
which  he  afiented.  In  the  courfe 
of  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  this, 
the  turnkey  had  occafion  to  pafs 
his  room,  and  called  to  him  ;  but 
as  he  did  not  anfwer,  he  opened 
his  door,  when  he  found  him  fuf- 
pended  by  his  braces  to  a  bar  of 
the  window,  quite  dead.  Surgical 
afliftance  was  immediately  pro¬ 
cured,  but  it  was  too  late.  When 
he  was  difcovered,  his  legs  were 
doubled  under  him,  and  his  knees 
nearly  touched  the  ground.  He 
was  a  very  corpulent  man,  aged 
58,  and  an  inhabitant  of  Lyming- 
ton,  where  his  wife  and  family  are 
ngw  living, 

22&  This  day  the  lord  mayor 

*  ’  of  London,  with  a  deputa¬ 

tion  of  twelve  aldermen  and  twelve 
commoners,  attended  by  the  re¬ 
corder  and  remembrancer,  proceed¬ 
ed  with  an  addrefs  of  the  cor¬ 
poration  to  the  Queen’s  Palace, 
through  the  Horfe  Guards,  and 
along  the  park.  The  lord  mayor’s 
ftate  carriage,  his  fervants  in  {late 
liveries,  on  foot,  and  the  number 
of  carriages  between  the  trees, 
had  a  moil;  delightful  effeft.  The 
proceflion  arrived  at  the  palace 
exadlly  at  two  o’clock,  and  foon 
after  their  arrival  his  majefty  en¬ 
tered  the  levee  room,  when  the 
recorder  preferred  the  addrefs  as 
follows  : 

*  “  To  the  king’s  mod  excellent 
majefty. 

The  humble  and  dutiful  ad¬ 
dress  of  the  lord  mayor,  al¬ 


dermen,  and  commons,  of  th& 
city  of  London,  in  common 
council  afiembied. 

u  Moil  gracious  fovereign  ! 

((  We  your  majefty ’s  moft  duti¬ 
ful  and  loyal  fubjedls,  the  lord 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons, 
of  the  city  of  London,  in  common 
council  aiTembled,  approach  the 
throne  with  our  warmeft  and  un¬ 
feigned  gratitude,  for  the  dignified 
and  decided  fupport  and  prote&ion 
recently  given  by  your  majefty  to 
the  proteftant  reformed  religion, 
as  by  lav/  eftablifhed,  and  for  the 
firm  and  conftitutional  exercife  of 
your  royal  prerogative,  to  pre- 
ferve  the  independence  of  the 
crown. 

(c  Deeply  fenfible  as  your  ma¬ 
jefty ’s  faithful  citizens  of  London 
at  all  times  are,  of  the  great  and 
fubftantial  bieffings  we  enjoy  under 
your  majefty ’spaternal  government, 
wefhould  juft jy  incur  the  imputation 
of  criminal  indifference,  as  the  firft 
municipal  body  in  your  majefty ’s 
dominions,  were  we  lightly  to 
confider  the  fcrupulous  regard  and 
fervent  zeal,  which  have  inva¬ 
riably  guided  your  majefty,  for  the 
prefervation  of  our  religion,  laws 
and  liberties,  more  particularly  at 
this  interefting  conjuncture,  or  fi- 
lently  to  withhold  our  loyal  ac¬ 
knowledgments,  due  to  the  bcft 
of  kings,  for  his  wife  and  fteady 
refolufion  to  fecure  inviolate  our 
glorious  conftitution  in  church  and 
ftate. 

“  We  contemplate,  fire,  with 
the  warmeft  affedtion  and  moft 
profound  veneration,  the  exercife 
of  thofe  unextinguifhable  princi¬ 
ples  in  the  royal  bread;,  which 
protect  in  every  fituation  the  reli¬ 
gious  interefts  of  your  people,  and 
proyide  for  the  happinefs  and  frC/- 
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$|om  of  pofterity,  by  guarding  the 
proteftant  fucceffion  in  your  ma- 
jefty’s  royal  houfe,  on  the  throne 
of  the  united  kingdom. 

((  Your  majefty’s  faithful  citi¬ 
zens  of  London  feel  it  no  lefs  their 
pride  and  exultation,  than  their 
bounden  duty,  to  exprefs  the  fatis- 
fa&ion  which  animate  their  hearts, 
at  the  wife  and  dignified  meafures 
purfued  by  your  majefty,  for  fe- 
curing  the  glorious  independence 
of  the  crown,  as  one  of  the  three 
eftates  of  our  well  tempered  and 
invaluable  conftitution. 

“  That  your  majefty  may  be 
long  fpared  to  us  by  an  over¬ 
ruling  Providence,  and  that  the 
people  of  this  land  may  be  long 
ienfible  of  the  bleffings  of  your 
majefty's  moft  aufpicious  govern¬ 
ment,  in  the  prote&ion  of  every 
thing  dear  to  them,  is  the  ardent 
prayer  of  your  majefty ’s  loyal  citi¬ 
zens  of  London. 

Signed, 

By  order  of  the  court, 
4<Henry  Woodthorpe.” 

They  were  received  very  court- 
eoufly  by  his  majefty,  who  return¬ 
ed  them  the  following  moft  gracious 
janfwer : 

<(  I  receive,  with  the  greateft 
fatisfa&ion,  the  aflurances  you  give 
me  of  your  concurrence  in  thofe 
principles  which  have  governed  my 
conduct  on  the  late  important  oc- 
cafion.  It  has  ever  been  my  ob- 
je6l  to  fecure,  to  all  deferiptions 
of  my  fubjefts,  the  benefits  of  re¬ 
ligious  toleration,  and  it  affords 
me  particular  gratification  to  re- 
fled!,  that  during  my  reign  thefe 
advantages  have  been  more  gene¬ 
rally  and  extenfively  enjoyed, 
than  at  any  former  period  |  but* 


at  the  fame  time,  I  never  can 
forget  what  is  due  to  the  fecurity 
of  the  ecclefiaftieal  eftabliftiment 
of  my  dominions,  connected  as  it 
is  with  our  civil  conftitution,  and 
with  all  thofe  bleifings,  which,  by 
the  favour  of  Providence,  have 
hitherto  fo  eminently  diftinguifhed 
us  among  the  nations  of  the 
world." 

His  majefty  was  pieafed  to  con* 
fer  the  honour  of  knighthood  upon 
Jonathan  Miles  and  James  Branfi* 
comb,  the  lheriffs. 

Letters  received  from  a  petty 
officer  of  the  Nautilus,  18  guns* 
captain  Palmer,  wrecked  on  a  de- 
fert  if] and  in  the  Mediterranean* 
ftate,  that  about  70  of  the  fur- 
vivors,  among  whom  was  the 
captain  and  firft-lieutenant,  had 
efcaped  the  horrors  of  a  watery 
grave  to  encounter  a  more  dreadful 
death  by  ftarvation.  Thefe  poor 
fellows  were  without  food  nearly 
ten  days.  The  captain  and  firft- 
lieutenant,  with  the  greater  part 
of  thofe  on  the  illand,  peri(he<$ 
from  hunger.  The  few  furvivors 
were  found  on  the  ihore,  with  the 
dead  bodies  of  captain  Palmer’s 
coxfwaiq  and  cabin-boy ;  which^ 
horrible  to  relate,  they  were 
obliged  to  eat  to  preferve  their 
lives,  until  they  were  taken  off 
by  the  boats  of  the  fquadron  undef 
admiral  Louis. 

Died,  7th. — M.  De  ^Lalande* 
the  celebrated  French  aftronomer, 
died  at  Paris,  aged  75,  By 
his ‘will  he  ordered  his  body  to 
be  differed,  and  the  Ikeleton  to 
be  placed  in  the  Mufeum  of  natu-. 
ral  hiftory.  His  relations,  how¬ 
ever,  regardlefs  of  the  injunction* 
caufed  him  to  be  interred  a  few 
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days  after  his  death*  His  funeral 
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was  attended  by  the  members  of 
the  national  inftitute. 

,  At  his  houfe  in  Berner’s- 
9L  *  ftreet,  aged  45,  John  Opie, 
efq.  R.  Ar  and  profeflbr  of  paint¬ 
ing,  and  one  of  the  greateft  orna¬ 
ments  of  the  Britilh  academy.  He 
had  juft  finifhed  fome  works  that 
he  was  anxious  (hould  appear  in 
the  next  exhibition  ;  and  his  incef- 
jfant  attention  to  thefe  is  fuppofed 
to  have  haftened  his  diflolution. 
His  malady  was  fudden,  and  his 
fufferings  extreme.  The  public 
Sympathy  is  called  upon  by  every 
confidetation,  when  it  is  confider- 
ed,  that  he  had  juft  attained  the 
inoft  unqueftioned  pre-eminence 
in  his  art,  and  had  juft  taught  the 
world  to  refpedf,  as  much  as  they 
had  before  admired.  Mr.  Opie 
had  been  twice  married.  His  wi¬ 
dow  has  made  for  herfelf  a  name 
in  polite  literature,  and  added  the 
graces  of  pathetic  poetry  to  the 
various  ftrong  and  original  talents 
of  her  huiband.  On  the  20th  in- 
flant  his  remains  were  removed 
from  his  late  refidence, '  to  St. 
Paul’s  cathedral.  The  proceftion 
commenced  at  one  o’clock,  in  the 
following  order  :  six  mutes,  with 
black  ftaves  and  hatbands.  Nine 
horfemen,  two  and  two.  A  fune¬ 
ral  banner  of  oftrich  feathers,  borne 
by  a  mate.  Next  followed  the 
hearfe,  bearing  t1  e  body,  drawn 
by  fix  horfes,  and  crowned  with 
oftrich  feathers,  fupporled  right 
and  left  by  maifhal-men,  in  deep 
mourning.  Next  followed  three 
mourning-coaches,  each  drawn  by 
fix  horles,  and  in  which  were  the 
earl  of  Carysfort,  Lord  de  Dun- 
Jlanville,  Earl  Stanhope,  Sir  j0 
Teicefter,  Sir  J.  St.  Aubin,  Mr. 
Weft,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.Whitbread, 


v 

Mr.  Hoppner,  Mr,  Owen,  Mr. 
Favill,  and  Mr.  Shee.  Twenty- 
feven  other  mourning-coaches, 
drawn  each  by  two  horfes,  were 
filled  by  eminent  artifts,  anc$ 
friends  of  the  deceafed ;  and  next 
folio  wed  the  led  carriage  of  his 
highnefs  the  duke  of  Gloucefter, 
and  others  of  nobility  and  gentry, 
to  the  number  of  thirty.  The 
proceftion  having  reached  Temple- 
bar-gate,  was  met  by  the  city 
marlhals,  who  from  thence  pre¬ 
ceded  the  funeral  to  St.  Paul’s. 
The  body  was  there  taken  from 
the  hearfe,  and  conveyed  to  the 
choir,  the  noblemen  and  gentle¬ 
men  from  the  three  firft  coaches 
fupporting  the  pall.  The  funeral 
fervice  ha\ing  been  performed,  the 
body  was  removed  to  the  vault, 
and  depofited  near  the  remains  of 
the  late  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds. 

At  Beerhaven,  in  Ireland,  aged 
1 1 1,  Florence  O’Sullivan,  efq.  He 
was  born  in  the  reign  of  king 
William,  in  1696;  and  retained 
his  fight,  hearing,  and  faculties  to 
the  laft  moment.  For  the  laft  50 
years  he  lived  chiefly  op  fifh,  of 
which  he  was  very  fond,  particu¬ 
larly  maiden  reas.  He  was  a  man 
of  generous,  tender  feelings  ;  and 
has  left  215  nephews  and  nieces. 

At  Eaft  Moor,  near  Wakefield, 
in  her  103d  year,  Mrs.  Sufannali 
Roblhaw.  Till  within  a  fhort 
time  of  her  death,  fhe  was  able  to 
walk  about,  and  to  read,  knit, 
and  few,  without  fpeftacles.  She 
has  had  23  children  ;  three  of  them 
at  one  birth,  one  on  each  of  three 
fucceflive  days ;  ihe  oldeft  and 
youngeft  of  her  children  are  liv¬ 
ing-  ' 

At  Shrewsbury,  aged  104,  Mrs. 
Amelia  Butcher;  who  declared 

that 
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tSja,t  fhe  died  of  grief  for  the  lofs 
of  her  hufl^and,  who  died  about 
feven  weeks  before  her. 

At  Eafton,  near  Stamford^ 
county  of  Lincoln,  aged  ioo,  the 
widow  Saunders. 

At  Richardfon’s-ftead,  near  Ber¬ 
wick,  Ann  Fergufon,  pauper,  aged 
107,  She  never  ufed  fpe&acles, 
and  till  within  a  year  of  her 
death  walhed  and  mended  her  pwn 
clothes. 

,  In  the  103d  year  of  her 
3  ‘age,  Mrs.  Hanpah  Wilfon, 
of  Kefwick,  and  formerly  houfe- 
keeper  to  the  late  governor  Ste- 
phenfon,  of  tbit  place.  In  re¬ 
cording  this  inftance  of  unufual 
longevity,  we  trull:  fome  account 
of  the  deceafed  will  not  be  unin- 
terefting  to  our  readers.  She  was 
born  at  Ccckermouth,  in  the  year 
1705,  which  town  die  quitted  at 
the  age  of  14,  and  became  a  do- 
meftic  in  the  above  refpe&able  fa¬ 
mily  ;  which  fhe  faithfully  ferved 
for  a  period  of  75  years,  compre¬ 
hending  five  fucceffions  of  mailers. 
As  a  reward  for  her  care  and  fide¬ 
lity,  her  latter  years  were  made 
comfortable  through  the  kindnefs 
of  her  laft  worthy  mailer,  Row¬ 
land  Stephenfon,  efq.  of  London  : 
making  the  whole  period  of  her 
dependence  upon  one  family  very 
little  fhort  of  90  years!  The 
deceafed  enjoyed  her  faculties  to 
within  a  few  weeks  of  her  death ; 
and,  what  will  be  deemed  remark¬ 
able,  cut  two  new  teeth  after  her 
&£th  year..  She  lived  in  four 
reigns,  and  was  regarded  by  many 
as  the  molt  faithful  living  hiltorian 
of  the  place ;  the  events  of  the 
year  'fifteen  being  not  wholly  obli¬ 
terated  ;  and  thofe  of  forty -five 
perfectly  fre'fh  in  her  recollection. 
She  was  attended  to  her  grave  by 


many  of  the  principal  inhabitants 
of  the  town  of  Kefwick ;  a  re- 
fpeCI  becomingly  paid  to  her  fair 
chaj*aCler  and  venerable  years.  It 
Hiay  be  farther  obferved,  that  tjie 
deceafed  has  for  fome  time  furvived 
every  individual  whom  at  the  age 
of  14  fhe  found  an  inhabitant  of 
Kefwick. 

At  St.  Columb,  aged  Q  , 
101,  Eliza  Parkyp. 

Jn  BrufF,  aged  no,  Ellen 
Hayes. 

In  Ireland,  in  her  107th  year, 
Elizabeth  lylahon,  of  Mile  Crofs. 


MAY. 

A  fatal  lire  broke  out  ^ 
this  morning,  at  Mrs.  St.  1  * 
Leger’s  (of  Covent  Garden  Thea¬ 
tre),  in  Norton  Street,  fuppofed 
from  a  candle  left  in  the  Nurfery. 
A  fervant  maid  in  the  family,  who 
flept  in  the  garret,  had  no  opportu¬ 
nity  of  efcaping  but  by  throwing 
herfelf  into  the  flreet.  She  did  fo, 
when  her  head  was  dalhed  in 
pieces,  and  file  died  inftantly. 

The  inhabitants  of  Silk-  ^ 
ftone,  near  Doncafter,  were 
vifited  by  an  alarming  phenome¬ 
non.  Suddenly  a  torrent  of  wa¬ 
ter,  appearing  from  four  to  fix  feet 
in  diameter,  deluged  the  town, 
which  is  fituated  in  a  valley,  and 
feverai  perfons  were  unfortunately 
drowned.  In  one  houfe  a  woman 
and  her  four  children  were  feated 
together,  when  the  flood  rulhed  in, 
and,  rifing  fo  rapidly,  it  was  with 
the  greateft  difficulty  fhe  faved  her¬ 
felf  and  three  of  the  children  by 
running  up  flairs  ;  the  fourth,  a 
gill  feven  years  of  age,  afcended  the 
fink  done  to  fave  herfelf,  but 
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per’fhed.  In  an  adjoining  houfe 
a  woman  and  her  two  grand  chil¬ 
dren  were  alfo  drowned.  Two 
horfes  in  a  mill  loft  their  lives  ; 
#nd  three  others  faved  themfelves 
by  railing  the  floor. 

This  afternoon  the  inhabitants 
of  Claybrook  were  alarmed  by  a 
tremendous  ftorm  of  hail*  thunder* 
and  lightning,  whicjj  lafted  three 
quarters  of  an  hour.  The  ftones 
were  as  big  as  marbles,  and  broke 
feveral  windows.  The  fruit-trees, 
plants,  &c.  were  greatly  damaged. 
The  ftorm  proceeded  in  a  north- 
wefterly  direction,  over  the  vil¬ 
lages  of  Sharnford,  Sapcote,  Shil¬ 
ton,  &c.  where  coniiderable  da¬ 
mage  was  fuftained. — A  ftmilar 
ftorm  was  experienced  at  Leicefter 
the  fame  evening. — And  the  fame 
ftorm  was  felt  feverely  at  Prefton. 

An  extraordinary  circumftance 
occurred  in  the  ill  and  of  Jerfey. 
A  foldier,  named  Hales,  ol  the 
34th  regiment,  having  been  fen- 
tenced  to  death  for  felony,  was 
taken  to  the  place  of  execution  ; 
where,  after  evincing  great  contri¬ 
tion,  the  rope  was  put  round  his 
neck,  and  he  was  turned  off  the 
fcaffold.  After  hanging  about  a 
minute  and  a  half,  the  executioner 
fufpended  himfelf  to  his  body,  by 
whofe  additional  weight  the  rope 
extended  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
the  feet  of  the  criminal  touched 
the  ground.  The  executioner  then 
pulled  him  Tideways,  in  order  to 
ftrangle  him  ;  but  being  unable  to 
effect  this,  he  got  upon  his  fhould- 
ers,  when,  to  the  no  fmall  furprife 
of  the  fpettators,  the  criminal  rofe 
ftraight  upon  his  feet,  with  the 
hangman  upon  his  fhoulders,  and 
loofened  the  rope  from  his  throat 
with  his  fingers.  The  Sheriff  or¬ 
dered  another  rope  to  be  prepared  ; 


but  the  fpettators  interfered,  and  at 
length  it  was  agreed  to  defer  th$ 
execution  till  the  will  of  the  ma- 
giftrates  fhould  be  known.  It 
was  fubfequently  determined,  that 
the  whole  cafe  fhould  be  tranfmitted 
to  his  majefty  ;  and  the  execution  of 
the  fentence  was  deferred  till  his 
majefty ’s  pleafure fhould  be  known. 

A  duel  was  fought  between  fir 
Francis  Burdett  and  Mr.  Pauli. 
It  appears  that  at  a  meeting  of 
Mr.  Pauli’s  friends,  the  day  be¬ 
fore  at  the  crown  and  anchor  ta¬ 
vern,  fir  F.  Burdett  was  advertifed 
as  chairman.  The  honourable 
baronet  did  not  attend ;  and  it 
was  ftated  at  the  meeting,  by 
Mr.  Jones  Burdett,  his  brother, 
that  he  had  not  given  any  promife 
to  preflde,  and  was  furprized  to 
find  his  name  introduced  in  that 
way  without  his  fanttion.  Mr® 
Pauli  explained  to  the  meeting, 
that  he  might  have  miftaken  fir 
Francis’s  meaning,  who,  though 
willing  to  propofe  him  for  Weft- 
minfler  at  the  Huftings,  had  not 
underftood  that  he  was  to  take  the- 
chair  at  the  meeting. — In  confe- 
quence  of  the  mifunderftanding, 
M.  Pauli  called  upon-,  ftr  Francis 
late  at  night  ;  and  an  altercation 
taking  place  between  them,  ref - 
petting  the  letter  from  the  latter, 
read  at  the  meeting  at  the  crown 
and  anchor,  in  which  he  declaimed 
all  promife  of  prefiding  there,  it  was 
fettled  that  a  duel  fhould  take  place. 
The  parties  accordingly  met  this 
day,  at  ten  o’clock,  at  Combe 
wood,  near  Wimbledon  common, 
fir  Francis  being  feconded  by  Mr. 
Bellenden  Kerr,  and  Mr.  Pauli  by  a 
Mr.  Cooper.  Having  exchanged 
fhots,  Mr.  Kerr  afked  Mr.  Pauli 
whether  he  was  fatisfied.  The 
anfwer  was,  No  :  he  required  a 
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fatisfa&ory  apology  from  fir  Fran-  dnce  been  committed  to  the  cadle 
cis.  The  latter  refufed  to  give  it,  by  fir  Roger  Kerrifon, — We  are 
and  perfided  in  the  adertiort  that  happy  to  learn  that  the  wounds  of 
he  had  made  no  promife  to  take  the  the  two  unfortunate  women  are  not 


chair  at  the  meeting  held  at  the 
crown  and  anchor.  This  refufal, 
of  courfe,  prevented  alladjuftment ; 
and  the  parties  having  taken 
ground,  exchanged  fhots  a  fecond 
time  ;  fir  Francis  was  fhot  in  the 
thigh,  and  Mr.  Pauli  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  leg.  Mr.  Bellenden 
Kerr,  (formerly  Captain  Gawler,) 
is  one  of  the  claimants  of  the  Rox¬ 
burgh  dukedom. 

,  A  very  melancholy  event 
^  *  happened  at  Chedgrave,  in 
Norfolk.  William  Mofs,  a  young 
man  of  Chedworth,  paid  his  ad- 
d  redes  to  a  young  woman  of  that 
place,  named  Crifp  ;  her  mother, 
however,  refufed  her  confent  to 
their  being  married.  On  the  day 
above  mentioned,  Mofs,  who  is  a 
member  of  the  Loddon,  Brooke, 
and  Seething  volunteers,  attended 
the  parade  of  that  corps  on  Seech¬ 
ing  Green,  at  which  Ann  Crifp 
and  her  mother  were  alfo  prefent. 
— During  the  time  of  the  parade, 
another  young  man  came  up  to 
them,  apd  folicited  and  received 
the  mother’s  permiffion  to  have 
her  daughter.  This  foon  reached 
the  ears  of  Mofs ;  and  he  was  heard 
to  exclaim  to  Ann  Crifp,  If  I 
am  not  to  have  you,  nobody  elfe 
{hall.”  When  the  exercife  was 
over,  and  the  young  woman  and 
her  mother  were  on  their  return 
home,  Mofs  watched  his  opportu¬ 
nity,  and  dabbed  them  both  in 
their  bodies  with  his  bayonet. 
He  then  ran  into  his  father’s  houfe, 
near  which  the  deed  was  perpe¬ 
trated  ;  and  fnatching  a  knife  out 
©f  his  father’s  hand,  cut  his  own 
throat,  but  not  mortally *  he  has 


likely  to  prove  fatal. 

About  hair  pad  two  o’clock, 
a  young  man,  refpetdably  dref- 
fed,was  obferved  to  get  over  the  rails 
in  St.  James’s  park,  nearly  oppo- 
fite  Queen -fquare  ;  he  walked  to 
the  fide  of  the  canal,  when  he  puL 
led  off  his  coat  and  hat,  plung¬ 
ed  into  the  water.  Several  per- 
fons  were  immediately  attra&ed 
to  both  fides  of  the  canal,  but  too 
late  to  prevent  him  from  finking* 
In  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  however* 
he  was  got  out,  and  carried  to  a 
public-houfe  in  Queen-fquare, 
where  two  medical  gentlemen  im¬ 
mediately  attended,  and  tried  to 
effedl  the  redoration  of  life,  for  fe- 
veral  hours,  in  vain.  He  is  fup- 
pofed  to  be  one  of  the  band  of  the 
24th  regiment.  He  was  recog- 
nifed  by  the  fon  of  the  landlord  of 
a  public-houfe  in  Che  If  "a.  as  hav¬ 
ing  dined  at  his  father’s  houfe 
about  an  hour  previous  to  commit¬ 
ting  the  deed  ;  he  then  appeared 
much  did  reded  in  his  mind,  faying 
he  had  abfented  himfelf  for 
three  days  from  his  regiment, 
and  had  committed  a  crime,  on 
Tuefday  night,  for  which  he 
fhould  be  hanged  if  he  were  dife 
covered.  • 

An  alarming  diock  of  an  earth¬ 
quake  took  place  at  Lifbon.  It 
begun  about  four  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon  and  laded  about  twelve 
feconds.  The  fhock  was  fo  fevere, 
that  feveral  houfes  were  much  da¬ 
maged,  and  the  city  thrown  into 
the  greated  confulion.  It  was 
not  known  that  any  lives  were  loll ; 
but  feveral  had  their  arms  and  legs 
broken,  by  jumping  out  of  win¬ 
dows. 
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jdows.  The  Chock  was  alfo  felt  at 
St.  Ube’s  Oporto,  and  generally 
throughout  Portugal.  It  was  felt 
on  board  the  Lively  frigate,  then 
about  eight  leagues  off  the  rock  of 
JLifbon. 

,  Information  was  fent  to 
'  worfhip-flreet  Office  of  a 
jjiurder  having  been  committed  in 
the  houfe  of  one  Jackfon,  a  weaver, 
in  Spital-helds,  when  fome  Officers 
were  fent,  who  after  a  minute 
feareh,  found  the  bodies  of  two  fe¬ 
males,  ope  about  five  and  the 
other  feven  years  old,  with  their 
heads  downwards  in  the  water 
calk. — Their  mother,  who  is  fuf- 
pedied  of  the  crime,  was,  after  a 
llout  refinance,  apprehended. 

A  few  evenings  fince  a  Coroner?s 
Snqueft  was  held  on  Ann  DavidT 
fon,  wife  to  a  journeyman  taylor, 
and  mother  of  feven  children,  in 
Hew  Gravel. lane,  Wapping,  who 
hung  herfplf  in  a  garret.  It  ap¬ 
peared,  that  previous  to  this  ac¬ 
tion  fire  careffed  her  infant,  an^L 
put  it  into  a  cradle  under  the  care 
of  one  of  her  boys  ;  the  child  being 
unruly,  the  boy  ran  to  the  garret 
to  call  his  mother,  who  by  this 
time  was  dead*  It  further  ap¬ 
peared  that  fhe  had  been  confined 
in  a  mad-houfe  at  Newcaftle,  and 
that  fhe  was  always  remarked  for 
her  fobriery  and  induflry. — Ver- 
dift. — Lunacy. 

.  The  heavy  rain  which 
1  It:  fell  on  this  day,  caufed  the 
brook  which  runs  through  Derby 
to  fwell  between  12  and  1  on 
Wednefday  morning.  In  feveral 
ilreets  the  water  rofe  three  feet 
deep  in  15  minutes.  On  the  pre¬ 
ceding  afternoon,  two  young  gen¬ 
tlemen  croffing  the  Derwent,  near 
Derby,  in  a  ferry-boat,  the  chain 
broke,  by  which  accident^,  the 


boat  upfet,  and  the  youngeft,  15 
years  of  age,  was  drowned. — At 
Lincoln,  the  hail,  rain,  thunder, 
and  lightning  were  of  the  1110ft 
awful  kind.  The  main  ftreet  was 
completely  inundated,  and  had  the 
appearance  of  a  canal. — The  Dun, 
near  Doncafter,  rofe  nine  feet  in  an 
hour  and  a  half. 

In  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  a 
motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Garrow, 
to  fet  afide  the  judgment  obtained 
under  a  warrant  of  attorney,  and 
to  hay  the  levy  in  the  hands  of 
the  Sheriff,  under  the  following 
interehing  circnmhances  It  ap¬ 
peared  from  the  affidavits,  that  a 
tradefman  in  the  city,  wifhing  to 
obtain  a  tempprary  fupply  of 
money,  and  being  lured  by  the 
terms  held  out  in  a  public  adver- 
tifement,  repaired  to  a  houfe  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Caversdifh- 
fquare,  where  he  hoped  to  obtain 
an  accommodation  on  advantageous, 
terms.  Jde  was  introduced  to  a 
lady,  who  propofed  that  he  fhould 
draw  bills,  and  fhe  would  get  them 
negotiated.  He  was,  however,  to 
take,  as  part  of  the  confideration, 
a  capital  hunter,  a  horfe  that  had 
hunted  with  the  king's  hounds, 
and  that  the  fon  of  the  archbifhop 
of  York  had  offered  150  guineas 
for  it  j  but  it  fhould  be  put  in,  as 
a  great  favour,  at  1 20  guineas. 
The  party  confented,  the  bills 
were  drawn,  and  as  a  collateral 
fecurity ;  he  gave  a  warrant  of 
attorney,  confeffing  judgment  to 
the  amount  of  the  fum  to  be  raifed. 
When  the  hunter  came  home,  faid 
the  learned  counfel,  the  outfide  and 
infide  value  of  him,  difpofing  of 
his  bones  to  make  ivory  black, 
his  hide  to  the  currier,  and  his 
flefh  for  the  dogs,  was  not  more 
than  3I.,  the  very  fame  animal 
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the  fon  of  the  archblfhop  was  re¬ 
prefen  ted  as  having  offered  150 
guineas  for.  But  the  whole  was  a 
delufion,  and  the  tradef/nan  pre- 
fently  found  himfelf fwindled.  He 
would  have  gladly  fuftained  a  lofs 
of  30I.  or  40I.  to  have  got  his 
bills  back^again,  but  that  was  re- 
fufed.  The  firft  bill  became  due 
and  it  was  paid  ;  the  fecond  was 
difhonoured,  and  the  money  lender 
on  advantageous  terms  entered  up 
judgment  on  the  warrant  of  attor¬ 
ney.  It  was  therefore  to  fet  afide 
that  judgment,  and  to  ftay  pro¬ 
ceedings,  that  the  prefent  motion 
was  made.-— The  Court  granted  a 
rule  to  (how  caufe. 

At  the  York  Affixes,  Thomas 
Jewett,  of  Old  Malton,  aged  24, 
was  charged  with  violating  the 
chaftity  of  Elizabeth  Stabler,  his 
matter's  daughter,  a  child  under 
ten  years  of  age. — It  was  ftated, 
that  the  prifoner  was  fervant 
to  W.  Stabler,  blackfmith,  at 
Old  Malton,  and  lived  in  the  fa¬ 
mily  as  an  inmate. — On  Sunday, 
the  27th  of  July  laft,  Mr.  Stabler 
and  his  wife  went  to  Cattle  Howard, 
leaving  the  care  of  his  family  to 
the  prifoner.  The  family  confifted 
of  five  children,  the  eldeft  of  which 
was  the  child  on  whom  the  injury 
was  committed,  and  who  was  at 
that  time  under  nine  years  of  age. 
The  fads  were  clearly  proved,  and 
the  prifoner  received  a  good  cha- 
rader.  The  judge  in  bating  the 
law  to  the  jury,  faid,  44  That  the 
ftatute  had  made  it  a  capital  of¬ 
fence  for  any  man  to  have  what  the 
law  calls  carnal  knowledge  of  a  fe¬ 
male  child  under  the  age  of  ten  years  ; 
and  that  without  any  reference  to 
the  ccnfent  or  non-confent  of  the 
child.  Hislordihip  then  recapitu¬ 
lated  the  whole  of  the  evidence. 
The  jury,  after  confuting  for  a 


few  moments,  found  the  prifoner 
guilty,  but  recommended  him  to 
mercy,  on  account  of  his  general 
good  charader.  His  lordfhip 
with  the  mott  impreffive  folemnx- 
ty,  then  faid  : — 44  Gentlemen, — I 
always  liften  with  pleafure  to  your 
recommendation,  whenever  I  can 
do  it  confidently  with  my  public 
duty ;  but  I  am  afraid  I  (hould 
hand  over  the  young  and  innocent 
part  of  the  female  fex  to  the  lutts 
of  the  depraved  part  of  the  other 
fex,  if  I  ttiould,  in  this  inftance, 
yield  to  your  fugged  ion  ;  and  it 
will  be  my  painful  duty  to  leave 
the  prifoner  to  the  unmitigated 
fe verity  of  the  law."  When  his 
lordfhip  patted  fentence  of  death 
upon  the  prifoner,  he  repeated  the 
above  fentiment,  and  added  : — 
44  It  would  be  in  vain  that  the 
law  prote&ed  female  youth  and 
innocence,  with  the  heavieft  penal¬ 
ty  againtt  thofe  who  outraged  them, 
if  the  minitters  of  the  law  had  not 
courage  fully  to  execute  it." 

A  mod:  tremendous  thun- 
der  ftorm  commenced  at 
Whitehaven,  about  5,  and  conti¬ 
nued  for  an  hour,  accompanied  by 
a  heavy  fall  of  hail-ftones.  Its 
courfe  was  nearly  from  fouth  to 
north.  Copious  (bowers  of  rain 
fucceeded.  W.  Murray,  a  dray¬ 
man  at  Parton  Brewery,  was  on 
the  road  with  a  dray,  when  the 
horfe  took  fright  at  the  thunder, 
and  he  was  found  not  long  after 
fpeechlefs,  and  apparently  infenfi- 
ble.  He  expired  early  next  morn¬ 
ing.  It  is  fuppofed  that  the  dray 
had  patted  over  his  back. 

The  drawing-room  held 
this  day  excited  confidera- 
ble  attention.  The  princefs  of 
Wales  arrived  about  three,  and  was 
cheered  by  the  populace,  at  which, 
flae  appeared  much  affetted. 

A  banker's 


SO  *  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1 807. 


A  banker’s  clerk  loft  his  pocket 
book,  containing  io,oool.  in  bank 
notes.  The  book  and  notes  were 
reftored  the  next  day  by  a  poor 
man,  and  500I.  reward  paid  to  the 
finder. 

At  Eton,  Lewis  James  Shaw, 
fourth  Ton  of  fir  John  Shaw,  bart. 
Being,  with  fome  other  boys,  in  a 
boat  on  the  Thames,  owing  to 
fome  malmanagement,  the  boat  was 
Wpfet,  and,  in  endeavouring  to  fave 
himfelf,  by  ftepping  on  the  bank, 
he  fell  into  a  deep  part  of  the  fiver, 
and  was  drowned. 

«  .  Cambridge ►  The  founda- 

1  tion  ft  one  of  Downing  Col¬ 
lege  was  laid,  by  the  matter,  pro- 
fefibrs  and  fellows,  firft  appointed 
by  the  charter.  The  univerfity 
aftembled  in  St.  Mary’s  church, 
and  after  hearing  a  fermoo  preach* 
ed  by  the  public  orator  Dr.  Out¬ 
ran,  went  in  proceftion  to  the  fite 
©  the  intended  college.  There 
the  matter  delivered  a  fui table  ad- 
drefs  in  Latin,  and  depofited  in  the 
ft  one',  fpecimens  of  the  different 
coins  of  the  prefent  reign,  and 
placed  over  them  a  plate,  on  which 
was  engraven  an  infcription,  con¬ 
taining  a  fnort  memorial  of  the 
origin  of  the  foundation  and  the 
objects  of  the  inftitution.  Mr. 
Watts,  the  univerfity  printer,  de¬ 
poiited  in  the  ftone  the  ftrft  ftereo- 
type  plate  caft  in  this  univerfity. 

U  As  the  King  was  about 
to  mount  one  of  his  char¬ 
gers  at  Windfor,  the  horfe  reared 
up,  and  threw  his  majefty  ;  but  pro¬ 
videntially  a  chain  fixed  to  fome 
pofts  broke  the  fall,  which  might 
otherwife  have  proved  of  moft 
■  ferious  confequence.  The  king, 
rot  intimidated  by  this  accident, 
ordered  another  of  his  chargers  to 
be  brought  out,  which  he  imme. 


diately  mounted,  and  purfueH  Lr$ 
morning’s  ride  through  Windfor 
Foreft. 

Duncan,  the  gardener,  of  Clap., 
ham,  has  received  a  conditional 
pardon,  to  be  tranfported  to  Bo¬ 
tany  Bay  for  life. 

About  ri  o’clock,  a  fire 
broke  outat  Chudleigh, near 
Exeter,  which  burned  with  fuch 
fury,  that  the  whole  town,  with  the 
exception  of  feven  or  eight  houfes, 
has  been  deftroyed.  It  began  in  a 
bakehoufe,  where  it  raged  with  the 
utmeft  fury  ;  and  at  length  com¬ 
municated  to  a  houfe  containing 
two  barrels  of  gunpowder,  which 
belonged  to  a  perfon  employed  in 
blowing  up  the  rocks  ;  this  foon' 
took  fire  and  blew  up.  The  wind 
being  very  high,  and  many  houfes 
on  each  fide  of  the  ftreet  covered 
with  thatch,  the  whole  town  be¬ 
came  a  feene  of  general  conflagra¬ 
tion.  Only  one  fire-engine  could 
be  found  in  the  town,  and  that  was 
foon  after  burned.  Exeter  is  the 
neareft  place  from  which  any  aft. 
fiftance  could  be  procured ;  and 
that  being  ten  miles  diftant,  there 
was  nothing  to  flop  the  progrefs  of 
the  flames.  The  market-houfe, 
and  all  the  houfes,  except  about 
feven,  at  the  extreme  ends  of  the 
town,  were  confumed.  Fortunate¬ 
ly  no  lives  were  loft  ;  the  church, 
being  a  little  to  windward  of 
the  flames,  was  faved,  and  proved 
an  afylum  for  the  d’ftrefled  inha¬ 
bitants,  whofe  fituation  was  truly 
deplorable.  An  innkeeper,  it  is 
reported,  loft  ail  his  property, 
which,  in  cafti  and  notes,  to  a 
large  amount,  together  with  his 
books,  he  entrufted  to  a  female 
fervant  to  take  care  of ;  but  in  her 
fright  (he  carried  them  to  a  place 
fne  cannot  recollect,  and  they  are 

moil 
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Me 5ft  probuhl y  deftroyed.  The 
number  of  houfes  deftroyed  is  about 
200  *,  and  the  fire  produced  this 
extraordinary  calamity  in  four 
hours.  The  letters  add,  that  had 
it  not  been  for  the  humanity  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  adjacent  towns 
and  villages,  the  people  of  Chud- 
leigh  muft  have  perifhed  for  want 
of  food.  They  were  literally 
without  provifions  of  any  kind, 
from  Friday  morning  until  about 
two  o’clock  on  Saturday  morning, 
when  a  waggon,  loaded  with  bread 
and  beer,  arrived  from  Exeter. 
On  the  following  day,  provifions, 
ready  dreffed,  were  fent  from  the 
neighbouring  towns.  Lord  Clif¬ 
ford,  who  refides  within  a  mile 
and  a  half  of  Chudleigh,  threw 
open  his  houfe  for  the  fufferers,  and 
ordered,  on  Saturday,  feveral  fheep 
to  be  dreffed,  and  fent  to  thofe 
who  could  not  leave  the  ruins. 
Fifty  tents  were  alfo  fent  from 
Exeter,  as  a  temporary  covering 
for  thofe  who  fince  the  accident, 
have  been  obliged  to  lie  in  the 
fields.  A  fubfcription  for  their 
relief  has  alfo  been  opened  in  that 
town.  The  lofs  by  this  fire  is 
eftimated  at  upwards  of  100,000k 
of  which  not  30,000k  were  in- 
fured.  Nearly  1 500  perfons,  men, 
women,  and  children,  were  without 
home,  or  bed  to  lie  on.  The 
Lancaihire  militia,  from  Exeter, 
marched  out  to  Chudleigh,  on  Sa¬ 
turday,  to  pitch  tents,  for  their 
accommodation,  in  the  Park  field. 
Supplies  of  meat,  bread,  cheefe, 
beer,  and  money,  have  been  daily 
fent  from  Alhburton  and  Exeter, 
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for  the  prefent  relief  of  the  fuf¬ 
ferers,  and  a  great  number  of  them 
are  accommodated  with  lodging  in 
the  parifh  church. 

Another  Account. — According  to 
the  report  of  gentlemen  who  have 
infpe&ed  the  ruins  of  the  town  of 
Chudleigh,  the  whole  of  it  may  be 
faid  to  be  deftroyed,  as  there  is  not 
a  trade  nor  occupation  remaining  * 
neither  baker,  butcher,  publican, 
innkeeper,  nor  fhopkeeper,  are  left 
in  the  place.  Not  a  yard  of  cloth 
for  clothes,  not  a  rag  of  linen,  not 
a  medicine  is  left  :  in  fhort,  thofe 
who  are  fhut  out  of  home  and  {bel¬ 
ter,  amounting  to  1500  fouls,  are 
fed  by  contributions  of  bread  and 
provifions  from  the  country.  On 
the  24th,  a  cart  was  fent  from 
Exeter,  with  ten  pounds  worth  of 
bread  and  cheefe,  which  came  very 
feafonably  :  and  in  the  evening  ar¬ 
rived  tents  and  marquees  for  the 
poor  fufferers,  and  alfo  ten  guineas 
worth  of  bread,  fent  by  the  cham¬ 
ber.  Two  waggons  followed  the 
next  day,  and  on  the  26th  fubfcrip- 
tions  were  to  be  made  throughout 
Exeter.  The  fire  offices  lofe  about 
26,000k  but  the  total  lofs  exceeds 
8o,oool.  Both  inns  are  burnt  ; 
and  from  the  entrance  from  Exeter 
(where  about  nine  houfes  only  re¬ 
main,}  the  eye  fees  only  Mr. 
Bond's  houfe,  and  the  church; 
the  whole  fpace  between  is  one 
heap  of  afhes  down  to  the  gardens, 
and  they  are  literally  fcorched  up 
by  the  flames 

Additional  Particulars . — The  dif- 
trefles  of  the  inhabitants  of  Chud¬ 
leigh  were  very  great ;  whole  fa- 


*  0ne  hundred  and  eighty ;  befides  outrioufes,  many  which  were  of  greater  value 
•ehaa  the  dwelling-houks. 
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milies  being  necefiifated  to  take  re¬ 
fuge  in  adjoining  fields,  barns,  and 
the  church,  which  was  preferred, 
being  a  little  to  windward ;  one 
woman  was  delivered  of  a  child  in 
the  open  air,  and  another  in  the 
veftry  of  the  church.  Numbers 
fled  in  a  ftate  of  illnefs,  and 
the  mealies  prevailed  at  the 
time  among  the  children.  The 
cattle,  in  general,  were  preferved, 
except  lome  pigs,  and  one  fine  Aal- 
lion,  faid  to  be  worth  300  guineas, 
which  were  burnt.  We  lament  to 
hear  that  not  above  an  eighth  part 
is  infured  ;  we  underftand  the 
whole  of  infurance  on  the  proper¬ 
ty  deftroyed,  is  about  26,000!. 

At  Bicefler,  in  Oxfordfnire, 
William  White,  was  driving 
a  young  woman  in  a  gig  from 
below  Banbury,  to  fee  her  friends 
at  Brill,  he  flopped  on  the  turn¬ 
pike- road  to  give  the  horfe  fome 
com  they  had  purpofely  brought 
with  them,  and  defired  his 
fellow-traveller  to  alight,  as  he 
muft  take  off  the  bridle :  and, 
while  the  horfe  was  eating  the 
corn,  he  returned  to  the  gig  to 
take  fomething  out  of  it  ;  but,  in 
fetting  his  foot  on  the  flep,  the 
horfe  took  fright,  and  fet  off  full 
fpeed,  and  the  man’s  foot,  flipped 
through  the  iron  of  the  flep, 
which  it  was  utterly  inipofiihle  he 
could  ever  difentanglehimfelf  from  : 
by  which  means  he  was  dragged 
upwards  of  two  miles,  till  the 
turnpike-gate  at  Bicefter  flopped 
the  horfe.  Mr.  White  fnewed 
fome  faint  figns  of  life,  and  inftant- 
]y  expired. 

j  A  Aurgeon,  meafuring 
^  ’  more  than  fix  feet  in  length, 

was  taken  alive,  in  the  Hundred- 
foot-river,  near  Oxload.  A  gang 

t 


of  lighters  patting  by,  the  fwell  of 
the  water  occafioned  thereby,  fore- 
ed  the  fturgeon  near  the  bank, 
and,  immediately  on  the  water  fub- 
fiding,  it  was  left  on  the  fands ; 
which  the  watermen  obferving, 
fattened  a  line  to  its  tail,  and  con¬ 
veyed  it  to  Wifbech. 

On-board  the  Cleopatra  frigate, 
at  Halifax,  in  Nova  Scotia,  Mr. 
Longfield,  a  lieutenant  in  the  royal 
navy,  fon  of  the  celebrated  phyfu 
cian  of  that  name  in  Cork,  de.ftroy- 
ed  himfelf.  He  had  had,  fome 
months  flnce,  a  difpute  with  a 
Mr.  Dawes,  the  ftore-keeper  of 
the  dock-yard  there  ;  in  which,  it 
is  faid,  he  called  him  a  dirty  fel¬ 
low.  Dawes  made  a  complaint  to 
the  comimflioner,  who  referred  him 
to  the  admiral.  Longfield  fuffer- 
ed  clofe  confinement  for  6  months  y 
but  was  at  laft  releafed,  and  did 
his  duty.  However,  on  frefh  ap¬ 
plication  to  the  admiral,  while  he 
was  drefling  to  dine  with  fome: 
brother  officers  on  board  the  Mer¬ 
maid,  he  was  informed,  he  mutt 
either  make  an  apology,  or  fland 
his  trial.  From  his  former  Of¬ 
ferings,  and  the  irritation  cf  the 
moment,  he  went  to  his  cabin,  dif- 
charged  a  piftol  through  his  heart, 
and  inflantly  expired,  much  lament¬ 
ed  by  the  officers  of  the  fleet  in 
general.  ' 

At  night,  fome  villains  attempt¬ 
ed  to  rob  a  waggon  as  it  was  paf- 
fing  through  Broad  St.  Giles’s  y 
and,  in  endeavouring  to  apprehend 
them,  a  watchman  and  two  refpeft- 
able  young  men  were  wounded,  fo 
that  their  lives  were  defpaired  of. 
Mr.  Flint,  one  of  the  churchwar¬ 
dens  of  St.  Giles,  attended  on 
Thurfday  morning  at  Bow  Street 
and  gave  information  to  Mr.  Read 
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the  eircumftance,  who  fent  a 
clerk  to  take  the  wounded  mens* 
teftimony,  in  cafe  of  their  death.  ' 
^  ,  At  Alcandridge,  near 

J°[  ^  Wexford,  in  Ireland,  John 
Colclough,  Efq,  one  of  the  candi¬ 
dates  to  represent  that  county  at 
the  late  general  election,  was  kil¬ 
led  in  a  duel.  An  unhappy  mif- 
underftanding  had  taken  place  be¬ 
tween  Mr.  Colclough  and  Mr. 
William  Congreve  Alcock,  another 
candidate,  which  they  agreed  to 
decide  in  the  held,  whither  they 
went  with  their  feconds,  followed 
by  a  vail  crowd  of  fpeftators :  they 
fired  by  command,  and  fo  exactly 
together,  that  their  two  piftols 
made  but  one  report.  Mr.  CoR 
plough  fell,  and  never  moved  a 
tnufcle  after  ;  his  adverfary’s  ball 
had  palled  through  his  heart. 
The  body  was  carried  to  the  town 
of  Wexford,  where  the  coroner’s 
jury  fat,  and  found,  fpeciallv,  that 
' ‘  John  Colclough  died  by  a  ball 
fired  from  a  piftol  by  W.  0.  Al- 
cock,  vEfq.”  The  body  was  mov¬ 
ed  to  Tintern  Abbey,  the  ancient 
feat  of  the  Colcldughs,  for  inter¬ 
ment. 

>  ' 

Di  ed.™~ -At  Shrewfoury,  Amelia 
Butcher,  aged  104. 

At  Birmingham,  aged  102  ; 
Elizabeth  Linegar,  a  poor  wo¬ 
man. 


JUNE. 

r  This  night  about  11,  a 
^  *  difpute  arofe  at  a  public- 

houfe,  the  fign  of  the  Unicorn,  in 
Scale-lane,  in  Hull,  between  Tho¬ 
mas  Riggs,  mailer  of  a  Wakefield 
iloop,  and  Thomas  Parker,  alfo  a 
mariner,  in  the  Knottingley  trade. 
The  parties,,  in  confequence,  agreed 
Vql.  XLIX.  or  Vox.,  VII.  Ne 
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to  adjourn  to  Scale-lane  quay  to 
fight ;  when,  after  a  quarter  of  an 
hour’s  contention,  Parker  loft  his 
life.  The  body  was  immediately- 
brought  back  to  the  public.houfe, 
and  endeavours  ufed  to  reitore  ani¬ 
mation. 

The  fall  of  rain  in  the  ^  , 
neighbourhood  ofStamford,  " 
which  continued  airnoft  without 
in  term  iff  on  from  yefterday  morn¬ 
ing  til]  this  evening,  occalioned 
the  higheft  flood  in  .the  fens  than 
has  been  experienced  thefe  eight 
years.  On  the  levels  of  Croyland 
and  Spalding  the  waters  had  for 
many  fquare  miles  the  appearance 
bf  a  fea,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
ifolated  houfes  were  obliged  to 
betake  themfelves  to  tlieir  garrets* 
for  prefervatiob.  Even  in  the 
town  of  Croyland  egrefs  from  tlieir 
houfes  were  for  many  hours  denied 
to  the  inhabitants.  The  lofs  fuf- 
tained  by  the  fen  farmers  is  very- 
great  ;  not  fo  much  in  Hock  (of 
which  we  do  not  hear  of  many  be¬ 
ing  loft,  owing  to  timely*  remov* 
al),  as  in  the  '  coming  cropping, 
and  in  the  fields"^  laid  for  hay* 
Many  perfons  have  loft  their  fecond 
feed  and  labour  to  enfure  a  harveft ; 
the  flood  feme  fhort  time  ago  hav¬ 
ing  made  it  neceftary  to  re-fow  the 
lands  which  had  been  inundated. 
The  roads  In  many  diftrlds  were 
completely  impalpable.  Even  on 
the  great  north  road  the  waters 
were  fo  much  out,  that  the  Edin¬ 
burgh  m,ail  coach  was  on  Sunday 
morning  detained  fix  hours  at  Cax- 
ton.  The  water  on  the  road  near 
Ximbolton  turnpike  was  fo  ftrong* 
that  a  perfon  endeavouring  to  ride 
along  it  this  afternoon  was.,  with  his 
horfe,  overpowered  by  the  ftream5 
and  with  difficulty  fayed,  after 
hanging  a  long  while  by  the  bougli 
w  Series,  f  J>  of 
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of  a  tree*  which  he  providentially 
caught  hold  of.— At  Great  Slaogh- 
ton,  a.  village  about  four  miles  from 
Kdmbokon,  towards  London,  a 
man,  belonging  to  a  grocer  at 
Godmanchefter,  who  had  been  to 
Kimbolton  with  articles  in  that 
line,  on  his  return  in  the  evening, 
before  dark,  in  attempting  10  pafs 
the  bridge,  had  his  horfe  over¬ 
powered  by  the  If  ream,  and  both 
were  drowned.  —  The  town  of 
Kimbolton  was  on  Sunday  morning 
nearly  under  water.  Mr.  Palmer, 
a  tanner  of  that  place,  has  fufiained 
damage  to  the  amount  of  300I. 
At  Elton -houfe,  the  feat  of  the 
Earl  o £  Carysford,  the  water  was 
two  feet  eight  inches  deep  in  the 
fervants*  balk 

Mr.  Wade,  principal  ar- 
tificer  at  the  Marquis  of 
Bath’s  featatLongleat,  was  drown¬ 
ed.  A  failing-boat,  pur  chafed  at 
Portfmouth,  was  brought  down  to 
the  lake  at  Longleat,  under  the 
care  of  a  Teaman,  and  was  rigged 
and  fitted  oat  under  his  direction. 
He  had  employed  more  than  ten 
days  m  making  the  neceffary  pre¬ 
parations,  and  the  launch  took 
place  this  day.  It  was  then  in¬ 
tended  to  work  her  up  to  her  an¬ 
chorage  in  the  middle  of  the  water, 
when  file  unfortunately  upfet. 
There  were  five  perfons  in  her  ; 
the  Tailor,  another  man  who  had 
formerly  been  in  the  fea-fervice,  a 
labourer  and  his  Ton,  and  Mr. 
“Wade,  A  boat,  with  feveral 
perfons  in  her,  followed  clofe,  to. 
afford  any  a  hi  fiance  that  might  be 
required,  and  coming  immediately 
to  the  foot,  took  up  the  labourer's 
foo.  Another  boat,  which  was 
at  a  didance,  came  up  and  faved 
the  labourer  :  but  the  two  mariners 
an4  Mr,  Wade  were  drowjied* 


Mr.  W.  has  left  a  wife  and  eight 
children. 

,  An  accident  happened 
s  *  *  this  day  at  Swanfea,  which 

has  thrown  that  town  into  the 
deepdt  melancholy  : — A  boat  went 
out  into  the  bay,  for  the  purpofe 
of  feeing  a  boat  race,  and  funk 
about  a  mile  off  the  eaftern  pier  ; 
and  of  the  1 1  perfons  who  embark¬ 
ed  in  her  only  four  were  faved. 
The  fiirieks  and  confirmation  of 
the  friends  and  relatives  of  thofe 
who  were  in  the  bay  cannot  be 
expreffed.  The  fufferers  are  Capt. 
Logan,  Adjutant  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales's  Fufileers,  who  has  left  a 
wife  and  four  children  ;  Mr.  Tho- 
masya  clerk  in  the  cuftom-houfe,and. 
Adjutant  of  the  Forefi  Volunteers ; 
Mr.  Collier,  of  Hendrevoylan  ; 
and  Mr.  Williams,  his  brother- 
in-law,  a  merchant  of  London ; 
both  of  whom  have  left  families  ; 
the  eldeff  fon  of  Mr.  Syivefter, 
furgeon,  a  promifing  youth  of 
fourteen ;  Mr,  Bagot,  jun.  of 
Abergavenny,  clerk  to  Mr.  Robt. 
Thomas  of  Swanfea  ;  and  a  boy 
of  about  15,  fon  of  Jeremiah  Wil¬ 
liams,  one  of  the  pilots  of  that 
port,  who  was  employed  to  afiifi  in 
failing  the  boat.  Capt.  Roberts 
and  the  other  fur v Ivors  all  owe 
their  lives  to  their  being  expert 
fwimmers,  as  they  were  near  an 
hour  in  the  water  before  any  boat 
could  reach  them. 

This  afternoon,  on  the 
road  leading  towards 
Hsffneate.  a  Mifs  Wilfon  and 
a  Mifs  Simpfon  were  overturned 
in  a  curricle.  There  was  a  fer- 
vant  in  a  box  behind,  and 
Mifs  Wilfon  was  driving  a  fpirit- 
ed  horfe  at  a  great  rate.  On  the 
other  fide  of  I  fling  ton,  the  off- 
rein,  by  which  the  horfe  was  guid- 
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eels  very  unfortunately  became  uni 
buckled,  and  the  Htuation  of  the 
ladies  became  defperate.  The  ani¬ 
mal,  inconfequenceof  their  fhrieks, 
It  is  fuppofed,  darted  off  at  full 
fpeed  towards  Highgate  ;  and  the 
lervant,  with  the  utmcff  difficulty, 
alighted  from  behind  ;  but  he  was 
unable  to  keep  pace  with  the 
horfe  ;  the  carriage  was  at  length 
violently  overturned,  by  which 
Mifs  Wilfon,  befides  having  re¬ 
ceived  bruifes  which  alone  were 
fufficient  to  deprive  her  of  life,  had 
her  arm  broken,  and  her  head 
fradluredL  This  young  lady  was 
from  the  north,  and  had  come  to 
London  on  a  vifit  to  fome  rela¬ 
tions,  who  lived  near  Moorfields. 
The  other  lady,  being  clofe  to  the 
upper  fide  of  the  carriage  when  it 
overturned,  efcaped  without  ferious 
injury. 

j  An  order  of  council  was 
*  A°  blued,  for  the  releafe  of  all 
Hamburgh  and  Bremen  {hips  and 
goods,  now  detained  in  Britifh 
ports,  and  for  permitting  all  fuch 
fhips  to  trade  to  or  from  any  of 
the  ports  of  this  kingdom,  to  any 
ports  not  Hridly  blockaded,  and 
to  or  from  one  neutral  port  to 
another.  It  is  faid,  that  this  mea- 
fure  has  been  adopted,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  enemy  having  re- 
ieafed  the  Britilh  property  which 
was  fo  anjuftly  feized  at  Hamburgh 
and  Bremen. 

^  t  At  Ballyrankin,  near 
°  *  Ferns,  in  Ireland,  Mr, 
John  Rice,  with  feveral  others, 
landing  round  the  mouth  of  one 
of  his  brother’s  lime-kilns,  and 
obferving  a  cinder,  he  imprudently 
leaped  on  it,  and  the  kiln  not  hav¬ 
ing  been  drawn  for  fome  time  be¬ 
fore,  and  the  Hones  moftly  burnt 
into  lime,  heinftantly  went  down, 
and,  before  any  affiftance  could  be 
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given,  was  burnt  to  death.  Every 
means,  however,  were  ufed  to  re¬ 
cover  the  body,  by  throwing  water 
on  the  kiln,  and  afterwards  pul¬ 
ling  it  down.  When  they  effe&ed 
their  purpofe,  it  was  a  mod  Ihock- 
ing  fpedacle,  being  Nearly  reduced 
to  a  cinder. 

Confefjlon  of  Guilt ,  &c.—  ,, 

John  Leach  has  been  com-  21  * 
mitted  to  MaidHone  gaol,  on  his 
own  confeffion,  for  an  affault  and 
murder  on  the  body  of  Elizabeth 
Vaughan,  more  than  three  years 
ago,  near  Lynn,  in  Norfolk.  He 
Hates,  that  he  lodged  at  the  houfe 
of  a  perfon  near  Lynn,  who  had 
two  girls,  one  of  whom  was  be¬ 
tween  nine  and  ten  years  of  age. 
He  one  day  faw  her  at  play  in  an 
orchard,  enticed  her  from  her  com¬ 
panions,  and,  drawing  her  towards 
a  wood,  at  fome  diHance,  began 
to  take  indecent  liberties ;  the  girl 
was  alarmed,  and  cried  out  for  af- 
fiflance  y  he  then  threw  her  on  the 
ground,  and  pulling  up  a  quantity 
of  grdfs,  Huffed  it,  with  the  dirt 
that  was  hanging  to  It,  into  her 
mouth  ;  and  having  thus  deprived 
her  of  utterance,  he  fucceeded  in 
violating  her  perfon.  To  com¬ 
plete  the  horrid  buHnefs,  he  Hab- 
bed  the  child  feveral  times  in  her 
body,  and  at  lafl  put  an  end  to  her 
exiHence,  by  beating  her  on  the 
head  with  a  large  branch  of  a  tree* 
A  rabbit-warren  was  near  the 
place,  to  which  he  carried  the 
body,  and  enlarging  one  of  the 
burrows,  crammed  it  in,  coveting; 
up  the  opening  with  buflies  and 
rubbiih.  He  fome  time  after¬ 
wards  enlifled  with  a  pa#ty  of 
marines,  and  was  foon  after  drafted, 
or  board  the  Monkey  gun -brig, 
but  Hates,  that  he  was  always  mb 
ferable,  and  had  feveral  times  at¬ 
tempted  m  deHroy  himfelfs  hi.$ 
*  D  2  anxiety 
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anxiety  and  horror  at  laft  became 
fo  infupportable,  that,  on  Friday, 
he  made  a  confeftion  to  ferjeant- 
major  Kreufe,  who  is  bound  to 
appear  againft  him  at  the  Norfolk 
affixes. 

Lately  was  opened  for  the  pub¬ 
lic  reception  of  merchants  veifels, 
the  grand  Surrey  canal  dock  at  Ro- 
therhithe,  amidft  the  acclamations 
of  the  populace,  and  a  numerous  af- 
femblage  of  the  gentlemen  proprie¬ 
tors,  who  afterwards  refit  ing  to  the 
London  tavern,  dined  and  fpent 
the  evening  with  conviviality. 
The  veffels  entered  the  dock  under 
a  falute  of  cannon,  dreamers  fly¬ 
ing,  with  a  martial  band  of  mufic, 
playing  popular  airs.  This  dock 
or  bafon  from  its  extenfive  capaci¬ 
ty  will  contain  about  100  fail  of 
fquare-pgged  veffels  at  any 
draught  of  water  in  which  they 
can  approach  the  pool.  This  pub¬ 
lic  work  was  firft  fuggeffed  and 
laid  out  by  Mr.  Dodd,  the  engi¬ 
neer,  and  an  a 61  of  parliament  im¬ 
mediately  after  obtained  for  its 
execution.  The  dock  and  main 
line  of  canal  and  collateral  cuts 
are  as  follows.  The  fn ip  dock 
immediately  communicating  with 
the  river  Thames,  a  little  below 
the  King’s  Mills,  Rotherhithe, 
gives  admiffion  into  the  grand 
dock  or  bafon.  On  the  north, 
fouth,  eaft,  and  weft  fide  of  the 
latter,  is  an  extenfive  ftte  for 
building  wharfs,  warehoufes,  &c. ; 
and  in  the  centre  of  the  dock  or 
bafon  a  large  illand  for  the  fame 
purpofe,  to  which  there  is  accefs 
by  a  draw-bridge.  The  conve¬ 
nience  of  this  dock  for  the  eresftion 
of  warehoufes,  granaries,  depots 
for  coals,  &c.  fo  near  the  metro¬ 
polis,  fufficiently  fpeak  for  its 
utility.  The  main  line  of  canal 
jpaffmig  from  the  dock,  or  bafon  runs 


nearly  in  a  fouth  line  on  the  weft 
of  Deptford,  and  from  thence  in  a 
weft  line  croffmg  the  Kent,  Cam¬ 
berwell,  and  Clapham  roads,  en¬ 
ters  the  Thames  again  at  Vaux- 
hall  creek,  a  little  above  the  ftte 
where  the  intended  ftone  bridge, 
now  before  parliament,  is  propofed 
to  be  carried  over  the  Thames.. 
Attached  to  this  main  line  is  a 
collateral  cut  to  Pe^kham,  Horfe*. 
monger-lane,  Southwark,  and 
Butt-lane,  Deptford ;  the  whole 
of  this  range  of  eight  miles  is 
upon  one  entire  level,  without  a 
lock,  and  peninfulates  the  fouth  of 
the  metropolis,  with  which  the 
Croydon  canal  forms  a  junction, 
that  is  propofed  to  be  finifned  in 
the  courfe  of  this  fummer,  with 
the  part  of  the  main  line  before 
defcribed,  now  that  the  dock  has 
opened  a  communication  with  the 
Thames.  The  upper  lines  and 
levels  of  this  canal  extend  from 
Kennington  common,  along  the 
walh-way,  to  Rufhey  green,  Stock- 
well,  palling  in  the  vicinity  of 
Clapham  and  Tooting  to  Mitcham. 
The  company  of  proprietors  arst 
now  applying  to  parliament  -to 
make  a  collateral  cut  from  the 
Bricklayer’s  Arms  to  the  main  line 
of  the  canal  near  where  it  croffei 
the  Kent  road,  for  the  ufe  of  paf- 
fage-boats,  by  which  means  much 
facility  will  be  given  to  perfons 
pafting  from  London  to  Peckham, 
Deptford,  Greenwich,  and  parts 
adjacent ;  as  well  as  to  Croydon,  and 
hereafter  to  morediftant  parts  of  the 
country.  The  capability  of  ex¬ 
tending  this  line  to  Portfmouth, 
has  been  afcertained  and  furveyed 
by  the  engineer ;  who  propofed  a 
route  through  Guildford,  Farn- 
ham,  Alton,  and  Alresford,  to 
Winchefter,  there  to  join  the  river 
Itching,  which  is  navigable  from 

Southampton 
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Southampton  to  that  place.  And 
if  they  joined  the  Bafingftoke 
canal  at  Shepperton,  there  would 
be  very  little  cutting  required  to 
form  a  junction  with  Alresford 
and  Southampton,  thus  opening  an 
ex  ten  live  communication  with  our 
naval  arfenals  at  PortfmoUth,  and 
thofe  of  the  counties  of  Surrey 
and  Kent. 

,  An  aCtion  againft  Dr. 

7  Wolcott,  alias  Peter  Pin¬ 
dar,  for  crim.  con.  with  a  Mrs. 
Knight,  of  Camden  Town,  came 
on  in  the  court  of  King’s  Bench. 
It  appeared  that  Mrs.  Knight  ufed 
to  hold  bacchanalian  revels  with 
the  defendant,  and  take  theatrical 
ieffons.  On  one  oceafion,  when 
the  parties  had  devoted  themfelves 
to  Bacchus  and  Thalia,  the  de¬ 
fendant  was  furprifed  with  one 
arm  round  the  neck  of  his  pupil, 
and  the  other  on  or  about  her 
knee.  The  fcene  was  attributed 
to  the  rehearfal  of  a  dramatic  part ; 
and,  as  it  did  not  appear  that  the 
adultery  was  proved,  the  jury 
found  a  verdidt  for  the  defendant. 
The  defendant  is  turned  of  70, 
almoft  blind,  and  very  infirm  ;  the 
plaintiff’s  wife  is  a  handfome 
young  woman  of  twenty-fix. 

'  Mr.  Sanderfon,  a  young- 

gentleman  belonging  to  a 
mercantile  houfe  in  the  city,  was 
riding,  in  company  with  a  friend, 
to  Finchley,  in  Middlefex,  his 
horfe  took  fright,  and  ran  at  full 
fpeed  down  a  narrow-lane,  at  the 
termination  of  which  was  a  gate. 
Fearing  the  animal  would  attempt 
to  clear  this  obftrudtion,  he  threw 
himfelf  from  the  faddle,  by  which 
he  received  fuch  a  fevere  blow  as 
to  render  him  infenfible.  Surgical 
atfiftance  being  procured,  anima¬ 
tion  was  fpeedily  refiored,  and  the 
|ear  of  dangerous  confequences 


fubfided.  But  on  his  return  to 
town  in  the  evening,  he  complained 
of  mod  excruciating  pains  in  his 
head,  which  continued  till  the  fol¬ 
lowing  afternoon,  when  he  ex¬ 
pired. 

Lately,  Robert  Dickenfon,  a. 
farmer,  near  Allandale,  in  Nor¬ 
thumberland,  took  the  defperate 
refolution  of  making  away  with 
himfelf,  which  he  effected  in  the 
following  manner:  he  procured  a 
gun-barrel,  which  he  had  loaded 
with  powder  and  fhot,  and  having 
placed  the  flock-end  in  the  fire,  he 
leaned  with  his  belly  againft  the 
other;  in  this  pofition  he  awaited 
the  dreadful  moment.  When  the 
barrel  became  hot,  an  explofion 
took  place,  by  which  he  was  fnot 
through  the  body.  He  had  for 
fome  time  before  been  in  the  habit 
of  excefiive  drinking,  which  had 
impaired  his  intellects,  and  proba¬ 
bly  produced  a  derangement  which 
led  to  the  commiffion  of  the  above 
horrid  deed. 

Died. — At  Leeds,  Mrs,  Ma« 
ria  Price,  aged  102. 

At  Worftead,  Mrs.  Ann  Millar, 
late  of  Yarmouth,  102.  During 
her  life,  the  uniform  mildnefs  of 
her  manners,  her  found  underftand- 
iiig,  and  fincere  piety,  rendered 
her  an  objedt  of  efteem  and  reve¬ 
rence.  She  retained  her  faculties 
to  the  laft  moments  of  her  long 
protradted  life. 


JULY. 


Her  royal  highnefs  the  , 
duchefs  of  Brunfwick  (After  7  llc 
to  his  majefty)  landed  at  Gravef- 
end  this  morning.  Previous  to 
her  landing,  at  half  paft  eight 
o’clock,  the  princefs  of  Wales 
(her  daughter)  arrived  from  Black- 
*  L>  3  heath* 
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heath.  The  Interview  between 
the  above  auguft  and  royal  perfon- 
ages,  on  board  the  {hip,  1  ailed  up¬ 
wards  of  two  hours.  At  length, 
exadly  at  eleven  o’clock,  the 
ilandard  was  ftruck,  and  removed 
po  the  barge,  in  which  the  princefs 
fat  on  the  left  of  her  mother-  Re¬ 
peated  difcharges  of  cannon  on  all 
iides  took  place  during  her  ap- 
preach  to  the  Chore,  Captain 
Owen  had  previoufly  rowed  alhore 
to  receive  her  royal  highnefs.  All 
deferiptions  of  perfons  were  anx¬ 
ious  to  pay  their  refpedtful  at¬ 
tention,  and  vied  with  each  other 
in  the  mode  of  evincing  it.  The 
princefs  firft  landed,  and  bowed 
mofi  gracefully  and  courteoufy  to 
the  furrounding  fpeflators.  When 
the  venerable  duchefs  who  was  led 
by  Captain  Owen,  reached  the 
platform,  the  mayor  and  town 
clerk  advanced  towards  her,  when 
the  latter  read  the  following  con¬ 
gratulatory  add  refs  « 

'  iS  We,  his  Majefty’s  moll  du¬ 
tiful  andloyal  fubjefts,  the  mayor, 
jurats,  and  common  councillors, 
p£  the  corporation  of  Gravefend 
and  Milton,  molt  humbly  beg 
leave  to  offer  our  congratulations 
upon  your  royal  highnefs’s  fafe  re*, 
turn 'to  the  dominions  of  our  be¬ 
loved  fove  reign, 

£f  Called  upon,  at  the  fuddep, 
to  exprefs  our  feelings,  we  are 
little  able  to  do  juilice  to  them, 
but  they  are  not  the  lefs  fincere. 

f‘  We  entreat  your  royal  high- 
pefis  to  believe,  that  his  majefly 
has  not  any  fubjefts  who  more  fer¬ 
vently  wi(h  a  continuance  of  that 
taj  pinefs,  wrhich  muff,  upon  this 
©ccafion,  be  mutually  felt  by  your 
jopai  highnefs  and  the  excellent 
princefs  your  daughter.’3 

The  princefs  of  Wales  earthed 
loy/ly  at  the  concluding  fentence. 


The  duchefs  was,  throughout, 
very  fenfibly  affefted;  and  not- 
withftanding  her  tears  and  agita¬ 
tion,  replied  in  the  following  £m~ 
preffive  terms 

(e  You  will  ealily  believe,  fir* 
that  my  feelings  alfo  are  too  great* 
on  this  ©ccafion,  to  exprefs  them 
as  I  could  wifh  ;  I  heartily  thank 
you  all.’s 

The  duchefs  then  proceeded  to 
her  carriage,  in  which  the  princefs 
was  ready  to  receive  her,  and  drove 
to  Blaekbeath. — -Tuefday,  the 
duchefs  of  York  paid  a  vifit  to  the 
duchefs  of  Bfunfwick  ;  on  Wed- 
nefday,  the  princefs  Charlotte  of 
Wales ;  and  on  Thurfday,  the 
king  likewife  paid  a  vifit  to  his 
royal  filler.  The  effeff  ©£  the 
meeting,  after  a  feparation  of  40 
years,  may  be  better  conceived 
than  defended. 

In  the  courfe  of  1806,  among 
the  deaths  ip  Rulfia,  there  were— - 
1  between  145  $:  1 5oyrs.of  age 

1  — -  430&i35  -r— 

4  r-  -  1 25  &  230  — » 

6  120&125  — 

32  — — -  2  15  &  320  —  ■■■- 

2  6  — —  1 1  o  &  1 1 5  — - 

86  —  305&U0  — - 

137  — ■ —  IG0&105  — 

1134  —  95  Sc  100  - 

Mr.  Weldon,  a  gentleman  of 
confequence  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Longport,  Wilts,  had  invited  a 
party  to  dine,  and  pigeon-fhooting 
was  introduced  as  the  morning. di¬ 
ver  lien.  The  vifitors  divided 
themfelves,  and  formed  a  match  ; 
but,  unfortunately,  on  the  third 
'  bird  being  let  loofe  from  the  trap, 
the  diverfion  ended  in  the  death  of 
one  of  the  company.  The  bird 
had  taken  a  winding  direction  to 
the  left,  and  the  gentleman  who 
fhot  lodged  a  part  of  the  contents 
of  his  piece  in  the  body  of  a  Mr. 
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jacques,  who  was  Handing  about 
80  yards  from  him,  in  a  parallel 
direction,  and  acting  the  part  of 
what  is  technically  called  an  out- 
fcout ;  which  accident  he  furvived 
only  a  few  hours. 

Manchester,  18.  This  day  be¬ 
ing  the  anniverfary  of  feveral 
friendly  focieties,  the  members  of 
one  called  the  Orange  Club,  con¬ 
fiding  of  Irifh  Preteftants,  attend¬ 
ed  fervice  at  the  Collegiate  church  ; 
but,  in  proceeding  from  thence, 
they  were  attacked  by  a  number 
of  their  countrymen,  (Roman  Ca¬ 
tholics)  armed  with  bludgeons, 
&c.  near  High.ftreet;  when  a 
rencontre  took  place,  whereip  fe¬ 
veral  were  wounded,  fome  of  whom 
were  fent  to  the  Infirmary.  Seven 
or  eight  of  the  ringleaders  were 
apprehended,  and  lodged  in  the 
New  Bally  prifon.  The  military 
remained  on  duty  ail  night. 

Hitchin ,  19.  A  terrible  fire 
broke  out  at  Stevenage,  on  Fri¬ 
day  the  10th  inft.  about  noon, 
(faid  to  be  owing  to  the  careleffhefs 
of  a  woman  in  throwing  out  hot 
allies  into  a  yard  where  there  was 
fome  draw),  and  burnt  with  fuch 
fury,  that  by  eight  in  the  evening, 
when  it  was  only  got  under  by 
pulling  down  three  cottages,  it 
had  totally  dedroyed  34  dwelling- 
houfes,  a  number  of  barns  and 
ourhoufes,  12  large  ricks  of  hay, 
a  quantity  of  corn  and  malt, 
houfehold  furniture,  clothes,  tools, 
feveral  fat  hogs,  and  a  great  deal 
of  poultry  ;  leaving  upwards  of 
30  families  totally  deditute  of  ha¬ 
bitations,  food,  and  even  raiment, 
except  what  they  had  on  their 
backs.  The  ruins  continued  Rook¬ 
ing  and  burning  through  that 
night,  Saturday,  and  part  of  Sun¬ 
day,  when,  about  four  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  a  breeze  fpringing  up,  the 
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fire  again  broke  out  in  a  malting, 
near  which  were  three  large  ricks 
of  hay  ;  thefe  were  entirely  con- 
fumed,  together  with  the  making, 
a  quantity  of  malt,  and  a  waggon 
which  flood  loaded- with  20  quar¬ 
ters,  the  dames  fp  read  ing  fo  fad 
as  to  prevent  them  putting  in  the 
horfes  to  draw  it  out.  Fortunately 
this  was  the  lad  effort  of  the  de¬ 
vouring  element ;  in  the  courfe  of 
the  night  and  next  day  it  was 
completely  extinguished.  The  lofs 
is  valued  at  10,500k  of  which 
7000k  is  infured  ;  to  make  up  the 
remainder,  the  contributions  of  the 
humane  and  charitable  are  to  be 
folicited.  Mr.  Cafs,  of  the  Swan, 
was  a  very  great  fufferer  indeed  ; 
the  whole  of  his  rick-yard,  con¬ 
taining  nine  large  ricks  of  hay  and 
two  .  of  draw,  has  been  entirely 
confiimed,  and  his  furniture  fo  da¬ 
maged  by  being  removed  as  to  be 
almoft  fpoiied  :  he  is  infured,  but 
not  to  the  amount  of  his  lofs.  The 
Hitchin  volunteers  gained  great 
credit  for  their  fteady  behaviour  in 
mounting  guard  over  the  property 
that  was  Caved. 

An  abominable  confpiracy  ^ 
has  been  detefled  among  the 
28th  foot,  compofed  chiefly  of 
Irifhmen,  Rationed  at  Malden. 
The  confpirators  having  heard  that 
many  of  our  foldiefs  were  afHFfed 
with  the  ophthalmia,  which  occa- 
honed  blind nefs,  originated  a  re¬ 
port  that  the  complaint  was  infec¬ 
tious,  and  that  about  300  of  that 
regiment  had  experienced  its  ef¬ 
fects.  Many  exhibited  every  ap¬ 
pearance  of  this  calamity ;  fome 
were  totally  blind,  and  others  had 
fuffered  the  lofs  of  an  eye.  Go¬ 
vernment  became  alarmed  at  the 
affair,  and  furgeons  were  fent  to 
invefiigate  the  difordet*.  Some 
men  were  difeharged,  and  others 

*  D  penfiooed, 
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penfioned  and  fent  to  Chelfea.  It 
appears,  from  the  confeflion  of  one 
who  became  an  evidence  againft 
the  reft,  that  the  blindnefs  was 
temporary,  and  caufcd  by  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  an  ointment.  They 
were  this  day  brought  up  at 
Chelmsford  for  trial,  when  they 
all  volunteered  for  foreign  fervice, 
which  was  accepted ;  and  they 
were  marched  away  under  an  ef- 
cort. 

,  A  few  days  ft  nee,  a  lady 
3  ’  who  went  with  a  large  party 
to  the  Dargle,  in  the  county  of 
Wicklow,  obferving  a  child  of 
about  five  years  old  running  in- 
cautioufly  along  one  of  the  fteep 
walls  of  that  beautiful  though 
dangerous  place,  fprting  forward 
to  refeue  the  child  from  deftruc- 
tion,  when  her  foot  flipped,  and 
file  fell  from  a  precipice  on  a  loofe 
piece  of  ftone,  which  ftruck  her 
on  the  head,  and  occafioned  fo 
dreadful  a  fra  dure,  that  fine  died 
the  fame  evening. 

Dublin ,  23.  It  is  impoftlble 
to  deferihe  the  alarm  in  this  city, 
occafioned  by  dreadful  daps  of 
thunder,  fucceeded  by  rain,  which 
fell  in  fuch  torrents  from  three 
till  fix  this  morning,  that  it  was 
feared  the  .roofs  of  the  houfes. 
eouid  not  ftand  it;  one  houfe  in 
Smithfidd  was  completely  dafhed 
down,  it  is  fuppofed  by  a  thunder¬ 
bolt  that  hit  it, — —In  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Howth,  a  ball  of  fire  fell,  the 
appearance  of  which  created  mixed 
fenfations  of  wonder  and  alarm. 

,  This  night  as  fume  la- 
^  ‘  bearers  were  returning 
home  through  Hyde- park,  they 
difeovered  a  genteel  d  relied  man 
lying  under  a  tree  apparently  fleep- 
ing  ;  and  on  one  oft  them  attempt¬ 
ing,  as  he  fuppofed,  to  roufe  him, 
he  afeertained  the  body  to  be  a 


corpfe.  On  examining  it,  there- 
appeared  to  have  been  a  bail 
through  the  fide  of  the  head  ; 
but  very  little  blood  had  followed 0 
A  piftol  was  found  loaded  in  a  fide 
pocket.  The  body  was  owned  by1 
a  foreigner  ;  and  the  unfortunate 
man,  whole  name  was  Talliet,  was 
a  French  teacher  at  a  boarding- 
fchool,  a  few  miles  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  London.  He  was  one  of 
the  progeny  of  a  French  noble, 
who  emigrated  with  his  country¬ 
men  at  the  time  of  the  French  re¬ 
volution.  The  deceafed  has  left  a 
good  deal  of  property  ;  and  it  is 
fuppofed  that  a  temporary  derange- 
ment  led  him  to  his  fad  fate.  ' 


At  Tiverfhall  colliery, 
Nottinghamfhire,  as  Peter  ^ 
Smith,  and  his  fon  Samuel,  were 
cleanfing  the  water-way  in  a  pit 
that  had  not  been  worked  for  fome 
time,  fymptoms  of  the  damp  ap¬ 
peared,  and  they  came  up  to  the 
top,  when  Peter  recollecting  that 
they  had  left  a  fpade  in  the  works, 
his  fon  returned  to  fetch  it, 
brought  it  to  the  bottom  of  the 
flvaft,  and  got  into  the  trunk  in 
order  to  be  drawn  up  to  the  top 
by  the  father.  The  latter  had 
fcarcely  raifed  him  from  the 
ground,  before  the  foul  air  had  fo 
powerful  an  eftedt  upon  the  fon,- 
that  he  fell  from  the  trunk  ;  the 
father  called  for  aftiftance,  and 
urged  on  by  parental  feelings,  he 
infilled  upon  being  immediately  let 
down,  in  hopes  of  laving  him.  He 
fell  from  the  trunk  in  which  he  was 
defeending,  and  both  fhared  the  fame 
fate.  Thedampcontiiiuedfo  ftrong, 
that  feveral  hours  elapfed  before  the 
bodies  could  begot  out. 

This  evening,  paymaf-  ^  , 
ter-ferjeant -Miller,  of  the 
3d  regiment  of  Foot-guards,  went 
into  the  coffee-room  of  the  Gol- 

den-ciofs, 
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den-crofs,  Charing-crofs,  and  cal¬ 
led  for  fupper  ;  after  he  had  taken 
it,  he  ordered  a  bed,  faying  he 
fhould  deep  there,  as  he  was  going 
off  in  the  morning  by  the  Dover 
coach  ;  and  when  he  went  to  bed, 
hedeftred  to  be  called  a  fhort  time 
before  the  Dover  coach  went  off, 
which  was  accordingly  done  ;  he 
anfwered,  but  did  not  come  out 
of  his  bed  room,  and  the  coach 
went  off  without  him.  After 
hr*akfaft,  when  the  chambermaid 
went  into  his  bed- room,  for  the 
purpofe  of  making  his  bed  (fup- 
poling  him  to  be  gone  out),  fhe 
found  him  fufpended  by  a  fheet,  by 
bis  neck,  from  the  top  of  the  bed- 
ftead.  The  girl  gave  the  alarm  ; 
be  was  cut  down,  and  medical  af- 
fiftance  was  procured,  but  in  vain. 
It  is  fuppofed  that  an  embarraff- 
ment  in  his  regimental  accompts 
ivas  the  caufe  of  the  rafh  aCt. 

’  0  ,  Sarah  Parker,  a  well- 

28th.  .  cry 

known  unfortunate  demale, 
whofe  walks  at  nights  ufed  to  be  in 
Leicefter-fquare,  was  bui;nt  to 
death.  About  twelve  o'clock  fhe 
retired  to  her  apartment,  in  Blue 
Crofs-ftreer,  which  was  a  front 
loom  on  the  fecond  floor.  Her 
fcreams  attracted  the  notice  of 
fome  perfons  in  the  ftreet,  who, 
on  looking  up  to  the  place  where 
they  heard  them,  beheld  the  poor 
unfortunate  woman  enveloped  in 
flames  from  head  to  foot  ;  her 
room  door,  which  fhe  had  fecured 
on  the  inflde,  was  forced  open; 
when  (he  lay  on  the  floor  writhing 
tv.ith  pain,  and  her  deaths  all  burnt 
d£k;  the  flooring  had ?  begun  to 
take  fire,  when  providentially  the 
watchmen  arrived,  who  flopped  the 
prog  refs  of  the  flames.  She  was 
taken  to  the  Middlefex  hofpital, 
where  fhe  foon  died.  ; 


Mrs.  Francis  threw  her-  « 
felf  out  of  a  two  pair  of  * 
flairs  window,  in  Crown-court, 
Ruflel-ftreet,  Covent-garden.  She 
was  more  than  70  years  old,  and 
of  very  genteel  connexions,  but 
had  been  in  a  defponding  flate  for 
fome  time  pa  ft,  and  had  been  feen 
by  a  perfon  in  the  oppoliie  houfe 
attempting  to  get  out  of  the  front 
window  more  than  once,  who  ac¬ 
cordingly  gave  the  alarm.  She  had 
every  thing  comfortable  about  her, 
and  money  in  her  pocket. 

at  Norwich,  purfuant  to  her 
fentence,  for  the  wilful  and  (hock¬ 
ing  murder  of  her  hufband,  Mar¬ 
tha,  wife  of  Samuel  Alden,  of 
A.ttleburgh.  Before  and  during 
her  trial,  fhe  appeared  in  a  moll 
hardened  and  depraved  ftate  ;  but, 
after  condemnation,  fhe  confefied 
to  have  committed  the  crime  in 
the  following  manner  : — (<  That, 
on  the  night  of  Saturday,  July 
18th,  fhe  and  her  hufband  (who 
was  at  the  time  a  good  deal  in 
liquor)  quarrelled,  and  he  threat¬ 
ened  to  beat  her.  Alden  foon  after 
threw  himfelf  on  the  bed  ;  and  at 
that  inftant  fhe  formed  the  refolu- 
tion  of  deftroyirig  him.  Accord- 
ingly,  frie  ran  into  an  adjoining 
room,  returned  with  a  bill-hook, 
which  fhe  held  in  both  hands,  and 
ftriking  him  on  the  forehead  and 
throat  with  her  utmoft  ftrength, 
inftantly  killed  him.”  At  the 
place  of  execution,  fhe  behaved 
with  becoming  decency,  and  feenr- 
cd  confcious  of  the  enormity  of 
her  crime.  The  Philanthropic  So¬ 
ciety  have  taken  her  infant  orphan 
under  their  protection  ;  the  ob¬ 
jection  of  his  being  under  age  was 
overruled,  on  account  ot  the  pecu¬ 
liarly  dreadful  circumftances  oi  the 


I 


/ 


\ 

ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1807. 


42  * 

cafe.  The  populace  of  Atsleburgh, 
in  a  fpirit  of  abhorrence  at  her 
dime  and  memory.,  have  razed  to 
the  ground  the  houfe  fhe  lived  in. 

Died. “At  an  humble  apart¬ 
ment  in  the  Edgeware  road,  a  ce¬ 
lebrated  prophetefs,  named  Levy, 
of  the  jewifh  perfuafion,  poffeffed 
of  property  to  the  amount  of  3090I. 
She  has  bequeathed  1000I*  to  a 
fon  ■*  1500!.  to  her  daughter;  and 
to  her  fecond  daughter,  who  was 
brought  up  to  the  mother’s  pro- 
feffion,  500I.  and  the  neceffary  ap¬ 
paratus  for  divination.  She  was 
patronized  by  feveral  females  of 
difh'ndtion,  whom  fire  attended,  and 
had  her  £xed  hours  for  accommoda¬ 
ting  cuffomers  at  home.  It  was  no 
uncommon  thing  for  a  dozen  dam- 
fels  and  inquifitive  wives  to  be  in 
waiting,  at  two  {hillings  each. 
She  impofed  on  the  credulous  by  a 
pack  of  cards  of  a  curious  make  ; 
and  at  other  times  fhe  affeded  to 
foretell  events  by  the  planets.  She 
was.  'j q  years  of  age  ;  and  left  dab¬ 
bling  in  the  foap-fuds,  and  em¬ 
braced  this  lucrative  profeffion,  15 
years  ago.  She  ufed  to  pradiife 
another  impofition,  by  pretending, 
u  hen  a  theft  had  been  committed, 
to  point  out  the  thief  in  a  looking- 
glafs  ;  this  fbatagem  failed,  and 
fhe  abandoned  it  as  being  above  hex 
powers. 

In  the  hotife  of  InduSry,  at 
Shipmeadow,  the  widow  Brame, 
late  of  Beccles,  100. 

At  Muirkirk,  Scotland,  John 
Patterfon,  a  thepherd,  aged  upwards 
of  131  years. 


/  AUGUST. 

^  This  day  an  inftance  of  favage 
ferocity  occurred  at  Mill 
Piifon,  Plymouth  ;  As  one  of  the 


Spaniards  was  going  into  the  cook, 
room,  the  man  at  the  door  feemed 
to  oppofe  his  entrance,  on  which, 
while  his  back  was  turned,  he  drew 
a  knife,  and  {tabbed  the  other  in. 
the  back  fo  violently  that  he  fell 
down  dead.  The  coroner’s  inqueff 
found  a  verdidf  of  wilful  murder,. 
The  murderer  has  fmee  been, 
hanged. 

Near  Axminfter,  Devon,  Phcebe 
Langford.  While  hay-making  in  a 
held,  jocofely  ©bferved,  that  no 
young  man  had  offered  to  fave  the. 
hay  with  her  ;  whereupon  a,  man, 
ran  after  her,  faying  he  would,  and 
caught  her  when  they  both  fell  to¬ 
gether,  with  fuch  force  as  to  caafe 
her  inftantaneous  death,  without; 
{peaking  or  moving. 

At  Hanley,  in  the  Potteries, 
this  evening,  three  of  the  fons  of 
Mr.  Wilfon,  a  refpedtable  manu¬ 
facturer  in  that  place.  For  their 
amufement,  and  as  a  preparation  fox 
celebrating  the  wakes  the  fuceeed- 
ing  week,  they  had  placed  three 
pieces  of  fmall  cannon  in  the  gar¬ 
den  of  the  elder  brother,  which 
they  charged  with  powder  and 
wadding,  and  difpoied  at  a  fhort 
diftance  from  each  other  ;  when 
one  of  the  brothers  was  in  the  aft  of 
firing  the  fir  ft  piece,  the  elder,  with 
his  infant  child  in  his  arms,  was 
in  front  of  the  third,  and  the  prim¬ 
ing  communicated  to  the  others,  by 
which  accident  the  father  and  the 
child  were  literally  blown  to 
pieces,  and  in  a  moment  rendered 
fpectacles  too  (hocking  for  huma¬ 
nity  to  contemplate,  and  that  in  the 
prefence  of  their  near  eft  and  deareff 
ties — a  wife,  mother,  and  brothers. 
Their  mangled  remains,  inclofed  in 
the  fame  coffin,  were  depofited  in 
the  family-vault,  in  the  prefence 
of  numerous  fpedlators  ;  and  this 
diitreffing  event  has  calf  fuch  a 
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gloom  on  tlie  furrounding  neighboar- 
hood,  as  all  the  hilarity  attendant 
on  the  feafon  was  not  able  to  difpel. 
The  lofs  of  the  Ganges  Eaft  In- 
diaman  is  unfortunately  confirmed, 
by  a  letter  received  from  her  com¬ 
mander,  captain  Harrington,  ad- 
dreffed  to  the  governor  of  St.  He¬ 
lena.  The  fhip  was  loft  on  the 
29th  of  May,  off  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  in  lat.  38.  22.  S.  and  long. 
19.  50.  E.  She  had  been  for  forme 
time  in  a  leaky  Hate,  and  feparated 
from  the  reft  of  the  feet  on  the  2 1  ft 
of  May,  in  a  gale  of  wind.  The 
following  morning  the  St.  Vincent 
only  was  in  fight,  of  whofe  com¬ 
mander  (captain  Jones)  captain 
Harrington  fpeaks  in  the  warmed; 
terms  of  praife  for  the  affiftance  he 
rendered  ;  as  alfo  the  (hip’s  com¬ 
pany  and  crew,  and  a  number  of 
men  of  the  77th  regiment,  who 
were  on  board.  Though  the  wea¬ 
ther  was  very  bad,  the  paffengers 
and  crew,  amounting  to  209  per- 
fons,  were  fafely  removed  to  the 
St.  Vincent.  The  paffengers  in 
the  Ganges  Eaft  Indiaman,on  their 
arrival,  made  captain  Jones  a  pre- 
fent  of  2000  guineas,  for  his 
fpirited  and  judicious  conduG, 
whereby  their  lives  were  faved. 

This  being  the  firft  day  for 
the  introduction  of  cyders 
into  London  for  the  feafon,  the 
preffure  of  people  was  fo  great  in 
the  morning  at  Biilingfgate,  to  get 
ferved,  that  two  women  and  a  man 
fell  into  the  dock.  The  women 
were  recovered,  but  the  man 
was  drowned. 

This  morning,  the  Lambeth 
water  works  were  entirely 
confumed.  In  the  evening  oi  the 
f  e  day,  Mr.  Pearfon’s  leather 
be  manufactory,  in  Pitfieid-ftreet, 
Hoxton,  with  the  dwelling  houfe, 
and  a  wing  of  the  Haberdafhers* 


5th. 


6th, 


alms-houfes  adjoining  were  de¬ 
ft  royed. 

At  York,  J.  Rohinfoo  was 
found  guilty  of  the  murder  of  Su- 
fannah  Wilfon,  and  ordered  to  be 
hanged  and  diffetfed,  which  fen- 
tence  has  been  carried  into  execu¬ 
tion.  The  deeeafed  had  been  his 
feivant,  and  was  pregnant  by  him  ; 
they  met  in  a  field,  and  while  the 
young  woman  was  leaning  her 
cheek  upon  her  hand,  lamenting  the 
unfortunate  fit  oat  ion  fhe  had  beera 
brought  into  by  him,  he,  inftead  of 
feeling  a  tender  folicitude  to  alle¬ 
viate  the  diftrefs  of  the  poor  girl* 
Pepped  back,  and  made  a  blow  on 
the  back  part  of  her  head  with  an 

x 

axe,  and  fhe  died  inftantaneoufly  ; 
he  alfo  ft  ruck  her  upon  other  parts 
of  her  body.  He  then  took  the 
deeeafed,  and  put  her  into  a  hole* 
where  fhe  was  found  covered  up 
with  whins. 

At  the  Surrey  affixes  W.  Wilfon* 
a  tailor  at  Guildford,  was  capitally 
indiefed  for  a  criminal  affault  upon 

the  wife  of  - - Palmer,  keeper 

of  the  Greyhound  public-houfe  in 
that  town.  The  circumftances  of 
this  cafe  were  uncommonly  curi¬ 
ous.  The  prifoner  had  been 
drinking  with  a  pa  tty  at  the 
houfe  ;  and  obierving  the  hufband 
to  be  in  the  parlour  with  the  guefts, 
when  his  wife  retired  to  bed,  he 
crept  up  to  her  bed  room,  and  got 
into  bed  ;  the  woman,  fuppofmg 
him  to  be  her  hufband,  made  no 
refiftance  ;  but  on  his  attempting 
to  leave  the  room,  (he  difeovered 
who  he  was,  feixed  him  and  called 
for  a ffi fiance.  'I  he  crime  being- 
perpetrated  with  the  woman’s  c on- 
fen  t,  he  was  acquitted  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  charge  j  but  found  guilty  of 
an  affault,  and  fentenced  to  twelve 
.months  imprifonment. 

A  dreadful 
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A  dreadful  fire  broke  out 
this  morning  early  at  the 
houfe  of  Mr.  Rogers,  an  opulent 
farmer  at  Chakon,  Hants.  Mrs. 
Rogers,  who  was  bedridden,  fell  a 
yidim  to  the  flames,  as  did  alfo  her 
fon,  aged  iB,  whofe  anxiety  tofave 
a  parent  induced  him  to  flop  with 
her  until  the  Aaircafe  fell  in  with 
him  as  he  was  efcaping. 

Some  perfons  who  were  lately 
engaged  in  digging  on  Deeping 
common  dtfcovered  a  perfed  human 
Skeleton  about  16  inches  below  the 
fnrface,  and  near  it  an  earthen  pot 
containing  782  Roman  coins,  of 
which  the  greateft  part  are  now  in 
the  poffeffion  of  Mr.  Henry  Smith, 
ef  Deeping  St.  Jameses.  A  few 
©f  the  coins  which  Mr.  Smith  has 
prefen  ted  to  MefTrs.  Newcomb  and 
Son,  the  printers  of  the  Lincoln, 
Rutland,  and  Stamford  journal, 
are  thofe  of  Auguftus,  Tiberius, 
and  the  fir  ft  Claudius  ;  but  the  ir¬ 
regularity  of  the  coins  towards  the 
exergue  makes  it  difficult  to  de¬ 
termine.  Around  the  head  of  one 
©f  the  plaineft,  is  the  following  in- 
feription : 

JMP.  C.  VICTGRINVS  P  A  VC. 


g  A  new  uniform  is  appointed 
by  his  majefiy  to  be  worn 
by  matters  and  purfers  in  the 
navy.  The  full  drefs  is,  blue 
doth  coat,  with  blue  lappels,  cuffs, 
and  Hand  up  collar ;  three  buttons 
on  the  pockets  and  cuffs ;  white 
lining  -white  cloth  waifleoat 
and  breeches  ;  plain  hat.  The  un¬ 
ci  refs  coat  has  a  fall  down  collar  ; 
the  buttons  as  at  prefent.  The  blue 
lappels  are  to  be  worn  by  the  gun¬ 
ners,  boatfwains,  and  carpenters 
only,  and  not  by  the  fubordinate 
dalles  of  warrant  officers. 


A  few  days  ago  a  gentleman 
who  was  paflfenger  in  the  Thames 
knack  from  Leith  to  London,  cut 
his  throat  and  threw  himfeif out  of 
the  cabin  window.  A  boat  was 
immediately  fent  to  take  the  body 
up,  but  it  was  lifelefs.  A  dog 
which  drank  fome  of  the  blood  was 
m  two  days  after  feized  with  the 
hydrophobia  and  thrown  over¬ 
board.  The  gentleman  was  a 
Londoner,  and  had  been  in  a  very 
melancholy  ftate. 

Sarah  Pugh,  a  child  ^ 
about  12  years  of  age,  had  ~  3 

her  throat  out  by  her  mother  about 
five  o'clock  in  the  morning.  This 
inhuman  ad  was  perpetrated  in  a 
miferable  dwelling  in  the  <paoL 
lane,  Hereford,  while  the  child  lay 
afleep  ;  but  the  mother  being  ob- 
ferved  fitting  in  bed  with  a  razor 
in  her  hand,  by  two  women  who 
lay  in  the  fame  room,  fhe  covered 
the  child,  and  immediately  at* 
tempted  to  cut  her  own  throat  s 
however,  fhe  did  not  effed  her 
purpofe,  being  prevented  by  the 
women.  While  they  were  ftrug- 
gling  to  get  the  razor  out  of  her 
hand,  the  little  girl  got  up,  and, 
holding  her  throat  with  her  hands, 
ran  naked  into  Bye-ftreet,  where  her 
fitter  lived  ;  but,  being'  unable  to 
articulate  a  word,  fhe  returned 
home,  and  fell  breathlefs  on  the 
floor.  The  faculty  were  imme¬ 
diately  called  in,  and  rendered 
every  afliftance  ;  but  to  no  pur¬ 
pofe,  as,  the  wind-pipe  being  en¬ 
tirely  cut  through,  fhe  died  the 
fame  night.  The  jury  brought  in 
a  verdid  of  wilful  murder  againft 
Sarah  Pugh  (the  mother). 

In  the  year  1770,  there  was 
only  one  ft  age-coach  to  London, 
and  one  to  Liverpool,  which  went 
from  or  came  irfto  Manchefter,  and 
they  fet  out  only  twice  a  week. 

There 
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There  are  now  twenty-feven  dis¬ 
tinct  coaches  which  run  from  Man- 
chefter,  of  which  eighteen  fee  out 
every  day,  and  eight  other  three 
times  a- week,  to  their  different 
places  of  deftination.  In  the  year 
i']  54,  a  flying  coach  was  advertifed, 
and  it  promifed  in  the  following 
words,  that  “  However  incredible 
it  might  appear,  it  would  aftually 
arrive  in  London  in  four  days  and 
a  half  after  leaving  Manchefter.” 
The  diftance  is  one  hundred  and 
eighty-five  miles, and  the  journey  is 
now  performed  by  the  mail-coaches 
in  about  thirty  hours,  and  on  fome 
occafioQS  it  has  been  travelled  in 
twenty  hours. 

r  k  A  young  woman,  fervant 
to  Mrs.  Wood,  a  widow- 
lady  at  Cuck field,  in  Suifex,  com¬ 
plaining  of  head-ach  and  drowfu 
nefs ;  when  her  mi  ft  refs  advifed 
her  to  take  fome  baum-tea,  and  lie 
down.  She  accordingly  went  to 
bed,  dropped  into  a  profound  Deep, 
and  continued  fleeping,  though 
proper  means- were  ufed  by  the  fa¬ 
culty  to  aroufeher,  till  Sunday  the 
23d  (eight days)  *  when fhe awoke, 
apparently  from  the  found  of  the 
church  bells,  which  were  then 
chiming,  and  ooeafioned  her  to  re¬ 
mark,  that  her  yefterday’s  indif- 
poftion  had  eaufed  her  to  lie  be- 
yond  her  ordinary  hour,  as  it  was 
church-time.  She  got  up  without 
much  affi fiance,  but  complained  of 
exceffive  thirft,  and  appeared  ex¬ 
tremely  weak.  Mrs.  Wood  took 
all  poffible  care  of  her,  and  fhe  is 
now  perfectly  recovered.  During 
the  whole  of  this  wonderful  fuf- 
penfion  of  the  faculties  of  the 
mind,  the  flufb  of  health  appeared 
her  cheeks  ;  but  their  fulnefs 
diminifhed  confiderably  after  the 
third  dajj  when  her  pulfation  grew 


*  45 

weaker,  and  her  breathing  could 
hardly  be  perceived.  No  fuften- 
ance  could  be  adminiiiered  to  her, 
nor  was  fhe  fubjeci  to  any  evacu¬ 
ation  whatever. 

A  fire  broke  out  on  this  . 

^  ,  17  tiL 

night  at  the  Dock-yard  at  1 

Chatham,  which  eaufed  great  ap¬ 
prehension  ;  and  communicated  to 
an  angle  of  the  hemp  ftores  ;  but 
the  alarm  was  fo  immediately 
given,  and  the  alacrity  of  the 
people  fo  effectual,  that  the  fire  was 
fub clued  by  one  in  the  morning ; 
and  the  damage  fuftained  was  but 
very  trivial. 

Shot  in  a  duel,  by  Lieut.  ~  . 
Heazle,  in  the  neighbour-  * 
hood  of  Stroud,  Gloucefterfeire, 
Lieut.  Delmont..  The  coroner’s 
jury,  after  a  minute  inveftigation, 
which  occupied  eight  hours,  re« 
turned  a  verdiff  of  wilful  murder 
againfi  Lieut.  Heazle,  the  challen¬ 
ger,  and  Lieut.  Sergeaunt,  of  the 
6 1  ft  Regiment  of  Foot,  who  was 
the  only  fecond  in  this  unfortunate 
affair.  Lieut.  D.  was  fhot  in  the 
back,  before,  it  is  fuppofed,  he  had 
time  to  turn  round,  on  pacing  from 
his  antagonift  to  the  allotted  fpace. 
The  ball,  which  was  difeharged 
from  a  horfe-piftol,  went  through 
his  body,  and  afterwards  perforated 
his  arm.  He  continued  fenfible 
till  the  laft  j  and  freely  forgave 
his  antagonift.  The  caufe  of  the 
quarrel  was  an  afperlion  fuppofed 
to  be  palled  upon  the  character  of 
a  female  with  whom  Lieut.  H.  was 
acquainted.  The  remains  of  Lieut, 
D.  were  interred  at  Stroud.  The  fu¬ 
neral  proceffion  was  conducted  with 
the  ftri&eft  propriety  and  decorum,. 
The  pall  was  fupported  by  the  of¬ 
ficers  upon  the  recruiting  fervice  in 
the  place,  followed  by  the  chief 
mourners  in  cloaks ;  the  medical 

.  gentlemen 
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gentlemen  who  attended  the  de- 
ceafed,  and  affifted  at  the  diffeflion 
of  the  body  ;  the  military  parties  in 
the  town  ;  fix  gentlemen  of  the 
neighbourhood,  in  deep  mourning  ; 
and  the  coroner  clofed  the  procef- 
fion.  There  was  no  firing  over 
she  grave,  nor  did  any  mafic  ac¬ 
company  the  proceliion  ;  but,  on 
entering  and  departing  from  the 
church,  a  foiemn  dirge  was  per¬ 
formed  upon  the  organ.  An  im- 
menfe  coacourfe  of  fpedators  at¬ 
tended  to  witnefs  the  folemnity  ; 
and  the  windows  were  crowded 
with  people  of  all  ranks,  whofe 
feelings  were  eXpreffed  by  their 
tears  and  lamentations.  The  de- 
eeafed  was  only1'  21  years  of  age, 
and  univerfaily  efteemed  for  his 
amiable  difpofition,  and  gentle¬ 
manly  manners :  his  premature 
death  is  mod  fincerely  deplored. 
He  was  the  fon  of  a  gentleman  in 
London,  who  reached  Stroud  about 
half  an  hour  after  his  diffolution  ; 
and  whofe  diftrefs  of  mind  upon 
this  truly  melancholy  occafion  was 
>  aggravated  in  no  fmall  degree  by 
the  circumftance  of  having  loft 
another  promifing  fon,  a  ihort  time 
fince,  in  a  fimilar  way,  at  the 
ifland  of  Malta,  where  he  was 
ferving  with  his  regiment. 

Luton,  19th.  A  fplendid  enter¬ 
tainment  Was  given  by  the  marquis 
of  Bute  to  the  freeholders  of  Bed¬ 
fordshire,  refident  in  this  town  and 
its  Vicinity.  The  market-houfe 
was  fitted  up  after  the  manner  of 
an  antient  bower,  in  which  covers  , 
for  160  freeholders  were  provided  ; 
which  foon  overflowed,  but  the 
powerful  detachments  of  Luton 
were  amply  provided  for  elfe where. 
The  number  of  guefts,  under  the 
market-houfe  and  at  the  three  Inns 
amounted  to  240.;  and  the  eon- 


fumption  of  wine,  on  an  average, 
was  more  than  three  bottles  a  man. 
The  ftyle,  regularity,  and  prompt- 
nefs,  with  which  the  entertainment 
was  provided,  correfponded  with 
the  enthufiafm  and  zeal  demonftra- 
ted  by  every  defcription  of  the  free¬ 
holders  in  the  interefts  of  Meftrs- 
Pym  and  Fitzpatrick,  who  on  the 
fpur  of  the  occafion  fo  cheerfully 
gave  their  affiftance.  The  mar¬ 
quis  and  his  two  grandfons  pre- 
fided  in  the  bower.  Many  loyal 
and  conftitutional  toafts  were 
drank  ;  and  every  thing  pafled  off 
admirably  well  till  about  feven  in 
the  evening,  when  a  ferious  acci¬ 
dent  had  nearly  befallen  the-  noble 
marquis ;  who  with  his  grandfon 
(the  marquis  of  Dumfries)  and  Mr. 
Crawley  of  Stockwood,  had  got 
into  the  Barouche  to  return  to  Lu¬ 
ton  Hoo,  when,  by  the  rearing  and 
kicking  of  four  fpirited  horfes,  they 
found  that  the  zeal  of  the  populace, 
inflamed  with  liquor,  had  led  them 
incautioufly  to  loofen  feveral  of  the 
traces,  that  they  might  difengage 
the  carriage  from  the  incumbrance 
of  the  animals.  The  marquis,  tha 
earl,  and  Mr.  Crawley,  all  leaped 
out  of  the  barouche,  and  fortunate¬ 
ly  efcaped  uninjured.  The  younger 
grandfonof  the  marquis  fat  terrified 
in  the  dickey  box.  The  horfes  were 
taken  out,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
Luton  with  great  alacrity  fupplied 
their  places,  and  were  afterwards 
themfelves  fupplied  with  abundance 
of  ale  at  the  Marquis’s  hofpitabie 
manfion. 

The  old  fteeple  of  Dumfernline 
fell  down,  and  buried  in  the  ruins 
a  liable  and  a  barn.  Three  horfes 
were  killed,  and  three  efcaped. 
The  fteeple  was  about  eighty  feet 
high,  and  was  part  of  the  Abbey 
founded  by  Malcolm  Canmore. 

A  dreadful 
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.  A  dreadful  fire  broke  out 
*  this  nfobt  about  12,  in  the 
print  mg  offices  of  Meffrs.  Swan 
and  Son,  and  Heney  and.  Co,  in 
Crown-court,  Fleet. (Ireete  The 
premifes  were  a  large  range  of  old 
buildings,  divided  into  two  diftindl 
printing-offices  ;  beftdes  which  the 
ground-doors,  upwards  of  too  feet 
long,  were  occupied  as  warehoufes 
for  new  books,  by  Meffrs.  Croffiy 
and  Co.  of  Stationers-court.— -The 
fire  fi.rft  commenced  from  a  chim¬ 
ney  m  the  botife  of  Mr,  Swan  ; 
and  it  was  found,  when  too  late 
for  remedy,  that  the  flames  had 
communicated  to  fome  wood- work 
contiguous  to  the  chimney  ;  in  a 
houfe,  the  interior  divisions  of 
which  were  of  lath  and  plafter,  dry 
deals,  or  old  wainfcot,  and  every 
room,  more  or  fefs,  filled  with  pa¬ 
per,  plain  or  printed— when  the 
tire  got  head,  a  general  conflagra- 
lion  was  unavoidable.  Not  only 
the  printing-rooms  and  warehoufes 
©f  Mr.  Swan,  extending  backwards 
to  Water-lane,  but  the  printing- 
office  and  warehoufes  of  Mr,  He¬ 
ney  |  the  premifes  and  workfhops 
of  Mr,  Birch,  a  paper-hanging 
manufacturer,  adjacent ;  thofe  of 
Mr.  Slee,  a  portable  defk-maker;  of 
Mr.  Eufter,  cabinet-maker ;  the 
rears  of  feven  or  eight  houfes  in 
Crown-court,  leading  to  Fleet- 
flreet  ;  and  the  upper  part  of  the 
houfe  of  Mr.  Cove,  coal-merchant, 
next  door  to  Mr.  Swan,  were  con- 
fumed. — The  flames  raged  till  five, 
notwithftanding  the  deluges  of 
water  poured  upon  them  by  near 
twenty  engines :  and  the  fire  was 
not  got  under  until  moft  of  the  pre¬ 
mifes  above  dated  were  reduced  to 
a  heap  of  ruins.— Mr.  Swan,  who, 
but  a  year  and  half  fince,  narrow¬ 
ly  efcaped  a  fimilar  difafter  when 


the  premifes  of  his  next  door  neigh¬ 
bour,  Mr.  Gillef,  were  deftroyed 
by  fire,  had  the  misfortune  to  be 
now  uninfured  ;  and  we  are  in¬ 
formed  a  fubfeription  is  fet  on  foot 
for  his  relief.  A  fimilar  calamity 
involves  many  induftrious  poor 
families  who  lived  at  the  back  of 
thefe  premifes.  All  the  books  in 
Meffrs.  Croffiy9s  warehoufe  were 
deftroyed,  to  the  amount  of  many 
thoufand  pounds ;  the  property  was 
infured  for  a  confiderable  fum  ;  but 
within  the  laft  fortnight,  it  had 
been  increafed  by  all  the  ftbek 
cleared  from  the  different  printers 
employed  by  Meffrs.  C.  and  Co.  fa 
that  they  will  be  great  lofers  by  th« 
accident. 

The  value  of  property  infured  in 
the  different  Fire  Offices  in  Great 
Britain,  in  5806,  was  about 
200,000,000!,  and  in  the  United 
Kingdom  about  270,000,000k 

The  young  gentlemen  of  the 
Bath  School,  adjoining  Manchefter, 
having  gone  to  bathe  in  the  old 
river,  three  of  them  were  drown¬ 
ed  near  Agecroft-bridge.  The 
part  of  the  river  into  which  the 
fufferers  went  was  deep,  and,  whea 
their  danger  became  apparent,  one 
of  the  teachers  who  accompanied 
them,  but  who  could  not  fwim, 
waded  up  to  his  neck,  with  his 
cloaths  on,  to  give  them  affiftance, 
but  his  efforts  were  fruitlefs ;  me¬ 
dical  affiftance  was  obtained  as 
fpeedily  as  poffibfo,  And  every  ef¬ 
fort  made  on  the  bodies  to  reft  ore 
life,  but  in  vain.  The  names  of 
the  deceafed  pupils  are,  Newton, 
Bradfiiaw,  and  Longe. 

The  Gazette  of  this  , 

2  2^i 

date,  contains  an  Order  in 
Council,  directing  his  Majefty’s 
Blips  of  war  and  privateers  to  de¬ 
tain  and  bring  in  all  fhips  and 

goods 
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goods  belonging  to  the  following 
countries,  if  tound  trading  with 
the  enemies  of  this  Kingdom  ;  viz. 
Oldenburgh,  Mecklenburgh,  Knip- 
haufen,  and  Pappenburgh.  They 
ate  to  be  allowed  fix  weeks  -  du¬ 
ring  which  time  our  (hips  are  to 
give  them  notice,  “  that,  from  the 
expiration  of  fix  weeks  after  the 
j'9thinftant,  they  are  at  liberty  to 
bring  in  any  of  the  (hips  belonging 
to  the  above  places,  if  found  trading 
with  the  enemy  ;  and  they  will  be 
condemned  as  prizes,  but  to  be  at 
liberty  to  trade  free  with  this 
country.’* 

,  A  fon  of  Mr.  Moore, 
i’<'n  '  joiner  at  Horncaftle,  who 
was  bathing  in  the  Bain,  which 
runs  into  the  town,  fuddenly  funk  ; 
a  young  man  (landing  on  the  bank 
plunged  in  to  extricate  him.  He 
had  no  fooner  reached  the  fpot,  than 
he  alfo  difappeared.  A  young  man 
named  Race  threw  himfelf  into  the 
river,  and  fuccefllvely  brought  up 
the  two  drowning  men  ;  firll,  the 
perfon  who  had  nearly  perilhed  in 
an  humane  attempt  to  afiift  a  fel¬ 
low-creature  ;•  and,  fecondly,  Mr. 
Moore’s  fon,  who  had  become 
black  in  the  face,  but  fpeedily  re¬ 
covered. 

,  On  Sunday  fe’nnight,  as 
7'7  *  Mrs.  and  Mifs  Neeve,  of 
Pettiffree,  near  Woodbridge,  were 
riding  in  a  one-horfe  chaife  to  Aih 
church,  the  horie,  as  is  fuppofed, 
being  Hung  by  a  wafp,  kicked  vio¬ 
lently,  and  ran  off  to  a  confider- 
able  diftance,  when  the  ladies  were 
thrown  out.  Mrs.  Neeve  efcaped 
with  being  feverely  bruifed ;  but 
Mifs  N.  was  unfortunately  thrown 
upon  the  tenter-hooks  of  a  park 
paling ;  by  which  (he  was  caught 
by  the  throat,  and  fo  dreadfully 
lacerated,  that  but  very  (light 
hopes  are  entertained  of  her  re* 


cov'ery.  This  melancholy  accL 
dent  had  fo  great  an  effect  upon 
the  minifter  (the  Rev.  S.  Kilder- 
bee)  and  the  congregation  affem- 
bled,  that  the  fervice  of  the  after- 
noon  was  declined. 

A  fine  horfe,  the  property 
of  Mr.  Elen,  of  Gaddefden, 
Hertfordffiire,  was  (lung  to  death 
by  hornets.  The  animal  was  loofe 
in  a  field,  and,  to  (hade  himfelf 
from  the  heat  'of  the  fun,  had  re¬ 
tired  under  the  branches  of  a  tree, 
in  which  was  a  hornets*  neft.  It 
is  fuppofed  he  had,  from  being 
teized  by  flies,  difturbed  their  ha¬ 
bitation,  and  that  the  whole 
fwarm  had  attacked  him  at  the 
fame  time.  _ 

Was  executed  on  board  ^  ~ 
the  Halifax,  at  Halifax, 

John  Wilfon,  alias  Jenkin  Rat- 
ford,  for  defertion,  mutiny,  and 
contempt.  He  was  one  of  the 
four  deferters  taken  out  of  the 
American  frigate  Chefa peake,  by 
the  Leopard,  and  was  fome  years 
mailer  fail-maker  on  board  the 
Melampus.  He  was  a  native  of 
London.  The  deferters  from  the 
Chefapeake  were  fentenced,  after 
the  execution  of  Ratford,  to  re¬ 
ceive  500  lafhes  each  ;  but  have 
fince  been  pardoned* 

As  Mrs.  Travy,  of  Hackney,' 
was  walking  out  with  her  child, 
(he  heard  a  number  of  people, 
armed  with  (laves,  Sec,  exclaiming 
(C  A  mad  dog  [**  and  faw  a  dog 
advancing  towards  her  ;  which  fo 
much  alarmed  her  that  (he  fwocned; 
in  which  (late  (he  continued,  ex¬ 
cept  a  few  ffiort  intervals,  till  the 
next  day,  when  (he  appeared  more 
.  compofed  ;  but  fo  powerfully  was 
the  imprefiion  fixed  on  her  mind, 
that  in  a  fhort  time  (lie  funk  into 
her  former  (late,  and  expired. 

The 
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*  The  Tale  at  Fonthill  end- 
’  "  *  ed  this  day.  It  was  well 
attended  during  the  whole  feven 
days  ;  and  almoft  every  article  ot 
ufeful  furniture  brought  its  full 
value.  Thole  of  an  ornamental 
defcription  were  fubjeCI  to  fluctua¬ 
tion  ;  feme  perhaps*  were  knocked 
dbwn  at  half  the  price  an  expe¬ 
rienced  connoifleur  might  value 
them  at,  whilfl  others  more  than 
double  their  eftimated  worth.  On 
the  whole,  Mr.  Phillips  had  cer¬ 
tainly  no  reafon  to  complain  that 
his  oratory  was  ineffectual,  as  we 
underftand  the  total  produce  of  the 
fale  very  far  exceeded  the  appraife- 
ment.  The  ftafuary  marble  chim¬ 
ney-piece  in  the  great  drawing¬ 
room  was  fold  on  the  third  day 
for  130  gs. ;  the  organ  in  the 
entrance-hall,  150  gs.  ;  a  French 
nk  a  chimney-glafs  in  the  grand 
;V  m,  nn  the  fourth  day,  for  405 
gs. ;  a  ditto  pier-glafs  for  420  gs.; 

Tdmney -piece  in  the  drawing- 
flatuary  Sienna,  for  230 
gs,  Mr,  dbbott  was  the  princi¬ 
pal  purchafer  of  thefe.  The  paint¬ 
ings  were  fold  on  the  iixth  day. 
An  unique  coloured  fet  of  the 
Loggie  of  the  Vatican  fold  (to 
Mr.  Paug  for  630  gs.  ;  Turner’s 
fifth  Plague  of  Egypt  fold  for  155 
gs.  ;  Romney’s  Gypfey,  from 
Shakefpear’s  Midfummer  Night’s 
D  ream,  for  200  gs.  ;  De  Cords 
View  of  Salisbury  Cathedral,  for 
80  gs. ;  ditto  of  Exeter  Cathe¬ 
dral,  for  20  gs. :  the  laft  four  were 
knocked  down  to  Mr.  Jeffrey. 
Cannaletti’s  View  of  Venice,  from 
the  Calonne  collection,  was  fold 
for  150  gs.  to  Mr.  Soane  ;  L.  Da 
Vinci’s  Infant  Saviour,  for  290 
gs.  to  Dr.  Elwin  ;  Caracci’s  Na° 
tivity  was  knocked  down  for  350 
gs.  ;  Pouffin’s  Woman  taken  in 


Adultery,  for  130  gs.  to  Mr. 
Jeffrey;  the  Magdalen,  for  210 
gs.  alfo  to  Mr.  J.  VernetV 
Calm  and  Storm  were  fuppofed  to 
be  bought  in,  the  former  at  230, 
the  latter  at  310  gs.  Raphael’s 
Charity  and  Nymph  were  ibid  to 
Mr.  Walfh  Porter  for  105  gs. 
The  ftatue  of  Bacchus,  brought 
from  Rome  by  the  Hon.  C.  Hamil¬ 
ton,  was  fold  to  Mr.  Abbott  for 
210  gs.  The  china  was  fold  on 
the  lafi  day.  As  a  fpecimen  of 
ifs  beamy  and  prices,  part  of  a 
dinner  fervice  of  the  Royal  Seva 
manufactory  fold  for  i2ogs.  The 
fplendid  manfion  itfelf,  the  build¬ 
ing  of  which  coil  150,0001.  is 
fhortly  to  be  pulled  to  pieces.  It 
is  fuppofed  not  likely  to  produce 
more  than  2c,oool. 

Died. — ift.  At  his  apartment 
in  Tottenham  Court-road,  in  his 
76th  year,  Mr.  John  Walker, 
author  of  (i  The  Pronouncing 
Dictionary  of  the  Englifh  Lan¬ 
guage,”  and  of  feveral  other 
works,  of  acknowledged  excel¬ 
lence,  on  grammar  and  elocution  ; 
as  a  profdTor  of  which  he  had,  for 
nearly  4©  years,  defervedly  held 
the  higheft  reputation,  and  had 
amaffed  a  competent  fortune  by 
means  equally  honourable  to  hirru 
felf,  and  beneficial  to  thofe  in 
whofe  inftruCtion  he  had  been 
engaged  ;  but  which  Would  have 
been  more  ample,  had  not  its  ac¬ 
cumulation  been  retarded  by  his 
repeated  and  extenfive  charities. 
He  had  been  honoured  with  the 
patronage  and  friendfliip  of  Dr. 
Johnfon,  Mr.  Edmund  Burke,  and 
many  others  of  the  moft  diflinguifh- 
ed  literary  and  profeflional  charac¬ 
ters  of  the  age  ;  who  refpeCIed  and 
efteemed  him,  not  more  for  the 


critical  and  profound  knowledge 
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on  the  fubjedl  to  which  he  had 
devoted  his  enquiries,  than  for  the 
confcientious  adherence  to  princi¬ 
ple,  the  manly  avowal  of  opinion, 
and  the  undeviating  rectitude  of 
conduct  that  marked  every  ft  age  of 
his  life. 

At  Mire  Syke,  in  Lowefwater, 
Mr.  John  Mirehoufe,  ioi.  On 
the  i Qth  of  Odober,  1805,  on 
which  day  he  completed  his  iooth 
year,  he  received  a  very  numerous 
party  of  his  neighbours,  feated  in 
a  new  oak  chair,  and  clothed  in  a 
new  coat,  which  he  pleafantly 
obferved,  might,  with  care- taking, 
ferve  his  life-time,  hie  poffeffed, 
in  an  eminent  degree,  all  his  facul¬ 
ties';  fight  excepted.  His  memory 
feemed  perfcd  to  the  la  ft  ;  for  he 
occaftonally  fpoke  with  the  fame 
accuracy  of  recent  tranfadions,  as 
he  had  been  accuftomed  to  do  in 
relating  occurrences  of  former 
times,  which  he  had  either  wit. 
■neffed  bimfelf,  or  heard  detailed  by 
contemporaries  of  a  period  fo  re¬ 
mote  as  that  of  at  leaft  ninety 
years.  He  was  married  in  the 
31ft  year  of  his  age,  and  was  the 
father  of  five  fens  and  one  daugh¬ 
ter.  He  poffeffed  a  ftrong  and 
vigorous  '  conftitution.  He  was 
alfo  of  a  remarkably  chearful  dif- 
pofition  ;  and  during  tjre  courfe  of 
fo'long  a  life,  it  is  not  known  that 
he  ever  had  the  leaft  difagreement 
with  his  neighbours  or  acquaint¬ 
ance.  H  is  funeral  was  attended 
by  an  immenfe  concourfe  of  peo¬ 
ple  ;  all  emulous  of  (hewing  their 
refped  to  the  memory  of  one 
whom  they  had,  individually,  eft- 
teemed  whilft  living,  and  whole 
death,  though  in  full  time,  de¬ 
prived  their  vicinity  of  fo  vener¬ 
able  an  ornament ;  and  alfo  of  the 
example  ©f  one  who  had  4 ‘kept 


innocency,  and  taken  heed  unt© 
the  thing  that  is  right  ;  fuch  as 
alone  {hall  bring  a  man  to  peace  at 

laft.” 

At  the  Broadftone,  in 
Ireland,  aged  128,  Mr. 
Globally.  Until  within  this  fix 
weeks  he  had  never  experienced 
two  days  illnefs  in  the  whole 
courfe  of  his  long*  life. 

Aged  103,  Elizabeth  , 
Bickett,  of  Northumber-  !It 
land-ftreet,  Newcaftle  ;  who  enjoy- 
ed  perfed  good  health  till  within 
fix  months  of  her  death. 

Lately  at  Rome,  aged  82,  Hen¬ 
ry  Benedid-Maria-Clement,  Car¬ 
dinal  York,  calling  himfelf  Henry 
the  IXth  of  England.  He  was 
born  in  that  city,  the  6th  of 
March,  1725.  The  Regent,  Duke 
of  Orleans,  had  (by  a  threat  to 
withdraw  the  penfion  paid  by 
France)  to  pleafe  the  cabinet  of 
St,  J  ames’s,  obliged  the  firit  pre 
tender,  his  father,  to  refid  „  in 
Rome.  Alter  the  iffue  cl  the  In- 
vafioir  of  Scotland,  in  1743, 
French  policy  again  humbled  the 
fallen  Stuarts,  and  engaged  this 
prince,  by  brilliant  perfiiafions,  to 
enter  the  church.  In  1747,  he 
was,  by  Pope  Benedict  XIV. 
nominated  a  cardinal  ;  and,  as 
fuch,  paffed  his  days  in  quiet  and 
dignified  retirement,  at  his  villa, 
near  Rome,  until  1708,  when  a 
French  revolutionary  banditti  forc¬ 
ed  him  to  renounce  his  comforts  if 
he  would  fave  his  life.  He  arriv¬ 
ed  at  Venice  in  the  winter  of 
1798,  infirm,  as  well  as  deflitute  ; 
but  no  fooner  was  our  monarch, 
George  the  Third,  informed  of  his 
diftreffed  fituation,  than,  unre. 
quejled ,  his  majefty  condefcended 
to  order  his;  minifter  to  the  re¬ 
public  to  offer  the  Cardinal,  with 
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sill  poflible  delicacy,  a  pennon  of 
4,oool.  for  life. —  The  cardinal 
poifefled,  before  1798,  a  very  va¬ 
luable  colleffion  of  curiofities  at 
his  villa,  where  many  fcarce  trafls 
and  interefting  manufcripts,  con¬ 
cerning-  the  unfortunate  houfe  of 
Stuart,  were  among  the  Ornaments 
of  his  library,  but  they  were  all, 
in  1798,  either  plundered  by  the 
French  and  Italian  jacobins  at 
Rome,  or  confifcated  by  French 
commiflaries,  for  the  libraries  or 
mufeums  at  Paris.  The  cardinal 
returned  to  Rome  in  1801,  and 
died  dean  of  the  facred  college, 
after  being  one  of  its  in  oft  virtuous 
and  difinterefted  members  upwards 
of  fixty  years. 

— 1 — - - — — — — 

s'" 

SEPTEMBER. 

At  Kendal,  three  and  a 
^tn’  half  inches  of  rain  fell  in 
16  hours.  The  river  Kent  was 
fwoln  to  a  great  height,  and  a  great 
deal  of  corn  carried  away.  Da¬ 
vid  Braithwaite,  a  young  man,  of 
Barley  Bridge,  was  drowned  at 
Stavely. 

,  Glafgow.— In  confe- 
^  *  quence  of  inceflant  rain 

from  9  on  the  night  of  the  yth  till 
8  laft  night,  the  river  Clyde  role 
to  a  greater  height  than  it  has 
for  thefe  12  years.  The  bridges 
be;ng  inaccefiible,  carts  regularly 
plied  at  the  foot  of  Jamaica-ftreet 
and  Stockwell.  Two  arches  of 
the  new  bridge  over  the  Clyde,  near 
Hamilton,  fell  yefterday.  The  da¬ 
mage  done  to  the  harveft  imuft 
tiave  been  great,  as  large  quantities 
of  corn  and  hay,  and  fome  cattle, 
hare  floated  pall  this  city.  Two 
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young  men,  attempting  to  fecure 
fome  of  the  grain,  unfortunately  lofi 
their  lives.  Accounts  from  Dum¬ 
fries,  Weftbarns,  Berwick,  'White¬ 
haven,  Newcaftle,  See.  mention 
fimiiar  inundations.— At  Carlifle, 
a  very  heavy  rain  fell,  accompanied 
with  a  ftorm  of  wind.  The  rivers 
Eden,  Caldew,  and  Peterill,  were 
much  fwoln,  and  overflowed  the 
banks,  forming  a  large  expanfe  of 
water,  beautifully  fpotted  with 
fmall  1  Hands.  A  great  deal  of 
corn  has  been  carried  away  ;  fome 
hundreds  of  (heaves  being  feen 
floating  down  the  river  at  a  time. 

Confiderable  damage  has  alfo 
been  done  in  Northumberland* 
The  Tyne  was  nnufuaily  high,  and 
great  numbers  of  (heaves  were  com¬ 
ing  down. 

The  governor  of  Irchutlk  has 
reported  to  the  Ruffian  government 
the  difeovery  of  a  mafs  of  ruins, 
thirty- five  werfts  from  the  fron¬ 
tiers  of  China,  which  appears  to 
have  belonged  to  a  very  confidera- 
ble  city.  They  conlift  of  (hape- 
lefs  hillocks,  heaps  of  decayed 
bricks,  and  the  remains  of  ram¬ 
parts,  overgrown  in  great  part  with 
large  trees.  Orders  have  been 
given  by  the  government  for  an  ac¬ 
curate  examination  of  them. 

Government  having  purchafed 
the  mufeum  of  the  late  John  Hun¬ 
ter,  Efq.  whofe  choice  and  rare  cbl- 
leflion  of  natural  and  artificial  cu- 
riofities  are  fo  very  peculiarly 
qualified  to  ferve  the  fcience  of 
furgery,  have  thought  it  expedient 
to  convert  the  whole  of  it  to  the 
public  benefit,  by  prefenting  the 
fame  to  the  royal  corporation  of 
furgeons  ;  for  which  purpofe  a 
commodious  and  extenfive  building 
is  ereftmg  in  Lincoln's-mn.fquare, 
where  this  valuable  and  fplendid 
*  $  2  '  aflembiage 
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aflemblage  will  be  depoftted,  and 
where,  within  one  extenfive  area, 
wili  be  at  once  concentered,  the 
corporation  hall,  the  anatomical 
theatre,  the  repofitcry  of  curiofi- 
ties,  and  the  feveral  apartments 
and  chambers  of  the  officers  of  the 
corporation.  The  grand  front  will 
be  towards  Portugal-dreet.  The 
whole  ftrudure  will  be  completed 
early  in  the  enfuing  fpring,  and 
prefen t  a  fplendid  edifice. 

Garnerin,  the  celebrated  aero¬ 
naut,  fent  the  following  letter  to 
one  of  the  Paris  journals  : 

Ki  Gentlemen— Before  I  under¬ 
take  a  fecond  nocturnal  aerial 
Voyage,  which  will  take  place  at 
Tivoli,  on  Saturday,  the  19th  of 
September,  I  ought  to  give  feme 
account  of  that  which  I  perform¬ 
ed  in  the  night  between  the  4th  and 
5  th  of  Auguft  laft. 

My  balloon  was  lighted  by 
twenty  lamps.  Many  perfons  felt 
Pome  alarm  from  the  number  of 
thefe  lights,  and  their  proximity 
to  the  balloon,  in  cafe  a  diminution 
of  the  prejfure  in  the  upper  regions 
fhould  oblige  me  to  let  out  the 
hydrogen  gas  by  the  lower  orifi¬ 
ces.  They  feared  leak,  in  this 
cafe,  the  gas  fhould  find  its  way 
to  the  lights,  take  fire,  and  com¬ 
municate  the  flame  to  the  balloon. 
T  had  forefeen  this  inconvenience. 
In  the  firft  place,  the  balloon, 
wh'ch  was  the  fame  in  which  I  af- 
cended  at  Milan,  was  only  two- 
thirds  filled,  that  X  might  defer  the 
cmiffion  of  the  gas  as  long  as  pofii- 
ble  ;  in  the  next,  the  neareft  lamps 
to  the  balloon,  were  fourteen  feet 
dillant  from  it  ;  and  laflly,  con¬ 
ductors  were  placed  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  as  to  convey  the  gas  away  in  a 
direction  contrary  to  the  lights. 
Having  made  thefe  arrange¬ 


ments,  I  felt  no  hesitation  to  un¬ 
dertake  a  noCtnrnal  voyage  I  af- 
cended  from  Tivoli,  at  eleven  at 
night,  under  the  Ruffian  flag,  as  a 
token  of  peace.  There  was  not 
any  decided  current  in  the  atmof- 
phere,  but  only  undulations,  which 
tofled  me  about,  X  believe,  a  great 
part  of  the  night.  To  this  it  was 
owing,  that  I  was  firft  carried  to¬ 
wards  St.  Cloud,  and  afterwards 
brought  back  over  Vincennes,  in 

O  A 

a  diametrically  oppofite  direction. 
How  favourable  this  circumftance 
would  have  been  to  the  {pecula¬ 
tions  of  thofe  who  pretend  to  dired 
balloons  !  I  was  in  the  full  force 
of  my  afeenfion,  when  the  fire¬ 
works  of  Tivoli  were  let  off;  the 
rockets  fcarcely  feemed  to  rife 
from  the  earth  :  Paris,  with  its 
lamps,  appeared  a  plain,  ftudded 
with  luminous  fpots.  Forty  mi¬ 
nutes  after  my  departure,  I  attain¬ 
ed  an  elevation  of  2200  fathoms  ; 
the  thermometer  fell  three  de¬ 
grees  below  °.  My  balloon  di¬ 
lated  corifiderably  as  it  paffed 
through  a  cloud,  in  which  the 
lights  loft  their  brilliancy,  and 
feemed  ready  to  be  extingmfhed; 
It  was  as  urgent  to  give  vent  to 
the  hydrogen  gas,  dilated  to  fuch 
a  degree  as  to  threaten  to  burft 
the  balloon,  as  it  was  interefting 
to  colled  forne  of  the  air  of  this 
region. — Both  thefe  operations  X 
performed  at  once,  without  diffi¬ 
culty  ;  and  the  emiffion  of  the  gas 
brought  me  to  a  milder  region. 

At  12  o'clock,  I  was  only  600 
fathoms  from  the  earth,  and  heard 
the  barking  of  dogs.  A  quarter 
of  an  hour  afterwards,  I  loll  fight 
of  all  the  lights  on  the  earth, 
grew  extremely  cold,  and  could  no 
longer  perceive  the  Pars,  doubtleffi 
on  account  of  the  clouds. 

At 
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At  one  in  the  morning,  the  cold 
Hill  continuing,  I  was  carried  to  a 
higher  elevation ;  the  hydrogen 
gas  again  expended.  About  two, 
I  perceived  the  ftars,  and  faw  feve- 
rai  meteors  dancing  about  my  bal¬ 
loon,  but  at  fuch  a  diflance,  as  not 
to  give  me  any  alarm. 

At  half  after  two,  the  day  began 
to  dawn  with  me,  and  having  again 
defcended,  I  perceived  the  earth, 
which  I  had  not  before  feen  lincemy 
departure. 

At  a  quarter  to  three,  I  heard 
country  people  fpeaking,  and  re¬ 
marking  the  illumination  of  my 
balloon.  Having  alked  them,  they 
informed  me  that  I  was  over  the 
department  L’Aifne. 

The  fun  gradually  approaching, 
afforded  me,  at  half  paft  three,  the 
magnificent  fpedlade  of  his  riling 
above  an  ocean  of  clouds.  The 
warmth  of  his  rays  adling  on  the 
balloon,  the  hydrogen  gas  again 
expanded ;  the  atmofpheric  air 
became  more  rarified,  while  there 
was  nothing  to  add  to  the  quanti¬ 
ty  of  the  counterbalancing  weight. 
The  confequence  was  a  new  afcen- 
fion,  during  which,  I  was  tolled 
about  between  Rheims  and  Cha¬ 
lons,  and  carried  at  four  o’clock  to 
an  elevation  of  more  than  3000 
fathoms  ;  there,  under  a  magn’fi- 
cent  Iky,  and  a  refplendent  fun,  I 
experienced  a  cold  of  ten  degrees. 
The  balloon  dilated  much  more 
confiderably  than  it  had  yet  done. 
The  temperature  was  infupporta- 
ble  ;  tormented  by  cold,  hunger, 
and  a  difpolition  to  lleep,  I  refolv- 
ed  to  defcend  in  an  oblique  direc¬ 
tion,  which  brought  me  to  the 
ground  in  the  commune  of  Courme- 
lois,  near  the  banks  of  the  Vefle, 
live  leagues  from  Rheims,  not  far 
from  JLoges,  and  45  leagues  from 
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Paris,  after  a  voyage  offeven  hours 
arid  a  half. 

The  air  collected  40  minutes 
after  my  departure,  in  a  cloud,  iri 
which  the  lightsloft  their  brillian¬ 
cy;  and  feemed  on  the  point  o£ 
going  out,  prefented,  on  analyfis, 
no  remarkable  difference  from  the 
air  taken  on  the  furface  of  the 
earth.— There  was  only  a  very 
fmall  additional  portion  of  car-, 
bonic  acid,  but  not  fufficient  td 
produce  any  change  in  the  ftate  o£ 
my  lights.  It  was  nothing  but 
the  denfity  of  the  clouds,  ready  to 
be  converted  into  rain,  that  dimi* 
nilhed  their  brilliancy.  Though 
I  was  carried,  at  four  o’clock,  to 
the  height  of  more  than  3000  fa* 
thorns,  my  head  was  not  fo  fwoller* 
but  that  I  could  put  on  my  hat ; 
on  the  contrary,  I  felt  fuch  a 
prelfure  upon  the  temples  and  jaws, 
as  to  produce  pain.  The  fun,  at 
that  elevation,  loll  none  of  his  ref~ 
plendence  ;  I  never  beheld  that  lu¬ 
minary  fo  brilliant ;  and  the  load* 
Hone  loft  no.ne  of  its  magnetic  vir¬ 
tues.  Thus  falls  the  fyftem  in¬ 
vented  by  M.  Robertibn,  a  few 
years  lince,  and  alreaoy  difcredited 
by  reafon  :  thus  the  ftory  of  fwol* 
len  heads,  of  air  without  oxygen, 
collected  by  living  beings  ;  of  the 
fun  without  refplendence ;  of  the 
loadftone  without  virtue  ;  of  mat¬ 
ter  without  gravity  ;  of  the  moor* 
the  colour  of  blood  ;  and  of  all  the 
wonderful  things  invented  by  the 
fame  aeronaut,  can,  in  future,  find 
a  place  only  in  the  wretched  rhap- 
fodies  of  the  celebrated  Kotzebue. 

Garnerin.’* 

At  8  this  morning,  the  g  j 
corning-houfe  of  the  pow¬ 
der-mills  at  Faverlham  blew  up  ; 
fix  men  and  three  horfes  were  at 
work,  who  all  perjjhed  in  a  nufer- 
f  E  3  abk 
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able  manner.  Three  of  the  men 
were  literally  blown  to  pieces. 
Their  friends  gathered  together 
the  feat te red  members*  The  men 
have  all  left  wives  and  children. 
The  quantity  of  powder  in  the 
mill  was  confiderable  ;  and  the  ex- 
plofion  dreadful. 

,  Found  drowned  in  a 
301  *  fmall  river  near  Old  Eye, 
Suffex,  Mr.  Godley,  farmer,  of 
Harrfieki  $  who,  between  eight 
and  nine  the  preceding  evening, 
left  he  Wheat  Sheaf,  in  Mailing. 
ftreet,  Lewes,  on  horfeback,  to 
go  home,  contrary  to  the  advice 
of  the  landlord" and  others,  as  he 
was  much  intoxicated.  At  his 
departure  he  took  the  right  courfe  ; 
and  how  he  could  have  purfued  one 
fo  contrary  as  that  which  led  to 
the  fatal  cataftrophe,  it  is  difficult 
to  afeertain.  On  the  brink  of  the 
river,  nigh  to  where  the  body  was 
found,  there  appeared  evident 
marks  of  a  horfe’s  plunging,  as  if 
to  avoid  the  water.  The  animal, 
a  black  mare,  apparently  in  foal, 
was  obferved  grazing  near  South- 
■eram,  by  a  perfon,  who,  from 
three  freffi  wounds  which  her  off 
flank  exhibited,  concluded  fhe  be¬ 
longed  to  a  fmuggler,  and  had 
thus  fuftered  through  the  illegal 
practices  of  her  mafter ;  but  the 
wounds,  it  is  believed,  were  in¬ 
flicted  by  the  deceafed,  as  in  his 
pockets  were  found  three  cafe 
knives,  and  a  large  butcher’s  knife, 
Iheathed,  but  very  much  ftained 
with  blood.  The  knives  were  all 
new,  and  in  oft  likely  purchafed  for 
domefti-c  purpofes,  though  fo  cru- 
elly  applied  by  him,  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  intoxication,  and  pro¬ 
bably  to  impel  the  poor  animal 
forward,  through  difficult  paffes, 
to  his  own  deilruHion.  His  watch 


and  about  i  2  guineas  in  cafli  and 
notes  were  alfo  found  in  his  breeches 
pockets.  He  has  left  a  wife  and 
feveral  children. 

The  Old  Bailey  feffions  ^  ^ 
terminated.  James  Bullock,  ^ 
a  bankrupt,  .was  tried  for  feloni- 
oufly  fecreting  his  property  from 
his  creditors.  It  appeared,  that 
the  prifoner  had  been  a  wine  and 
fpirit  merchant  in  Lawrence  Pount- 
ney-lane,  and  had  carried  on  the 
fame  trade  in  Scott’s  yard.  He 
became  a  bankrupt  in  April  laft. 
It  appeared  that  the  prifoner’s 
clerk,  Wallis,  had  made  up  a  ftate- 
ment  of  the  debts  due  to  the  pri¬ 
foner,  both  in  town  and  country  ; 
but  the  cafh-book  of  the  prifoner 
had  never  been  made  up.  On  the 
firft  appearance  of  the  prifoner's 
infolvency,  his  deficiency  amount¬ 
ed  to  about  J50I.  but  it  was  foon 
difeovered  actually  to  come  to 
1200k — J.  Spencer,  afliftant  to 
Mr.  Page,  meffenger  to  the  com- 
irrfiioners  of  bankrupts,  teftified 
the  abfence  of  the  prifoner  when 
fummoned.  The  meffenger  fol¬ 
lowed  him  to  Edinburgh,  whither 
he  had  fent  fix  teen  packages.  He 
then  took  him  into  cuftody,  and 
recovered  the  packages.  Several 
other  circumftances  were  entered 
into,  which  proved  his  felonious 
intent,  and  the  jury  found  him 
guilty.— Death.  When  James 
Bullock  was  called  on,  in  the  ufual 
way,  by  the  clerk  of  the  arraigns, 
to  fay,  why  fentence  of  death  and 
execution  thereon,  ffiould  not  be 
paffed  on  him,  he  repeated  fome 
objeHions  he  made  on  his  trial, 
that  he  was  not  guilty  of  any  in¬ 
tentional  fraud  or  wrong,  and  that 
he  had  been  tried  and  convifted 
upon  illegal  and  unconftitutional 
evidence. — Whfen  the  recorder  had 
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flhiftied  his  exhortation,  and  paf- 
fed  the  awful  fentence  of  the  law, 
Bullock  addreffed  him  as  follows : 
— - <(  Permit  me,  my  lord,  for  my- 
felf,  and  in  the  name  of  all  the 
unfortunate  perfons  now  at  this 
bar,  to  return  you  our  moft  grate¬ 
ful  thanks  for  your  friendly  ad¬ 
monition.  It  came  from  the  heart, 
and  I  trull  will  be  felt  by  the 
heart.  Perhaps  the  moll  afflidling 
part  of  our  fufferings  is  the  mifery 
and  difgrace  brought  upon  and  felt 
by  our  relations  and  friends  !  As 
for  myfelf,  death  has  no  pang. 
And  I  trull,  when  I  am  fummoned 
before  that  awful  tribunal,  where 
we  mull  all  fome  time  appear,  that 

1  fhall  Hand  well  with  a  moll  mer¬ 
ciful  Saviour!5*  He  then  bowed 
refpedlfully,  and  retired  from  the 
bar,  apparently  borne  down  by 
the  horrors  of  his  lituation.  Pie 
is  a  tall  man,  about  forty  years 
of  age,  of  middle  llature,  of  a 
gentlemanly  appearance  and  ad- 
drefs,  and  of  a  pitch  of  intellect 
which  might  render  him  an  honour 
to  any  lituation  in  life. 

2  i  Accidentally  Ihot,  An. 

*  drew-James  Bazell,  a  cor¬ 
poral.  He  was  the  non.commif- 
lioned  officer  of  a  fmall  detach¬ 
ment  of  foldiers  for  efcorting  three 
defer  ters  to  the  depot  in  the  iile  of 
Wight.  While  the  party  were 
refrelhing  themfelves  at  a  little 
public- houfe  between  Afhford  and 
Hampton,  Anfon,  one  of  the  pri¬ 
vates,  was  laying  down  his  arms 
and  accoutrements,  when  the  piece 
fuddenly  went  off,  and  lodged 
its  contents  in  Bazell’s  body,  be¬ 
low  the  right  arm,  which  caufed 
bis  inftant  death.  The  deceafed 
and  Anfon  were  particularly  good 
friends, 


An  attempt  was  made  a  ^ 
few  days  fincie  by  the  pri-  2^1  * 
foners  of  war  at  Norman-crofs  to 
effedf  their  efcape.  Between  ten 
and  eleven  at  night,  a  force  of 
500  of  them  rufhed  all  at  once 
again  ft  tlie  interior  paling  of  the 
prifon,  and  levelled  one  angle  of 
it  with  the  ground.  They  were 
proceeding  to  make  a  like  expe¬ 
riment  upon  the  next  inclofure 
(conftrudled  like  the  former  of 
wood)  when  they  were  charged  by 
the  military,  and  more  than  40 
feverely  wounded  with  the  bayonet 
before  they  were  driven  back. 
None  cfcaped  ;  but  in  confequence 
of  .this  attempt,  a  vaft  inclofure 
of  brick-work  is  now  buildinp 
about  the  prifon;  it  is  to  be  14 
feet  high,  and  nearly  a  mile  in 
circumference. 


The  extraordinary  high  . 
tide  of  this  evening,  which 
did  fuch  ferious  damage  all  the 
way  down  the  Thames,  from  Lon* 
don-bridge  to  the  Nore,  is  attri* 
buted  to  the  preffure  of  the  waters 
of  the  North  Sea  towards  the 
Straits  of  Dover,  in  confequence 
of  the  late  violent  winds  from  the 
north  and  north-eaft,  which  have 
prevented  the  efflux  of  the  Thames. 
In  the  neighbourhood  of  London, 
cellars  were  overflowed  that  were 
never  injured  by  any  former  riling 
of  the  tide.  The  damages  are  far 
more  confiderable  than  was  at  firft 
imagined.  On  the  LincoJnfhire 
coaft,  in  feveral  places,  the  banks 
were  overflowed,  and  the  low  lands 
near  the  fea,  inundated.  At  Bof- 
ton,  very  few  houfes,  lituated 
near  the  river,  efcaped  its  effects* 
the  water  being  more  than  a  foot 
deep  in  the  rooms  on  the  ground 
floor,  and  the  cellars  completely 
*  K  4  deluged*, 
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deluged.  The  ftreets  were  in 
many  places  impaflable*  When  at 
Its  height,  the  tide  was  four  inches 
higher  than  the  great  one  of  the 
39th  061.  17S1.  At  the  weft  end 
of  the  church,  it  was  two  feet  fix 
inches  deep,  and  flowed  down  the 
different  aides  as  far  as  the  pulpit, 
to  the  confiderable  annoyance  of 
the  company  affembled  to  enjoy 
the  mufical  feftival.  In  its  pro- 
grefs  confiderable  damage  was 
done  ;  and  it  being  what  is  called 
a  ftolen  tide,  the  country  was  not 
prepared  for  it  ;  in  conference, 
many  fheep  on  the  marfhes  were 
drowned.  The  north-eaft  coaft  of 
Norfolk  felt  its  effe6ls  feverely. 
The  levelnefs  of  the  coaft,  the 
height  of  the  tide,  and  the  fury  of 
the  wind,  made  the  fea  rufh  in 
upon  the  land  with  fuch  force  and 
velocity  as  hardly  had  ever  been 
experienced.  Elakeney  harbour, 
which  is  dry  at  low  water,  was 
filled  by  the  fea  in  the  fpace  of  a 
few  minutes  ;  the  tide  rofe  above 
the  banks,  and  the  boats  and  vef- 
fels  which  were  in  the  harbour 
foon  floated  into  the  quay,  and 
ftove  againft  the  buildings.  Cley, 
about  a  mile  from  Blakeney,  af¬ 
forded  as  extraordinary  a  fpedlacle. 
The  tide  ufualiy  rifes  at  this  place 
from  8  to  12  feet,  and  this  time  it 
trofe  not  lefs  than  z8  ;  the  ftreets 
were  completely  inundated,  and 
nothing  but  clofed  doors,  and  dun¬ 
ged  crevices,  prevented  feveral  feet 
of  water  penetrating  into  the 
ground-floors  of  the  houfes.  The 
road  from  Elakeney  to  Cley  lies 
over  a  part  of  the  land  which  is 
always  covered  by  a  few  inches  of 
Water,  which  comes  up  to  Cley. 
When  the  gale  began  to  rage  furi- 
Qufly,  a  gig  palled  with  little  in¬ 


convenience,  as  the  wafer  rGfe  not 
much  above  the  horfe’s  ancles  ;  bus 
the  tide  rolled  in  with  fuch  extra¬ 
ordinary  rapidity,  that  half  an 
hour  after  it  was  abfoluteiy  im- 
paflabie. — -At  Whitftable,  houfes, 
trees,  and  walls,  were  carried  away 
by  the  devouring  element.  Th& 
veflels  in  the  harbour  drove  afhore 
in  the  marfhes,  the  boats  were 
dallied  to  pieces,  and  the  colliers 
that  hauled  high  on  the  Chore, 
being  repaired,  were  fet  afloat,  and 
deftroyed  feveral  houfes  by  being 
dallied  againft  them.  The  inha¬ 
bitants  with  difficulty  efcaped 
with  their  lives— The  Reculvers, 
about  nine  miles  from  Margate, 
which  ferves  as  a  fea-mark,  and 
is  very  confpicuous,  from  its  two 
fpires  being  built  in  the  form  of 
pyramids  (called,  by  the  feamen, 
i(  The  two  Sifters’'),  has  received 
great  damage.  This  antient  ftruc- 
ture  is  furrounded  by  a  ftrong  wall* 
in  the  interior  of  which  is  a  bu¬ 
rial-ground,  and  has  been  ex¬ 
pelled  for  a  long  time  to  have 
been  wafhed  away.  This  day, 
the  tide  took  away  the  remaining 
part  of  the  road,  and  carried  with 
it  about  ten  yards  of  the  wall, 
which  is  not  ten  yards  from  the 
foundation  of  the  church,  and  has 
left  expofed  large  pieces  of  cof¬ 
fins,  with  a  quantity  of  bones  and 
fculls  ;  and  from  the  fituation  in 
which  it  now  ftands,  the  church, 
it  is  expe61ed,  will  foon  be  fwept 
away.  Thirty  fheep,  near  this 
place,  were  walhed  away,  and  a 
large  lugger  was  driven  near  half 
a  mile  up  the  marlhes,  and  found 
in  a  turnip-field  at  Herne  Bay. 
At  Margate,  feveral  houfes  have 
been  walhed  away,  and  the  dif- 
treffed  inhabitants  with  difficulty 

fayed 
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&ved  their  beds,  on  which  they 
were  obliged  to  deep  on  the  cliffs 
the  remainder  of  the  night.  One 
poor  fi  {Herman  was  obliged  to  carry 
his  three  f'mall  children  out  of  the 
ho ufe  tied  up  in  a  blanket.  The 
cliffs  iikewife  fuffained  confider- 
able  damage,  and  numbers  of  tur-, 
sip  and  potatoe  fields  have  been 
entirely  fpoiled  by  the  fait  water. 
At  Broadffairs,  feveral  fiftier- 
men  are  nearly  rained,  owing  to 
their  warehouses,  on  the  left  fide 
of  the  Pier,  being  wafhed  away. 
Several  large  trees,  which  had 
maintained  peaceable  poffeffion 
for  upwards  of  40  years,  were  torn 
up  by  the  roots ;  and  the  chalk 
rocks,  of  amazing  fize,  were 
waffled  over  the  pier  into  the  fea. 
Several  boats  were  entirely  demo- 
lifhed  ;  the  whole  of  the  homes 
near  the  pier  were  inundated,  and 
the  inhabitants  obliged  to  remove 
out  of  them.  Tremendous  large 
quantities  of  the  cliffs,  to  the 
right  and  left  of  Broadffairs,  have 
h£en  waffled  away  :  and  a  bath 
(known  by  the  name  of  Lord 
Keith’s  bath)  fell  in,  and,  with 
feveral  yards  of  the  cliff,  was  car¬ 
ried  into  the  fea.  At  Ramfgate, 
the  boats  moored  infide  of  the 
outer  bafon,  with  feveral  cutters, 
&c.  were  driven  on  fhore.  At 
Sandwich,  feme  fmail  craft  were 
driven  on  fhore,  and  three  of  the 
boats  broken  to  pieces.  Several 
fmail  buildings  were  damaged,  and 
the  embankments  torn  down.  Dover 
pier  has  been  fhattered  feverely, 
and  the  wharfing  and  foreland 
before  the  York  hotel,  and  that 
part  of  the  town  is  very  much 
torn  away.  To  the  northward  of 
the  South  Foreland,  a  conffderable 
inundation  took  place,  by  which  a 
siumbet  of  black  cattle  and  (keep 


were  drowned  ;  providentially  the 
tide  began  to  ebb,  without  wind, 
when  it  was  within  two  inches 
of  the  top  of  lord  Dudley’s  ex. 
tenfive  fea-wall,  or  the  whole  of 
that  level  muff  have  been  under 
water.  At  South  End,  the  water 
rofe  to  fuch  a  height,  that  the 
company  at  the  theatre  could  not 
quit  it  till  near  two  o’clock  the 
next  morning.  Upwards  of  350 
fheep,  the  property  of  Mr.  Cooper, 
of  Langenhoe-hall,  were  drowned 
by  the  overflowing  of  the  tide  oft 
Fingeringhoe  marflies,  Eflex,  on 
the  night  of  the  29th. 

Died.  —  The  celebrated  ^ 
and  facetious  farmer  Tho.  Ha-  * 
gerty,  of  Moy,  county  of  Glared 
He  had  completed  his  royth  year 
about  a  week  before,  and  had  then 
never  known  ficknefs,  but  retained 
all  his  faculties  in  great  vigour* 

At  Abey,  near  Louth,  , 
Mrs.  Mary  Allcock,  aged 
100  years  and  flx  months.  The 
fhirt  which  fhe  made  for  her  firit 
child  ferved  for  39  other  children 
in  their  infancy. 

Lately,  at  Scheneftady,  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  aged  103,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Cowans;  who  read  without  fpedU 
acles  till  her  death,  and,  but  two 
years  ago,  entered  the  field  and 
rafed  grafs  with  a  feythe. 

At  Adams,  Berkshire,  t  , 
county  Maflachufetts,  aged 
107,  Mr.  j.  Peters,  who  enjoy., 
ed  an  uncommon  (bare  of  good 
health,  ftrength,  and  activity,  and 
was  in  poffeffion  of  all  his  facul¬ 
ties,  till  the  very  moment  that 
ended  his  life. 

At  his  houfe  at  Clapham,  , 
Surrey,  Sir  Win.  Staines,  11 
knt.  the  venerable  alderman  of 
Cripplegate  ward,  in  the  city  of 
London,  who  had  paffed  the  civic 

chair 


SH*  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1807. 


chair  with  equal  reputation  to 
himfelf  and  advantage  to  his  fel¬ 
low-citizens.  He  Was  elected  in 
the  common  council  for  the  ward 
of  Cripplegate  in  17 83;  ap¬ 
pointed  one  of  the  deputies  of  that 
extenfive  ward  in  1791  ;  elected 
alderman  in  1793  ;  knighted  1796  ; 
ferved  the  office  of  fheriff  1797; 
and  that  of  lord  mayor  in  1801. 
Thefe  feveral  offices  he  filled  with 
the  ut  mo  ft  integrity.  He  raifed 
himfelf  by  honeft  induftry  to  opu¬ 
lence  ;  and  always  had  the  good 
fenfe  to  acknowledge  his  humble 
origin.  In  him  the  poor  have  loft 
a  fatherly  prote&or,  his  tenants  a 
kind  ffindlord,  and  his  workmen 
an  indulgent  and  beneficent  maf- 
ter.  His  iilnefs  was  fevere,  but 
borne  with  Chriftian  fortitude. 
The  remains  of  this  worthy  man 
were  on  Saturday  the  19th  re¬ 
moved  from  his  houfe  at  Clapham, 
and  depofited  in  his  family  vault 
in  Cripplegate  church-yard.  The 
proceffion  fet  out  from  Clapham 
about  12  o’clock  ;  proceeded  over 
London  bridge  ;  flopped  fora  very 
ftiort  time  at  the  Manfion- houfe, 
and  arrived  at  the  church  at  two. 
There  were  ten  mourning-coaches, 
in  one  of  which  were  the  civic 
fword  and  mace,  accompanied  by 
the  proper  officers  ;  in  the  next 
were  the  lord  mayor  and  the  re¬ 
corder  of  London.  In  the  others 
were  two  aldermen,  feveral  com- 
mon-councilmen,  and  many  of  the 
deceafed’s  friends.  The  mourning- 
coaches  were  followed  by  the  pri¬ 
vate  carriages  of  the  deceafed,  the 
lord  mayor,  & c.  At  the  end  of 
Alderfgate-ftreet,  the  proceffion 
was  met  by  the  beadles  and  charity- 
children  of  Cripplegate  parifh;  who 
accompanied  the  body  to  the 

«hurch. 


At  Aughton,  near  Ormfkirk, 
Mr.  Richard  Brighoufe,  100.  He 
has  left  a  widow,  to  whom  he  had 
been  married  70  years. 

At  Newcaftle,  Elizabeth  Picket, 
103.  She  enjoyed  good  health 
till  within  fix  months  of  her 
death. 


OCTOBER. 

The  chapel  at  Holloway, 
near  Iflington,  was  burned 
down  on  this  morning,  about 
three  o’clock  ;  and  fome  fufpicion 
having  arifen  that  the  fire  was  not 
accidental,  100I.  reward  has  been 
offered  for  the  difcovery  of  the 
incendiary. 

This  morningj  at  fix  ,  » 
o’clock,  a  fire  was  difco- 
vered  in  Mr.  Whitbread’s  brew¬ 
ery,  in  Chifwell-ftreet.  Fortu¬ 
nately  the  flames  were  fubdued  be¬ 
fore  they  had  done  very  material 
damage ;  it  is  rather  Angular,  that 
the  flames  contributed  in  a  great 
meafure  to  the  extinguifhing  of 
thenffelves ;  for  they  burned  dow» 
the  pillars  on  which  a  vat,  con¬ 
taining  207 1  barrels  of  beer  flood  ; 
the  vat  fell,  and  the  flames  were 
extinguifhed  by  the  torrent  of  bee* 
which  flowed  from  it. 

A  court  martial,  at  which  fir 
J.  Duckworth  prefided,  was  held 
on  board  his  Majefty’s  Blip,  Sal. 
vador  del  Mundo,  in  Hamoaze, 
Plymouth,  on  charges  exhibited 
by  captain  Dilkes  of  the  Hazard, 
againft  William  Berry,  firft  lieute¬ 
nant  of  the  faid  (hip,  for  a  breach 
of  the  2d  and  29th  articles  of  war  ; 
the  former  refpefting  uncleannefs, 
&c,  the  latter  the  commiffion  of  an 
unnatural  crime  with  Thomaa 

Gibbs, 
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Gibbs,  a  boy  belonging  to  the  Ha- 
sard,  on  the  23d  of  Augufl.  The 
evidence  being  heard  in  fupport 
of  the  charges,  the  prifoner  not 
having  prepared  his  defence,  beg¬ 
ged  time,  which  the  court  readily 
granted,  till  next  day  at  ten 
o’clock.  At  that  hour  the  court 
affembled  again  ;  and  having  heard 
what  the  prifoner  had  to  offer  in 
his  defence,  and  maturely  weighed 
the  fame,  the  court  were  of  opi¬ 
nion  the  charges  had  been  fully 
proved,  and  accordingly  adjudged 
the  prifoner  to  be  hanged.  One 
of  the  witneffes  on  this  awful  and 
horrible  trial,  was  a  little  female 
tar,  Elizabeth  Bowden,  who  has 
been  on  board  the  Hazard  thefe 
eight  months.  She  appeared  in 
court  in  a  long  jacket  and  blue 
trowfers. 

,  This  morning  a  fire  broke 
9*  *  out  at  Mr.  Cope’s  fugar-houfe 
oppofite  Whitechapel-church,  oc¬ 
casioned  by  a  boiler  being  over¬ 
heated,  and  communicated  to  fe- 
veral  other  houfes,  all  of  which 
were  burnt. 

,  The  long  talked  of  feat 
3  •  between  Capt.  Barclay  and 

Wood  was  performed  this  day  at 
Newmarket.  The  wager  was  for 
600  guineas,  who  could  go  far- 
theft  in  24  hours.  Wood  giving 
the  captain  20  miles ;  befides 
which  there  has  been  betting  to 
the  amount  of  feveral  thoufands. 
The  crowd  on  this  occafion  was 
beyond  all  former  example.  The 
parties  darted  at  eight,  near  the 
race-courfe,  on  a  piece  of  ground 
rolled  and  lined  for  a  mile.  They 
were  both  drefled  in  flannel ;  no 
legs  to  their  {lockings.  Wood 
ran  8  miles  the  firft  hour;  7  in 
the  next ;  7  again  in  the  third  ; 

in  the  fourth ;  6  in  the  next  j 
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and  5I  in  the  fixth  hour ;  in  all* 
40  miles.  He  then  gave  up  th® 
Cornell,  to  the  aftonifliment  and 
mortification  of  numerous  betters. 
After  having  gone  24  miles  in 
three  hours  and  16  minutes.  Wood 
took  fome  refrelhment  for  five  mi¬ 
nutes  in  a  marquee  at  the  {farting 
poft,  oppofite  that  of  Capt.  Bar¬ 
clay.  He  refled  again  ten  minutes 
after  having  gone  32  miles.  He 
laid  himfelf  down,  and  appeared 
a  little  fatigued.  His  time  was 
fpent  in  having  his  ancles  and 
body  rubbed  ;  and  on  his  leaving 
the  marquee  he  appeared  without 
his  (hoes.  His  feet  were  cut  with¬ 
out  his  fnoes,  and  he  put  them  on  ; 
but,  after  having  gone  40  mile* 
in  fix  hours  and  20  minutes,  he 
retired  to  his  marquee  ;  and  it  was 
fhortly  after  communicated  to  the 
fpedlators,  that  he  had  refigned  the 
match.  Capt.  Barclay  purfued  a 
Heady  courfe  of  fix  miles  an  hour, 
without  varying  a  minute.  He 
flopped,  and  took  fome  warm  fowl, 
after  having  gone  18  miles;  and 
he  flopped  again  after  having  gone 
the  other  1 8  miles.  The  Captain, 
however,  ran  four  miles  to  decide 
foijne  bets  ;  and  he  did  36  miles  in 
fix  hours  and  20  minutes.  This 
race  caufed  much  furprize,  as  it 
was  well  known  that  Wood  had 
done  40  miles  in  lefs  than  five 
hours,  only  a  few  months  fince ; 
and  the  fporting  men  declined  pay¬ 
ing  their  bets  for  the  prefen  t.  It, 
however,  was  manifefl,  that  there 
was  no  collufion  between  the  cap¬ 
tain  and  the  other  party. 

This  night,  a  dreadful 
accident  happened  at  Sad- 
ler’s  Wells  theatre,  immediately 
preceding  the  curtain  being  let 
down  to  prepare  for  the  water 
feene  in  the  Ocean  Fiend.  A  quar¬ 
rel 
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rel  took  place  in  the  pit,  and  fome 
people  cried  out,  “  A  fight  V* 
which  was  miftaken  for  a  cry  of 
<c  Fire  ! >}  It  was  a  benefit  night, 
and  the  houfe  was  crowded  ;  every 
part  inltantly  became  a  fcene  of 
terror  and  confulion  ;  the  people  in 
thegallery,  pit,  and  boxes,  eagerly 
prefled  forward  to  the  doors,  for 
the  purpofe  of  gettingout,  butwere 
not  able  to  accomplilh  their  in¬ 
tentions  in  time  to  anfwer  their 
impatience.  The  preflure  was  dread¬ 
ful  ;  and  thofe  next  to  the  avenues 
were  thrown  down  and  run  overby 
thofe  immediately  behind,  without 
dlftin&ion  of  age  or  fex.  Of  thofe 
quite  in  the  rear,  fome  became  def- 
perate,  and  threw  themfelves  from 
the  gallery  into  the  pit,  and  from 
the  boxes  upon  the  ftage.  At  the 
©utfide  of  the  theatre  the  fcene  was 
not  lefs  dreadful  ;  at  every  door 
and  avenue  might  be  feen  people 
dragged  out,  w-hofe  ftrength  was 
exhaufled,  only  juft  being  able  to 
gain  the  paflage,  or  being  forced 
forward  by  the  crowd,  but  unable 
to  efcape  by  themfelves.  Sixteen 
hundred  perfons  were  in  the  houfe, 
and  we  lament  to  fay  that  eighteen 
were  trodden  to  death.  The  ma¬ 
nagers  of  the  theatre,  and  the  per¬ 
formers,  were  eager  to  aflure  the 
audience  that  the  alarm  was  en¬ 
tirely  falfc,  and  that  there  was  no 
fire;  but  nothing  could  reftore 
confidence  to  the  people  in  the" gal¬ 
lery,  who  forced  their  way  through 
the  fides  into  the  houfe,  and  down 
the  private  paflages.  Medical  af- 
fiftance  was  called  in  from  all  quar¬ 
ters  ;  and  by  the  exertions  of  the 
profeffional  gentlemen,  many  per¬ 
fons  were  relieved,  and  fome  re¬ 
ft  o  red  to  life.  Two  men  and  two 
women  have  been  taken  into  cuf- 
tedy  as  principal  promoters  of  this 
calamity,  and  are  now  in  confine^ 


ment  to  take  their  trials,  G?f 
an  indiftment  to  be  preferred  by 
the  managers  of  the  theatre,  for  a 
riot.  It  is  an  ad:  of  juftice  to 
every  perfon  concerned  with  the 
theatre,  in  faying,  that  nothing 
was  left  undone  on  their  parts,  to 
prevent  confulion  and  mifehief ; 
and  when  the  dreadful  refult  was 
afeertained,  all  that  could  be  done 
in  procuring  medical  aid,  was  re¬ 
ferred  to  with  a  promptitude  of 
exertion  that  entitles  them  to  the 
thanks  of  the  furvivors.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  is  a  lift  of  the  unfortunate 
fufferers  : 

1.  John  Labdon,  aged  20,  of  Bell- 

yard,  Temple-bar. 

2.  Rebecca  Ling,  of  Bridge* 
court,  Weftminfter. 

3.  Edward  Bland,  aged  28,  of 
Bear-ftreet,  Leicefter-fields. 

4.  John  Greenwood,  King-ftreet, 

Hoxton-fquare. 

5.  Sarah  Chalkeley,  of  No.  24, 
Oxford -road. 

6.  Rhoda  Wall,  aged  16,  of  the 

Crooked-Bill,  Hoxton. 

7.  Mary  Evans,  Market-ftreet, 

Shoreditch. 

8.  Caroline  Terrill,  Plough- 

ftreet,  White-chapel. 

9.  William  Pincks,  aged  17,  of 

Hoxton-market. 

10.  James  Pellifton,  aged  30^ 

White  Lion-ftreet,  Penton- 
ville. 

11.  Edward  Clements,  aged  13, 

Paradife-court,  Battle-bridge. 

12.  James  Groves,  a  fervant  with 

Mr.  Taylor,  Hoxton-fquare. 

13.  Benjamin  Price,  a  lad  of  about 

1 2  years  old,  of  No.  33,  Lime- 
ftreet,  Leadenhall-ftreet. 

14.  Elizabeth  Margaret  Ward,  of 

No.  20,  Plumbtree-ftreet, 
Bloomibury, 
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Lydia  Carr,  of  No.  23,  Peer- 
lefs  Pool,  City-road. 

1 6.  John  Ward,  aged  16,  of  No. 

1,  Glafs-houffi-yard,  Gofwell- 
Greet. 

17.  Charles  Judd,  aged  20,  of 

Artillery -lane,  Bifhopfgate- 
Greet, 

18.  Rebecca  Saunders,  9  years 
old,  of  No.  12,  Draper’s- 
buildings,  London  Wall. 

,  The  comet  lately  difco- 
1 9  *  vered  has  been  obferved  by 

many  perions  in  this  country,  for 
feveral  nights  pad,  and  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  evening  of  this  day, 
when  the  following  phenomena 
were  diftinftly  feen.  The  comet 
became  vifible  immediately  after 
twilight,  at  a  confideruble  eleva¬ 
tion  in  the  heavens,  nearly  due 
wed,  and  fet  about  one  degree 
half  pad  eight  o’clock,  within  a 
few  degrees  of  N.  W.  The  nu¬ 
cleus,  ordar,  when  viewed  through 
a  fmall  telefcope,  appeared  about 
the  fize  of  a  dar  of  the  firft  mag¬ 
nitude,  but  lefs  vivid,  and  of  a 
pale  dulky  colour.  The  atmof- 
phere  of  the  comet,  owing  to  the 
limited  power  of  the  telefcope, 
was  barely  perceptible.  The  tail, 
daily  increafing  in  magnitude  and 
fplendour,  as  the  comet  approaches 
the  fun,  appeared  fometimes  ex¬ 
tremely  brilliant,  feerning  to  be  a 
vibration  of  luminous  particles, 
fomewhat  refembling  the  aurora 
"borealis,  and  at  other  times  almoft 
to  difappear.  From  the  arch  de. 
feribed  by  the  comet  in  the  hea¬ 
vens,  in  the  Ihort  fpace  of  two 
hours,  its  velocity  mud  be  im- 
menfe.  By  the  neared  computa¬ 
tion  which  circumdances  and  Gtua- 
tion  allowed,  fuppodng  the  comet 
as  far  didant  as  the  fun,  or  about 
12,000  diameters  of  the  earth,  it 
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mud  be  moving  in  the  prefent 
ftage  of  its  perihelion,  at  the 
amazing  velocity  of  nearly  a  mil¬ 
lion  of  miles  an  hour,  pr  upwards 
of  16,00.0  miles  a  minute. 

The  fentence  of  the  court  mar¬ 
tial  was  executed  on  lieutenant 
Berry,  late  did  lieutenant  of  the 
Hazard  Hoop  of  war,  who  was 
conv lifted  of  a  namelefs  offence. 
The  prifoner  being  removed  from 
the  Salvador  del  Mundo,  to  the 
Hazard,  lying  along  fide  a  hulk  in 
Hamoaze,  at  nine  o’clock  appear¬ 
ed  and  mounted  the  fcaffold  with 
the  greated  fortitude  ;  he  then  re¬ 
queued  to  fpe?k  with  the  Rev, 
Mr.  Birdwood,  on  the  fcaffold  ; 
he  fa  id  a  few  words  to  him  but  in 
fo  low  a  tone  of  voice  that  he 
could  not  be  diftinftly  heard ;  and 
on  the  blue  cap  being  put  over  his 
Gee,  the  fatal  bow- gun  was  fired, 
and  he  was  immediately  ran  up  to 
the  darboard  fore-yard  arm,  with 
a  321b.  foot  tied  to  his  legs.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  the  knot  had  got  round 
under  his  chin,  which  caufed  great 
convulfions  for  a  quarter  of  an 
hour.  After  being  fufpended  the 
ufual  time,  he  was  lowered  into 
his  coffin,  which  was  ready  to  re¬ 
ceive  him  in  a  boat  immediately 
under;  and  conveyed  to  the  Royal 
Hofpital,  where  his  friends  mean 
to  apply  for  his  body  to  inter. 
He  was  a  native  of  Lancafter,  and 
only  22  years  of  age.  For  the 
fall  week  he  feemed  very  penitent, 
and  perfectly  refigned. 

A  curious  circumfiance  occurred 
while  the  prifoner  was  in  the  cabin 
with  the  clergyman  and  receiving 
the  facrament.  A  woman  came 
alongfide  the  Hazard’s  hulk,  and 
handed  a  letter  up,  figned  Eliza¬ 
beth  Roberts,  addreffed  to  the 
commanding  officer,  which  Bated 

that 
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that  lieutenant  William  Berry 
could  yet  be  laved,  and  that  the 
perfon  who  could  do  it  was  along- 
iide  ;  it  was  by  marriage.  1  he 
woman  was  ordered  on  board,  and 
put  under  the  care  of  a  fentinel. 
When  the  execution  was  over, 
captain  Dilkes,  with  the  clergy¬ 
man  and  others,  queftioned  the 
woman  :  fhe  faid  fhe  had  dreamed 
laid  night,  that  if  fne  went  on 
board  the  Hazard  this  day,  and 
that  if  lieutenant  Berry  would 
marry  her,  he  would  not  fuffer 
death.  On  being  aiked  who  ad- 
vifed  her,  Ihe  replied  that  {he  told 
her  dream  to  fome  women  where 
(he  lived  in  Dock,  who  recom¬ 
mended  her  to  go,  in  confequence 
of  her  dream.  She  was  admonifti- 
ed,  and  fcnt  on  Ihore. 

This  evening,  an  inqueft 
was  taken  before  Benjamin 
Rooke,  junior,  efq.  at  the  Black 
Bull  inn,  Hoddefdon,  Herts,  on 
the  bodies  of  two  women,  who 
were  barbaroufly  murdered  on  the 
preceeding  evening,  by  Thomas 
SSimmonds. 

The  principal  evidence  was  Eli¬ 
zabeth  Harris,  the  maid-fervant, 
on  whom  the  firft  attack  was  made 
by  the  prifoner.  From  the  depo- 
fitions  of  this  girl,  and  other 
witnelfes,  the  following  facts  were 
collected  : — - 

Mr.  George  Boreham,  a  refpefl- 
able  farmer,  and  one  of  the  fociety 
of  Friends,  has  been  many  years 
re  fide  nt  dole  to  the  town  of  Hod¬ 
defdon,  in  Hertfordfhire,  had  four 
daughters,  one  of  them  the  wife  of 
Mr.  Warner,  brafs- founder,  of 
Jewin.ftreet,  London,  the  other 
three  fingle;  Mrs.  Warner,  had 
been  on  a  vilit  to  her  parents  fe¬ 
ver  al  days.  On  Tuefday  even¬ 
ings  Mrs.  Hommerfton  (houfe- 


keeper  to  Mr.  Edward  Battley) 
went  to  Mr.  Boreham’s,  to  fpend 
the  evening  ;  and  while  ihe  was 
fitting  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bore- 
ham,  and  their  four  daughters, 
about  nine  o’clock  in  the  evening, 
they  heard  a  noife  in  a  fmaii  back¬ 
yard,  adjoining  to  the  dwelling- 
houfe.  Mrs.  Hommerfton  got  up, 
opened  the  back  door,  and  went 
into  the  yard,  to  fee  who  was 
there  ;  when  Thomas  Simmonds, 
late  /ervant  to  Mr.  G.  Boreham* 
{truck  her  a  very  violent  blow  on 
the  back  part  of  her  neck  with  a 
penknife,  and  afterwards  {tabbed 
her  in  two  other  places  with  the 
fame  knife.  She  then  rerurned 
into,  and  ran  through,  the  fitting- 
room  which  fhe  had  juft  left,  as 
far  as  the  porch,  and  fat  down 
there  on  the  bench,  being  quite  ex- 
haufted'  from  the  lofs  of  blood. 
The  villain  then  rufhed  into  the 
fitting-room,  with  the  fame  knife 
open,  and  (tabbed  Mrs.  Warner 
in  the  neck,  and  divided  the  left 
carotid  artery  ;  fhe  ran  to  the  fire¬ 
place,  and  then  to  the  front  win¬ 
dow,  where  fhe  fell  dead.  He 
then  flew  to  Mrs.  Boreham,  and 
(tabbed  her  in  the  hind  part  of  her 
head,  clofe  to  the  neck,  and  af¬ 
terwards  in  the  back  part  of  her 
left  (boulder.  She  ran  from  him 
into  the  ltreet,  and  down  to  Tho¬ 
mas  Cdarke’s  cottage  juft  by,  cal¬ 
ling  out  (i  Murder  l”  Mr.  Bore- 
ham’s  other  three  daughters  fted; 
two  up  ftairs,  and  one  into  the 
ftreet.  The  villain  then  ran  out 
of  the  fitting-room  into  the  back 
kitchen,  and  back  acrofs  the  little 
yard  into  the  fitting-room,  after 
the  maid-fervant.  Mr.  Boreham, 
who  had  been  looking  on  during 
this  moft  horrid  tranfadlon,  got 
up,  and  {notwithftanding  he  had 
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Ibeen  deprived  of  the  ufe  of  his 
Bands,  and  could  only  crawl  about, 
from  a  paralytic  ftroke)  caught  up 
the  poker,  and  in  going  after  him, 
was  thrown  down  by  the  maid, 
whom  the  villain  laid  hold  of  at 
the  fame  infant,  knelt  on  her  bo¬ 
dy,  laid  hold  of  her  mouth  with 
his  left  hand,  and  was  juft  going 
to  cut  her  throat,  when '(he  took 
the  knife  from  him.  He  then  fled, 
and  the  maid  ran  up  into  the  town, 
calling  out ((  murder  !” 

It  appears  that  this  young  man 
had  been  fervant  in  the  family  of 
Mr.  Boreham  for  about  two  years 
laft  paft,  but  from  which  he  had 
been  very  lately  difmififed.  While 
in  the  family,  he  paid  his  addreiTes 
to  the  fervant,  Elizabeth  Harris  ; 
but  the  fy mptoms  of  a  ferocious 
and  ungovernable  temper,  which 
he  had  frequently  difplayed,  had 
induced  Mrs.  Boreham  to  difluade 
the  girl  from  having  any  connexion 
with  him  ;  and  this  violent  difpo- 
fttion  had  led  alfo  to  his  difmiffal 
from  the  family.  The  girl  had 
likewife  foolifhly  told  him,  that 
her  miftrefs  had  advifed  her  to  have 
nothing  to  do  with  him  ;  fhe  af¬ 
terwards  received  the  addreffes  of 
a  man  of  the  name  of  Dighton, 
which  had  fo  exafperated  Sirn- 
monds,  that  he  had  been  heard  to 
fay,  more  than  once,  t(  he  would 
do  for  them  all.” 

Mr.  James,  the  furgeon,  of  Hod- 
defdon,  was  immediately  called  in, 
and,  on  his  arrival,  found  Mrs. 
Hommerfton  on  the  bench  in  the 
porch,  fpeechlefs,  but  not  quite 
dead ;  (he  lived  about  three  mi¬ 
nutes  ;  and  on  going  into  the  flt- 
ting-room,  he  found  Mrs.  Warner 
on  her  back,  under  the  front  win¬ 
dow,  quite  dead,  and  Mrs.  Bore- 
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ham  bleeding  ;  be  was  at  fir  ft  very 
doubtful  of  her  recovery,  but 
there  are  great  hopes  that  fhe  will 
do  well. 

The  evidence  before  the  coroner 
being  gone  through,  the  jury,  with¬ 
out  hefitation,  gave  in  a  verdict  of 
—  Wilful  murder  againjl  Thomas 
Simmond's. 

The  villain  was  immediately 
conveyed  to  Hertford  gaol;  and 
he  has  fince  confeiTed  to  the  gaoler, 
&c.  the  whole  tranfa&ion ;  and 
that  he  attempted  to  ftab  the  maid 
in  the  neclc,  but  the  knife  went 
into  her  hand  ;  and,  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  he  was  making  the  fecond  at¬ 
tempt,  he  heard  an  odd  kind  of 
fluttering  noife  behind  him,  and  on 
looking  back,  faw  a  brown  figure^ 
with  wings  extended,  which  fright¬ 
ened  him  fo  much,  that  he  let  the 
maid  take  the  knife  out  of  his 
hand,  and  crawled  out  of  the  back 
door  on  his  hands  and  knees,  and 
the  figure  followed  him  to  the  gar¬ 
den  gate;  that  he  then  law  no 
more  of  it,  and  fled  to  a  cow-fhed, 
fome  way  off,  and  covered  himfelf 
over  with  ft  raw,  where  he  lay  un¬ 
til  he  was,  taken  ;  and  that  it  is 
impoftible  for  any  perfon  to  con¬ 
ceive  the  ftate  of  his  mind  at  this 
moment. 

Two  attempts  had  been  made, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  winter,  to 
breajk  open  and  rob  the  houfe  of 
Mr.!  Boreham,  which  led  to  a  fuf- 
pici^n  that  Simmonds  was  con- 
nettyd  with  a  gang  of  accomplices : 
but  vvjten  he  was  brought  before 
the  coroner’s  jury,  covered  with 
blood,  and  clofely  interrogated,  he 
denied  all  connexion  with  accom¬ 
plices,  exprefled  forrow  for  what 
he  had  done,  and  faid  he  had  no 
previous  intention  to  murder  Mrs. 
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HommerHon,  or  any  of  Mr.  Bore- 
ham’s  family  ;  his  foie  defign  was 
againft  Elizabeth  Harris. 

Sibella  Bell,  a  poor  wo¬ 
man,  threw  herfelf  out  of 
a  three-pair, of-ftairs  window  in 
Southampton-place,  Strand.  A 
brother  of  the  deceafed  proved  the 
fa 61  of  her  having  committed  the 
rafh  acl  herfelf,  Mr.  Lawrence, 
an  apothecary  and  furgeon  in  the 
Strand,  depofed  that  the  fpinal 
bone  of  the  deceafed  was  fo  fevere- 
ly  injured  by  the  fall,  that  it  oc- 
caiioned  her  death.  He  alfo  Hated, 
that  the  deceafed  had  lived  two 
years  as  fervant  to  his  mother, 
and  that  lately  fhe  had  exhibited 
fymptoms  of  mental  derangement. 
Among  other  circumftances,  there 
was  one  which  he  thought  was  par¬ 
ticularly  indicative  of  a  deranged 
Hate  of  mind.  She  became  fo  im- 
preffed  with  feme  gloomy  ideas  of 
religion,  that  fhe  went  to  St. 
Paul’s  church,  Covent-garden,  on 
the  Sunday  preceding,  during  the 
time  of  fervice,  and  called  on  the 
clergyman  for  his  bleffing,  as  the 
only  means  that  were  left  to  fave 
her  foul. 

,  This  evening,  a  little 
J  *  before  nine,  a  young  man 
named  Pearce,  was  feen  walking 
along  Upper  Lambeth  Marfh,  in 
adiUreffed  and  agitated  Hate,  Hgh- 
ing  and  moaning  bitterly.  Some 
minutes  afterwards  the  report  of  a 
piftol  was  heard,  in  a  place  called 
Cut-throat-lane,  which  leads  to 
the  water  fide,  along  the  wall  of 
the  archbifhop’s  garden  ;  feveral 
perfons  inHantly  ran  to  the  fpot 
from  which  the  report  proceeded, 
and  found  this  unfortunate  perfon 
lying  quite  dead,  with  his  brains 
fcattered  upon  the  ground.  A  pif¬ 
tol  was  alfo  found  tied  by  a  band* 


kerchief  to  his  wriH ;  no t,  how¬ 
ever,  fo  tight  as  to  prevent  him 
from  drawing  the  trigger.  The 
only  conje&ure  that  can  be  formed 
refpecling  this  extraordinary  pre¬ 
caution  is  an  apprehenfion  on  the 
part  of  the  deceafed  left  feme  other 
perfon  might  be  fufpected  to  have 
killed  him.  The  deceafed  was  by 
trade  a  wheelwright.  He  has  left 
a  young  wife  and  two  children  to 
lament  his  unhappy  fate.  We  un¬ 
derhand,  on  inquiry,  that  for  feme, 
time  paft  he  led  a  life  of  idlenefs 
and  extravagance,  which  at  laft 
caufed  him  to  enlift  in  the  guards. 
This  conduct  produced  great  un~ 
happinefs  between  him  and  his 
wife,  and  probably  led  to  the  fa¬ 
tal  aft  that  terminated  his  exig¬ 
ence. 

Mr.  Simeon,  jun.  was  murdered 
at  Eaft  Benton,  Wilts.  His  fa¬ 
ther,  a  reputable  farmer,  had  fuf- 
fered  many  depredations  in  his 
farm-yard,  fuch  as  wounding  cat¬ 
tle,  Healing  poultry,  &c.  and  a 
watch,  confining  of  three  perfons, 
was  fet  to  difcover  the  offenders. 
About  two  o’clock  in  the  morning 
three  fellows  made  their  appear¬ 
ance  in  the  ponltry-rooh,  adjoining 
a  hay-loft,  where  the  perfons  were 
watching,  and  after  having  flaugh- 
tered  and  bagged  feveral  fowls, 
they  retreated.  They  were  pur- 
fued  by  the  perfons  on  the  watch, 
but  having  dropped  their  booty 
they  efcaped  ;  and  whilft  Mr.  Si¬ 
meon  continued  the  purfuit,  which 
his  companions  had  relinquifhed, 
the  three  fellows  furrounded  him, 
and,  with  a  bludgeon,  killed  him 
on  the  fpot.  The  fellow  who 
Hruck  the  blows,  a  carpenter  who 
refides  in  the  parifh,  of  a  known 
fanguinary  difpofition,  was  difcq- 
vered  at  day-light  in  the  morning, 
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And  fecured  ;  but  be  has  refufed  to 
difcover  his  accomplices. 

,  This  morning,  at  two, 
25t  *  a  fire  broke  out  at  Mr. 
Moggridge’s,  fhoe-maker,  ioj, 
Fleet-ftreet.  It  commenced  in  the 
kitchen,  and  burned  with-fuch  ra¬ 
pidity,  that  the  family  and  lod¬ 
gers  had  hardly  time  to  make  their 
efcape.  The  houfe  and  furniture 
were  reduced  to  afhes.  The  Old 
Saloop  coffee-houfe  adjoining,  was 
very  much  damaged;  the  garrets 
were  entirely  burned,  with  part  of 
the  fecond  floor.  Mr.  Braibridge’s 
on  the  other  fide,  was  alfo  injured, 
as  was  the  back  of  the  Hand-in- 
Hand  Fire  office  in  New  Bridge- 
ftreef. 

An  extraordinary  affaffin,  of  the 
name  of  Lambarthe  Pinot,  the  ter¬ 
ror  of  his  canton,  was  executed  at 
Thouloufe.  In  order  to  fecure  him, 
a  brigade  of  gens  d>armesi  and  the 
inhabitants  of  an  entire  village, 
were  obliged  to  affemble.  He 
broke  out  of  prifon  feveral  times. 
He  was  thrice  condemned  to  death, 
and  the  laft  fentence  could  not  have 
been  executed  without  the  precau¬ 
tion  which  had  been  taken  of  put¬ 
ting  a  rope  about  his  neck,  in  or¬ 
der  to  weaken  his  flrength  and 
powers  of  refiftance.  He  threw 
the  executioner  off  the  fcaffold  ; 
and  fo  terrified  his  affiftant,  that 
he  durft  not  venture  to  lay  hands 
upon  him. 

Died.  17th.  A, t  Hackney, Mid- 
dlefex,  aged  105,  Mr.  James  Lack. 
He  had  ferved  as  a  private  foldier 
under  Georges  I.  and  II.;  was  in 
the  German  wars  in  the  reigns  of 
thofe  two  monarchs ;  and  attended 
gen.  Wolfe  in  his  laft  moments  at 
the  fiege  of  Quebec.  Though  he 
had  been  in  15  engagements  and 
25  fkirmifhes,  he  had  not  received 


a  wound  ;  and  boafted  that  he  had, 
never  (hewed  his  back  to  the  ene¬ 
my.  He  flattered  himfelf,  fome 
weeks  previous  to  his  dilfolution, 
that  Jie  fhould  live  to  the  age  of 
Old  Parr. 

At  Woombridge,  Salop*  Mary 
Hey  wood,  aged  i!2. 

At  Walfali  Workhoufe,  Peter 
Danks,  aged  104. 

At  Kingfton,  near  Forfar,  on 
the  6th  ult.  old  John  Maxwell,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  i©7*  He  re¬ 
tained  his  fenfes  to  the  laft,  and 
only  a  few  hours  before  his  death 
gave  dire&ions  as  to  his  funeral. 
John  was  four  times  married  ;  and, 
before  his  death,  directed  that  he 
fliould  be  buried  at  Mains  of 
Strathmartine,  where  his  firft  wife 
was  interred. 

In  Pound  ftreet,  Belfaft,  a  poor 
woman  named  Johnfton,  aged  1 23  $ 
her  brother,  who  is  ftill  alive,  is 
100  ;  and  his  wife  of  the  fame  age. 

At  Birmingham,  - Pratt,  a 

widow,  aged  102, 

Aged  107,  John  Key,  of  Edg*. 
baftonmill,  near  Birmingham. 


iff. 


NOVEMBER, 

This  morning,  about  12 
o’clock,  a  moft  daring  rob¬ 
bery  was  committed  at  the  foot  of 
Cockin-hill,  about  fix  miles  from 
Chichefter,  by  a  young  man,  on  a 
Mr.  Rhoades,  an  attorney,  of  Chi- 
chefter.  The  robber  prefented  a 
piftol  to  Mr.  R.’s  breaft,  and  de¬ 
manded  his  money  and  watch, 
which  he  complied  with.  Mr.  R., 
on  his  arrival  in  Chichefter,  made 
it  known  to  the  magiftrates;  when 
three  gentlemen  volunteered  their 
fervices  to  go  in  fearch  of  the  rob. 


tr  •—  ber.  They  accordingly  proceeded, 

Vol.  XLIX,  01  Vol,  VII,  New  Series.  *  F  1 ,  well 


66* 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1807. 


well  mounted  and  armed,  and  after  royal  highneffes  the  dukes  de  Berrjt 
about  two  hours  ride,  difcovered  and  Angouleme,  with  feveral  other 
him.  On  feeing  them  he  decamp-  noblemen,  came  with  him.  Mon- 
ed ;  but  finding  they  purfued  and  lieur  (the  comte  d’Artois)  came 
gained  ground  on  him,  he  turned  down  from  London  the  preceding 
about,  and  {hot  captain  Sargeant  day.  The  comte  came  on  fhore  in 
(a  gentleman  of  great  refpedtabi-  admiral  Douglas’s  barge,  in  the 
lity  near  Chicheiter)  through  the  moil  private  manner.  On  his  land- 
head,  and  he  dropped  dead.  The  ing  he  had  his  firft  interview  with 
robber  then  pulled  off  his  round  monfieur  (the  comte  d’Artois),  and 
frock,  fhoes,and  hat,  and  retreated  the  fcene  was  truly  affefting.  He 
into  a  coppice  juft  by,  while  the  was  conveyed  in  the  admiral’s  car- 
others  were  endeavouring  to  affift  riage  to  admiral  Douglas’s  houfe 
-their  friend.  The  next  day  the  to  breakfaft,  where  the  comte  and 


*purfuit  was  renewed ;  when  the 
whole  country  in  that  pirt  was 
xaifed  in  order  to  apprehend  him. 
A  detachment  of  dragoons,  with 


his  fuite,  confiding  of  the  dukes 
de  Grammont,  Angouleme,  and 
Berri,  the  comtes  d’Avary,  de 
Damas,  and  Nantouiller,  &c.  re¬ 


proper  guides,  and  a  number  of  ceived  a  hearty  welcome  ;  and  the 
the  country  people,  well  armed,  illuftrious  guefts  were  treated  with 
fcoured  all  the  woods  about  Graff,  that  true  Englilh  hofpitality  fo 
ham  and  Lavington  :  and  at  the  congenial  to  the  feelings  of  a  Bri~ 
clofe  of  the,  day,  he  was  met  by  a  tifh  feaman.  The  party  were  joined 
countryman*  who  {hot  him.  On  at  breakfaft  by  admirals  Ruffell, 
his  perfon  was  found  a  watch,  of  Hood,  and  feveral  captains.  Af- 
which  he  robbed  Mr.  Rhoades,  a  ter  breakfaft  he  took  his  leave,  and 
few  hours  previous  to  the  murder  fet  off  for  Yarmouth  in  his  own 
jof  Mr.  Sargeant ;  and  in  the  coat  carriage. 

he  had  thrown  away,  when  pur-  About  three  o’clock  in  , 
fued,  was  found  a  one  pound  note  the  afternoon, Louis  XVIII.  3 
that  he  had  alfo  taken  from  Mr.  arrived  at  the  great  White  Horfe, 
Rhoades.  He  refufed  to  furrender  Ipfwich,  from  Yarmouth,  attended 
when  met ;  and  when  (hot,  ftill  by  prince  de  Conde,  le  comte 
refufed  to  give  up  his  gun,  conti-  d’ Artois,  due  de  Bourbon,  due  de 
ruling  to  prefent  it,  but  the  wet-  Grammont,  and  fuite  ;  and  after 
nefs  of  the  night  rendered  it  ufe-  changing  horfes,  fet  off  for  Gof- 
|efs  ;  he  was  {hot  again,  fell  into  a  field  park,  in  Effex,  the  feat  of 
ditch,  and  died  in  about  half  an  the  marquis  of  Buckingham.  M. 
hour,  but  faid  nothing  ;  this  took  le  comte  de  Lille  has  received  hi§ 
place  about  two  miles  from  the  fpot  majefty ’s  invitation  to  take  up  his 
where  he  ihot  Mr.  Sargeant.  refidence  in  any  part  of  England 

^  Louis  XVIII.  king  of  during  his  temporary  ftay  in  this 
France,  landed  at  Yarmouth  country;  which  may  be  till  the 
this  morning,  under  the  title  of  month  of  April  or  May  next. 
Comte  de  Lille,  by  which  only  he  This  night,  about  half-  , 
will  be  recognifed  during  his  ftay  paft  eleven,  a  fire  was  dif-  -* 
in  England.  He  came  over  in  the  covered  in  a  ware  room  belonging 
S^yedifti  frigate  Frey  a;  their  to  Mr.  Benfley,  of  Bolt-courf, 

Fleet* 
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Fleet- ft reet,  printer,  fuppofed  to 
have  been  occafioned  by  boys  let¬ 
ting  off  fire  works,  which  fell  on 
a  Iky  light,  and  fo  communicated 
to  the  building.  Among  the  va¬ 
luable  works  deftroyed,  we  regret 
to  ftate,  that  a  fplendid  q.to.  edi¬ 
tion  of  Thomfon’s  Seafons  ;  700 
copies  of  Mr.  Smith's  Antiquities 
of  Weftminfter ;  a  fine  edition  of 
Juvenal;  another  of  Pope’s  works; 
many  copies  of  Edwards’s  Guide 
to  Brighthelmftone,  and  feveral 
ilngle  copies  of  matchlefs  rarity. 

The  Lord  Eldon  Eaft 
'  ’  Indiaman  was  attacked  this 

morning  by  a  French  privateer  off 
the  Needles.  It  being  dufk,  the 
crew  of  the  Indiaman  miftook  the 
privateer  for  an  Englifh  man  of 
war,  whofe  intention  in  coming 
alongfide  was  to  prefs  them  ;  and 
therefore  they  all  went  below.  The 
enemy  of  courfe  found  no  difficulty 
in  getting  poffeffion  of  the  Lord 
Eldon’s  quarter-deck.  The  cap¬ 
tain,  hearing  an  unufual  noife,  left 
his  cabin,  and  went  upon  deck, 
which,  to  his  furprife,  he  found  oc¬ 
cupied  by  Frenchmen.  He  gave 
notice  to  his  crew  below,  who  flew 
up,  and  foon  drove  the  intruders 
overboard.  Five  of  them  they 
previoufly  killed.  The  captain  of 
the  Lord  Eldon  killed  the  French¬ 
man  who  had  taken  poffeffion  of 
the  wheel,  by  cutting  off  his  head 
at  one  blow  ;  he  was  boatfwain  of 
the  privateer.  In  the  confufion, 
the  privateer  efcaped. 

,  This  evening  the  middle 
IOtl*  arch  of  Honiton  bridge,  on 
the  road  from  Exeter  to  Honiton, 
was  carried  away  by  the  flood  of 
water,  and  in  the  courfe  of  the 
night  the  whole  of  the  bridge  was 
deftroyed.  It  was  of  confiderable 
esuent^  iqq  feet  long  by  29  wide^ 


lately  built  at  a  confiderable  ex- 
pence,  and  has  not  been  completed 
more  than  fix  months. 

This  night,  during  the  gale,  the 
Leveret  Hoop  of  war  ftruck  upon 
the  Long  Sand,  and  loft  her  rudder, 
and  came  off  with  feven  feet  water 
in  her  hold,  and  drifted  towards 
the  Galloper,  when,  the  water  gain¬ 
ing  upon  them,  the  crew  were 
obliged  to  abandon  her,  and  were 
taken  out  by  a  veffel  belonging  to, 
Ipfwich,  and  are  all  fafely  arrived 
at  Harwich. 

Lately,  a  large  barn  be-  ^  , 
longing  to  Gen.  Money,  at  1 0  " 

Trowfe,  Norfolk,  was  burnt,  with 
a  great  quantity  of  barley,  &c. 
The  lofs  is  700I.  A  notorious  cha¬ 
racter,  named  Thomas  Sutton,  for¬ 
merly  convicted  of  ftealing  a  poney 
from  Gen.  Money,  and  fentenced  to 
feven  years  tranfportation,  but> 
having  ferved  out  that  term  or? 
board  the  hulks,  had  returned  to 
Trowfe,  furrendered  himfelf,  and 
voluntarily  confeffed  the  faCt. 

A  child  was  killed,  only  twelvo 
months  old,  belonging  to  Mr. 
Goldfbury,  of  Horfe-fhoe-ailey, 
Moorfields.  A  game-cock  ufed  fre¬ 
quently  to  eat  out  of  the  child’s 
hand ;  and,  this  morning,  while 
the  child  was  fitting  on  the  floor, 
the  cock  came  as  ufual  to  feed,  but, 
the  infant  not  having  any  thing 
for  him,  he  immediately  pecked  at 
the  child’s  head,  penetrated  to  its 
brain,  and  caufed  inftant  death. 

The  workmen  employed 
in  clearing  out  the  founda¬ 
tion  for  fome  new  building  in  the 
line  of  the  intended  opening  into 
Union-ftreet,  Aberdeen,  difcovered 
a  large  wooden  veffel  at  the  depth 
of  about  ten  feet  under  the  level  of 
the  ftreet,  filled  with  a  number  of 
filver  coins,  moftly  of  the  coinage 
*  F  z  of 
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of  Edward  I.  of  England,  and 
Alexander  III.  of  Scotland.  They 
were fcattered among  the  labourers, 
and  have  been  fmce  moftly  fold  to 
the  filverfmiths  in  the  town.  It  is 
conjectured,  they  had  been  fecreted 
during  the  fanguinary  wars  carried 
on  by  Edward  III.  in  Scotland, 
and  afterwards  buried  in  the  ruins 
of  the  town,  on  its  being  burned 
by  the  troops  of  that  prince  in 
2326. 

The  valuable  colle&ion  made  by 
the  late  Dr.  Hunter,  is  now  depo- 
Ji ted  in  the  univerfity  of  Glafgow  ; 
and  is  one  of  the  moft  auguit'  mo¬ 
numents  of  the  love  of  fcieuee  in 
the  world.  There  are  medals  of 
the  Greek,  Perfian,  Phoenician, 
Samaritan,  and  Punic  cities;  of 
their  kings,  &c.  The  library  com¬ 
prehends  all  the  early  printed  books 
of  the  15th  century,  and  the  rare 
editions  of  the  clafUcs. 

f  ,  During  a  ftorm  which 
1  tl#  drove  the  fea  over  the 
moors  fix  or  feven  miles,  a  vefiel, 
fuppofed  to  be  the  Ifabella,  of 
Shields,  was  forced  on  Ihore  near 
the  alum  works  at  Sands-end,  about 
three  miles  N.  W.  of  Whitby,  and 
all  hands  perffhed.  About  noon, 
three  brigs  were  attempting  to 
reach  the  harbour,  which  could  on¬ 
ly  be  vifible  by  the  furge  break¬ 
ing  over  the  cl  id's  and  piers.  Two 
of  them  got  fafe  in  ;  the  crews 
were  lafhed  in  the  rigging,  except 
the  men  at  their  helm.  One  of 
them  did  confiderable  damage  in 
the  harbour.  The  third  vefiel,  af¬ 
ter  having  had  all  her  fails  torn  to 
pieces,  became  unmanageable,  and 
went  down  clofe  to  the  mouth  of 
the  harbour,  and  every  foul  pe¬ 
ri  filed  ;  one  vefiel  was  feen  to  foun¬ 
der  to  the  northward  of  the  har- 
kour  about  the  middle  of  the  af¬ 


ternoon,  and  in  the  evening  four 
fail  appeared  off  the  harbour,  but 
difappeared  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  as  to 
render  it  probable  they  all  foun» 
dered :  near  twenty  fail  run  on 
Ihore,  and  were  loft,  and  feveral  of 
the  crews  perilhed. 

This  day  a  gentleman, 
of  the  name  of  Jones,  went 
on  board  a  vefiel  lying  at  Black- 
wall,  and  as  he  was  quitting  the 
fhip,  he  fell  over  her  fide,  and  dif¬ 
appeared.  The  mate,  afiifted  by 
the  crew,  immediately  fattened 
himfelf  to  a  rope,  dived  after  him, 
and  was  fortunate  in  refeuing  him 
from  a  watery  grave.  Mr.  Jones 
was  foon  fufficiently  recovered  to 
converfe ;  and,  after  changing  his 
cloaths,  &c.  fet  off  in  his  gig, 
accompanied  by  a  friend,  to  his 
houfe  in  Bloomfbury  ;  where  hav¬ 
ing  arrived,  his  companion,  who 
had  defeended  from  the  vehicle  to 
afford  him  afiiftance,  difeovered 
that  he  was  dead. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from 
Whitehaven,  dated  Nov. 

24.  “  Ever  fince  the  memorable 

fall  of  fnow  in  1767,  nothing  in 
any  degree  refembling  it,  has 
been  experienced  in  this  part  of 
the  kingdom  until  the  night  of 
Thurfday  laft,  and  the  following 
morning,  accompanied  by  a  ftrong 
gale  of  wind  from  the  north  weft, 
which  drifted  in  feveral  places  in 
the  ftreets  to  the  depth  of  four 
feet,  and  to  a  much  greater  de¬ 
gree  in  many  parts  of  the  country, 
even  to  twelve  feet.  The  general 
poft,  which  ufually  arrived  about 
eight  o’clock  in  the  evening,  did 
not  appear,  and  no  mail  could  be 
fent  off.  No  article  whatever  ar¬ 
rived  from  the  country  for  Satur¬ 
day’s  market.  The  poft-boy  ar¬ 
rived  oh  Saturday  evening  with 
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the  London  mail  of  Wednefday, 
being  23  hours  later  than  ufual. 
It  was  brought  from  Penrith  to 
Cockermouth  by  a  man  on  foot,  the 
road  being  impaifable  for  a  horfe. 
Another  fall  of  fnow  came  on,  a  lit¬ 
tle  after  11,  on  Monday  forenoon, 
which  continued  falling  when  the 
above  account  came  away. 

Died.  5th.  In  Ireland,  aged 
1 1  o,  Denis  Hampfon,  the  blind 
bard  of  Magilligan  ;  of  whom  an 
Interefting  account  is  given  by 
Mifs  Owenfon,  in  her  “  Wild 
Irifh  Girl.”  A  few  hours  before 
his  death  he  tuned  his  harp,  in 
order  to  have  it  in  readinefs  to  en¬ 
tertain  fir  H.  Bruce’s  family,  who 
were  expected  to  pafs  that  way  in 
a  few  days,  and  who  were  in  the 
habit  of  flopping  to  hear  his  mafic  j 
fhortly  after,  however,  he  felt  the 
approach  of  death,  and,  calling  his 
family  around  him,  refigned  his 
breath  without  a  ftruggle,  being 
in  perfect  poffeffion  of  his  faculties 
to  the  laft  moment  of  his  exif- 
tence. 

At  Ipfwich,  Sarah  Lyons,  aged 
105. 

,  At  Rome,  Angelica 

'  *  Kauffman,  a  celebrated  ar- 

tift,  in  her  67th  year.  The  ill- 
nefs  which  preceded  her  diffolution 
was  long  and  painful,  but  fuftained 
with  pious  fortitude,  and  exemplary 
refignation.  In  Rome,  where  the 
love  of  the  arts  is  the  foie  fenti- 
jnent  that  has  furvived  the  fhip- 
wreck  of  its  glory,  the  death  of 
this  diflinguifhed  perfon  caufed  an 
univerfal  fenfation.  People  of  all 
ranks  were  emulous  to  teflify  their 
refped  for  her  memory.  Her  fu¬ 
neral  obfequies  were  performed 
with  decorous  pomp,  and  more 
than  ufual  folemnity.  Many  of 
the  nobility,  above  100  ecclefiaf. 


tics  in  the  habits  of  their  feveral 
orders,  and  the  members  of  all  the 
literary  focieties  at  Rome,  walked 
in  the  proceflion.  The  pall  was 
fupported  by  young  ladies,  drefled 
in  white ;  and  immediately  after 
the  corpfe,  fome  of  Angelica’s 
beft  pidures  were  difplayed,  borne 
upon  the  fhoulders  of  the  mourn¬ 
ers. — -She  was  entitled  to  high 
refped  for  her  private  charader  ; 
and  the  more  fo  as  fhe  was  unfortu¬ 
nate  in  her  life,  particularly  in  a 
matrimonial  conned;ion,  in  which 
fhe  was  the  dupe  of  vulgar  artificer 
Her  condud,  however,  was  fo  uni¬ 
formly  proper  after  this  melan¬ 
choly  event,  that  (he  was  the  ob- 
jed  of  pity  rather  than  cenfure  j 
and  her  charader  was  held  in  great 
efteem  through  the  remainder  of 
her  life,  by  perfons  of  diftinguifliecl 
confequence,  as  well  as  thofe 
more  immediately  conneded  with 
her. 

At  Collercoats,  near  , 
North  Shields,  aged  115,  II'-io 
John  Ramfay,  mariner.  Heferveci 
in  the  capacity  of  cabin-boy  on 
board  one  of  the  (hips  in  fir  George 
Rooke’s  fquadron,  at  the  taking 
of  Gibraltar,  in  1704.  He  re¬ 
tained  his  faculties  in  full  perfec¬ 
tion  till  within  a  few  days  of  his 
death  ;  nor  did  his  great  age  in 
the  fmalleft  degree  damp  his  lively 
fpirits,  or  lhade  his  blithe  counte¬ 
nance  ;  and  his  fociety  was  eager¬ 
ly  courted  by  the  young  and  the 
gay  of  the  neighbourhood,  whom 
he  never  failed  to  gratify  with  a 
merry  fong  or  good  old  ftory. 

At  his  houfe,  Highbury-  ^ 
place,  Iflington,  aged  77, 

Abraham  Newland,  efq.  late  chief 
cafhier  of  the  Bank  of  England. 
This  worthy  and  refpedable  cha¬ 
rader  was  the  fon  of  a  baker  in 
*  F  3  King.* 
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King-ftreet,  Southwark,  and  was  table  in  moderation  with  peculiar 
nominated  a  clerk  in  the  bank  in  rrood  humour. 


February  1748.  Diftinguifhing 
himfelf  by  that  regularity  and 
order  fo  neeeffary  in  money  con¬ 
cerns,  he  rofe  through  the  various 
gradations  of  fervice  until  January 
19,  1775b  when  he  attained  the 
refpe<Sfable  and  confidential  office 
of  chief  cafhier  to  the  firft  commer¬ 
cial  company  in  Europe.  His  de¬ 
portment  was  genteel,  his  manners 
affable,  and  his  adlivity  and  atten¬ 
tion  at  all  times  a  pattern  for  the 
imitation  of  the  junior  clerks. 
For  fome  time  paft  his  health  was 
wlfibly  on  the  decline,  and  finding 
that  his  ftrength  would  not  permit 
him  to  execute  the  funtflions  of  his 
office  with  his  ufual  celerity  and 
ccrreftnefs,  he  refignedhis  fituaticn 
a  few  weeks  ago,  and  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  his  firfl  affiflant,  Henry 
Hafe,  efq.  Ever  fmce  his  refigna- 
tion  he  became  every  day  more 
exhaufted,  and  was  thoroughly 
prepared  for  his  approaching  diffo- 
lution  ;  nature  being  gradually 
worn  out,  and  not  fuffering  even 
in  his  laft  moments  any  apparent 
pain.  The  piece  of  plate,  which 
had  been  voted  to  him  by  the 
direffors  of  the  bank,  as  an  hon¬ 
ourable  mark  of  their  efteem  and 
refpcft  for  a  faithful  fervant,  who 
had  diligently  and  truly  difcharg- 
ed  an  important  duty,  was  not 
finifhed  at  the  time  of  his  deceafe, 
and  will  confequently  go  as  direct¬ 
ed  by  his  will.  Mr.  Newland’s 
relations  are  very  diftant,  and  the 
property  he  has  died  poffeffed  of  is 
laid  to  amount  to  about  7000I.  per 
annum.  As  a  private  character 
he  flood  very  high,  and  in  his  fa¬ 
cial  hours  was  an  excellent  compa¬ 
nion,  enjoying  the  pleafures  of  the 
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Found  dead,  in  Hyde-  ^ 
park,  Andrew  Rogers,  a 
working-jeweller,  who  refided  in 
Weft  Smithfield.  He  had  left  his 
home  on  Sunday  morning,  Nov. 
29.  to  fee  his  fon,  who  is  at  fchool 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hounftow ; 
and  was  afterwards  at  the  Pack- 
horfe,  Turnham-green3  which  he 
left  at  fix  o’clock  in  the  evening, 
faying  he  was  going  to  Knights- 
bridge.  He  had  been  drinking 
pretty  freely,  and  it  is  fuppofed 
had  fallen  down,  and  perifhed  by 
the  inclemency  of  the  weather. 

Murdered,  Mr.  William 
Parker,  farmer,  of  Swin-  ^ 
don,  co.  Stafford.  In  confequence 
of  the  coroner’s  inqueft  delivering 
their  verdidl  again!!  William 
Hawkefwood,  as  the  fufpe&ed 
murderer,  he  immediately  abscond¬ 
ed,  and  was  traced  to  Worcefler, 
whence  he  proceeded  onwards  by 
the  Briftol  mail.  Two  fheriff’s 
officers  inftantly  purfued  him,  and 
foon  gained  information  of  Mr. 
Townfhend,  of  the  Bufh  Tavern, 
Briftol,  that  a  young  man,  anfweiw 
ing  the  defcription  they  gave,  did 
arrive  by  the  mail-coach  ;  that  the 
firft  inquiry  he  made  was  for  a 
houfe  of  rendezvous  to  enter  into 
the  navy ;  and  that  he  liberally 
rewarded  the  man  who  had  taken 
him  there  with  three  guineas  out 
of  ten,  which  he  received  for  his 
bounty.  Mr.  Townfhend  then 
accompanied  them  on  board  the 
tender,  and  pointed  cut  the  young 
man,  who  acknowledged  that  his 
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name  was  Hawkefwood,  but  faid, 
although  he  had  fled  on  hearing  the 
verdift  of  the  coroner’s  jury,  that 
he  knew  nothing  about  the  poifon. 
He  was,  however,  immediately 
taken  into  cuftody,  and  conveyed 
to  Stafford  gaol,  after  undergoing 
a  drift  examination  ;  in  the  courfe 
of  which,  he  acknowledged  giving 
his  maker  his  ufual  cup  of  camo¬ 
mile  tea,  which  he  was  in  the  ha¬ 
bit  of  drinking  every  morning,  and 
in  which  arfenic  had  been  infufed, 
but  that  he  did  not  put  it  in.  It 
appeared,  on  the  examination  be¬ 
fore  the  coroner,  that  Mr.  Parker, 
the  moment  he  tailed  the  tea, 
complained  that  it  had  a  very  un- 
pleafant  flavour,  and  did  not,  in 
confequence,  drink  the  whole  of  it; 
notwithstanding  which,  he  was 
foon  after  taken  ill,  and  began  to 
fufpeft  he  was  poifoned  ;  a  fur- 
geon  was  immediately  fent  for, 
but  Mr.  Parker  died  in  about  an 
hour  after.  On  examining  the 
cup,  the  furgeon  found  the  dregs 
of  arfenic  at  the  bottom. 
Hawkefwood,  being  clofely  quef- 
tioned,  prevaricated  in  his  anfwer, 
and  at  length  made  his  efcape, 
and  concealed  himfelf  in  his  father's 
houfe,  till  the  coroner’s  inqueft  de¬ 
clared  him  to  be  the  murderer. 
He  was  fully  committed  for  trial, 
V.  Pierce,  Eliz.  Lucar,  and 
Lucy  Rolph,  were  indifted  at 
Hick’s  Hall,  for  a  riot  and  affault, 
on  the  night  of  the  15th  of  Ofto- 
ber,  at  Sadler’s  Wells,  which  led 
to  the  fatal  cataftrophe  at  that 
theatre.  Several  refpeftable  per¬ 
forms  proved  that  the  riot  originat¬ 
ed  with  the  prifoners;  and  they 
were  all  found  guilty. 

,  In  Staffordfhire,  Derby- 
^  *  ihire,  Lancafhire,  and  Weft- 

moreland,  the  weather  has  been  for 


the  laftweekparticularlyfevere,  with 
deep  fnow,  and  dreadful  hurricanes 
from  the  north-eaft.  On  Black- 
flone  hedge,  the  Clayton  heights, 
on  Monday  lafl,  the  fnow  lay  in 
drifts  20  feet  deep ;  and  by  Leek 
and  Buxton  travelling  was  almoft 
prevented.  Notwithftanding  men 
were  employed  in  cutting  through 
the  drifts,  yet  the  after  heavy  falls 
fo  choaked  up  the  road,  as  almoft  to 
prevent  carriages  from  proceeding 
any  diftanee.  In  many  parts  the 
ftage  coaches  could  not  be  got  on, 
though  drawn  by  fix  or  eight  horfes, 
Carliile  mail  coach,  on  Monday 
laft,  met  with  great  difficulty  in 
getting  over  Stainmoor,  though 
drawn  by  fix  horfes. 

This  evening,  between  7  and 
8,  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  houfe  of 
Lady  Clermont  in  Berkley -fquare, 
fuppofed  to  have  arifen  from  fome 
colleftion  of  combuftible  matter, 
in  the  flue  of  a  chimney.  Her 
lady fh ip  was  at  dinner  with  fome 
of  her  own  relations,  and  removed  to 
the  houfe  of  a  friend,  being  feriouf- 
ly  affefted  by  the  accident.  Her 
ladyfhip’s  houfe  is  much  damaged  ; 
but  moft  of  the  more  valuable  fur¬ 
niture  had  been  faved.  Sir  John 
Harrington’s  houfe  adjoining  has 
fuffered  confiderably. 

News  arrived  of  the  lofs 
of  the  Boreas  frigate  of  32 
guns,  Capt.  Scott,  on  the  Jerfey 
ftation.  The  fhip  ftruck  up®n  the 
Hanaway  rocks,  and,  in  fpite  of  the 
utinoft  exertions  of  the  crew  at  the 
pumps,  was  very  foon  full  of  water; 
and  though  her  mails  were  cur 
away  by  the  board,  ftie  remained 
immovable  upon  the  rock.  Of 
140  perfons  who  were  on-board 
when  the  accident  happened,  90 
are  fuppofed  to  have  periftied  ; 
among  whom  are,  Capt,  Scott  and 
*  F  4  hh 
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his  lady  ;  firft  lieutenant  Hawkes ; 
Mr.  Davy,  purfer  ;  Mr.  Wright, 
furgeon  ;  Mr.  Aiifleck,  carpenter; 
Meflrs.  Barnes,  Dunftell,  Luttrell, 
midfhipmen. 

By  the  late  fnow-ftorms, 
there  has  been  more  deftruc** 
tion  on  the  fheep-farms  in  the 
North  of  England  than  has  been 
ever  remembered.  Mr.  Oliver, 
and  another  farmer,  at  Kielder,  at 
the  head  of  North  Tyne,  have  lull 
no  lefs  than  1 400  fheep  ;  Mr.  S. 
Brown,  at  the  Dead-water,  400 
ewes  ;  Mr.  Dodds,  of  Clintburn, 
12  fcore  of  fheep ;  befides  nume¬ 
rous  lodes  among  other  farmers. 
The  fnow  was  in  many  inftances 
36  yards  in  depth.— The  deftrue- 
tionamongft  the  fheep  in  Scotland, in 
confequence  of  the  late  fevere 
weather,  has  been  enormous.  In 
the  parifh  of  Ewes  alone,  one  man 
loft  100  at  one  farm,  and  200  at 
another  ;  a  fecond  farmer  has  loft 
300,  and  about  250  more  were  loft 
at.  Blartfgarth.  Thofe  farmers 


fon,  which  is  near  60  feet  deep, 
fwam  along-ftde  a  fhip  moored 
there,  and  mounted  her  deck. 
One  of  the  officers  followed,  and 
was  alfo  afcending  ;  when  the  un¬ 
fortunate  man  jumped  over  the 
other  fide,  and  almoft  inftantly 
funk.  He  was  fuppofed  to  have 
been  feized  by  a  hidden  fit  of  the 
cramp.  The  coroner,  Mr.  Jem-? 
mett,  and  the  jury,  took  great 
pains  to  inveftigate  the  cafe,  as  to 
whether  the  officers  were  in  any 
way  the  caufe  of  his  death.  The 
refult  was,  that  there  was  no  impu* 
ration  on  the  officers’  conduCt. 

Poifoned,  by  a  pill  ad-  , 
miniftered  to  him  by  his  1j 
mother,  the  infant  fon  of  Jofeph 
Roldham,  a  drummer  in  the  77 th 
regiment  of  foot,  quartered  in  Lin¬ 
coln.  It  appeared  that  the  father 
had  obtained  from  the  military 
hofpital  an  opiate  for  his  wife  ; 
and  mifunderftanding  the  directions 
of  the  ferjeant  who  delivered  it  to 
him,  he  directed  her  to  give  it  to 


who  keep  fnepberds’  dogs  have  the  child,  who  had  been  inoculated 
avoided  the  calamity  ;  as  thefe  ani-  for.  the  fmall-pox.  The  mother 
mals  have  the  fmgular  power  of  complied,  and  the  confequence  was 
directing  their  matters  where  to  fpeedily  fatal. 


fearch  for  the  fheep  in  the  fnow, 
though  they  may  be  buried  under  it 
to  the  depth  of  12  or  14  feet.  A 
gentleman  breeder  in  Northumber¬ 
land  has  loft  the  enormous  number 
of  700  fheep  on  one  farm,  by  the 
qaufe  above  mentioned. 

I  At  the  Dock,  at  Rother- 
0  L'  hithe,  William  Arnold,  a 
brick- maker  in  the  employ  of  the 
grand  Surrey  canal  company,  was 
drowned  in  a  bafon  belonging  to 
the  company.  It  appeared,  that 
pn  his  feeing  a  perfon  come  with 
two  officers  to  arreft  him  for  a 
debt  of  25I.  he  left  his  bufinefs, 
jumped  off  the  wharf  imp,  the  ba- 


A  fire  broke  out  on  the  ~  . 
premiles  of  Meflrs.  Reads  1  { 
and  Lucas,  refiners,  at  Atterclifte, 
near  Sheffield,  which  began  in  the 
laboratory,  and  entirely  deftroyed 
23  retorts  and  18  receivers,  con¬ 
taining  oil  of  vitriol,  and  much  da¬ 
maged  the  building. 

A  fatal  duel  took  place  , 
on  Halbrow  Ifland,  at  the  I9t“° 
entrance  of  Cork  harbour  in  Ire¬ 
land,  between  Mr.  Phillimore  and 
Mr.  Medlicott,  of  his  majefly’s 
fhip  Polyphemus  ;  the  former  of 
whom  was  mortally  wounded  by 
the  firft  fire  of  the  latter,  which  he 
never  returned.  He  fmvived  till 
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half  paft  ten  the  following  morning, 
he  expired  on  board  the  Poly¬ 
phemus,  in  the  23d  year  of  his 

age- 

,  A  fire  broke  out  in  the 
I9t  1*  dwelling-houfe  of  James 
Heir,  efq.  at  Hill  Top  near  Wed- 
nefbury,  which  raged  with  great 
fury,  and  nearly  deftroyed  the 
whole  of  thofe  valuable  and  elegant 
premifes,  with  great  part  of  the 
furniture. 

^  The  duke  of  Marlbo¬ 
rough  has  prefented  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Oxford  with  his  fet  of 
fine  copies  of  the  Cartoons  of  Ra¬ 
phael,  by  fir  James  Thornhill ;  and 
for  which  magnificent  prefent  that 
learned  body  have  voted  him  their 
thanks  in  full  convocation. 

This  night  a  fire  broke  out  at 
Tottenham,  which  was  attended 
with  melancholy  circumftances. 
A  Mrs.  Maccaughey  kept  a  femi- 
nary  for  young  ladies,  and  had 
gone  to  town  on  bulinefs.  The 
nurfery-maid  put  to  bed,  as  ufual, 
Mrs.  M’s  Wo  children  (one  about 
five,  and  the  other  feven  years  of 
age)  ;  and  left  burning  by  their 
bed-fide  a  candle,  which  foon  fet 
fire  to  the  bed-curtains.  When 
the  cries  of  the  fufferinp;  children 
were  heard,  jt  w’as  too  late  to  af¬ 
ford  them  any  relief,  and  they  pe- 
rifhed.  The  houfes  and  premises 
adjoining  were  burnt  to  the  ground. 
This  lady’s  life  prefents  a  finguiar 
feries  of  misfortunes.  Her  hufband 
failed  in  a  mercantile  fpeculation  ; 
and,  going  abroad  to  improve  his 
affairs,  was  drowned  at  fea.  On 
his  death,  he  left  eight  children  to 
deplore  his  lofs.  One  of  thefe  fub- 
fequently  loll  his  life,  by  falling 
into  a  pond  in  his  mother’s  garden, 
while  file  was  gone  to  church. 
She  had  ft  ill  feven  children ;  the 
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two  younger  perifhed  by  the  fire 
above- mentioned.  A  handfome 
fubfcription,  we  are  happy  to  add, 
has  been  opened  for  Mrs.  M* 
at  Tottenham,  and  at  Lloyd’s  cof- 
fee-houfe. 

This  evening,  about  feven  * 
o’clock,  the  Salifbury  coach,  22 
on  its  way  to  town,  from  the 
heavy  fog,  came  in  contact  with 
the  battlements  of  the  firft  bridge 
near  Belfont.  By  the  fhock,  the 
coach  and  horfes  were  precipitated 
over  the  arch,  a  height  of  eight 
feet,  into  a  {hallow  ft  ream  of  wa¬ 
ter,  about  four  feet  deep ;  by* 
which  accident  a  gentleman,  of 
the  name  of  John  Lockyer  Wain- 
wright,  who  was  on  the  roof  of 
the  coach,  was  killed  on  the  fpot, 
by  the  carriage  and  horfes  falling 
on  him.  The  two  leading  horfes 
were  drowned  by  the  weighty  of 
the  wheeLnoifeS  and  carriage  on 
them.  Had  it  not  been  for  a 
chaife  palling  by  at  the  time,  in 
which  were  fome  naval  officers 
coming  to  London,  this  unfortu¬ 
nate  affair  would  have  been  more 
diftreffing,  as  five  ladies,  who  were 
infide  he  coach  { which  was  nearly 
filled  with  water)  would  have  been 
fuffocated,  but  were,  through  the 
indefatigable  exertions  of  the  offi¬ 
cers,  with  the  guard  and  coach¬ 
man,  refcued  from  their  perilous 
fituation  ;  and  the  officers  inftantly 
refigned  their  chaife  for  the  ufe  of 
the  unfortunate  travellers.  The 
guard,  on  a  fingle  horfe,  with  a 
lanthorn,  conveyed  Mrs.  Wain- 
wright  (the  lady  of  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  gentleman)  and  another  lady 
to  the  George  inn,  Belfont,  while 
the  remaining  pafifengers  were 
brought  to  the  fame  place  in  the 
chaife  which  had  been  fo  humanely 
refigned  to  them.  On  Mrs.  Wain- 

wright 
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wright  being  pulled  out  of  the 
coach,  fhe  called  for  her  hufband  5 
when  the  guard,  having  extricated 
Mr,  W.  from  his  fituation,  and 
finding  him  dead,  informed  her  that 
he  was  gone  to  fetch  a  carriage  to 
convey  her  to  Belfont ;  but  that  if 
fhe  did  not  like  to  wait,  he  Would 
conduct  her  on  one  of  the  horfes 
after  him  to  Belfont,  The  agony 
of  the  lady  when  the  corpfe  of  her 
he  {band  was  brought  to  the  inn  is 
e after  felt  than  defcrlbed.  The 
unfortunate  Mr,  Wainwright  was 
formerly  a  captain  in  the  army, 
and  lately  retired,  with  his  lady, 
to  the  Weft  of  England.  Having 
oceafion  to  come  to  London,  they 
travelled  in  poft-chaifes  till  they 
came  to  Salilbury,  where  they 
took  infide  places  in  the  coach  for 
town,  and  an  out  fide  one  for  a  fe¬ 
male  fervent  that  accompanied 
them.  About  four  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon  Mr.  W.  remarked  to  his 
wife,  that  it  was  too  cold  for  the 
poor  girl  to  be  on  the  roof,  and 
that  he  would,  with  the  ieave  of 
the  paffengers,  exchange  places 
with  her  for  the  remainder  of  the 
journey.  He  had  not  been  on  the 
roof  more  than  two  hours  when  the 
unfortunate  accident  happened. 
The  deceafed  has  left  a  brother  in 
the  army  ;  and  was  the  fon  of  the 
Rev.  Mr,  Wainwright,  who  re¬ 
ft  des  near  Kells,  in  the  county  of 
Meath,  and  is  incumbent  of  a  liv¬ 
ing  of  confiderable  value  in  that 
diocefe.  Mrs.  Wainwright  was 
the  Widow  Pearce,  whole  ftep- 
daughter,  when  under  age,  mar¬ 
ried  Mr.  Lockyer,  the  deceafed’s 
uncle,  whofe  caufe  for  marrying  a 
ward  of  Chancery  is  frefh  in  the 
recolleflion  of  the  public. 

Died,  5 th. — At  his  houfe  at 
Greatford,  the  Rev.  Francis  Wil¬ 


lis,  M.  D.  juftly  celebrated  for  his 
fuccefs  in  curing  the  greateft  ar¬ 
id  i£i  ion  of  the  human  race,  in- 
fanity  ;  and  highly  efteemed  as  a. 
man  always  ready  to  relieve  the 
minor  neeeifities  of  his  fellow- 
creatures.  A  few  months  ft  nee  he 
had  a  paralytic  ftroke,  which  im¬ 
paired  his  memory,  and  confider- 
ably  weakened  his  frame ;  but  he 
was  fo  far  from  betraying  fymp- 
toms  of  near  approaching  diflblu- 
lion,  that  late  on  the  day  preced¬ 
ing  bis  death,  he  was  vigorous 
enough,  though  in  the  90th  year 
of  his  age,  and  in  a  dark  and  cold 
evening,  to  walk  twice  from  his 
own  houfe  to  the  village  of  Bar- 
holm,  a  diftance  of  nearly  a  mile, 
to  fee  a  patient.  He  retired  to 
reft  in  good  fpirits,  and  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  morning  ftiaved  himfelf,  as 
was  his  practice,  and  continued 
without  any  apparent  change  of 
health  till  after  dinner,  when  he 
complained  of  being  very  ill,  and 
five  minutes  afterwards  expired  in 
his  chair.  As  a  man  fo  advanced  in 
years,  he  was  remarkably  hale ; 
and  about  five  years  fince  perform¬ 
ed  a  journey  on  horfehack  of  90 
miles  in  one  day,  to  give  a  vote  at 
Brentford  for  his  friend  Mr.  Main- 
waring.  The  fame  of  the  profef- 
fional  fervice  he  fome  years  ago 
rendered  to  this  country  in  the 
perfon  of  the  fovereign,  induced 
his  attendance  to  be  fought  for  the 
queen  of  Portugal,  to  whom  he 
went,  and  who  was  for  fome 
months  his  patient.  At  the  time 
of  his  death,  a  great  number  of 
afflicted  perfons  of  family  and  re- 
fpeftability  were  under  his  care  at 
Greatford  and  Shillingthorpe, 
where  the  do&or  had  the  largeft 
eftablifhment  of  the  kind  in  the 
kingdom.  He  was  of  Brazen- 

nofe> 


CHRONICLE.  *  75 


‘nofe,  Oxford,  M.  A.  1740,  B. 
and  D.  M.  1759.  Dr.  W.  has 
left  five  fons  by  his  firft  wife,  who 
was  fitter  to  the  Rq.v.  Peregrine 
Curtis,  of  Brinftone,  near  Lin¬ 
coln,  and  who  died  on  the  1 8th  of 
May,  1787,  aged  73  years.  The 
doftor  then  married  Mrs.  Storer. 
who  furvives  him,  and  by  whom 
he  has  left  no  iflue. 

Lately  Mary  George,  of  the  pa¬ 
ri,  fh  of  St.  Paul,  Briftol,  aged  114, 
being  great  great  grandmother  to 
a  numerous  family. 

At  the  age  of  103,  at  Llandegai, 
Carnarvonlhire,  Mr. William  Lilly. 
His  fitter  died  at  the  age  of  102. 

At  Bideford,  Devon,  in  her 
1 1  ith  year  Mrs.  B.  Parminter. 

At  Scorton,  near  Garftang,  Mr. 
William  Dickenfon,  mariner,  aged 
100  years. 


BIRTHS  for  the  Year  1807. 

1806.  Nov.  15.  Her  Imperial 
Majefty,  confort  to 
his  Majetty  the  Em¬ 
peror  of  all  the  Ruttias, 
a  grand  duchefs. 

Lately,  in  Dominick- 
ftreet,  Dublin,  the 
Countefs  of  Howth,  a 
fon. 

At  Woodchefter  park, 
cOj  Gloucetter,  Lady 
Frances  Morton,  a 
daughter. 

At  Twickenham,  Mid- 
dlefex.  Lady  Eliza¬ 
beth  Cole,  a  fon. 

Jan,  3.  The  Lady  of  Lord  Vifc, 
Anion,  a  daughter. 

10,  The  wife  of  Brigadier- 
general,  the  Hon. 


Alexander  Hone,  at 
fon. 

Jan.  15.  At  Wonham,  Surrey, 
Vifcountefs  Temple- 
town,  a  fon. 

16.  The  Right  Hon.  Mar- 
chionefs  Cornwallis,  a 
daughter. 

23.  Lady  Mary  Anne,  wife 

of  Rear  Admiral 
Sotheby,  a  daughter. 

24.  The  Countefs  of  Ennilkii- 

len,  a  fon  and  heir. 

29.  At  Atherfton  Hall,  co. 
Wa  rwi  ck,  Lady  G  rey , 
a  fon  . 

Feb.  2.  The  Duchefs  of  Mon- 
trofe,  a  fon. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Holland, 
a  daughter. 

3.  The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 

Gen.  Sir  Arthur  Wel¬ 
lesley,  a  fon  and  heir. 

4,  At  Denbies,  the  Coun¬ 

tefs  Conyngham,  a 
fon. 

1  o.  At  Dublin  cattle,  the 
Duchefs  of  Bedford,  a 
fon. 

1 1 .  The  Countefs  of  Aber¬ 
deen,  a  daughter. 

13.  The  Countefs  of  Moira 

and  Loudon,  a  fon  and 
heir,  who  died  the 
next  day, 

14.  Hon.  Mrs.  Godfrey 

Mundy,  a  daughter. 
19.  At  Dodington,  co.  Glou- 
cefter,  the  Hon.  Mrs. 
Codrington,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

At  Brighthelmftone,  the 
lady  of  the  Hon.  and 
Rev.  Pierce  Meade,  a 
fon. 

23,  At  Winchefter-houfe, 
Chelfea,  the  lady  of 

the 
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the  Hon.  and  Rev. 
Thomas  De  Grey,  a 
daughter. 

Lately,  in  Molefworth- 
ftreef,  Dublin,  the 
Hon*  Mrs.  Caulfield, 
Lady  of  James  C»  efq„ 
a  fon. 

Feb.  25.  The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 

Capt.  Gardner,  a 
daughter. 

March  3*. In  Charles-ftreet,  Berke- 
ley-fquare,  Lady 
Graves,  a  daughter. 

io.  In  Lower  Grofvenor- 
ftreet,  Lady  Amherft, 
a  fon. 

2  l»  At  Cork,  the  Vifcountefs 
Ban  try,,  a  fon. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Irby,  a 
daughter. 

sj.  In  Weftmoreland-ftreet 
Dublin,  the  Hon. 
Mrs.  Roche,  a  fon  and 
heir. 

Lately  at  Blenheim,  co» 
Oxford,  Lady  Frances 
Spencer,  a  fon. 

At  Chichefter,  Suftex, 
the  Lady  of  the  Hon. 
Major  King,  of  the 
5th  Foot,  a  fon. 

At  her  father’s  houfe  in 
Shropfhire,  the  Coun¬ 
ter's*  de  Mefnard,  a 
daughter. 

In  Spring-gardens,  Vif¬ 
countefs  Fitzharris,  a 
fon. 

In  Charlotte. ftreet,  Bed- 
ford-fquare,  Lady  Har¬ 
riet  Courtenay,  a 
fon. 

April  2 »  At  Waterville,  co.  Kil¬ 
dare,  Ireland,  the  Lady 
of  Lord  Dunboyne,  a 
fon  e 


3,  Vifcountefs  Andover* 
wife  of  Captain  Dig- 
by,  R*  N.  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

The  Lady  of  the  Hon, 
William  Herbert,  a 
fon. 

10.  At  Edinburgh,  Lady 
Jemima  Johnftone 
Hope,  wife  of  Capt, 
H.  of  his  Majefty’s 
fhip  Thefeus,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

13.  At  Ayr,  in  Scotland, 
the  Hon.  Mrs.  Rolle, 
a  fon. 

17.  Lady  Theodofta  Vyner, 
a  fon. 

27.  Lady  Gertrude  Sloane,  a 
fon. 

30.  Countefs  Berkely,  a 
daughter. 

May  2.  At  the  Earl  of  Derby’s 
houfe  in  Grofvenor- 
fquare,  Lady  Stanley, 
a  daughter. 

At  the  Colonel’s  feat,  at 
Shot  tefb  rook,  Berks, 
Hon.  Mrs.  Vanftttart, 
a  fon  and  heir. 

5.  Lady  Anne  Aftiley  Coop¬ 
er,  a  fon. 

7.  At  Glafgow,  Lady  Janet 
Buchanan,  a  fon. 

9.  Lady  Cahir,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

10.  At  the  houfe  of  her  mo¬ 
ther,  the  Duchefs  of 
Rutland,  in  Sackville- 
ftreet,  Piccadilly, 
Lady  Catherine  For- 
reft  er,  a  fon. 

17.  The  Lady  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Spencer  Perceval, 
a  fon. 

Lady  Sophia  Bligh,  a 
daughter. 


May 
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May  21.  The  Dutehefs  de  Caf- 
tries,  a  Ton. 

Lately  at  his  Lardfhip’s 
feat  at  Greddington, 
in  Flintlhire,  Lady 
Kenyon,  a  daughter. 

lane  Lately,  at  Edinburgh, 
Lady  Gibfon  Car¬ 
michael,  a  daughter. 

1 6.  TheCountefs  of- Banbury, 
a  daughter. 

a  8.  At  Bab  worth -hall,  co. 
Nottingham,  the  Lady 
of  the  Hon.  Jn.  Simp¬ 
lon,  a  daughter. 

21+  The  Countefs  de  Barde, 
a  fon. 

At  Stockholm,  the  Queen 
of  Sweden,  a  princefs. 

22.  At  Gray  Abbey,  in  the 
North  of  Ireland,  the 
Hon.  Mrs.  Montgo. 
mery,  a  fon. 1 

2  6.  The  Duchefs  of  Rutland, 
a  fon. 

July  2.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Wilkins, 
a  fon  and  heir. 

4.  At  King’s  Cramond, 
Scotland,  the  Hon. 
Mrs.  Ramfay,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

8.  In  the  Clofe,  Winchef- 
ter,  the  Countefs  of 
Northefk,  a  fon. 

12.  Lady  Milton,  a  daugh- 
ter. 

|S.  The  Countefs  of  Mans- 
field,  a  daughter. 

Lately,  at  Cheller,  the 
Lady  of  the  Hon. 
Edward  Ma  fly,  of 
Ballymore.  co.  Lime¬ 
rick,  Ireland,  a  fon 
and  heir. 

At  Lord  Yarborough’s 
villa,  atChelfea,  Mid- 
dlefex,  the  Lady  of 

.  ~  '-V 
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the  Hon.  Charles  A. 
Pelham,  a  daughter. 
July  18.  Vifcountefs  Marlham,  ® 
daughter. 

Lady  Elizabeth  Loft  us,, 
a  daughter. 

2i.  At  Coul,  in  Scotland,  the 
Lady  of  Sir  George  S» 
Mackenzie,  hart,  a 
fon. 

24.  At  Dungannon  park,  m 
Ireland,  the  Lady  of 
the  Hon.  and  Rer. 
Cha.  Knox,  a  fon. 

27.  At  Dawlifh  Devon,  the 
Hon,  Mrs.  Spiers,  df 
Elderflie,  in  Scotland, 
a  fon. 

3©*,  At  Beaumont. lodge,  near 
Windfor,  the  Lady 
Vifcountefs  A£h- 
brooke,  a  daughter. 
Aug.  2.  At  Fa  reham,  Hants,  the 
Hon.  Mrs.  Charles 
Paget,  a  daughter. 

5.  Lady  Le  Defpencer,  a 

fon. 

6.  Lady  Ellenborough,  a 

Hill-bom  child. 

At  Edinburgh,  the  VIC 
countefs  Arbuthnot, 
daughter. 

10.  At  the  Earl  of  Tanker- 

ville’s,  in  Privy-gar¬ 
dens,  Lady  OiTulfion^ 
a  daughter. 

11.  At  Melbourne  -  hoiife^ 

Lady  C.  Lamb,  a  fon, 
1.8,  In  Henrietta ..fireet,  Dub¬ 
lin,  the  Hon.  Mrs. 
Richard  Ponfonby,  a 
fon. 

20.  At  Springfield,  near  Dub¬ 
lin,  Lady  Mary  Trot¬ 
ter,  a  fon  and  heir. 

22,  Lady  Caroline  WrotteC 
ley,  a  fon. 

Aug. 
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Aug.  22.  Lady  Grantham,  a  fon 
and  heir. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  John 
Vaughan,  a  daughter. 

*29.  At  Newington  -  houfe, 
Lady  Stewart,  of 
Grandtully,  in  Scot¬ 
land,  a  fon. 

The  lady  of  the  Hon. 
Lieut. -col.  Plunkett,  a 
daughter. 

Sept.  2.  At  the  houfe  of  Lord 
Vifcount  Deerhurft,  in 
Devonfhire.  place,  the 
Hon.  Mrs.  Cotton,  a 
fon. 

$.  At  Tiverton,  co.  Devon, 
Lady  Mary  Hay,  a 
daughter. 

$.»  At  Balham  hall,  co.  Nor¬ 
folk,  the  Hon.  Mrs. 
Balders,  a  fon. 

7.  At  Sudbrook  park,  Fe» 
terfham,  Surrey,  Lady 
Mary  Stopford,  a 
daughter. 

11,  The  Lady  of  Lord  Vif, 
count  Stuart,  fon  and 
heir. 

At  Granton-houfe,  in 
Scotland,  Lady  Char¬ 
lotte  Hope,  a  fon. 

At  Cafllemartyr,  co, 
Cork,  the  Countefs  of 
Shannon,  a  daughter. 

14.  At  Dint-hill,  near 
Shrewlhury,  the  Hon. 
Mrs.  Leighton,  a 
daughter. 

17.  At  Doune-lodge,  in  Scot¬ 
land,  Lady  Doune,  a 
daughter. 

19,  At  Mount  Profpeft,  co. 
Limerick,  the  Lady 
of  the  Right  Hon. 
Standilh  O’Grada, 
Lord  Chief  Baron 


of  the  Exchequer,  i 
fon. 

Sept.  24.  At  Edinburgh,  Lady 
Lefiie,  of  Findrafiie 
and  Wardes,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

25,  At  the  houfe  of  the  Coun¬ 
tefs  dowager  Gallo¬ 
way,  in  Charles- 
ftreet,  St.  James’s 
fquare,  the  lady  of 
the  Hon.  E.  Stewart, 
a  hill  born  child. 

At  Newbattle  Abbey  in 
Scotland,  Lady  An- 
cram,  a  daughter. 

28.  In  Blandford-flreetjPort. 

man  fquare,  the  Hon. 
Mrs.  Graves,  a  fon. 

29,  At  Alderfey,  co.  Glou- 

cefter,  "Lady  Theodo- 
fia  Hale,  a  fon. 

Lately,  at  Portumna 
Caftle,  co.  Galway, 
Ireland,  the  Countefs 
of  Clanricarde,  a 
daughter. 

At  the  Earl  of  Aberga¬ 
venny’s,  at  Endge 
Caftle,  the  Hon.  Mrs. 
Neville,  a  fon. 

At  Malvern,  the  Lady  of 
the  Right  Hon.  Geo. 
Knox,  a  fon. 

Oft.  3.  Lady  E.  Halliday,  a 
fon. 

4.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Buchan¬ 
an,  a  daughter. 

8.  At  Little  Afton- hall,  co. 
Stafford,theHon.Mrs. 
Tennant,  a  daughter. 

JQ.  At  Minto,  in  Scotland, 
the  Lady  of  the  Hon. 
Gilbert  Elliot,  a  fon. 

16,  In  Sidney- place,  Bath, 
LadyCharlotte  Drum-- 
raond,  a  fon. 

Oft* 


©ft,  20.  At  Dalhoufie-caftle,  In 
Scotland,  the  Coun¬ 
ters  of  Dalhoufie,  of 
a  fon. 

23.  At  Plafnewydd,  In  An- 

glefey,  Lady  Caroline 
Capel,  a  fon. 

24.  Lady  Foley,  a  daughter. 
29.  At  Thorefby  park,  Co. 

Nottingham,  Lady  F. 
Bentinck,  a  fon. 

Nov.  4.  At  Dalkeith-houfe,  in 
Scotland,  Lady  Caro¬ 
line  Douglas,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

1.  The  Marchionefs  of  Wa¬ 
terford,  a  daughter. 

10.  At  the  manfion  in  Dun- 
combe  park.  County 
of  York,  Lady  C. 
Duncombe,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

29.  Right  Hon.  Vifcountefs 
Hereford,  a  (bn  and 
heir. 

At  T'uarn,  Co.  Galway, 
Ireland,  Lady  Ma¬ 
tilda  Burke,  a  fon  and 
heir. 

Vifcountefs  Hereford,  a 
fon  and  heir. 

27.  At  Oakham,  Lady  King, 
a  daughter. 

Lately,  at  Holebrook- 
houfe,  near  W  incan¬ 
ton,  Somerfet,  the 
Hon.  Mrs.  Frankland, 
a  daughter. 

In  Merrion-fq.  Dublin, 
the  lady  of  the  Right 
Hon.  W.-C.  Plunkett, 
a  daughter. 

Dec.  6.  At  LymingtOn,  Hants, 
Lady  Charlotte  How¬ 
ard,  a  fon. 

23,  At  the  Earl’s  hcufe,  at 
Coolhurft,  Suflex,  the 
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Countefs  of  Gallowaf 
a  fon. 

Del  vine  houfe,  Ira 
Scotland,  Lady  Muir 
Mackenzie,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

The  Lady  of  the  Hofr. 
Capt.  Hood,  a  fon. 

MARRIAGES  for  the  Year  1807-. 

Jan.  20,  The  Hon.  Col.  Ponfonby, 
to  the  Hon.MifsFitz- 
roy,  daughter  of  Lord 
Southampton. 

■Lately,  in  Scotland,  M. 
W.  Barnes,  Efq.  of 
Reigate,  Surrey,  to  the 
Hon.  Georgiana  Ca¬ 
therine  Coventry,  2d 
daughter  of  Vifcount 
Beerhurft. 

The  Hon.  H.  A.  Dillon, 
to  the  eldeft  daughter 
of  D.  G.  Browne,  Efq. 
of  Caftle  M6Garratts 
Mayo. 

Mr.  Lees,  of  Dublin,  to 
the  Countefs  of  An¬ 
ne  iley. 

Feb,  At  Henbery,  Co,  Glou« 
cefter,  Captain  Hale, 
of  the  Royal  North 
Gloucefter  Militia,  tf> 
Lady  Theodofia  Elea¬ 
nor  Bourke,  youngefl 
daughter  of  the  late 
Eatl  of  Mayo,  Arch» 
bishop  of  Tuam. 
so.  By  fpecial  licence,  the 
Hon.  and  Rev.  Ed¬ 
ward  Taylor,  brother 
to  the  Marquis  of 
Headfort,  to  Mari¬ 
anne,  eldeft  daughter 
of  Coi,  St.Leger,  and 
niece  to  Vifcount  Do- 
neraile. 

Feb. 
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Feb,  10.  At  Barham-court,  Wil¬ 
liam  H.  Hoare,  Efq. 
to  Mifs  Noel,  eldeft 
daughter  of  Gerard 
Noel  Noel,  Efq.  and 
grand-daughter  of  Ld„ 
Barham. 

n.  The  Hon.  and  Rev. 
William  Wodehoufe, 
youngeft  fon  of  Lord 
\\  Wodehoufe,  to  the  eld¬ 

eft  daughter  of  Tho¬ 
mas  Hufley,  Efq.  of 
Galtrim,  in  Ireland, 
andgrand'daughter  of 
Lord  Orford. 

17.  Lord  Bagot,  to  Lady 
Louifa  Legge,  eldeft 
daughter  of  the  Earl 
of  Dartmouth. 

Mar.  17.  Capt.  Stuart,  of  the  16th 
Light  Dragoons,  to 
the  youngeft  daughter 
of  the  late  George  An- 
fon,  Efq.  and  fifter  to 
Vifcount  Anfon. 

1 9.  The  Hon.  Thomas  Par¬ 
ker,  to  Mifs  Eliza 
Wolftenholme,  of  Ho¬ 
lywell,  Suftex. 

April  At  Ginnetts,  co.  Meath, 
by  fpecial  licence,  W. 
S.  Hamilton,  Efq.  of 
Brown-hall,  to  Hen¬ 
rietta,  eldeft  daughter 
of  the  Hon.  Hans 
Blackwood,  and  niece 
of  Lord  Dufferin. 

4.  At  the  Britilh  head¬ 
quarters,  at  Medina, 
.Lieut.-col.  Henry  E« 
Bunbury,  to  Louifa 
Emilia,  eldeft  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Gen.  Fox. 

6*  At  Palermo,  the  Pan* 


cefs  Maria  Chriftina, 
daughter  of  Ferdinand 
the  Fourth,  King  of 
Sicily,  to  his  Royal 
Highnefs  Prince  Cha. 
Felix  of  Savoy,  Duke 
of  Genevois,  brother 
to  his  Majefty  the 
King  of  Sardinia. 

Ap.  17.  The  Hon.  G.  Ponfonby, 
1VL  P.  to  Mifs  Gled- 
ftanes. 

Rev.  Sackville  R.  Ha¬ 
milton,  great  grand- 
fon  of  Guftavus  H. 
Vifcount  Boyne,  to 
Mifs  Freeman. 

27.  The  Hon.  George  Winn, 
fecond  fon  of  the  late 
/  Lord  Headley,  to  Mils 
Elizabeth  Mary  Ma- 
jendie. 

May  2.  The  Rev.  Frederick  An¬ 
fon,  and  brother  to 
Vifcount  A.  to  Mifs 
Levett. 

5.  The  Hon.  Col.  Crewe, 
to  Mifs  Hungerford. 

8.  At  Edinburgh,  Robert 

Frafer,  Efq.  to  Lady 
Maitland. 

12.  At  St.  George’s,  Han¬ 
over  fquare.  Lord 
Chartley,  to  Mifs 
Gardner. 

June  1.  The  Right  Hon.  and 
Rev.  Lord  R.  P.  Tot¬ 
tenham,  bifhop  of  Kil- 
laloe,  to  the  Hon.  A. 
Ward,  daughter  of  the 
Dowager  Vifcountefs 
Hawarden. 

9.  John  Barnard  Hankey, 
>  Efq.  of  Fetchampark, 

/  Surrey,  to  the  Hon. 

Elizabeth  Blaquiere, 

fecond 
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fecond  daughter  of 
Lord  de  Blaquiere, 
K.B. 

Jane  20.  Daniel  Collyer,  Efq.  of 
Gray’s-inn,  to  Sarah, 
daughter  of  the  Hon. 
Alexander  Duff,  niece 
to  the  Earl  of  Fife, 
ij.  Henry  Drummond,  Efq, 
of  the  Grange,  Hants, 
to  Lady  Henrietta 
Hay,  daughter  of  the 
late  Earl  of  Kinnoul, 
£5,  George  Hay  Dawkins, 
Efq.  to  the  Hon.  So¬ 
phia  Maude,  filler  to 
the  late  Vifcoiint  Ha« 
warden. 

Jaly  ft,  At  St.  James’s,  Picca* 
dilly,  by  fpecial  li¬ 
cence,  Lieut, -col.  the 
Hon,  Fulke  Grerille 
Upton,  to  the  only 
daughter  of  Richard 
Howard,  Efq.  of  Caf- 
tle  Rifing,  Norfolk, 
and  niece  to  the  late 
Earl  of  Suffolk. 

43*  At  Whitehall,  by  fpe¬ 
cial  licence,  the  Hon. 
LindfayMeyrick  Bw> 
rell,  fecond  fon  of 
Lord  Gwy  dir, to  Fran¬ 
ces,  youngeft  daughter 
of  the  late  James  Da* 
niell,  Efq. 

t$,  At  Dublin,  the  Hon,, 
Douglas  Gordon  Hal. 
lyburton,  fon  of  the 
late  Earl  of  Aboyne, 
to  Louifa,  only  child 
of  Sir  Edward  Lefte, 
Bart. 

By  fpecial  licence,  at  St* 
George’s,  Hanover- 
fquare,  Lord  St.  John 
of  Bletfoe,  to  the  eld. 
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eft  daughter  of  Sir 
Charles  Wm.  Roufe 
Boughton,  Bart* 

18,  By  fpecial  licence,  at 
Lambeth  palace,by  the 
Archbilhop  of  Can¬ 
terbury,  the  Duke  of 
Newcaftle,  to  Mif& 
Munday. 

30.  At  St.  George’s  church, 
Liverpool,  J.  Trench, 
Efq.  of  Lanfdown,  in 
the  Queen’s  County, 
brother  of  Lord  Afh. 
town,  to  Jane,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  James  Currie* 
M.  D. 

At  Lady  Lifmore’s,  in 
Charles-ftreet,  Berke¬ 
ley  -  fquare,  William 
Cavendifh,  Efq.  to  the 
Hon.  Mifs  OCalla- 
gan,  daughter  of  the 
late  Lord  Lifmore. 

Aug,  11.  By  fpecial  licence,  at 
Addifcombe  -  place,, 
near  Croydon,  Surrey* 
the  Hon.  James  Wal¬ 
ter  Grimfton,  to  Lady 
Charlotte  Jenkinfon, 
daughter  of  the  Earl 
of  Liverpool, 

17.  At  St.  George’s,  Hano* 
ver-fquare,  Lieut.-coL 
Leigh,  of  the  10  th 
Light  Dragoons,  to 
the  Hon.  Mifs  Byrons 
35.  Major-general  Murray, 
to  the  Hon.  Mifs 
Phipps. 

John  Greenhill,  Efq.  of 
Downfide  -  boufe.  So* 
merfet,  to  Mifs  Bu- 
vetj  grand-daughter  to 
the  late  Lord  Francis 
Seymour. 

In  St.  Chriftopher’8* 
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Lord  Cranlloun,  to  the 
eldeft  daughter  of  J. 
Macnamara,  Efq. 

£'6.  By  fpecial  licence,  at 
Weftport  -  houfe,  the 
feat  of  the  Marquis  of 
Sligo,  George  Moore, 
Efq.  of  Moore-hall, 
Co.  Mayo,  to  Louifa, 
daughter  of  the  late 
Hon.  John  Browne. 
27.  At  Doddington-hall,  in 
Chelhire,  H.  Brough¬ 
ton,  Efq.  fon  of  Sir 
Thomas  Broughton,  to 
the  Hon.  Mifs  Pigot. 

The  Earl  of  Abingdon, 
to  Mifs  Emily  Gage, 
youngeft  daughter  of 
tke  late  Hon.  Gen.  G. 
39.  Vifcount  Pollington,  fon 
of  the  Earl  of  Mex- 
bo rough,  to  the  Hon. 
Anne  Y orke,  daugh  ter 
of  the  Earl  of  Hard- 
wicke. 

Sept.  24.  Captain  Bettefworth,  of 
the  Crocodile  frigate, 
to  Lady  Hannah  Grey, 
youngeft  daughter  of 
Earl  G.  and  filler  to 
Vifcount  Howick. 
i6.  Captain  Stuart,  R.  N. 
fecond  fon  of  the  late 
Hon.  Sir  Charles  Stu¬ 
art,  K.B.  to  the  eldeft 
daughter  of  the  Right 
Hon.  John  Sullivan/ 
Ocl.  12.  At  Ballycaftle,  Co.  An¬ 
trim,  by  fpecial  li¬ 
cence,  the  Hon.  James 
Wandesford  Butler, 
next  brother  of  the 
Earl  of  Ormond  and 
Offory,  to  Grace  Lou¬ 
ifa,  daughter  of  the 
Right  Hon.  John  Sta* 


pies,  and  filler  of  the 
Countefsof  Clancarty. 

15.  At  Caftle  Alhby,  county 
of  Northampton,  the 
Hon.  and  Rev.  Frede¬ 
rick  Powis,  to  Mifs 
Gould,  filler  to  Lord 
Grey  of  Ruthin. 

By  fpecial  licence,  by 
the  Bilhop  of  Lime¬ 
rick,  at  Caftle  Forbes, 
county  of  Longford, 
Lord  Rancliffe,  to  La¬ 
dy  Elizabeth  Mary 
Forbes,  daughter  of 
the  Earl  of  Granard. 

.  20.  At  Edinburgh,  the  Hon. 
Peter  Robert  Burrell, 
eldeft  fon  of  Lord 
Gwydir,  to  the  Hon. 
Mifs  Drummond,  heir- 
efs  of  the  noble  houfe 
of  Perth. 

Thomas  William  Tat- 
ton,  Efq.  of  Withen- 
fhaw,  in  Chelhire,  to 
Mifs  Emma  Grey, 
daughter  of  the  late 
Hon.  John  G.  of  Dee- 
bank,  in  Chefter. 

24.  At  her  Ladylhip’s  houfe 
in  Grafton-llreet,  W. 
Hoimes,  Efq.  to  La¬ 
dy  Stronge. 

30.  Lord  Monfon,  to  Lady 
Sarah  Saville,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  Earl  of 
Mexborough. 

Nov*  17.  At  Clifton,  John  Eld, 
Efq.  of  Seigleford, 
Co,  Stafford,  to  the 
Hon.  Louifa  S.  Sid¬ 
ney  Smythe,  daughter 
of  the  late  Right 
Hon.  and  Rev.  Vif¬ 
count  Strangford. 

24.  At  Inverelk,  the  Earl 

of 
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of  Selkirk,  to  Mifs 
Wedderburri. 

Dec.  12.  By  fpecial  licence*  at  his 
lordfhip’s  houfe  in 
Charles-ftreet,  Berke¬ 
ley.  fquare,  the  Earl 
of  Craven,  to  Mifs 
Louifa  Brunton,  late 
of  the  theatre-royal* 
Covent-garden. 

19.  At  Beckenham,  Kent, 
by  fpecial  licence, 
John  Spalding,  Efq. 
of  Hiil-ftreet,  Berk- 
ley-fquare,  to  Mary* 
Anne,  daughter  of  the 
late  Thomas  Eden, 
Efq.  of  Wimbledon, 
and  niece  of  Lord 
Auckland. 


PRO  MOTIONS  for  the  Year 
1807. 

Queen*  s-palace,  Jan.  J4* 

Grace  Charles  Duke  of  Norfolk, 
fworn  lord-lieutenant  of  the  county 
of  Suffex,  ‘vice  the  Duke  of  Rich- 
.mond,  dec. 

Dovuning-Jlreet ,  Jan.  14.  Alex¬ 
ander  Straton,  efq.  appointed 
his  Majefty’s  envoy-extraordinary 
and  minifter- plenipotentiary  at  the 
court  of  Stockholm. — William 
Wellefley  Pole,  efq.  to  be  his 
Majefty’s  fecretary  of  embafly  at 
the  Sublime  Ottoman  Porte. 

Whitehall ,  Jan.  1 4.  Rev. 
Charles  Mofs,  D.D.  one  of  the 
canons-refidentiary  of  St.  Paul’s 
cathedral,  recommended,  by  conge, 
d'elire ,  to  be  ele&ed  biihop  of 
Oxford,  vice  Dr.  John  Randolph, 
tranllated  to  the  fee  of  Bangor. 
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Whitehall ,  Jan*  1  a.  Gen„ 
Hugh  Duke  of  Northumberland, 
appointed  colonel  of  the  royal  re- 
giment  of  horfe-guards,  vice  the 
Duke  of  Richmond,  dec. 

Whitehall ,  Jan*  27.  Rev.  John 
Chappel  Woodhoufe,  M.  A*  re=» 
commended,  by  his  Ma jetty,  to 
be  chofen  dean  of  Litchfield  ca- 
thedral,  vice  Dr.  Baptift  Proby, 
dec. — Thomas  Tod,  Efq.  advo¬ 
cate,  appointed  one  of  the  four 
commilfaries  of  Edinburgh,  vice 
Andrew  Balfour,  Efq.  refigned.— 
Andrew  Duncan,  jun.  Efq.  ap-» 
pointed  profeftor  of  medical  ju- 
rifprudence  and  medical  police  to 
the  univerfity  of  Edinburgh. 

Whitehall ,  Feb.  7.  Rev.  Tho* 
Hughes,  M.A.  recommended,  by* 
the  King,  to  be  elected  a  canon- 
refidentiary  of  the  cathedral 
church  of  St.  Paul,  London,  vice 
Dr.  Charles  Mofs,  promoted  to 
the  fee  of  Oxford. — James  Mon« 
crief,  Efq.  advocate,  appointed 
Iheriff-depute  of  the  fhires  of 
Clackmannan  and  Kinrofs,  vice 
David  Moneypenny  and  David 
Williamfon,  Efqrs.  refigned  ;  the 
former  on  being  appointed  IherifR 
depute  of  the  (hire  of  Fife,  and 
the  latter  to  be  (heriff-depute  o£ 
Stirling/ 

Whitehall \  Feb,  1 4.  Rev. Charles** 
Henry  Hall,  D.  D.  appointed  re¬ 
gies  profeftor  of  divinity  in  the 
univerftty  of  Oxford,  and  canon 
of  Chrift  Church,  in  the  faid  uni¬ 
verfity,  properly  belonging  to  the 
regius  profeftor  of  the  faid  univer- 
fity,  both  vice  Dr.  John  Randolph, 
bifhop  of  Bangor,  refigned.  Rev. 
Samuel  Smith,  appointed  canon  of 
the  faid  church,  vice  Hall,  reiign- 
ed.- — —Rev.  William  Douglas, 
M.  A.  appointed  prebendary  of  St. 
*  G  %  ,  Peter, 
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Peter,  Weftminfter, vice  Rev.  Tho¬ 
mas  Hughes,  refigned. 

Whitehall ,  March  5.  Harford 
Jones  Efq.  refident  of  the  Eaft  In¬ 
dia  Company  at  Bagdad,  and 
member  of  the  Ottoman  order  of 
the  Crefcent,  of  the  fecond  clafs, 
permitted  to  receive  and  wear  the 
enfigns  of  the  fuperior  ciafs  of  the 
faid  order,  lately  conferred  on  him 
by  the  Grand  Seignior,  as  a  mark 
of  his  farther  favour. 

Whitehall ,  March  7.  Right 
lion.  Charles  Arbuthnot,  ambaf- 
fador-extraordinary  and  plenipo¬ 
tentiary  to  the  Sublime  Porte, 
permitted  to  accept  and  wear  the 
infignia  of  the  Ottoman  Imperial 
order  of  the  Crefcent,  conferred 
©n  him  by  the  Grand  Signior. 

Whitehall ,  March  14.  Sir  Ed¬ 
mund  Stanley,  appointed  recorder 
of  his  Majefty’s  court  of  judica¬ 
ture  in  Prince  of  Wales’s  ifland, 
in  the  Eaft  Indies. — Right  Hon. 
Thomas  Earl  of  Elgin  and  Kin¬ 
cardine,  to  be  his  Majefty’s  lieu¬ 
tenant  and  ftieriff-principal  of 
Fifefhire. 

Do<wning-Jlreet3  Mar.  1 4.  Fran¬ 
cis  Kieoitz,  Efq.  to  be  his  Ma- 
jefly’s  conful  in  the  Duchy  of 
Courland, 

Whitehall ,  March  20.  James 
Wylie,  Efq.  counfellor  of  State, 
and  firft  furgeon  to  his  Imperial 
Majefty  the  Emperor  of  Ruffia, 
and  infpe&or-general  of  his  armies 
and  military  hofpitals  for  the  me¬ 
dical  department,  permitted  to  re¬ 
ceive  and  bear  the  inftgnia  of  the 
order  of  St.  Woiodemir ;  and  a  Ho 
Henry  Fanfhawe,  Efq.  knight  of 
the  Ruffian  military  order  of  St. 
George,  and  holding  a  diftin. 
guifhed  command  in  the  Ruffian 
sirmy® 


Whit  eh  ally  March  2$,  John 
Paterfon,  efq.  appointed  treasurer 
to  the  governors  of  the  bounty  of 
Queen  Anne. 

Queen* s- palace ,  March  25.  John 
Earl  of  Weftmoreland,  K.  G. 
fworn  keeper  of  the  privy  feal. — 
Right  Hon.  Robert- Banks  Lord 
Hawkefbury,  the  Right  Hon.  Ro¬ 
bert  Stewart  (commonly  called 
Vifcouat  Caftlereagh),  and  the 
Right  Hon.  George  Canning, 
fworn  his  Majefty’s  principal  fe- 
cretaries  of  hate. 

Queen  s-palace,  March  26.  John- 
Jefferies  Earl  Camden,  K.  G.  de¬ 
clared  lord  prefident  of  the  privy 

council. - Right  Hon.  Spencer 

Perceval,  chancellor  and  under, 
treafurer  of  his  Majefty’s  exche¬ 
quer,  and  the  Right  Hon.  Robert 
Dundas,  fworn  of  the  privy  coun¬ 
cil. — Henry  Earl  Bathurft,  ap¬ 
pointed  prefident  of  the  committee 
of  privy  council  appointed  for  the 
conftderation  of  all  matters  relat¬ 
ing  to  trade  and  foreign  planta¬ 
tions. 

Whitehally  March  2 7.  Philip 
d’Auvergne  Prince  de  Bouillon, 
rear-admiral  of  the  blue,  permit¬ 
ted  to  receive  and  wear  the  enfigrte 
of  knight  grand  commander  of  the 
equeftrian,  fecular,  and  capitular 
order  of  St.  Joachim,  of  Erlan. 
gen. 

Whitehall \  March  28.  Archibald 
Colquhoun,  Efq.  advocate,  appoint¬ 
ed  his  Majefty’s  advocate,  in 
Scotland,— George  Earl  of  Gal¬ 
loway,  to  be  lieutenant  and  (heriff- 
principal  of  the  fhire  of  Wig¬ 
town  ;  and  Thomas  Earl  of  Sel¬ 
kirk,  of  the  ftewartry  of  Kirkcud¬ 
bright,  in  Scotland. 

Queen* s -palace,  March  30.  Right 
Hon0  Sir  James  Pulteney,  Bart. 

fwom 
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worn  of  the  privy  council. — Right 
Hon.  Spencer  Perceval,  fworn  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancafter. 
--Right  Hon.  George  Rofe,  in 
the  abfence  of  Earl  Bathurft,  to  be 
plefident  of  the  committee  of 
privy  council  appointed  for  the 
confideration  of  all  matters  re¬ 
lating  to  trade  and  foreign  plant¬ 
ations. 

Whitehall,  March  31.  His 
Grace  William-Henry  Duke  of 
Portland,  K.G.  the  Right  Hon. 
Spencer  Perceval,  William-Henry- 
Cavendifh-Scott  Bentinck,  Efq. 
(commonly  called  Marquis  of  Tich- 
iield),  the  Hon.  William  Eliot, 
and  William  Sturges  Bourne,  Efq. 
appointed  commiffioners  for  exe¬ 
cuting  the  office  of  treafurer  of  his 

Majefty’s  exchequer. - Right 

Hon.  Spencer  Perceval,  to  be  chan¬ 
cellor  and  under  treafurer  of  his 
Majefty's  exchequer. — Lieut-gen. 
John  Earl  of  Chatham,  K.G.  ap¬ 
pointed  mafter-general  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty's  ordnance  of  the  United 
Kingdom. — The  Hon.  William- 
Wellefley  Pole  to  be  clerk,  Mark 
Singieton,  Efq.  ft  0  rekeeper,  and 
the  Hon.  Cropley  Alhley,  to  be 
clerk  of  the  deliveries  of  the  or¬ 
dinance  of  the  united  kingdom. — 
Right  Hon.  Lieut. -gen.  Sir  James 
Pulteney,  Bart,  appointed  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  fecretary  at  war. 

Whitehall ,  March  31.  William 
Smyth,  Efq.  of  Peter-houfe  col¬ 
lege,  Cambridge,  appointed  pro- 
feffor  of  modern  hiftory  in  that 
univerlity,  <vice  Symonds,  dec. 

Queen’ s- palace,  April  1.  Right 
Hon,  John  Lord  Eldon,  fworn 
lord  high  chancellor  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain. — -His  Grace  Charles  Duke  of 
Richmond,  fworn  of  the  privy 
council,  and  declared  lieutenant- 
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general  and  general-governor  of 
that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
called  Ireland. 

Whitehall ,  April  3.  Jofeph  Hunt, 
Efq.  appointed  treafurer  of  the 
ordnance. 

Whitehall \  April  4,  Rt.  Hon 
William  Vifcount  Lowther,  cre¬ 
ated  Earl  of  Lonfdale,  co.  Weft- 
moreland. — His  Grace  J ames  Duke 
of  Montrofe,  K.  T.  appointed 
mailer  of  the  horfe  to  his  majefty. 
Rt.  Hon.  Henry  Baron  Mulgrave  ; 
James  Gambier,  Efq.  admiral  of 
the  blue ;  Sir  Richard  Bickerton, 
Bart,  vice-admiral  of  the  white  ; 
William-Johnftone  Hope,  and  Ro« 
bert  Ward,  Efqrs.  the  Right  Hon, 
Henry-John  Vifcount  Palmerfton  ; 
and  James  Buller,  Efq.  appointed 
his  Majefty’s  commiffioners  forex* 
ecuting  the  office  of  high  admiral 
oi  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  do¬ 
minions,  iflands,  and  territories 
thereunto  belonging. — Right  Hon, 
Robert  Dundas ;  Right  Hon, 
John-Jeffieries  Earl  Camden,  K.G, 
prefident  of  his  Majefty’s  council  ; 
Right  Hon.  Robert-Banks  Lord 
Hawkelbury  ;  Right  Hon.  Henry. 
Robert  Stewart  (commonly  called 
Vifcount  Caftlereagh)  ;  and  the 
Right  Hon.  George  Canning,  his 
Majefty’s  three  principal  fecreta- 
ries  of  ftate  ;  his  Grace  William, 
Henry-Cavendilh  Duke  of  Port¬ 
land,  K.  G.  firffi  commiffioner  of 
his  majefty’s  treafury  ;  Right  Hon, 
Spencer  Perceval,  chancellor  and 
under-treafurer  of  his  Ma jelly’s 
exchequer ;  George  Percy,  Efq. 
(commonly  called  Lord  Lovaine) ; 
Right  H©n.  John  Baron  Teign- 
mouth  ;  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Wal¬ 
lace  ;  and  George  Johnllone,  Efq. 
to  be  his  Majelty’s  commiffioners 
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for  the  management  of  the  affairs 
of  India. 

Whitehall ,  April  7,  Charles 
Brifbane,  Efq,  captain  in  the  royal 
navy,  knighted  by  letters  patent 
under  the  great  feal. 

Queen’  s-palace%  April  8.  Right 
Hon.  Henry  Vifcount  Melville, 
Right  Hon.  John  Lord  Teign- 
mouth,  and  Right  Hon.  Major- 
general  Sir  Arthur  Wellefley, 
3C.  B.  fvvorn  of  his  Majefty’s 
privy  council. 

Dow ning -ftreet,  April  10.  Hugh 
Elliot,  Efq.  appointed  captain- 
general  and  governor  in  chief  of 
the  ifland  of  Barbadoes,  in  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  William  Lukin,  Efq.  cap¬ 
tain-general  and  governor  in  chief 
of  the  ifland  of  Dominica ;  Sir 
James  Coekburn,  Bart,  governor 
and  commander  in  chief  of  the 
ifland  of  Cura. 90a  ;  and  John  Hol¬ 
loway,  Efq.  vice-admiral  of  the 
red,  governor  and  commander  in 
chief  of  the  ifland  of  Newfound¬ 
land. 

Whitehall ,  April  1  1.  Right 
Hon .  Charles  -  William-  Montague 
Scott  (commonly  called  Earl  of 
Dalkeith),  fummoned  to  the  houfe 
of  peers,  by  the  ftyle  and  title  of 
Baron  Tynedalc,  of  Tynedale, 
county  of  Northumberland  ;  and 
the  Right  Bon.  George  Gordon 
(commonly  called  Marquis  of 
Huntley),  by  the  ftyle  and  title  of 
Baron  Gordon,  of  Huntley,  co. 
Gloucefter.—  His  Grace  Alexander 
Duke  of  Gordon,  K.  T.  appointed 
keeper  of  the  great  feal  of  Scot¬ 
land.— Right  Hon.  George  Rofc, 
to  be  treafurer  of  his  Majefty’s 
navy. 

Foreign. office,  April  ir»  Right 
Hon.  Granville  Levefon  Gower 
(commonly  called  Lord  Granville 


Levefon  Gower),  appointed  hts 
Majefty’s  ambaflador  extraordi¬ 
nary  and  plenipotentiary  at  the 
court  of  St.  Peterfburg. 

Whitehall ,  April  11.  Rev.  Cun¬ 
ningham  Barnftde,  prefented  to  the 
church  and  parifh  of  Dunfcore,  in 
the  prefby  tery  and  county  of  Dum¬ 
fries  :  and  Rev.  W.  Macrae,  to 
the  church  and  parifh  of  Kiicar- 
nan,  in  the  prefhytery  of  Cha- 
nonry,  and  county  of  Rofs,  vice 
Denorn,  dec, 

Whitehall ,  April  14.  Sir  Tho¬ 
mas  Manners  Sutton,  Knt.  one  of 
the  barons  of  Ids  Majefty’s  court 
of  exchequer,  created  Baron  Man¬ 
ners,  of  Fofton,  co.  Lincoln. 

Foreign -office,  April  1 7.  The 
Earl  of  Pembroke  and  Montgo¬ 
mery,  K.  G.  appointed  his  Ma- 
jefty?s  plenipotentiary  at  the  court 
of  Vienna. 

Queen’  s-palace,  April  17.  Tho¬ 
mas  Plomer,  Efq.  his  Majefty’s 
folicitor-gcneral,  knighted. 

Whitehall ,  April  i  6.  Admiral 
Lord  Collingwood,  and  his  de~ 
fcendants,  permitted  to  bear,  in 
commemoration  of  the  glorious 
vidory  off  Cape  Trafalgar,  in 
which  his  lordftbp  was  fecond  in 
command,  the  following  honour¬ 
able  augmentation  to  the  arms  of 
the  family  of  Collingwood,  viz? 
a  chief  wavy,  thereon  a  lion  paf- 
fant  guard  ant  and  navally  crowned, 
with  the  word  Trafalgar  ;  and 
alfo,  in  addition  to  the  family  creft, 
the  creft  following,  viz.  The  Stern 
of  a  Man  of  War,  reprefenting 
that  of  the  Royal  Sovereign  (be¬ 
ing  the  {hip  which  bore  his  lord- 
fhip’s  flag  in  the  faid  brilliant  ac¬ 
tion),  between  a  branch  of  laurel 
and  a  branch  of  oak; 

Qjteen’s-palace)  April  zz,  Right 

HonP 
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Hon,  Thomas  Lord  Manners, 
lord  high  chancellor  of  that  part 
of  the  United  Kingdom  called  Ire¬ 
land,  fworn  of  the  privy  council. 
- — Jonathan  Miles,  Efq.  and  James 
Branfcomb,  efq.  knighted. 

Foreign-office)  April  23.  Right 
Hon.  Sir  Arthur  Paget,  K.  B.  ap¬ 
pointed  his  Majefty’s  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  at  the  Sublime  Porte. 

Whitehall ,  April  23.  Right 
Hon.  Francis  Lord  Napier,  ap¬ 
pointed  his  Majefty’s  high  com- 
miffioner  to  the  general  a  (Terribly 
of  the  church  of  Scotland.-— Mr. 
William  Oliver,  jun.  advocate,  to 
be  fheriff-depute  of  the  (hire  of 
Roxburgh,  'vice  his  father,  re¬ 
signed. 

Whitehall)  May  9.  David  Boyle, 
Efq,  advocate,  appointed  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  folicitor-general  in  Scotland. 
— -John-Hay  Forbes,  Efq.  advo¬ 
cate,  appointed  (heriff-depute  of 
the  (hire  of  Perth,  vice  Colqu- 
houn. 

Queen* s-palacey  May  13.  Right 
Hon.  Richard  Earl  of  Clancarty, 
fworn  of  his  Majefty’s  moft  ho¬ 
nourable  privy  council _ -Jonah 

Barrington,  Efq.  LL.D.  judge  of 
the  high  court  of  admiralty  in  Ire¬ 
land,  knighted. 

Queen’ s-palacey  May  20.  Right 
Hon.  Henry  Pierrepoint,  fworn  of 
his  Majefty’s  moft  honourable 
privy  council. 

Whitehall ,  May  23.  Right  Hon, 
George  Earl  of  Crawfurd,  ap¬ 
pointed  lieutenant  and  fheriff-prin- 
cipal  of  Fifeftijre. 

Whitehall ,  May  30.  Right  Rev. 
Dr„  John  Fiftier,  biftiop  of  Exeter, 
tranftated  to  the  fee  of  Salisbury, 
vice  Douglas,  dec. 

Foreign-office ,  Do<wni ng-Jir.  June 
i.  Right  Hon,  J.  Hookham 
Frere,  appointed  his  Majefty’s  en« 
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voy  extraordinary  and  minifter 
plenipotentiary  to  the  court  of 
Prufiia  ;  and  George  Jackfon,  efq. 
to  be  his  Majefty’s  fecretary  of 
legation  at  that  court. 

Admiralty  .office^  June  27.  Hon, 
William  Welleftey  Pole, appointed, 
by  the  lords  commiflioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  their  firft  fecretary, 
vice  William  Marfden,  Efq.  re¬ 
tired. 

Whitehall ,  July  il.  Right 
Rev.  Dr.  George  Pelham,  bilhop 
Briftol,  tranftated  to  the  fee  of 
Exeter,  vice  Dr.  Fiftier,  promoted 
to  that  of  Salifbury. 

Whitehall)  July  21,  Hon. 
Cropley  Aftiley  Cooper,  appointed 
clerk  of  theordnance  of  the  United 
Kingdom;  and  Thomas  Thoro- 
ton,  Efq.  clerk  of  deliveries  of 
the  ordnance  thereof. 

Whitehall ,  Aug.  4.  Rev.  Ed* 
ward  -  Chriftopher  Dowdefwell, 
D.D.  and  redor  of  Stanford-Ri. 
vers,  co.  Eftex,  preiented  to  the 
redory  of  Langham,  in  the  laid 
county,  void  by  the  tranftation  of 
Dr.  Fiftier,  bifhop  of  Exeter,  tq 
the  fee  of  Salifbury,  vice  Doug, 
las,  dec. 

Whitehall 9  Augujl  1 1.  Right 
Hon.  James  Earl  of  Malmeftbury, 
K.  B.  to  be  the  lord-lieutenant  of 
the  county  of  Southampton,  and 
of  the  town  of  Southampton  and 
county  of  the  fame;  and  James* 
Edward  Harris,  Efq.  (commonly 
called  Vifcount  Fit^-Harris), 
appointed  governor  and  captain  of 
the  Ifte  of  Wight,  and  governor 
of  Carifbrook  caftle,  in  the  faid 
ifie  ;  all  vice  Lord  Bolton,  dec. 

Whitehall)  Aug.  i£.  Rev.  John 
Luxmore,  D.  D.  dean  of  Glou^. 
cefter,  recommended,  by  congi 
d*elire ,  to  be  eleded  bifhop  of  Brif- 
tol,  vice  Bp.  Relham,  tranftated 
*  G  4  ta 
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to  the  fee  of  Exeter. — His  prace 
Charles  Duke  of  Richmond,  ap« 
pointed  high  fteward  of  the  city 
of  Chichefter,  'vice  his  uncle,  dec. 

* — Adam  Duff,  Efq.  advocate,  to 
be  fheriff-depute  of  the  (hire  of  > 
Forfar,  •vice  Chalmers,  refigned. 
—Mr.  Robert  Haldane,  appointed 
profeffor  of  mathematics  in  the 
univerfity  of  St.  Andrew’s,  vice 
Vilant,  dec.— Mr.  John  Halkett, 
preacher  of  the  gofpel,  prefen  ted 
to  the  church  and  parifh  of  Cupar 
of  Angup,  ip  the  prefbytery  of 
Meigle,  and  county  of  Perth,  vice 
Mr.  Charles  Reay,  dec. 

Queen* s-palace,  Aug .  19.  Lieut. - 
general  Sir  James- Henry  Craig, 
K.  B.  fworn  captain  general  and 
governor  in  chief  of  the  provinces 
of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  Nova 
Scotia,  New  Brunfwic,  and  the 
iflands  of  Prince  Edward  and  Cape 
Breton. — Right  Hon.  Henry  Lord 
Mulgrave,  fworn  lord-lieutenant 
of  the  Eaft  Riding  of  the  county 
of  York. 

Whitehall ,  Aug .  22.  Harford 
Jones,  Efq.  of  Boultibrooke,  co. 
Hereford,  created  a  baronet, 

Whitehally  Aug .  25.  Sir  Wil- 
liam-Sidney  Smith,  Knt.,  com¬ 
mander  and  grand  crofs  of  the  royal 
Swedilh  military  order  of  the 
fword,  and  rear-admiral  of  the 
blue  fquadron  of  his  Majefty’s 
Beet,  permitted  to  accept  and  wear 
the  grand  crofs  of  the  order  of  St. 
Ferdinand  and  of  Merit,  conferred 
upon  him  by  the  king  of  the  Two 
Sicilies. 

Whitehall ,  Sept .  5.  Sir  John 
Stuart,  Bart,  appointed  one  of  the 
barons  of  his  Majefty’s  court  of 
exchequer  in  Scotland,  vice  Sir 
John  Dalrymple,  Bart,  refigned; 
and  Sir  George  Abercrombie,  bart* 
to  be  clerk  for  the  admiflion  of 


Nottars,  in  Scotland*  o>/VeStuart« 
refis 


Whitehally  Sept.  i£.  His  Grace 
William-Henry-Cavendifh  Dulce 
of  Portland,  K.  G.  the  Right  Hon. 
Spencer  Perceval ;  the  Right  Hon. 
John  Fofter,  chancellor  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  exchequer  of  Ireland;  the 
Hon.  William  Eliot ;  William- 
Sturges  Bourne,  Efq.  and  the  Hon. 
Richard  Ryder ;  appointed  com- 
miflioners  for  executing  the  office 
of  treafurer  of  his  Majefty’s  ex¬ 
chequer. 

Whitehally  Sept .  1 5.  A.  M. 

Holdfworth,  Efq.  appointed  go¬ 
vernor  qf  Dartmouth  caftle,  vice 
Arthur  Holdfvvorth,  dec. 

Qjieen3 s-palacey  Sept.  1  6.  George 
Collier,  Efq.  captain  in  the  royal 
navy*  knighted. 

Whitehally  Sept .  19.  Rev.  John 
Pitman,  ftudent  in  civil  law,  pre~ 
fented  to  the  vicarage  of  Brode 
Hompton,  co.  Devon,  vice  Rev. 
John  Pitman,  M.  A.  refigned. — - 
Rev.  Alexander  Crofhie,  prefented 
to  the  church  and  parilh  of  Bintle, 
in  the  prefbytery  and  ftewartry  of 
Kirkcudbright,  vice  Mr.  George 
Maxwell,  dec. 

War-office,  Sept .  22.  Gen.  Ge¬ 
rard  Lord  Lake,  appointed  gover¬ 
nor  of  Plymouth,  vice  the  Earl  of 
Chatham,  promoted  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Jerfey,  vice  Marquis  Town* 
(bend,  dee. — Lieut. -gen.  William 
Loftus,  of  the  24th  light  dragoons, 
to  be  governor  of  Dumbarton,  vice 
Lord  Lake. 

Admiralty-office ,  Oft.  2.  Cap¬ 
tains  John  Hunter,  Efq.  Francis 
Pender,  Efq.  William-Albany  Ot¬ 
way,  Efq.  George  Lumfdaine, 
Efq.  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  K.  B. 
Henry  Nichols,  Efq.  Herbert 
Sawyer,  Efq.  Davidge  Gould, 
Efq.  and  Richard-Goodwin  Keats, 
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ifq.  to  bo  rear-admirals  of  the 
bjufe  fquadron  of  his  H.  M.  fleet. 

Foreign-officey  Oft.  3.  Jofeph- 
Charles  Mellilh,  Efq.  appointed 
his  Majefty’s  fecretary  of  lega¬ 
tion  at  the  court  of  his  Sicilian 
Majefty. 

Whitehall ,  Oftoher  3.  Mr.  John 
Maclellan,  prefented  to  the  church 
and  parifli  of  Kelton,  in  the  pref- 
bytery  and  ftewartry  of  Kirk¬ 
cudbright,  'vice  Mr.  Tho.  Halli- 
day,  dec. 

Admiralty-office ,  Oft.  6.  Wil¬ 
liam  Lechmere,  and  Thomas  Fo¬ 
ley,  Efqrs.  to  be  colonels  of  his 
Majefty’s  royal  marine  forces,  'vice 
Sir  Samuel  Hood,  K„  B.  and  Ri¬ 
chard  Goodwin  Keats,  Efq.  ap¬ 
pointed  flag-officers  of  his  Majef¬ 
ty’s  fleet. 

Whitehall Oft,  6.  Thomas- 
Norton  Fowlett,  Efq.  appointed 
one  of  the  clerks  of  his  Majefty’s 
fignet,  'vice  James  Rivers,  Efq.  dec. 

Queen* s-galace)  Oft.  14.  Plight 
Hon.  John  Earl  of  Chatham,  K.G. 
fworn  governor  of  the  illand  of 
Jerfey,  'vice  the  Marquis  Town- 
fhend,  dec. 

Whitehall ,  Oft .  31.  Right  Hon. 
Gerard  Baron  Lake,  general  of  his 
Majefty’s  forces,  created  Vifcount 
Lake,  of  Delhi  and  Lafwary,  and 
©f  Alton  Clinton,  co.  Bucking¬ 
ham.— Rev.  James  Wilfon,  pre¬ 
fented  to  the  church  and  parifli  of 
Abernyte,  in  the  prefbytery  of 
Dundee,  and  county  of  Perth,  'vice 
Adamfon,  dec. 

Whitehall ,  No'v.  3.  Right  Hop. 
William  Baron  Cathcart,  K.  T. 
and  lieut.-general  of  his  Majefty’s 
forces,  created  Baron  Greenock,  of 
Greenock,  co.  Renfrew,  and  Vif- 
count  Cathcart,  of  Cathcart,  in  rhe 
faid  county. — James Gambier,  Efq. 
Admiral  of  the  Blue,  createdJBaron 
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Gamble  of  Iver,  co.  Bucking¬ 
ham. — Harry  Bur,rard,  of  Lyming® 
ton,  co.  Southampton,  Efq.  lieu¬ 
tenant-general  of  his  Majefty’s 
forces;  Henry-Edwin  Stanhope, 
of.. c  tan  well,  co.  Middlefex,  Efq. 
vice-admiral  of  the  blue  ;  and 
Thomas  Blomefield,  of  Attlebo¬ 
rough,  co.  Norfolk,  Efq.  major- 
general  of  his  Majefty’s  forces  ; 
created  baronets. 

Carleton-houfe ,  No'v.  12.  Dr* 
John  Hunter,  of  Hill-ftreet,  Berke¬ 
ley  fquare,  appointed,  by  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  one  of  his  royal  high- 
nefs’s  phyficians  extraordinary, 

* vice  Dr.  William  Frafer,  dec. 

Queen’s -palace ,  No'v.  2$.  Right 
Hop.  Richard  Ryder,  fworn  of 
his  Majefly’s  molt  honourable  pri¬ 
vy  council,  George  Earl  of  Pem¬ 
broke  and  Montgomery,  K.G. 
fworn  governor  of  the  illand  of 
Guernfey,  'vice  Earl  Grey,  dec. 

Foreign-officex  No'v.  27.  Hon* 
Wm,  Hill,  appointed  his  Majefty’s 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minilter 
plenipotentiary  to  the  court  of 
Sardinia  ;  and  Jofeph  Smith,  Efq. 
to  be  fecretary  of  legation  at  that 
court. 

Whitehall ,  Nov.  28.  His  Grace 
William-Henry  Cavendilh,  Duke 
of  Portland,  K  G.  Right  Hon. 
Spencer  Perceval  ;  R  ght  Hon. 
John  Folter,  chancellor  of  his  Ma, 
jelly’s  exchequer  of  Ireland;  Hon. 
William  Broderick ;  Hon.  Wil¬ 
liam  Ediot ;  and  William  Sturges 
Bourne,  Efq.  appointed  commif- 
fioners  foy  executing  the  office  of 
treafurer  of  his  Majelly’s  exche¬ 
quer  — Right  Hon. Richard  Ryder, 
appointed  '  advocate-general,  or 
judge-marlhal,  of  his  Majefty’a 
forces,  'vice  N.  Bond,  refigned. — 
Thomas  Hume,  Efq.  M.  D.  ap¬ 
pointed,  by  the  Duke  of  Cam- 
‘  *  '  bridge, 
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bridge,  one  of  his  Royal  Highnefs’s 
phylicians. 

DublnuCcfile ,  No<v .  ....  Lord 
Henry  Moore  ( ‘■vice  the  Marquis 
of  Drogheda,  refigned),  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Bagwell,  efq,  appointed  Muf- 
ter- maker- general  of  Ireland. 

Whitehall ,  Dec.  j.  Right  Rev. 
Edward- Venables  Vernon,  D.D. 
Bilhop  of  Carlille,  recommended, 
by  congi  j i’ehre,  to  be  elected  Arch- 
bilhop  of  York,  vice  Markham, 
deceafed. 

Queen's  Palace ,  Dec.  9.  Lieut,, 
eolonel  George  Smith,  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  8 2d  Regiment  of  Foot, 
knighted. 

Whitehall ,  Dec.  9.  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Glenbervie,  appointed  Sur¬ 
veyor-general  of  the  Woods  and 
Forefts. 

Carletan- Honfe,  Dec.  9.  Right 
Hon.  Gerard  Vifcount  Lake,  ap¬ 
pointed,  by  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
Receiver-general  of  the  Revenues 
of  his  Royal  Highnefs’s  Duchy  of 
Cornwall,  •vice  Sheridan,  religned. 

Foreign  Office ,  Dec.  16.  Edward 
Thornton,  efq.  appointed  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  Envoy-extraordinary  and 
Minider  -  plenipotentiary  to  the 
Court  of  Sweden;  and  Charles 
Oakely,  efq.  to  be  Secretary  of 
Legation  at  that  Court. 

Whitehall ,  Dec.  ig.  Ofborn 
Markham,  John  Fifher,  and  Alex¬ 
ander  Loraine,  efqrs.  appointed 
Commjffioneis  for  the  General  Su¬ 
perintendance  and  Management  of 
the  Barrack  Department. 

Foreign  Office ,  Dec.  26.  Lord 
Vifcount  Strangford,  appointed  his 
Majefty  ’s  Envoy -extraordinary  and 
Minifter-plenipotentiary  to  the 
Court  of  her  Moft  Faithful  Ma. 
jelly  the  Queen  of  Portugal. 

Whitehall ,  Dec.  30.  Sir  Charles 
Briffeane,  knt.  a  Captain  in  the 


Royal  Navy,  and  femor  Officer  of 
the  Squadron  of  His  Majefty 's 
Ships  to  which  the  iiland  of  Cu¬ 
rasao  and  its  dependencies  funren- 
dered  on  the  ill  day  of  January 
la  ft,  permitted  by  his  M  2  jelly,  in 
confideration  of.  his  meritorious 
conduct  on  that  occasion  to  bear  the 
following  honourable  augmentation 
to  the  Armorial  Enfigns  ufed  by 
his  family  ;  viz.  (S  A  Chief,  em¬ 
battled  thereon  a  Ship  of  War  un¬ 
der  Sail  between  two  Caliles  ;  and 
for  Crell,  out  of  a  Naval  Crown, 
an  Arm  emhowed  grafping  a 
S  word  •  and  from  the  Hand  a  Me¬ 
dal  fufpended  by  a  Ribbon  ;  Motto, 
Curasao  ;  and  for  Supporters,  on 
the  dexter  lide  a  Britifh  Sailor, 
and  on  the  fmifter  a  Britifh  Ma-* 
line/* 


DEATHS  for  the  Year  1807. 

Dec.  29.  At  Goodwood,  Sulfex, 
in  his  7 2d  year,  after  having  been 
a  conliderable  time  in  a  declining 
Hate  of  health,  and  for  feme  months 
dangeroully  ill,  which  he  bore 
with  the  greateft  fortitude  and  re- 
fignation,  Charles  Lennox,  Duke 
of  Richmond.  His  Grace  was  of 
Royal  extradion,  being  defeended 
from  Charles  Lennox,  natural  fon 
cf  King  Charles  II.  by  Lady 
Louifa  Renne  de  Penencourt,  a 
French  lady,  who  came  to  England 
writh  the  Duchefs  of  Orleans,  the 
King's  filler,  and  whom  his  Ma- 
jelly  not  only  created  Duchefs  of 
Portfmouth,  Countefs  of  Farnham, 
and  Baronefs  of  Peterslield,  in  Eng^ 
land,  but  prevailed  on  Louis  XIV. 
to  confer  on  her  the  title  of  Duchefs 
of  Aubigny  in  France.  The  late 
Duke,  who  was  born  February  22, 
1734,  was  the  third  in  fucceftion. 
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,-ani  pofTejfTed  the  titles  conferred 
.<on  his  grandfather  in  the  reign  of 
•Charles  II.  viz.  Duke  of  Rich¬ 
mond  in  England,  Duke  of  Au- 
bigny  in  France  (confirmed  and  re. 
gidered  by  the  Parliament  of  Paris 
in  1777)?  Duke  of  Lennox  in  Scot¬ 
land,  Earl  of  March  in  England, 
and  Darnley  in  Scotland,  Baron  of 
Settrington  in  England,  and  Tur- 
bolton  and  Methuen  in  Scotland  ; 
befides  which,  he  was  created  by 
his  prefent  Majefty  a  Knight  of 
the  Garter.  lie  was  alfo  a  Field 
Marfhal  of  Great  Britain,  Colonel 
of  the  Royal  Regiment  of  Horfe 
Guards  Blue,  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
Cutlets  Rot  u  lor  am  of  the  County 
of  Suflex,  High  Steward  of  the 
City  of  Chickeder,  F.  R.  and 
A.  SS.  He  fiore  the  arms  of 
King  Charles  II.  and  his  motto 
was,  En  la  Rofe  jejleurkj  In  the 
Rofe  I  flourifh.”  He  married, 
April  1,  1  757)  Mary,  elded  daugh¬ 
ter  and  coheirefs  of  the  late  Earl  of 
Ayiefbury,  by  Caroline,  daughter 
, pf  John  Duke  of  Argyll,  who  af¬ 
terwards  married,  fecondly,  the 
late  Right  Hon.  Henry  Seymour 
Conway,  brother  to  Francis  firft 
Marquis  of  Hertford.  Elis  Grace 
-formed,  fpx  many  years,  a  very 
prominent  figure  on  the  political 
feene,  under  circumdances  too  re¬ 
cent  to  be  forgotten.  His  exertions, 
in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Pitt,  in 
favour  of  a  Parliamentary  Reform, 
and  his  plan  of  fortifying  our  coad, 
which  was  negatived  only  by  the 
voice  of  the  Speaker  (Cornwall), 
are,  perhaps,  the  mod  remarkable 
epochs  in  his  atdive  life.  His 
Grace  had  been  a  widower  (with¬ 
out  ififue)  feme  years.  The  illuf- 
irious  titles  and  entailed  edates 
have  of  courfe  devolved  on  his 
grace’s  nephew*  Lieut. -gen.  Len¬ 


nox,  M.P.  for  the  county  ofSufiex, 
whofe  father.  Lord  George,  the 
heir. apparent,  died  fome  time  ago* 
The  dukedom  of  Aubigny,  which 
the  late  Duke  of  Richmond  enjoy¬ 
ed  till  the  French  Revolution,  was- 
not,  a  barren  dignity  ;  an  edate  of 
about  500L  a  year  and  a  chateau 
having  been  attached  to  it  till  that 
period.  The  death  of  the  Duke 
produced  a  fort  of  general  mourn¬ 
ing  ip  the  falhionable  world,  as 
there  are  few  families  of  rank  in  the 
United  Kingdom  that  were  not  re¬ 
lated  to  him.  His  Grace  diredled 
that  his  body  Ihould  be  opened  ; 
which  was  accordingly  done,  and 
filled  with  flack  lime.  The  bur¬ 
geons  employed  in  opening  the 
body  difeovered  a  confiderable  ul¬ 
cer  in  his  domach,  and  in  the  gall¬ 
bladder  fundry  dones,  of  which  his 
Grace  experienced  a  large difeharge 
about  ten  days  before  his  death. 
He  had  been  long  of  opinion,  that 
he  had  a  particular  complaint  in  the 
bowels,  which  baffled  all  medical 
art  either  to  difeover  or  remove. 
Elis  remains  were  interred  in  the  fa¬ 
mily-vault  in  Chicheder  cathedral, 
agreeably  to  the  dire&ions  of  his 
will,  without  any  pompous  parade. 

Jan.  10.  Suddenly,  in  Dublin,  in 
his  72d  year,  Brice  Earl  of  Mill- 
town,  who  fucceeded  his  brother  ]o» 
fieph,  the  late  Earl,  Nov.  27, 1801* 

14.  At  his  houfe  in  Pulteney- 
flreet,  Bath,  aged  upwards  of  6os 
after  having  been  for  fome  months 
in  adeclining  date  of  health,  Arthur 
Achefon,  Earl  of  Gosford,  Vifcount 
Gosford,  of  Market-hill,  and  go¬ 
vernor  of  Armagh,  in  Ireland. 

15.  At  Clifton,  near  Bridol, 
Lady  Hefketh.  She  was  the  lady 
to  whom  fo  many  of  the  letters  of 
Cowper  the  poet  are  addrefied,  to 
whom  file  was  g  coufin*  and  for 
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many  years  one  of  his  few  compa¬ 
nions. 

1 6.  At  Lambeth  palace,  the  in¬ 
fant  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Hugh 
Percy,  born  December  28  laft. 

Feb.  8.  In  Hinde-ftreet,  Man- 
bhefter-fquare,  Dorcas  Baronefs 
Dufferin  and  Claneboye. 

8*  At  Carmichael-houfe,  in 
Scotland,  aged  80,  Jane  Countefs- 
dowager  of  Hyndford. 

10.  At  Uck field,  Suffex,  the 
Hon,  and  Rev.  William-Auguftus 
Irby,  third  fon  of  Lord  Bofton, 
and  re&or  of  Whifton,  Northamp¬ 
ton. 

16.  In  Portland. place,  Bath,  the 
Hon.  Mrs.  Browne,  aunt  to  the 
Marquis  of  Sligo. 

18.  In  Dover-ftreet,  the  Hon. 
Charles  Saville. 

At  Warfield-grove,  Berks,  the 
Hon.  Richard  Bradfhaw  Annefley, 
youngeft  fon  of  the  Earl  of  Mount- 
morris. 

2S  o  At  Bath,  the  Moft  Noble 
jane  Marchionefs  of  Ely,  widow 
of  Charles  Marquis  of  Ely. 

26.  At  his  houfe  in  Clarges- 
ftreet,  Piccadilly,  Thomas-Ralph 
Maude,  fecond  Vifcount  Hawar- 
den,  Baron  de  Montalt,  and  a  ba¬ 
ronet. 

March  4.  At  his  houfe  in  Mount- 
joy-fquare,  Dublin,  after  a  linger¬ 
ing  illnefs,  John  fifth  Lord  Car- 
bery. x 

7.  At  her  houfe  in  Rutland- 
fquare,  Dublin,  Alice  Howard, 
Countefs  of  Wicklow. 

13.  At  her  houfe  in  Harley- 
ftreet,  Cavendifh-fquare,  Lady  Al- 
fton. 

At  Clifton,  near  Briftol,  Eliza¬ 
beth,  Countefs  of  Mayo.,  widow  of 
Jofeph,  third  Earl  of  Mayo,  and 
Archbifhop  of  Tuam,  and  only 
filler  of  John,  Earl  of  Clan  william. 


26.  At  Chichefter,  co.  Suffex, 
Ambrofia,  Lady  Vifcountefs  Lif¬ 
ford. 

27.  The  Hon.  Mifs  Anne  Rod- 
ney,  youngeft  daughter  of  Lady  R, 
and  filler  to  Lord  R. 

28.  At  St.  James's  palace,  aged 
83,  the  Hon.  Frances  Tracy,  firft 
bed-chamber  woman  to  her  Ma- 
jefty. 

Lately.  At  St.  Petersburg,  the 
Princefs  Bariatinlky.  This  beauti¬ 
ful  and  amiable  young  lady  was  the 
Hon.  Mifs  Dutton,  fecond  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Lord  Sherborne,  and  niece  to 
the  Mefileurs  Coke  of  Norfolk  and 
Derby  ;  and  was  married,  eleven 
months  fince  to  the  Ruflian  Prince 
Bariatinlky.  By  this  melancholy 
event  a  gloom  has  been  call  over  fe- 
veral  noble  families.  On  the  13th 
of  May,  her  corpfe  was  landed  at 
Yarmouth,  from  P  Amiable  frigate, 
and  conveyed  forward  for  interment 
in  the  family-vault. 

April.  At  Marino,  near  Dublin, 
Mary  Countefs  of  Charlemont. 

3.  In  his  79th  year,  at  his  feat 
in  Santon  Downham,  Suffolk, 
Charles  Sloane,  Earl  Cadogan,  Vif¬ 
count  Chelfea,  and  a  Trullee  of  the 
Britilh  Mufeurp* 

12.  In  her  35th  year,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  premature  delivery  of 
a  dead  child  on  the  5  th,  the  Em- 
prefs  of  Auftria.  She  has  had  1 2 
children  ;  of  whom  four  Tons  and 
five  daughters  are  living. — The 
body  of  her  Imperial  Majefty  was 
opened  on  the  14th  ;  and  on  the 
15th  it  publicly  lay  in  ftate.  On 
the  1 6th  the  heart  was  depofit- 
ed  with  great  folemnity  in  the 
church  of  the  Auguftins  3  the  en¬ 
trails  were  conveyed,  in  equal 
pomp,  to  the  cathedral  church,  and 
depofited  in  the  vault :  and  the 
fame  day,  at  five  in  the  afternoon. 
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funeral  took  place,  In  the  following 
order,  from  the  church  of  the  Au- 
guftins  to  the  Capuchins :  1 .  a  de¬ 
tachment  of  Cavalry  5  2.  the  Poor 
of  the  Hofpital ;  3.  the  Religious 
Orders  of  the  Town  and  Suburbs ; 
4.  the  Curates;  5.  the  City  Ma- 
giftrate ;  6.  the  States  of  Lower 
Auftria  ;  7.  the  Counfellors  of  the 
Aulic  and  Provincial  Departments, 
in  mourning;  8.  the  Individuals 
belonging  to  the  Court.  The  Mi- 
nifters,  Privy  Counfellors,  and 
other  Perfonages  of  the  Court,  met 
in  the  church,  as  did  the  Knights 
of  the  Order  of  the  Golden  Fleece 
~Snd  the  Grand  Crofs  of  the  Order 
of  St.  Stephen.  His  Royal  High- 
nefs  the  Archduke  John,  proxy  for 
his  Majefty,  and  the  other  Arch¬ 
dukes,  alfo  repaired  to  the  church 
before  the  arrival  of  the  proceffion. 
— At  half  pall  four,  the  body  was 
let  down  from  the  Hate-bed,  the 
coffin  clofed,  and  placed  on  the  fu¬ 
neral-car,  to  which  fix  horfes  were 
harnelfed,  eloathed  in  black.  The 
proceffion  then  commenced,  and  the 
car  was  preceded  and  followed  by 
many  bodies  of  Horfe  and  Foot 
Soldiers,  The  different  State-offi¬ 
cers  went  with  the  proceffion,  in 
carriages.  The  corpfe,  on  arriving 
at  the  church,  was  placed  on  a 
platform,  covered  with  velvet 
richly  embroidered  with  gold ; 
and,  after  receiving  the  benedic¬ 
tions  of  the  Archbifliop,  was  let 
down  into  the  vault. 

1 6.  At  Edinburgh,  the  Countefs 
Dowager  of  Dalhoufie,  relidl  of 
William  feventh  Earl,  who  died 
37S7,  and  niece  of  Governor  Glen. 

At  Southampton,  Dowager  Lady 
Stuart. 

18.  At  Breck-lodge,  Frafer- 
burgh,  in  Scotland,  the  Hon.  Anne 
Frafer,  daughter  of  the  dyceafed 


Alexander  Lord  Saltoun,  and  grand¬ 
aunt  to  the  prefent  Lord. 

At  Schwerin,  in  Mecklenburg!], 
the  Hon.  Frances  Clifford,  eldell 
filler  of  the  prefent  Lord  Clifford. 

20.  In  London,  in  the  5S tH 
year  of  his  age,  Laurence  Harman 
Parfons,  Earl  of  Rofs,  Vifcount 
Oxmantown,  and  Baron  Oxman- 
town.  His  Lordlhip  will  be  long 
regretted  by  his  family,  tenantry, 
and  friends.  He  was  of  a  retired 
difpofition,  and  great  improver, 
and  lived  in  the  moll  princely  ftyle 
in  Ireland  ;  his  equipages,  horfes, 
and  liveries,  were  always  moll: 
magnificent.  His  Lordlhip  was 
one  of  the  Reprefentative  Peers  for 
Ireland  ;  and  had  juft  arrived  in 
town,  accompanied  only  by  his  fer- 
vants,  to  attend  his  parliamentary 
duty* 

26.  At  Clifton,  near  Briftol, 
the  Lady  Elizabeth- Anne  Mage* 
nis,  fecond  daughter  of  William 
Willoughby,  the  late  Earl  of  Ejeu 
mlkijlen.  She  was  born  Auguft  S, 
1764;  and  married,  in  September 
1788,  to  Capt.  Magenis,  fon  of 
Richard  3VL  efq. 

Lately,  at  the  Hague,  in  his  pth 
year,  the  eldell  fon  of  King  Louis, 
of  Holland,  the  intended  fucceffor 
of  Bonaparte. 

27.  At  Paris,  in  her  85th  year, 
the  Right  Hon.  Lady  Anaftafia 
Stafford  Howard,  Baronefs  of  Staf¬ 
ford,  only  furviving  daughter  and, 
heir  of  William  Earl  of  Stafford, 
who  died  in  1734. 

May  15,  At  Hampftead,  in  her 
36th  year,  Lady  Charlotte  Wing*, 
field,  wife  of  William  W.  efq. 
daughter  of  the  late  Earl  of  Digby, 
and  filler  to  the  prefent. 

1 6.  The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Jane 
Knoll ys,  fecond  daughter  of  the 
Earl  .pf  Banbury,* 

18,  A% 
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1 8.  At  Salt-hill,  his  Serene 
Highnefs  Prine  Antoine  Philippe, 
Puke  of  Montpenfter,  brother  to  the 
Puke  of  Orleans,  ftrft  Prince  of  the 
Blood  Royal  of  France  ;  born  July 
3,1775.  The  remains  of  his  Royal 
Highnefs  were  on  Monday  the  25th 
brought  to  town.  By  order  of  his 
Royal  Highnefs  Moniieur,  they 
were  delivered  to  the  Abbe  Bour- 
ret,  the  principal  of  the  French 
Catholic  Chapel,  in  King-ilreet, 
Portman-fquare.  The  body  lay  in 
the  chapel  in  ftate  all  night  ;  and 
the  next  morning  high  mafs  was 
celebrated  over  it  in  the  prefence 
of  the  Due  de  Bourbon,  uncle  to 
the  deceafed,  the  Count  de  Chaf- 
tre,  Minifter  to  Louis  XVIII.  and 
feveral  other  perfons  of  diftindtion, 
who  afterwards  attended  the  fune¬ 
ral.  Between  three  and  four  o’clock 
they  proceeded  to  Weftminfler  Ab¬ 
bey,  in  a  folemn  and  grand  procef- 
fion,  in  the  following  order : 

The  Mutes  ; 

Plume  of  Feathers ; 

A  Mourning-coach,  drawn  by  fix 
horfes,  infide  of  which  were 
placed  a  Box,  covered  with 
Crimfon  Velvet,  with  white 
and  gold  Nails,  containing  the 
embalmed  entrails  of  the  De¬ 
ceafed  ; 

A  Man  on  horfeback,  uncovered, 
carrying  before  him  the  Coro¬ 
net  of  the  Deceafed,  on  a  vel¬ 
vet  Cufhion. 

THE  HEARSE, 

Drawn  by  fix  horfes,  with 
pages  on  each  fide ; 

The  Coffin,  covered  with  rich 
crimfon  and  filver  Furniture, 
Plate,  and  Ornaments  of  the 
fame. 

Seven  mourning  coaches,  the  firft 

four  drawn  by  fix  horfes,  and 

others  bv  four  horfes  :  the 
^  * 

Duke  de  Bourbon  was  in  the 


firft  coach,  as  chief  mourner^ 
accompanied  by  one  gentle¬ 
man  :  ^n  the  other  coaches 
were  feveral  French  No¬ 
ble  fte  : 

The  Deceafed’s  carriage,  drawrf 
by  fix  horfes  ; 

The  Duke  de  Bourbon’s  carriages, 
each  drawn  by  fix  horfes  ; 
Three  of  the  Royal  carriages,  with 
fix  horfes,  the  poftillions  in 
State  liveries,  three  fervants 
behind,  with  black  hatbands 
tied  with  white  ribbons.  The 
Royal  carriages  went  in  the 
following  order  ift.  His 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of 
Suffex  ;  2d.  His  Royal  High¬ 
nefs  the  Duke  of  York  :  and 
3d.  His  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Prince  of  Wales. 

The  body  was  interred  in  the 
aile  near  Henry  the  Seventh’s 
Chapel.  The  Prince  was  in  his 
J2d  year. 

On  Saturday,  June  6,  was  per¬ 
formed,  at  King-flreet  chapel, 
Portman-fquare,  a  Requiem ,  for  the 
late  Duke  of  Montpenfier,  which 
was  attended  by  all  the  Foreign 
Princes,  and  many  Perfons  of  dis¬ 
tinction. 

At  Windfor  Caftle,  the  Right 
Rev.  Dr.  Douglas,  Lord  Bifhop  of 
Salisbury,  and  chancellor  of  the 
Order  of  the  Garter,  in  his  85th 
year. — (A  particular  account  of  his 
Lordlhip  will  be  found  among  the 
Characters  in  the  prefent  volume). 

In  New  Burlington-ftreet,  after 
a  long  and  fevere  iilnefs,  Rt.  Hon. 
Lady  Walpole. 

Lately,  at  Warrington,  co.  Lan- 
cafter,  Charles  Dalrymple,  efq.  of 
the  4th  Dragoons,  fecond  fon  of 
the  late  Lord  Wefthall. 

20.  At  his  feat  at  Caftle  Martyr, 
co.  Cork,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
So,  Richard  Boyle,  Earl  of  Shan- 
7  non* 
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non,  ViCcount  Boyle,  Baron  of 
Caftle  Martyr,  Knight  of  St.  Pa¬ 
trick,  Governor  and  Cuftos-Rotu- 
lorum  of  the  County  of  York,  a 
Privy  Counfeilor  in  England  and 
Ireland,  and  a  Peer  of  England,  by 
the  title  of  Baron  Carleton,  of 
Carleton  in  Yorkfhire.  This  dif- 
'tinguifhed  nobleman  (whofe  Parlia¬ 
mentary  influence  in  the  filler 
Kingdom,  previous  to  the  Union, 
was  fo  unbounded  that  no  Vice- 
Regent  felt  eafy  on  his  throne  un¬ 
til  he  fecured  his  Lerdfhip’s  friend- 
fhip)  was  born  January  30,  1727, 
and  fat  firft  in  Parliament,  in  1  749, 
for  the  borough  of  Dungarvon.  In 
1761,  he  was  deeded  member  for 
the  county which  lunation  he 
continued  to  dll  until  1765,  when 
he  fucceeded  his  father,  Earl  Henry, 
in  the  peerage.  In  17 66  his  Lord- 
fhip  was  appointed  Mailer-general 
of  the  Ordnance,  and  Two ro  of  his 
Majefty’s  Privy  Council.  In  De¬ 
cember  1781,  he  was  appointed  a 
Lord  of  the  Treafury  ;  and,  on  the 
firft  inftitution  of  the  order  of  St. 
Patrick,  nominated  an  original 
Knight  Companion.  In  September, 
1787,  created  (at  the  King's  in- 
ftance,  without  any  folicitation 
from  his  Lordfhip)  a  Peer  of  Great 
Britain,  by  the  title  of  Baron  Carle¬ 
ton,  in  Yorkfhire,  which  honour 
had  become  extind  in  another 
branch  of  the  Boyle  family,  by  the 
deceafe,  without  iffue,  of  Henry 
Boyle,  Lord  Carleton,  in  1724, 
who  was  principal  Secretary  of 
State  to  Queen  Anne  in  1707. 

At  Bath,  aged  47,  the  Hon.  Ju¬ 
liana  Hartopp  Wigley,  the  very 
amiable  wife  of  Edward  Hartopp- 
Wigley,  efq.  of  Little  Dalby,  co. 
Leicefter  ;  and  daughter  of  George 
third  Lord  Carbery,  who  married 
Juliana  ihird  daughter  of  Baptift 


fourth  Earl  of  Gainfborough.  Her 
Lady  Hi  ip  fell  a  martyr  to  the  mea¬ 
lies,  which  Hie  caught  through  a n 
unintermitted  attendance  on  'the 
fick  bed  of  a  defer vedly  favourite 
fon,  who  furvives  to  lament  the  lofs 
of  arnoft  alfe&ionate  mother.  Her 
rehiains  were  interred  in  the  fa¬ 
mily-vault  at  Dalby.  The  funeral 
retinue,  fuperbly  decorated  with  the 
efcutcheons  of  the  family,  attracted 
at  Leicefter  the  attention  of  an  im- 
menfe  concourfe  of  fpeflators. 

29.  At  Flufhing,  near  Fal¬ 
mouth,  after  having  lately  returned 
from  Lilbon,  where  he  had  been 
two  years  for  the  recovery  of  his 
health,  of  a  deep  decline,  in  his 
22d  year,  Charles-Gough  Cal- 
thorpe,  Lord  Cal'thorpe,  eldeft  fon 
of  the  late  Lord  C.  whom  he  fuc- 
ceeded  1798.  He  was  born  in 
March,  1786. 

31,  At  Clifton,  near  Briftol,  in 
her  24th  year.  Lady  Anna-Maria- 
Pelham  Cotton,  lifter  of  the  Duke 
of  Newcaftle,  niece  to  the  Earl  of 
Harrington,  and  coufm  to  the  Earl 
of  Barrymore.  She  was  married, 
in  1802,  to  Colonel  (now  Major- 
general)  Cotton,  eldeft  fon  of  Sir 
R.  Salulbury  C.  hart,  of  Cumber- 
mere  abbey,  co.  Cltefter. 

Lately,  at  Alhton,  Sufifex,  Lady 
Eyles. 

June  11.  At  his  houfe  in  Sack, 
ville-row,  after  a  long  and  How  de¬ 
cay  of  all  the  powers  of  Nature,  in 
the  83d  year  of  his  age,  John 
Walrad Count  deWelderen,  Knight 
of  the  Moll  Noble  the  Tutonick 
Order,  Commander  of  Dieren,  and 
(by  the  late  demife  of  his  Serene 
Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Anhalt) 
Grand  Commander  of  the  faid 
Orders  Bailiwick  of  Utrecht,  for¬ 
merly,  from  1762  to  1780,  Envoy- 
Extraordinary  and  Minifter  Pleni¬ 
potentiary 
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potentiary  from  the  Stares  General 
of  the  United  Provinces  to  his 
Majefty  ;  a  Nobleman  of  diftin- 
guifhed  merit,  whether  viewed,  in 
public  life,  as  a  Statefman  of  confi- 
derable  abilities,  and  of  the  pureft 
principles,  inviolably  attached,  as 
he  was,  to  the  conftitution  of 
his  country,  and  the  Houfe  of 
Orange,  and  to  the  Perfon  and  Go¬ 
vernment  of  his  Majefty ;  or, 
viewed  in  private  life,  as  a  Gentle¬ 
man,  for  the  fuavity  of  his  manners, 
and  the  amenity  of  hisfocial  inter- 
courfe.  His  memory  will,  by  all 
thofe  that  knew  him,  and  by  his 
friends  in  particular,  be  held  in  due 
and  lafting  veneration.  He  was  the 
laft  male  of  this  moft  noble  and  an- 
tient  family.  His  remains  were 
depoftted  in  the  burying  vault  of 
Dr*  Parker,  late  ReCfcor  of  St. 
James’s,  Piccadilly. 

In  Kildare^ftreet,  Dublin,  Lady 
Borrowes,  wife  of  Sir  Erafmus 
B.  bart.  of  Gilltown*  co.  Kildare, 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  Dean  Cham¬ 
pagne,  and  filler  to  the  Countefs  of 
Uxbridge,  Lady  Devaux,  and  Mrs. 
Stepney. 

1 6.  At  Cleveland-houfe,  St. 
James’s-fquare,  in  her  41ft  year, 
Catharine-Mary,  Countefs  of  Dar¬ 
lington. 

20.  At  the  Epifcopal  caftle  of 
Raphoe,  co,  Donegal,  James  Haw¬ 
kins,  D.D.  Lord  Bilhop  of  Raphoe. 
His  Lordlhip  was  born  in  1724; 
promoted  to  the  fee  of  Dromore  in 
j 775;  and  confecrated  Bilhop  of 
Raphoe  in  1780.  From  his  firft 
entrance  into  life,  holding  refidence 
to  be  a  principal  duty,  heconftantly 
remained  wherever  his  promotion 
placed  him.  Though  he  had  nearly 
attained  his  84th  year,  his  intel¬ 
lects  remained  unimpaired  to  his 
laft  moments ;  and  he  diedj  as  he 


had  lived,  in  peace.  He  was  fd* 
ther  of  Admiral  Lawkirn  Whit- 
Hied. 

30.  In  the  night  betweeen  the 
29th  and  goth,  to  the  great  grief 
of  his  Majefty  the  Emperor  and 
the  Imperial  Court,  at  Vienna,  the 
Archduke  Jofeph,  born  April  9* 
1799.  A  defeCt  in  the  conforma¬ 
tion  of  the  vifeera  is  fuppofed  to 
have  haftened  his  deceafe. 

July  i.  At  Martinique,  Madame 
De  la  Pagerie,  mother  of  Madame 
Buonaparte.  She  was  interred  with 
great  pomp  at  Les  Trow*  Iflets,  he! 
heart  having  been  taken  out  and 
depofited  in  a  filver  chalice,  to  be 
fent  to  France. 

7.  At  her  father’s  houfe,  is 
Dover-ftreet,  the  Hon.  Mifs  Thel- 
luffon,  eldeft  daughter  of  Lord 
Rendiefham. 

12.  In  her  25th  year,  at  Heavi- 
tree,  near  Exeter,  where  (he  had 
palled  feveral  months  for  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  her  health*  the  Right  Hon, 
Lady  Mary  Catherine  Myers,  wife 
of  Thomas  M.  efq. 

13.  At  Fitzroy  farm,  Anne, 
dowager  Lady  Southampton,daugh- 
ter  and  coheirefs  of  Vice  admiral 
Sir  Peter  Warren,  K.B.  She  was 
married  in  1758,  and  was  left  a 
widow  in  1797. 

17.  At  Barking-hall,  Suffolk, 
in  her  20th  year,  the  Hon.  Sophia 
Aihburnham,  fecond  daughter  of 
Vifcount  St.  Afaph. 

20.  Lady  Norcliffe,  of  Lang- 
ton,  co.  York. 

454.  Burnt  to  death,  at  his  Lord- 
fhip’s  country -houfe,  at  Coom- 
bank,  co.  Kent,  in  her  70th  year. 
Lady  Frederick  Campbell,  wife  of 
Lord  Frederick  Campbell,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Amos  Meredith,  efq.  and 
filler  jof  Sir  W.  Meredith,  bart. 
Xu  17 52  (he  was  married  to  Earl 

Ferrers^ 
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Ferrets,  who  died  unfortunately  iii 
1760;  but  was  divorced  from  him 
by  Ad  of  Parliament  ;  and,  after 
his  death,  was  married,  in  1769, 
to  Lord  Frederick  Campbell,  bro¬ 
ther  to  the  Duke  of  Argyle.  It  is 
conjcdured  that  her  Ladyfhip  rauft 
ha  ve  fat  up  to  read,  and  fallen 
afleep.  About  four  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  as  a  labouring  man  was  going 
to  his  work,  he  faw  a  large  fmoke 
at  the  houfe  ;  and,  on  approaching 
it,  difcovered  the  left  wing  to  be 
on  fire.  He  immediately  alarmed 
Ahe  family,  when  they  found  Lady 
F.  C.’s  dreffing  room  on  fire.  Her 
woman  immediately  ran  to  her 
Lady’s  bed-room,  adjoining  the 
dreffing-room,  to  fearch  for  her 
lady,  and  found  (he  had  not  been  in 
bed,  and  was  miffing.  It  is  proba¬ 
ble,  (he  had  fallen  in  a  fit.  Her 
woman  left  her  Ladyfhip  at  a  quar- 
ter  before  twelve,  in  her  dreffing- 
room,  and  in  her  night-drefs,  as 
was  her  ufual  cuftom.  She  was 
found  in  the  ruins,  a  fhocking  fpec- 
tacle.  Her  watch  was  alfo  found 
wound  up,  and  flood  ftill  at  half¬ 
pail  one.  Lord  Frederick  C.  was 
in  town  at  the  time,  having  left 
Coombank  the  preceding  afternoon. 
The  wing,  containing  the  dreffing  - 
room,  a  room  over  and  under,  is 
entirely  gutted,  only  the  Hone  walls 
remaining.  From  the  great  exer* 
tions  of  the  neighbouring  inhabi¬ 
tants,  with  an  engine  from  Earl 
Stanhope's,  a  part  of  the  Royal 
Artillery,  with  an  engine  from 
their  barracks  near  Sevenoaks,  and 
an  engine  from  Sevenoaks  town, 
the  fire  was  got  under,  and  the 
other  parts  of  the  houfe  preferved. 
The  door  out  of  the  bed  room  into 
the  dreffing-room  was  on  fire  when 
her  Lady  (hip’s  woman  entered  the 
bed-room;  the  furniture  of  the  bed 
V©l.  XLIX.or  You  VII.  Ne 


was  fcorched  and  finged  by  the 
heat  to  tinder,  but  not  on  fire. 

3d.  At  Hackwood  Park,  in  his 
6 1  ft  year,  the  Right  Honourable 
Thomas,  Lord  Bolton,  governor 
and  vice-admiral  of  the  IHe  o£ 

Wight. 

The  Lady  Richard a  Phaire, 
eldeft  daughter  of  Richard  Arinef- 
ley,  the  iixth  Earl  of  An^lefea,  and 
widow  of  Robert  Phaire,  efq.  of 
Temple  Shannon,  co,  Wexford*  to 
whom  file  was  married  iii  July 
1761. 

Auguft  1.  At  the  government- 
houfe  in  rhe  Ifiand  of  Antigua,  the 
Right  Honourable  Ralph  Payne, 
Baron  of  Lavington  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Ireland,  Knight  of  the 
Bath,  Captain  General,  Governor 
in  Chief,  and  Vice-Admiral  of  the 
Leeward  tflands.  Early  in  life, 
during  his  refidence  in  the  Ifiand 
of  St.  Chriftopher’s,  he  was  elect¬ 
ed  one  of  the.reprefentatives  of  the 
Houfe  of  Afiembly  in  that  Ifiand, 
and  fo  great  was  the  influence  he 
had  acquired  from  the  avowed  fu» 
periority  of  his  talents  and  know¬ 
ledge,  that  at  the  firfi  meeting  of 
the  houfe  he  was  called  unani- 
moufiy  \o  the  chair,  and  by  his 
conduct  in  that  diftinguiflied  fixa¬ 
tion,  fully  juftified  the  choice  that 
had  been  made.  It  was  faid  at  the 
time  this  event  took  place,  that  he 
was  not  legally  qualified  from  his 
Hate  of  minority,  to  take  his  feat 
as  a  member  of  the  afiembly,  and 
confequently  could  not  affume  the 
duties  of  ti  e  chair.  This  might 
have  been,  and  it  is  believed  that 
the  houfe  knew  it  to  be  true,  but 
the  requisition  it  had  made  was  to© 
great  to  be  hazarded  upon  the  re- 
fult  of  a  motion,  ind  the  queftion 
was  never  agitated.  On  his  arrival 
in  England,  he  was  introduced  to 
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the  higheft  circles,  and  his  accom- 
plifhments  foon  made  his  fociety 
acceptable  wherever  he  went.  After 
having  made  the  tour  of  Europe,  he 
was  elected,  in  1768,  a  member  of 
the  Britifh  Parliament,  for  the  bo¬ 
rough  of  Shaftefbury  ;  and  in  the 
fucceffive  parliaments  of  1774  and 
1780,  he  ferved  for  Camelford  and 
Plympton.  In  1772  he  was  ho¬ 
noured  with  the  order  of  the  bath, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  the 
fenior  knight.  In  1771  he  was 
appointed  captain-general  and  go¬ 
vernor  in  chief  of  the  Leeward 
Iflands,  and  continued  in  that  Na¬ 
tion  untilyi775»  when  he  returned 
to  England,  and  was  appointed 
clerk  of  the  board  of  green  cloth, 
in  which  department  he  remained 
during  the  continuance  of  that 
board.  In  OHober,  1795,  he  was 
advanced  to  the  peerage  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland*  by  the  titleof 
Baron  Lavington,  and  was  again 
ele&ed  in  the  Britifh  parliament 
as  reprefentative  for  Woodflock. 
In  1801,  his  lordfhip  was  a  fecond 
time  appointed  captain-general  of 
the  Leeward  I  Hands,  and  fworn  a 
member  of  the  king’s  privy  coun¬ 
cil.  His  lordfhip’s  conduct  as  a 
governor,  his  wifli  to  promote  the 
welfare  and  happinefs  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  colonial  fubjctfs,  his  un¬ 
bounded  hofpitality,  dignified  re¬ 
ception  of  Grangers,  and  admirable 
conduct  in  the  duties  of  fociety, 
have  left  alafting  impreflion  on  the 
inhabitants  of  Antigua.  When 
that  colony  laboured  under  the  un¬ 
avoidable  preffure  of  debt  incurred 
in  making  preparations  for  refilling 
the  enemy  who  threatened  it  with 
danger,  his  lordfhip  fo  flrongly  re¬ 
commended  the  cafetohisMajefty’s 
sniniflers,  as  to  obtain  a  parliameiv 
t#ry  grant  ©f  ten  thoufand  pounds 


towards  alleviating  the  publicbur- 
then.  His  lordfhip  married  Made- 
moifelle  Fran^oife  Lambertine, 
Baronefs  de  Kolbeli,  of  a  noble 
Saxon  family,  and  daughter  of  Fre¬ 
derick  Maximilian*  Baron  de  Kol- 
bell,  a  general  in  the  Imperial  fer- 
vice,  who  furvives  him.  Dying 
without  iffue  the  title  becomes  ex® 
tinft.  His  lordfhip  was  in  th# 
69th  year  of  his  age.  His  remain© 
were  interred  with  military  h©~ 
nours,  in  the  garden  of  Carlifle’s 
eftate,  his  property,  on  a  fpot 
pointed  out  for  that  purpofe  fome 
fhort  time  before  his  death  by 
his  lordfhip. 

3.  The  Marquis  of  Granby,  the 
infant  fon  and  heir  of  the  Duke  and 
Duchefs  of  Rutland. 

4.  In  York-ftreet,  St.  James’s* 
the  Right  Honourable  Sarah  Ca- 
vendifh  Baronefs  Waterpark  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  relidl  of 
the  late  Right  Honourable  Sir 
Henry  Cavendifh,  bart.  She  was 
the  only  child  and  heirefs  of  Rich¬ 
ard  Bradfhaw,  efq.  who  was  line, 
ally  defcended  from  Bradfhaw,  the 
Prefident  of  the  Tribunal  which 
condemned  Charles  I.  to  death.  She 
married  Sir  Henry  Cavendifh,  bart. 
the  $th  of  Auguft.  1757,  and  was 
created  Baronefs  Waterpark  on  the 
14th  of  June,  1792.  Lady  Water- 
park,  in  early  life,  was  one  of  the 
mod  celebrated  leaders  of  fafhion 
in  Dublin.  The  fecond  fancy  ball 
given  in  that  city  was  by  her  lady- 
fhip,  who  appeared  as  the  Enchant, 
trefs  Fatima ,  with  her  four  daugh¬ 
ters  as  attendant  Sylphs*  For  fome 
years  fhe  devoted  heifelf  to  paint¬ 
ing,  in  which  fhe  was  an  adept,  as 
well  as  in  every  other  elegant  fa- 
fhionableaccomplifhment,  but  fince 
Sir  Henry’s  death  has  lived  very 
retired ;  l>e  died  3d  of  Auguft, 
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1804,  and  that  day  three  years  her 
ladylhip  followed  him. 

8.  At  Mongwell-place,  Berks, 
the  Hon.  Mrs.  Barrington,  lady  of 
the  Hon.  and  Right  Rev.  the 
Biftiop  of  Durham,  and  daughter  of 
the  late  Sir  Berkeley  -  William 
Guife,  bart.  of  Rendcombe,  co. 
Gloucefter. 

12.  At  Derry-Keale,  King's 
County,  Ireland,  Marianne  Baro- 
nefs  Roffmore.  Her  Ladylhip  was 
the  fecond  daughter  of  Charles 
Walfh,  efq.  of  Walfh-park,  co. 
Tipperary  ;  and  was  married,  Oc¬ 
tober  3,  1791,  to  Warner- William 
Lord Roffmore,  by  whom  fhe  has 
left  iffue  fi  ve  fons  and  one  daughter. 

15.  In  her  60th  year,  after  a 
lingering  and  painful  iilnefs,  Cathe¬ 
rine  Baronefs  Howard  de  Walden 
and  Braybrooke,  fecond  wife  and 
relid  of  John  Griffin  Griffin,  the 
late  Lord  Howard,  and  daughter  of 
William  Clayton,  of  Barleyford, 
Bucks,  efq. 

23.  At  her  houfe  at  Brompton, 
in  her  69th  year,  Maria  Duchefs 
of  Gloucefter.  Her  death  was  un¬ 
expected,  for  it  was  preceded  by 
only  a  fhort  indifpofition.  She  has 
furvived  the  late  Duke  almoft  two 
years,  his  Royal  Highnefs  having 
died  in  Auguft  25,  1805  ;  and  was 
Countefs- dowager  of  Waldegrave 
when  (he  married  the  Duke  of 
Gloucefter,  September  6,  17  66. 
The  immediate  occafion  of  her 
death  was  an  effufion  of  water  into 
the  cavity  of  the  cheft.  Her  Grace 
had  been  incapable  of  much  exer¬ 
tion  lately,  but  did  not  complain 
offerious  indifpofition  till  the  19th, 
when  her  fymproms  were  fuch  as 
to  occafion  fome  anxiety,  but  no 
alarm.  On  the  morning  of  the 
2 2d,  however,  after  having  flept 
nearly  fix  hours,  file  was  feized 


with  great  oppreffion  and  difficulty 
of  breathing,  which  continued, 
but  with  little  mitigation  through, 
out  the  day,  and  at  length  termi¬ 
nated  her  life.  The  Duchefs  was, 
with  the  exception  of  Earl  Choi* 
mondeley,  the  only  furviving  li¬ 
neal  defcendant  of  that  great  minif. 
terial  chara&er,  Sir  Robert  Wal¬ 
pole,  K.  G.  On  the  31ft,  her 
Grace's  remains  were  removed  from 
Brompton,  and  conveyed  in  grand 
funeral  proceflion  to  Windfor,  and 
there  depofited  in  St.  George's 
Chapel.  The  Duke  of  Gloucefter 
attended  as  chief  mourner. 

24.  At  Tunbridge  Wells,  Eli¬ 
zabeth  Beresford,  lady  of  the  Hon. 
William  Beresford,  Abp.  of  Tuam, 
brother  of  the  late  Marquis  of  Wa« 
terford. 

26.  At  St.  Peterlburgh,  fud- 
denly,  of  apoplexy,  Count  Wafii- 
gur,  minifter  of  finance. 

31.  At  Verdun,  aged  32,  the 
Hon.  Coulfon  Wallop,  brother  to 
the  Earl  of  Portfmouth. 

At  Stowey-houfe,  Somerfet, 
Georgina,  lady  of  Lord  William 
Stuart,  fon  of  the  Marquis  of  Bute. 
Her  Ladylhip  was  the  daughter  of 
Cornwallis  Maude,  Vifcount  Haw* 
arden,  by  Anne-Ifabella,  lifter  of 
Charles  Stanley,  Vifcount  Monk; 
was  born  in  1781  ;  and  married  in 
June,  1 806,  to  Lord  William. 

Lately,  at  Rome,  in  his  82(1 
year,  of  a  putrid  fever,  which  car¬ 
ried  him  off  in  a  few  days,  the 
Cardinal  York,  the  laft  of  the  Stu. 
art  Family.  (See  Chronicle,  p.  30}. 

At  fea,  on  board  the  Ruffian 
frigate  Sywfhnay,  bound  to  the 
Mediterranean,  with  fpecie  for  the 
Ruffian  Fleet  in  the  Levant,  Princefs 
Galitzin,  who  was  going  to  Lif« 
bon  for  the  benefit  of  her  health, 
along  with  the  Prince  her  hufband, 
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and  their  two  young  children,  but 
died  On  the  paffage  about  eleven 
days  before  the  arrival  of  the  fliip 
in  the  Downs.  She  was  reckoned 
one  of  the  mod  beautiful  women 
within  the  wide  extent  of  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  Empire  ;  and  was  in  her  27th 
year. 

September.  Lately,  in  Char-* 
lotte-dreet,  Portland-place,  Henry 
Scot,  fourth  Earl  of  Deloraine, 
Vifeount  Hermitage,  and  Baron 
Scot.  The  Earl  was  born  in  Ja¬ 
nuary,  1736  ;  married,  November 
14,  1763,  to  Frances,  widow  of  the 
Hon.  Henry  Knight,  and  daughter 
of  Thomas  Heath,  efq.  who  died 
without  ifFue  in  1782.  His  Lord, 
fnip’s  grandfather,  Henry  Scot,  the 
fird  Earl  of  Deloraine,  was  the 
third  fon  of  the  unfortunate  James 
Duke  of  Monmouth,  by  Anne 
Scott,  in  her  own  right  Countefs 
of  Buccleugh,  By  the  late  EarPs 
deceafe  without  iflbe,  the  earldom, 
&c.  are  now  extind:. 

At  Edinburgh,  the  Lady  Louifa 
Orde,  fifth  daughter  of  Robert  Jo¬ 
celyn,  the  find  Earl  of  Roden,  and 
•wife  of  Col.  Orde,  of  Weeehwood, 
co.  Durham. 

5.  At  Bath,  George  Augudus 
Lumley  Saunderfon,  Earl  of  Scar¬ 
borough,  in  his  54th  year. 

12.  At  his  feat  at  Rainham, 
Norfolk, George  Townfhend,  Mar¬ 
quis  Townfhend,  of  Rainham,  Vif¬ 
eount  Townfhend,  Baron  Townf- 
liend,  of  Lynn,  and  a  Baronet ; 
Lord-lieutenant  and  Vice-admiral 
«of  Norfolk  ;  a  Field-marfhal,  Co¬ 
lonel  of  the  2d  Regiment  of  Dra¬ 
goon-guards,  and  Governor  of  Jer- 
iey  ;  clofing,  in  his  84th  year,  a 
long  life,  laudably  devoted  and  ho¬ 
nourably  employed  in  the  fervice 
of  his  country.  His  Lorddiip  was 
a  godfon  ©f  his  Majedy  George  I. ; 


and  ferved  under  George  IX,  in  tfi* 
battle  of  Dettingen,  He.  ferved 
alfo  in  the  battles  of  Fontenoy, 
Culloden,  and  Lafeldt  ;  alfo  at  the 
memorable  fiege  of  Quebec,  which 
town  fell  into  his  hands  as  Com* 
mander  in  Chief,  after  the  deplored 
death  of  the  immortal  Wolfe.  His 
LordHiip  was  alfo  at  the  battle  of 
Fellinghaufen  ;  and  ferved  a  cam¬ 
paign  in  Portugal,  under  that  re¬ 
nowned  general,  Count  La  Lippe* 
He  ferved  the  offices  of  Lieutenant- 
general  and  Mader-general  of  the 
Ordnance  ;  and  filled  the  dation  of 
Viceroy  of  Ireland  for  five  years, 
during  which  he  peculiarly  conci¬ 
liated  the  affedfions  of  the  people* 
By  his  fird  wife,  Charlotte,  Baro- 
nefs  De  Ferrers,  of  Chartley,  only 
daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Northamp¬ 
ton,  he  has  left  the  Earl  of  Leicef. 
ter,  now  Marquis  of  Townfhend, 
Lord  John  Townfhend,  and  Lady 
Elizabeth  Loftus,  The  Marchio- 
nefs  died  during  the  Marquis’s 
viceroyalty  in  Ireland.  His  fe- 
cond  marriage  was  with  Mifs  Anns 
Montgomery,  the  younged  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  Sir  William  M* 
bart.  by  his  fird  marriage  j  and  by 
this  lady  the  Marquis  has  left  fix 
children namely,  Lady  Anne- 
Hudfon,  the  Duchefs  of  Leeds,  tw» 
unmarried  daughters,  and  two  Tons. 

29.  In  Prince’s-fireet,  Edin¬ 
burgh, 'aged  78,  Dowager  Lady 
Stuart  of  Allanbank. 

©dtober  3.  At  the  Marquis 
Townfhend’s,  at  Richmond,  Sur¬ 
rey,  the  Right  Hon.  Lady  Char¬ 
lotte  Bifhopp,  wife  of  Captain  B. 
of  the  Guards,  elded  fon  of  Sir  Ce. 
cil  B.  bart.  Only  18  months  have 
eiapfed  fince  we  recorded  the  mar- 
riage  of  this  young  lady,  who  was 
the  elded  daughter  of  Marquis  T. 

12.  At  his  houfc  in  Notting¬ 
ham- 
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fcam-pjaee,  after  a  lingering  iilnefs, 
Thomas  Wynn,  Lord  Newbo- 
rough,  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Caer- 
narvonlhire,  a  Colonel  in,  the 
Army,  and  Colonel  of  the  Caer¬ 
narvon  Militia.  His  Lordftiip 
died  in  the  4?d  year  of  his  age. 

1 8,  At  the  Caftle  inn  at  Salt- 
hill,  where  he  had  been  removed 
from  Eton,  for  the  greater  conve¬ 
nience  of  attendance,  and  the  ac¬ 
commodation  of  the  Earl  and 
Countefs  of  Darnley,  who  remain¬ 
ed  with  him  until  all  hopes  of  re¬ 
covery  were  over,  the  Hon.  Wil¬ 
liam  Bligh,  their  fecond  fon. 

28.  In  Queen  Anne-ftreet,  R. 

•w  7 

Hufley,  Ef<q.  only  brother  to  the 
late  Earl  of  Beaulieu. 

November  3.  At  his  houfe,  in 
South  Audley-ftreet,  The  Right 
Reverend  Dr.  William  Markham, 
Rord  Archbifhop  of  York,  Primate 
of  England,  Lord  High  Almoner  to 
the  King,  and  Viktor  of  Queen's 
College,  Oxfoid.  He  was  trans¬ 
lated  from  Chefter  to  'he  Archie- 
pifcopal  See  of  York  in  177 6,  on 
the  demife  of  Dr.  Robert  Drum¬ 
mond.  His  grace,  before  his  tranf- 
Jation,  was  chofen  by  his  Majefty 
Preceptor  to  His  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  for  whom  he 
preferved  the  moll  dutiful  and  af- 
fedionate  attachment  to  the  clofe 
of  I  L  exiftence.  The  virtues  of  this 
venerable  Prelate  were  of  the  moll 
benevolent  and  amiable  kind.  His 
religion  was  a  religion  of  the 
mind  ;  pradifed  in  all  the  concerns 
of  life,  without  aufterity,  and  free 
from  oftentation.  His  knowledge 
in  Greek  and  Roman  literature  was 
yniverfal ;  his  talle  pure,  and  his 
topographical  accuracy  rrioll  un« 
common.  After  having  luccef- 
fively  prefided  over  thofe  great  fe- 
j^kiaries,  Weftminfler  and  Cknfi> 


church,  his  charader  and  learning- 
recommended  him  as  worthy  to  di- 
red  the  education  of  their  Royal 
HighndTes  the  Prince  of  Wales 
and  the  Duke  of  York ;  an  event 
which,  notwithftanding  fome  illi¬ 
beral  oppofition,  led  to  that  rank 
which  he  fo  honourably  reached, 
and  fo  creditably  filled.  It  does 
not  appear  -that  the  Archbifhop  of 
York  was  ever  engaged  in  works 
for  the  prefs,  though  no  one  was 
more  confulted  by  others.  In  the 
great  Alfembly  of  Peers  he  feldom 
fpoke  ;  but,  when  once  attacked,  in 
a  very  pointed  manner,  for  party' 
purpofes,  he  defended  himlelf  with 
great  fpirit  and  eloquence.  He  was 
neither  a  florid  nor  a  frequent 
p>reacher.  He  particularly  dif- 
dained  thofe  arts  by  which  popula¬ 
rity  is  often  acquired  from  the 
pulpit  j  but,  in  the  exercife  of  his 
clerical  fundions,  his  voice  was 
clear,  dillind,  and  melodious.  His 
language  was  remarkable  for  its 
flmplicity  and  elegance  ;  his  fen- 
tences  were  concife  and  perfpicu® 
ous;  and  his  manner  in  public,  as 
in  private,  was  animated,  dignified, 
and  perfuafive.  In  all  the  relations 
of  life,  this  t  ruly  great  man  was  pe¬ 
culiarly  happy.  As  a  hulband,  he 
was  beloved  ;  as  a  father,  revered  j 
as  a  mailer,  ferved  with,  affedion  5 
as  a  patron  and  benefador,  hia 
bounties  were  felt  and  gratefully* 
acknowledged.  His  eftablilhment 
was  princely  without  parade,  and 
his  hofpitality  noble.  By  his  af~ 
lifting  hand  the  churches  of  York, 
Ripen,  and  Southwell,  were  re¬ 
paired,  ornamented,  and  beautified. 
Throughout  an  extenfive  diocefe, 
his  Clergy  looked  up  to  him  with 
refped  and  deference  ;  and  all 
liftened  to  him  with  love  and  ad¬ 
miration.  He  was  biefled  with  fi  v 
*  H  3  fops 
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fens  and  feven  daughters.  Eleven 
of  his  children  furvive  him.  His 
remains  were  removed,  at  eight 
o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  1  ith, 
from  his  late  houfe  in  South  Aud- 
ley-ftreet,  to  Weftminfter  Abbey, 
where  it  was  received  by  the  Dean 
and  Chapter  of  Weftminfter.  After 
the  funeral  fervice,  the  coffin  was 
lowered  into  the  grave,  in  the 
Cloifters,  clofe  to  his  Grace’s  late 
brother’s. 

1 4.  At  his  houfe,  called  Fallow- 
den,  near  Alnwick,  Northumber¬ 
land,  in  the  79th  year  of  his  age, 
the  Right  Hon.  Charles  Earl  Grey, 
K.B.  Colonel  of  the  Third  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Dragoons,  and  Governor 
pf  the  Ifland  of  Guernfey.  His 
Lordfhip  ferved  at  the  battle  of 
Minden,  and  was  the  only  furviv- 
ing  Officer  who  ferved  under  Gene¬ 
ral  Wolfe  at  Quebec,  to  whom  he 
was  Aid-du-Camp. 

20.  At  eight  o’clock  this  morn¬ 
ing,  aged  74,  the  Vifcountefs  Ir¬ 
win,  relift  of  the  late  Vifcount  I. 
pf  Temple  Newfon,  co.  York,  mo¬ 
ther  of  the  Marchionefs  of  Hert¬ 
ford,  Lady  William  Gordon,  and 
Mrs.  Meynell,  relift  of  the  late  Mr. 
jVL  of  Hoare  Crofs,  co.  Stafford. 
By  her  death,  Mr.  Meynell,  her 
grandfon,  who  is  juft  arrived  at 
age,  will  fucceed  to  very  large  ef- 
tates  in  Suffex  and  Yorkshire.  The 
Marchionefs  of  Hertford  is  tenant 
for  life  to  the  eftates  of  her  late 
mother,  who  died  very  rich. 

December  2,  At  Abb’s-cpurt, 
Surrey,  Tryphena  Dowager  Coun- 
tefs  Bathurft.  She  was  daughter 
of  Thomas  Sea  wen,  efq.  and  in 
1759  became  the  fecond  wife  of  the 
late  Earl,  who  left  her  a  widow  in 
1794.  The  prefent  Earl,  her  fon, 
was  born  in  1 762. 

3.  At  her  houfe  in  Derby,  very 


advanced  in  age,  the  Hon.  Mrs, 

T  racey . 

7.  Shipwrecked,  on-board  a 
brig,  off  Bideford,  Devon,  on  his 
voyage  to  Greenock,  the  Rev. 
George-Hay  Drummond,  M.A, 
prebendary  of  York,  fon  of  a  late 
Archbifhop  of  York,  and  uncle  to 
the  prefent  Earl  of  Kinnoul.  His 
port-folio,  with  feveral  letters,  and 
360  beautiful  drawings  of  the  va¬ 
rious  places  he  had  vifited,  were 
wafhed  on  fhore.  He  was  of  Chrift 
Church,  Oxford  ;  A.M,  1  7S3  ;  had 
confiderable  Church  preferment ; 
and  has  publifhed  feveral  Sermons, 

10.  At  his  feat  at  Stapleford, 
County  of  Leicefter,  in  his  41ft  year, 
Philip  Sherard,  Earl  and  Baron  of 
Harborough,  and  Baron  of  Leitrim 
in  Ireland.  He  married,  in  1791, 
Eleanor  Monkton,  daughter  of  the 
Hon.  Col.  John  M.  ;  by  whom  he 
has  left  one  fon,  Philip,  his  fuc- 
ceffor,  born  Auguft  12,  1797,  and 
four  daughters. 

1 1.  At  Bath,  the  Hon.  William 
Morffon,  uncle  to  the  prefent  Lord 
Monfon,  and  one  of  the  much-re- 
fpefted  Reprefentatives  in  Parlia¬ 
ment  for  the  city  of  Lincoln. 

12.  AtKilfauns  caftle,  in  Scot¬ 
land,  aged  52,  William  Lord 
Gray. 

17.  At  her  feat  at  Kirklington, 
Notts,  Mrs.  Whetham,  relift  of 
the  late  John  W.  efq.  and  aunt  \o 
the  Duchefs  of  Newcaftle. 

18.  At  her  cottage  in  the  Ifle  of 
Wight,  Lady  Frances  Tollemache, 
fitter  to  the  Earl  of  Dyfart,  and 
aunt  to  the  Duchefsof  St.  Alban’s, 
and  to  Sir  William  Manners,  bart. 
Lady  Louifa  Manners  attended  her 
Ladyfhip  during  the  greater  part  of 
her  illnefs.  Her  remains  were 
interred  in  the  family-vault  at 
Helmingham,  Suffolk, 

19.  At 
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19.  At  Gotha,  aged  85,  Baron 
Grim,  Titular  Counfellor  of  State 
to  the  Emperor  of  Ruflia. 

23.  At  his  feat  at  Belton,  near 
Grantham,  co.  Lincoln,  in  his  64th 
year,  Brownlow,  Lord  Brownlow. 
He  was  the  only  fon  of  the  late  Sir 
John  Cuft,  bart.  Speaker  of  the 
Houfe  of  Communs ;  in  remunera¬ 
tion  of  whofe  fervices  in  that  high 
©dice  he  was  advanced  to  the  Peer¬ 
age  in  1776.  He  was  twice  mar¬ 
ried  :  firft:,  to  Mifs  Drury,  daugh¬ 
ter  and  co-heirefs  of  Sir  Thomas 
D.  of  Overdone,  co.  Northamp¬ 
ton,  and  fitter  to  the  late  Countefs 
of  Buckinghamlhire ;  and  fecondly 
to  Mifs  Bankes,  only  daughter  of 
Sir  Henry  B.  of  Wimbledon,  by 
whom  he  has  left  a  numerous  ififue. 
He  is  fucceeded  in  his  title  and  ef- 
tates  by  his  eldeft  fon,  the  Hon. 
John  Cuft.  M.P.  for  the  borough 
of  Clithero. 

26.  In  Upper  Grofvenor-ttreet, 
Emma,  Countefs  -  dowager  of 
Mount- Edgecumbe,  relhft  of  the 
third  Lord  and  firft  Earl,  and  mo¬ 
ther  of  the  prefent  Earl.  Her 
Lady  was  Mifs  Gilbert,  only 
daughter  and  heir  of  Dr.  John 
Gilbert,  who  was  Archbiihop  of 
York.  Her  remains  were  interred 
in  the  family-vault  at  Mount- 
Edgecumbe, 

28.  At  his  houfe  at  Clontarf, 
near  Dublin,  after  a  lingering  and 
painful  illnefs,  the  Hon.  Richard 
Gore,  fecond  fon  of  Arthur,  late 
Earl  of  Arran,  and  brother  to  the 
prefent  Earl  of  Arran. 

31.  At  Ludewigttuft,  her  Serene 
Highnefs  Louifa  reigning  Duchefs 
of  Mecklenburg-Schwerin,  born 
Princefs  of  Saxe-Gotha,  March  9, 
1756. 

In  Molefworth-ftreet,  Dublin, 
the  Lady  of  Sir  Frederick  Flood, 


bart.  fitter  to  the  late  Right  Hbn» 
Sir  Henry  Cavendifh  (whofe  eldeft 
fon  is  now  Lord  Waterpark), 
daughter  of  the  Right  Hon.  Sir 
Henry  Cavendifh,  bart.  who  died 
Teller  of  the  Exchequer,  grand¬ 
daughter  of  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice 
Pym,  and  mother  of  Mrs.  Solly, 
now  Mrs.  Jeffop. 


SHERIFFS  appointed  by  his  Majefy 

in  Council ,  for  the  Year  1807. 

Bedfordjbire .  Sir  Philip  Mo« 
noux,  of  Sandy,  Bart. 

Berk/hire.  George  Henry  Crutch- 
ley,  of  Sunning  Hill  Park,  Efq. 

Buckinghamshire .  J.  B.  Praed, 
of  Tyringham,  Efq. 

C a?n  b  rid gejhi re  and  Huntingdon - 
Shire.  William  Squire,  ©f  Knap« 
well,  Efq. 

Ghejhire,  Fra.  Dukingfield  Aft- 
ley,  of  Dukingfield,  Efq. 

Cumberland.  John  Tomlinfon, 
of  Brifcoe  Hill,  Efq. 

Derby/hire.  S.  Sitwell,  of  Re- 
niftiaw  Hill,  Efq. 

De'vovjbire.  J.  Bulteel,  of  Fleet, 
Efq. 

Dorfetjhire .  A  Cozens,  of  YaU 
minfter,  Efq. 

E/fix.  W.  M.  Raikes,  of  Walt- 
hamftow,'  Efq. 

Gloucefierjhire ,  -Charles  Evans, 
of  High  Grove,  Efq. 

Herefordfbire .  R.  Salwey,  of 
Brimfield  Court,  Efq. 

Hertfordshire .  G.  Cafwell,  of 

Sacomb  Park,  Efq. 

Kent.  J.  Simpfon,  of  Fairlown, 
Efq, 

Lticefier/hire .  Edwarn  Dawfon, 
of  Whotton  Houfe,  Efq. 

LincolnJhire.  M.  N,  Grary* 
burne,  of  Barton,  Efq. 

*  H  4  Monmouthshire 
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’Monmouthjbire.  W.  Partridge,  of 
Monmouth,  Efq. 

Norfolk .  J.  Morfe,  of  Mount 
Ida,  Efq, 

North ampiovfmre ,  T.  Tryon,  of 
Jlulwick,  Efq ' 

Northumberland .  Sir  W«  B  ac|c- 
ett,  of  Maifen,  dart. 

Netting  ha  mfh  ire .  J.  Longden,  of 
jBrancote  Hills,  Efq. 

Oxfordfhire.  W.  Hodges,  of 
Boine)  Court,  Efq, 

Rutlanfjhire*  W.  Shield,  of 
Wing,  Efq. 

Shrofi/hire.  W.  Charlton,  of 
Apley  Callle,  Efq. 

Somerfetjhire .  Sir  J.  Hawkins, 
of  Kelfon,  Bart. 

Staffoi djhire.  J.  Lane,  of  King’s 
Bromley,  Efq, 

County  of  Southampton.  D.Lancp, 
of  Chiffel,  Efq. 

Suffolk.  T.  Mills,  of  Great 
Sax  ham,  Efq. 

Surrey,  j.  Newfome,  of  Wandf. 
worth  Lodge,  Efq. 

Svjf  x.  J.  Micklethwaite,  of 

High  Ridge,  Efq, 

IVarnvichJhire.  M.  B.  Wife,  of 
the  Priory,  Warwick,  Efq, 

Wiltfhire.  T.  Calley,  of  Burde- 
yop,  Efq. 

Worceferjhire .  T*  Bland,  of 
Ham  Court,  Efq. 

y orkjhire ,  R.  F.  Wilfon,  of 

Melton-on- the»Hill,  Efq. 


SOUTH  WALES, 

Carmarthenfhire ,  S.  G wy nna,  of 
Glen  bourn,  Efq. 

Pembrokefhire  J.  Colby,  of 
Fyn none,  £lq. 

Card iga ttjhire .  T.  Smith,  of 
Foei  Alt,  E  q. 

Glamorganjhire .  G.  Wynch,  of 
Clementltone,  Efq. 

Breconfhire.  S.  G  Wynne,  of 
Tuymawr,  Efq. 

Radnorjhire .  Edmund  Burton, 
of  Liaiibilter,  Efq. 

NORTH  WALES. 

Merioyethjfire.  R.  H.  Kenrick, 
of  Ucheldref,  Efq. 

Cae rna rajonjhire .  H,  Rowlands^ 
of  Bodaden,  Eiqr 

Aiiglefea .  p.  Panton,  of  Plas 
Gwyn,  Efq. 

Mo  nig  o  in  e  ryf/pi  re .  D.  E.  L, 

Lloyd,  oi  May  dog,  Efq. 

Venbighfhire,  S.  York,  of  Er„ 
thig,  Efq. 

flint/hire.  S.  Mpftyn,  of  Nant? 
gwelun,  Efq. 


prince  of  Wales’s  Council, 

County  of  Cornwall.  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Pratt  Call,  of  Whiteford^ 
Bart, 
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y 


APPENDIX 


I  #305  1 


'  -  »  / 

* 

APPENDIX  TO  THE  CHRONICLE. 


London  Gazette,  Jan.  io. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  tranjmitted  by  the 
Fort  Admiral  at  Flj  mouth  : 

Ha  M.  S,  Fickle ,  Ply  mouthy 
Ja  tu  $  . 

<(  Sir, 

BEG  leave  to  acquaint  you, 
that,  on  the  morning  of  the 
3d  inft.  the  Lizard  beating  north 
five  leagues,  I  fa w  a  cutter  in  the 
fouth-eaft  (leering  to  the  weftward, 
under  prefs  of  fail,  and  a  brig  in 
chace  of  her,  which  proved  to  he 
his  Majefty’s  brig  Scorpion  ;  all 
fail  was  immediately  made  to  clofe 
with  the  cutter,  which  was  effecled 
about  ten  o’clock.  We  exchanged 
a  few  broadfides.  Finding  he  was 
pufhing  hard  to  get  to  leeward,  I 
laid  him  on-board  ;  and,  in  a  lew 
minutes,  was  in  po (Teflon  pf  the 
Favourite  French  cutter  privateer, 
E.  Jf  Boutruche  commander,  of  14 
guns,  with  a  complement  of  70 
men  ;  one  of  whom  was  killed,  and 
two  wounded.  She  lefr  Cherburg 
on  the  id  inft.  ;  has  made  no  cap¬ 
ture  ;  is  well  found,  and  only  two 
months  off  the  (locks.  L  am  lorry 
to  add,  that  Mr.  George  Alvey, 
A&ing  M after,  and  ope  Teaman, 
are  badly,  and  Mr.  Charles  Haw¬ 
kins,  fub-lieutenant,  (lightly, 
wounded,  in  boarding.  The  da¬ 
mages  we  have  otherwife  received 
are  trifling.  T  he  officers  and  fea- 
xnen  under  my  command  merit  my 


warmed  praife,  for  their  cool  and 
fteady  condudl.  I  take  the  liberty 
of  recommending  to  their  lordftiips” 
notice  Mr.  Hawkins,  fub- lieute¬ 
nant,  to  whom  I  am  much  indebted 
for  his  activity  and  exertions  in 
boarding,  and  afterwards  getting 
the  prize  clear.  Capt.  Carteret, 
on  coming  up,  took  the  prifoners 
on  board  the  Scorpion,  to  land 
them  at  Falmouth.  I  am,  &c. 

Dan.  Callaway.** 

[This  Gazette  alfo  contains  ac¬ 
counts  of  The  capture  of  L’Elize 
cutter,  of  14  guns  and  66  men,  ofF 
Sciliy,  by  the  Plover  (loop  of  war. 
Captain  Brown  ;  and  Le  Jena  lug¬ 
ger,  of  16  guns,  in  the  North  Sea, 
by  the  Cruizer  floop,  Captain  Stod- 
dart.] 


Admiralty-Office,  Jan.  tp 

This  Gazette  contains  the  fol¬ 
lowing  letter  from  Captain  Pearfe, 
ot  his  Ma jelly’s  (hip  Halcyon, 
tranfmitted  by  LordColiingwood : 

Halcyon ,  Gibraltar  Bayt 
Dec.  18,  1806. 

<(  My  Lord, 

i(  I  beg  leave  to  inform  your 
lordtbip,  that  on  the  13th  inftant, 
at  eight  in  the  morning,  Cape  St. 
Martin’s  S.  S.  W.  fix  leagues,  I 
perceived  three  fail  (landing  out 
from  the  land  towards  me ;  being 

on 


106  *  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1807. 


on  contrary  tacks,  we  clofed  fall ; 
when,  within  four  or  five  miles,  I 
difcovered  they  were  velfels  of 
war*  (a  {hip,  a  brig,  and  a  zebeck,) 
and  Ihortly  after  fleered  direftly 
for  me.  Seeing  they  were  fuperior, 
and  five  fet tees  feen  from  the  tops 
coming  from  the  fame  quarter,  I 
judged  it  prudent  (as  they  feem  de¬ 
termined  to  bring  me  to  action)  to 
clofe  with  them  as  foon  as  poffible, 
and  decide  the  conteft  before  any 
affiHan*e  could  be  given  from  the 
other  five.  At  half  paft  ten  (being 
nearly  within  mufket  (hot)  they 
hoifled  Spanifh  colours,  and  com¬ 
menced  action  ;  as  foon  as  I  got 
abreafl  of  the  fecond  veffel,  I  got 
on  the  other  tack,  and  brought 
them  to  clofe  r  aft  ion,  which  1  ailed 
till  twelve  o’clock,  when  their  fire 
ilackened ;  at  half  pall,  being 
nearly  a  calm,  the  brig  and  zebeck 
hauled  away  to  the  fouthward, 
affiiled  by  their  boats  and  fweeps, 
the  Ihip  then  neareft  us  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  do  the  fame  to  the  north¬ 
ward  ;  we  fwept  after  her,  and  in 
an  hour  got  clofe  alongfide,  when 
Ihe  llruck  her  colours.  She  proved 
to  be  a  Spanilh  polacre  Ihip  (priva¬ 
teer)  the  Neptuno  Dios  de  los 
Mares,  of  14  guns,  and  72  men, 
from  Denia,  going  on  a  cruife  be¬ 
tween  Minorca  and  the  coall  of 
Africa,  with  the  other  two  in 
company,  who,  I  am  forry  to  fay, 
made  their  efcape,  but  not  before 
their  lire  had  been  lilenced.  The 
five  fettees,  when  within  three 
miles,  feeing  the  Ihip  deferted,  re¬ 
turned  to  the  Ihore,  and  went  into 
the  port  of  Denia.  Though  ex¬ 
traordinary,  lam  happy  to  fay  we 
had  none  killed,  and  only  three 
wounded  ;  Lieutenant  Briggs,  my 
firfl,  by  a  fplinter,  in  the  arm, 
whom  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to 


your  lordfliip's  notice;  Lieutenant 
Pearfe,  who  has  been  afting  three 
years  and  a  half  in  this  velfel ;  and 
one  feaman.  The  lofs  of  the  enemy 
mull  be  great.  The  wounded  from 
the  Ihip  are  doing  well,  nine  in  all. 

I  give  your  lordlhip  the  full  particu¬ 
lars  of  this  event,  and  trull  my  at¬ 
tacking  fo  very  fuperior  a  force 
(feeing  they  were  refolutely  deter¬ 
mined  to  bring  me  to  aftion)  will 
meet  with  your  lordfhip’s  approba¬ 
tion,  knowing  I  could  depend  upon 
my  officers  and  {hip's  company, 
whofe  cool,  brave,  and  Heady  con- 
duft,  on  this,  as  on  former  occa- 
lions,  almoll  enfured  me  fuccefs  be¬ 
fore  the  aftion  commenced  -they 
merit  my  warmelt  acknowledg¬ 
ments. 

“  I  cannot  omit  mentioning 
my  having  four  paffengers  : — Cap¬ 
tain  Sullivan,  of  the  8 ill  regiment, 
who  commanded  the  fmall  arms  ; 
MelTrs.  Purvis,  Crokat,  and  a  Ne¬ 
apolitan  melfenger,  were  all  of 
great  fervice,  as  we  were  lixteen 
Ihort  of  complement.  The  objeft 
of  the  enemy’s  lire  was  mollly  di- 
refted  at  our  malls  and  rigging,  in 
which  I  am  forry  to  fay  we  fuffer- 
ed  very  materially. 

(t  The  force  oppofed  to  the  Hal¬ 
cyon  was,  Neptuno  Dios  de  los 
Mares,  fourteen  twelve-pounders, 
and  72  men  ;  la  Vergin  di  Solidad, 
fourteen  twelve  and  eight  pounders, 
and  78  men;  el  Vives,  twelve 
eight  and  fix  pounders,  and  65 
men. 

“  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

“  H.  W.  Pf, ARSE.” 
The  Right  Hon.  C.  Lord  Collingnxiood • 

[There  is  alfo  a  letter  from 
Captain  James  Brilbane,  of  the 
Alcmene,  tranfmitted  by  Lord 
Gardner,  giving  an  account  of  the 

capture, 
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capture,  by  that  Ihip,  on  the  4th 
inftant,  in  lat.  £0  deg.  N.  long.  1 1 
deg.  W.,  of  le  Courier,  French 
cutter  privateer,  of  St.  Maloes.] 


London  Gazette,  January 
27,  1807. 

D  if  patches ,  of  r uihich  the  following 
are  copies ,  have  been  received,  by 
the  Right  Hon.  W.  Windham ,  one 
of  his  Majefiy’s  Principal  Secreta¬ 
ries  of  State,  from  Lieut .  Colonel 
Backhoufe ,  commanding  a  detach¬ 
ing  a  detachment  of  his  Majejly* s 
land  forces ,  in  the  River  de  la 
Plata . 

Royal  Charlotte  ( TranfportJ ,  off 
Monte  Video,  Oft,  13,  1806. 

<f  Sir, 

((  Underftanding  that  a  vefiel 
is  to  fail  immediately  for  England, 
I  do  myfelf  the  honour  to  tranfrnit 
to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter,  addrefled 
to  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  D.  Baird,  in 
obedience  to  whofe  orders  I  failed 
on  the  29th  Auguft  laft,  with  ill 
batt.  47  th  reg.  for  the  purpofe  of 
joining  Major  Gen.  Beresford,  in 
South  America. 

<f  Royal  Charlotte  ( TranfportJ ,  off 
Monte  Video,  Old.  13,  180 6. 

(i  Sir, 

*{  I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint 
your  excellency,  that,  on  my  arri¬ 
val  here,  I  had  the  mortification  to 
find  the  city  of  Buenes  Ayres  re¬ 
captured,  and  that  Major  Gen.  Be- 
resford,  with  the  forces  under  his 
command  (after  a  moil  able  and 
gallant  defence),  had  been  made 
prifoners  of  war,  fo  far  back  as  the 

1 2th  of  Auguft  laft.  Having  ar¬ 
rived  laft  night,  I  am  not,  at  this 


moment,  fufficiently  acquainted 
with  the  particulars,  to  enable  me 
to  detail  them,  though  I  prefume 
due  and  full  information  of  this  un¬ 
fortunate  and  important  event, 
muft  have  been  tranfmitted  to  you 
foon  after  its  occurrence.  You  are 
aware,  fir,  that  the  command  of  his 
majefty’s  land  forces,  at  prefentin 
this  river,  devolves  upon  me  ;  with 
which,  in  co-operation  with  the 
fquadron  under  Sir  Home  Popham, 
it  is  my  intention  to  occupy  a  fa¬ 
vourable  pofition,  until  a  reinforce¬ 
ment  (hall  arrive,  or  I  may  be  hor. 
noured  with  your  further  inftruc- 
tions ;  and  truft  that,  by  an  early 
opportunity,  I  fh  all  be  able  to  af¬ 
ford  you  a  fatisfactory  report  of  my 
arrangements  and  operations  in 
carrying  your  defigns  into  execu¬ 
tion.  And  am,  &c.i* 

The  immediate  departure  of  the 
fhip  for  England,  and  the  fituation 
in  which  I  find  myfelf  unexpedledly 
placed,  prevent  any  further  com¬ 
munication  than  what  is  contained 
in  the  preceding  letter.  I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  &c.  T.  J.  Back¬ 
house,  Col.  commanding  47  th 
regiment.* * 

Copy  of  a  Di/patch  from  Lieut .  Col \ 
Backhoufe,  to  the  Right  Hon.  Wm 
W indham,  dated  Maldonado ,  on 
the  River  de  Plata ,  3  \fl  Oft. 
I  806. 

€C  Sir, 

((  In  my  letter  of  the  13th  in¬ 
ftant,  I  had  the  honour  to  tranfrnit 
a  copy  of  my  letter,  of  the  fame 
date,  to  His  Ex,  Lt.  Gen.  Sir  D. 
Baird,  apprizing  him  of  my  arrival 
in  the  River  Plata,  and  of  my  in¬ 
tention  to  occupy  a  pofition  on 
fhore,  to  await  his  further  orders. 

I,  in 
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I,  in  confequence,  immediately  re¬ 
connoitred,  from  one  of  the  frigates, 
which  carried  me  fufficiently  clofe 
3n  fhore  for  the  purpofe ;  the 
works  of  the  place,  and  the  po¬ 
rtions  and  defences  in  the  vici¬ 
nity  of  Monte  Video,  from 
which  I  formed,  as  the  moft  eligi¬ 
ble  mode  of  attack,  the  idea  of  be¬ 
ing  able  to  carry  the  town  and  ci¬ 
tadel  by  afiault,  on  the  fouth  face 
edging  on  the  water,  in  co-opera¬ 
tion  with  the  (hips  of  thefquadron, 
under  Commodore  Sir  Home  Pop- 
ham,  which  were  to  filence  the  bat¬ 
teries  on  that  face,  fo  as  to  enable 
the  troops  to  land  and  enter* 

The  attempt  was  accordingly 
commenced,  on  the  28th,  by  the 
navy  ;  but  the  water  proving  too 
fhallow  to  admit  of  the  fnips  coming 
fufficiently  near  to  cannonade  it 
xvith  efFed,  a  further  effort  was  ne- 
•ceiTarily  given  up. 

Upon  this  I  deemed  it  advifable, 
with  the  co-operative  concurrence 
of  Sir  H.  Popham,  to  take  poffef- 
fion  of  the  town  of  Maldonado,  as 
a  favourably  pofition  for  the  pur¬ 
pofe  efrefrefhing  the  troops,  mount¬ 
ing  my  cavalry,  and  carrying  on 
fuch  other  arrangements  as  might 
thereafter  appear  moil  necefiary. 

Not  a  moment  was  loft  ;  and, 
accordingly,  on  the  evening  of  the 
29th,  1  landed  with  about  400 
men,  compofed  principally  of- a 
part  of  the  38th  regiment,  under 
Cob  Vaffal,  and  advanced  againft 
the  town,  which  feemed  to  be  oc¬ 
cupied  by  about  600  regulars  and 
militia,  moftiy  mounted,  with  1 
howitzer,  and  1  long  47  pounder 
field-piece,  both  brafs. 

Notwithftanding  we  were  with¬ 
out  any  artillery,  the  enemy  were 
foon  difperfed,  with  the  lofs  of  their 
guns,  and  about  50  men  killed  and 


wounded.  The  lofs  on  our  |id<s 
was  2  killed  and  4  wounded,  of 
his  majefty’s  38th  regiment, 

To  the  cool  intrepidity  of  our 
little  column  on  this  occafion  much 
praife  is  due,  as  it  advanced,  with 
the  utmoft  fteadinefs  and  alacrity, 
and  without  firing  a  (hot,  until 
fufficiently  near  to  make  a  certainty 
of  carrying  both  the  guns  and  the 
town,  which  was  principally  done 
by  the  bayonet,  notwithftanding 
the  advance  was  made  under  heavy 
difcharges  of  grape  and  mufketry. 
To  the  well-known  gallantry 
and  ability  of  Col.  Vaffal,  I  feel 
myfelf  much  indebted  \  and  the 
conduct  of  every  other  officer  in  the 
field  has  commanded  my  thanks, 

At  day-break,  yefterday  morn¬ 
ing,  I  detached  Col.  Vaffal  to  take 
poffeftion  of  the  heavy  batteries  on 
the  beach  of  the  harbour,  and  on 
the  Peninfula,  which  precluded  any 
communication  for  the  enemy  be¬ 
tween  the  main  land  and  the  ftrong 
ifland  and  poll  of  Goretti,  fituated 
in,  and  much  commanding,  the  bay 
of  Maldonado,  and  which,  in  con¬ 
fequence,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day, 
furrendered  at  djfcretion,  to  a  fum- 
mons  fent  from  Sir  H.  Popham,  and 
thereby  prevented  the  neceftity  of 
carrying  it  by  florm,  and  the  con- 
fequent  bloodthed  that  might  have 
enfued.  During  yefterday  and  this 
morning,  the  chief  part  of  the  re* 
mainder  of  the  troops  have  beeq 
landed,  and  I  have  already  contriv¬ 
ed  to  mount  nearly  one  half  of  my 
cavalry. 

The  Wellington  tranfport  being 
dire&ed  to  fail  immediately  to 
jpngland,  T.  have  taken  the  liberty 
of  addreffmg  this  fhort  account  of 
my  proceedings  diredtly  to  you. 
Sir  H.  Popham  having  reprefented 
to  me  his  inability  to  difpatch  a 

veifel 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CHRONICLE.  *  1G<J 


i^ffel  at  this  time  to  the  Cape  of 
of  Good  Hope,  precluding  me  the 
power  of  making  my  report  through 
the  regular  channel  of  Lt.  Gen.  Sir 
D.  Baird. 

I  ought  not  to  omit  to  mention 
the  very  fteady  and  praife- worthy 
conduct  of  a  fmall  party  of  marines 
and  armed  feamen,  fent  on  fhore  by 
Sir  H.  Popham,  who  joined  and 
compofed  part  of  our  column,  on  its 
way  into  the  town,  and  occupied 
fuch  portions  as  \Vere  allotted  to 
them  during  the  night,  in  fuch  a 
«orred  manner,  as  to  refled:  the 
greateft  credit  both  on  the  officers 
that  commanded  them,  and  their 
«wn  zeal  and  difcipline. 

I  ftiouid  alfo  be  wanting  in  juf- 
tice  to  my  own  feelings,  if  I  clofed 
my  difpatch,  without  acknowledg¬ 
ing  the  fervices  I  have  received 
from  Lt.  Col.  Brownrigg,  and 
Major  Trotter  of  the  83d  regt. 
ading  deputy-adjutant-general  to 
the  forces  at  prefent  under  my 
command.  And  I  alfo  beg  leave 
to  acknowledge  the  affiftance  af¬ 
forded  me  by  Major  Tucker,  of 
the  7  2d  regt.  who,  by  permiffion  of 
Lt.  Gen.  Sir  D.  Baird,  is  with  me 
on  this  oceafion,  and  ading  in  the 
capacity  of  military  fecretary. 

I  herewith  have  the  honour 
to  inclofe  the  return  of  fuch  ord¬ 
nance,  ammunition,  and  ftores,  as 
have  yet  been  difcovered. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

J.  T.  Backhouse, 
Lieut.  Col.  47th  Reg. 

Return  of  the  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed  of  the  troops  under  the  command 
of  Lieut.  Col.  Backhoufe,  in  the 
attack  of  Maldonado,  on  the  29th 
of  Od.  1806. — 38  reg.  2  rank  and 
fi le  killed,  4  rank  and  file  wounded. 
(Signed)  W.  R.  Trotter.’8 


Return  of  ordnance,  ammunition 
and  ftores,  &c.  taken  from  the 
enemy,  in  the  town  and  viciniry  of 
Maldonado,  and  iiland  of  Goretti, 
on  the  29th  of  Od.  1 806. 

Brafs  ordnance,  1  fix-inch 
howitzer,  with  ten  rounds  of  am¬ 
munition.  1  fix-pounder,  with 
ten  rounds  of  ditto. 

Iron  ordnance,  1 2  26-pounders 
on  fea  batteries.  20  24-pounders 
on  the  Iiland  of  Goretti.  700 
mulkets.  200  piftols.  300  fwords. 
108  barrels  of  powder. 

(Signed)  A.  Watson, 
Capt.  R.  M.  Artillery. 

N.  B.  The  above  is  the  moll: 
corred  return  I  have  yet  been  able 
to  coiled. 

(Signed)  W.  R.  T rotter, 

A.  Gen. 


Admiralty-Office,  Jan.  27, 
1807. 

DiJ patchesy  of  which  the  following 
are  copieSy  have  been,  received  at 
this  Office  from  Commodore  Sir 
Home  Pophamy  addrejfed  It  Wil¬ 
liam  Marfdeny  Efq* 

His  Majefty* s Jhip  Diadem ,  Rio.de  let 
Plat  ay  Aug.  25,  1806. 

t(  Sir, 

is  WThen  the  events  of  war 
ceafe  to  be  favourable  to  any  ar¬ 
mament,  I  con  fide  r  it  the  duty  of 
commanding  officers  to  ftate  all  the 
circumftances  under  their  know¬ 
ledge  or  information,  with  clear, 
neis  and  perfpicuity,  which,  either^ 
progreftively  or  fuddenly,  led  to  a 
reverfe  of  fortune. 

(<  In  purfuing  this  CQurfe,  I 
feel  confident  I  {hall  be  able  to  fa- 
tisfy  the  Lords  Commiffioners  of 
the  Admiralty,  that  the  liberal  and 
beneficent  principles  upon  Which 
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the  government  of  Gen.  Beresford 
was  conducted,  do  more  honour  to 
his  majefty’s  arms,  and  the  charac. 
ter  of  Great  Britain,  than  if  he  had 
reforted  to  expedients  completely 
within  his  power,  which  would 
have  efFe<5tually  annihilated  all  the 
efforts  of  the  enemy,  and  wrefted, 
probably  for  ever,  thefe  countries 
from  the  crown  of  Spain. 

((  Pueridon,  one  of  the  munici¬ 
pality,  appears  to  have  been  the 
greatest  organ  of  the  revolution. 
He  applied  himfelf  with  great  art 
and  addrefs  in  preparing  the  people 
for  a  general  infurreclion. 

<£  The  arms  in  the  town  were 
fecreted,  ready  for  the  moment  of 
adion  ;  the  difcontented  aflembled 
every  night,  and  attended  to  hisin- 
ftru&ions ;  and  he  raifed  all  the 
rabble  of  the  country,  by  the  am¬ 
ple  fupplies  of  money  with  which 
he  was  furniihed  on  the  north  fide 
of  the  river.  Colonel  Liniers,  a 
French  officer  in  the  Spanifh  fer- 
vice,  and  on  his  parole,  fuccefsfully 
employed  himfelf  in  collecting  peo¬ 
ple  at  Colonia. — Terror  was  efta- 
bliihed,  and  every  perfon  who  re- 
fufed  to  contribute  his  affiftance  to 
this  confpiracy,  was  threatened 
with  immediate  death. 

I  have  traced  this  from  very 
ynqueftionable  authority,  and  fo 
rapid  was  the  progrefs  of  the  revo¬ 
lution,  when  it  firft  {hewed  itfelf, 
that  it  was  not  till  the  31ft  july 
that  I  learned  by  a  difpatch  from 
the  general,  which  reached  me  at 
Enfenada,  on  my  return  from 
Monte  Video,  that  he  was  appre- 
henfive,  from  the  information  he 
received,  an  infurreCtion  would 
ftiortly  be  made. 

“  I  heard  at  the  fame  time  from 
Captain  Thoinfon,  that  17  of  the 
enemy  T  veffels  had  juft  arrived  ax 


Colonia,  and  it  was  reported  that 
force  was  ftill  to  be  increafed  from 
Monte  Video,  I  fent  orders  for  the 
Diomede  to  be  brought  to  Enie- 
nada,  and  for  Capt.  King,  of  the 
JDiadem,  to  come  up  with  the  re¬ 
maining  few  marines,  the  two 
companies  of  blues,  and  as  many 
other  men  as  could,  in  any  degree, 
be  fpared  from  the  {hips,  for  the 
purpofe  of  arming  fome  vefiels  to 
attack  the  enemy  at  Colonia,  as  it 
was  impoffible  to  prevent  his  croff- 
ing  from  the  north  fhore  whenever 
the  wind  was  fair. 

t(  On  the  ift  of  Auguft,  in  the 
afternoon,  the  Leda  anchored  off 
Buenos  Ayres,  about  12  miles  dif- 
tant ;  and  on  my  landing  on  the 
2d,  which  I  did  as  fbon  as  the 
weather  would  admit  of  a  boat  get¬ 
ting  on  fhore,  I  found  the  general 
had  juft  made  a  very  fuccefsful  at¬ 
tack  on  about  1500  Spaniards,  un¬ 
der  Pueridon,  5  leagues  from  the 
town,  with  500  men,  in  which  he 
took  all  the  enemy’s  cannon  (I 
think  9  pieces)  and  feveral  pri- 
foners. 

<(  On  the  3d,  I  attempted  to 
return  to  the  Leda,  in  the  En¬ 
counter,  which  Capt.  Honey  man 
brought  within  a  few  roiles  of  the 
Ihore  for  this  purpofe,  as  it  blew 
very  ftrong  :  but  the  wind  frefh- 
ened  fo  confiderably  from  the  eaft- 
ward,  that  we  could  not  get  to 
windward. 

“  On  the  4th,  in  the  morning, 
it  was  very  thick  weather,  and  the 
gale  increafed  fo  much,  that  it  was 
impoffible  to  weigh. 

About  noon,  Capt.  King  arrived 
in  a  galivat,  with  150  men  from 
the  Diadem,  for  the  purpofe  of 
arming  and  commanding  the  few 
fmail  veffels  we  had  collected  in  the 
harbour ;  but  he  was  not  able  to 
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get  there  till  the  following 
day. 

“  On  the  5  th,  in  the  morning, 
it  moderated,  and  I  reached  the 
Leda,  when  I  received  a  report 
from  Capt.  Thomfon,  that  in  the 
gale  of  the  preceding  day,  the 
enemy  had  crofted  from  Colonia 
totally  unobferved  by  any  of  our 
ftiips,  except  the  fchooner  under 
the  command  of  Lieut.  Herrick, 
who  was  lying  in  the  narrow  gut 
leading  to  Couchas  and  St.  Iftdro  ; 
but  the  eafterly  wind  had  thrown 
fo  much  water  in  the  river,  that  the 
enemy  were  enabled  to  crofs  over 
any  part  of  the  Parmas  Bank,  with¬ 
out  the  neceftity  of  making  a 
greater  detour,  by  going  higher 
up  the  river. 

<f  On  the  6th  and  7  th  it  blew  a 
hurricane  ;  the  Leda  was  lying  in 
four  fathoms,  with  two  anchors 
down,  and  her  yards  and  topmafts 
ftruck.  * 

ss  On  the  8  th  1  heard  from 
Capt.  King,  that  5  of  Our  gun 
boats  had  foundered  at  their  an¬ 
chors;  that  the  Walker  had  loft; 
her  rudder  ;  and  that  the  launches 
and  large  cutters  of  the  Diadem 
and  Leda  were  loft. 

u  The  torrents  of  rain  that  fell 
during  the  6th,  7  th,  and  8th,  had 
rendered  the  roads  totally  imprac¬ 
ticable  for  any  thing  but  cavalry, 
and  confequently.  General  Beres- 
ford  was  moft  ferioufly  difappoint- 
«d  in  his  determination  to  attack 
the  enemy  at  a  diftance  from  the 
town  ;  in  which,  had  it  taken 
place,  I  entertain  no  doubt  that 
his  army  would  have  added  ano¬ 
ther  trait  of  its  invincible  fpirit 
under  his  difpofitions. 

i(  The  enemy,  however,  by  his 
inexhauftible  fupply  of  liorfes,  fuf- 
lered  little  inconYenience  from  the 


ftate  of  the  roads,  and  he  was, 
therefore,  enabled  to  approach  the 
town  by  feveral  directions,  with¬ 
out  giving  the  Britifh  army  an j 
opportunity  to  attack  him. 

“  On  the  ioth,  in  the  evening, 
the  caftle  was  fummoned,  and  on 
the  following  day  1  landed,  while 
our  remaining  veiTels  were  firing 
on  the  Spanifti  pofts,  and  I  learned 
that,  exclulive  of  the  Spanilh  army, 
which  was  divided  into  many  co¬ 
lumns,  occupying  the  various  ave¬ 
nues  of  the  town,  the  inhabitants 
were  all  armed,  and  (heltered  on  the 
tops  of  the  houfes  and  churches, 
with  a  defign  of  carrying  on  a  war 
of  ambufn. 

Under  thefs  circumftances, 
and  the  manifeft  difpofition  of  the 
enemy  to  prevent  an  engagement* 
it  was  determined  to  embark  the 
wounded  that  night,  and  crofs  the 
Rio  Chello,  for  the  purpofe  of 
moving  towards  Enfenada  ;  but 
this  meafure  was,  in  a  great  degree, 
fruftrated  by  the  weather,  which 
became  very  violent  during  the 
night,  and  confequently  retarded 
the  progrefs  of  embarkation,  though 
the  enemy  added  a  confiderabie 
number  of  men  to  the  houfes  and 
churches  near  the  Caftle,  and  ad¬ 
vanced  by  all  the  ftreets,  not  under 
the  influence  of  its  fire ;  in  fliort, 
fir,  his  objeCt  was  to  avoid,  by 
every  means,  a  general  action,  and 
to  place  his  men  in  fuch  a  fituation 
that  they  could  fire  at  our  troops, 
while  they  remained  in  perfeCt  fe- 
curity  themfelves. 

On  the  1 2th,  at  day-light,  I 
underftand  a  fmart  fire  began  from 
the  enemy advanced  pofts,  but 
was  foon  returned  with  great  effeCt 
from  our  artillery,  which  was 
planted  towards  the  principal 
ftreets  leading  to  the  Great  Square,. 
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and  fora  fhort  time  the  enemy,  by 
his  immenfe  numbers,  fhewed  a 
greater  degree  of  firmnefs  than  on 
any  other  occafion,  and  pufhed  for- 
ward  with  3  pieces  of  artillery, 
which  Colonel  Pack,  of  the  71ft, 
foon  charged  and  took  from  him. 
During  this  time,  however,  rein¬ 
forcements  crowded  the  tops  of  all 
the  houfts  commanding  the  Great 
Square  from  the  back  ftreets,  and 
our  troops  were  confiderably  an¬ 
noyed  by  people  they  could  not  get 
at.  The  enemy  commanded  the 
Caftle  in  the  fame  way,  with  the 
additional  advantage  of  a  gun  on 
the  top  of  one  of  the  churches, 
which  l  confider  an  indelible  ftigma 
againft  the  character  oi  the  Bifnop, 
not  only  from  his  fituation,  but  the 
profeflions  he  made. 

££  1  can  eafily  conceive  how  the 

feelings  of  Gen.  Beresford  mud,  at 

this  moment,  have  been  on  the 

rack  ;  difappointed  in  his  iaft  efforts 

to  induce  the  enemy  to  a  general 

engagement  in  the  Great  Square, 

his  gallant  little  army  falling  fall 

by  foots  from  invifible  perfons,  and 

the  only  alternative  which  could 
* 

prefent  itfelf  to  fave  the  ufelefs  ef- 
fufion  of  fo  much  valuable  blood, 
was  a  flag  of  truce,  which  was 
hoifled  at  the  caftle  about  one 
o'clock. 

“  In  an  inftant,  there  were  near 
1  o,6 00  men  in  the  Great  Square, 
prefling  forward,  in  the  molt  out¬ 
rageous  manner,  to  get  into  the 
fort,  and  even  firing  at  our  men  on 
the  ramparts;  fo  much  fo,  that  it 
was  with  extreme  difficulty  the 
JBritifh  troops  were  prevented  re¬ 
venging  this  inful t  ;  indeed  the  ge¬ 
neral  was  obliged  to  tell  the  Spa- 
nifh  officers,  if  their  men  did  not 
retire  in  the  courfe  of  one  minute, 
he  muff,  as  the  only  meafure  of 


fafety,  haul  down  the  flag  of  tru£^ 
and  recommence  hoftilities ;  this 
firmnefs  had  the  defired  effedt,  and 
he  then  fent  his  conditions  to  the 
Spanifh  general,-  and  they  were  in» 
ftantly  acceded  to. 

<£  I  inclofd  a  copy  of  the  capD 
tulation,  and  I  truff  the  high  and 
independent  language  in  which  it  is 
couched,  and  the  terms  didfated  by 
Ge  neral  Beresford  to  an  officer  at 
the  head  of  my  riads  of  people,  will 
do  him  Infinite  honour  in  England, 
and  obtain  for  him  his  ma-jefty's 
moll  gracious  approbation. 

<£  I  have  received  and  annexed  a 
return  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and 
miffing,  by  which  it  appears  that 
there  are  two  officers,  twoferjeants, 
one  drummer,  forty-three  rank  and 
file  killed  ;  eight  officers,  feven 
ferjeants,'  ninety -two  rank  and  file 
wounded,  and  nine  miffing ;  making 
a  total  of  one  hundred  and  (ixty- 
five  ;  fcarce  any  of  thofe  misfor¬ 
tunes  were  occafioned,  except  from 
the  inhabitants  on  the  tops  of  the 
houfes  and  the  churches 

£<  The  enemy  confeffes  to  have 
loft  about  feven  hundred  killed  and 
wounded,  in  the  fhort  conflict  ire 
the  ftreets  ;  and  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  inhabitants,  I  have  little 
doubt  that  the  Spanifn  troops 
would  have  been  completely  de¬ 
feated,  although  feven  times  the 
number  of  the  Britifh  fofces. 

££  Nothing  is  more  difficult  than 
to  give  their  lordfhips  an  idea  of 
the  number  of  men  in  arms ;  but 
from  the  beft  accounts  we  can  ob¬ 
tain,  it  is  thought  Pueridon,  and 
the  other  principle  people  engaged 
in  this  plot,  had  colle&ed  from 
eight  to  ten  thoufand  men  in  the 
country  ;  that  Liniers  may  have 
‘ br  ught  over  from  eight  hundred  to 
one  thoufand ;  and  the  town  fur- 

nifoed. 
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rnfhed,  though  armed  in  various 
ways,  about  ten  thoufand,  under 
the  fecret  arrangements  of  the  ma- 
giftrates. 

When  every  veflel  that  could 
efcape  from  Buenos  Ayres  had 
joined,  I  proceeded  towards  Enfe- 
fiado,  to  receive  the  detachment 
of  marines  ;  Lieut.  Groves,  of  the 
Diadem,  was  obliged  to  quit  the 
Belem  fchooner,  as  fhe  would  not 
work  out ;  one  gun-boat  and  a 
fettee,  a  prize,  were  alfo  left  in 
the  harbour,  with  the  Juftina,  a 
fmall  Englifh  merchant  (hip  that 
had  followed  the  expedition  from 
St.  Helena.  Capt.  Thompfon  of 
the  Neptune,  who  was  in  the 
caftle,  was  made  a  prifoner,  and 
Lieut.  Burgh,  of  the  Raifonable, 
with  Mr.  Ramfay,  a  midihipman, 
and  feven  men,  who  were  in  the 
fettee,  as  her  boats  could  not  hold 
them.  Lieut.  Herrick,  in  the 
Dolores,  the  other  armed  fchooner, 
worked  out  in  a  manner  which, 
coupled  with  his  conduct  on  the 
whole  of  this  bufinefs,  does  him 
great  credit. 

On  the  13th  in  the  morning,  the 
detachment  of  marines  under  the 
command  of  Lieut.  Swaile,  was 
embarked  from  Enfenada,  and  his 
twm  Spanifh  field  pieces  fpiked  and 
thrown  into  the  river. 

On  the  14th,  I  failed  for  this 
anchorage,  where  X  arrived  the 
following  day ;  and  immediately 
addrefifed  the  governor  of  Monte 
Video  on  the  fubjeft  of  our 
troops. 

On  the  1 6th,  in  confequence  of 
receiving  by  Colonel  Limees’  aid» 
de-camp  a  letter  from  Gen.  Beref- 
ford,  I  difpatched  two  of  the 
tranfports  to  Buenos  Ayres,  where 
®ne  arrived  on  the  17th  ;  but  from 
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the  prevarication  of  the  governor 
of  Monte  Video  in  the  firft  in- 
fiance,  and  his  fubfequent  dis¬ 
honourable  condu<fi,  no  troops 
have  yet  been  embarked. 

Whilfi  I  had  the  honour  of  be¬ 
ing  on  board  the  Leda,  I  had 
every  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with 
the  zealous  attention  of  Capti  Ho. 
nyman,  his  officers,  and  fhip*$ 
company  ;  and  I  cannot  but  ex- 
prefs  my  extreme  approbation  of 
the  condudt  of  all  the  officers  and 
Teamen,  who  were  conftantly  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  fmall  veflels  and 
boats)  under  almoft  every  priva¬ 
tion,  and  in  the  very  fevere  and 
trying  weather  which  we  expe¬ 
rienced  the  lafi  ten  days. 

I  mofi  fincerely  regret,  however* 
that  my  fituation  has  impofed  on 
me  the  painful  duty  of  making  this 
report  to  their  lordfhips,  efpecially 
as  it  is  done  principally  by  mate¬ 
rials  coile&ed  from  different  peo¬ 
ple,  which  they  probably,  in  many 
inftances,  deduced  from  vague  and 
uncertain  conclufions;  if  however 
it  fhould  hereafter  appear  that  I 
have  failed  in  any  inftancC  to  do 
ample  jufiice  to  the  conduct,  ener¬ 
gy,  and  prowefs  of  Gen.  Beref- 
ford,  and  the  officers  and  foldiers 
under  his  command,  it  has  been 
owing  to  the  limited  fcale  of  my 
communications  fince  the  1 2th, 
from  the  extreme  jealoufy  of  the 
enemy,  and  not  from  any  indifpo- 
fition  to  appreciate  their  merits  in 
the  mofi  liberal  manner ;  a  fenti» 
ment  which  I  have  held  on  every 
occafion,  and  publicly  marked  ifc 
in  all  my  former  difpatches. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 
Your  obedient  humble  fervant* 
li,  Pppham/* 

w  Series*  *  I 
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[Here  follows  the  terms  of  capi¬ 
tulation,  and  the  return  of  killed, 
wounded*  and  miffing.] 

Diadem  3  Rio  de  la  Plat  a , 
0£t.  9,  18/06. 

((  Sir, 

S(  On  the  3  th  inftant,  off  Lobes, 
We  fell  in  with  the  Rollo,  having 
a  detachment  of  the  38th  on  board  ; 
fhe  failed  from  the  Cape  in  com¬ 
pany  with  the  Melantho,  which 
was  to  the  weftward  of  her.  I 
took  the  troops  out  of  the  Rollo, 
and  fent  her  to  Rio  Grande,  for 
the  purpofe  of  purchafing  any 
flour  or  bifcuit,  and  afcertaining 
whether  any  quantity  of  the  latter 
could  be  baked  there. 

On  the  6th  we  returned  to  this 
anchorage,  where  we  found  the 
Proteflor,  with  the  Adamant  and 
Columbine  tranfports,  having  on 
board  detachments  of  the  38th, 
and  the  Diadem  vi&ualler.  I  loft 
no  time  in  ordering  all  the  men  of 
war  to  complete  their  provifions  to 
three  months,  for  fear  of  any  acci¬ 
dent  happening  to  the  victualler. 

On  the  7th  in  the  evening,  the 
Medufa  joined,  with  four  of  the 
Lancafter’s  convoy  :  and  Capt. 
Bouverie  reported,  that  the  Lan- 
cafter  was  to  the  eaftward  with 
the  remaining  two  fhips,  having 
the  preceding  night  parted  their 
cables.  The  Leda  joined  the  fame 
evening,  and  Capt.  Honyman  re¬ 
ported,  that  he  had  detained  a 
Danifh  ftiip,  bound  to  Monte  Vi¬ 
deo,  having  on  board  the  Governor 
of  Valdivia. 

I  intended  to  havedifpatched  the 
Wellington  this  evening,  but  Col. 
Vaffai  particularly  requefted  I 
would  detain  her  till  the  arrival  of 


the  Lancafter,  as  Col.  Backhoufe 
was  a  fenior  lieut.-col.  to  himfelf, 
and  fucceeding  ad ventitioufly  to 
the  command  of  the  army,  he 
would  naturally  be  defirous  of  mak¬ 
ing  a  report  to  the  Duke  of  York 
of  the  ftate  of  his  force,  and  the 
arrangements  he  had  made. 

The  weather  was  fo  hazy,  and 
the  current  fo  ftrong  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  that  the  Lancafter  did  not 
join  till  the  r2th,  in  the  evening  ; 
on  the  following  day,  as  it  appear¬ 
ed  to  me  that  the  commanding  of¬ 
ficer  of  the  troops  intended  to 
make  his  firft  attempt  on  Monte 
Video,  and  was  anxious  to  fee 
that  place,  I  di refled  Capt.  Row- 
ley  to  take  all  the  tranfports  to 
Flores  Bay,  and  proceed  on  the 
14th  off  Monte  Video,  and  then 
to  Flores,  where  we  arrived  on 
the  15th  in  the  morning.  From 
the  to  the  27th  it  blew  fo 

hard,  that  nothing  could  be  at¬ 
tempted ;  on  the  28th,  in  the 
morning,  the  wind  was  eafterly, 

and  everv  circumftance  as  favour- 
•» 

able  as  poffible,  to  try  the  experi¬ 
ment  ;  and,  as  the  pilots  allured 
us,  a  flat  ran  off  from  the  rocks  of 
the  town  for  a  mile,  making  pre- 
cifely  the  fame  water  alongfide  of 
them  as  at  that  diftance,  I  ordered 
Capt.  Edmonds,  who  very  hand- 
fomely  requefled  to  remain  till  the 
experiment  was  tried,  and  to  com¬ 
mand  the  leading  tranfport,  not  to 
attend  to  the  oftenfible  orders  of 
leading  down  in  three  fathom,  but 
to  haul  in  till  he  had  fmall  quarter 
lefs  three,  to  afeertain  whether  the 
flat  really  run  off  as  deferibed,  or 
not.  Capt.  Edmonds  will  explain 
the  circumftance  fully  to  their  lord- 
fhips :  he  bordered  as  near  the 
fliore  as  he  could,  for  the  fafety  of 
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the  frigates,  and  then  was  only 
within  random  (hot,  and  therefore 
I  would  not  let  the  Leda  go  down 
a  fecond  time,  for  unlefs  the  {hips 
could  have  got  well  within  point- 
blank  (hot,  there  was  no  chance 
of  making  a  breach  for  the  army 
to  land  in  the  town.  Although 
the  enemy  fired  for  more  than  an 
hour  on  our  fhips,  in  confequence 
of  their  being  but  little  wind,  I 
am  happy  to  inform  you  that  only 
one  man  was  wounded. 

As  I  now  faw  it  was  impoffihle 
to  get  clofe  enough  in  to  make 
any  breach  in  the  fouth  wall  with 
the  men  of  war,  I  propofed  to 
Col.  Backhoufe  to  take  Maldonado, 
which  I  fhould  have  attempted 
early  in  the  winter,  if  the  marines 
had  not  been  left  at  Buenos  Ayres. 

Maldonado  is  an  excellent  har¬ 
bour,  where  the  fleet  can  water, 
and  get  bullocks,  which  now  really 
became  very  neceflary  to  recruit 
our  men. 

The  ifland  Gorreti,  which  forms 
the  harbour  of  Maldonado,  is  very 
ftrong,  and  after  the  troops  are 
landed  to  take  the  village,  and  the 
batteries  on  the  fea  coaft  in  re- 
i  verfe,  I  fhall  propofe  to  take  the 
ifland  by  the  navy,  provided  it 
does  not  furrender  to  my  fum- 
i  xnons. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  molt  obedient  fervant, 
Home  Popham. 

/ 

Diadem,  Maldonado  Harbour ,  Rio 
de  la  Plata ,  0$.  30,  1806. 

“Sir, 

(t  I  confider  it  right  to  take 
pofleflion  of  the  harbour  of  Maldo¬ 
nado,  as  a  fafe  anchorage  for  the 
(hips  now  in  the  river,  and  thofe 
expected  to  arrive,  independent  of 


the  fupplies  which  that  diftri£t 
could  foabundantly  furnifh  us  with* 
I,  therefore,  requeft  that  you 
will  inform  my  lords  commiflioners 
of  the  admiralty,  that  the  moment 
I  fatisfied  Brig. -Gen.  Backhoufe 
of  the  expediency  of  the  meafure, 
no  time  was  loft  in  moving  part  of 
the  38th  regiment  to  the  Leda  and 
Medufa,  when  they  accompanied 
the  Diadem  to  this  place. 

The  friga  tes  anchored  about  five 
o'clock,  yeflerday  evening,  to  the 
weftvvard  of  the  wefternmoft  bat^ 
tery  ;  andCapt.  Honyman  inform- 
ed  me  by  telegraph,  that  the  beach 
was  fmooth,  and  that  the  debark¬ 
ation  could  be  eafily  covered.— 
At  fix,  the  troops  from  the  Dia¬ 
dem  aflerabled  alongfide  the  Leda, 
and  a  landing  was  immediately  ef¬ 
fected,  without  any  oppofltion  ; 
but,  as  I  thought  it  poflible  that 
the  enemy  might  have  a  greater 
force  than  he  (hewed  on  the  hills, 
and  as  the  neareft  tranfport  was  yet 
fome  diftance  from  the  roads,  I 
ordered  the  marines  of  the  Medufa, 
and  a  company  of  Blues,  from  each 
fh  ip,  to  be  landed,  to  fupport  the 
army,  who  entered,  and  took  pof- 
feflion  of  the  village  of  Maldona¬ 
do  before  eight  o'clock. 

This  morning  I  fent  a  fummons 
to  the  fortified  ifland  of  Gorretti, 
which  forms  this  harbour ;  and  X 
inclofe,  for  their  lordfhips’  infor¬ 
mation,  a  copy  of  it,  with  the 
commandant’s  anfwer,  and  my  re¬ 
ply,  which  was  accompanied  br 
an  aflurance  through  Lieut.  Wife- 
man  of  the  Diadem,  who  wa?  ev> 
ployed  on  this  fervice,  thatl  wouici 
not  hold  any  further  communica¬ 
tion  with  him,  until  his  Majefty's 
colours,  which  I  fent  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  were  hoifted  on  the  fort. 

This  propofition  was  acceded  to, 
*  X  2  and 
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and  the  Spanifh  prifoners  were  im¬ 
mediately  embarked,  confiding  of 
one  captain,  two  lieutenants,  one 
enfign,  and  one  hundred  and  four 
men. 

Gorreti  is  a  very  drong  pofition, 
defended  by  twenty  twenty-four 
pounders,  in  four  batteries,  fo 
placed  as  to  command  the  road- 
dead,  the  eaftern  paffage  between 
it  and  the  Peninfula  ;  and  the  only 
two  praflical  beaches  for  landing. 
The  troops  were  disembarked  as 
they  arrived,  and  the  tranfports 
ordered  to  be  watered  as  fad:  as 
poffible,  and  hold  in  readinefs  for 
any  other  fervice. 

It  is  impeffibie  for  me  to  con¬ 
clude  this  difpatch,  without  a f- 
furing  their  lordfhips,  that  I  con¬ 
tinue  to  receive  the  mod:  cordial 
affidance  from  every  officer  and 
man  in  the  fquadron  under  my 
command ;  nor  could  I  obferve 
the  lead  abatement  of  their  zeal, 
under  many  confiderable  privations 
which  they  experienced  during  the 
whole  of  this  winter. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Home  PaTnAM,’* 

\  Return  of  ordnance  taken  in  the 
Wand  of  Gorreti. 

Twenty  twenty-four  pounders, 
mounted  on  field  carriages,  fide 
arms,  and  ammunition  complete. 

Four  twenty-four  pounders,  not 
mounted. 

Two  hundred  ftand  of  arms,  and 
various  other  fmall  articles. 

Home  PophamP* 

His  Britannic  Majejly* $  flip 
Diadem ,  Rio  de  la  Plata, 
03.  30,  1806. 

£i  Sir, 

*  1 

c!  Jfe  ^tannic  Majedy’s  forces 


are  in  podedion  of  ’Maldonado, 
and  with  a  view  to  fave  time,  as 
the  general  is  on  fhore,  I  furnmon 
you  to  furrender  the  illand  of 
Gorreti. 

Any  oppofition  on  your  part,  to 
fuch  a  force  as  is  now  in  this  bay, 
mud  be  fruitlefs ;  and  if  you  do 
not  allow  the  officer,  who  is 
charged  with  this  letter,  to  hoid 
his  Majefty’s  colours  at  the  fort, 
and  trud  to  the  known  liberality 
of  the  British  nation,  you  will 
have  to  anfwer  for  all  the  ferious 
and  inevitable  confequences  of  an 
attack,  whenever  the  general  and 
myfelf  think  it  expedient  to  make 
one. 

(Signed)  Home  PophamP* 
To  the  commandant  of  the 
if  and  of  Gorreti.*  * 

His  Majejbfs  Jhip  Diadem , 
Rio  de  la  Plata,  October 
30,  1806, 

u  Sir, 

The  iiland  mud  furrender  im¬ 
mediately.  The  Britilh  nation 
always  treats  its  prifoners  with 
honour  and  liberality.  Private 
property  is  held  facred  by  Britifh 
officers.  The  Spanifh  officers  and 
men  at  Gorreti  diall  immediately 
join  the  prifoners  already  taken. 

(Signed)  Home  PophamP® 
To  the  commandant  of  the 
f  and  of  Gorreti T 

[translation.] 

(<  Sir, 

The  honour  of  the  Spanifh 
arms  not  permitting  me  to  fur¬ 
render  at  diferetion,  as  you  dedre, 
by  your  letter  which  you  fent  me, 
dated  the  30th  indant,  1  trud  you 
will  grant  me  the  terms  which 

will 
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will  accompany  this,  to  vindicate 
my  honour  with  my  fuperiors.  Our 
Lord  preferve  you  many  years. 

IJlcifid.  of  Gorreti,  Ocl.  30,  1806. 

Terms  made  in  the  ifland  of 
Gorreti,  the  30th  Oft,  1806. 

I. Thegarrifon  to  march  out  with 
all  military  honours,  keeping  their 
arms,  and  the  officers,  ierjeants, 
and  corporals,  their  fwords. 

II.  Ail  their  effefts  to  be  em¬ 
barked,  and  carried  to  the  Main 
by  the  Britifh  boats,  there  not 
being  any  on  the  ifland. 

III.  The  garrifon  to  be  permit¬ 
ted  to  proceed  to  Monte  Video, 
on  condition  of  not  bearing  arms 
until  exchanged. 

IV.  The  remains  of  artillery 
and  (lores  {hall  faithfully  be  deli, 
vered  up. 

V.  No  perfon  to  be  permitted 
to  enter  the  ifland  before  it  is  eva¬ 
cuated,  except  thofe  intended  to 
take  pofleffion. 

Augustin  de  Lergs. 

To  the  General  of  Great  Brit  am. 3  3 

London  Gazette  Extraordi¬ 
nary,  April  12,  1807. 

/]  Bifpaich ,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  Copy ,  was  received  on  the 
12th  of  Aprils  at  the  Office  of 
Vifconnt  C afilereagh ,  one  of  his 
Majefy3s  Principal  Secretaries  of 
States  from  Brigadier-General 
Auchviuty ,  to  the  Right  Hon ,  IV il- 
liam  Windham. 

Monte  Video 3  Feb.  6,  1807, 
“  Sir, 

((  I  have  the  honour  to  inform 
you,  that  his  Majefly’s  troops 
nnder  my  command  have  taken  by 


a  {fault,  and  after  a  moll  determined 
refiflance,  the  important  fortrefs 
and  city  of  Monte  Video. 

The  Ardent  with  her  convoy, 
arrived  at  Maldonado  on  the  5th 
of  January;  and  I  immediately 
took  under  my  orders  the  troops 
from  the  Cape  commanded  by  Lieu, 
tenant-colonel  Backhoufe.  On  the 
13th,  1  evacuated  that  place  with¬ 
out  opposition,  leaving  a  fmali 
garrifon  on  the  ifland  of  Gorreti. 

On  confuting  with  Rear-admi¬ 
ral  Stirling,  it  was  determined  to 
attack  Monte  Video  ;  and  I  landed 
on  the  morning  of  the  iSth,  to 
the  weflward  of  the  Caretas  rocks, 
in  a  fmall  bay,  about  nine  miles 
from  the  town.  The  enemy  were 
in  great  force,  with  guns  on  the 
heights,  when  we  difembarked ; 
but  they  did  not  advance  to  op» 
pofe  us,  and  fufFered  me  to  take  a 
ftrong  pofition,  about  a  mile  from 
the  fhore.  A  trifling  cannonade, 
and  fome  firing  at  the  outpofts, 
commenced  in  the  afternoon,  and 
continued  occasionally  during  our 
flay  on  that  ground. 

On  the  19th  we  moved  towards 
Montevideo.  The  right  column, 
under  the  honourable  Brigadier.  . 
general  Lurnley  was  early  oppofed. 
About  four  thoufand  of  the  enemy's 
horfe  occupied  two  heights  in  his 
front  and  right.  As  we  advanced, 
a  heavy  fire  of  round  and  grape 
opened  upon  us;  but  a  fpirited 
charge  in  front,  from  the  light 
battalion  under  Lieutenant-colonel 
Brownrigg,  difperfed  the  corps  op¬ 
pofed  to  him,  with  the  lofs  of  a 
gun.  The  enemy  on  the  flank  did 
not  wait  a  fimilar  movement,  but 
retreated.  They  continued  retir- 
ing  before  us,  and  permitted  us, 
without  any  further  oppofition, 
except  a  difiant  cannonade,  to  take 
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up  a  pofition  about  two  miles  from  got  back  into  the  town  ;  I  am 
the  citadel.  Our  advanced  polls  happy  to  add,  that  ours  was  corn- 
occupied  the  fuburbs,  and  fome  paradvely  trifling, 
fmall  parties  were  polled  dole  to  The  confequences  of  this  affair 
the  works ;  but  in  the  evening  the  were  greater  than  the  aftion  itfelf. 
principal  part  of  the  fuburbs  was  Inllead  of  finding  ourfelves  fur- 
evacuated.  rounded  with  horfe,  and  a  petty 


The  next  morning  the  enemy 
came  out  of  the  town  and  attacked 
ns  with  their  whole  force,  about 
fix  thoufand  men,  and  a  number  of 
guns.  They  advanced  in  two  co¬ 
lumns  ;  the  right  confilled  of  ca¬ 
valry,  to  turn  our  left  Hank,  while 
the  other,  of  infantry,  attacked 
the  left  of  our  line;  this  column 
palhed  in  our  advanced  polls,  and 
and  prelfed  fo  hard  on  our  out- 
picquet,  of  four  hundred  men,  that 
Colonel  Browne,  who  commanded 
on  the  left,  ordered  three  compa¬ 
nies  of  the  40th,  under  Major 
Campbell,  to  their  fupport  :  thefe 
companies  fell  in  with  the  head  of 
the  column,  and  very  bravely 
charged  it  ;  the  charge  was  as 
gallantly  received  and  great  num¬ 
bers  fell  on  both  Tides ;  at  length 
the  column  began  to  give  way, 
when  it  was  fuddenly  and  impe- 
tuoufiy  attacked  in  flank  by  the 
rifle  corps,  and  light  battalion, 
\vhich  I  had  ordered  up,  and  di- 
irefted  to  a  particular  point.  The 
column  now  gave  way  on  all  Tides, 
and  was  purfued,  with  great  {laugh¬ 
ter  and  the  lofs  of  a  gun,  to  the 
town.  The  right  column,  obferv- 
jng  the  fate  of  their  companions, 
rapidly  retired,  without  coming 
into  adtion. 

The  lofs  of  the  enemy  was  con¬ 
siderable,  and  has  been  efti mated 
at  fifteen  hundred  men  ;  their  kil¬ 
led  might  amount  to  between  twq 
and  three  hundred  ;  we  have  taken 
the  fame  number  of  prifoners,  but 
the  principal  part  of  the  wounded 


warfare  at  our  polls,  many  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  country  fepa- 
rated,  and  retired  to  their  feveral 
villages,  and  we  were  allowed 
quietly  to  fet  down  before  the 
town. 

From  the  bell  information  I 
could  obtain,  I  was  led  to  believe 
that  the  defences  of  Monte  Video 
were  weak,  and  the  garrifon  by 
no  means  difpofed  to  make  an  ob- 
llinate  refinance ;  but  I  found  the 
works  truly  refpectable,  with  one 
hundred  and  fixty  pieces  of  can¬ 
non  ;  and  they  were  ably  de¬ 
fended. 

The  enemy,  being  in  polfelfion 
of  the  Ifland  of  Ratones,  com¬ 
manded  the  harbour ;  and  1  was 
aware  that  their  gun -boats  would 
annoy  us,  as  we  apprehended.  A 
two-gun  battery  was  conftrufted 
on  the  23d  to  keep  them  in  check, 
and  our  polls  were  extended  to  the 
harbour,  and  completely  ihut  in 
the  garrifon  on  the  land  fide. 
Their  communication  was  Hill, 
however,  open  by  water,  and  their 
boats  conveyed  to  them  troops  and 
provifions ;  even  water  for  the 
garrifon  was  obtained  by  thefe 
means  ;  for  the  wells  that  fupply 
the  town  were  in  our  pofleflion. 

On  the  25th,  we  opened  batte¬ 
ries  of  four  twenty-four-pounders 
and  two  mortars,  and  all  the  fri¬ 
gates  and  fmaller  vefiels  came  in, 
as  clofe  as  they  could  with  fafety, 
and  cannonaded  the  town.  But 
finding  that  the  garrifon  was  not 
intimidated  into  a  furrender,  I 
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conftru&ed,  on  the  28th,  a  battery 
of  fix  twenty-four  pounders,  within 
a  thoufand  yards  of  the  fouth-eaft 
baftion  of  the  citadel,  which  I  was 
informed  was  in  fo  weak  a  ffate 
that  it  might  be  eafily  breached. 
The  parapet  was  foon  in  ruins,  but 
the  rampart  received  little  injury, 
and  I  was  foon  convinced  that  my 
means  were  unequal  to  a  regular 
liege  ;  the  only  profpeCt  of  fuccefs 
that  prefen  ted  itfelf  was  to  ereCt  a 
battery  as  near  as  poffible  to  a  wall 
by  the  fouth  gate,  that  joins  the 
works  to  the  fea,  and  endeavour 
to  breach  it.  This  was  effected 
by  a  fix  -gun  battery  within  fix 
hundred  yards,  and  though  it  was 
expofed  to  a  very  fuperior  fire 
from  the  enemy,  which  has  been 
inceffanc  during  the  whole  of  the 
liege,  a  breach  was  reported  prac¬ 
ticable  on  the  2d  inftant.  Many 
reafons  induced  me  not  to  delay 
the  affault,  though  I  was  aware  the 
troops  would  be  expofed  to  a  very' 
heavy  fire  in  approaching  and 
mounting  the  breach.  Orders  were 
ilfued  for  the  attack  an  hour  before 
day-break  the  enfuing  morning, 
and  a  fummons  was  fent  to  the  go¬ 
vernor  in  the  evening  to  furrender 
the  town.  To  this  melfage  no 
anfwer  was  returned. 

The  troops  deftined  for  the  af¬ 
fault  confifted  of  the  rifle  corps 
under  Major  Gardiner,  the  light 
infantry  under  Lieutenant-colonel 
Brownrigg  and  Major  Trotter,  the 
grenadiers  under  Majors  Campbell 
and  Tucker,  and  the  58th  regi¬ 
ment  under  Lieut. -cdonel  Valfal 
and  Major  Nugent. 

They  were  fupported  by  the 
40th  regiment  under  Major  Dai¬ 
ry  mple,  and  the  87th  under  Lieu¬ 
tenant,  colonel  Butler  and  Major 


Miller.  The  whole  were  com¬ 
manded  by  Colonel  Browne.  The 
remainder  of  my  force,  confiding 
of  the  17th  light  dragoons,  de¬ 
tachment  of  the  20th  and  21ft  light 
dragoons,  the  47th  regiment,  a 
company  of  the  71ft,  and  a  corps 
of  700  marines  and  leamen,  were 
encamped  under  Brigadier- general 
Lumley,  to  protect  our  rear. 

At  the  appointed  hour  the  troops 
marched  to  the  affault.  They  ap¬ 
proached  near  the  breach  before 
they  were  difeovered,  when  a  de- 
ftruCtive  fire  from  every  gun  that 
couid  bear  upon  if,  and*  from  the 
mulketry  of  the  garrifon,  opened 
upon  them.  Heavy  as  it  was,  our 
lofs  would  have  been  compara¬ 
tively  trilling,  if  the  breach  had 
been  open,  but  during  the  night, 
and  under  our  fire,  the  enemy  had 
barricadoed  it  with  hides,  fo  as 
to  render  it  nearly  impraCfi cable. 
The  night  was  extremely  dark. 
The  head  of  the  column  miffed  the 
breach,  and  when  it  was  approached 
it  was  fo  fhut  up,  that  it  was  mif- 
taken  for  the  untouched  wall.  In 
this  fituation  the  troops  remained 
under  a  heavy  fire  for  a  quarter  of 
an  hour,  when  the  breach  was  dif- 
cerned  by  Captain  Rennie  of  the 
40th  light  infantry,  who  pointed 
it  out,  and  glorioufly  fell  as  he 
mounted  it.  Our  gallant  foldiers 
ruftied  to  it,  and,  difficult  as  it  was 
of  accefs,  forced  their  way  into 
the  town.  Cannon  were  placed  at 
the  head  of  the  principal  ftreefs,. 
and  their  fire  for  a  (hurt  time  was 
deftrudtive  :  but  the  troops  ad¬ 
vanced  in  all  directions,  clearing 
the  ftreets  and  batteries  with  their 
bayonets,  and  overturning  their 
cannon.  ,The  40th  regiment,  with 
Colonel  Browne,  followed*  ■  They 
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alfo  miffed  the  breach,  and  twice 
paffed  through  the  fire  of  the  bat¬ 
teries,  before  they  found  it. 

The  87th  regiment  was  polled 
near  the  North  gate,  which  the 
troops  who  entered  at  the  breach 
were  to  open  for  them,  but  their 
ardour  was  fo  great  that  they  could 
not  wait.  They  fcaled  the  walls 
and  entered  the  town  as  the  troops 
within  approached  it.  At  day¬ 
light  every  thing  was  in  our  pof- 
feflion  except  the  citadel,  which 
made  a  (hew  of  refiftance,  but  foon 
furrendered,  and  early  in  the  morn- 
the  town  was  quiet,  and  the  wo¬ 
men  were  peaceably  walking  the 
directs. 

The  gallantry  difplayed  by  the 
troops  during  the  affault,  and  their 
forbearance  and  orderly  behaviour 
in  the  town  fpeak  fo  fully  in  their 
praife,  that  it  is  unneceflary  for 
me  to  fay  how  highly  I  am  pleafed 
with  their  condufl.  The  fervice 
they  have  been  engaged  in  fince  we 
landed,  has  been  uncommonly  fe- 
vere  and  laborious,  but  not  a  mur¬ 
mur  has  efcaped  them;  every  thing 
I  wifhed  has  been  effeded  with 
order  and  cheerfulnefs. 

Our  lofs  during  the  fiege  was 
trifling,  particularly  as  we  were  not 
flickered  by  approaches,  and  the 
enemy 's  fire  of  ihot  and  fhell  was 
incefiant.  But  it  is  painful  for  me 
to  add,  that  it  was  great  at  the 
affault.  Many  moll  valuable  of¬ 
ficers  are  among  the  killed  and 
wounded.  Major  Dalrymple  of 
the  40th  was  the  only  field  officer 
killed.  Lieutenant-colonels  Vaf- 
fal  and  Brownrigg,  and  Major 
Tucker  among  the  wounded.  I 
am  deeply  concerned  to  fay  that 
the  two  former  are  feverely  fo. 
'The  enemy's  lofs  was  very  great, 


about  eight  hundred  killed,  five 
hundred  wounded,  and  the  gover¬ 
nor  Don  Pafquil  Ruis  Huidobro, 
with  upwards  of  two  thoufand  of¬ 
ficers  and  men  are  prifoners. 
About  fifteen  hundred  efcaped  in. 
boats  or  fecreted  themfelves  in  the 
town. 

From  Brigadier-general  the  ho¬ 
nourable  W.  Lumley,  and  from 
Colonel  Browne,  I  have  received 
the  moll  able  and  the  moll  zealous 
aflillance  and  fupport.  The  former 
protected  the  line  from  the  enemy 
during  our  march,  and  covered  our 
rear  during  the  fiege.  The  latter 
conduced  it  with  great  judgment 
and  determined  bravery. 

The  ellablifhed  reputation  of 
the  royal  artillery  has  been  firmly 
fupported  by  the  company  under 
my  orders,  and  I  confider  myfelf 
much  indebted  to  Captains  Watfon, 
Dickfon,  Carmichael,  and  Wil- 
grefs,  for  their  zealous  and  able 
exertions.  Captain  Fanlhaw  of 
the  engineers  was  equally  zealous, 
and  though  young  in  the  fervice 
conducted  himfelf  with  fuch  pro¬ 
priety  that  I  have  no  doubt  of  his 
proving  a  valuable  officer.  Owing 
to  great  fatigue  he  was  taken  ilj. 
in  the  midft  of  our  operations,  and 
Captain  Dixon  readily  undertook 
his  office,  and  executed  it  with  the 
greateft  judgment. 

From  the  heads  of  corps  and 
departments,  from  the  general  ftafF 
of  the  army,  from  the  medical, 
and  from  my  own  perfonal  ftafF,  I 
have  received  the  moft  prompt  and 
cheerful  aftiftance. 

It  is  ipfufficient  to  fay,  that  the 
utmoft  cordiality  has  fubfifted  be¬ 
tween  Rear-admiral  Stirling  and 
myfelf ;  I  have  received  from  him 
tfie  moft  friendly  attention,  and 

every 
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every  thing  in  his  power  to 
grant. 

The  captain  and  officers  of  the 
navy  have  been  equally  zealous  to 
affift  us  ;  but  I  feel  particularly 
indebted  to  Captains  Donnelly  and 
Palmer  for  their  great  exertions. 
They  commanded  a  corps  of  ma¬ 
rines  and  feamen  that  were  landed, 
and  were  effentially  ufeful  to  us 
with  the  guns,  and  in  the  batteries, 
as  well  as  in  bringing  up  the  ord¬ 
nance  and  ftores. 

This  difpatch  will  be  delivered 
to  you  by  Major  Tucker,  who  was 
wounded  at  the  affault ;  and  as  he 
has  long  been  in  my  confidence,  I 
beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  him  for 
further  particulars. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

S,  Auchmuty, 
Brigadier-General  commanding. 
“To  the  Right  Hon.  William 
Windham,  5c.  5c, 

V.  S.  I  am  extremely  concerned 
to  add,  that  Lieutenant-colonels 
Vaffal  and  Brownrigg  both  died 
yefterday  of  their  wounds.  I  had 
Battered  myfelf  with  hopes  of  their 
recovery;  but  a  rapid  mortification 
has  deprived  his  Majefty  of  two 
moft  able  and  gallant  officers. 

Return  of  the  Killed ,  Wounded ,  and 
Miffing ,  of  the  Forces  under  the 
Command  of  Brigadier-General 
Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty ,  between 
the  1 6th  of  January ,  the  Day  of 
landing  at  the  Punta  De  Caret  ay 
to  the  20 th  of  January  inclufive . 

Between  1 6th  and  20th  ult . — 
I  lieutenant,  i  drummer,  18  rank 
and  file,  killed  ;  2  majors,  3  cap¬ 
tains,  1  lieutenant,  2  ferjeants,  1 
drummer,  119  rank  and  die, 
wounded  ;  i  rank  and  file,  miffing. 
Paring  the  fege% — 1  captain,  3  rank 


and  file,  killed ;  1  lieutenant,  1 
enfign,  1 2  rank  and  file,  wounded  ; 
7 1  rank  and  file,  miffing.  At  the 
ajfault.— §  majors,  3  captains,  2 
lieutenants,  2  ferjeants,  2  drum¬ 
mers,  105  rank  and  file,  killed; 
2  lieutenant-colonels,  3  captains, 
8  lieutenants,  4  enfigns,  4  ftaff,  18 
ferjeants,  5  drummers,  235  rank 
and  file,  wounded. 

Total. —  1  major,  4  captains,  3 
lieutenants,  2  ferjeants,  6  drum¬ 
mers,  1 26  rank  and  file,  killed;  2 
lieutenant-colonels,  2  majors,  6 
captains,  10  lieutenants,  5  enfigns, 
4  ftaff,  20  ferjeants,  6  drummers, 
366  rank  and  file,  wounded ;  3 
rank  and  file,  miffing. 

Captains  Wilgrefs  and  Crook- 
Blanks,  and  3 1  rank  and  file,  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  above,  have  fince  re¬ 
turned  to  their  duty. 

J.  Bradford,  Dep.  Adj.Gen. 

Officers  killed  and  wounded* 

Killed  upon  landing. — Lieutenant 
Fitzpatrick,  of  the  40th.  Slightly 
wounded  upon  landing .  —  Major 
Trotter,  of  the  83d.  Major 
Campbell,  of  the  40th.  Captain 
Wilgrefs,  of  the  Royal  Artillery. 
Captain  Crookfhanks,  of  the  38th. 
Captain  Rogers,  of  the  40th.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Chawner,  of  the  95  th.  Killed 
during  the  Jiege »— C a pt .  Beaumont, 
of  the  87th.  Wounded  during  the 
fege . — Lieutenant  O’Brien,  of  the 
87th.  The  Honourable NC.  Irby, 
midfhiprnan.  Killed  in  the  ajfault . 
— Major  Dalrymple,  of  the  40th. 
Captain  Rennie,  of  ditto.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Alfton,  of  ditto.  Captain 
Mafon,  of  the  38th.  Lieutenant 
Irwine,  of  the  87th.  Captain 
Dickenfon,  of  the  95th.  Wounded 
in  the  ajfault. — Lieutenant-Colonel 
Brownrigg,  of  the  nth,  fince  dead. 
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lien  tenant  Smith,  of  the  40th. 
Siflgn  Cameron,  of  ditto.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Evans,  of  the  87th,  fevere- 
Lieutenant  M’Rea,  of  ditto, 
feverely.  Lieutenant-Colonel  V af~ 
fal,  of  the  38th,  fincedead.  Cap¬ 
tain  Shipron,  of  ditto,  feverely. 
Lieutenant  Brownfon,  of  ditto, 
cfangeroufly.  Enfign  White,  of 
ditto,  feverely.  Enflgn  Willfhire, 
of  ditto,  llightly.  Enfign  Frafer, 
of  ditto,  finee  dead.  Fay  mailer 
"Willfhire,  of  ditto,  feverely.  Ad¬ 
jutant  Hewill,  of  ditto,  danger- 
©ufly.  Afliftant  Surgeon  Garraf, 
of  ditto,  llightly.  Captain  Whe- 
tham,  of  the  40th,  feverely.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Wallace,  of  ditto,  danger- 
craffy.  Lieutenant  Johnfon,  of 
ditto,  feverely.  Lieutenant  Ra- 
mas,  of  ditto,  feverely.  Major 
Tucker,  of  the  yzd,  flightly. 
Afiiftant  Surgeon  Wildair,  of  the 
Sjthj  feverely.  Lieutenant  Scan¬ 
ia?},  of  the  95th,  llightly.  Lieut. 
M‘Namara,  ot  ditto,  llightly. 

Captain  Donnelly,  of  his  Ma- 
jefly?s  fhip  Ardent,  arrived  on  the 
morning  of  the  1  zth  of  April,  at 
the  Admiralty-office,  with  dif- 
patches  from  Rear-Admiral  Stir¬ 
ling,  commanding  a  fquadron  of 
his  Majelty’s  ihips  in  the  Rio  de 

la  Plata,  of  which  the  following 

o 

are  copies. 

Diadem,  off  Monte  Video% 
8 th  Feb .  1 807. 

Sir, 

I  have  peculiar  fatisfadtion  in 
congratulating  my  Lords  Commif- 
foners  ot  the  Admiralty  on  the 
capture  of  Monte  Video,  as  well 
from  the  importance  of  the  con- 
•quefl,  as  front  the  honour  which 
has  thereby  been  acquired  by  his 
Kiajdly’s  arms. 


Immediately  on  the  arrival  of 
Brigadier-General  Sir  Samuel 
Aochmuty,  at  Maldonado,  it  was 
determined  to  in  veil  this  place, 
and  having  affembled  otir  force  off 
the  iiland  of  Flores,  a  defeent  was 
effefled  on  the  1 6th  ult.  near  Car- 
ratea  Point,  which  is  about  fevers 
miles  to  the  eastward  of  the  town. 
The  enemy  had  affembled  in  confi- 
derable  numbers,  and  with  feveral 
pieces  of  artillery  feemed  deter¬ 
mined  to  oppofe  our  prog  refs. 

The  navigation  of  the  Rio  de  la 
Plata,  with  the  ftrong  breezes 
which  we  have  experienced  for  fe¬ 
veral  weeks,  rendered  the-  landing; 
of  troops,  and  shifting  their  opera¬ 
tions,  very  difficult  ;  but  the  place 
chofen  was  happily  adapted  to  al¬ 
low  the  covering  veffels,  under  the 
direction  of  Captain  Hardymarr,  to 
approach  fo  clofe  as  to  command 
the  beach,  and  notwithftanding  the 
weather  threatened,  and  was  unfa¬ 
vourable,  the  foldiers  got  all  on 
fhore  without  a  Angle  accident  of 
any  kind,  and  were  in  poffeffion  of 
the  heights  before  fix  o’clock,  with 
fuch  things  as  the  general  wanted. 

On  the  19th  the  army  moved  for¬ 
wards,  and  as  an  attempt  to  harafs 
the  rear  was  expected,  I  directed 
boats  to  proceed  dole  along  fhore 
to  look  out  for  and  bring  off  any 
wounded  men,  whilft  the  covering 
veffels  were  placed  to  prevent  the 
enemy  from  giving  annoyance;  and 
I  had  the  happinefs  to  hear  that  all 
the  fufferers  were  brought  off  in 
defpite  of  well  directed  efforts  to 
deftroy  them.  In  the  evening  I 
dropped,  with  the  fleet,  off  Chico 
Bay,  near  which  the  army  en¬ 
camped,  within  two  miles  of  the 
city. 

I  had  landed  about  eight  hun¬ 
dred  feamen  and  royal  marines, 

under 
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under  the  orders  of  Captain  Don¬ 
nelly,  to  a d;  with  the  troops ;  and, 
as  I  faw  no  advantage  could  refiilt 
from  any  effort  of  fhips  againft  a 
ilrong  fortrefs,  well  defended  at  all 
points,  and  which,  from  the  fhal- 
lownefs  of  the  water,  could  not  be 
approached  within  a  didance  to 
allow  (hot  to  be  of  any  ufe,  I  dif- 
pofed  the  fqtiadron  fo  as  to  prevent 
any  efcape  from  the  harbour,  as 
well  as  to  impede  a  communication 
between Colonnaand  Buenos  Ayres, 
and  confined  my  whole  attention  to 
give  every  poffible  alMance  in  for¬ 
warding  the  fiege,  by  landing  guns 
from  the  line  of  battle  fhips,  with 
ammunition,  (lores,  provifions,  and 
every  thing  required  by  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  forces. 

Thediffance  which  the  fhips  lay 
from  the  fhore,  with  the  almoft 
conftant  high  winds  and  fwell  we 
had,  and  the  great  way  every 
thing  was  to  be  dragged  by  the 
feamen,  up  a  heavy  Tandy  road, 
made  the  duty  exceffively  labori¬ 
ous.  The  fquadron  had  almoft 
daily  fourteen  hundred  men  on 
fhore,  and  this  Chip  was  often  left 
with  only  thirty  men  on  board. 

The  defence  made  by  the  enemy 
protrafted  the  fiege  longer  than 
was  expe&ed,  and  reduced  our  flock 
of  powder  fo  low,  that  the  king's 
fhips,  with  all  the  tranfports,  and 
what  a  fleet  of  merchantmen  had 
for  fale,  could  not  have  furnifhed 
a  further  confumption  for  more 
than  two  days,  when  a  practicable 
breach  was  fortunately  made,  and 
von  the  3d  inflant,  early  in  the 
morning,  the  town  and  citadel 
were  moft  gallantly  carried  by 
ilorm. 

In  a  converfation  with  the  ge¬ 
neral  on  the  preceding  day,  I  had 


made  fuch  difpofttion  of  the  fmaller 
veflels  and  armed  boats,  as  ap¬ 
peared  moft  likely  to  anfwer  a  de¬ 
fied  purpofe ;  and  fo  foon  as  Fort 
Saint  Philip  was  in  pofTeflion  of 
the  ^  Britifh  troops.  Lieutenant 
William  Milne,  with  the  armed 
launches,  took  pofTeflion  of  the 
ifland  of  Rattones,  mounting  ten 
guns,  ana  garrifoned  by  fe verity 
men,  which  furrendered  without 
any  refiftance,  although  it  is  well 
adapted  for  defence,  and  might 
have  given  confiderable  annoyance. 

A  very  fine  frigate,  mounting  28 
guns,  was  fet  fire  to  by  her  crew, 
and  blew  up  with  an  awful  explo- 
flon ;  as  alfo  three  gun-boats,  but 
the  other  veflels  in  the  harbour 
were  faved  by  the  exertion  of  our 
people. 

It  has  been  much  the  cuftom  to 
fpeak  llightly  of  the  refiflanee  to 
be  expected  from  the  Spaniards  in 
this  country  ;  and  with  confidence 
of  the  facility  which  has  been 
given  to  naval  operations,  by  a 
prior  knowledge  of  the  river,  but 
the  battles  lately  fought  prove  the 
foi  mer  opinion  to  be  erroneous, 
and  experience  evinces  that  all  the 
information  hitherto  acquired  has 
not  prevented  the  moft  formidable 
difficulties. 

1  conduCl  of  the  captains, 
officers,  feamen,  and  royal  marines, 
of  the  fhips  and  veflels,  which  I 
kept  with  me  for  this  fervice,  has 
met  with  my  entire  approbation; 
and  I  feel  perfuaded  that  I  fhould 
have  had  occafion  to  exprefs  iny 
fatisfaftion  with  the  exertions  of 
the  officers  and  crews  of  the  Dio¬ 
mede  and  Prorecior,  if  I  had  not 
been  obliged  to  detach  them  on 
other  fervice; 

Charles  Stirling. 

Total, — . 
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Total. —6  feamen  killed,  28 
wounded,  4  miffing* 

The  fhips  taken  in  the  .harbour 
were  57,  belides  15  Hoop-rigged 
gun-boats;  6  row-boats  with  guns, 

A  Df patch  from  Lieutenant-  General 
Whiielocke ,  addrejfed  to  the  Right 
Lion,  W.  Windham,  of  nxihich  the 
following  is  a  copy* 

Buenos  Ayre$9  July  10 j  1807. 

Sir, 

1  have  the  honour  to  acquaint 
you,  for  the  information  of  his 
Majefcy,  that  upon  being  joined 
at  Monte  Video,  on  the  15th  of 
June,  by  the  corps  under  Brigadier 
General  Craufurd,  not  one  moment 
was  loll  by  Rear-Admiral  Murray 
and  myfelf  in  making  every  necef- 
fary  arrangement  for  the  attack  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  After  many  de¬ 
lays,  occaiioned  by  foul  winds,  a 
landing  was  effedled,  without  op- 
pofition,  on  the  28  th  of  the  fame 
month,  at  the  Enfinada  de  Barra¬ 
ge  n,  a  fmall  bay  about  30  miles  to 
the  ealiward  of  the  tpwn.  The 
corps  employed  on  this  expedition 
were  three  brigades  of  light  artil¬ 
lery,  under  Captain  Frafer  ;  the 
5th,  38th,  and  87th  regiments  of 
foot,  under  Brigadier-General  Sir 
S.  Auchmuty  ;  the  17th  light  dra¬ 
goons,  36th  and  88th  regiments, 
under  Brigadier- General  the  Hon, 
Wm.  Lumley  ;  eight  companies  of 
the  95th  regiment,  and  nine  light 
infantry  companies,  under  Briga¬ 
dier-General  Craufurd  ;  four  troops 
of  the  6th  dragoon  guards,  the  9th 
light  dragoons,  40th  and  45th  re¬ 
giments  of  foot,  under  Colonel  the 
Hon.  T.  Mahon;  all  the  dragoons 
being  difmounted,  except  four 
troops  of  the  17th,  under  Lieut. - 
Colonel  Lloyd.  After  fome  fa¬ 


tiguing  marches  through  a  country 
much  interfered  by  fwamps  and 
deep  muddy  rivulets,  the  army 
reached  Reduction,  a  village  about 
nine  miles  diHant  from  the  bridge 
over  the  Rio  Chuelo  ;  on  the  op- 
polite  bank  of  which  the  enemy 
had  conftruded  batteries,  and  efta- 
blifhed  a  formidable  line  of  defence, 
I  refolved,  therefore,  to  turn  this 
pofition,  by  marching  in  two  co¬ 
lumns  from  my  left,  and  eroding 
the  river  higher  up,  where  it  was 
reprefented  fordable,  to  unite  my 
force  in  the  fuburbs  of  Buenos 
Ayres.  I  fent  dire&ions  at  the 
fame  time  to  Colonel  Mahon,  who 
was  bringing  up  the  greater  part 
of  the  artillery  under  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  17th  light  dragoons 
and  40th  regiment,  to  wait  for 
further  orders  at  Reduction. 

Major-General  Levefon  Gower 
having  the  command  of  the  right 
column,  eroded  the  river  at  a  pafs 
called  the  Padb  Chico,  and  falling 
in  with  a  corps  of  the  enemy’s, 
gallantly  attacked  and  defeated  it, 
for  the  particulars  of  which  adion, 
I  beg  to  refer  you  to  the  annexed 
report.  Owing  to  the  ignorance 
of  my  guide,  it  was  not  until  the 
next  day  that  I  joined  with  the 
main  body  of  the  army,  when  I 
formed  my  line  by  placing  Briga¬ 
dier-General  Sir  S,  Auchmuty's 
brigade  upon  the  left,  extending 
it  towards  the  convent  of  the  Re- 
coleta,  from  which  it  was  diflant 
two  miles.  The  36th  and  38th 
regiments  being  on  its  right; 
Brigadier-General  CraufurdT  bri¬ 
gade  occupying  the  central  and 
principal  avenues  of  the  town, 
being  diftant  about  three  miles 
from  the  great  fquare  and  fort ; 
and  the  6th  dragoon  guards,  9th 
light  dragoons,  and  45th  regiment, 

being 
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being  upon  his  right,  and  extend¬ 
ing  towards  the  Refidencia.  The 
town  was  thus  nearly  invefted,  and 
this  difpeiltion  of  the  army,  and 
the  circumftances  of  the  town  and 
fuburbs  being  divided  into  fquares 
of  140  yards  each  fide,  together 
with  the  knowledge  that  the  enemy 
meant  to  occupy  the  Hat  roofs  of 
the  houfes,  gave  rife  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  plan  of  attack. 

Brigadier-General  Sir  S.  Auch- 
muty  was  directed  to  detach  the 
.38th  regiment  to  pollefs  itfelf  of 
the  Plaza  de  Toros,  and  the  adja¬ 
cent  Prong  ground,  and  there  take 
pop;  the  87th,  5th,  36th,  and 
38th  regiments,  were  each  divided 
into  wings,  and  each  wing  ordered 
to  penetrate  into  the  ftreet  direflly 
in  its  front.  The  light  battalion 
divided  Into  wings,  and  each  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  wing  of  the  95th  regi¬ 
ment  and  a  3-pounder,  was  ordered 
to  proceed  down  the  two  ftreets  on 
the  right  of  the  central  one,  and 
the  45th  regiment  down  the  two 
adjoining  ;  and  after  clearing  the 
ftreets  of  the  enemy,  this  latter 
regiment  was  to  take  poft  at  the 
Refidencia.  Two  6-pounders  were 
ordered  along  the  central  free!, 
.severed  by  the  carabineers  and 
three  troops  of  the  9th  light  dra¬ 
goons,  the  remainder  of  which  was 
polled  as  a  referve  in  the  centre. 
Each  divilion  was  ordered  to  pro¬ 
ceed  along  the  ftreet  diredly  in 
its  front,  till  it  arrived  at  the  lail 
fquare  of  houfes  next  the  river 
Plata  ;  of  which  it  was  to  pollefs 
itfelf,  forming  on  the  flat  roofs, 
and  there  wait  for  further  orders. 
The  95th  regiment  was  to  occupy 
two  of  the  moll  commanding  fitu~ 
ations,  from  which  it  could  annoy 
the  enemy.  Two  corporals  with 
tools  were  ordered  to  march  at  the 


head  of  each  column,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  breaking  open  the  doors  % 
the  whole  were  unloaded,  and  no 
firing  was  to  be  permitted  until 
the  columns  had  reached  their  final 
points,  and  formed ;  a  cannonade 
in  the  central  ftreets  was  the  fignal 
for  the  whole  to  come  forward. 

In  conformity  to  this  arrange¬ 
ment,  at  half  paft  fix  o’clock  of 
the  morning  of  the  5th  inft.  the 
38th  regiment  moving  towards  ii$ 
left,  and  the  87th  ftraight  to  its 
front,  approached  the  ftrong  poft 
of  the  Retiro  and  Plaza  de  Toros  ^ 
and  after  a  moft  vigorous  and  fpi- 
rlted  attack,  in  which  thefe  regi¬ 
ments  fufFered  much  from  grape- 
(hot  and  mulketry,  their  gal lan % 
commander,  Brigadier-General  Sir 
S.  Auchmuty,  poffefled  himfelf  of 
the  poll,  taking  32  pieces  of  can* 
non,  an  immenfe  quantity  of  am¬ 
munition,  and  600  prifoners.  The 
5th  regiment,  meeting  with  but 
little  oppofition,  proceeded  to  the 
river,  and  took  poilefiion  of  the 
church  and  convent  of  St.  Catalina. 
The  36th  and  88ta  regiments* 
under  Brigadier-General  Lurnley* 
moving  in  the  appointed  order, 
were  foon  oppofed  by  a  heavy  and 
continued  fire  of  mulketry  from 
the  tops  and  windows  of  the 
houfes  ;  the  doors  of  which  were 
barricadoed  in  fo  ftrong  a  manner, 
as  to  render  them  almoft  impoffible 
to  force.  The  ftreets  were  inter¬ 
fered  by  deep  ditches,  in  the  inlkie 
of  which  were  planted  cannon, 
pouring  Blowers  of  grape  on  the 
advancing  columns.  In  defiance, 
however,  of  this  oppofition,  the 
36th  regiment,  headed  by  the  gal¬ 
lant  general,  reached  its  final  def. 
tination  ;  but  the  8  8th  being  nearer 
to  the  fort  and  principal  defences 
of  the  enemy,  were  fo  weakened 
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by  his  fire  as  to  be  totally  over¬ 
powered  and  taken.  The  flank  of 
the  36th  being  thus  expofed,  this 
regiment,  together  with  the  5th, 
retired  upon  Sir  S.  Auchmuty’s 
poll  at  the  Plaza  de  Toros;  not, 
however,  before  Lieutenant-Colo¬ 
nel  Burne,  and  the  grenadier  com¬ 
pany  of  the  36th  regiment,  had 
an  opportunity  of  diftinguifhing 
themielves,  by  charging  about  800 
of  the  enemy,  and  taking  and 
fpiking  two  guns.  The  two 
6-pounders  moving  up  the  central 
ilreets  meeting  with  a  very  fupe- 
rior  fire,  the  four  troops  of  the 
carabineers,  led  on  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Kingfton,  advanced  to 
take  the  battery  oppofed  to  them  ; 
but  this  gallant  officer  being  un¬ 
fortunately  wounded,  as  well  as 
Captain  Burrell,  next  in  command, 
and  the  fire  both  from  the  battery 
and  houfes  proving  very  deftruc- 
tive,  they  retreated  to  a  fhort  dif- 
fance,  but  continued  to  occupy  a 
pofition  in  front  of  the  enemy’s 
principal  defences,  and  confidera- 
bly  in  advance  of  that  which  they 
had  taken  ip  the  morning. 

The  left  divifion  of  Brigadier- 
General  Craufurd’s  brigade,  under 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Pack,  paffed  on 
nearly  to  the  river,  and  turning  to 
the  left,  approached  the  great 
fquare,  with  the  intention  of  pof- 
fefling  itfelf  of  the  Jefuits’  college, 
a  fituation  which  commanded  the 
enemy’s  principal  line  of  defence. 
But  from  the  very  deftru&ive  na¬ 
ture  of  his  fire,  this  was  found  im¬ 
practicable,  and  after  fuftaining  a 
heavy  lofs,  one  part  of  the  divifion 
throwing  itfelf  into  a  houfe  which 
was  afterwards  not  found  tenable, 
was  fhcrtly  obliged  to  furrender, 
whilft*  the  remaining  part,  after 
enduring  4  dreadful  fire  with  the 


greatefl  intrepidity,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Pack,  its  commander, 
being  wounded,  retired  upon  the 
right  divifion  commanded  by  Bri¬ 
gadier-General  Craufurd  himfelf. 
This  divifion  having  pafied  quite 
through  to  the  river  Plata,  turned 
alfo  to  the  left  to  approach  the 
great  fquare  and  fort  from  the 
north-eafi  baftion,  of  which  it  was 
diftant  about  400  yards,  when 
Brigadier-General  Craufurd,  leav¬ 
ing  the  fate  of  his  left  divifion, 
thought  it  moil  advifable  to  take 
poflfeflion  of  the  convent  of  St. 
Domingo,  near  which  he  then  was, 
intending  to  proceed  onwards  to 
the  Francifcan  church,  which  lay 
ftill  nearer  the  fort,  if  the  attack 
or  fuccefs  of  any  other  of  our  co¬ 
lumns  Ihould  free  him  in  fome 
meafure  from  the  hoft  of  enemies 
which  furrounded  him.  The  45  th 
regiment  being  further  from  the 
enemy’s  centre,  had  gained  the 
Refidencia  without  much  oppofi- 
tion,  •  and  Lieut. -Colonel  Guard 
having  it  in  poflfeflion  of  his  batta¬ 
lion  companies,  moved  down  with 
the  grenadier  company  towards 
the  centre  of  the  town,  and  joined 
Brigadier. General  Craufurd. 

The  enemy,  who  now  furround¬ 
ed  the  convent  on  all  fides,  at¬ 
tempting  to  take  a  3 -pounder 
which  lay  in  the  llreet,  the  lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel,  with  his  company, 
and  a  few  light  infantry  under 
Major  Trotter,  charged  them  with 
great  fpirit.  In  an  inftant,  the 
greater  part  of  his  company  and 
Major  Trotter  (an  officer  of  great 
merit)  were  killed,  but  the  gun 
was  faved.  The  brigadier-gene¬ 
ral  was  now  obliged  to  confine 
himfelf  to  the  defence  of  the  con¬ 
vent,  from  which  the  riflemen  kept 
¥p  a  well  dire&cd  fire  upon  fuch  of 
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the  enemy  as  approached  the  poll ; 
but  the  quantity  of  round  (hot, 
grape,  and  raufketry,  to  which  they 
tie  re  expofed,  at  iait  obliged  them 
to  quit  the  top  of  the  building, 
and  the-  enemy,  to  the  number  of 
6000,  bringing  up  cannon  to  force 
the  wooden  gates  which  fronted 
the  fort,  the  brigadier- general 
having  no  communication  with 
any  other  columns,  and  judging 
from  the  ceffatkm  of  bring  that 
thofe  next  him  bad  not  been  fuc- 
cefsful,  furreodered  at  four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon. 

The  refult  of  this  day's  aCtion 
fiad  left  me  in  pofTeHIon  of  the 
Plaza  de  Toros,  a  ifrong  pod  on 
the  enemyss  right,  and  the  Reft- 
dencia,  another  ftrong  poll  on  his 
left,  wflillt  I  occupied  an  advanced 
pofition  oppohte  his  centre  ;  but 
thefe  advantages  had  coil  about 
2500  men  in  killed,  wounded,  and 
prifoners.  The  nature  of  the  fire, 
to  which  the  troops  h%re  expofed, 
was  violent  in  the  extreme.  Grape 
{hot  at  the  corners  of  all  the  llreets, 
mufketry,  hand-grenades,  bricks 
and  Hones  from  the  tops  of  all  the 
houfes,  every  houfeh older  with  his 
negroes  defended  his  dwelling, 
each  of  which  was  in  itfelf  a  for- 
trefs,  and  it  is  not,  perhaps,  too 
much  to  fay,  that  the  whole  male 
population  of  Buenos  Ayres  was 
employed  in  its  defence. 

This  was  the  fituation  of  the 
army  on  the  morning  of  the  6th 
inftant,  when  General  Liniers  ad- 
dreifed  a  letter  to  me,  offering  to 
give  up  all  his  prifoners  taken  in 
the  late  affair,  together  with  the 
ytft  regiment,  and  others  taken 
with  Brigadier-General  Beresford, 
if  I  defifted  from  any  further  at¬ 
tack  on  the,  town,  and  withdrew 
/bis  Maj city's  forces  from  the  river 


Plata,  intimating,  t|t  the  fame 
time,  from  the  exafperated  Hate  of 
the  populace,  lie  could  not  anfwer 
for  the  fafety  of  the  prifoners,  if 
I  perfified  in  offend  ve  meafures,. 
Influenced  by  this  confideratlois, 
(which  I  knew  from  better  autho¬ 
rity  to  be  founded  in  faff)  and 
resettling  of  how  little  advantage 
would  be  the  poffeffion  of  a  coun¬ 
try,  the  inhabitants  of  which  were 
fo  abfolutely  holiile,  I  refolvedito 
forego  the  advantages  which  the 
bravery  of  the  troops  had  obtained, 
and  acceded  to  the  annexed  treaty, 
which  I  trull  will  meet  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  his  Majefty. 

I  have  nothing  further  to  add, 
except  to  mention,  in  terms  of  the 
higheft  praife,  the  conduct  of  Rear- 
Admiral  Murray,  whole  cordial 
co-operation  has  never  been  want¬ 
ing  whenever  the  army  could  be 
benefited  by  bis  exertions.  Capt. 
Rowley,  of  the  royal  navy,  com¬ 
manding  the  feamen  on  fliore, 
Capt.  Baynton,  of  his  MajeftyT 
fhip  Africa,  who  faperintended  the 
difembarkation,  and  Capt.  Thomp- 
fon,  of  the  Fly,  who  had  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  gim-boats,  and  had 
previoufty  rendered  me  much  for- 
vice  by  reconnoitring  the  river, 
are  all  entitled  to  my  bell  thanks. 

As  his  character  already  Hands 
fo  high,  it  is  aimoft  unneceftary  ta 
Hate,  that  from  my  fecond  in  cairu 
mand,  Major-General  Levefon 
Gower,  I  have  experienced  every 
zealous  and  ufeful  affiftance  ;  my 
thanks  are  likewife  due  to  Briga¬ 
dier-General  Sir  S.  Auchmur.y  and 
JLumley,  and  to  Colonel  Mahon, 
and  Brigadier-General  Craufurd, 
commanding  brigades.  I  cannot 
fufficiently  bring  to  notice  the  un¬ 
common  exertions  of  Captain  Fra- 
fer,  commanding  the  rova^  anil- 
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lery,  the  fertility  of  whofe  mind, 
zeal,  and  animation,  in  all  cafes 
left  difficulties  behind.  Captain 
Squires  of  the  Royal  Engineers  is 
alfo  entitled  to  my  bed  thanks ; 
nor  fhould  1  omit  the  gallant  con¬ 
duct  of  Major  Nicholls  of  the 
45th  regt.  who  on  the  morning  of 
the  6th  infl.  being  preffed  by  the 
enemy  near  the  Refidencia,  charged 
them  with  great  fpirit,  and  took 
two  howitzers  and  many  prifoners. 
Lieut.-col.  Bradford,  deputy  adj. 
general,  has  likewife  a  great  claim 
to  my  approbation  as  a  gallant  and 
prom  if  ng  officer. 

The  officers  of  my  perfonal 
fteff,  Lieut.-col.  Torrens,  military 
fecretary.  Captains  Brown,  Fofter, 
Douglas,  and  Whittingham,  aides 
de  camp,  mud  alfo  be  mentioned 
by  me  in  terms  of  jud  regard  ;  the 
knowledge  which  the  latter  pof- 
feffes  of  the  Spanifh  language  has 
been  eminently  ufeful  to  me. 

This  dilpatch  will  be  delivered 
to  you  by  Lieut.-col.  Bourke,  de¬ 
puty  quarter-mader-general,  who 
has  afforded  me  that  abidance 
which  might  be  looked  for  from 
m  officer  of  his  military  talents 
and  attachment  to  the  fervice  ;  to 
whom  I  beg  to  recommend  you  for 
any  further  particulars  refpefting 
the  military  operations  in  this  part 
of  the  world, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  See. 

J.  Whitelocke, 
Lieut.  Gen/* 

Return  cf  the  Killed ,  Wounded ,  and 
Miffing  of  the  Troops  under  the 
Command  of  Lieut.  Gen .  White • 
locke ,  between  the  2$th  of  June , 
the  day  of  the  landing  at  Enfm 
nada ,  to  the  \th  of  July ,  1807, 
incluf've . 

Light  batt.  1  lieut.  wounded 


87th  reg.  5  rank  and  file,  killed. 
88th  reg.  8  rank  and  file,  killed; 
1  lieut.  8  rank  and  file,  wounded. 
95  th  reg.  1  fergeant,  1  rank  and 
file  killed;  1  captain,  1  lieut.  1 
enfign,  2  fergeants,  10  rank  and 
file,  wounded. ^ — Total  1  ferjeant, 
14  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  1  cap¬ 
tain,  3  lieutenants,  1  enfign,  2  fer- 
jeants,  18  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

Officers  of  the  Light  Battalion 
fe<verely  wounded . — 87  th  reg.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Crowe.  —88th  reg.  Lieut. 
Thompfon. — 95th  reg.  Capt.  El¬ 
der;  Lieutenants  Noble  and  Coane. 

(Signed)  Thomas  Bradford, 
Dep.  Adj.  Gen. 

Return  of  killed ,  wounded,  and 
miffing ,  on  the  attack  of  the  city  of 
Buenos  Ayres ,  the  $th  of  July, 
1807.— Royal  nav3h  1  lieutenant 
wounded  ;  2  feamen  miffing.— 
Royal  Horfe  Artillery,  3  rank  and 
file  killed  •  1  ferjeant,  1  drummer, 
6  rank  an®  file  wounded  ;  3  rank, 
and  file  miffing.— -Royal  Foot  Ar¬ 
tillery,  1  lieutenant,  2  rank  and 
file  wounded. — Gun  Drivers,  3 
rank  and  file  killed. -r-6th  Dra¬ 
goon  Guards,  1  captain,  1  ferjeant, 
13  rank  and  file  killed;  1  lieut.- 
col.  1  ferjeant,  19  rank  and  file 
wounded  ;  1  quarter-mafter,  2 

rank  and  file  miffing. — 9th  Light 
Dragoons,  1  ftafF,  3  rank  and  file 
killed  ;  1  lieutenant,  2  ferjeants, 

1  drummer,  J  3  rank  and  file 
wounded  ;  1  rank  and  file  miffing. 
—Light  Batt.  1  major,  1  lieute¬ 
nant,  3  ferjeants,  24  rank  and  file 
killed  ;  2  lieutenant-qolonels,  2 
captains,  5  lieutenants,  4  ferjeants, 

1  drummer,  57  rank  and  file 
wounded  ;  62  rank  and  file  miff¬ 
ing. — 5  th  Regt.  1  ferjeant,  1 
drummer,  1 2  rank  and  file  killed  ; 

1  major,  1  ferjeant,  2  drummers, 
43  rank  and  file  wounded  ;  2  fer¬ 
jeants,, 
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jeantfi,  i  drummer,  2 1  rank  and 
file  miffing.- — 36th  Regt.  2  cap. 
tains,  25  rank  and  file  killed  ;  3 
captains,  4  lieutenants,  3  ferjeants, 

2  drummers,  39  rank  and  file 
wounded  ;  2  ftaff,  1 1  rank  and 
file  miffing. -—3 8th  Regt.  1  lieut. 

8  rank  and  file  killed  ;  1  enfign, 
r  volunteer,  2  ferjeants,  1  drum¬ 
mer,  38  rank  and  file  wounded  ;  1 
rank  and  file  miffing. — 40th  Regt. 

2  rank  and  file  killed  ;  1  rank 
and  file  wounded. — 45th  Regt. 
14  rank  and  file  killed;  1  capt. 
j  lieut.  4  ferjeants,  41  rank  and 
file  wounded  ;  1  rank  and  file  miff-  a 
ing. — 47th  Regt.  1  rank  and  file 
killed  ;  i  lieut.  2  rank  and  file 
wounded  ;  1  rank  and  file  miffing. 

• — 87th  Regt.  2  captains,  1  lieut. 

1  ftafF,  z  ferjeants,  1  drummer,  51 
rank  and  file  killed  ;  1  major,  4 
captains,  5  lieutenants,  1  ftafF,  8 
ferjeants,  1  drummer,  108  rank 
and  file  wounded  ;  14  rank  and 
file  miffing. — 88th  Regt.  1  lieut. 

1  enfign,  1  ftafF,  8  ferjeants,  70 
rank  and  file  killed  ;  1  major,  4 
captains,  6  lieutenants,  1  ftafF,  7 
ferjeants,  98  rank  and  file  wound¬ 
ed  •  2  drummers,  38  rank  and  file 
miffing. — 95'th  Regt.  1  captain,  2 
ferjeants,  2  drummers,  36  rank 
and  file  killed  ;  2  majors,  1  cap¬ 
tain,  5  lieutenants,  8  ferjeants,  2 
drummers,  73  rank  and  file  wound¬ 
ed  ;  2  ferjeants,  2  drummers,  39 
rank  and  file  miffing.-— -Total,  1 
major,  6  captains,  4  lieutenants, 

1  enfign,  3  ftafF,  17  ferjeants,  4 
drummers,  265  rank  and  file  kill¬ 
ed  ;  3  lieutenant-colonels,  3  ma¬ 
jors,  15  captains,  30  lieutenants, 

1  enfign,  2  ftafF,  i  volunteer,  41 
ferjeants,  1 1  drummers,  540  rank 
and  file  wounded  ;  2  ftafF,  1  quar- 
ter-mafter,  4  ferjeants,  5  drum¬ 
mers,  196  rank  and  file  miffing. 
Vol.  XLIX.  or  Vol.  VII,  Ne 


Names  of  officers  killed. — Light 
Batt.  Major  Trotter,  of  the  87th  ; 
Lieut.  Hamilton,  of  ditto. — 6th 
Dragoon  Guards,  Capt.  Burrell. 
—  9th  Light  Dragoons, Veterinary 
Surgeon  Landers. —  36th  Regt* 
Captains  Williamfon  and  John- 
fon.« — 38th  Regt.  Lieut.  Fallon* 
-—87th  Regt.  Captains  Confidine 
and  Johnfon  ;  Lieutenant  Barry  ; 
Qua  r  te  r-  Maft  er  Bu cha nan . — 8  8  th 
Regt.  Lieutenant  Hall  ;  Enfign 
M ‘Gregor;  Afiiftant-Surgeon  Fer- 
gufon. — 97th  Regt.  Captain  Jen» 
kinfon. 

Names  of  officers  .wounded. . — * 
Lieut,  Squarey,  of  the  royal  navy, 
flightly.  Lieutenant  Macono- 
chie,  Royal  Artillery,  ditto. 
Lieut.  Col.  Kingfton,  6th  Dra¬ 
goon  Guards,  feverely.  Lieut. 

. Cowdall,  9th  Light  Dragoons, 
flightly. — Light  Batt.  Lieut.  Col. 
Pack,  71ft  Regt.  flightly.  Lieut. 
Col,  Cadogan,  1 8 th  Regt.  ditto, 
Lieut.  Smith,  40th  Regt.  feverely. 
Capt.  Greenwell,  45th  Regt.  ditto. 
Lieut.  Cox,  87th  Regt.  flightly. 
Lieut.  Nickle,  88th  Regt.  ditto. 
Lieut.  Bury,  of  ditto,  flightly. 
Capt.  Brockman,  71ft  Regt.  dan- 
gerouily.  Lieut.  Adamfon,  of 
ditto,  feverely. 

5th  Regiment,—- Hon.  Major 
King,  flightly. 

36th  Regt.— Capt.  Swain,  fTe* 
verely.  Capt.  Vernon,  flightly* 
Capt,  Wingfield,  feverely.  Lieut. 
Cotton,  ditto.  Lieut.  Challoner, 
flightly.  Lieut.  White,  feverely. 
Lieut.  Whittel,  ditto. 

38ft!  Regt. — Enfign  Wiltfhire@ 
feverely.  Volunteer  Henry  de 
Waal,  ditto. 

45  th  Regt,— Capt.  Pavne,  fe« 
verely.  Lieut.  Moore,  ditto. 

47th  Regt.— Lieut-.  Rutledge, 
feverely. 

w  Series,  *  K  87th 
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87th  Regt,- — 'Major  Miller,  fe¬ 
verely.  Capt.  Rofe,  dangeroufly. 
Capt.  Blake,  flightly.  Capt.  Des 
Barres,  ditto.  Capt.  Gordon,  fe¬ 
verely.  Lieut.  Love,  flightly. 
Lieut.  Hill,  ditto.  Lieut.  O’Brien, 
feverely.  Lieut.  Budd,  flightly. 
Lieut.  Fitzgerald,  Affiflant-Sur- 
geon  Buxton,  dangeroufly. 

88  th  Regt. — Major  I  remonger, 
flightly.  Capt.  M‘Pherfon,  ditto. 
Capt.  Chifholm,  ditto.  Captain 
Dunn,  ditto.  Capt.  Thompfon, 
ditto.  Lieut.  Adair,  feverely. 
Lieut.  Graydon,  ditto.  Lieut. 
Whittle,  ditto.  Lieut.  Buller, 
ditto.  Lieut.  Mackie,  flightly. 
Lieut.  Gregg,  ditto.  Adjutant 
Robertfon,  ditto. 

75th  Regt. — Major  M‘Leod, 
flightly.  Major  Travers,  ditto. 
Capt.  O’Hare,  feverely.  Lieut. 
Cardoux,  ditto.  Lieut.  M‘Lead, 
ditto.  Lieut.  Scott,  ditto.  Lieut. 
Turner,  ditto.  Lieut.  M‘Cullock, 
flightly. 

Names  of  officers  miffing. — 36th 
Regt.  Surgeon  Boyce.  Aftiftant- 
Surgeon  Read. 

Recapitulation.  Killed. — • 

1  major,  6  captains,  4  lieutenants, 

1  enfign,  3  ftaff,  18  ferjeants,  4 
drummers,  279  rank  and  file — 31  6. 
Wounded — -3  lieutenant-colonels,  3 
majors,  16  captains,  33  lieutenants, 

2  enfigns,  2  ftaff,  1  volunteer,  43 
ferjeants,  11  drummers,  338  rank 
and  file — 674.  Miffing . — 2  ftaff, 
1  quarter-mailer,  4  ferjeants,  3 
drummers,  1 96  rank  and  file — 208. 
Total— 316  killed,  674  wounded, 
2c8  miffing — 1198. — The  Light 
Company  of  the  71ft  Regiment, 
attached  to  the  Light  Battalion, 
fuffered  feverely,  but  no  correct 
return  of  their  lofs  has  been  re¬ 
ceived.  The  prifoners  have  all 
been  exchanged. 


A  Definitive  Treaty  betnjoeen  the  Ge~ 
nerals  in  Chief  of  his  Britannic 
Majefty  and  of  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jejly,  as  per  the  following  Ar+ 
tides . 

I.  There  fha.ll  be  from  this  time 
a  ceffation  of  hoftilities  on  both 
fides  of  the  river  Plata. 

II.  The  troops  of  his  Britannic 
Majefty  fhall  retain,  for  the  period 
of  two  months,  the  fortrefs  and 
place  of  Monte  Video,  and,  as  2 
neutral  country,  there  fhall  becon- 
fidered  a  line  drawn  from  San 
Carlos  on  the  weft,  to  Pando  on 
the  eaft,  and  there  fhall  not  be  on 
any  part  of  that  line  hoftilities 
committed  on  any  fide,  the  neu¬ 
trality  being  underftood  only  that 
the  individuals  of  both  nations 
may  live  freely  under  their  refpec- 
tive  laws,  the  Spanifti  fubjedls  be» 
ing  judged  by  theirs,  as  the  En¬ 
gl  ifh  by  thofe  of  their  nation. 

III.  There  fhall  be  on  both  fides 
a  mutual  reftitution  of  prifoners, 
including  not  only  thofe  which 
have  been  taken  fince  the  arrival 
of  the  troops/ under  Lieut.  Gen. 
Whitelocke,  but  alfo  all  thofe  his 
Britannic  Majefty ’s  fubjedls  cap¬ 
tured  in  South  America  fince  the 
commencement  of  the  war. 

IV.  That  for  the  prompteft 
difpatch  of  the  veflels  and  troops 
of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  there 
fhall  be  no  impediment  thrown  in 
the  way  of  the  fupplies  of  provi- 
fions  which  may  be  requefted  for 
Monte  Video. 

V.  A  period  of  ten  days,  from 
tins  time,  is  given,  for  the  re-em- 
barkation  of  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty’s  troops  to  pafs  to  the  north 
fide  of  the  river  La  Plata,  with 
the  arms  which  may  actually  be  in 

their 
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their  power,  dores,  and  equipage, 
at  the  mod  convenient  points  which 
may  be  fele&ed,  and  during  this 
time  provifions  may  be  fold  to 
them. 

VI.  That  at  the  time  of  the 
delivery  of  the  place  and  fortrefs 
of  Monte  Video,  which  (hail  take 
place  at  the  end  of  the  two  months 
fixed  in  the  fecond  article,  the  de¬ 
livery  will  be  made  in  the  terms 
it  was  found,  and  with  the  artillery 
it  had  when  it  was  taken, 

VII.  Three  officers  of  rank 
fhall  be  delivered  for  and  until  the 
fulfilment  of  the  above  articles  by 
both  parties,  being  well  underflood 
that  his  Britannic  Majefty’s  offi¬ 
cers  who  have  been  on  their  parole, 
cannot  ferve  againft  South  Ame¬ 
rica  until  their  arrival  in  Europe. 

Done  at  the  Fort  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  the  7th  day  of  July,  1807, 
figning  two  of  one  tenor. 

John  Whitelocke, 
Lieut.  Gen.  Commanding, 
George  Murray, 
Rear  Adm.  Commanding. 
Santiago  Liniers, 
Cesar  Balbiani. 
Bernardo  Velascos. 

Canal  of  Miferalay  July  3,  iSoy* 
“  Sir, 

({  I  have  the  honour  to  report 
to  you,  for  the  information  of  the 
Lieut.  Gen.  Whitelocke,  that  the 
advanced  corps  under  my  com¬ 
mand,  confiding  of  3  companies  of 
the  95th  light  battalion,  36th  and 
88th  regt.  with  2  three,  and  2  fix 
pounders,  advanced  from  the  pofi- 
tion  I  had  taken  up  in  front  of  the 
Tillage  of  the  Reduction,  and  after 
making  a  confiderable  detour  from 
the  badnefs  of  the  roads,  I  crofifed 
the  Chuelo  at  the  Chico  Pafs,  from 


thence  I  continued  my  route, 
through  very  ftrongly  inclofed,  and 
difficult  ground,  till  the  head  of 
the  column  arrived  at  the  junction 
of  two  roads,  about  5:00  yards 
from  the  Canal  of  Miferala.  At 
the  fame  moment  that  we  difco- 
vered  the  enemy,  they  commenced 
a  heavy,  though,  after  the  firfl 
round,  not  well  directed  fire  of 
(hot  and  (hells.  My  artillery 
having  been  left  in  the  rear,  under 
the  protection  of  3  companies  of 
Brig.  Gen.  Lnmley’s  brigade,  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  inability  of  the  horfes 
to  bring  it  up  at  the  fame  rate  at 
which  the  infantry  marched,  I  di¬ 
rected  an  immediate  attack  to  be 
made  on  their  left  Hank  with  the 
bayonet,  which  was  executed  by 
Brig.  Gen.  Cranford  in  the  mod 
perfeCl  manner  with  his  brigade, 
and  he  was  fo  well  feconded  by  the 
gallantry  of  Lieut.  Col.  Pack,  and 
Major  Travers,  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  95th,  and  light  batta¬ 
lion,  that  in  5  minutes  the  enemy’s 
force,  though  ftrongly  polled  be- 
hind  hedges  and  embankments, 
gave  way,  leaving  about  60  killed 
and  70  prifoners,  with  all  their  ar¬ 
tillery,  confiding  of  9  -guns,  1 
howitzer,  3  tumbrils  with  limbers 
complete. 

I  beg  to  date  that  the  con- 
duft  of  every  officer  and  foldier , 
engaged,  was  admirable  ;  and  that 
I  am  alfo  under  great  obligations 
to  Brig.  Gen.  Lumley  for  his  ex¬ 
ertions  to  take  a  (hare  in  the  ac¬ 
tion,  but  which  alone  the  very  ex* 
haufted  date  of  his  regiments,  from 
the  fe verity  of  the  march,  prevent¬ 
ed.  Immediately  after  I  farmed# 
I  found  that  he  had  taken  a  stood 

,  o 

pofition  on  the  right  of  the  light 
brigade,  to  fupport  it  in  cafe  of  re¬ 
attack. 
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I  am  happy  to  add,  our  lofs 
has  been  but  trifling,  not  exceed-, 
ing  14  rank  and  file  kill'  d,  5  offi¬ 
cers,  and  25  rank  and  file  wounded. 
The  ex  aft  returns  I  have  not  been 
able  to  obtain. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  & c. 

( Signed )  J  L  EVESON  Go  WE  R, 
Major  General. 
Lieut.  Col.  Torrens, 
Military  Secretary.” 

AbjrraB  of  Ordnance  of  Stores ,  cap¬ 
tured  from  the  Enemy  in  the  Sub¬ 
urbs  and  City  of  Buenos  Ay  res ,  on 
the  2 d  and  qth  of  Julyy  1807. 

43  Garrifon  and  field  pieces  of 
different  calibres,  and  mounted  on 
travelling  carriages. 

About  25,000  round  (hot  for 
field  pieces,  of  various  calibres ; 
and  about  100b  (hells  for  mortars, 
of  various  natures  ;  and  aearfenal, 
containing  every  defcription  of 
ammunition  and  military  (lores ; 
of  which  a  return  will  be  given  as 
foon  as  poffible. 

(Signed)  Aug.  S.  Frazer, 

Capt.  Horfe  Artillery, 
Commanding. 

To  his  Exc .  Lieut.  Gen.  Whitelocke3 
Commander  of  the  Forces . 

Admiralty  Office ,  Sept.  12,  1807. 

lyfpatche^  of  which  the  following 
Copies  and  ExtraBsy  have 
this  day  been  received  at  this 
Office  from  Rear  Admiral  Mur¬ 
ray ,  addreffed  to  William  Mars- 
de  n ,  E/q. 

Nereidey  off  Tarragon , 
June  30,  1807. 

sc  Sir, 

I  did  myfelf  the  honour  of 
informing  you,  by  the  Jaft  oppor¬ 


tunity  which  failed  from  Monte 
Video,  of  my  proceeding  from  St. 
Helena  until  my  arrival  off  Monte 
Video  with  the  fquadron  and 
tranfports  under  my  orders,  a  du¬ 
plicate  of  which  letter  I  now 
tranfmit. 

Rear  Admiral  Stirling  had 
made  every  neceffary  arrangement 
for  the  intended  expedition  before 
my  arrival  •  it  being  neceffary  on 
account  of  the  fhoals  in  the  river, 
that  the  line  of  battle  (hips  fhould 
remain  at  anchor  off  Monte  Video, 
as  well  as  for  the  protection  of 
that  place.  I  directed  Admiral 
Stirling  to  remain  with  them. 

On  the  feventeenth  inftant,  the 
fecond  divifion  of  troops,  confin¬ 
ing  of  all  thofe  who  had  come  out 
with  Gen,  Craufurd,  being  ready 
to  proceed  to  Colonia,  where  Gen. 
Whitelocke  wifhed  the  whole  to 
be  affembled,  Capt,  Prevoff,  in  his 
Majefty ’s  fhip  Saracen,  taking 
with  him  the  Encounter  gun  brig 
and  Paz  fchooner,  failed  with  the 
tranfports. 

Ont  he  1 8th,  213  marines  of  the 
fquadron  were  landed  at  Monte 
Video,  by  requeft  of  the  General, 
to  flrengthen  the  garrifon.  I  like- 
wife  ordered  440  feamen  to  be 
ready  to  land,  under  the  command 
of  Captains  Rowley,  Prevoft,  and 
Joyce,  with  a  proportion  of  officers 
ro  affiff  in  working  the  artillery,  to 
go  up  in  the  frigates,  and  Captain 
Bayntun  to  proceed  up  the  North 
Channel  to  Colonia,  in  the  Haugh¬ 
ty  gun  brig,  with  6  gun  boat?-, 
fSpanifh  prizes  captured  at  Monte 
Video  :-}  the  Medufa,  Nereide,  and 
Thifbe,  to  receive  the  feamen  in¬ 
tended  to  land,  and  3  boats  from 
each  of  the  line  of  battle  (hips. 

On  the  2  iff,  the  wind  moderat¬ 
ing,  I  fhifted  my  flag  to  the  Ne- 

rcide, 
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reide,  and  Gen.  Whitelocke  did 
me  the  Honour  of  accompanying 
me  ;  and  having  directed  Captain 
Bouverie,  in  the  Medufa,  and 
Capt.  Shepheard,  in  the  Thifbe,  to 
proceed  with  the  Rolla  and  Olym¬ 
pia,  and  the  laft  divifion  of  the 
troops,  at  noon  weighed  and  flood 
to  the  fouthward,  where  we  an¬ 
chored  in  three  fathom  water. 

On  the  24th,  we  anchored  be¬ 
tween  ifnfinada  de  Barragon  and 
the  northern  fhore,  the  winds  and 
weather  having  prevented  our  get¬ 
ting  to  the  weft  ward  of  the  Oltez 
Bank  before.  The  General  and 
myfelf  finding  time  would  be  lofl 
by  going  with  this  divifion  to  Co- 
lonia,  fent  for  the  troops  to  join  at 
this  anchorage  ;  Gen.  Gower  went 
for  them,  with  orders  from  General 
Whitelocke  to  evacuate  Colonia, 
if  he  thought  it  necefiary  ;  Colo¬ 
nia  was  accordingly  evacuated. 

On  the  27th  the  troops  from 
Colonia  joined,  with  the  Fly, 
Pheafant,  Haughty,  and  the  gun 
boats.  I  ordered  the  Paz  up  the 
river,  with  di  regions  to  the 
Staunch  and  ProteHor  gun  brigs 
to  join  me. 

The  tranfports  having  the 
troops  and  artillery  on  board,  be¬ 
ing  in  three  divifiona,  I  direded 
Capt.  Thompfon,  in  the  Fly,  who 
had  made  himfelf  acquainted  with 
the  river,  and  particularly  the 
place  intended  for  landing,  which 
was  near  Barragon,  to  lead  the 
firfl  divifion,  having  with  him  the 
Dolores  fchooner  and  4  gun  boats ; 
Capt.  Palmer,  in  the  Pheafant,  to 
lead  the  fecond  divifion,  with  the 
Haughty  and  two  gun  boats  ;  and 
Capt.  Prevofl,  in  the  Saracen,  to 
bring  up  the  rear  of  the  third  di- 
vilion ,  Captains  Bayntum  and 


Corbet  to  fuperintend  the  landing 
of  the  troops. 

At  day  light  on  the  28th,  the 
wind  being  favourable,  I  made  the 
fignal  to  the  Fly  to  weigh  with 
the  firfl  divifion,  and  immediately 
after  a  general  fignal  to  weigh, 
having  ordered  the  Rolla  to  be 
placed  on  the  weft  end  of  the  bank, 
as  a  guide  to  the  fliips  to  join,  I 
fhifted  my  flag  to  the  Flying  Fifh, 
and  Gen.  Whitelocke  went  in  with 
me.  As  foon  as  the  firfl  divifion 
*  of  tranfports  anchored,  I  made  the 
fignal  to  get  into  the  boats,  and 
immediately  afterwards  to  put  off'. 

Soon  after  9  A.  M.  the  firfl 
boats,  with  Brig.  Gen.  Craufurdhs 
divifion,  landed  about  a  mile  to  the 
weftward  of  the  fort,  from  which 
the  enemy  had  feme  time  before 
withdrawn  their  guns. 

A  creek  being  found  foon  after 
the  firfl  boats  landed,  the  whole 
were  got  on  fhore  without  any  op- 
pofition,  or  any  accident,  except 
that  feveral  of  the  tranfports  were 
aground,  but  got  off  without  da¬ 
mage. 

The  condud  of  the  officers  and 
men  on  this  occafion  induced  me 
to  give  out  the  accompanying  ge¬ 
neral  order :  200  Teamen,  under 
the  orders  of  Captains  Rowley  and 
Joyce,  were  thought  fufficient  to 
land  for  the  prefen  t ;  and  I  feel 
much  indebted  to  thofe  officers 
who  had  made  themfelves  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  river,  and  pilot¬ 
ed  the  fquadron  and  tranfports. 

Lieut.  Bartholomew,  of  the  Di¬ 
adem,  who  was  ftrongly  recom¬ 
mended  by  Admiral  Stirling,  for 
his  knowledge,  of  the  river,  em~ 
baiked  with  me  ;  and  I  feel  it  my 
duty  to  ftate  to  their  lordfhips, 
that  he  was  of  infinite  fervice  j  as 
*K  3  were 
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were  Lieut.  Talbot*  of  the  En¬ 
counter*  Lieutenant  Acott,  of  the 
Rolla,  and  Lieut.  Herrick*  of  the 
iRaifonable,  who  undertook  the 
pilotage. 

On  the  evening  of  the  28  th, 
the  Paz  and  Staunch  joined  ;  the 
Staunch  had  taken  a  Hoop,  and 
deftroyed  2  others  of  a  convoy- 
going  to  the  fouth  ihore  for  troops. 
I  have  directed  Captain  Thomp¬ 
fon,  in  the  Fly*  towards  Buenos 
Ayres,  with  the  Staunch,  Faz,  and 
Dolores,  to  endeavour  to  keep  up 
a  communication  with  the  army. 

I  have  the  honour  to  he,  &c. 

(Signed)  Geo.  Murray/* 

fxiradl  of  a  Letter  from  Rear  Ad¬ 
miral  Murray  ^  dated  Nereide ,  off 

Buenos  Ayres ,  July  8,  1807. 

u  Sir, 

By  my  letter  of  the  30th  ult. 
their  lordlhips  will  be  informed, 
that  the  army  under  the  command 
of  Lieut.  Gen.  Whitelocke,  was 
landed  without  oppofition  or  acci¬ 
dent  on  the  28th  near  Barragon, 
about  20  miles  to  the  eaftward  of 
Buenos  Ayres. 

On  the  30th,  the  Nereide,  final! 
craft,  and  transports  weighed,  and 
anchored  again  to  the  weftward  of 
Quelmes  *,  the  next  morning  I  went 
on  Oiore  in  the  Flying  Fifti,  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  communicate  with  the 
army,  having  directed  fome  tranf¬ 
ports  with  provifions  to  go  clofe 
in,  in  cafe  the  army  fhould  want 
fupplies. 

Captain  Corbet,  in  his  boat, 
dico  ve red  fome  of  our  troops,  and 
font  Lieut.  Blight,  of  the  Nereide, 
on  (hoer:  he  with  difficulty  got 
to  them,  being  obliged  to  pafs 
through  a  deep  bog :  on  the  2d, 


Lieut.  Blight  returned  and  inform¬ 
ed  me  he  had  feen  Gen.  Whitelocke 
the  evening  before  ;  that  the  army 
had  fuffered  mod;  feverely  on  their 
march,  having  very  deep  marfhes 
to  pafs,  and  having  been  obliged 
to  leave  their  provifions  behind 
them  ;  were  much  in  want  of 
bread  and  fpirits,  which  were  im¬ 
mediately  landed  from  the  En¬ 
counter  and  tranfports.  As  I  un¬ 
der  hood  that  General  Gower  had 
advanced  towards  Buenos  Ayres, 
I  directed  Captain  Thompfon,  in 
the  Fly,  with  the  gun  brigs,  to 
get  as  near  in  as  he  could  :  the 
fame  day  I  received  a  letter  from 
Col.  Bourke,  quarter-mafter-gene- 
ral,  to  fa y  he  was  directed  by 
Gen.  Whitelocke,  to  inform  me 
that  he  had  marched  on,  and  meant 
to  go  to  the  weftward  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  requefting  I  would  fend  the 
Blips  having  heavy  artillery  there, 
and  likewife  provifions.  I  imme¬ 
diately  fent  the  gun  boats  to  join 
the  Fly  and  gun  brigs,  and  direct¬ 
ed  Captain  Thompfon  to  get  as 
clofe  in  to  the  weftward  as  he 
could.  The  tranfports  with  the 
guns,  and  thofe  with  provifions,  as 
well  as  an  hofpital  Blip,  I  likewife 
fent  there,  and  am  happy  to  fay 
they  were  all  in  Biore  on  the  4th, 
ready  to  meet  the  army. 

On  the  5th,  a  firing  was  ob- 
ferved  in  the  town  ;  I  defired 
Captain  Thompfon  to  make  ufe  of 
the  gun  brigs  and  boats,  when  he 
could,  without  annoying  our  own 
people,  who  appeared  to  be  both  to 
the  eaftward  and  weftward  of  the 
town. 

A  communication  was  opened 
with  the  army  i h  the  morning ; 
they  had  ftormed  and  taken  poffef- 
fion  of  4  guns,  near  the  citadel. 

Bread, 
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Bread,  fpirits,  and  ammunition 
were  fupplied  from  the  {hips. 

On  the  6th  I  dire&ed  the  En¬ 
counter  to  endeavour  to  communi¬ 
cate  with  the  army  on  the  eaft  fide 
of  the  town,  and  fupply  them  with 
what  they  might  require.  An  hof- 
pital  (hip  was  likewife  fent  that 
way. 

The  Nereide  was  moored  up  as 
high  as  fhe  could  go,  being  in  lefs 
than  three  fathoms,  but  ftill  nine 
miles  from  the  town.  At  i  P.  M. 
I  received  a  letter  from  Captain 
Thompfon,  faying  our  affairs  at 
the  weft  end  of  the  town  were  in  a 
moft  diftreffing  ftate.  Brig.  Gen. 
Craufurd  and  the  whole  of  his  bri¬ 
gade  taken  prifoners,  and  that  a 
truce  had  been  demanded  and  grant¬ 
ed;  at  the  fame  time  requefting 
more  tranfports  might  be  moved 
up,  in  cafe  it  fhould  be  neceftary  to 
re-embark  the  troops. 

1  immediately  went  up  to  the 
Staunch  gun-brig,  which  was  about 
a  mile  from  the  fhore,  and  abreaft  of 
the  poft  occupied  by  Sir  S.  Auch- 
muty,  and  ordered  the  Medufa, 
Thifbe,  and  Saracen,  which  were 
left  off  Barragon,  to  come  up  as 
high  as  they  could  with  fafety. 

Capt.  Thompfon,  who  was  with 
the  general,  came  off  to  me  imme¬ 
diately,  but  was  obliged  to  have  a 
guard  to  protect  him  to  the  beach, 
although  clofe  to  the  gun-brig ; 
but  it  was  dark.  At  8,  P.M.  I 
received  a  note  from  Gen.  White- 
locke  informing  me  he  had  arrived 
there  to  fee  what  more  could  be 
done  by  the  gallantry  and  exertion 
of  the  army  under  his  command, 
whofe  fufferings  in  every  way  had 
feldom,  under  any  circumftances, 
been  exceeded.  Of  one  thing  he 
was  certain,  that  South  America 
could  never  be  Englifh. 


The  inveteracy  of  every  clafs  of 
inhabitants  was  beyond  belief.  He 
wifhed  to  fee  me,  as  he  had  fent 
Gen.  Gower  to  Gen,  Liniers,  in 
confequence  of  a  letter  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  latter. 

I  cannot  help  taking  this  op* 
portunity  of  faying  how  very  ac¬ 
tive  Capt.  Thompfon  of  the  Fly 
has  been,  who  placed  the  gun-boats, 
which  were  commanded  by  Lieut, 
Frafer  of  the  Medufa,  and  Lieut. 
Heron,  of  the  Saracen. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  7th, 
the  Staunch  telegraphed  to  fay  I 
was  wanted  on  fhore  immediately; 
a  flag  of  truce  was  ftill  flying  at 
our  head-quarters.  On  my  going 
on  fhore  the  General  fhewed  me 
the  propofals  made  by  the  Spanifh 
General  Liniers,  (a  copy  of  which 
I  inclofe,)  and  obferved,  that  he 
was  of  opinion,  as  well  as  were  the 
other  generals,  that  it  could  an- 
fwer  no  good  purpofe  to  perfift, 
and  that  one  great  objett  was  at¬ 
tained,  that  of  getting  all  the  pri¬ 
foners  back  that  had  been  taken  in 
South  America  this  war  ;  that  the 
deftroyingthe  town  could  not  bene¬ 
fit  us;  and  that  he  faw  no  profpeft 
whatever  of  eftablifhing  ourfelves 
in  this  country,  as  there  was  not 
a  friend  to  the  Englifh  in  it ;  that 
the  number  of  our  prifoners  the  ene¬ 
my  had  were  in  the  power  of  an 
enraged  mob  ;  and  that  perfifting 
on  our  part  would  make  their  fixa¬ 
tion  truly  diftreffing  ;  the  number  of 
killed  and  wounded,  although  not 
exactly  afeertained,  was  faid  to  be 
very  great.  Under  thefe  circum¬ 
ftances,  and  being  perfuaded  that 
the  people  of  this  country  did  not 
wifh  to  be  under  the  Britifh  go¬ 
vernment,  I  figned  the  prelimina* 
ries,  trufting  that  what  I  have 

done 
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done  will  will  meet  their  lordfhips* 
approbation. 

I  have  directed  CaDt.  Prevoft, 
of  the  Saracen,  to  be  ready  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  England  as  foon  as  Gen. 
Whitelocke’s  difpatches  are  ready, 
and  to  receiveSir  S,  Auchmuty  for 
a  paffage,  with  Col,  Bourke,  who 
carries  the  general’s  difpatches. 

I  have  not  yet  had  any  returns 
from  Captains  Rowley  or  Joyce, 
who  are  ftill  with  the  feamen  that 
landed  *  but  Lieut.  Squarey,  of 
the  Polyphemus,  who  was  with  his 
men  in  the  advanced  brigade,  I 
took  off  yefterday  wounded,  but 
not  badly ;  he  informs  me  that 
only  one  of  his  men  is  miffing. 

George  Murray. 

Head  Quarters .  Plaza  de 
* 

Toros ,  July  7,  I  So 7. 

lT-%  • 

blV, 

We  have  the  honour  to  acquaint 
you,  that  actuated  alone  by  the 
motives  Hated  to  you  by  Maj, 
Gen.  Levefon  Gower,  we  confent 
to  the  terms  propofed. 

Officers  fhall  be  named  to  meet 
others  appointed  by  you,  to  make 
immediate  arrangements  for  the  re- 

•  ..  #  O  - 

cepuon  of  prifoners,  the  embarka¬ 
tion  of  the  Britifh  army,  and  other 
fubjedls. 

Me  have  the  hononour  to  be,  &c. 

J.  White locke, 
(Signed)  G.  Murray. 

His  Exc.  Gen.  L inters. 

Preliminary  Proportions  agreed  for 

bf  tqjocen  the  Genet  al  of  the  Enghjh 

Army  and  that  of  the  S pau  fh  Army 

in  the  Raver  Pitta , 

I.  There  (hall.be  from  this  time 
a  ceffiation  of  hofjilities  on  both 
fifiLs  of  the  River  Plata. 

II.  The  troops  of  his  Britannic 


Maj  eft  y  (hall  retain  for  the  period 
of  two  months  from  ffiis  date,  the 
fortrefs  of  Mo  'te  Video  ;  and  as  a 
neutral  country,  a  line  drawn  from 
St.  Carlos  on  the  Weft;  to  Tando 
on  the  Eaft  ;  and  there  fhall  not 
be  on  any  part  of  that  line  hoftili- 
ties  committed  on  either  fide;  and 
in  that  fpace  all  Englifti  delinquents 
fhall  he  judged  by  the  Englifti 
military  law,  and  all  Spanifh  de¬ 
linquents  by  the  Spanifh  law. 

III.  There  fhall  be  on  both  fides 
a  mutual  reftitution  of  prifoners, 
including  not  only  thofe  which 
have  been  taken  fince  the  arrival 
of  the  troops  under  Lieut.  Gen. 
Whitelocke,  but  all  thofe  his  BrR 
tannic  Majefty’s  fubjedfs  captured 
in  South  America  fince  the  war. 

IV.  There  fhall  not  be  any  im¬ 
pediments  thrown  in  the  way  of 
the  fupplies  of  provifions  which 
may  be  required  for  Monte  Video. 

V.  A  period  of  ten  days  fhall  be 
given  for  the  re-embarkation  of 
his  Britannic  Majefty’s  troops  to 
pafs  to  the  north  fide  of  the  River 
Plata,  with  all  their  arms,  cannon, 
ftor.es,  and  equipage  at  the  moft 
convenient  points  which  may  be 
felefted,  and  during  that  time  pro¬ 
vifions  may  be  fold  to  them. 

VI.  During  the  period  of  four 
months  no  impediment  (hall  be 
thrown  in  the  way  of  the  com¬ 
merce  of  the  Britifh  merchants. 
Anfwered — Inadmiffible,  becaufe 
contrary  to  the  Spanifh  laws. 

I.  Additional — When  Monte 
Video  is  reftored,  it  is  to  be  unin¬ 
jured,  with  the  Spanifh  artillery 
originally  belonged  to  it. 

II.  Additional— That  there  fhall 
be  mutually  three  officers  of  rank 
exchanged  until  the  fulfilment  of 
this  treaty,  it  being  underftood 
that  thofe  Britifb  officers  who  have 

been 
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been  in  this  country  on  their  pa¬ 
role,  are  not  again  to  ferve  in 
South  America  until  they  have 

been  landed  in  Europe. 

.  .  _  * 

Nereide ,  off  Buenos  Ayres, 
July  10,  I  Bo 7. 

Sir, 

Since  my  letter  of  the  8th  inft. 
I  have  feen  Captains  Rofrley  and 
Joyce,  who  were  landed  with  the 
feamen,  and  am  happy  to  find  two 
only  are  miffing. 

I  mentioned  Lieut.  Squarey,  of 
the  Polyphemus,  being  wounded. 
The  perfevering  eonduft  of  Cap¬ 
tains  Rowley  and  Joyce,  and  the 
cffi  ers  and  feamen  under  their  com¬ 
mand,  merits  the  higheft  enco¬ 
miums.  They  had  to  drag  the 
cannon  four  miles  through  the 
fwamps,  and  the  men  were  almoft 
always  harneiTed  to  them.  The  Ge¬ 
neral  has,  no  doubt,  expreffed  in 
his  difpatches  his  thanks  to  them. 

Captain  Prevofi,  who  will  have 
the  honour  ©f  carrying  the  dif¬ 
patches,  will  give  their  lordfhips 
any  further  information:  (1  left 
the  Saracen  with  fome  gun-boats 
at  Barragon  after  landing,  left  it 
might  have  been  necefiary  from 
bad  roads,  for  the  army  to  fall 
back) ;  I  beg  leave  to  recommend 
him  to  their  lordfiiips'  protection 
as  an  a&ive,  and  very  zealous 
officer. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec. 

Geo.  Murray 

o 

London  Gazette,  February 
17,  1807. 

Copy  of  an  Inclofure  from  the  Earl 
of  St.  Vincent • 

Jmperieufe ,  Jan , 

u  SIR, 

Having  been  led  in  chafe  to  the 
(out h ward  yefterday,  as  the  Impe- 


rieufe  pafled  the  bafon  of  Arcaffon, 
in  returning  to  the  ftation  you  had 
affigned,  Lieut.  Mapleton  volun¬ 
teered  his  fervices  to  bring  out, 
with  the  boats,  whatever  veffels 
might  be  found  ;  and,  as  a  preli¬ 
minary  ftep,  attacked  Fort  Re¬ 
queue,  which  was  intended  for  the 
defence  of  the  entrance.  A  large 
quantity  of  military  fiores  was 
deftroyed,  four  36-pounders,  two 
field  pieces,  and  a  13. inch  mortar 
fpiked,  the  platoons  and  carriages 
burnt,  and  the  fort  laid  in  rums* 
The  Plon.  Mr.  Napier,  and  Mr. 
H.  Stewart,  midfhipmen,  accom¬ 
panied  Lieut.  Mapleton  ;  and  Mr. 
Gibbert,  the  furgeon’s  firft  affift- 
ant,  embraced  the  opportunity  to 
fhew  his  zeal  even  in  this  affair, 
foreign  to  his  profeffion.  I  am 
happy  to  add,  that,  as  it  was  well 
concluded,  fo  it  was  aecomplifhcd 
without  any  lofs.  Subjoined  is  a 
lift  of  veffels  taken  or  deftroyed 
fince  the  15th  of  iaft  month. 

Cochrane. 
(t  Veffels  captured :  Le  Jean 
Baptifte,  laden  with  wine ;  El 
Anna,  laden  with  wine  ;  Pere  de 
Famille,  laden  with  wine ;  La  De¬ 
cide,  laden  with  rofin ;  Jofeph, 
laden  with  butter  and  cheefe ; 
cutter,  laden  with  butter  and  cheefe; 
Wilhelmina,  national  tranfport ; 
L’Aimable  Nannette,  laden  with 
wine. — Veffels  deftroyed  :  fnip 
Frederica,  a  tranfport,  wrecked  ; 
fhip  St.  Jean,  a  tranfport,  wrecked; 
a  chaffee-maree,  funk la  Confi- 
ance  de  Nantes,  deftroyed ;  a 
chaffe-maree,  deftroyed;  a  ftoop 
funk,  drifted  to  fea ;  a  imall  floop, 
went  a  drift. ” 


London  Gazette  Extraordi¬ 
nary,  SUNDAY,  FEB.  22,  I  807. 
ADMIRALTY  OFFICE,  FEB.  21. 
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Captain  Lydiard ,  of  His  Majefy’s 
Ship  the  Anfov ,  arrived  here  this 
Morning,  with  Difpatches  from 
Vice-Admiral  D acres.  Commander 
in  Chief  of  his  Majefy’s  Ships 
and  Vejfels  at  Jamaica ,  to  Wil¬ 
liam  Marfden ,  Efq.  ;  of  which 
the  following  are  Copies  : 

Shark,  Port  Royal,  Jan*  i,  1807. 

“  Sir, 

**  I  have  much  fatisfaftion  in 
congratulating  my  Lords  Commif- 
lioners  of  the  Admirality  on  the 
capture  of  the  ifland  of  Curaqoa, 
on  New  Year’s  Day,  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  by  the  four  frigates  named  in 
the  margin*,  under  the  orders  of 
Captain  Brifbane,  of  the  Arethufa  : 
a  copy  of  whofe  letter  I  enclofe  for 
their  Lordfhips  information. 

(t  Whilfl  I  contemplate  the  im- 
menfe  ftrength  of  the  harbour  of 
Amflerdam,  and  the  fuperior  force 
contained  in  its  different  batteries 
oppofed  to  the  entrance  of  the  fri¬ 
gates,  I  know  not  how  fufKciently 
to  admire  the  decifion  of  Captain 
Brifbane,  in  attempting  the  har¬ 
bour,  and  the  determined  bravery 
and  conduct  difplayed  by  himfelf, 
the  other  three  captains,  and  all 
the  officers  and  men  under  his 
command ;  and  is  another  flrong 
infiance  of  the  cool  and  determined 
bravery  of  British  feamen. 

i(  Captain  Brifbane  being,  from 
his  fituation  obliged  to  aft  as  Go¬ 
vernor,  I  have,  as  an  acknowledg¬ 
ment  and  high  approbation  of  his 
conduft,  continued  him  in  that 
fituation  until  His  Majefly’s  plea- 
fure  fhall  be  known;  and  requeft, 
in  the  flrongeft  manner,  that  their 
Lordfhips  will  be  pleafed  to  re¬ 
commend  him  for  that  appoint¬ 
ment. 


“  Captain  Lydiard,  (who  will 
have  the  honour  of  delivering  this, 
and  who  fully  partook  of  the  con- 
queft,  and  has  before  diflinguifhed 
himfelf  off  the  Havanna,)  I  beg  to 
refer  their  Lordfhips  to  for  any  in¬ 
formation.  I  fhall  put  an  afting 
captain  into  the  Anfon  until  his 
return,  or  I  receive  direftions 
thereon.  I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)  J.  R.  Dacres* 

His  Majefy’s  Ship  Arethufa , 
Curagoa ,  Jam.  i ,  1807. 

“  Sir, 

“  It  is  with  the  mofl  lively  and 
heartfelt  fatisfaftion  I  have  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  inform  you,  that  his  Ma¬ 
jefly’s  fquadron  under  my  com¬ 
mand,  has  this  day  opened  the 
New  Year  with  what  I  humbly 
flatter  myfelf  will  be  deemed  an 
enterprife  of  confiderable  confe- 
quence  to  my  country. 

“  I  proceeded  in  the  execution  of 
your  orders,  the  29th  of  Novem¬ 
ber  with  every  poflible  avidity, 
but  the  adverfe  wind  and  current 
prevented  me  from  reaching  this 
ifland  before  the  1  ft  inflant.  In 
my  way  up,  I  met  Captain  Bol¬ 
ton,  of  the  Fifguard,  going  to  Ja¬ 
maica  ;  I  took  him  under  my  or¬ 
ders,  according  to  your  direftions, 
and  proceeded  with  the  fquadron 
off  this  port,  having  previoufly 
refolved  on  that  fyflem  of  attack 
which  Britifh  feamen  are  fo  capa¬ 
ble  of  executing.  My  arrange¬ 
ments  having  been  previoufly  made 
known  to  the  refpeftive  captains, 
I  was  fatisfied  nothing  further  re¬ 
mained  for  me  than  to  put  it  in  ex¬ 
ecution.  My  line  of  battle  con- 
fifled  of  the  Arethufa,  Latona, 


Anfon, 


*  Arethufa,  Latona,  Anfon,  and  Fifguard. 
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,Anfo%  and  Fifguard;  and  very 
foon  after  the  break  of  day,  I 
made  all  poffible  fail  with  the  (hips 
in  elofe  order  of  battle,  paffing 
the  whole  extenfive  line  of  fea  bat¬ 
teries,  and  anchored  the  fquadron 
in  a  {tile  far  furpaffing  my  expec¬ 
tations.  Being  {till  defirous  of 
having  the  effhfion  of  human  blood 
fpared,  I  writ  the  enclofed,  No. 
I,  on  the  capftan  of  his  Majefty’s 
{hip  Arethufa,  during  the  a&ion, 
which  was  not  regarded,  as  they 
did  their  utmoft  to  deftroy  us. 
Words  cannot  exprefs  the  ability 
of  the  fquadron.  The  harbour 
was  defended  by  regular  fortifica¬ 
tions,  of  two  tier  of  guns,  Fort 
A  mite rd am  alone  confuting  of 
fixty-fix  pieces  of  cannon;  the  en¬ 
trance  only  fifty  yards  wide, 
athwart  which  was  the  Dutch  fri¬ 
gate  Hatflar,  of  36  guns ;  and 
Surinam,  of  22,  with  two  large 
fchooners  of  war,  one  commanded 
by  a  Dutch  commander;  a  chain 
of  forts  was  on  Mifelburg  com¬ 
manding  height ;  and  that  almoft 
impregnable  fortrefs,  Fort  Repub- 
lique,  within  the  diltance  of  grape 
fhot,  enfilading  the  whole  harbour. 

u  At  a  quarter  paft  fix  o’clock 
we  entered  the  port ;  a  fevere  and 
definitive  cannonade  enfued  ;  the 
frigate,  floop,  and  fchooners,  were 
carried  by  boarding;  the  lower 
forts,  the  citadel  and  town  of  Am- 
fterdam,  by  ftorm  ;  all  of  which, 
by  feven  o’clock,  were  in  our  pof- 
feffion.  For  humanity  fake,  I 
granted  the  annexed  capitulation  ; 
and,  at  ten  o’clock,  the  Britifli 
flag  was  hoifted  in  Fort  Repub- 
lique: — the  whole  ifland  is  in  our 
quiet  poffeffion.  The  flrength, 
commerce,  and  value,  I  under¬ 
hand  is  immenfe.  It  is  new  be¬ 
come  a  plea  ling  part  of  my  duty, 


although  impoffible  to  do  juftice  to 
the  merits,  gallantry,  and  deter¬ 
mination  of  Captains  Wood,  Ly- 
diard,  and  Bolton,  who  fo  nobly 
headed  their  refpe&ive  fhips  com¬ 
panies  to  the  ftorm ;  and  the  fame 
gallantry  and  determination  are 
due  to  the  officers,  feamen,  and 
marines,  for  following  up  fo  glo¬ 
rious  an  example.  Enclofed  is  a 
lift  of  the  killed  and  wounded  in 
his  Majefty’s  fquadron.  I  have 
not  yet  been  able  to  afcertain  that 
of  the  enemy,  except  thofe  in  the 
fhips.  The  Dutch  commodore 
was  killed  early  in  the  action, 
and  the  captain  of  the  Surinam 
feverely  wounded.  I  have  ap¬ 
pointed,  by  proclamation,  Wed- 
nefday  next,  the  7  th  inftaat,  for 
the  inhabitants  (which  amount  to 
thirty  thoufand,)  to  take  the  oath 
of  allegiance  to  our  Mofl  Gracious 
Sovereign :  thofe'that  do  not  choofe, 
will  be  inflantly  embarked  as  pri- 
Toners  of  war.  For  any  further 
particulars,  I  mufl  beg  to  refer 
you  to  that  gallant  officer,  Captaia 
Lydiard.” 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  Charles  Brisbane. 

To  James  Richard  Dacres ,  Rfq. 
Vice-Admiral  of  the  White , 
Commander  in  Chief,  IA f. 

NUMBER  I. 

His  Majeffs  Ship,  Arethufa , 
Curaqea  Harbour,  Jan.  1.  1807, 

<(  Sir, 

“  The  JBritifh  fquadron  are  here 
to  protect,  and  not  to  conquer  you ; 
to  preferve  to  you  your  lives,  liber¬ 
ty,  and  property.  If  a  fhot  is  fired 
at  any  one  of  my  fquadron  after 
this  fummons,  I  {hail  immediately 

ftorm 
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ftorm  your  batteries.  You  have 
five  minutes  to  accede  to  this  de¬ 
termination, 7 J 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  See. 
(Signed)  Charles  Brisbane. 
To  His  Excellency  the  Governor 

tf  Curaqoa . 

NUMBER  II. 

Cur  a  go  a,  Jan.  i,  1807. 
'Preliminary  Articles  of  the  Capital  a- 
.  tion  agreed  upon  by  Chas .  Brf- 
banei  Efq,  Captain  of  his  Ma - 
j fly’s  Ship  Arethufa ,  and  Senior 
Officer  of  a  Squadron  of  His  Ma - 
jefifs  Ships  at  Curaqoa  on  the  one 
part ,  and  by  His  Excellency  Pierre 
Jean  Changuion ,  Governor  of  the 
If  and  of  Curaqoa ,  and  its  Depen¬ 
dencies ,  on  the  other . 

Art.  I.  The  Fort  Republique 
Ihali  immediately  be  furrendered 
to  the  Britifh  force ;  the  garrifon 
ihali  march  out  with  the  honours 
of  war,  lay  down  their  arms,  and 
become  prifoners  of  war.— An- 
fvver,  Granted, 

Art,  II.  The  Dutch  garrifon 
at  Curaqoa  fhall  be  prifoners  of 
war,  and  by  his  Britannic  Ma. 
jefty  fent  to  Holland,  not  to  ferve 
this  war,  before  they  fhalFbe  re¬ 
gularly  exchanged,  and  for  the  due 
performance  of  this  article,  the 
officers  pledge  their  word  of  ho¬ 
nour. — Anfwer,  Granted, 

Art.  III.  The  fame  terms  as 
in  the  above  article,  are  granted 
to  the  officers  and  people  of  the 
Dutch  men  of  war — Anfwer, 
Granted. 

Art.  IV.  All  the  civil  officers 
may  remain*  at  their  refpe&ive  ap¬ 
pointments,  if  they  think  proper ; 
and  thofe  who  choofe  111  all  be  fent 
by  his  Britannic  Majefty  to  Hol¬ 
land.— Anfwer,  Granted. 


Art.  V.  The  Burghers,  Mer¬ 
chants,  Planters,  and  other  inhabi¬ 
tants,  without  difference  of  colour 
or  opinion,  fhall  be  refpe&ed  in 
their  perfons  and  property,  pro¬ 
vided  they  take  the  oath  of  alle¬ 
giance  to  his  Britannic  Majefty.— 
Anfwer,  Granted;  neutral  property 
being  refpe&ed. 

Art.  VI.  All  the  merchant 
veffeJs,  with  their  cargoes,  in  the 
harbour,  of  whatfoever  nation 
they  belong  to,  fhall  be  in  the  pof- 
feffion  of  their  proper  owners. — » 
Anfwer,  Not  granted 

Art.  VII.  A  definitive  capi¬ 
tulation  fhall  be  figned  upon  this 
bafts  in  Fort  Amiferdam. — An¬ 
fwer,  Granted. 

Curaqoa ,  Jan .  2,  1807, 
The  foregoing  articles  have  this 
day  been  mutually  read  and  agreed 
to  :  this  capitulation  is  become 
definitive. 

Signed  on  the  one  party  by 

Charles  Brisbane. 

\ 

Signed  on  the  other  part  by  His 
Excellency  P.  J.  Changuion. 

A  Lift  of  Killed  and  Wounded  on 
board  his  Majefy’s  Squadron  un¬ 
der  my  Command ,  at  the  capture 
of  the  If  and  of  Curaqoa ,  o?i  the 
if  of  January ,  1807. 

Arethufa,  2  feamen  killed,  5 
feamen  wounded. 

Latona,  1  feamen  killed,  2  fea¬ 
men  wounded. 

Anfon,  None  killed,  7  feamen 
wounded. 

Fifguard,  None  killed,  none 
wounded. 

Total,  3  feamen  killed,  11  fea¬ 
men  wounded. 

(Signed)  Charles  Brisbane. 

Curaqeay 
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Cnraqoa ,  Jan .  3,  1807. 
Z//2  of  Killed  and  Wounded  on  board 
the  Hatjlar  Frigate ,  Surinam 
Sloop,  and  Flying  Fiji)  fchooner . 

Hatfiar,  C.  J.  Evertz,  com¬ 
mandant,  killed  ;  G,  B,  Z.  Ge~ 
rond,  fecond  purfer,  ditto ;  A. 
Grant,  chief  mate,  badly  wound¬ 
ed  ;  J.  j  N.  Giblefperd,  Reward, 
killed ;  William  MauberS,  feaman, 
ditto  ;  Henry  D-riel,  feaman,  ditto. 

Surinam,  Jan  Van  Nes,  captain, 
dangeroufly  wounded ;  jean  Bap¬ 
tise,  lieutenant,  ditto;  G=  B,  Bal- 
mer,  midfliipman,  dangeroufly 
wounded;  Alend'  Arers,  feaman, 
ditto,  F.  Ballatin,  feaman,  ditto, 
(fince  dead.) 

Flying  Fifli,  G.  H.  V.  A.  Hin¬ 
ge  t,  gunner,  dead  ;  M.  S.  Giblef- 
pred,  feaman,  wounded. 

i 

By  Charles  Brijbane,  Efq.  Captain 
of  his  Majejly’s  Ship  Arethufa , 
a?td  Senior  Officer  of  a  Squadron 
of  his  Majefty’s  Ships  employed  at 
Guraqoa . 

His  Excellency  Lieutenant-Gsi. 
neral  Changouin,  Governor  and 
commander  in  chief  of  the  Ifland 
of  Curafoa  and  its  Dependencies, 
having  refufed  to  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty,  and  furrendered  himfelf  pri- 
fianer  of  war,  I  have  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  appoint  myfeif  Governor  of 
the  faicl  Ifland  and  its  Dependen¬ 
cies,  until  the  pleafure  of  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  is  made  known  ; 
aed  I  do  hereby  appoint  myfeif  ac¬ 
cordingly. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Cura- 
90a,  this  4th  of  jan.  1807. 
(Signed)  Charles  Brisbane. 

By  Charles  Brijbane,  Ffq.  Captain 
of  his  Majefy’s  Ship  Arethufa, 
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and  Senior  Officer  of  his  Britannic 
Majefly’s  Squadron  in  Curaqoa 
harbour. 

Whereas  this  Ifland  and  Its  de¬ 
pendencies  have  furrendered  to  the 
arms  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  as 
appears  by  the  capitulation  which 
has  been  figned  by  his  Excellency 
Pierre  Jean  Changuion  and  me  on 
the  1  ft  inftant,  I  therefore  hereby 
require,  that  all  burghers  and  in¬ 
habitants  of  this  ifland  fnall  meet 
on  Wednefday  next,  the  7th  in- 
ftant,  at  ten  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  at  the  Government  Houfe,  in 
order  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  his  Britannic  Majefty  aforefaid. 
Thofe  who  belong  to  the  militia 
companies,  will  receive  further 
orders  from  their  Major,  and  are 
to  conduct  themfeives  accordingly. 
All  thofe  who  fill  public  offices, 
of  whatfpever  nature  they  may  be, 
and  all  fuch  as  do  not  belong  to 
the  militia  companies,  are  alfo  re¬ 
quired  to  meet  at  the  Government 
Houfe,  at  the  hour  and  for  the 
purpofe  afojefaid.  I  expert  that 
the  burghers  and  Inhabitants  of 
this  Ifland  will  conduct  themfeives 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  deierve  my 
protection  and  favour  ;  and,  on  my 
part,  fhall  not  fail,  as  far  as  in  my 
power  lies,  to  promote  the  happi- 
nefs  and  welfare  of  this  ifland  and 
its  inhabitants ;  and  I  flatter  n?y- 
felf  that  my  endeavours  in  this  cafe 
will  be  crowned  with  the  gracious 
approbation  of  my  Sovereign,  and, 
I  hope,  to  the  fatisfa&ion  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  ifland  and  its 
dependencies. 

Given  under  ray  hand,  on  board 
Ids  Majefty’s  (hip  Arethufa,  in  the 
harbour  of  Cura 90 a,  this  5th  day 
of  January,  1 807. 

(Signed)  C.  Brisbane. 

London 
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London  Gazette  Extraordi¬ 
nary,  SUNDAY,  MARCH  8,  1807. 

Downing -fireet^  March  80 

A  D  if  patchy  dated  St.  Peteffburgh^ 
I  *}th  Feb.  1807,  of  which  the 
following  is  an  Extract?  was  this 
day  received  from  the  Marquis  of 
Douglas  and  Clyde/ dale 3  by  Lsrd 
Hawick  ;— ■> 

i(  I  have  the  pleafure  of  enclo¬ 
sing,  for  your  Lordftiip’s  informa¬ 
tion,  two  papers,  giving  an  ac¬ 
count  of  a  fignal  victory  gained  by 
the  Ruffians  over  the  French.** 

Tranjlation  of  a  Letter  from  General 
de  Budbergy  his  Majefiy’s  Minifier 
for  Foreign  Affairs ,  ts  the  Mar¬ 
quis  of  Douglas y  $d  (15 th)  Febru¬ 
ary  1807. 

tl  General  Budberg,  minifter  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  haftens  to  commu¬ 
nicate  to  his  Excellency  the  Am- 
baffador  of  his  Britannic  Majefty 
the  following  intelligence,  which 
arrived  laft  night  from  the  army. 
Gen.Benningfen,  afterhaving  fallen 
back  for  the  purpofe  of  chooftng  a 
pofition  which  he  judged  better 
adapted  for  manoeuvring  the  troops 
under  his  command,  took  a  pofition 
at  Pruffian  Eylau.  During  four 
days  fucceffively,  his  rear-guard, 
commanded  by  Major-General 
Barclay  de  Tolly,  had  to  with- 
ftand  feveral  vigorous  attacks ; 
and  on  the  26th  January  (Feb.  7,) 
at  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
the  battle  became  general  through¬ 
out  the  whole  line  of  the  main  ar¬ 
my.  The  conteft  was  deftru&ive, 
and  the  night  came  on  without  the 
enemy  having  been  able  to  gain 
ground.  On  the  27th  of  January, 


(Feb.  8,)  early  in  the  mornings 
the  French  renewed  the  attack, 
and  the  action  was  contefted  with 
great  obftinacy  on  both  fides ;  but 
tow  rds  the  evening,  the  enemy 
was  repuifed  on  all  Tides,  and  Ge¬ 
neral  Benningfen  remained  in  pof- 
feffion  of  the  field  of  battle.  Buo¬ 
naparte  commanded  in  perfon,  and 
under  him  Marfhals  Augereau, 
Davouft,  Soult,  Ney,  and  Bef- 
fieres,  at  the  head  of  the  guards, 
who  fuffered  the  moft.  Our  lofs 
is  from  fix  to  eight  tnoufand  men  5 

whilft  that  of  the  enemy  is  efti- 

*• 

mated  at  from  twelve  to  fifteen 
thoufand.  We  have  alfo  taken 
twelve  ftand  of  colours,  and  about 
fifteen  hundred  prifoners,  among 
whom  there  are  thirty  officers.  The 
courier  who  brought  the  difpatches 
having  been  fent  off  immediately 
after  the  battle,  the  minifters  of  his 
Imperial  majefty  do  not  yet  know 
all  the  details  of  the  above-men. 
tioned  day.  General  Budberg  has 
the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Tranfiation  of  a  Letter  from  General 
the  Baron  de  Benningfen}  to  the 
Emperor  of  Rujfia. 

(i  On  the  field  of  batik)  F ruffian 
Eylau ,  Jan ,  27,  (Feb.  8.) 

((  Sire, 

S(  I  am  truly  happy  to  have  it 
in  my  power  to  inform  your  Im¬ 
perial  majefty,  that  the  army,  the 
command  of  which  your  majefty 
has  deigned  to  confide  to  me,  has 
been  again  viftorions.  The  battle 
which  has  juft  taken  place  has  been 
bloody  and  deftrudtive.  It  began 
on  the  26th  of  January,  (7th  Feb.) 
at  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
and  lafted  until  fix  o’clock  in  the 
evening  of  the  27th  of  January 
(8th  Feb.)  The  enemy  was  com¬ 
pletely 
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pletely  defeated ;  one  thoufand  pri¬ 
soners,  and  twelve  ftand  of  colours, 
which  I  have  the  honour  herewith 
to  tranfmit  to  your  majefty,  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  conquerors. 
This  day,  Buonaparte  attacked  me 
with  his  bell  troops,  on  my  centre, 
and  on  both  wings,  but  he  was  re- 
pulfed  and  beaten  on  all  fid.es.  His 
guards  repeatedly  attacked  my 
centre,  without  the  fmalleft  fuc- 
cefs.  After  a  very  brifk  fire,  they 
were  repulfed  at  all  points,  by  the 
bayonet  and  by  the  charges  of  the 
cavalry.  Several  columns  of  in¬ 
fantry,  and  picked  regiments  ©f 
cuirafiiers,  were  deftroyed.  I 
fnall  not  fail  to  tranfmit  to  your 
majefty,  as  foon  as  poflible,  a  de¬ 
tailed  account  of  the  memorable 
battle  of  Pruflian  Eylau.  I  think 
our  lofs  may,  perhaps,  exceed  6000 
men  ;  and  I  certainly  do  not  ex¬ 
aggerate,  when  I  ftate  the  lofs  of 
the  enemy  at  confiderably  more 
than  twelve  thoufand  men. 


London  Gazette,  March  24. 

This  Gazette  contains  enclo- 
fures  from  Sir  Edward  Pellew.— 
The  firft,  from  Capt.  Piampin,  of 
the  Powerful,  dated  Trincomale, 
July  6,  ftates  the  capture  of  la 
Bellone  French  privateer,  after  a 
running  fight  of  an  hour  and  three 
quarters,  near  the  Little  Baffes. 
The  Powerful  had  two  men  killed 
and  eleven  wounded ;  the  enemy 
one  killed  and  feven  wounded. — 
Another  letter  from  the  fame  of¬ 
ficer,  dated  June  15,  mentions  the 
capture  off  Friar's  Hood,  of  la 
Henriette,  mounting  20  guns,  and 
having  on  board  124.  men,  includ¬ 
ing  officers.  She  failed  from  the 
Ifie  of  France  on  the  7th  of  April. 
—A  letter  from  Capt.  Stuart,  of 
the  Duncan,  dated  off  the  Hie  of 


France,  April  29,  announces  the 
capture,  after  a  chace  of  five  hours, 
of  the  French  brig  privateer  l’lfte 
de  France,  mounting  fix  12 -pounder 
carronades,  and  two  long  braf* 
nines,  the  former  of  which  (he 
hove  overboard  during  the  chafe  5 
with  71  men,  and  had  only  been 
out  24  hours  from  port  N.  W. 
She  is  a  very  fine  veflel,  almoft 
new. — A  letter  from  Capt.  Cole, 
of  the  Culloden,  dated  at  fea, 
Sept.  25,  ftates  the  capture  of 
l’Emilien,  formerly  the  Britifti 
(loop  Trincomale,  of  18  guns  and 
1 50  men. — A  French  privateer,  la 
Vigilante,  of  two  18-pounders, 
has  alfo  been  captured  in  the  har¬ 
bour  of  Mufcat,  by  the  boats  of 
the  Concorde. 


London  Gazette,  March  28. 

This  Gazette  contains  difpatches 
from  Rear-Admiral  Sir  A.  Coch¬ 
rane,  K.  B.  commander  in  chief  at 
the  Leeward  Iftands,  with  details 
of  the  following  captures 

By  Captain  Watfon,  of  the  Ve¬ 
nus,  the  French  privateer  brig 
Determinee,  of  14  guns  and  108 
men. 

By  Captain  Selby,  of  the  Cer¬ 
berus,  cut  out  from  St.  Pierre's, 
under  a  tremendous  fire  of  cannon 
and  mulketry,  a  fchooner  and  (loop. 
In  this  gallant  aftion,  the  follow¬ 
ing  were  killed  and  wounded  of 
the  Cerberus :■ — Killed,  W.  Tor- 
buft,  feamen ;  W.  Townfend,  ma¬ 
rine.  Wounded,  W.  Coo te,  fecond 
lieutenant,  dangeroufly ;  George 
Sayer,  midfhipman,  not  bad  ;  Pe¬ 
ter  Pippon,  ordinary,  fince  dead  ; 
W.  Smith,  landman,  not  dange¬ 
rous;  John  Burke,  quarter-gunner, 
ditto;  John  Tucker,  landman, dan¬ 
gerous  ;  John  Tefdale,  corporal  of 
marines,  ditto;  Anthony  Marley, 

ordinary, 
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ordinary,  {lightly  ;  Stephen  Old, 
able,  ditto 

By  Captain  Sayer,  of  the  Ga¬ 
latea,  la  Reunion  fchooner,  of  io 
guns  (pierced  for  14)  with  a  cargo. 

By  Captain  Hodge,  of  the  St. 
Chrifloph  er,  the  EntreprenantCj  of 
1  gun  and  17  men. 

By  Captain  Dean,  of  the  armed 
brig  Dominica,  of  a  row-boat  pri¬ 
vateer,  of  1  brafs  3 -pounder,  and 
r6  men. 

It  contains  alfo  a  lift  of  24  vef- 
£e$s,  taken  by  the  fquadron  of  Sir 
E.  Pellew,  bart.  in  the  Eaft  Indies, 
from  the  laft  return,  by  the  Tre¬ 
mendous,  12  th  Feb.  1806. 

London  Gazette,  April  4, 

Copy  of  a  Letter  tranfmitted  by  Sir 
Thomas  Trowbridge, 

His  M.  S.  Greyhound ,  java, 
S'ea>  'I’Jlh  July ,  1806. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform 
you,  that  his  Majefty^s  fhip  Grey¬ 
hound  and  Harrier,  after  deftroy- 
ing,  on  the  4th  of  July,  under  the 
fort  of  Monado,  the  Dutch  compa¬ 
ny’s  brig  Chriftian  Elizabeth,  arm¬ 
ed  with  eight  guns,  and  having  a 
complement  of  80  men,  flood  acrofs 
the  Molucca  Sea  10  the  illand  of 
Tidon,  when  they  captured,  on 
the  6th,  another  of  the  enemy’s 
eruizers  called  the  Belgica,  armed 
with  12  guns,  and  manned  with  32 
men :  from  thence  proceeding  to 
the  weft  ward,  911  the  evening  of 
the  25th  of  July,  four  fail  of  {hips 
were  defcried  pa  fling  through  the 
Straits  of  Salayer  :  immediate  chafe 
was  given  to  them  ;  and,  by  nine, 
I  had  the  fatisfa&ion  of  feeing 
them  lying-to  between  the  fmall 


Dutch  pofts  of  Bonthean  Bala- 
comha,  at  about  feven  miles  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  fhore.  I  eafily 
made  out  one  of  them  to  be  a  fri¬ 
gate,  and  another  a  corvette ;  but 
a  third  had  fo  much  the  appearance 
of  a  line  of  battle  fhip,  that  both 
Captain  Trowbridge  and  myfelf 
deemed  it  prudent  to  wait  till  day¬ 
light  before  we  examined  them. 
We  accordingly  lav-to  during  the 
night,  at  two  miles’  diftance  to- 
windward.  As  the  day  broke,  I 
had  the  pleafure  of  finding  the  fhip 
which  had  forced  us  on  cautionary 
meafures,  was  a  large  two-decked 
Hi  ip,  refembiing  an  Englifh  India- 
man. 

The  enemy  (for  they  proved  to 
be  a  Dutch  fquadron)  immediately 
drew  out  in  order  of  battle  on  the 
larboard  tac  k  under  rheir  topfails ; 
the  friuate  taking  her  ftation  in 
the  van,  an  armed  fhip  aftern  ot 
her,  the  large  fhip  in  the  centre, 
and  the  convene  in  thg  rear.  For¬ 
tunately  {or  us,  the  frigate,  by 
fore-reaching  upon  her  fecond 
aftern,  caufed  a  fmali  opening  in 
their  line.  It  was  fuggefted  to 
me  by  Mr.  Martin,  mafter  of  his 
Majefty’s  fhip  Greyhound,  that  if 
we  could  clofe  with  the  enemy 
whilft  in  that  pofttion,  our  attack 
might  be  made  to  advantage ;  ac¬ 
cordingly  under  French  colours  we 
broke  up,  as  if  with  an  intention 
to  fpeak  the  frigate ;  and  when 
within  hail,  all  further  difguife 
being  unneceftary,  we  fhifted  our 
colours,  and  commenced  bring, 
which  was  inftantly  returned  with 
a  fmartnefs  and  fpirit  that  evinced 
that  they  were  fully  prepared  for 
the  conteft.  The  Harrier,  -who 
had  kept  clofe  aftern  of  the  Grey¬ 
hound,  on  feeing  her  engaged,  bore 
round  up,  and  pafting  between  the 

frigate 
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figate  and  her  fecond  aftern,  raked 
*them  both;  the  latter  with  fuch 
that  they  bore  up  in  fuccef- 
fion  to  return  her  fire,  thus  leaving 
the  frigate  feparated  from  them. 
Being  refolved  to  avail  myfelf  of 
this  advantage,  and  being  anxious 
to  be  in  a  pofition  for  fupporting 
the  Harrier,  now  engaged  in  the 
centre  of  the  enemy’s  line,  I  wore 
clofe  round  the  frigate’s  bows,  rak¬ 
ing  her  feverely  while  paffing  ;  and 
when  on  the  (larboard  bow,  by 
throwing  our  fails  aback,  we  fell 
into  the  deflred  pofition.  The 
*  cannonade  from  the  Greyhound  was 
now  admirable, while  that  of  the  fri¬ 
gate  vifibly  flackened  ;  and  at  laft, 
after  an  action  of  forty  minutes, 
wholly  ceafed.  On  hailing  to 
know  if  they  had  (truck,  they  an- 
fwered  they  had,  and  Lieut.  Home 
took  immediate  poffeffion  of  her. 
On  dire&ing  her  fire  on  the  (hips 
aftern,  they  all  followed  her  exam¬ 
ple,  except  the  corvette,  who,  from 
being  in  the  rear,  had  fuffered  lit^ 
tie  from  the  a&ion,  and  now  made 
off  towards  the  (bore.  Captain 
Trowbridge  immediately  wore  in 
ptirfuit  of  her,  fending,  at  the  fame 
time,  a  boat  to  take  poffeffion  of 
the  large  fhip,  whdfe  fire  he  had 
nearly  filenced  early  in  the  aiffion. 
Perceiving  the  corVette  failed  re¬ 
markably  well,  arid  that  fhe  could 
fpread  more  canvafs  than  the  Har* 
i  rier,  her  mail  and  rigging  being 
eritire,  I  recalled  the  latter  from  a 
chafe  which  was  likely  tabs  fruit- 
lefs. 

The  prizes  proved  to  be  the 
Diitch  frigate  Pallas,  of  36  guns, 
commanded  by  N.  S.  Aalbers,  a 
captain  in  the  Dutch  navy  ;  the 
Victoria,  a  two-deck'ed  lhip  of 
about  800  tons,  commanded  by 
K  Has  Kenkin,  feniot  captain  in  the 

Vol.  XLIX.  or  Vca.  VII.  Ne 


Dutch  company's  fervice;  and  the 
Batavia,  a  fhip  of  about  500  tons? 
commanded  by  William  de  Val,  a 
captain  in  the  lame  fervice  :  ,  both 
the  company's  (hips  are  armed  for 
the  purpofe  of  war,  arid  richly  la¬ 
den  with  the  produce  of  the  Mo¬ 
luccas. 

The  fhip  which  efcaped,  I  learn 
from  our  prifdners,  was  the  repub¬ 
lican  corvette  William,  mounting 
20  twenty-four  pounders,  and  man® 
ned  with  i  io  men. 

[The  letter  concludes  with  pal¬ 
ling  the  higheft  encomiums  on  the 
officers  and  (hips’  companies  of  the 
Greyhound  and  Harrier.] 

(Signed)  E.  Elphinstone* 
Sir  Thoma  {Trowbridge y  Bart.  Rear » 
Admiral  of  the  White ,  &c. 

Lift  of  the  Killed  and  abounded  on 
board  his  Majefty’s  Jhips ,  in  Ac~ 
tion  njjith  a  Dutch  Squadron  on 
the  2  6th  of  Julyj  I  806,  off  Md* 
caffan 

Greyhound,  1  killed  arid  eight 
wounded.— Harrier,  3  wounded.— 
Total  1  killed  and  1 1  wounded. 

Officer’s  (lightly  wounded.— 
Greyhound,  James  Wood,  boatf- 
wain  ;  George  Majjoribanks,  maf« 
ter’s  mate,  and  John  Bradford^ 
clerk. 

Lift  of  Killed  and  Wounded  on,  hoard 
the  Enemy**  Jhips,  in  Ad  ion  oii 
the  2 6th  July,  1 806,  off  Ma ® 
iaffat . 

Pallas,  8  killed  and  Wounded 
(the  captain,  pilot,  and  four  fea-» 
men,  fince  dead.) — Victoria,  i 
killed. — Batavia,  2  killed  and  7 
wounded,  (the  lieutenant  and  one 
feaman  fince  dead.) —Total, 
killed,  39  woujided. 
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London  Gazette,  April  ii. 

'This  Gazette  contains  Letters  from 
Rear-Admiral  Sir  Alexander 
Cochrane ,  K.  B.  Commander  in 
Chief  of  his  Majefly's  fhips  and 
ajiffls  at  the  Leeward  Iflandsy 
dated  on  hoard  the  Northumber¬ 
land)  at  feay  the  zd  Feb.  1 807, 
enclof  ng  the  following  Letter  from 
Captain  Sajer,  of  his  Majfifs 
fhip  Galatea  > — 

His  Majefy  s  fhip  Galatea ,  Coaf  of 
Caraccasy  Jajiuary  22,  1807. 

Sir, 

Yefterday  morning  we  difeover- 
ed  from  the  maft-head  a  fail  in  the 
S.  E.  fleering  for  la  Guira,  and 
foon  compeled  her  to  another  cotirfe 
for  Barcelona;  about  noon  it  was 
moftly  calm,  when  flie  appeared  to 
be  a  man  of  war,  and,  by  her  ma¬ 
noeuvre,  an  enemy  ;  fhe  had  now 
the  advantage  of  us  by  a  breeze, 
and,  with  her  lofty  flying  fails  and 
fweeps,  was  leaving  us  fall.  At 
two  o’clock  her  top-gallant  fails 
were  fcarcely  above  the  horizon, 
but  in  a  fituation  between  the  fhip 
snd  the  coafl:  that  ftill  afforded  me 
hopes  of  her,  by  co-operation  of 
the  boats ;  they  pufhed  off,  under 
the  direction  of  the  firfl  lieutenant 
William  Combe,  manned  with  five 
officers,  50  feamen,  and  20  ma- 
tines ;  and,  after  rowing  about 
1 1  leagues  in  eight  hours,  (part  of 
the  time  under  a  burning  fun,)  they 
came  up  with  her,  going,  with  a 
light  land  breeze,  about  two  knots, 
Having  firfl:  hailed  her,  our  brave 
fellows  inftantly  attempted  to 
board  on  both  quarters,  but  by  the 
fire  of  her  guns,  which  had  been 
all  trained  aft  in  readinefs,  and 
having  to  combat,  under  ?very 


difadvantage,  with  more  than  dou¬ 
ble  their  numbers,  were  twice  re- 
pulfed  by  them.  The  boats  now 
dropped,  and  poured  through  her 
ftern  and  quarter-ports  a  deftruc- 
tive  fire  of  mufquetoons,  andfmail 
arms,  that  cleared  the  deck  of  ma¬ 
ny  of  the  enemy,  who  were  all 
crowded  aft;  when,  after  an  arduous 
ftruggle  (a  third  time )  for  a  footing, 
our  men  rufhed  a-board,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  drove  all  before  them  j 
the  bowfprit  and  jib-boom  were 
covered ;  fome  flew  aloft,  and 
others  below  ;  the  captain  and 
moft  of  his  officers  were  lying 
wounded  on  the  decks,  leaving  the 
remainder  of  this  handful  of  men 
in  proud  pofTeffion  of  the  French 
imperial  corvette,  le  Lynx,  of 
fourteen  24-pounders,  carronades, 
and  two  long  nine-pounders,  cha- 
fees,  pierced  for  1 8  guns,  and  man¬ 
ned  with  1 61  men,  commanded  by 
Monfieur  Jean  M.  Yarqueft,  with 
difpatches  from  Guadeloupe  for 
the  Caraccas  ;  fhe  is  two  years  old, 
and  a  well  equipped  fine  veflel,  in 
all  refpe&s,  for  his  Majefly's  fer- 
vice. 

At  the  head  of  our  invaluable 
men’s  names  who  fell  in  this  quar¬ 
ter  of  an  hour's  {harp  conteft, 
ftands  that  of  the  fecond  lieutenant, 
Harry  Walker,  of  his  third  wound ; 
of  the  officers  commanding  our  five 
boats,  only  Lieut.  Gibfon  was  un¬ 
hurt.  It  may  be  unneceflary  to 
add  Lieut.  Combe's  report,  that 
every  man  did  his  duty — I  am  fa- 
tisfied  they  did. 

I  am,  Sir,  Sec . 

(Signed)  Geo.  Saysr* 
f'o  Rear-Admiral  the  Hon.  Sir 
A ,  Cochrane ,  K.  B .  Comman¬ 
der  in  Chief  & &c, 

A  Lift  of  Killed  and  Wounded 

Officers* 
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Officers,  Seamen,  and  Marines , 
on  board  the  Galatea  and.  le 
Lynx k 

Killed  on  board  the;  Galatea.^- 
H.  Walker,  fecond  lieutenant ;  G. 
Vincent,  J.  Mildron,  T.  Whethe- 
ridge,  R.  M‘Cann,  and  F.  Plank, 
feamen  ;  J.  Mafon,  ferjeant  of  ma¬ 
rines  j  W.  Cooper  and  D*  Mi* 
cholls,  privates  of  marines* 

Severely  wounded  on  board  the 
Galatea.— -W.  Combe,  hr  ft  lieute¬ 
nant  ;  B.  Sarsfield,  mafter's  mate  ; 
R.  Jobbin,  petty  officer;  W.  Cook, 
J.  Fox,  W.  Weft,  R.  Hayes,  and 
and  W.  Mills,  feamen  ;  R.  Bart- 
lein,  R.  Thompfon,  and  D.  Jones, 
privates  of  marines. 

Slightly  wounded  on  board  the 
Galatea.— J.  Green,  mafter’s  mate ; 
R.  Berry,  petty  officer,  R.  Baily, 
T.  Whitaker,  G.  Griffiths,  T. 
Jones,  J.  Bog,  J.  Chapman,  J, 
Norris,  and  J.  Lewis,  feamen;  T, 
Gordon,  private  of  marines. 

Total— 9  killed  and  22  wound¬ 
ed— 31. 

Killed  on  board  le  Lynx.— The 
third  lieutenant,  13  petty  officers, 
feamen,  and  foldiers. 

Wounded  on  board  le  Lynx. — 
The  commander,  Monfieur  M. 
Yarqueft,  and  the  firft  lieutenant, 
(both  badly,)  4  officers,  and  14 
feamen  and  foldiers. 

Total—  1 4  killed  and  20  wound¬ 
ed,  (moft  of  them  badly,) — 34. 

(Signed)  Geo.  Sayer# 
Another  letter,  tranfmitted  by 
Admiral  Cochrane,  ftates  the  cap¬ 
ture,  after  a  moft  fpirited  attack, 
of  la  Favorite,  (formerly  in  his 
Majefty’s  fervice,)  mounting  16 
long  fixes,  and  thirteen  12-pounder 
carronades,  having  on  board  150 
men,  and  commanded  by  Mons. 
le  Marant  Daniel*  lieutenant  de 


Vaifleau,  by  his  Majefty’s  (hip 
fon,  Captain  T.  Cochrane. — The 
Jafon  had  one  man  killed  and  one 
wounded. 

[This  Gazette  likewife  contains 
letters  from  Vice-Admiral  Dacres$ 
commander  in  chief  of  his  Majef- 
ty’s  (hips  and  veffiels  at  Jamaica, 
dated  at  Port  Royal,  Jan*  15,  and 
Feb.  7,  1  Soy,  enclofing  a  letter 
from  Captain  Briggs,  of  the  Or¬ 
pheus,  ft  a  ting  the  capture  of  the 
Spanilh  man  of  war  fchooner,  Do- 
lores,  mounting  one  long  nine,  two 
four~pounder  guns,  and  four  fwi* 
vels,  with  a  complement  of  34 
men,  in  Campeachy  bay* 

Alfo  another  letter  from  Capt0 
Inglefield,  of  the  Hunter,  Hating 
the  capture  of  the  Ifabella  Spanifh 
fchooner  privateer,  Don  Juan  An¬ 
tonia  Parodi,  captain,  manned  with 
64  men,  mounting  a  long  nine- 
pounder  on  midffiips,  and  two  four- 
pounders,  with  30  mulkets,  and 
otherwife  well  armed  and  ftored 
for  a  long  cruife.] 

London  Gazette,  A?ril  20« 

The  following  intelligence  refpefiing 
the  raffing  of  the  fftege  of  StraU 
fund ,  and  the  fubfequent  expulffiort 
of  the  French  forces  from  Swediffo 
Pomerania ,  has  been  this  day  cfc 
f  daily  tranfmitted  to  Mr,  Secret 
tary  Canning ,  by  Baron  Rehau+ 
fen ,  his  Swediffh  Majeffly* i  Minify 
ter  Plenipotentiary  at  this  court * 

Malm,  April  7.— Baton  de 
Bojie,  aidekdu-camp  to  his  Ma* 
jefty,  arrived  yefterday  with  dif- 
patches  from  Baron  d'Effen,  go¬ 
vernor-general  of  Pomerania,  of 
which  the  following  is  an  ex- 
trad 

Having  received  certain  infer*, 
#La  matious 
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tnStion  of  tTie  enemy's  having  com¬ 
menced  his  retreat  fr@m  Pomerania, 
by  fmall  detachments,  I  ordered 
the  following  troops  to  advance  in 
tvtm  columns,  for  the  purpofe  of 
forcing  him  to  quit  his  intrench- 
ments,  and  to  abandon  Swedifh 
Pomerania.  The  firft  column, 
under  my  orders,  was  commanded 
by  tH^  chief  of  brigade,  Baron  de 
Tavaft,  ancl  confifted  of  eight 
fquadrdns  of  huffafs,  a  detachment 
of  flying  artillery,  and  four  bat¬ 
talions  cf  infantry,  with  their  di- 
vifions  df  chafleurs.  The  fecond 
column  was  of  equal  force  with 
the  firft,  and  was  commanded  by 
the  chief  of  brigade,  Baron  de 
Vegefack,  under  the  orders  of 
jLieu tenant-general  Baron  d’Arm- 
feidr.  Thefe  two  columns,  march¬ 
ing  on  the  fame  line,  met  with  the 
enemy  at  LiilTow,  attacked  him!, 
and,  after  a  vigorous  refiftance, 
forced  him  to  abandon  that  poft, 
and  to  Retire  upon  Siiderhagen. 
Here  the  attack  was  again  re¬ 
newed  ;  a  very  brifk  fire  from  his 
light  troops  checked  us  for  fome 
time,  but  the  fire  from  the  artil¬ 
lery  attached  to  our  two  columns, 
foon  obliged  him  to  retire  upon. 
VoigdehaVen,  where'  he'  was  at¬ 
tacked  in  front  by  the  column  un¬ 
der  Baron  d’Armfeldt,  and  repulfed 
with  great  lofs  j  his  left  flank  hav¬ 
ing  been  at  the  fame  time  turned 
by  the  corps  under  the  command  of 
Baron  de  Tavaft.  * 

Whilft  our  troops  were  carrying 
the  village  of  Voigdelipg$.n,  the 
enemy  had  abandoned  his  ^arteries 
and  intrenchmehts  before  Stralfund, 
and  had  intrenched  hirafelf  anew 
on  the  heights  between  Vbigdeha- 
gen  and  Tefchenhagen,  on  which 
he  had  planted  a  battery  of  four 
pieces  of  cannon  and  two  howit¬ 


zers,  whofe  inceffan?  fire  prevented 
our  troops  from  advancing,  till  our 
artillery  had  fncceeded  in  difmount- 
ing  them.  The  lofs  of  the  enemy 
on  this  occafion  muft  have  been 
confiderable,  fince  an  officer  in  the 
Dutch  fervice  has  fa  id,  that  only 
24.  men  of  his  regiment  were  left 
alivei  We  had  but  three  officers 
and  about  twenty  men  wounded  in 
the  affair. 

The  enemy  fhortly  afterwards 
quitted  his  pofition,  and  retired 
upon  Tefchenhagen,  after  having 
vainly  attempted  to  make  himfelf 
nlafter  of  a  rn'arfh  covered  with 
underwood,  but  was  prevented 
from  fo  doing  bv  two  companies  of 
infantry,  who,  by  a  well-fuftained 
fife,  obliged  him  to  retire.  My 
column  then  made  a  movement,  in 
order  to  harrafs  the  left  flank  of 
the  enemy,  whofe  re  neat  fhortly 
became  general,  retiring  from  poft 
to  poft,  with  the  lofs  of  many 
prifoners,  a  quantity  of  baggage, 
and  magazines  of  all  kinds,  of 
which  we  have  not  yet  had  time 
to  make  out  complete  returns.  My 
column  took  poffeflion  of  Loits  on 
the  2d  of  April,  and,  the  fan*e 
day,  Baron  d’Armfeldt’s  column 
entered  Greiffwald,  where  it  took 
fix  officers,  and  a  great  many 
French  foldiers  fell  into  our  hands, 
as  well  as  the  ♦enemy’s  hofpital, 
where  we  recovered  all  the  Swedtfh 
foldiers  who  had  been  wounded  and 
taken  prifoners  in  the  action  of  the 
14th  March.  Above  1000  muff 
kets,  200  braces  of  piftols,  and 
confiderable  magazines,  were  found 
there. 

On  the  3d  of  April  T  entered 
Demnien  with  my  column,  and  I 
fent  on  my  light  troops  in  purfuic 
of  the  enemy,  towards  Mecklen* 
burgh.  The  garrifon  of  Dem¬ 
me « 
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men  were  all  made  prifoners,  after 
a  feeble  refiftance.  Some  fmall 
detachments  of  hufiars,  fept  in  pur- 
fuit  of  the  enemy,  were  continu¬ 
ally  coming  in  with  French  and 
Dutch  prifgners  ;  and  three  hufiars 
alone  took  104  men  on  the  road  to 
Neukahlan.  A  great  number  of 
prifoners  were  made,  and  fome 
Hands  of  arms  and  provifions 
taken  from  the  enemy  at  Dar? 
guhfi. 

A  detachment,  commanded  by 
Lieut.-col.  Baron  de  Cederftrom, 
toofe'  a  quantity  of  baggage  ffom 
the  enemy  together  with  two  of¬ 
ficers  and  two  hundred  and  feven 
foldiers.  The  magazines  that  have 
been  taken  are  very  confi.derable, 
but  there  has  not  as  yet  been  time 
to  make  out  returns.' 

I  cannot  fafficiently  praife  the 
good  conduft,  the  bravery,  tfie 
coolnefs,  and  the  prefence  of  mind, 
evinced  by  the  chief  of  brigade, 
Baron  de  Tavaft. 

Lieut. -col.  Baron  de  Cederftrom, 
Major  d’Eflen,  the  captains  of  ca¬ 
valry,  Geger  and  de  Platen,  and 
in  general  ail  the  officers,  as  well 
as  the  troops,  conduced  themfelves 
with  fuch  intrepidity  and  difci- 
pline,  that  I  could  not,  without 
reproaching  rnyfelf,  refrain  from 
expreffing  to  your  majefty  the  fa- 
tisfablion  I  feel  at  having  had  the 
command  of  fuch  brave  men,  or 
from  giving  them  that  honourable 
teftimony  on  my  part  which  their 
good  conduct  has  fo  highly  de- 
ferved. 

Baron  cFArmfeldt  entered  the 
town  of  Anclam  this  morning, 
where  he  took  two  officers  and  1 50 
men,  befides  a  conliderable  booty ; 
1995  frederics  d’or,  and  about 
300Q  crowns,  belonging  to  the 


enemy’s  military  cheft,  have  alfq 
been  taken. 

(Signed)  H.  F.  D’Essen. 

Head-quarters  at  Jjannien-^ 

April  4,  1S07. 

P.  S.  According  to  all  tfie  in¬ 
formation  received  at  the  time  of 
Baron  Bojie’s  departure,  the  num~ 
ber  of  prifoners  already  taken  by 
the  Sweediih  troops  exceed  iooq. 
men  and  20  officers,  amongft  whom 
was  a  French  colpneh 

London  Gazette,  April  2£. 

A  letter  from  Capt.  Maitland* 
of  the  Emerald  frigate,  to  Lord 
St.  Vincent,  announces  hjs  having 
captured  the  Aufterlitz  French 
privateer,  of  14.  nine-pounders, 
and  96  men,  after  a  chafe  of  tea 
hours.  The  Aufterlitz  is  quite 
new,  and  fitted  for  a  five  months* 
cruize,  A  letter  from  Captain 
Matfon,  of  the  Venus,  to  Adm* 
Sir  A.  Cochrane,  announces  the 
capture  ofl’Etoile  French  fchooner 
of  6  guns  and  54  men,  the  £ygne$ 
m 

Adniiral  Dacres,  under  date 
Port  Royal,  Jamaica,  12  th  March* 
has  tranfmitted  two  letters  from 
Capt.  Dacres,  of  the  B^pchgnte, 
One  Hating  the  capture  of  the 
French  fchooner  Dauphin,  of  one 
twelve  and  two  fourteen  pounders  j 
the  other  as  follows ; 

JIis  Majefty  $  Ship  'Bacchante s 
(it  Seay  Feb .  25, 

i{  Sir, 

f  •  Having  captured  the  French 
national  fchooner,  as  mentioned  in 
my  letter  of  the  16th  inft,  which 
I  found  was  well  known  in  Sa^ 
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ynana,  (that  neft  for  privateers), 
and  having  eonfulted  with  captain 
Wife  of  the  Mediator,  whom  I  fell 
in  with  off  the  Mona,  under  fimilar 
orders  to  myfelf,  cruizing  for  the 
annoyance  of  the  enemy,  (v/hofe 
veffels  are  principally  privateers 
in  thefe  feas,)  I  took  him  under 
my  orders,  and  arrived  at  a  de¬ 
termination  to  fend  the  captured 
veffel  in,  under  her  former  colours, 
to  difguife  this  fhip  as  a  prize,  and 
the  Mediator  as  a  neutral ;  which 
ilratagem  fo  completely  deceived 
them,  that  we  got  through  the  in¬ 
tricate  navigation  of  the  harbour, 
and  anchored  within  half  a  mile 
of  the  fort,  before  the  enemy  dif- 
ooveyed  their  miftake,  and  opened 
their  fire  upon  us  from  the  fort, 
which  I  have  the  pleafure  to  ac¬ 
quaint  you,  Sir,  after  a  heavy  can¬ 
nonade  of  four  hours  from  the 
Ihips,  was  carried  by  ftorm,  by  the 
feamen  and  marines  of  both  ftiips, 
landed  under  the  command  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Wife,  affiffed  by  Lieutenants 
Baker,  Norton,  and  Shaw.  We 
found  in  the  harbour  an  American 
Ihipand  an  Englifh  fchooner,  prizes 
to  the  veffel s  aforementioned,  and 
two  French  fchooners  then  fitting 
for  fea  as  cruifers.  I  am  concerned 
to  fay,  the  Mediator  fuffered  con¬ 
siderably  ;  the  fire  of  the  enemy 
feeing  chiefly  direfted  againff  her, 
but  not  fo  much  as  might  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  the  commanding  fitua- 
tion  of  the  fort,  which  was  man¬ 
ned  principally  by  the  crews  of 
the  privateers.  The  behaviour  of 
the  officers  and  men  of  both  (hips 
was  fuch  as  always  diffinguilhes 
Britifh  feamen,  and  great  credit 
is  due  to  the  mailers  for  carrying 
the  fhips  through  fo  difficult  a  na¬ 
vigation,  which  caufed  this  en« 


terprife  to  be  fo  completely  fuc« 
cefsful . 

The  fort  and  cannon  were  de- 
ftroyed  by  Lieut.  Gould  when  we 
evacuated  the  place  on  the  2  iff 
inffant.  The  enemy’s  lofs  mull 
have  been  confiderable,  though  we 
could  not  afcertain  the  number, 
from  their  retreating  in  the  woods, 
— Enclofed  is  the  return  of  killed 
and  wounded. 

I  am,  See. 

(Signed)  J.  R.  Dacres,  jun* 

Lift  of  killed  and  wounded. 
Bacchante, — Mr,  T.  H.  M‘Kea- 
;zie,  mafter’s  mate,  fiightly  wound¬ 
ed, — W.  Adlon,  W.  Snow,  and 
James  Reid,  feamen,  wounded. 

Mediator.  W,  Barker,  and  M, 
Wilfon,  feamen,  killed  ;  J.  Han- 
fon,  W.  French,  F.  Nafh,  W, 
Jewfon,  W,  Gordon,  J.  Simpfon, 
E.  Faulkner, — Collins, — Wilkins, 
J.  Lewis,  T.  Forfter,  and  S.  Deer, 
wounded.  Total  two  killed;  16 
wounded, 

London  Gazette,  May  y. 

Copies  of  difpatches  from  Sir  ft. 
Duckworth ,  to  Lord  Collingwood , 
relative  to  the  affairs  of  the  Dar¬ 
danelles  on  the  1  g  th  and  2  'jth  of 
February ,  and  yl  of  March  ;  of 
which  the  following  are  the  par¬ 
ticulars  : 

Royal  George ,  without  the  Dar¬ 
danelles)  March  6, 

<(  My  Lord, 

s-  Together  with  this  letter,  I 
tranfmit  to  your  lordlhip  two  let¬ 
ters  of  the  2 iff  and  27th  ult.  the 
former  of  which  will  have  infcg/n- 
ed  you  of  my  arrival  with  the 
fquadron  near  Conftantinople,  and 
the  latter  of  an  unlucky  attempt, 
ip  which  the  marines  and  boats  * 

crews 
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crews  of  the  Canopus,  Royal 
George,  Windfor  Caftle,  and 
Standard,  had  been  engaged. 

It  is  now  my  duty  to  acquaint 
your  lordfhip  with  the  refult  of  the 
refolution  which,  for  the  reafons 
I  have  already  detailed,  I  had 
adopted  of  forcing  the  paflage  of 
the  Dardanelles.  My  letter  of 
the  2 1 ft  is  dated  at  anchor  eight 
miles  fromConftantinopie,  the  wind 
notadmitting  of  a  nearer  approach  ; 
but  the  Endymion,  which  had 
been  fent  a-head  with  a  Hag  of 
truce,  at  the  requeft  of  the  ain- 
baffador,  was  enabled  to  anchor 
within  four  miles.  Had  it  been 
then  in  our  power,  we  fhonld  then 
have  taken  our  ftation  off  the  town 
immediately  ;  but  as  that  could 
not  be  done  from  the  rapidity  of 
the  current,  I  was  rather  pleafed 
than  otherwife  with  the  pofition 
we  had  been  forced  to  take  ;  for 
in  the  conferences  between  Mr, 
Arbuthnot  and  the  Captain  Pacha, 
of  the  particulars  of  which  your 
lordfhip  is  in  poffeffion,  it  was 
promifed  by  Mr.  A.  that  even 
when  the  fquadron  had  arrived  be¬ 
fore  Conftantinople,  the  door  to 
pacification  fhould  remain  #pen, 
and  that  he  would  be  willing  to 
negociate  on  mrms  of  equality  and 
juitice,  In  confederation  of  this 
promifs,  and  as  it  would  convince 
the  Porte  of  his  Majefty’s  earned 
defire  to  preferve  peace,  as  well  as 
pGffefs  her  minifters  with  a  confix 
dence  of  the  fincerity  of  our  pro- 
feftions,  it  was  the  opinion  of  Mr, 
A.  in  which  I  concurred,  that  it 
was  fortunate  we  had  anchored  at 
a  little  diftarice  from  the  capital, 
as  a  nearer  approach  might  have 
gi  ven  caufe  for  fufpicion  and  alarm, 
and  have  cut  off  the  profpef!  of 


an  amicable  adjuftment  of  the  dif* 
ferences  which  had  arifen. 

At  noon  of  the  2j.ft,  Yfak  Bey, 
a  minifter  of  the  Porte,  came  off; 
from  whofe  expreftions  Mr.  Aiv 
buthnot  thought  it  impoffible  not 
to  believe,  that  in  the  head  of  the 
government  (for  in  the  prefen  t  in* 
fiance  every  circumftance  proved, 
that  between  him  and  the  armed 
opulace,  a  great  diftinftion  is  tQ 
e  made)  there  really  exifted  3 
fincere  defire  for  peace ;  and  the 
negociation  was  carried  on,  as  will 
appear  by  the  documents  tranfmit- 
ted  to  your  lordfhip,  till  the  27th! 
but  from  the  moment  of  our  an¬ 
chorage  till  we  weighed,  on  the 
morning  of  the  ift  of  March,  fuch 
was  the  unfortunate  date  of  the 
weather,  that  it  was  not  at  any 
time  in  our  power  to  have  occu¬ 
pied  a  fituation  which  would  have 
enabled  the  fquadron  to  commence 
ofFepfive  operations  againft  Con- 
ftantinople.  On  Sunday  the  2  2d 
alone,  for  a  few  hours,  the  breeze 
was  fufticient  to  have  ftemmed  the 
current  where  we  were  placed  ;  but 
fuch  was  the  rapidity  on  fhore 
where  the  Endymion  was  a:  anchor# 
that  Captain  Capel  thought  it  very 
doubtful  whether  the  fquadront 
could  have  obtained  an  anchorage# 
though  it  had  been  held  in  prepa¬ 
rative  readinefs,  by  fignal,  from 
day-break  5  but  the  peculiarly  un¬ 
fettled  date  of  the  weather,  and 
the  minifter’, s  defire  that  I  fhould 
give  a  few  hours  for  an  anfwer  tQ 
his  letter,  through  Yfak  Bey,  pre¬ 
vented  me  from  trying.  Before 
five  o’clock  P,  M.  it  was  nearly 
calm,  and  in  the  evening  the  wind 
was  entirely  from  the  eaftward, 
and  continued  light  airs  or  caln? 
till  the  evening  of  the  38  th#  wherj 
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it  blew  frefh  from  the  N.  E.  and 
rendered  it  impoffible  to  change 
pur  poll t ion. 

Two  days  after  our  arrival  near 
Conftantinople,  the  Arabaffador 
found  himfelf  indifpofed2  and  has 
been  ever  fince  ponfined  with  a  fit 
pf  illnefs,  fo  fevere  as  to  prevent 
him  from  attending  tp  bufinefs. 
Under  thefe  pircpmftances  he  had 
delivered  in  on  the  22d,  to  the 
Turkifh  pfinifters,  a  projet,  as  the 
balls  on  which  peace  might  be  pre- 
ferved  ;  and  at  his  defire,  the  fub- 
fequent  part  of  the  negociation 
tvas  carried  on  in  my  jiame,  with 
bis  advice  and  afiiftance  :  and  while 
I  lament  mod  deeply,  that  it  has 
not  ended  jn  the  re-eftablifnment 
pi  peace,  I  derive  confplation 
from  the  refleftion,  that  no  effort 
has  been  wanting  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Arbuthnot  and  myfelf  tp  ob- 
tain  fuch  a  reful t,  vyhich  was  foon 
feen,  from  the  fiate  of  the  prepa¬ 
rations  at'  Conftaminople,  could 
be  effe&ed  by  negotiation  only,  as 
the  ftrength  of  the  current  from 
the  Bofphorus,  with  the  circui¬ 
tous  eddies  of  the  port,  rendered 
it  impracticable  to  place  (hips  for 
an  attack  without  a  commanding 
breeze ;  which,  during  the  ten 
days  I  was  off  the  tpwn,  it  was 
pot  my  goodfprtune  to  meet  with, 

I  now  come  to  the  point  of  ex¬ 
plaining  to  your  lordfhip  the  mo¬ 
tives  which  fixed  me  to  decide  in 
repafiing  the  channel  of  the  Dar¬ 
danelles,  and  reljnquifhing  every 
idea  of  attacking  the  capital ; 
and  I  feel  confident  it  will  require 
no  argument  to  convince  your 
iordlhip  of  the  utter  impracticabi¬ 
lity  of  our  force  having  made  any 
imprefHon,  as  at  this  time  the 
whoje  line  of  the  coaft  prefented  a 


chain  of  batteries ;  that  twelve 
Turkifh  line  of  battle  fffips,  two 
of  them  3-deckers,  with  nine  fri, 
gates,  were  with  their  fails  bent, 
and  apparently  in  readinefs,  filled 
with  troops :  add  to  this,  near 
two  hundred  thoufand  were  faid 
tp  be  ip  Conftantinople,  to  march 
againft  the  Ruffians  :  befides,  there 
were  an  innumerable  quantity  of 
fmall  craft,  with  boats ;  and  fire- 
veffels  had  been  prepared  to  aCt 
againft  us.  With  the  batteries 
alone  we  rpight  have  coped,  or 
with  the  fhips,  covild  we  have  got 
them  out  of  their  ftrong  hold  ;  bus 
your  lordfhip  will  be  aware,  that 
after  combating  the  oppofition 
which  the  refources  of  an  empire 
had  been  many  weeks  employed  in 
preparing,  we  fhould  have  been  iq 
no  Hate  to  have  defended  ourfelves 
againft  them  as  defcribed,  and 
then  repafs  the  Dardanelles.  I 
know  it  was  my  duty,  in  obedience, 
to  youf  lordfhip’s  orders,  to  at. 
tempt  every  thing  (governed  by 
the  opinion  of  the  ambaffador)  that 
appeared  within  the  compafs  of 
poffibility;  but  when  the  unavoid¬ 
able  facrifice  of  the  fauadron  com¬ 
mitted  to  my  charge,  (which  muft 
have  arifen,  had  I  waited  for  a 
wind  to  have  enabled  me  to  can¬ 
nonade  the  tpwn,  unattended  by 
the  remoteft  chance  of  obtaining 
any  advantage  for  his  Majefty’s 
fervice),  mpft  have  been  the  con- 
fequenep  of  pqrfuing  that  objeCf, 
it  at  once  became  my  pofitive  duty, 
however  wounded  in  pride  and  am¬ 
bition,  to  rclinquifh  it ;  and  if  J 
had  not  been  already  fatisfied  04 
the  fubjefi,  the  increafed  oppofi- 
tion  in  the  Dardanelles  would  have 
convinced  me  I  had  done  right, 
when  I  refolved  on  the  meafure  as 

indifpenfably 
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fpdifpenfably  neceflary.  I  there¬ 
fore  weighed  with  the  fquadron 
on  the  morning  of  the  ift  :  and  as 
it  had  been  reported,  that  the 
Turkifh  fleet  defigned  to  make  an 
effort  againtt  us,  to  give  them  an 
opportunity,  if  fuch  was  really 
their  intention,  I  continued  to 
ffand  on  and  off  during  the  day, 
but  they  fhowed  no  difpofition  to 
move. — I  therefore,  as  every  hour 
was  of  importance,  bore  up  at 
dufk  with  the  fquadron  :  we  arrived 
off'  Point  Pefquies  towards  the 
evening  of  the  2d  infkmt ;  but  the 
day-light  would  not  admit  of  our 
attempting  to  pafs  the  cattles,  and 
the  fquadron  came  to  anchor  for 
the  night;  we  weighed  in  the 
morning,  and,  when  I  add,  that 
every  fhip  was  in  fafety  outflde 
of  the  paffage  about  noon,  it  was 
not  without  the  moft  lively  fenfe 
pf  the  good  fortune  that  has  at¬ 
tended  us? 

The  Turks  had  been  occupied 
unceafingly,  in  adding  to  the 
number  pf  their  forts ;  fome  had 
been  already  completed,  and  others 
were  in  a  forward  ftate.  The  fire 
pf  the  two  inner  cattles  had,  on 
our  going  up,  been  fevere  ;  but,  J 
am  lorry  to  fay,  the  effects  they 
have  had  on  our  fhips  returning, 
has  proved  them  to  be  doubly 
formidable;  in  fhort,  had  they 
been  allowed  another  week  to  com¬ 
plete  their  defences  throughout  the 
channel,  it  would  have  been  a  very 
doubtful  point  whether  a  return 
lay  ope,n  to  ys  at  all.  The  manner 
in  which  they  employed  the  in¬ 
terval  of  our  abfence  has  proved 
their  afliduity.  I  tranfmit  your 
lordfliip  an  account  of  the  damage 
fuftained  by  the  refpedive  fhips ; 
ns  alfo  their  lofs  in  killed  and 
Wounded j,  which  your  lordfliip  will 


perceive  is  far  from  trifling.  The 
roainmaft  of  the  Windfor  Cattle 
being  more  than  three  quarters  cut 
through  by  a  granite  fhot  of  eight 
hundred  weight,  we  have  found 
great  difficulty  in  having  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  See . 
j.  F.  Duckworth, 

P,  S.  I  am  forry  to  obferve, 
that,  m  the  courfe  of  this  letter 
to  your  lordfliip,  I  have  omitted 
to  mention,  that  having  placed 
the  Hon.  Capt.  Cape],  in  the  En- 
dymion,  wnich  had  been  advanced 
in  the  ftream  of  the  Bofphorus, 
for  the  purpofe  of  afeertaining 
when  the  fquadron  could  ttem  the 
current,  and  for  a  watchful  obfer- 
vation  of  the  movements  of  the 
Turks,  as  well  as  to  facilitate 
communication  with  the  Porte,  I 
feel  myfelf  indebted  to  that  officer 
for  his  zealous  attention  and  af- 
fidmty  during  tne  time  he  was 
placed  in  that  arduous  fituation. 

J*  t.  ri. 

Royal  George,  off  Co  ff  anti*, 
no  pie,  Feb .  2 1 , 

*■  My  Lord, 

I  had  the  honour  of  tranfmit* 
ting  to  your  lordfliip,  by  the  late 
hrft  lieutenant  of  the  Ajax,  the 
various  details  relating  to  the  tranf- 
a^lions  of  the  fquadron  till  the 
17th  ult.  Your  lordfliip  will 
Pom  thence  have  been  informed  of 
my  refolution  of  patting  the  "Oar* 
dandles  the  fir  A  fair  wind.  Affine 
wind  from  thefouthward  permitted 
me  to  carry  it  into  effed  013  the 
morning  of  thp  7qfh>^Lifbrma- 
tior.  had  beep  given  me  by  his 
ma jetty’s  minifler,  Mr.  Arbuth- 
not,  and  Sir  Thomas  Louis,  that 
Uic  i  urkifh  fquadron,  qonflfling  of 

a  64.  gum? 
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a  64  gun.ftbp,  four  frigates,  and 
feveral  corvettes,  had  been  for 
lometime  at  anchor  within  the 
inner  caftle  ;  and  conceiving  it 
pofiible  they  might  have  remained 
there,  I  had  given  orders  to  Rear- 
admiral  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  to 
bring  up  with  the  Thunderer, 
Standard,  and  Adlive,  and  deftroy 
them,  fhould  our  palfage  be  op- 
pofed.  At  a  quarter  before  nine 
o’clock,  the  whole  of  the  fquadron 
had  palled  the  outer  caftles,  with¬ 
out  having  returned  a  (hot  to  their 
lire  (which  occaftoned  but  little 
injury).  This  forbearance  was 
produced  by  the  defire  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  minifter,  exprelfed,  to  pre- 
ferve  every  appearance  of  amity, 
that  he  might  negociate  with  the 
ftrongeft  proof  of  the  pacific  difpo- 
iition  of  our  fovereign  towards 
the  Porte;  a  fecond  battery  on  the 
European  fide  fired  alfo  with  as 
little  effcft.  At  half  pad  nine 
o’clock,  the  Canopus,  which,  on 
account  of  Sir  Thomas  Louis’s 
knowledge  of  the  channel,  joined 
to  the  Heady  gallantry,  which  I 
had  before  experienced,  had  been 

4  J 

appointed  to  lead,  entered  the  nar¬ 
row  palfage  of  Seatos  and  Abydos, 
and  fuftaiiied  a  very  heavy  cannon¬ 
ade  from  both  caftles,  within  point 
blank;  (hot  of  each.  They  opened 
their  fire  on  our  (hips  as  they  con- 
tiniv. d  to  pafs  in  fucceffion,  al¬ 
though  I  was  happy  in  obferving 
that  the  very  fpirited  return  it 
met  with  had  fo  confiderably  di¬ 
min' iked  its  force,  that  the  effeffc 
pn  the  fternmoft  fnips  could  not 
have  been  fo  fevere. 

Immediately'  to  the  N.  E.  of 
the  caftles,  and  between  them  and 
Point  Pefquies,  on  which  a  formi¬ 
dable  battery  had  been  newly 
erected,  the  fmall  fquadron  which 


I  have  already  alluded  to  were  at 
anchor.  The  van  divifion  of  our 
fquadron  gave  them  their  broad- 
tides  as  they  palled,  and  Sir  Syd¬ 
ney  Smith,  with  his  divifion,  clofed 
into  the  midft,  and  the  eftedt  of  the 
fire  was  fuch,  that  in  half  an  hour 
the  Turks  had  all  cut  their  cables 
to  run  on  Ihore.  The  objedf  of 
the  rear-admiral  was  then  to  de- 
ftroy  them,  which  was  moll  ra¬ 
pidly  effefted  ;  as  in  lefs  than  four 
hours  the  whole  of  them  had  ex¬ 
ploded,  except  a  fmall  corvette* 
and  a  gun-boat,  which  it  was 
thought  proper  to  preferve.  I  en- 
clofe  to  your  lordfhip  a  ftatement 
of  their  number ;  and  when  I  add 
alfo  an  account  of  the  lofs  his  ma- 
jelly’s  fhipshave  fuftained,  I  can¬ 
not  help  exprelfing  my  fatisfadtiop 
that  we  have  fullered  fo  llightly  ; 
as,  had  any  of  their  ftone  {hot, 
fome  of  which  exceeded  800 
weight,  made  fuch  a  breach  be¬ 
tween  wind  and  water,  as  they 
have  done  in  our  fides,  the  ftiip 
muft  have  funk ;  or  had  they  {truck 
a  lower  matt  in  the  centre,  it  muft 
evidently  have  been  cut  in  two  ;  in 
the  rigging,  too,  no  accident  oc¬ 
curred  that  was  not  perfectly  ar¬ 
ranged  in  the  courfe  of  the  next 
day.  The  fprit-fail  yard  of  the 
Royal  George,  the  gaft  of  the 
Canopus,  and  the  main-top-fail- 
yard  of  the  Standard,  are  the  only 
ipars  that  were  injured.  It  is 
with  peculiar  pleafure  that  1  em¬ 
brace  the  opportunity  which  has 
been  at  this  time  afforded,  of  bear¬ 
ing  teftimony  to  the  zeal  and  dif, 
tinguiftied  ability  of  Sir  Sidney 
Smith,  the  manner  in  which  he 
executed  the  fervice  entrulled  to 
him  was  worthy  of  the  reputation 
which  he  has  long  fince  fo  juftly 
and  generally  eftablilhed.  The 

terms 
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terms  of  approbation  in  which  the 
rear-admiral  relates  the  conduct  of 
Captains  Dacres,  Talbot,  Har¬ 
vey,  and  Moubray,  which  from 
my  being  under  the  necefiity  of 
paffing  the  Point  of  Pefquies  be¬ 
fore  the  van  could  anchor,  he  had 
a  greater  opportunity  of  obferving 
than  I  could,  cannot  but  be  highly 
flattering ;  but  I  was  a  more  im¬ 
mediate  witnefs  to  the  able  and 
officer-like  conduct  wliich  Captain 
Moubray  difplayed  in  obedience 
to  my  fignal,  by  dedroying  a  fri¬ 
gate  with  which  he  had  been  more 
particularly  engaged,  having  dri¬ 
ven  her  on  {bore  on  the  European 
fide,  after  (lie  had  been  forced  to 
cut  her  cables,  from  under  the  fire 
of  the  Pompee  and  Thunderer. 
The  fixty-four  having  run  on  Ihore 
on  Pefquies  Point,  1  ordered  the 
Repulfe  to  work  up  and  dedroy 
her,  which  Captain  Legge,  in 
conjunction  with  the  boats  of  the 
Pompee,  executed  with  great 
promptitude  and  judgment.  The 
battery  on  the  point,  of  more  than 
thirty  guns,  which,  had  it  been 
completely  finifhed,  was  in  a  pofi- 
tion  to  have  annoyed  the  fquadron 
mod  feverely  in  paffing,  was  taken 
poifeffion  of  by  the  royal  marines 
and  boats’  crews  of  the  rear-divi- 
fion,  the  Turks  having  retired  at 
their  approach,  and  the  guns  were 
immediately  fpiked.  This  fervice 
was  performed  under  the  direction 
of  Captain  Nicholls,  of  the  Stand¬ 
ard’s  marines,  whofefpirit  and  en- 
terprize  can  never  be  doubted ; 
but  as  circumdances  rendered  it 
impracticable  to  efteCfc  the  entire 
deftruCtion  of  the  redoubt,  orders 
were  given  by  Sir  Sidney  Smith 
to  Captain  Moubray,  which  I 
fully  approved,  to  remain  at  an¬ 
chor  near  the  Pefquies,  and  to  em¬ 


ploy  Lieutenants  Carrol  and  Ara¬ 
bic,  of  the  Pompee,  and  Lieute¬ 
nant  Lawrie,  of  the  marines,  to 
complete  the  demolition  of  the  re¬ 
doubt  and  guns,  which  when  per¬ 
formed,  the  ACtive  was  to  conti¬ 
nue  in  the  paiTage  of  the  Darda¬ 
nelles,  till  further  orders. 

At  a  quarter  pad  five  P.  M.  the 
fquadron  was  enabled  to  make  fail ; 
and  on  the  evening  of  the  next 
day,  the  20th,  came  to  an  anchor 
at  ten  o’clock,  near  the  Prince’s 
1  (lands,  about  eight  miles  from 
Condantinople,  when  I  difpatched 
Captain  C'apel,  in  the  Endymion, 
to  anchor  near  the  town,  if  the 
wind,  which  was  light,  would  the 
permit  the  (hip  to  dem  the  current, 
to  convey  the  ambaffador’s  dis¬ 
patches  to  the  Sublime  Porte  in  the 
morning  by  a  flag  of  truce  j  but 
he  found  it  impracticable  to  get 
within  four  miles,  and  confequently 
anchored  at  half-pad  1 1  P.  M.  I 
have  now  the  higheft  fatisfaCtion 
to  add,v  that  the  conduCt  of  the 
officers  and  (hips’  companies  of  the 
fquadron  under  my  command,  has 
fully  fupported  the  character  of  the 
Britifh  navy,  and  is  deferving  of 
my  warmed  eulogium.  Having 
endeavoured  to  pay  juft  tribute  to 
tbofe  whofe  duty  necedarily  called 
them  into  this  fervice,  I  fhould 
feel  myfelf  very  deficient  if  I 
omitted  to  mention  that  his  ma- 
jedy’s  minider,  Mr.  Arbuthnot, 
and  Lord  Burgherfh  (who  had  re- 
quedcd  to  take  a  cruife  with  me), 
were  among).!  the  mod  animated  in 
the  combat.  To  Captain  Black¬ 
wood,  who,  after  the  unfortunate 
lofs  of  the  Ajax,  volunteered  to 
ferve  in  the  Royal  George,  great 
praife  is  due  for  his  able  aflidance 
in  regulating  the  fire  of  the  mid¬ 
dle  and  lower  (jacks ;  and  when 

the 
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the  Royal  George  anchored,  he 
moil  readily  offered  his  fer vices  to 
convey  a  meflage  to  the  Endy  mion, 
of  great  moment,  her  pilot  having 
refufe.d  to  take  charge  of  the  fh ip. 
From  thence  he  gave  his  afiiftance 
to  arrange  the  landing  of  the 
troops  from  the  fixty-four,  and 
felting  her  on  fire  :  indeed,  where 
a£Hve  fervice  was  to  perform, 
there  was  his  anxious  defire  to  he 
placed.  His  officers  too  requefted 
to  ferve  in  the  fquadron,  and  their 
fervices,  in  paffing  the  Dardanel¬ 
les,  met  with  approbation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec. 

(Signed),  Jr  T.  Duckworth.” 

A  Lift  of  Turk  iff?  Ships  and  Veffels 
taken  and  d/flroyed  at  anchor  off 
Point  PejqnieSy  Feb.  19,  1807, 
wjithin  the  Forts  of  the  Darda » 
n  tiles. 

Burnt— One  line  of  battle 
Ihip,  64  guns  ;  four  trigates,  three 
corvettes,  one  brig,  two  gun¬ 
boats.- — Taken  pobeffion  of,  one 
corvette,  one  gun-boat, 

[The  letter,  dated  Feb.  28, 
mentions  an  unfortunate  attempt 
of  the  marines  and  boats’  crews 
pf  the  Canopus,  Royal  George, 
Wind  for  Cable,  and  Standard, 
who,  under  the  command  of  Capt. 
Rent,  were  fent  to  take  a  party  of 
Turks  who  were  eredling  a  bat¬ 
tery  on  the  ifland  of  Prota.  Cap? 
tain  Kent  had  pofitive  orders  not 
to  purfue  the  objedl  if  he  found 
it  attended  with  any  hazard  ;  but 
it  appeared  that  the  information, 
of  a  few  Turks  only  having  re¬ 
mained  on  the  ill  and,  was  en¬ 
tirely  falfe,  as  nearly  a  hundred  of 
them  had  retired  to  an  old  convent, 
from  loop-holes  in  the  walls  of 


which  they  defended  the-ffifeJve# 
wfth  mufkerry.  In  this  affair  we 
had  Lieutenant  Belli,  a  young  offi¬ 
cer  of  the  faired  promife,  and  four 
feamen  ;  one  officer,  and  one  pri¬ 
vate  marine  killed; — two  officers, 
three  petty  officers,  and  five  fea„ 
men ;  one  officer,  two  non-com- 
miffioned  officers,  and  fix  private 
marines,  wounded.] 

Return  of  Killed  and  Wounded  on 
board  his  Majifjp  Ships  under 
the  Orders  of  Vice-Admiral  Sir 
John  Thomas  Duckrworth)  K.  £f 
in  forcing  the  Paffage  of  the  Dar~ 
dan t- lie S)  on  the  1  9 th  of  February  ; 
at  the  Attack  of  Prota,  the  2~]th  ■ 
and  on  returning  through  the  Dar * 
dandles ,  on  the  of  March , 
1807. 

Royal  George — Lieut.  G.  L* 
Belli,  fi  x  feamen  and  two  marines 
killed  ;  Mr.  }.  Forbes,  brb  lieu¬ 
tenant,  flightly  wounded  ;  Lieu¬ 
tenant  N.  J.  Willoughby,  badly 
wounded ;  Mr,  G,  Holbrook, 
flightly  wounded  ;  Mr.  Furneaux, 
Mr.  Dalryffiple,  Mr.  J.  Alexander, 

Mr, - Roufe,  and  Mr.  Cotef- 

worth,  midfhipman,  badly  wound¬ 
ed  ;  forty-five  feamen,  and  eight 
marines,  wounded. 

Canopus — Captain  Kent,  of  the 
marines,  four  feamen,  and  one  ma, 
rinp,  killed  ;  Mr.  J.  L[ichpls,  maf? 
ter’s  mate,  Mr.  G.  Wray,  mid¬ 
fhipman,  and  Mr.  G.  Moore,  pilot, 
badly  wounded  ;  fifteen  feamen, 
and  eight  marines  wounded ;  one 
fince  dead. 

Pompee-r-Five  feamen,  wounded, 
Windfqr  Cable — Four  feamen, 
killed;  Mr.  Wrq.  Jopes,  maker's 
mate,  flightly  wounded ;  nineteen 
feamen  wounded. 

Repulfe — Ten  feamen,  killed  ; 
Mr,  J,  Magni,  maker’s  mate, 

bightly 
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nightly  wounded  ;  Lieut.  Marlhall, 
of  the  marines,  dangeroudy  wound¬ 
ed  ;  four  Teamen,  and  eight  marines, 
wounded. 

Thunderer — Fire  Teamen"  and 
one  marine,  killed  ;  Lieutenant  J. 
Waller,  badly  wounded  ;  Lieut. 
Colby,  and  Mr.  Moore,  midlhip- 
rrtan,  {lightly  wounded;  nineteen 
Teamen  and  fix  marines,  wounded. 

Standard— Four  Teamen,  killed, 
d.nd  four  Teamen,  milling  ;  Lieut. 
V).  Harrington,  badly  wounded  ; 
Lieut.  Fynmofe*  of  the  marines, 
ditto  ;  Mr.  W*  Shorbrid  ge,  boat- 
Twain,  and  Mr.  J*  Haines,  makers* 
mate,  (lightly  wounded  ;  Mr.  W. 
Smith,  midfhipman,  badly  wound¬ 
ed  ;  Mr.  C.  J  ay,  midfhipman, 
Lightly ;  42  Teamen,  and  feven 
marines,  wounded. 

AClive. — None  killed;  Mr.  M. 
Palmer,  boatfwain,  badly  wouuded  ; 
4 Teamen,  and  3  marines,  wounded. 

Endymidn— Thrfce  Teamen,  kil¬ 
led  ;  Lieut.  J.  Langdon,  badly 
wounded ;  eight  Teamen  and  one 
marine,  wounded,  , 

Meteor — -None  killed  ;  Lieut, 
G.  E.  Ballchild,  of  the  marine 
artillery,  badly  wounded  ;  A.  Fo¬ 
ley,  and  T.  Coombes,  gunners, 
ditto;  J.  Brown,  artillery  gunner, 
(lightly  wounded;  Tour  Teamen, 
wounded. 

Total — Forty-two  killed,  233; 
wounded,  and  Tour  miffing. 


London  Gazette,  May 9,  1 807, 

A  dif patch,  of  which  the  inclofed  is 
a  copyy  has  been  received  this  day 
at  the  office  of  V if  count  Gaftle- 
rcagh ,  one  of  his  Majefly’ s  Princi¬ 
pal  Secretaries  of  State ,  from 
Major-General  F  refer  y  dated  Alex¬ 
andria ,  the  2  fh  of  Marchy  1807, 
etddrefficd  to  the  Rt,  Hon.  Wm* 
Windham , 


Alexandria ,  March  25,  1807. 

<s  Sir, 

It  is  with  much  fatisfa&ion  I 
have  the  honour  to  inform  you, 
that*  in  the  afternoon  of  the  20th 
current,  the  town  and  fort  redes  of 
Alexandria,  with  two  Turkilh 
frigates  and  a  corvette,  furrendered 
to  his  majeky's  arms  by  capitula¬ 
tion  ;  and  that  they  were  taken 
polfeffion  of  on  the  memorable 
morning  of  the  21ft,  by  the  troops 
under  my  command. 

You  are  already  apprized  of  my 
having  been  detached  on  this  fer- 
vice,  with  a  body  of  troops  from 
Meffina,  by  his  Excellency  Gene¬ 
ral  FoXj  under  convoy  of  his  ma- 
jeky’s  (hips  Tigre  and  Apollo; 
and  the  Wizard  Hoop  was  Tent  for¬ 
ward  by  Captain  Hallowed,  to 
get  intelligence  from  Major  MIL 
fet,  whom  I  had  been,  by  my  in- 
kruCtions,  directed  to  confult  as  to 
the  bell  plan  of  operations  for  ef¬ 
fecting  the  purpofes  of  the  expe¬ 
dition. — I  have  now  to  acquaint 
you,  that  in  the  night  of  the  7th 
ink.  (the  day  after  we  killed),  the 
Apollo  frigate,  with  nineteen 
tranfports  out  of  thirty-three, 
which  conveyed  the  troops,  parted 
company,  and  that  the  other  four¬ 
teen,  with  the  Tigre,  came  to  an 
anchbr  to  the  weft  ward  of  Alex¬ 
andria,  on  the  1 6th. 

On  our  getting  near  the  land  we 
faw  the  Wizard,  and  Captain 
Palmer  immediately  brought  me 
the  intelligence  he  had  received 
from  Major  Miket,  together  with 
a  letter  from  him,  dating  that  he 
had  not  come  off  himfelf,  think¬ 
ing  his  prefence  in  Alexandria  ab- 
folutely  necelfary  to  counteract  the 
intrigues  of  the  French  Conful, 
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who  was  endeavouring  to  prevail 
upon  the  governor  to  admit  a  body 
of  Albanians,  from  Rofetta,  to 
affift  in  the  defence  of  the  place. 

He  earneftly  recommended  me 
to  land  the  troops  immediately,  as 
the  inhabitants  were  well  affected 
towards  us,  and  that  he  had  fan. 
guine  hopes  we  fhould  be  able  to 
get  pofifeffion  of  it  without  firing 
a  fhot.  Before  I  determined, 
however,  upon  this  meafure,  I 
deemed  it  prudent  to  acquaint  Ma¬ 
jor  Millet  with  the  very  diminilh- 
ed  ftate  of  my  force,  and  I  there¬ 
fore  fent  in  my  aid-de-camp,  Capt. 
A’Court,  of  the  31ft  regiment, 
with  a  flag  of  truce  to  him,  with 
a  detailed  account  of  it,  and  at 
the  fame  time,  a  manifefto  to  the 
governor  and  inhabitants,  (a  copy 
of  which  I  enclofe,)  which  had  not 
the  defired  effedf,  but,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  treated  with  contempt.  The 
major,  however,  in  reply,  ilrongly 
urged  my  immediately  landing  ; 
ftill  repeating  that  we  fhould  not 
meet  with  any  refinance,  and  that 
my 'doing  fo  would  be  the  only 
means  of  preventing  the  garrifon 
being  reinforced  by  the  Albanians, 
who  had  adlually  been  fent  for, 
and  might  be  expeded  in  thecourfe 
of  twenty-four  hours. 

Thefe  conliderations  led  me  to 
follow  his  advice,  and  accordingly 
I  landed  that  evening  (the  17th) 
as  many  troops  as  our  fmall  num¬ 
ber  of  boats  could  convey,  a  few 
miles  to  the  ea Award  of  Marabout, 
without  oppofition,  though  I  could 
only  take  up  a  pofition  for  the 
night ;  as  before  the  next  landing 
could  be  effefted,  fuch  a  furf  had 
arifen  on  the  beach,  as  totally  to 
prevent  the  fecond  divifion  from 
approaching  the  Ihore. 

The  next  morning,  however. 


with  infinite  difficulty  and  rifk 
they  were  landed ;  but  finding  my 
firuation  now,  from  the  increafed 
height  of  the  furf  and  appearance 
of  the  weather,  to  be  very  pre- 
earioHs,  both  with  refpedl  to  get¬ 
ting  provifions  or  {lores  on  ihore, 
or  having  any  communications  with 
the  tranfports,  I  determined  at  all 
hazards  to  force  my  way  to  the 
weftern  fide,  where  1  could  receive 
fupplies  from  Aboukir  Bay,  at  the 
fame  time  refolving  to  attempt 
(palling)  to  get  into  the  town,  even 
with  the  fmall  force  I  had,  and 
puih  my  way,  if  poflible,  into  the 
forts  that  commanded  it,  a  matter 
I  had  reafon  to  believe  from  Ma¬ 
jor  Miller  and  others,  would  not 
be  very  difficult  to  accomplifh. 

I  therefore  moved  forward  about 
eight  o’clock  in  the  evening  of 
the  1 8  th,  and  in  our  way  forced  a 
pallifadoed  imrenchment  with  a 
deep  ditch  in  front  of  it,  (that 
had  been  thrown  up  by  the 
Turks,  as  a  defence  againlf  the 
Mamelukes  and  Arabs  on  the 
weftern  fide)  ftretching  from  Fort 
des  Bains  to  Lake  Mareotis, 
ftrengthewed  by  three  batteries 
mounting  eight  guns,  exclufive 
of  Fort  des  Bains  on  the  right 
flank,  mounting  thirteen  guns. 

This  we  effedled  with  very  lit¬ 
tle  lofs,  though  under  a  heavy  fire 
of  cannon  and  muiketry,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  within  a  few  yards  of Pom- 
pey’s  Gate,  where  we  found  the 
garrifpn  prepared  to  receive  us, 
the  gate  barricadoed,  and  the  walls 
lined  with  troops  and  armed  inha¬ 
bitants  :  this,  added  to  the  fmall- 
nefs  of  my  force,  (not  exceeding- 
on^  thoufand  men  of  all  deferip- 
tions),  led  me  to  think  the  rilk 
too  great,  and  I  determined  to 
proceed  to  the  weftward,  as  I  had 
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originally  intended,  where  I  ar¬ 
rived  in  the  morning  of  the  19th, 
and  took  up,  my  pofition  on  the 
ground  the  Britiffi  troops  occupied 
m  the  action  of  the  21ft,  imme¬ 
diately  fending  detachments  to 
take  poffeffion  of  Aboukir  Cattle, 
and  the  cut  between  the  Lakes 
Maadie  and  Mareotis,  by  which 
communication  the  reinforcement 
of  Albanians  was  expedled  in  Alex¬ 
andria  ;  in  both  thefe  attempts  we 
fucceeded . 

The  next  day,  the  20th,  I  fent 
in  (by  a  friendly  Arab  that  had 
ftolen  out  of  the  town,  and  joined 
us)  a  manifefto,  addreffed  to  the 
inhabitants,  warning  them  of  the 
danger  of  implicating  friends  and 
foes  in  the  event  of  taking  the 
place  by  affiault,  and  urging  them 
to  force  the  governor  to  capitu¬ 
late.  This  had  the  defired  effect, 
a  flag  of  truce  was  fent  out,  and 
a  capitulation,  (of  which  I  here¬ 
with  inclofe  a  copy)  was  agreed  to 
and  figned. 

Although  this  fervice  has  for¬ 
tunately  not  been  of  long  dura¬ 
tion  :  yet,  from  the  fcantinefs  of 
our  numbers,  and  the  fcarcity  of 
all  forts  of  fupplies,  as  well  mili¬ 
tary  {lores  as  provittons,  (which 
the  boifterous  {late  of  the  wea¬ 
ther  completely  prevented  our  re¬ 
ceiving)  our  fituation  was,  for 
fome  time,  rather  critical ;  and  I 
am  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power 
to  bear  teftimony  to  the  patience 
and  cheerfulnefs  .with  which  the 
troops  bore  every  privation,  and 
the  ardour  and  fpirit  they  {hewed 
in  the  attack  of  the  enemy  7s 
works,  as  well  as  the  inclination 
and  wilh.  they  difplayed  to  have 
formed  the  place,  had  I  deemed 
that  ftep  advifeable. 

To  Major-general  Wauchope, 


the  Hon.  Brigadier-general  Stuart, 
and  Colonel  Ofvvald,  who  landed 
with,  and  accompanied  me,  I  feel 
myfelf  under  great  obligations,  for 
their  exertions  and  affiftance  in 
carrying  on  the  fervice  ;  and  I  am 
much  indebted  to  Lieutenant-ge¬ 
neral,  and  Captain  Green,  adiing 
as  deputy  quarter-matter  general, 
for  the  great  attention  and  zeal 
fnewn  by  them  in  forwarding  and 
executing  the  duties  of  their  re- 
fpedlive  departments ;  and  I  think 
it  but  juilice  to  Captain  Pym,  and 
to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  de¬ 
tachment  of  the  royal  artillery, 
that  was  with  me,  to  mention  the 
very  great  zeal  and  alacrity  which 
they  difplayed  on  every  occafion, 
which  I  am  confident  would  have 
been  equally  confpicuous  on  the 
part  of  Capt.  Burgoyne  and  the 
officers  of  the  engineers,  had  cir~ 
cumftances  permitted  them  to  have 
adled. 

To  Captain  Hallowed,  and  the 
officers  and  feamen  of  his  Majefty’s 
fh ip  Tigre,  I  cannot  fufficiently 
exprefs  my  acknowledgments  for 
the  affiftance  they  afforded  me,  and 
for  the  readinefs  with  which  they 
Hood  forward  on  all  occafions, 
Capt.  Hallowed  marched  with  me 
to  the  attack  of  the  enemy’s  en¬ 
trenchments,  and  to  the  very  gates 
of  the  city,  and  remained  on  ihore 
until  the  place  furrendered ;  from 
his  advice  and  legal  knowledge,  I 
derived  ufeful  information. 

Capt.  Withers,  of  the  royal 
navy,  agent  of  tranfpo'rts,  is  alfo 
entitled  to  praife,  for  his  adlivity 
in  landing  the  troops,  and  for  the 
exertions  he  afterwards  made  for 
fupplying  them  with  provittons. 

I  fend  you  herewith  a  return  of 
the  killed,  wounded,  and  miffing, 
together  with  returns  of  prifoners 

made 
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made,  and  of  the  public  ftores  of 
different  defcriptions  found  in  the 
feveral  batteries  and  magazines. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  A.  M.  Frazer, 

Maj.-Gen. 

P.  S.  The  Apollo,  with  the  19 
miffing  tranfpofts,  camp  to  anchor 
In  Aboukir  Bay,  on  the  morning- 
of  the  20th,  and  Sir  J.  Duck- 
worth’s  fquadron  arrived  here  on 
the  2 2d. 

It  is  but  due  to  Lieut.  Hunter, 
and  a  froall  detachment  of  the  20th 
light  dragoons,  who  were  landed 
without  their  horfes  or  arms,  to’ 
mention  the  zeal  and  fpirit  with 
which  they  volunteered  their  fer- 
vices,  and  carried  the  fealing  lad¬ 
ders,  on  the  night  of  the  18th. 

Articles  of  the  capitulation  for 
the  furrender  of  the  city  of  Alex¬ 
andria.  Seid  Nahamed  Naim  Ef- 
lendi  being  commiffioned  by  his 
Excellency  Emen  Bey,  the  go¬ 
vernor,  andHagg  Mahartiet  Katto, 
and  Sieg  Ibrahim,  chieftain  of  the 
people,  accompanied  by  Signor 
Antonio  Godard,  propofe  to  place 
the  city  and  forts  in  the  poffef- 
fion  of  the  commanders  in  chief 
of  the  lard  and  naval  forces  of  his 
Britannic  Majefty,  his  Excellency 
Major-Gen.  Frazer,  and  Captain 
Hallowed,  upon  the  conditions 
hereafter  to  be  mentioned. 

I.  All  private  property  of  indi¬ 
viduals,  whether  on  land,  or  em¬ 
barked,  fhall  be  refpeded.  The 
religion  of  the  inhabitants,  their 
mofques,  and  their  laws,  fhall  be 
refpeded,  as  well  as  their  houfes 
and  families. 

II.  The  commandant,  his  Ex¬ 
cellency  Emen  Bey,  as  well  as  the 
commandant  of  the  marine,  Salek 


Aga,  and  Maharntft  Naim  EfFendi/ 
with  all  the  official  revenue  of  the 
government,  the  troops  and  the 
crews  of  the  velTels,  belonging  to 
government,  fhall  be  fent  to  a  port 
of  Turkey,  with  the  arms  and 
baggage  of  individuals,  but  they 
are  to  confider  themfelves  as  pri¬ 
soners  of  war,  and  fhall  not  be 
engaged  to  take  up  arms  againft 
the  Britifh  forces  or  their  aider 
until  exchanged. 

III.  The  veffiels  belonging  to 
government,  and  all  public  pro¬ 
perty,  fhall  be  given  tip  to  the 
Britifh  forces,  and  commiffariet 
ftiall  be  appointed  on  both  fides  ter 
make  an  inventory. 

IV.  All  Ottoman  veffiels  be¬ 
longing  to  individuals,  and  all 
property  belonging  to  private  fub- 
jeds  of  the  Sublime  Porte,  which 
fhall  be  found  within  Alexandria, 
fhall  be  refpeded.  Such  perfons 
as  wifh  to  remain  in  the  country 
fhall  have  the  liberty  to  do  fo,  if 
their  condud  and  charaders  fhall 
make  it  fafe :  and  thofe  who  wifh 
to  depart,  may  carry  with  them' 
their  properties,  and  fhall  be  fur- 
nifhed  with  paffiports  for  landing 
in  any  port  of  Turkey,  which 
fhall  not  be  blockaded. 

V.  There  fhall  be  a  general  am- 
nefly  for  all  the  inhabitants,  nor 
fhall  any  notice  be  taken  of  the 
condud  they  may  have  held  during 
the  defence  of  the  place. 

VI.  There  fhall  be  no  feizure' 
of  the  property  of  individuals,  if 
they  fhall  not  become  enemies  of 
Great  Britain. 

VII.  The  gate  of  Rofetta  fhall 
be  placed  at  night  in  the  hands  of 
the  forces  of  his  Britannic  Ma¬ 
jefty,  as  well  as  Fort  Cretin  and 
Fort  Caffarellie. 

From  the  camp  without  theeiky 

of 
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<&F  Alexandria,  the  20th  March, 
1807,  or  the  10th  of  the  month 
Maharen,  of  the  year  1222. 

(Signed) 

Seid  Mahamed  Maim 
Effendi. 

Haig  MahametKateK 

Si  eg  Ibraham  Basa. 

(Signed)  Alex.  M.  Fraser, 
Maj.'  Gen.  commanding  his  Bri« 
tannic  Majefty’s  troops. 

Ben.  Hallowell, 

Captain ofhis  Majefty’slhip  Tigre* 

(True  Copy.) 

George  Airer,  A&ing  as  Se¬ 
cretary* 

< 

Return  of  killed  and  wounded  of  the 
array  in  the  attack  of  the  18th 
March ,  1807,  under  the  command 
of  Major-gen .  Frafer , 

Firff  bat.  35th  r eg*  2  rank  and 
file,  killed;  1  fubaltern,  1  ferjeant, 
4  rank  and  file,  wounded; — Reg. 
deRolle,  1  afiillant  furgeon,  2  rank 
and  file,  killed ;  I  rank  and  file 
wounded. — Sicilian  Volunteers,  3 
rank  and  file,  killed.— -Royal  Ar¬ 
tillery,  1  bombardier,  1  gunner* 
wounded.— Toral —  I  officer,  6  rank 
and  file,  killed ;  1  officer,  1  fer¬ 
jeant,  8  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

George  Airey, 
Afting  Dep.  Adj.  Gen. 

Return  of  the  garrifon  of  Alexan¬ 
dria,  previous  to  its  fur  render ,  the 
7.1ft  March,  1807* 

Soldiers  of  the  line,  215.- — Gun¬ 
ners,  44. — Sailors  and  marines, 
208. — Total,  467. — Efcapcd  of 
the  above  number,  while  the  ca« 
pitulation  was  pending,  240.— 
Total  prifoners  remaining,  227. 

George  Airey, 


*  ^ 

Lo  nd on  Gazette,  July  i8« 

Di/patches,  of  which  the  following 
are  copies  and  extracts,  addrejfed 
to  the  Right  Hon .  W,  Windham , 
have  been  received  by  Vifcount 
Caftkreagh ,  one  of  his  Majefty9$ 
Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  from. 
Major-general  A .  M'Kenzie  Fra ~ 
fer ,  commanding  his  Majefty’s 
troops  in  Egypt . 

Extra  Ci  of  a  letter  from  Major-gen* 
Ay  McKenzie  Frafer  to  Mr*  6V* 
cretary  Windham ,  dated  A  It  static 
dria ,  May  1,  1807. 

i(  Sir, 

l€  I  have  now  the  honour  to  in« 
clofe  you  herewith,  two  difpatches 
from  Brigadier-general  Stewart^ 
commanding  the  troops  before  KoV 
fetta  ;  and  as  he  has  been  fd  vcrjr 
circumftantial,  I  fc^rcely  need  fa  f 
any  thing  further,  than  that  I  feel 
allured,  however  unfuccefsfal  we 
have  been,  no  blame  can  poffibljr 
attach  to  the  brave  officers  and 
men  employed  on  this  femcO* 
Brigadier-general  Stewart,  tftohghi 
wounded  the  very  day  of  his  ar® 
rival  before  the  places  never  quits, 
ted  his  poll,  but  continued  in  the 
command  till  the  laft  moment,  with 
his  ufual  activity  and  perfeveranceo 
I  feel  it  but  juftice  alfo  to  add  my 
fulleft  teftimony  to  the  aCHve  zeal 
and  co-operation  of  Rear-admiral 
Sir  T.  Louis,  and  the  officers,  feaV 
men,  and  marines  of  the  fquadfoti 
under  his  command;  without  whole 
indefatigable  exertions  the  rnoft 
arduous  part  of  the  fer  vice  could 
not  have  been  carried:  on«  To 
Captain  Hallowell,  who  accom¬ 
panied  this  expedition,  as  he  did 
the  former  one,  I  cannot  fufficiently 
exprefs  my  obligations.1  What¬ 
ever  fuccefs  we  have  had  fince  our 


A&ing  Dep.  Adj.  Gen. 

Yofc,  XLIX«  ®r  Vot.  VII,  New  Sbrs s«*  ©peratkms 
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operations  commenced  m  this  coun¬ 
try,  has  been  materially  owing  to 
his  local  information  and  a&ive 
zeal ;  and  I  am  well  convinced, 
that,  in  our  late  reverfes,  our  Iof¬ 
fes  and  misfortunes  were  materially 
leflened  by  his  gallant  and  zealous 
co-operation. 

Rofetta  Lines,  April  1 8,  l8oy» 

“  Sir, 

t(  I  have  the  honour  of  ftating, 
that  on  the  3d  inft.  I  marched, 
with  the  divifion  of  infantry  un¬ 
der  my  command,  from  the  eaftern 
heights  of  Alexandria  to  the  wells 
of  Aboukir;  the  cavalry,  artil¬ 
lery,  and  engineers*  ftores,  had 
been  previoufly  forwarded  to  the 
caravanfera.  This  poll  has  been 
retained  with  much  fpirit  by  a  de¬ 
tachment  of  the  marines  after  the 
retreat  of  the  army  under  Lieute¬ 
nant-colonel  Bruce,  and  was  of  ef- 
fential  value  to  our  prefent  opera¬ 
tions.  The  greateft  part  of  the 
4th  inft.  was  employed  in  pacing 
the  infantry  and  camels  to  the  ca¬ 
ravanfera,  in  landing  guns  and 
ammunition,  and  in  fubftituting 
the  latter  and  intrenching  tools 
for  camp  equipage.  A  body  of 
200  feamen,  under  Lieutenant  Ro- 
binfon,  were  added  to  the  army. 
Capt.  Hallowell  kindly  offered  to 
accompany  me ;  he  has  fince  con¬ 
tinued  with  the  army,  and  I  can¬ 
not  fufficiently  exprefs  how  infi¬ 
nitely  obliged  ,every  department 
has  been  by  his  aftive  co-operation. 
The  village  of  Edko  was  under- 
ftood  to  be  favourable  to  us.  A 
more  certain  fupply  of  water,  and 
a  lefs  precarious  communication 
with  our  fleet,  offered  themfelves 
by  the  lake  than  by  the  northern 


fhore.  To  advance  upon  Rofeffl 
by  the  route  of  Edko  was  prefer¬ 
red  to  that  of  Marabant.  Lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel  MfLeod,  to  whom 
I  entrufted  the  advance  of  the 
army,  confifting  of  the  light  in¬ 
fantry  battalion,  three  companies 
of  the  78  th  regiment,  two  fix- 
pounders,  and  a  detachment  of  dra« 
groons,  moved  forwards  towards 
Edko  on  the  evening  of  the  4th  ; 
he  took  a  ftrong  pofition  behind 
that  village  early  next  morning. 
On  the  5th  the  army  advanced  to 
the  fame  pofition  ;  Captain  Ni- 
cholls,  of  the  marines,  was  left  in 
command  at  the  caravanfera  with 
a  detachment  of  40  rank  and  file. 
In  confequence  of  information  of 
the  enemy  being  eftabliftied  in  force 
at  the  village  of  Ha  met,  it  was 
advifable  to  occupy  that  poft  on 
our  advance  to  Aboumandour ; 
our  rear  would  by  this  meafure 
be  fecured  during  operations  againft 
Rofetta,  and  an  uninterrupted  com¬ 
munication  be  eftabliftied  with  the 
depot  on  the  Lake  Edko.  Lieut.-. 
Col.  M*Leod  accordingly  advanced 
upon  Hamet  on  the  6th  inft.  he 
met  with  fome  of  the  enemy's 
cavalry  about  a  league  from  that 
village,  whom  he  caufed  to  retire 
after  a  flight  fkirmifh  ;  being  re¬ 
inforced  by  the  grenadiers  of  the 
35th  regiment  and  De  Rolle*s,  he 
puftied  forward,  and  occupied  the 
poft  without  oppofition.  The 
enemy  retired  acrofs  the  hill,  with 
the  lofs  of  one  or  two  horfemen  % 
the  main  army  followed,  and  halted 
for  the  night  in  the  plain,  the  78th 
regiment  forming  the  advanced 
line.  Early  on  the  7th,  Lieut. - 
Col.  M‘Leod’s  divifion  was  re¬ 
lieved  in  the  poft  of  El  Hamet  by 
a  detachment  ©f  276  rank  and  file 
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of  de  Rolle’s  regiment,  under  the 
command  of  Major  Vogelfang  ; 
it  then  marched  acrofs  the  plain  to 
the  height  of  Aboumandour  ;  pof- 
feflion  was  taken  of  this  important 
poll  without  oppofttion.  The  main 
army  arrived  at  the  fand-hills 
which  encircle  Rofetta,  about  mid¬ 
day,  and  loft  no  time  in  invefting 
the  place.  The  corps  advanced  in 
fucceftion  from  Aboumandour,  and 
drove  the  enemy  every  where  into 
the  town  in  an  animated  manner. 
Our  line  lodged  itfelf  behind  the 
fand-hills,  within  half-mulket-fhot 
of  the  walls.  From  the  great  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  town,  it  was  found  im- 
poflible  that  our  fmall  army  could 
inveft  more  than  one-half ;  an  at¬ 
tack  which  the  enemy  made  on  us 
in  the  afternoon  {hewed  the  inade¬ 
quacy  of  our  means  to  attack  a 
large  proportion.  A  line  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  taken  up  from  the  Nile 
to  the  front  of  the  Alexandrian 
gate,  thence  retiring  towards  the 
plain,  where  our  dragoons  were 
polled.  A  mortar  and  fome  guns 
were  brought  into  play  early  in  the 
afternoon  ;  thefe  were  anfwered  by 
the  {houts  of  the  Albanians  from 
their  walls,  and  by  inceflant  diL 
charges  of  mufketry  through  the 
loop-holes  and  crevices,  which  were 
innumerable. 

In  conformity  with  your  inftruc- 
tions,  Captain  Hallowell  and  I 
fent,  on  the  8th  inft.  a  fummons, 
and  favourable  terms,  to  the  civil 
and  to  the  military  governor,  ac¬ 
companied  by  an  addrefs  to  the  in¬ 
habitants.  We  were  requefted  by 
the  former,  in  their  anfwer,  to 
await  their  receiving  inftruftions 
from  Cairo,  for  which  purpofe  a 
temporary  fufpenfion  of  hoftijities 
was  propofed.  It  not  being  expe¬ 


dient  to  accede  to  this,  we  contiU 
nued  to  batter  the  town  ;  and,  by 
the  i  oth,  had  two  mortars,  two 
12-pounders,  a  howitzer,  and  ftx« 
pounder  in  play  ;  on  the  1 2th  a 
work  for  five  6-pounders  and  32- 
pound  carronades  was  completed* 
immediately  oppofite  to  the  Alex¬ 
andrian  gate.  Skirmifties  on  our 
left  were  in  the  mean  time  frequent, 
the  cavalry  having  room  there  to 
aft.  On  the  10th  a  more  general 
demonftration  was  made,  with  the 
objeft  of  drawing  us  within  the 
fire  from  the  walls  ;  on  this  occa* 
fion  the  dragoons  and  the  78th  re* 
giment  repulfed  them  with  much 
fpirit  on  the  left,  while  a  rapid 
advance  of  the  light  infantry  on 
the  right  again  compelled  them  tcf 
retire  within  the  town*  The  fum¬ 
mons  was  repeated  to  the  Albanian 
chiefs  on  the  12th  5  with  the  na¬ 
ture  of  their  fummons  you  are  ac¬ 
quainted.  Our  flag  of  truce  was 
thrice  fired  at  5  and  it  was  only  by 
means  of  a  great  reward  that  a 
common  Arab  could  be  induced  to 
be  the  bearer  of  any  eommumca* 
tion  with  fuch  enemies.  Having 
been  informed  by  you  of  the  co¬ 
operation  which  was  likely  to  ex- 
5 ft  between  us  and  the  Mameluke 
beys,  I  availed  myfelf  of  this  in 
our  nleflage  to  the  enemy  5  he 
feeined,  however,  to  be  indiflfer^ 
ent  to  it.  Of  either  meffage  or 
letter  I  have  heard  no  more,  and 
have  reafon  to  apprehend  that  the 
unfortunate  Arab  has  been  be-* 
headed. 

Symptoms  of  attack  appearing 
againft  El  Harnet,  1  detached  ano¬ 
ther  gun  to  that  part,  and  rein¬ 
forced  the  detachment  there  to  3 da 
men.  From  the  12th  to  the  18  th, 
nothing  extraordinary  occurred* 
?  M  2  Relying 
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Relying  on  the  approach  of  the 
Mamelukes,  every  exertion  was 
continued  in  getting  up  {lores,  am¬ 
munition,  and  provifions,  from  the 
depot  on  the  lake.  This  fervice 
was  attended  with  confiderable  fa¬ 
tigue,  the  route  being  for  a  fpace 
of  nearly  feven  miles  over  deep 
fands.  In  the  execution  of  the 
fervice  on  the  lake,  I  cannot  fuffi- 
ciently  exprefs  the  merit  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Tilly,  of  the  Tigre,  who 
had  charge  of  this  department  :  he 
was  indefatigable,  and  without  his 
uncommon  exertions  on  the  muddy 
fhore  of  a  {hallow  lake,  it  would 
have  been  impoflible  for  our  army 
to  have  fo  long  maintained  its  po- 
fition  before  Rofetta.  On  the 
15th,  the  enemy  gave  our  right 
Hank  confiderable  annoyance,  by 
two  guns  in  feparate  batteries,  on 
the  oppofite  bank  of  the  river ;  of 
thefe  it  was  neceflary  to  difpolTefs 
them.  Major  M‘Donald,  78th 
regiment,  was  detached  acrofs  the 
river,  in  front  of  Aboumandour 
Mofque,  before  day-light  on  the 
1 6th,  with  250  men  j  Lieutenant 
Robinfon,  of  the  Tigre,  accom¬ 
panied  the  Major  with  40  feamen, 
whofe  fer vices  were  particularly 
valuable :  he  made  a  circuitous 
march,  and  arrived  in  rear  of  the 
batteries  by  dawn  of  day  ;  he  cap¬ 
tured  and  completely  deftroyed 
them,  and  fired  feveral  rounds  into 
the  town  from  their  own  guns  ;  he 
then  fent  the  guns,  with  twelve 
camels  and  a  confiderable  number 
of  tents,  acrofs  the  river.  The  ene¬ 
my  receiving  reinforcements,  the 
Major  retired,  and  elfedled  this 
fervice  in  equally  good  fty le  ;  al¬ 
though  under  fire  from  the  enemy, 
lie  re-embarkcd  the  whole  of  his 
detachment  in  the  bed  order,  and 


had  only  four  men  wounded,  f 
have  particularly  to  Hate,  that 
much  of  the  good  fortune  which  at¬ 
tended  this  enterprife  may  be  at¬ 
tributed  to  Captain  Hallowell ;  by 
his  exertions  a  fufficiency  of  fmalk 
craft  was  difcovered  under  water, 
were  raifed,  and  during  the  dark  of 
the  night  of  the  15  th,  were  fo  well 
prepared,  that  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
detachment  was  conveyed  from  fhore 
to  (bore  at  one  turn.  Twenty,  five 
armed  fellahs,  who  formed  part  of 
a  large  body  detached  againft 
us  from  Cairo,  were  yeflerday 
captured  near  El  Hamet.  They 
had  killed  their  own  chief,  and 
were  wandering  near  our  poll  more 
with  a  view  to  plunder  than  of 
hoftility. 

Nothing  of  moment  has  this  da^i 
occurred.  The  general  report  of 
the  approach  of  the  Mamelukes, 
with  Which  I  have  been  favoured 
by  you,  and  which  I  find  confirm¬ 
ed  by  the  emilfaries  that  I  fend  out 
(fome  of  whom  ftate  that  they  aro 
at  jerrana,  and  others  that  they  ar& 
at  Algam),  induce  me  to  perfevere 
in  my  prefen t  fyftem  of  attack. 
We  have  done  great  damage  to  the 
town,  and  have  not  thrown  left 
than  300  {hells  from  mortars  alone. 
The  indifference,  however,  of  the 
enemy  to  the  miferies  which  are  un-, 
avoidably  caufed  to  the  inhabitants 
is  manifeft.  *  Although  his  force 
be  not  faid  to  exceed  300  cavalry, 
800  Albanians,  and  1,000  armed 
inhabitants,  yet,  from  the  extent, 
and  from  the  peculiar  nature  of  his 
lines  of  defence,  to  attempt  an  af- 
fault  is  decidedly  not  an  advifable 
meafure :  our  fuccefs  will  depend 
on  the  arrival  of  the  Mamelukes ; 
in  conjunction  with  whom  a  force 
may  be  immediately  thrown  on  the 

oppofite 
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«ppofite  fide  of  the  Nile  ;  the  do¬ 
ing  this  at  prefent  is  impufiible. 
Our  enemy  is  ftrong  in  cavalry,  we 
have  none  ;  and  the  Delta  is  pe¬ 
culiarly  calculated  for  that  arm.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  poll  of  Hamet 
becomes  of  greater  value  as  our 
friends  are  expefted  to  approach  : 
every  effort  {hall  be  made  to  re¬ 
tain  it.  I  have  the  honour  to  in- 
clofe  a  lift  of  the  killed,  wounded, 
and  miffing,  to  this  day,  inclufive; 
and  I  have  the  fatisfa&ion  to  add, 
that  the  greater  number  of  thofe 
who  are  wounded  are  only  flight 
cafes. 

(Signed)  W.  Stewart, 

Brig.  Gen.’* 

Return  of  Killed \  Wounded ,  and 
MiJJing  of  the  Army  ferving 
againji  Rofettay  from  the  6th  to 
the  18  th  of  April ,  inclufi<ve,  1807. 

Staff,  1  brigadier-general,  i  bri¬ 
gade. major,  wounded. — Light  in¬ 
fantry  battalion,  2  rank  and  file, 
killed  ;  1  lieutenant,  2  ferjeants, 
11  rank  and  file,  wounded.— 3  5  th 
regiment,  1  rank  and  file,  killed  ; 
2  captain,  3  ferjeants,  26  rank  and 
file  wounded. — 78th  regiment,  1 
rank  and  file,  killed;  17  rank  and 
file,  wounded, — De  Rolle’s  regi¬ 
ment,  1  ferjeant,  1  rank  and  file, 
killed  ;  1  ferjeant,  4  rank  and  file, 
wounded. — 20th  dragoons,  2  rank 

and  file,  5  horfes,  wounded.- - 

Total,  1  ferjeant,  5  rank  and  file, 
killed  ;  1  brigadier-general,  1 

brigade-major,  1  captain,  1  lieute¬ 
nant,  6  ferjeants,  60  rank  and  file, 
5  horfes,  wounded. 

Names  of  the  Officers  Wounded. — 
Brigadier-General  the  Hon.  W. 
Stewart,  commanding.  —  Lieuten¬ 
ant  R.  Cuft,  of  the  ift  battalion 
3£th  regiment,  brigade-major. — 


Captain  Jodderel,  of  the  2d  bat¬ 
talion  35th  regiment,  fince  dead. 
— Lieutenant  Hemfworth,  of  the 
31ft  light  infantry  battalion. 

(Signed)  J.  Stewart, 
Capt.  and  Major  of  Brigade. 

Campt  Eaftern  Heights ,  Alexandria f 
April  25,  1807. 

"Sir, 

"  I  have  the  honour  of  report¬ 
ing  to  you,  that  I  yefterday  re¬ 
turned  to  this  pofition  with  the  re¬ 
mains  of  the  army  lately  under 
my  command.  The  events  which 
have  attended  the  fervice  on  which 
that  army  has  been  engaged,  have 
been  of  a  peculiar  nature,  and  the 
refult  has  been  as  peculiarly  unfor¬ 
tunate.  I  feel  it  therefore  to  be 
incumbent  upon  me,  in  juftification 
of  my  own  conduct,  and  in  juftice 
to  thofe  brave  men  who  have  been 
my  companions  in  arms,  to  intrude 
upon  your  attention  a  more  than 
prdinary. detail  of  our  proceedings. 
I  had  the  honour  of  ftating  in  my 
laft,that  the  expectation  of  the  junc¬ 
tion  of  the  Mamelukes  had  chiefly 
induced  me  to  perfevere  in  the  at¬ 
tack  of  Rofetta  :  every  exertion 
was  continued  to  be  made  by  fuch 
artillery  as  we  could  command,  in 
reducing  the  enerpy  to  furrender, 
but  without  efteft ;  the  miftaken 
ground  upon  which  we  were  ading 
refpe&ing  the  Mamelukes,  and  the 
general  deception  of  our  informers, 
were  now  about  to  become  manb 
feft. — On  the  16th  the  enemy  left 
his  pofition  oppofite  Hamet,  and, 
crolfing  the  river  near  Elfine,  efta- 
bliflied  himfelf  there.  He  advanced 
from  Dibet  againft  Hamet  on  the 
fame  day,  and  attacking  Major 
Vogelfang’s  pofition  on  the  left, 
was  repulfed  with  lofs  j  a  diverfion 
*  M  3  wai 
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was  made  at  the  fame  time  at  Ro- 
fetta,  in  a  fortie  ^gainft  the  left  of 
our  lines,  by  abo^t  So  cavalry  and 
2oo  infantry  ;  the  35th  regiment 
and  the  dragoons  were  engaged ;  . 
they  repulfed  the  enemy  with  much 
fpfrit,  and  dro?e  him  as  ufual  to 
bis  walls.  The  35  th  had  in  this 
affair  2  killed  and  14  wounded.  I 
this  evening  detached  the  light 
companies  of  the  35th  and  of  De 
Rollers  to  the  poll  of  El  Hamet, 
lander  the  command  of  Captain 
Tarleton  of  the  former.  His  or¬ 
ders  were  to  drive  the  enemy  acrofs 
the  Nile,  either  during  the  night, 
pr  early  next  morning,  On  at¬ 
tempting  to  effedl  this  fervice  on 
on  the  20th,  the  enemy  was  found 
to  fee  powerful  in  cavalry,  and 
Captain  Tarleton  retired.  I  muft 
fiere  date  the  pofition  of  Hamet : 
From  Lake  Edko  to  the  Nile 
5$  an  ifthrrms  about  two  miles  and 
a  half  in  extent,  varying  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  depth  of  water  in  the 
lake.  The  remains  of  a  deep  canal 
with  high  banks  extend  from  the 
jiver  nearer  two- thirds  acrofs  this 
iflhmus ;  the  banks  command  the 
plain  on  either  fide-,  The  village 
of  Hamet  is  on  the  fouthern  fide 
<ef  the  canal,  -about  half  way  acrofs  ; 
its  inhabitants  were  friendly  to  11s. 
On  the  banks  of  the  Nile  and  at 
Hamet  are  the  only  two  regular 
paffes  through  the  banks  of  the 
canal.  At  each  of  thefe  was  polled 
a  gun,  and  a  proportion  of  Major 
Vogelfang’s  detachment.  From 
the  termination  of  the  canal  to  the 
|a.ke  is  a  plain,  palfable  by  cavalry. 
A  picqqet  guarded  this  flank.  As 
Captain  Tarleton  retreated,  he 
divided  his  detachment ;  he  di¬ 
rected  the  inarch  of  his  own  com¬ 
pany  to  the  left  pofition,  and  fe.nt 
phs  He  Rolle’s,  reinforced  to  100 

8 


rank  and  file,  to  Hamet  village 
While  crofting  the  plain,  the  latter 
detachment,  under  Captain  Rein- 
acids  orders,  was  fuddenly  attack¬ 
ed  by  200  cavalry,  and,  as  it 
fhould  appear,  was  with  little  op- 
pofition  routed;  two- thirds  were 
cut  in  pieces.  Report  of  this 
reached  me  by  eleven  o’clock  in 
the  forenoon.  I  detached  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel  MT/eod  with  two 
companies  of  the  78th  regiment, 
one  of  the  35th,  a  picquet  of  dra¬ 
goons  under  Captain  Delaney,  and 
a  6-pounder,  to  reinforce  the  poll, 
and  take  the  command.  Two 
more  companies  followed  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon,  with  a  day’s  provifion 
for  his  whole  force,  ammunition, 
&c.  all  which  arrived  fafely.  On 
the  arrival  of  the  reinforcement, 
the  enemy  retired  towards  Dileg, 
and  I  received  affurance  from  the 
lieutenant- colonel  before  fun-fet, 
of  the  perfect  fecurity  of  his  poll ; 
he  had  detached  three  companies, 
the  dragoons,  and  a  3-pounder, 
under  Captain  Tarleton’s  orders,  to 
the  plains  on  the  right,  and  had  re¬ 
inforced  the  centre  pod  by  a  com¬ 
pany  of  the  35th  regiment  ;  the 
average  ilrength  of  thefe  companies 
were  60  rank  and  file, 

[The  General  continues  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  he  vifited  the  poll  of 
Hamet  during  the  night  of  the 
20th,  narrowly  efcaping  the  ene? 
my’s  cavalry  ;  he  dire&ed  Colonel 
M‘Leod  to  defend  the  poll  to  the 
utmoft,  promifing  a  reinforcement 
of  80  men,  with  ammunition,  iri 
the  morning.  At  feven  in  the 
morning,  however,  he  received  an 
exprefs  from  Colonel  M‘Leod,  an¬ 
nouncing  that  60  or  70  germs, 
with  reinforcement  to  the  enemy, 
was  coming  down  the  hill,  and  ex- 
preffing  his  intention  of  falling 
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back  upon  the  main  body ;  the 
General  immediately  determined  to 
advance  to  the  fupport  of  the  de¬ 
tachment,  with  which  all  com¬ 
munication  by  fmall  parties  was 
now  cut  off,  and  after  deftroying 
the  mortars  and  fpare  ammunition 
before  Rofetta,  commenced  his  re¬ 
treat,  the  enemy  at  the  time  Tally¬ 
ing  from  the  town  and  furrounding 
our  little  army. 

About  ten  o’clock  our  army  ad¬ 
vanced  acrofs  the  fandy  plain  in 
the  direction  of  Lake  Edko  and  the 
right  of  the  Ha-met  pofition,  ap¬ 
proaching  which  they  were  mor¬ 
tified  at  not  finding  Colonel 
1^‘Leod’s  detachment ;  conclud¬ 
ing  that  it  had  either  retreated  to 
Edko  or  been  defeated.  The  ge¬ 
neral  continued  his  route  along  the 
lake,  when  the  enemy,  which  had 
been  kept  off  by  the  gallant  and 
fteady  conduit  of  the  35  th  and 
78th  regiments,  under  Colonel  Of- 
wald,  the  former  fired  by  its  wings 
and  platoons  retiring,  and  the 
78th  with  its  front  rank  kneeling, 
as  during  the  movements  of  a  field- 
day,  difcontinued  the  purfuit.  Our 
casualties  during  this  retreat  did 
not  exceed  50  killed  and  wounded, 
and  none  were  captured  :  the  lofs 
of  the  enemy  was  confiderably 
greater. 

By  fun-fet  our  troops  reached 
the  depot,  where  our  wounded 
were  embarked  on  board  the  germs. 
The  army  having  refrefhed,  ad¬ 
vanced  to  Edko,  and  at  two  in 
the  morning  took  up  its  former  po¬ 
fition  :  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
2  2d  the  army  advanced  to  the  cara- 
vanfera,  and  on  the  fucceeding  day 
embarked  for  Aboukir  Wells. 
The  general  obferves,  that  he  had 
heard  by  report  that  Colonel 
MfLeod’s  detachment  had  been  de¬ 


feated  in  the  forenoon  of  the 
2 1  ft,  when  many  were  made  pri- 
foners.] 

In  clofing  this  letter  I  am  bound 
to  ftate,  that  1  have  been  ably 
fupported  by  thofe  who  were  under 
my  orders.  To  Colonel  Ofwald  I 
owe  every  thing  that  a  commander 
can  owe  to  his  fecond  in  com¬ 
mand.  To  Lieutenant  Tilly  for 
his  exertions  on  the  lake,  and  to 
Captain  Nicholls  for  his  fervices  at 
the  caravanfera,  our  army  was  in¬ 
debted  for  its  uninterrupted  fupply. 
Wherever  naval  afliilance  has  been 
required,  it  has  been  given,  under 
the  able  fuperintendance  of  Captain 
Hallowell,  with  a  zeal  fo  peculiar 
to  our  naval  operations.  In  every 
department,  and  to  each  command¬ 
ing  officer,  our  country  is  under 
much  obligation,  for  they  exerted 
themfelves  to  the  utmoft.  They 
all  deferve  that  better  fortune 
fhould  have  attended  their  zealous 
endeavours.  I  have  the  honour  to 
inclofe  a  return  of  the  killed, 
wounded,  and  miffing,  fince  the 
19th  inftant.  The  milling  imply 
the  detachment  at  Hamet  alone, 
none  being  miffing  from  the  main 
army. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

( Signed J  W.  Stewart, 
Brig.  Gen. 5,3 

Return  of  Killed ,  Wounded)  and. 
Miffing,  of  the  Army  ferving 
againji  Rojltta,  frpm  the  igth  t 
the  'lift  of  April)  inclujRve ,  1  807. 

Royal  artillery  battalion,  1  rank 
and  file,  killed  j  1  ferjeant,  5  rank 
and  file,  1  horfe,  wounded ;  1 

lieutenant,  19  rank  and  file,  1  z 
horfes,  milling — Light  infantry 
battalion,  1  rank  and  file,  killed  5 
i  lieutenant,  3  ferjeants,  9  rank 

*M|  and 
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:Sa<l  file  wounded  ;  2  captains,  2 
ieutenants,  5  ferjearyts,  3  drum¬ 
mers,  122  rank  and  file,  miffing. — - 
35th  regiment,  1  rank  and  file, 
killed  ;  2  lieutenants,  4  ferjeants, 

58  rank  and  file,  wounded  ;  2  cap¬ 
tains,  2  lieutenants,  7  ferjeants,  2 
drummers,  134  rank  and  file,  mif¬ 
fing.— 78th  regiment,  1  rank  and 
file,  killed  ;  j  captain,  2.  ferjeants, 
is  rank  and  file,  wpunded  •  j  lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel,  1  captain,  7  iieu- 
;tenants?  1  enfign,  j  ftafF,  10  fer¬ 
jeants,  4  drummers,  i£8  rank  and 
file,  miffing. — De  Rollers  regi¬ 
ment,  1  rank  and  file,  killed ;  1 
rank  and  file,  wounded;  2  majors, 

5  captains,  4  lieutenants,  3  enfigns, 

S  ferjeants,  3  drummers,  282  rank 
and  file,  miffing. — 20th  light  dra¬ 
goons,  1  rank  and  file,  6  horfes , 
wounded  ;  1  captain,  t  affiftant- 
furgeon,  1  trumpeter,  11  rank  and 

file',  14  horfes^,  miffing. - Total, 

5  rank  and  file,  killed ;  1  captain, 

3  lieutenants,  10  ferjeants,  85  rank 
and  file,  7  horfes,  yvounded;  1  lieu- 
tenant-colonel,  2  majors,  10  cap¬ 
tains,  15  lieutenants,  4  enfigns,  2 
ilaff,  30  ferjeants,  15  drummers, 
73^  rank  and  file,  26  horfes,  mifif- 

Names  of  Officers  wounded, — 
Tight  infantry  battalion.  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Arthur,  of  the  25th. — 35th  re¬ 
giment,  Lieutenants  Daily  and 
Rbiilot. — 78th  fegiment.  Captain 
JC  H.  Dick. 

Names  of  Officers  miffing, — Royal 
artillery,  Lieutenant  Dunn.- — 20th 
light  dragoons,  Captain  J.  Delan- 
cey  ;  Affiilant-Surgeon  Cibfon. — - 
Tight  infantry  battalion.  Captains 
Tarletpn  (of  the  35th)  and  Reinach 
(of  De  Rolle’s  regiment)  ;  Lieu- 
f^ffants  Wefierman  (of  the  35  th) 
Rofillon  (of  De  Rolled  regi¬ 


ment.)  ift  battalion  35th  regiment, 
Captains  M.  Allifter  and  Pike  ; 
Lieutenants  Wilkinfon  and  Walker. 

- — 2d  battalion  71ft  regiment, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  P.  M'Leod  j 
Captain  C.  C.  Mackay  ;  Lieuten¬ 
ants  W.  M.  Dick,  J.  Matheifon, 
Malcolm  M‘Gregor,  Thrift. 
M‘Kae,  A.  Gallic,  P.  Ryrie,  and 
Ard,  Chriftie  ;  Enfign  J.  Gregory; 
Affiftant-Surgeon  A.  Leflie.— De 
Rolle-s  regiment,  Major  C.  Vogel- 
fang  ;  Brevet-Major  Moher  ;  Cap¬ 
tains  Rhiner,  Muhler,  Barber,  and 
Tucks ;  Lieutenants  Gougueibery, 
Frey,  and  Ledeguve ;  Enfigns 
Stetter,  Muller,  and  Sonnenberg. 

(Signed)  James  Stewart, 
Captain  and  Major  of  Brigade, 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Major-General 

Frafer  to  the  Right  Hon.  IN. 

Windham ,  dated  Alexandria ,  May 

6,  1807. 

“  Sir, 

f<  I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint 
you,  that  Lieutenant  Mathefon,  of 
my  regiment,  has  this  moment  ar¬ 
rived  here  from  Cairo  with  a  flag 
of  truce,  bringing  various  letters 
from  the  officers  that  were  made 
prifoners  at  El  Harriet. — The  only 
intelligence  he  brings  is,  that  the 
Mamelukes  have  certainly  made 
peace  with  the  Viceroy  of  Egypt. 

■ — -Lieutenant  Mathefon  has  been 
fent  here  with  a  view  of  being  ex¬ 
changed  for  fome  Albanians  that 
we  thought  it  neceffary  to  fend 
away  from  this  place. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  See. 
(Signed)  A.  M.  Frazer, 

Major  General.** 

Return  of  Prifoners  taken  by  the  Ene¬ 
my,  tranfmitted  by  Major-General 
Frafer ,  the:  20th  of  May,  1807. 

Alexandria & 
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Alexandria ,  M ay  20,  1807* 
Prifoners  of  War,— — 20 th  light 
dragoons,  i  captain,  i  afliftant- 
furgeon,  3  rank  and  file. — Royal 
artillery,  i  lieutenant  and  7  rank 
and  file. — Gunner  drivers,  2  rank 
and  file. —  sft  battalion  31ft  regi¬ 
ment,  12  rank  and  file;  1  ft  bat¬ 
talion,  35  th  regiment,  1  cap¬ 
tain,  6  ferjeants,  2  drummers 
and  84  rank  and  file. — 2d  bat¬ 
talion  78th  regiment,  1  captain, 

4  lieutenants,  7  ferjeants,  and 
60  rank  and  file, — De  Rolle’s 
regiment,  2  majors,  4  captains,  3 
lieutenants,  11  ferjeants,  4  drum¬ 
mers,  and  197  rank  and  file. — 
Chaffeurs  Britanniques,  36  rank 
and  file. 

Prifoners  of  War  not  at  Cairo .— 
30th  light  dragoons,  3  rank  and 
file. — Royal  artillery,  4  rank  and 
file. — Gunner  drivers,  3  rank  and 
file.— ift  battalion  33th  regiment, 

I  lieutenant. — 2d  battalion  78th 
regiment,  1  enfign,  1  afiiftant-fur- 
geon,  1  ferjeant,  2  drummers,  and 
47  rank  and  file. — De  Rolle’s  re¬ 
giment,  1  captain,  and  2  enfigns. 

Recapitulation. — 20th  light 
dragoons,  1  captain,  1  affiftant-fur- 
geon,  6  rank  and  file. — Royal  ar¬ 
tillery,  1  lieutenant,  11  rank  and 
file. — Gunner  drivers,  5  rank  and 
file.- — ift  battalion  31ft  regiment, 
12  rank  and  file. — ift  battalion 
35th  regiment,  1  captain,  1  lieu¬ 
tenant,  6  ferjeants,  2  drummers, 
84  rank  and  file. — 2d  battalion 
78th  regiment  1  captain,  4  lieuten¬ 
ants,  I  enfign,  I  affiftapt-furgeon, 
8  ferjeants,  2  drummers,  107  rank 
and  file.— De  Rolle’s  regiment,  2 
majors,  3  captains,  3  lieutenants, 
2  enfigns,  11  ferjeants,  4  drum¬ 
mers,  ?97  rank  and  file. — Chaf- 
feurs  Britanniques,  36  rank  and 
file.  Total,  2  majors,  8  captains. 


9  lieutenants,  3  enfigns,  2  affiftant- 
furgeons,  2  5  ferjeants,  8  drummers, 
483  rank  and  file. 

Officers,  Prifoners  of  W Cap¬ 
tain  Delancey,  ,of  the  20th  light 
dragoons  ;  Afiiftant- Surgeon  Gib- 
fon,  of  ditto  ;  Lieutenant  Dunn, 
of  the  royal  artillery  ;  Captain 
IVLAllifter,  33d  regiment  ;  Cap¬ 
tain  Makay,  2d  battalion  78th  re¬ 
giment,  feverely  wounded  ;  Lieu¬ 
tenant  M'Gregor,  of  ditto  ;  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Gallie,  of  ditto;  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Ryrie,  of  ditto;  Major  Vo- 
gelfang,  of  De  Rolle’s  regiment  ; 
Brevet-Major  Moher,  of  ditto; 
Captain  Reinach,  of  ditto  ;  Cap¬ 
tain  Ryhiner,  of  ditto  ;  Captain 
Barbier,  of  ditto  ;  Captain  Tucks, 
of  ditto  ;  Lieutenant  Gouguelberg, 
of  ditto,  feverely  wounded  ;  Lieu¬ 
tenant ‘Frey,  of  dittoA  feverely 
wounded. 

Officers  Prifoners,  but  not  at  Cairo . 
— Lieutenant  Walker  of  the  36th 
regiment  ;  Enfign  Gregory,  of  the 
78th  regiment,  wounded  ;  Aflift- 
ant-Surgeon  Leflie,  of  ditto  ;  Cap¬ 
tain  Muhler,  of  De  Rolle’s  regi- 
ment,  feverely  wounded;  Enfign 
Muller,  of  ditto,  feverely  wound¬ 
ed  ;  Enfign  Setter  of  ditto,  fe¬ 
verely  wounded. 

N.  B.  There  are  alfo  prifoners  of 
war  at  Cairo,  Lieutenants  Tieuts, 
Tynmore,  Love,  and  three  privates 
of  the  royal  marines,  with,  were 
carried  from  the  caravanfera  by  the 
Bedouin  Arabs ;  Captain  Vincenzo 
Taberna,  of  the  guides ;  and  Mr. 
Forbes  of  the  commiffariat  depart¬ 
ment, — This  is  the  moft  correct  re¬ 
turn  we  have  been  able  to  procure, 
bpt  we  cannot  expert  it  to  be  very 
accurate. 

(Signed)  George  Airey, 

Ailing  Deputy  Adjutant  General. 

Lon dom 
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London  Gazette,  June  9. 

Admiralty  Office . 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Ed¬ 
ward  Chetham,  Commander  of 
his  Majefly's  Armed  Ship  Sally  to 
William  Marfden ,  dated  in 

the  Fair  Water ,  near  Datilzic, 
April  20 j  1807* 

“  Sir, 

«*  I  have  the  honour  to  enc.lofe 
you,  for  the  information  of  the 
Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Ad¬ 
miralty,  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  have 
tranfmitted  to  Admiral  Lord 
Keith,  refpefting  my  proceedings 
fmce  quitting  Elfineur,  which  I 
hope  will  meet  their  Lordfliips’  ap¬ 
probation. 

,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  <%c. 

E.  Chetham,  Commander,’* 

His  Majefly’s  Armed  Ship 
Sally ,  Fair  Watery  near 
Dantzic,  April  20, 
1807. 

ct  My  Lord, 

€t  I  have  the  honour  to  inform 
you  of  my  arriving  here,  with  his 
Majefly’s  fhip  Charles,  Captain 
Clephane,  on  the  12th  inftant,  the 
Falcon  (loop  of  war  having  joined 
us  on  the  fame  day.  His  Excel¬ 
lency  General  Kalkreuth  fufpeft- 
ing  that  the  enemy  would  be  fup- 
plied  with  provifions  by  fea,  I  or¬ 
dered  the  Charles  to  cruife  between 
Rofe  Hind  and  Dantzic  Bay,  to 
intercept  any  fuch  veflels.  Hav¬ 
ing  fuggefted  to  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  the  utility  of  having  a 
fhip  in  the  Fair  Water,  a  place  of 
confiderable  importance,  and  which 
had  been  frequently  attacked  by 
the  enemy,  it  met  his  warmeft  ap¬ 
probation,  and  I  was  honoured  with 
his  thanks  for  having  anticipated 
his  wilh  on  this  occafion,  I  ac¬ 


cordingly  brought  my  Ihip  in  the 
Fair  Water,  on  the  1 6th,  and 
moored  her  in  a  flanking  pofltion 
on  the  ifthmus,  which  the  enemy 
would  be  obliged  to  pafs,  in  order 
to  make  an  attack  thereon.  On 
the  following  day,  finding  the  com¬ 
munication  flopped  between  Fair 
Water  and  the  city  of  Dantzic, 
the  enemy  having  polled  themfelves 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  Vif- 
tula,  called  the  Nehrung,  I  deter¬ 
mined  to  endeavour  to  force  a  com¬ 
munication,  and,  by  great  exertions 
on  the  part  of  my  officers  and 
(hip’s  company,  I  got  the  fhip 
lightened  that  evening  fo  as  to  en¬ 
able  her  to  heave  through  the 
flume,  the  mouth  of  the  river  Vif- 
tula. 

At  half  paft  fix  P.  M.  on  the 
fame  day,  I  commenced  adlion  with 
the  enemy  at  the  Great  Hallandu, 
on  the  Nehrung,  who  oppofed  to 
us  a  very  ftrong  force  of  mulketry, 
fuppofed  to  be  about  two  or  three 
thoufand  men,  in  their  entrench¬ 
ments,  and  flickered  by  the  ruins 
of  houfes  lately  burnt,  with  three 
pieces  of  artillery,  affifted  by  a 
fmall  battery  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  river,  called  the  Legan.  The 
aftion  continued  within  piftol-fliot 
until  nine  o’clock,  when  feveral 
of  our  gun-breechings  being  (hot 
and  carried  away,  and  having  no 
wind  to  maintain  our  pofltion,  I 
endeavoured  to  get  the  flarboard 
broadfide  to  bear  upon  the  enemy, 
but  without  effeft,  the  current  fet- 
ting  down.  I  then  hauled  down 
the  river,  to  refume  my  pofltion  at 
the  Fair  Water. 

The  gallant  conduft  of  my  offi¬ 
cers  and  Teamen  was  fuch  as  ever 
charadlerifes  Britilh  feamen  ;  and 
though  my  efforts  were  not  com¬ 
pletely  fuccefsful,  from  the  wind 

failing 
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failing  us,  I  have  the  fatisfa&ion 
of  faying,  that  it  appears  to  have  a 
good  effect  in  infpiring  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  here,  and  at  the  city,  with 
additional  energy  and  confidence  in 
the  caufe  which  we  are  engaged 
in  ;  and  1  have  been  honoured  with 
a  very  handfome  and  flattering  let¬ 
ter  from  his  Excellency  General 
Kalkreuth,  Governor  of  Dantzic, 
on  this  occafion,  in  which  I  am  hap¬ 
py  to  have  anticipated  his  views. 

I  am  forry  to  add  that  my  lofs 
has  been  confiderable,  having  my 
firft  lieutenant,  and  nearly  half  my 
(hip’s  company,  wounded  by  the  in- 
ceflant  fire  of  mufketry,  mizen-maft 
fhot  through,  fails  and  rigging 
much  cut,  and  upwards  of  a  thou- 
fand  mufket'fhot  in  the  hull. 

The  lofs  of  the  enemy,  by  every 
information  we  can  obtain,  between 
four  or  five  hundred  men  in  killed 
and  wounded,  befides  one  piece  of 
artillery  completely  difmounted, 
which  was  alfo  obferved  from  the 
ramparts. 

I  rauft  beg  leave  to  mention  the 
names  of  my  officers,  whofe  con¬ 
duct  gives  me  much  fatisfadion. 
Lieutenant  Eaftman  who  was 
wounded  ;  Lieutenant  Young  ; 
Mr.  Ellfworth,  the  matter;  Mr. 
Elphinttone,  a  volunteer,  who,  on 
every  occafion,  has  afforded  me 
much  afliftance.  Captain  Sanders, 
Mr.  Oldfield,  firft  lieutenant,  and 
Mr.  Jemmotr,  purferofhis  Majef- 
ty’s  (loop  Falcon,  handfomely  vo¬ 
lunteered  their  fervices  on  this  oc¬ 
cafion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  E.  Chetham, 

His  Majefty's  Armed  Ship  Sally.’ ’j 


Lift  of  the  Wounded . 

Badly ,  but  not  dangerous  .—Lieut. 
Eaftman,  Mr.  Elder,  T.  Cheefe- 
man,  T.  Robinfon,  D.  Gallap,  J. 
Johnftone,  H.  Rofs,  W.  Robfon, 
O.  Walter,  and  C.  Gerrard. 

Dangeroujly . — Wm.  Bell,  J0 
Frafer,  and  J.  Ealing. 

Slightly. — Mr.  Patton,  R.  Gre* 
gory,  T.  Wright,  T.  Grimer,  and 
J.  Salkirk. 

To  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Keith ,  &, c» 
[This  Gazette  likewife  contains 
a  letter  from  Admiral  Lord  Gard« 
ner,  dated  in  town.  May  30,  1807, 
enelofing  a  letter  from  Captain 
Drummond,  of  the  Dryad,  ad~ 
drefled  to  Lord  Gardner,  as  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  on  the  Irilh  ftatlon, 
giving  an  account  of  the  capture, 
by  his  Majefty’s  fhip  Amethyft, 
with  the  Dryad  and  Plover  iloop 
in  company  ,  of  the  French  fchooner 
privateer  Jofephine,  mounting  four 
two-pounders,  and  manned  with 
45  men,  ten  of  which  were  put  on 
board  the  Jane  of  Greenock,  from 
Lifbon,  the  only  capture  fhe  has 
made.  She  failed  from  the  Ifles 
des  Bas  on  the  25th  April.] 


London  Gazette,  June  9. 

Copy  of  an  Enclofure  from  Captain 
Shipley ,  to  Sir  Samuel  Hood. 

Camus,  March  13",  1807* 

«  Sir, 

i(  I  ha  ve  the  honour  to  report 
the  capture  of  fix  of  the  enemy’s 
veffels,  (defcribed  in  the  mar¬ 
gin  *,)  by  the  boats  of  his  Ma«. 
efty’s  fhip  under  my  command. 


*  1 .  A  Spanifli  brig,  five  guns,  loaded  with  fait  pork.— z.  Spanilh  brig,  loaded  with  wine 
and  fruit.— 3..  Spanifli  brig,  loaded  with  lalt  filh,— 4.  Spanifli  brig,  in  baliait.— 5*  Spanilh 
brig,  in  ballaft.— 6.  Spanilh  brig,  in  ballaft. 

under 
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tinder  the  dire&ion  of  Lieutenants 
G.  E.  Watts  and  H.  Knight,  and 
Lieutenant  J.  Campbell,  of  the 
marines,  with  a  detachment  of 
petty  officers,  feamen,  and  ma¬ 
rines.  They  were  moored  in  the 
Puerto  de  Haz,  Grand  Canaria, 
and  defended  by  the  crofs  fire  of 
three  batteries ;  Lieutenant  Camp¬ 
bell  was  the  only  perfon  wounded 
on  the  occafion,  Since  your  orders 
of  the  i ft  inftant,  his  Majefty’s 
fhip  has  alfo  captured  two  Spanilh 
brigs,  St.  Philip,  with  fait  fifh, 
and  Noftra  Senora  de  los  Remedios, 
with  a  mixed  cargo  of  merchan¬ 
dize. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &e. 

Conway  Shipley.” 

* 

Copy  of  an  Enclofure  from  Captain 
Shipley,  to  Sir  Samuel  Hood . 

Comm ,  off  Canaria ,  May  9,  1807. 

"  Sir, 

‘‘Ihave  the  honour  to  relate 
to  you  the  particulars  of  a  gallant 
exploitrperformed  laft  night  by  the 
boats  of  his  Majefty’s  fhip,  under 
the  direction  of  Lieutenant  George 
Edward  Watts,  and  affifted  by 
Lieut.  Hood  Knight,  and  Mr. 
Jeaffrefon  Miles,  inafter’s  mate, 
with  a  party  of  petty  officers,  fea- 
men,  and  royal  marines,  in  the 
port  of  Grand  Canaria. — A  large 
armed  felucca,  with  his  Catholic 
Majefty’s  colours  Hying,  had  been 
for  the  three  laft  days  lying  under 
the  protection  of  a  ftrong  fort  and 
two  batteries ;  and  the  wind  yef- 
terday  evening  proving  favourable, 
(he  was  boarded  by  Lieutenant 
Watts  in  the  large  cutter,  under  a 
fevere  fire  of  mufketry  from  be¬ 
tween  thirty  and  forty  foldiers, 
fent  to  affift  in  her  defence  ;  and  he 
had  nearly  cleared  her  deck,  when 


the  two  other  boats,  which  did 
not  row  fo  well,  arrived,  and 
fully  accomplifhed  the  bufinefs. 
Her  cables  were  now  cut,  and  the 
boats  took  her  in  tow,  {the  enemy 
having  had  the  precaution  to  fend 
her  fails  and  rudder  on  fhore,)  when 
a  hawfer,  faft  under  water  a^ftern, 
was  manned  in  the  fort,  and  the 
veffel  dragged  nearly  under  the 
muzzles  of  the  guns  before  it 
could  be  cut  ;  upon  which  an  ex¬ 
ceeding  heavy  fire  from  all  the 
batteries  was  commenced,  and 
continued  till  fhe  was  out  of  fight. 
She  proves  to  be  the  St.  Pedro 
Spanifh  packet,  having  a  cargo  of 
bale  goods,  &c.  from  Cadiz,  bound 
to  Buenos  Ayres.  This  was  ef- 
fe&ed  with  the  lofs  of  one  man 
killed,  and  five  wounded.  Mr. 
Watts  has  feveral  wounds,  but 
none  of  ihem  dangerous  ;  and  I  feel 
convinced  his  gallant  condu&, 
with  the  exertions  of  every  officer 
and  man  employed  on  this  fervice, 
will  meet  your  approbation. — 
Twenty-one  of  the  enemy’s  troops 
were  made  prifoners,  eighteen  of 
whom  are  wounded  ;  the  reft,  ex^. 
cepting  a  few  who  fwam  on  fhore, 
were  killed,  as  were  her  captain 
and  fome  of  her  crew.-— She  had 
captured,  fince  her  departure  from 
Cadiz,  the  Lord  Keith,  bound 
from  London  to  Mogador. — His 
Majefty’s  (hip  has  taken  and  de¬ 
ft  royed,  finee  the  ill  inftant,  the 
St.  Francifco,  Spanifh  lugger, 
with  wheat  and  fait  ;  and  la 
Louifa  fchooner,  in  ballaft ;  the 
latter  perfe&ly  new. 

I  am,  &c. 

C, Shipley. 

A  L  iff  of  the  Killed  and  Wounded  in 
the  Boats  of  his  Majefty' s  Ship 

Cornu 
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C omits ,  off  Canaria,  on  the  %th  of 
May .  ; 

R. Noble,  private  marine,  killed; 
Lieutenant  Watts,  feverely  wound¬ 
ed  ;  J.  Robinfon,  private  marine  ; 
E.  Evans  and  J.  Trimble,  Teamen ; 
R.  Tully,  private  marine,  danger- 
oully  wounded. 


London  Gazette,  June  13* 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Nicho¬ 
las,  of  the  Lark,  to  Vice-Admiral 
D acres,  and  by  him  tranfmitted  to 
Mr.  Marfden . 

His  Majefty’s  Sloop  Lark ,  at  Sea , 
March  io. 

tc  Sir, 

<(  I  have  the  honour  to  report 
to  you  the  proceedings  of  his  ma. 
jelly's  floop  I  command,  during 
her  late  cruife.— -On  the  19th  of 
January,  we  fell  in  with  and  chafed 
an  enemy's  fchooner,  which,  car¬ 
rying  a  very  heavy  prefs  of  fail 
to  efcape  from  us,  was  overfet  in 
a  fquall,  when  the  whole  of  her 
crew  periflied  before  the  Lark 
reached  the  fpot.  On  the  26th, 
late  in  the  evening,  we  difcovered 
two  Guarda  Cofta  fchooners  under 
the  land,  and  by  {leering  a  fuitable 
courfe,  to  cut  them  off  from  Porto 
Bello, we,  afterfourtcen  hours’  chaf¬ 
ing,  on  the  27th  captured  them  both; 
they  were  el  Poltillon,  of  one  1  im¬ 
pounder,  two  6-pounders,  and  76 
men,  and  el  Carmen,  of  one  12- 
pounder,  four  6-pounders,  and  72 
men  ;  both  commanded  by  Lieu¬ 
tenants  of  the  Spanifti  navy,  and 
were  from  Carthagena,  bound  to 
Porto  Bello.  With  thefe  veffels 
in  company,  on  the  ift  of  February, 
a  convoy  of  market-boats,  pro¬ 
tected  by  two  gun  boats  and  an 


armed  fchooner,  were  fallen  in 
with  ;  the  former  were  driven  on 
Ihore,  but  the  latter  took  refuge 
in  a  creek  of  Zifpata  Bay,  pro¬ 
tected  by  a  four  gun  battery.  $ 
followed  them  into  the  Bay,  and 
in  a  fhort  time  filenced  the  fort ; 
but  not  being  able  to  get  ,at  the 
gun-boats  with  the  {hip,  the  Lark 
was  anchored  at  a  convenient  dift- 
ance,  and  with  the  whole  of  ouy 
crew  (twenty  men  excepted,  on 
board  the  prizes,)  I  proceeded  to 
attack  them.  The  Spaniards  row¬ 
ed  out  to  meet  us,  and,  keeping  up 
a  refolute  fire,  approached  until  we 
clofed,  when  they  fled  ;  this  mo¬ 
ment  was  feized  to  board  the  Hern - 
moil  of  the  enemy,  carrying  a  long 
24-pounder  and  two  6-pounders  ; 
The  ran  on  fhore,  but  was  carried 
after  a  defperate  refiftance ;  in 
which,  of  fixteen  men,  three  were 
difabled,  and  myfelf  wounded- 
But  here  our  fuccefs  ended ;  for  iri 
the  following  the  others  up  the 
creek,  the  pilot  miffed  the  channel, 
and  ran  the  fchooners  on  fhore, 
without  any  profpeCt  of  getting 
them  off ;  the  aCtion  was  therefor® 
continued  in  this  fituation  until 
five  o'clock,  when  Mr.  Pound 
(the  Purfer)  and  two  more  men. 
being  added  to  the  lift  of  wounded, 
I  gave  up  the  attempt,  directing 
Lieutenant  Bull  to  fet  the  fchooners 
on  fire,  and  to  cover  the  retreat* 
The  Carmen  blew  up,  and  the  Pof- 
tillon  was  in  flames,  and  otherwife 
fo  much  difabled,  that  fhe  muft  be 
loft  to  the  enemy. 

The  good  conduct  of  the  Lark's 
officers  and  crew  entitle  them  to 
my  thanks ;  and  I  truft  their  exer- 
tiQns  may  be  rewarded  by  better 
fortune  on  a  future  occafion. 

I  am,  See. 

Rost.  Nicholas, 
London 
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London  Gazette,  June  20. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  Lord 
Gardner ,  Gommander  in  Chief  of 
His  Majefy’s  Ships  and  Veffels 
employed  in  the  Channel ,  Soundings , 
'f$c.  to  W.  Marfdeiiy  Efq,  dated  the 
1  yth  Infant . 

Sir, 

I  defire  you  will  be  pleafed  to 
lay  before  their  Lordfiiips  the  en- 
clofed  Letter,  which  I  have  receiv¬ 
ed  this  morning  from  Rear-Admi¬ 
ral  Sir  Richard  Strachan,  accompa¬ 
nying  one  to  the  Rear-Admiral 
from  Captain  Battie,  of  the  Po- 
mone,  giving  an  account  of  his 
having  taken  and  deftroyed  part  of 
a  convoy  of  the  enemy,  from 
Nantz,  bound  to  Rochfort,  laden 
with  naval  ftores,  &c. ;  in  which 
affair  great  credit  is  derived  by 
Captain  Barrie,  as  well  as  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  men  employed  on  this  oc- 
cafion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  See. 

(Signed)  Gardner, 

Cafar ,  off  the  Pefuis  d’  Antioch  ey 
June  7,  1 807. 

My  Lord, 

I  enclofe  a  letter  from  Captain 
Barrie,  giving  an  account  of  his 
having  taken  part  of  a  convoy  of 
the  enemy,  from  Nantz,  bound  to 
Rochfort,  laden  with  various  arti¬ 
cles  and  naval  ftores.  Captain  Bar¬ 
rie's  zealous  conduct,  as  well  as 
that  of  his  officers  and  fhip’s 
company,  is  highly  meritori¬ 
ous. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  R.  J.  Strachan. 

Po money  June  6,  1807. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint 


you,  that  yefterday,  when  working 
up  to  windward,  in  order  to  gain 
the  ftation.you  had  pointed  out  to 
me  by  fignal,  at  about  half  paft  fe- 
ven  o’clock  A.  M.  three  veflele 
were  reported  from  the  maft-head, 
bearing  N.  E. ;  thefe  we  foon  made 
out  to  be  armed  veffels  (brigs).  As 
the  diftance  of  the  fquadron  ren¬ 
dered  it  impofiible  for  me  to  com¬ 
municate  this  circumftance  to  you, 

I  took  upon  myfelf  to  give  chafe 
to  thefe  brigs,  conceiving  it  my 
duty  to  do  fo,  as  I  thought  I  could 
cut  them  off  before  they  could  get 
into  the  Sables  d’Qlonne.  As  we 
approached  the  fhore,  a  convoy  was 
obferved  under  efcort  of  the  brigs. 
At  about  nine  o’clock,  we  got  with¬ 
in  random-fhot  of  one  of  the  brigs, 
when  the  breeze  unfortunately 
failed  us,  and  1  had  the  mortifica¬ 
tion  to  obferve  that  we  fhould  not 
be  able  (in  the  fhip)  to  cut  off  the 
brigs,  especially  as  we  were  ob¬ 
liged  to  make  a  tack  to  clear  the 
barges,  which  were  only  about  two 
cables'  length  from  us.  Some  of 
our  (hot  reached  the  convoy,  two 
of  which  (fuppofed  to  be  naval 
tranfports)  ran  on  fhore  ;  a  third  (a 
brig)  was  deferted  by  her  crew  ;  I 
therefore  difpatched  Lieutenant 
Jones,  in  the  fix-oared  cutter,  to 
take  poffeffion  of  the  deferted  brig, 
and  of  any  others  of  the  convoy  that 
were  not  clofe  to  the  fhore.  This 
fervice  Lieutenant  Jones  performed 
with  great  judgment  and  gallantry, 
and  fortunately  without  lofs,  though 
the  grape  from  the  fhore  and  gun- 
biigs  paffed  through  and  through 
his  boat.  One  of  the  gun-brigs 
making  a  fhow  of  pulling  out  with 
her  fweeps,  I  fent  Lieutenant  J.  W. 
Gabriel,  firft  of  this  fhip,  with 
three  boats  to  meet  him  ;  but  as  the 
brig  retreated  under  protection  of 

the 
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flic  batteries  on  ffiore,  and  alfo 
within  mulket-fhot  of  the  numerous 
foldiery  which  lined  the  beach,  I 
would  not  allow  my  gallant  friend 
to  make  the  attack  under  fuch  great 
difadvantage,  but  directed  him  to 
proceed  with  the  boats  towards  St. 
Giles’s,  where  feveral  veffels  were 
©bferved  nearly  becalmed.  At 
about  half  paft  eleven  o’clock,  the 
boats  got  up  with  the  eafternmoft 
brig,  and  by  half  paft  two,  they 
were  all  ( 14  in  number)  in  our  pof- 
feffion,  except  one,  which  drove  on 
Chore,  and  was  loft.  The  crews  of 
the  enemy’s  veftels  took  to  their 
boats ;  but,  I  fear,  as  the  fea  ran 
very  high,  fome  of  them  were 
drowned  in  attempting  to  land. 
Had  the  breeze  fortunately  conti¬ 
nued,  I  have  no  doubt  but  we 
fhould  have  taken  and  deftroyed 
the  whole  convoy,  which,  excluftve 
of  the  gun-brigs,  appears  to  confift 
©f  about  27  fail  of  brigs,  floops,  and 
chaffe  marees.  I  have  the  pleafure 
to  add,  that  the  officers  and  feamen 
employed  on  this  fervice,  perform¬ 
ed  it  to  my  fatisfa&ion  and  to  their 
own  credit.  Enclofed  is  a  lift  of 
the  veftels  taken  and  deftroyed, 
with  their  cargoes,  Sec . 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Robert  Barrie, 


London  Gazette,  July  4. 

Letter  frovt  Sir  E.  Pellet,  Bart,  to 
W.  Mar  [deny  Efq.  dated  Culioderiy 
Batavia  Roads ,  Nov.  28. 

Sir, 

Their  Lordfhips  have  been  al¬ 
ready  apprized  of  my  intention  of 
proceeding  to  this  quarter  in  fearch 
of  the  French  fquadron,  which  I 
had  been  led  to  believe  would  have 
ere  this  appeared  in  the  Afiatic 


feas.  I  was  joined  oft  the  ifland  of 
Eugenio,  on  the  23d  inftant,  by  his 
Majefty’s  {hip  Sir  Francis  Drake  ; 
and  proceeding  through  theStraights 
of  Sunda  with  the  (hips  Cuiloden, 
Powerful,  Ruffel,  Belliqueux,  Sir 
Francis  Drake,  Terpfichore,  and 
Sea  Flower,  on  the  26th,  captured, 
off  Bantam,  the  Dutch  Company’s 
armed  brig  Maria  Wilhelmina. 

On  the  following  morning  we  ar¬ 
rived  off  Batavia  ;  the  Terpfichom 
leading  the  fleet  through  the  very 
intricate  navigation  in  a  moft  judi¬ 
cious  manner,  preceded  by  the  Seat 
Flower.  I  dire&ed  the  frigates 
and  brig  to  enter  the  Roads  between 
the  Ifland  of  Ouruft  and  Java,  the 
line  of  battle  ftiips  taking  a  more 
circuitous  paffage.  On  difeovering 
us  as  we  approached,  the  Dutch 
National  frigate  Phoenix,  Avantu- 
rier  and  Zee  Ploeg  brigs,  two  of 
their  Company’s  armed  (hips,  and 
two  armed  brigs,  immediately  ran. 
on  fhore,  followed  by  the  merchant¬ 
men  ;  the  William  corvette  having 
previoufly  ftruck  to  the  Terpft- 
chore,  on  pafling  Ouruft,  Thelhoal 
water  prevented  our  anchoring  fuf- 
ficiently  near  to  fire  with  effedt  ou 
the  batteries  or  the  fhips  on  ftiore® 
The  boats  of  the  fquadron  accord¬ 
ingly  affembled  alongfide  the  Terp¬ 
fichore,  which,  with  the  Sir  Fran¬ 
cis  Drake,  had  been  placed  as  near 
as  poflible  to  cover  them,  and  were 
led  in  to  deftroy  the  enemy’s  fhips 
by  Captain  Fleetwood  Peliew,  un¬ 
der  a  heavy  fire  from  the  fhips  and 
the  batteries.  On  approaching  the 
Phoenix,  the  crew  abandoned  her, 
and  on  boarding  {he  was  found  feut- 
tied.  The  guns  were  immediately 
turned  on  the  other  {hips,  while  the 
boats  were  deftroy  in  g  the  remain¬ 
der,  when  (he  was  alfo  fet  on  fire 
and  burnt,  with  the  whole  of  the 
,  enemy’s 
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enemy’s  armed  force,  and  nearly 
20  merchantmen.  The  gallant 
conduft  of  Capt.  Fleetwood  Pellew; 
Lieut.  Wm.  Fitzwilliam  Owen, 
commander  of  the  Sea  Flower,  and 
Lieut.  Thomas  Groule,  firft  of  the 
Culloden,  the  officers,  feamen,  and 
marines  employed  under  their  com¬ 
mand  in  this  important  duty,  is 
deferving  of  every  praife.  The 
fervice  was  dire&ed  with  great 
coolnefs  and  judgment,  and  exe¬ 
cuted  in  the  molt  fteady,  zealous, 
and  a&ive  manner.  Though  ex- 
pofed  to  the  continued  fire  of  the 
enemy,  happily  with  little  effedfc, 
the  only  lofs  fuftained  being  one 
marine  killed,  one  marine  and  three 
feamen  wounded.  The  enemy’s 
two  remaining  line  of  battle  fhips 
had  unfortunately  quitted  this  an¬ 
chorage,  or  muft  inevitably  have 
fhared  a  fimilar  fate.  The  Dutch 
Admiral  was  left  at  Batavia.  I 
have  landed  the  prifoners  upon  a 
parole,  under  an  affurance  from  the 
Governor  that  they  (hall  not  ferve 
again,  until  regularly  exchanged. 
The  necefiary  deftru&ion  of  the 
William  corvette  has  deprived  me 
of  an  opportunity  of  rewarding  the 
fervices  of  Lieut.  Owen  on  this  oc- 
cafion  ;  I  therefore  beg  leave  to  re¬ 
commend  him  and  Lieut.  Thomas 
Groule,  firit  of  his  Majefty’s  (hip 
Culloden  (who  were  appointed  to 
lead  the  divifions  on  this  fervice) 
to  their  Lordfhips  prote&ion.  I 
inclofe  herewith  a  lift  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  (hips  deftroyed  and  taken: 
and  a  return  of  killed  and  wounded : 
and  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  E,  Pellew. 

Ships  deftroyed  and  taken  in  Batavia. 

Roads , 

Burnt . — National  frigate  Phoe¬ 
nix,  Captain  V  ander  Sande,  of  36 


guns  and  260  men,  laden  with  natal 
(tores  for  the  (hips  at  Criffy 
National  brig  Avariturier,  Captairl 
E.  Coudere,  of  18  guns,  and  9© 
men  ; — National  brig  Zee  Ploeg, 
Captain  L.  Febre,  of  14  guns  and 
50  men ;— -Company’s  armed  (hip 
Patriot,  of  1 8  guns,  and  90  men  ; 
—Company’s  armed  (hip  Arniftein, 
of  10  guns,  and  50  men; — Corru 
pany’s  armed  brig  Johanna  Su- 
zanna,  of  8  guns,  and  24  men;— 
Company’s  armed  brig  Snelheid,  of 
6  guns,  and  24  men. 

Taken. — National  corvette  Wil¬ 
liam,  Captain  Feteris,  of  14  guns, 
and  98  men;— National  brig 
Maria  Wilhelmina,  of  14  guns, 
and  50  men. — About  20  mer¬ 
chant  (hips  deftroyed,  and  two 
taken. 

N.B.  The  William  corvette  was 
afterwards  deftroyed,  as  unfit  for 
his  Majefty’s  fervice. 

A  Return  of  Killed  and  Wounded  ift 
the  Boats  of  his  Majefty’s  Ship 
Culloden ,  in  deftroyingthe  Enemy  s 
Force  at  Batavia ,  on  November 
27,  1806. 

William  Richards,  marine,  kill¬ 
ed  ;  John  Field,  feaman,  wounded; 
Chriftopher  Mofs,  feaman,  ditto  ; 
Thomas  Brian,  feaman,  ditto;  Ro® 
bert  Miles,  marine,-  ditto. 


London  Gazette,  August  9-. 

A  Letter  from  Lord  Gardner  (in 
nvhich  he  ftrongly  recommends  that 
meritorious  Officer  Captain  Dilkes} ) 
introduces  the  follavoing ; 

H.  M.  Sloop  Hazard,  off  the 
Fertuii  Breton,  July  27* 

% 
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Sir,  .  . 

I  have  the  fatisfadion  to  inform 
you,  that  at  day-light  this  morning 
iixteen  of  the  enemy’s  veffels  were 
difcovered  in  the  entrance  of  the 
Pertuis,  making  to  the  Eaftward. 
It  being  nearly  calm,  and  no 
chance  of  the  (hips  doling  them,  I 
made  a  lignal  for  the  boats  to  chafe, 
which  was  obeyed  with  the  great, 
eft  alacrity  by  the  brigs  you  ho¬ 
noured  me  with  placing  under  my 
command.  The  boats  fucceeded  in 
capturing  nine  chaffe-marees,  two 
of  them  bearing  pendants,  and  arm¬ 
ed  with  two  four-pounders,  and 
four  fwivels ;  the  crews  of  the 
whole  having  taken  to  their  boats, 
and  efcaped  to  the  Ihore  with  all 
their  papers :  the  tenth  veftel  was 
fcuttled  by  the  enemy,  and  funk 
juft  as  the  boats  were  taking  pof- 
feflion;  the  remaining  fix  were 
driven  on  ihore,  and  a  very  heavy 
fwell  fetting  in,  I  have  hopes  they 
wi$l  all  bulge.  I  feel  additional 
pleafure  in  thisfervice  having  been 
performed  without  any  of  the  brave 
fellows  employed  in  the  boats  being 
hurt,  though  under  a  heavy  fire  of 
muiketry  from  troops  on  the  beach. 
I  beg  leave  to  inclofe  a  lift  of  the 
vefteis  captured  this  morning  by  the 
boats  of  the  Hazard,  Conflid, 
Growler,  and  Colpoys,  with  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  enemy’s  vefifels  that 
have  been  deftroyed  by  the  Ha¬ 
zard’s  and  other  boats  in  company, 
fince  the  ift  of  April  laft. 

Charles  Dilkes. 

French  Veffels  taken  on  the  morning 
of  July  27. 

Chajfe-Marees.- — Les  Deux  Amis, 
armed  with  two  four  pounders— 
Les  Trois  Frere  Horaces,  armed 
with  four  fwivels— -La  Veronique, 
laden  with  wheat — Le  Sans  Pareil, 
Veil.  XLIX.  or  Vo l,  VXI.  Nei 
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laden  with  wheat— La  Marie  Fran* 
coife,  in  ballaft — La  Marie  Louife* 
in  ballaft — La  Bonne  Janton,  in 
ballaft — Le  Pafcal,  in  ballaft — Le 
Galille,  in  ballaft — -Name  un¬ 
known,  funk  by  the  enemy,  to  pre¬ 
vent  falling  into  our  hands — Name 
unknown,  armed  with  6  guns,  run 
on  Ihore  in  the  furf. 

Veffels  taken  and  deftroyed  bet<weei$ 
April  I  and  June  10. 

Sloops, — La  Rofalie  and  Le  Jeune 
Marie. 

C hajfe- Maree s . —  La  Petit  Marie 
— Le  Patriot— La  Marianne— La 
Belle  Louife  Jofephine — La  Marie 
Francoife- — Name  unknown,  funk 
by  the  batteries  after  being  taken 
pofleffion  of. 

C.  Dilkes. 


London  Gazette,  Sept.  12. 

Extrafi  of  Letters  from  Vice-Admiral 
RufJ'elly  Commander  in  Chief  in  the 
North  Seas  to  the  Hon,  W,  Wei - 
leftey  Poles  dated  Majeftic ,  off  He¬ 
ligoland,  dated  September  6. 

I  arrived  at  this  Ifland,  and  an¬ 
chored  clofe  to  the  town,  on  the  4th 
inft.  at  half  paft  two  p.  m.  but  did 
not,  as  I  expeded,  find  the  Explo- 
fion,  the  Wanderer,-  or  the  Exer¬ 
tion,  with  which  their  Lordftiips 
had  intended  to  reinforce  me.  Hav¬ 
ing  found  that  Lord  Falkland  had, 
with  his  ufual  zeal  and  promptnefs, 
fummoned  the  garrifon  on  the  30  th 
ult.  and  that  his  proposals  were  re- 
jeded  by  the  Governor*  I  was 
making  my  arrangements  to  florin 
him  with  the  marines  and  feamen  of 
the  fquadron,  if  he  did  not  inftantly 
furrender,  for  at  this  time  the  value 
of  the  Ifland  to  us  is  immenfe.— At 
Series.  *  N  fix 
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fix  p,  however,  he  fent  out  a 
flag  of  truce*  defiring  that  an  offi¬ 
cer  might  be  fent  in  the  morning  to 
treat  on  Articles  of  Capitulation ; 
and  I  accordingly,  at  day-light 
yefterday,  difpatched  Vifc.  Falk¬ 
land  and  Lieut.  D’ Auvergne  (Firft 
fcf  this  (hip)  on  that  fervice.  At 
two  the  Deputation  returned  with 
the  Articles  of  Capitulation,  which 
I  immediately  ratified.  With  a 
fmall  expence  this  ifland  may  be 
made  a  little  Gibraltar,  and  a  fa fe 
haven  for  fmall  craft,  even  in  the 
winter  ;  it  is  a  key  to  the  rivers 
Eras,  Wefer,  Jade,  Eljie,  and  Ey- 
der,  the  only  afylum  at  prefent  for 
our  cruifers  in  thefe  feas.  I  have 
appointed  Lieut.  D’Auvergne  as 
afting  Governor,  until  their  Lord- 
fh ips*  pleafure  is  known  ;  and  I 
beg  leave  to  add,  that,  from  his 
perfeft  knowledge  of  both  fervices, 
his  zeal  and  loyalty,  and  a  high 
fenfe  of  honour,  I  know  no  feaman 
more  competent  to  the  truft. 

This  morning,  the  Explofion, 
Wanderer,  and  Exertion,  hove  in 
iight,  round  the  north  end  of  the 
Ifland. 

T.  Macnamara  Russell. 


London  Gazette  Extraor¬ 
dinary,  Sept.  16. 

I 

The  following  Di [patches  have  leen 
received  by  Vi/count  CaJ}iereaghy 
from  Admiral  Gambler  and  Lord 
Cat  hearty  the  Commanders  of  his 
■Majefy’s  Naval  and  Military 
Forces  in  the  Baltic  Sea .  [An 
iniroduBory  Letter  from  Admiral 
Gamhiery  dated  on  board  the 
Prince  of  [Tales }  Sept,  y,  and 
mentioning  the  attainment  of  the 
tbjett  of  the  Expedition ,  is  f  acceded 


by  the  following  details  from  Lori 
Cathcart[\ 

Citadel  of  Copenhagen ,  Sept.  8, 

My  Lor©, 

It  has  fallen  to  my  lot  to  have 
the  great  fatisfa&ion  of  forwarding 
to  your  Lordfhip  the  ratified  Capi¬ 
tulation  of  the  town  and  citadel  of 
Copenhagen,  including  the  furren- 
der  of  the  Danifh  fleet  and  arfenal 
in  this  port,  which  are  placed  at 
his  Majefty’s  difpofal.  The  ob¬ 
ject  of  fecuring  this  fleet  having  been 
attained,  every  other  provifion  of  a 
tendency  to  wound  the  feelings,  or 
irritate  the  nation,  has  been  avoid¬ 
ed  ;  and  although  the  bombard¬ 
ment  and  cannonade  have  made 
confiderable  havock  and  deftru&ion 
in  the  town,  not  one  fliot  was  fired 
into  it  till  after  it  was  fummoned, 
with  the  offer  of  the  moft  advanta¬ 
geous  terms,  not  a  fingle  fhot  afteF 
'the  firft  indication  of  a  difpofition 
to  capitulate  ;  on  the  contrary,  the 
firing,  which  lafled  three  nights 
from  his  Majefty’s  batteries,  was 
confiderably  abated  on  the  2d,  and 
was  only  renewed  on  the  3d  to  its 
full  vigour,  on  fuppofing,  from  the 
quantity  of  (hells  thrown  from  the 
place  that  there  was  a  determina¬ 
tion  to  hold  out.— ~On  the  evening 
of  the  5th  September,  a  letter  was 
lent  by  the  Danifh  General  to  pro- 
pofe  an  armiftice  of  24  hours,  for 
preparing  an  agreement,  on  which 
articles  of  capitulation  might  be 
founded.  The  armiflice  was  de¬ 
clined,  as  tending  to  unneceflary 
delay,  and  the  works  were  conti¬ 
nued;  but  the  firing  was  counter¬ 
manded,  and  Lieut. -colonel  Murray 
was  fent  to  explain  that  110  propo- 
fal  of  capitulation  could  be  liken¬ 
ed  to,  unlefs  accompanied  by  the 

fur  reader 
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furrender  of  the  fleet.  This  bafis 
having  been  admitted  by  a  fubfe- 
quent  letter,  on  the  6th,  Major- 
gen.  Sir  A.  Wellefley,  whom  I  had 
fent  for,  for  this  purpofe,  from  his 
command  in  the  country,  where  he 
had  diflinguifhed  himfelf  in  a  man- 
aer  fo  honourable  to  himfelf,  and 
fo  advantageous  to  the  public,  was 
appointed,  with  Sir  H.  Popham  and 
Lieut.-col.  Murray,  to  prepare  and 
fign  articles  of  capitulation  ;  and 
thofe  officers  having  infilled  on 
proceeding  immediately  to  bufinefs, 
the  capitulation  was  drawn  up  in 
the  night  between  the  6th  and  7th. 
The  ratification  was  changed  in 
the  courfe  of  the  morning,  and  at 
four  in  the  afternoon  of  the  fame 
day,  Lieut.-gen.  Burrard  proceed¬ 
ed  to  take  poffeffion.  The  Britifli 
grenadiers  prefen t,  with  detach¬ 
ments  from  all  the  other  corps  of 
cavalry  and  infantry,  under  com¬ 
mand  of  Col.  Cameron  (97  th), 
with  two  brigades  of  artillery, 
marched  into  the  citadel,  while 
Major,  gen.  Spencer,  having  em¬ 
barked  his  brigade  at  the  Kalk 
Brandiere,  landed  in  the  dock  yard, 
and  took  pofifefiion  of  each  of  the 
line  of  battle  fhips,  and  of  all  thev 
arfenal ;  the  Danilh  guards  with¬ 
drawing  when  thofe  of  his  Ma. 
jelly  were  ready  to  replace  them, 
and  proper  officers  attending  to  de¬ 
liver  ftores  as  far  as  inventories 
could  be  made  up. — The  town  be¬ 
ing  in  a  Hate  of  the  greatell  fer¬ 
ment  and  diforder,  I  moll  willing¬ 
ly  acceded  to  the  requell  that  our 
troops  Ihould  not  be  quartered  in 
it,  and  that  neither  officers  or  fol- 
diers  Ihould  enter  it  for  fome  days  ; 
and  having  the  command  of  poffef- 
fion  from  the  citadel  whenever  it 
might  be  necefi'ary  to  ufe  it,  I  had 
no  objection  to  leaving  the  other 


gates  in  the  hands  of  the  troops 
his  Danilh  Ma  jelly,  together  with 
the  police  of  the  place.  We  have 
confented  to  the  re-eftablifhment 
of  the  poll ;  but  all  arrivals  and 
departures  are  to  be  at  and  from 
the  citadel.  This  work  is  in 
good  condition,  very  ftrong,  and 
well  llored  with  ordnance  and  am¬ 
munition.  The  amount  of  the 
garrifon  of  the  town  is  not  eafily 
afcertained;  The  regular  troops 
were  not  numerous ;  but  the  num- 
bet  of  the  batteries  which  fired  at 
the  fame  time,  together  with  the 
floating  defences,  prove  that  there 
mull  have  been  a  very  great  num¬ 
ber  of  militia  and  burghers,  with 
other  irregular  forces ;  and  their 
ordnance  was  well  ferved,  [la 
the  high  eulogium  which  his  lord- 
lhip  pa  lies  on  his  officers,  he  par¬ 
ticularly  mentions  all  the  Generals, 
the  Staff,  Col.  Darcy,  chief  en¬ 
gineer,  and  Lieut.-col.  Smith,  of 
the  8 2d.  His  lordfhip  then  fays] 
— “  By  the  naval  blockade,  the 
force  oppofed  to  us  has  been  limit¬ 
ed  to  the  refources  of  this  and  the 
adjacent  illands,  feparated  only  by 
narrow  ferries  ;  and  almoft  every 
wifh  of  affillance  has  been  antici¬ 
pated,  and  every  requifition  of 
boats,  guns,  and  ftores,  has  been 
moll  amply  and  effectually  pro¬ 
vided  for  with  the  greatell  dif- 
patch,  and  the  moll  perfect  cordia¬ 
lity  ;  and  every  pollible  attention 
has  been  paid,  and  every  accommo¬ 
dation  given,  by  every  officer  in 
that  fervice,  from  Adm.  Gambier 
downwards.  A  battalion  of  Tea¬ 
men  and  marines,  with  three  divi- 
fions  of  carpenters,  were  landed  on 
the  5  th,  under  Capt.  Watfon,  of 
his  majefty’s  fhip  Inflexible  ;  and 
had  the  effort  been  made,  which 
would  have  been  reforted  to  in  a 
*  N  2  few 


180* 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1807. 


few  days,  if  the  place  had  not  ca- 
pitulated,  their  fervices  in  the  paf- 
fage  of  the  ditch  would  have  been 
diftinguiffied.  I  fend  this  difpatch 
by  Lieut.  Cathcart,  who  has  be¬ 
come  for  fome  time  my  firft  aid-de- 
camp,  who  has  feen  every  thing 
that  has  occurred  here  and  at  Stral- 
fund,  and  will  be  able  to  give  any 
farther  details  that  may  be  re¬ 
quired. 

Cathcart.  *' 

Killed :  4  officers,  i  ferjeant,  1 
drummer,  36  rank  and  file,  and 
S  horfes .—Wounded:  6  officers,  1 
ferjeant,  138  rank  and  file,  and 
25  horfes. — Miffing :  1  ferjeant,  4 
drummers,  and  19  rank  and  file. 

Officers  killed :  Lieut.  Lyons,  of 
the  royal  artillery  ;  Enfign  Ro¬ 
bert  Dixon,  of  the  8 2d  foot  ; 
Lieut.  Rudolf,  of  the  ill  regiment 
light  dragoons,  King’s  German 
legion ;  Enfign  Jennings,  of  the 
23d  foot,  or  royal  Wellh  fuzileers. 

Officers  r wounded :  Capt.  Haftings, 
of  the  8  2d  foot ;  Lieut.  Suter,  of 
ditto;  Capt.  During,  ill  batt. 
King’s  German  legion ;  Lieut. - 
gen.  Sir  D.  Baird,  in  the  fhoulder 
and  hand,  flightly  ;  Enfign  Bilfon. 

Articles  of  Capitulation . 

I.  When  the  capitulation  lhall 
iiave  been  figned  and  ratified,  the 
troops  of  his  Britannic  majefty  are 
to  be  put  in  pofifeffion  of  the 
(citadel, 

II.  A  guard  of  his  Britannic 
majefty’s  troops  (hall  likewife  be 
placed  in  the  dock-yards. 

III.  The  (hips  and  veflels  of 
war  of  every  defeription,  with  all 
the  naval  (lores  belonging  to  his 
Daniffi  majefty,  (hall  be  delivered 
into  the  charge  of  fuch  perfons  as 
(hall  be  appointed  by  the  command¬ 
ers  in  chief  of  his  Britannic  ma¬ 


inly ’s  forces  ;  and  they  are  to  be 
put  in  immediate  pofleflion  of  the 
dock-yards,  and  all  the  building3 
and  ftore-houfes  belonging  thereto. 

IV.  The  ftore-fhips  and  tranf- 
ports  in  the  fervice  of  his  Britannic 
majefty  are  to  be  allowed,  i(  ne- 
ceflary,  to  come  into  the  harbour, 
for  the  purpofe  of  embarking  fuch 
(lores  and  troops  as  they  have 
brought  into  this  ifland. 

V.  As  foon  as  the  (hips  (hall 

have  been  removed  from  the  dock¬ 
yard,  or  within  fix  weeks  from 
the  date  of  this  capitulation,  or 
fooner  if  poffible,  the  troops  of  his 
Britannic  majefty  (hall  deliver  up 
the  citadel  to  the  troops  of  his 
Daniffi  majefty,  in  the  (late  in 
which  it  (hall  be  found  when  the/ 
occupy  it.  His  Britannic  majefty’s 
troops  (hall  likewife,  within  the 
before-mentioned  time,  or  fooner  if 
poffible,  be  ,  embarked  from  the 
ifland  of  Zealand.  „ 

VI.  From  the  date  of  this  capi¬ 
tulation,  hoftilities  (hall  ceafe 
throughout  the  ifland  of  Zealand., 

VII.  No  perfon  whatfoever 
(hall  be  mofefted  ;  and  all  property* 
public  or  private,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  the  (hips  and  veflels  of  war, 
and  the  naval  (lores  before-men¬ 
tioned,  belonging  to  his  Danifli 
majefty,  (hall  be  refpefted,  and  all 
civil  and  military  officers  in  the 
fervice  of  his  Daniffi  majefty,  (hall 
continue  in  the  full  exercife  of  their 
authority  throughout  the  ifland  of 
Zealand  ;  and  every  thing  lhall  be 
done  which  can  tend  to  produce 
union  and  harmony  between  the 
two  nations. 

VIII.  All  prifoners  taken  on 
both  fides  (hall  be  unconditionally 
reftored,  and  thofe  officers  who 
are  prifoners  on  parole  (hall  be  re- 
leafed  from  its  effete 
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IX.  Any  Englifh  property  that 
may  have  been  Tequeftrated,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  exifting  hoftilities, 
fhall  be  reftored  to  the  owners.-  — 
This  capitulation  fhall  be  ratified 
by  the  refpeTive  commanders  in 
chief,  and  the  ratifications  ill  all  be 
exchanged  before  twelve  o’clock  at 
noon  this  day. — Done  at  Copen¬ 
hagen,  Sept.  7,  1807. 

Arthur.  Wellesly. — Home 

Popham. — George  Murray. 

(Ratifie  par  moi.)  Peymaun. 

[The  letter  of  Adm.  Gambier. 
tranfmitted  by  Capt.  Collier, 
briefly  defcribes  the  bombardment 
of  the  city,  and  its  effects,  as  al¬ 
ready  detailed  in  the  Difpatch  of 
Lord  Cathcart  ;  after  which  the 
Admiral  proceeds  as  follows  :] 

1  am  happy  on  this  occafion  to 
exprefs  the  warm  fenfe  I  entertain 
of  the  cordial  co-operation  of 
the  army,  by  whofe  exertions, 
with  the  favourable  concurrence 
of  circumftances,  under  Divine 
Providence,  ever  fince  we  left  Eng¬ 
land,  our  ultimate  fuccefs  has  been 
more  immediately  obtained.  I 
mull  alfo  convey  to  their  Lordfhips, 
in  terms  of  the  higheft  approbation 
and  praife,  the  confpicuous  zeal 
and  earned  endeavours  of  every  of¬ 
ficer  and  man  under  my  command 
for  the  accomplifhment  cf  this  fer- 
vice  ;  and  although  the  operations 
of  the  fleet  have  not  been  of  a  na¬ 
ture  to  afford  me  a  general  and 
brilliant  occafion  for  adding  frefh 
teftimony  to  the  numerous  records 
of  the  bravery  of  Britifh  Teamen 
and  marines,  yet  the  gallantry  and 
energy  difplayed  by  the  advanced 
fquadron  of  floops,  bombs,  gun- 
bifigs,  c.  which  were  employed, 
under  the  command  of  Capt,  Puget, 
$0  cover  the  operation  of  the  left 
wing  of  the  army  from  the  Danifh 


flotilla,  ought  not  to  be  pa  fled 
over  in  filence.  I  have  beheld  with 
admiration  the  fteady  courage  and 
arduous  exertion  with  which,  on 
one  occafion  in  particular,  they 
fudained  for  more  than  four  hours  a 
heavy  and  inceffant  cannonade  with 
the  Danifh  batteries,  block  fhips, 
praams,  and  gun-boats,  in  a  fitua- 
tion  where,  from  the  fhoalnefs  of 
the  water,  it  was  impofiible  to 
bring  any  of  the  large  fhips  to  their 
fupport.  I  feel  it  my  duty  to 
make  a  particular  acknowledgment 
of  the  aid  1  have  derived  from  Sir 
H.  Popham,  captain  of  the  fleet, 
whofe  prompt  refources,  and  com** 
plete  knowledge  of  his  profeffion, 
efpecially  of  that  branch  which  is 
connected  with  the  operations  of 
an  army,  qualify  him,  in  a  parti¬ 
cular  manner,  for  the  arduous  and 
various  duties  with  which  he  has 
been  charged,  I  beg  leave  to  re¬ 
fer  their  Lorddiips  to  Captain  CoU 
Her,  whom  I  have  charged  with 
this  difpatch,  for  any  farther  par-, 
titulars  they  may  defir^  to  know, 

I  am,  &c. 

J.  Gambier, 

Killed  and  Wounded  on  board  the  Ad<* 
vanced  Squadron y  on  Aug.  23, 

Cruizer,  Lieut.  Woodford  killed. 
— Fearlefs,  2  Teamen  killed  ;  Lieut. 
Williams  (flightly),  1  Teamen,  and 
4  marines,  wounded. — Indignant, 

1  Teaman  killed  5  1  Teamen  wound** 
ed. — Urgent,  1  Teaman  and  1  ma¬ 
rine  wounded. — Valiant’s  Launch, 

3  Teamen  wounded. — Africaine’s 
Boat,  1  Teaman  wounded  * — *Totala 

4  killed,  1 3  wounded. 

Killed  and  wounded  by  the  explojiotz 
of  the  Charles  armed  tranfport% 
attached  to  the  Advanced  Sqm- 
iron. 

V aliant,  2  Teame%  killed ;  Liept„ 

N.  Rowe,, 
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N.  Rowe,  Mr.  P.  Tomlinfon, 
mafter’s  mate  (fince  dead  of  his 
wounds),  and  12  feamen,  wounded. 
>•— TranfpOrt,  Mr.  J.  Mayafe,  maf* 
ter,  and  7  feamen,  killed  ;  7  fea¬ 
men  wounded.  J.  Gambier. 

Lift  of  Danijh  Ships  delivered  up  to 
his  Majejiy’s  Forces,  Sept ,  7. 

ChrifUan  VII.  96  guns:  Nep¬ 
tune,  84 ;  Waldemaar,  84  ;  Prin¬ 
cefs  Sophia  Frederica,  74;  Juftice, 
74;  Heir  Apparent  Frederick,  74; 
Crown  Prince  Frederick,  74; 
Fuen,  74;  Oden,  74;  Three 
Crowns,  74;  Skiold,  *yy:  Crown 
Princefs  Maria,  74  ;  Danemark, 
74;  Norway,  74;  Princefs  Caro¬ 
lina,  74  ;  Detmarfken,  64  ;  Con¬ 
queror,  64  ;  Mars,  64.“— Frigates ; 
Pearl,  44  ;  Houfewife,  44  ;  Liber¬ 
ty,  44;  Iris,  44;  Rota,  44;  Ve¬ 
nues,  44  ;  Nyade,  30;  Triton, 
28  ;  Frederiftein,  28  ;  Little  Belt, 
24;  St.  Thomas,  22;  Fylla,  215 
Elbe,  20  ;  Eyderen,  20 ;  Gluck- 
ftad,  20. — Brigs;  Same,  18; 
Glommen,  18;  Ned  Eleven,  18; 
Mercure,  18;  Courier,  14;  Fly¬ 
ing  Fifh. — Gun-boats :  Eleven  with 
two  guns  in  the  bow  ;  14  with  one 
gun  in  the  bow,  and  one  in  the 
fiern.  J.  Gambier. 

Supplementary  Gazette. 

J* 

/ 

[The  contents  of  the  Difpatches 
relative  to  the  operations  of  the 
army  unconnected  with  the  fiege, 
were  detailed  in  a  Supplementary 
Gazette,  publifhed  on  the  17th. 
In  this  Gazette,  the  progrefs  of  the 
fiege  is  detailed  in  the  journal  of 
the  army,  which  is  continued  from 
the  2 1  ft  uit.  to  the  evening  of  the 
ill  inft.  From  the  1 8th  of  A u- 
guft,  the  day  on  which  the  be¬ 
gging  army  broke  ground,  the 
Operations  were  continued  with  un¬ 


interrupted  aflivity,  notwithftancL 
ing  frequent  efforts  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy,  to  the  24th.  On  that 
day,  in  confequence  of  the  general 
fuccefs  of  the  operations,  the  works 
which  had  been  previoufly  con- 
ftrufted  were  abandoned,  and  a  po- 
fition  taken  nearer  to  the  town.  It 
is  only  from  this  period  that  the 
liege  can  be  laid  to  have  really  com¬ 
menced  ;  and  within  feven  days 
after,  all  the  preparations  for  the 
attack  were  completed  ;  and  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  ift  the  place 
was  fummoned,  and  the  offers  re¬ 
newed,  which,  at  different  times, 
had  been  previoufly  made  to  the 
Prince  Pvoyal  and  the  governor  of 
Copenhagen,  but  without  effedl. 
In  the  fummons  it  is  ftated,  that, 
if  the  offers  were  not  accepted,  the 
city,  in  cafe  of  fuccefs,  would  be 
treated  as  a  conquered  place,  and 
the  captured  property,  both  pub¬ 
lic  and  private,  belong  to  the  cap- 
tors.  It  does  not  feem  as  if  there 
was  any  intention  of  carrying  this 
menace  into  effeft ;  for  Copenha¬ 
gen,  it  is  evident,  has  been  treated 
with  a  degree  of  forbearance,  of 
which  there  are  few  inftances  in 
modern  warfare  ;  and  in  the  third 
article  of  the  capitulation,  at  the 
fame  time  that  it  provides  for  the 
prefervation  of  private  property, 
does  not  declare  thefhips  of  war  to 
be  captures  :  it  only  fays,  that  they 
fhall  be  delivered  into  the  charge 
of  fuch  perfons  as  (hall  be  appointed 
by  the  commanders  of  the  Bricifh 
forces,  leaving  it  confequently  to 
his  majefty’s  option  to  reftore 
them  ;  an  aft  of  generofity  to  be 
regulated  by  the  future  conduct  of 
Denmark.  The  anfwer  to  the  fum¬ 
mons,  which  was  in  the  negative, 
having  been  received  late  on  the 
1  ft,  the  reply  could  not  be  fent  till 
the  following  day,  when  rhe  bom¬ 
bardment 
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bardmenf  both  from  the  land-bat¬ 
teries  and  bombs  commenced,  and 
was  continued,  with  more  or  lefs 
vigour,  until  the  evening  of  the 
5  th,  when  an  overture  for  capitu¬ 
lating  was  made  by  the  garrifon. 
A  negotiation  commenced,  and  was 
concluded  on  the  following  night 
to  the  effeft  already  ftated.  On 
the  27  th,  a  flag  of  truce  was  fent 
out  with  a  propofal  for  an  armiftice 
of  3  6  hours,  for  the  purpofe  of  re¬ 
moving  the  fick  from  an  hofpital, 
fituate  outfide  the  town  ;  but  the 
period  being  deemed  too  long,  it 
was  rejected,  and  a  fufpenfion  of 
hoftilities  for  four  hours  propofed  in 
^>lace  of  it.  This  delay,  not  be¬ 
ing  fufflcient  for  the  purpofes  of 
Gen.  Peymaun,  and  for  which  it  is 
probable  the  reafon  Hated  was  only 
a  cover,  was  reje&ed  by  him  in 
his  turn.  Confiderable  advantages 
were  in  the  mean  time  obtained  by 
Sir  A.  Wellefley,  over  a  Danifli 
force  of  regulars  and  infantry. 
They  are  detailed  in  the  following 
letter  from  Sir  Arthur  Wellefley  to 
Lord  Cathcart :] 

Kiope ,  Aup.  2Q. 

“  My  Lord, 

<(  According  to  the  intention 
which  I  announced  to  your  Lord- 
fhip  on  the  evening  of  the  27th,  I 
moved  to  Roeikild  Kroe,  and 
placed  Colonel  Reden  at  Valleihrek; 
and  Gen.  Linfengen  marched 
yefterday  morning  to  Roeikild ; 
by  thefe  different  movements  his 
force  became  the  right  inflead  of 
the  left.  Having  had  reafon  to 
believe  that  the  enemy  ftili  re¬ 
mained  at  Kioge,  I  determined  to 
attack  him  this  day.  I  fettled 
with  Gen.  Linfengen,  that  he 
fhould  crofs  the  Kioge  rivulet  at 
Lille  Sellyae,  and  turn  the  enemy's 


left  flank,  while  I  fliould  move 
along  the  fea  road  towards  Kioge 
and  attack  him  in  front.  Both 
divifions  broke  up  this  morning, 
and  marched  according  to  the  plan 
concerted.  Upon  my  approach  to 
Kioge,  I  found  the  enemy  in  force 
on  the  North-fide  of  the  town  and 
rivulet,  and  they  commenced  a 
cannonade  upon  the  patroles  of 
hufiars  in  my  front ;  they  had 
three  or  four  regular  battalions 
formed  into  one  line,  with  cavalry 
on  both  flanks,  and  apparently  a 
large  body  beyond  the  town  and 
rivulet.  At  the  time  agreed  upon 
with  Gen.  Linfengen,  I  formed  my 
infantry  in  one  line,  with  the  left 
to  the  fea,  having  the  two  fqua- 
drons  of  huflars  upon  the  right. 
There  had  been  fome  appearance  of 
a  movement  by  the  enemy  to  their 
left ;  and  as  I  had  not  any  commu¬ 
nication  with  Gen.  Linfengen,  and 
was  not  certain  that  he  had  pafled 
the  rivulet,  I  therefore  thought  it 
proper  to  make  the  attack  in  an 
echellon  of  battalions  from  the  left  ; 
the  whole  covered  by  the  ill  batta¬ 
lions  of  the  95th  regiment,  and  by 
the^flre  of  our  artillery.  It  fell  to 
the  lot  of  the  9  2d  reg.  to  lead  this 
attack,  and  they  performed  their 
part  in  the  moll  exemplary  manner, 
and  were  equally  well  fupported  by 
the  5 2d  and  43d.  The  enemy 
foon  retired  to  an  entrenchment 
which  they  had  formed  in  front  of 
a  camp  on  the  North-fide  of  Kioge, 
and  they  made  a  difpolition  of  their 
cavalry  upon  the  fands  to  charge 
the  9 2d  in  flank,  while  they  fliould 
attack  this  entrenchment.  This 
difpofition  obliged  me  to  move 
Col.  Reden’s  huflars  from  the  right 
to  the  left  flank,  and  to  throw  the 
43d  into  a  fecond  line  j  and  then 
the  9 2d  carried  the  entrenchment 
*  N  4  and 
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and  forced  the  enemy  to  retreat  in¬ 
to  the  town  in  diforder.  They 
were  followed  immediately  in  the 
xnoft  gallant  ftyle  by  Col.  Reden 
and  his  buffers,  and  by  the  ift  bat¬ 
talion  of  the  95th  regiment,  and 
afterwards  by  the  whole  of  the  in¬ 
fantry  of  my  corps.  Upon  crofting 
the  rivulet,  we  found  Gen.  Lin- 
fengen’s  corps  upon  our  right  flank, 
and  the  whole  joined  in  purfuit  of 
the  enemy.  Major-gen.  Ozhoken, 
the  fecond  in  command,  who  had 
joined  the  army  with  four  battalions 
laft  night  from  the  Southern  Ifland, 
attempted  to  (land  in  the  village  of 
Herfolge,  but  he  was  attacked 
brifkly  by  the  huffars,  with  de¬ 
tachments  of  which  were  Capt. 
Rlaquiere  and  Capt.  Cotton,  of  the 
Staff,  and  by  a  fmall  detachment  of 
the  1  ft  of  the  95th;  and  he  was 
compelled  to  furrender  with  Count 
Wedel  Jarfburg,  feveral  other  of¬ 
ficers,  and  400  men.  The  lofs  of 
the  enemy  has  been  very  great  ; 
many  have  fallen,  and  there  are 
nearly  60  officers,  and  1100  men 
prifoners.  In  their  flight  they 
have  thrown  away  their  arms  and 
cloathing,  and  many  ftands  of  the 
former  have  fallen  into  our  hands. 
I  believe  that  we  have  taken  ten 
pieces  of  cannon ;  but  I  have  not 
yet  received  all  the  reports  from  the 
detachments  employed  in  the  pur- 
fuit  of  the  enemy.  I  have  not 
feen  Gen.  Linfengen,  as  he  is  ft  ill 
out  with  his  huffars,  but  I  under- 
ftand  that  the  enemy  had  deftroyed 
the  bridges  at  Little  Salbye,  which 
was  the  caufe  of  the  delay  of  his 
operations  upon  their  flank.  I 
cannot  clofe  this  letter  without  ex- 
preffing  to  your  Lordfhip  my  fenfe 
•f  the  good  conduct  of  the  troops ; 
til  conduced  thcmfelves  with  the 


utmoft  fteadinefs ;  but  I  cannot 
avoid  to  mention  particularly  the 
92d  regiment,  under  the  command 
of  Lieut-col.  Napier  ;  the  ift  bat¬ 
talion  95th  regiment,  under  the 
command  of  Lieut. -col.  Beckwith  ; 
the  Britifn  artillery,  under  the 
command  of  Capt.  Newhoufe  ;  the 
Hanoverian  huffars,  under  Col. 
Reden  ;  and  the  Hanoverian  light 
artillery,  under  Capt.  Sympter,  as 
corps  that  had  particular  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  diftinguifhing  them- 
felves  ;  I  am  alfo  much  obliged  to 
Gen.  Linfengen  and  to  Brig. -gen. 
Stewart,  for  the  affiflance  I  re¬ 
ceived  from  them  in  the  forma¬ 
tion  and  execution  of  the  plan 
by  which  the  enemy  have  been 
defeated.  The  officers  of  the  Staff 
have  alfo  rendered  me  much  affift- 
ance  ;  and  I  muft  particularly  men¬ 
tion  Capt.  Blaquiere  and  Capt. 
Campbell.  I  have  the  honour  to 
be,  &c.  Arthur  Wellesley. 
Lieut, -gen.  Lord Cathcart ,  K.  T,  Life, 

P.  S.  We  have  taken  a  large 
ftore  of  powder  and  other  mili¬ 
tary  (lores  in  this  town,  which  I 
propofe  to  deftroy,  if  I  fhould  not 
be  able  to  prevail  upon  the  captain 
of  one  of  his  majefty’s  (hips  to  take 
charge  of  them. 

[The  remainder  of  the  fupple- 
mentary  gazette  confifts  of  the  let¬ 
ter  of  major-gen.  Linfengen,  in 
which  he  beftows  the  higheft  p  raffs 
on  the  different  regiments  under  his 
command,  who  had  topafs  through 
a  country  much  interfered  with 
high  banks  and  ditches,  to  join  Sir 
A.  Wellefley  ;  they  had  feveral 
fkirmifhes  with  the  Danes,  before 
the  junftion,  in  which  the  latter 
were  always  defeated. — There  are 
alfo  the  letters  which  form  the 
correfpondence  between  Lord  Cath¬ 
cart 
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cart  and  Gen.  Peymaun,  previous 
to  the  capitulation,  and  the  fub- 
ftance  of  which  we  have  juft  dated.  J 


London  Gazette,  Nov.  i. 

Supplement  to  Saturday’s 
Gazette,  Oct.  31. 

ExtraB  of  a  Difpatch ,  of  whit  h  the 
following  is  an  Extra B^  has  been 
received  from  Lieut.  General  the 
Eight  Hon,  Lord  Cathcart ,  K.T. 
addreffed  to  Lord  Vifcount  Caf- 
tlereagh,  dated  on  hoard  the 
Africaine ,  OB.  2 1 . 

As  no  fort  of  infraction  of  the 
capitulation  had  been  made  by  the 
Danes,  who,  on  the  contrary, 
added  moft  honourably  in  the  ft  rift 
and  literal  fulfilment  of  their  en¬ 
gagement  ;  with  a  view  to  the 
fulfilment  of  the  articles  of  the 
capitulation  on  our  part,  it  was  de¬ 
cided  to  commence  the  embarka¬ 
tion  of  the  army  on  Tuefday  the 
13th  inftant. — Accordingly,  on 
that  day,  the  eight  battalions  of 
the  line  of  the  king’s  German  Le¬ 
gion  were  embarked  in  the  arfenal; 
and,  on  the  14th,  the  two  light 
battalions  of  the  king’s  German 
Legion,  together  with  Brig. -Ge¬ 
neral  Macfarlane’s  brigade,  viz. 
the  yth  and  8th  regiments  of  Bri- 
tifn,  which  embarked  in  the  fame 
Blips  which  brought  them  from 
Hull.  Thefe  corps,  with  the  de¬ 
pot  and  garrifon  company  of  the 
legion,  and  the  tick  and  wounded 
of  the  army,  completely  occupied 
all  the  troop  Blips,  whether  for 
home  or  foreign  fervices  which  had 
not  been  appropriated  to  the  con¬ 
veyance  of  naval  ftores. — Thefe 
Blips  having  been  removed  to  the 
road,  were  replaced  by  the  horfe- 
Ihips. — On  the  fame  day  the  ad¬ 


vanced  pofts  were  withdrawn  from 
Kolhaven,  Werdenberg,  Coriber 
Kallenberg,  Frederick fberg,  Herf- 
holm,  and  adjacents,  and  proceed¬ 
ing  through  a  Chain  of  cavalry 
pofts,  reached  the  environs  of  Co¬ 
penhagen  in/three  marches. 

The  embarkation  of  the  royal 
artillery,  with  the  field  and  bat¬ 
tering  ordnance,  having  been  gra. 
dually  carried  on  from  the  Kalk 
Brauderie,  that  of  the  cavalry  and 
foreign  artillery  in  the  dock-yard, 
and  that  of  the  Britifh  regiments 
from  the  citadel  to  the  men  of  war, 
there  remained  on  ftiore,  on  Sun¬ 
day  afternoon,  the  1 8 th  inftant, 
only  the  brigade  of  guards,  who 
moved  on  that  day  from  the  palace 
of  Fredericklberg,  to  the  ftrand 
near  Hellerup,  with  one  brigade 
of  Britifti  light  artillery,  the  flank 
companies  of  the  3 2d  and  50th, 
with  the  8 2d,  under  Major-Gene¬ 
ral  Spencer,  in  the  arfenal ;  and 
the  4th  regiment,  with  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  royal  artillery  in  the  cita¬ 
del,  under  Lieutenant-colonel 
Wynch,  who  added  as  lieutenant- 
governor,  the  4th,  or  King’s  own 
regiment  having  been  in  garrifon 
there  the  whole  time. — Lieuten¬ 
ant-general  Sir  G.  Ludlow  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  command  the  rear¬ 
guard  of  the  army.— -In  the  even¬ 
ing  of  the  1 8  th  inft.  a  gale  of 
wind  came  on,  which  lafted  twen¬ 
ty-four  hours,  and  rendered  further 
embarkation  impoflible,  and  any 
communication  from  the  ftiore  with 
the  (hips  very  difficult. — As  foon 
as  it  became  evident  that  the  eva¬ 
cuation  of  the  ifland,  on  the  19th, 
was  impracticable,  a  correfpond- 
ence  took  place  between  the  Bri« 
tifti  and  Danifh  head-quarters,  the 
refult  of  which  left  no  reafon  to 
apprehend  that  hoftiiities  would 
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re- commence  on  either  fide  at  the 
expiration  of  the  term,  although 
the  Danifh  general  protefted  in 
ilrong  terms  againft  our  retaining 
the  citadel,  which,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  was  not  judged  expedient 
to  evacuate. — On  the  20th,  the 
morning  was  calm,  and,  as  foon  as 
it  was  light,  the  drums  of  all  his 
ma  jetty's  regiment  on  fliore  beat 
the  generale  ;  and  the  dock-yard, 
snd  harbour  being  entirely  cleared 
©f  tranfports  and  Britilh  vefifels, 
the  corps  commanded  by  Major- 
general  Spencer  rowed  out  of  the 
arfenal,  under  the  guns  of  the 
citadel,  and  proceeded  along  the 
Ihore  to  Heilerup,  to  be  in  readi- 
Bofs  to  reinforce  the  guards.  His. 
raaj;efty's  fleop  Rofamond  having 
been  alfo  towed  out  of  the  harbour, 
and  the  King's  fhips  within  reach 
of  the  Three  Crown  battery  hav¬ 
ing  got  under  weigh,  the  4th  re¬ 
giment  marched  out  of  the  citadel, 
and  proceeded  to  join  the  guards, 
covered  by  its  own  flank  com¬ 
panies,  and  by  a  piquet  of  the 
guards." — His  lordfhip  proceeds 
to  date, — that  no  troops  of  the 
enemy  appeared,  and  that  the’re 
was  no  concourfe  of  inhabitants. 
People  of  all  ranks  in  the  city,  in 
the  villages,  and  on  the  public 
road  were  extremely  civil.  Had 
any  difturbance  been  intended,  or 
had  any  been  accidentally  excited, 
the  embarkation  would  have  been 
equally  fecure  from  infult,  the 
place  fele&ed  being  open  and  level, 
and  out  of  the  range  of  fire  from 
die  crown  battery  or  citadel,  but 
commanded  by  his  majefty’s  light 
Slips  of  war. — The  brow,  or  flage 
itfelf,  from  which  the  troops,  em¬ 
barked,  was  judicioufly  and  in- 
genioufly  contrived  by  Sir  Home 
Popham,  to  anfwer  equally  the 
parpofes  of  embarkation  and  de¬ 


fence. —  A  fmall  veflel,  a  praam, 
and  a  floating  battery,  were  fatten¬ 
ed  fuccettivelv  to  each  other  on  the 
beach  ;  the  flrft  two  being  planked 
over,  and  the  laft  beyond  them 
having  feverai  guns  of  large  calibre 
prepared  for  aftion  in  an  oblique 
direction,  and  manned  by  feamen. 
—-The  flat-boats  drew  up  on  the 
two  fldes  of  the  praam,  and  the 
gun-boats,  which  alio  received 
troops,  were  placed  behind  the 
floating  battery,  fo  that,  as  foon 
as  the  brigade  of  artillery  was  em¬ 
barked,  the  troops  marched  to  their 
boats,  and  the  whole  put  off  to 
their  refpeTive  fhips  ;  after  which 
the  floating  battery  and  praam 
were  deftroyed. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  Gam - 
biery  to  the  Hon*  IV,  VC  Pole,  dated 
071  board  hit  Majefty’s  Ship  the 
Prince  of  Wales  y  off  Copenhagen , 
the  20 th  Qdiobery  1807. 

S(  Sir, 

sc  I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint 
you,  for  the  information  of  the 
lords  commifiioners  of  the  Admiral¬ 
ty,  that  the  whole  of  the  Danifli 
fleet  being  equipped  (except  two 
unferviceable  lhips  of  the  line,  and 
two  frigates,  which  have  been  de¬ 
ftroyed),  and  the  arfenal  cleared 
of  the  ftores,  the  army  has  been 
re-embarked  ;  and  that  I  fhall  pro¬ 
ceed  with  the  firtt  favourable  wind 
to  carry  into  execution  the  inftruc- 
tions  I  have  received  from  tjie  Lord 
Vifcount  Caftlereagh.  Having  fo 
far  accomplifhed  the  fervice  on 
which  I  have  been  employed,  I 
feel  it  my  duty  to  ftate  the  great 
activity,  energy,  and  zeal  which 
have  been  fhewn  by  Vice-Admiral 
Stanhope  and  Rear-Admiral  Sir 
Samuel  Hood,  in  fuperintending 
the  equipment  of  the  Danifh  fhips. 
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and  the  embarkation  of  the  (lores 
from  the  arfenal ;  nor  has  the  fame 
fpirit  been  lefs  manifeft  ih  the  cap¬ 
tains,  officers,  feamen,  and  ma¬ 
rines,  who  have  all  executed  their 
refpedive  parts  in  the  general  ex. 
ertion  with  a  promptitude  and  al¬ 
acrity,  which  have  not  only  en¬ 
titled  them  to  my  warmed  thanks 
and  praife,  but  will,  I  doubt  not, 
when  the  aggregate  refult  of  their 
labour  is  confidered,  obtain  for 
them  the  approbation  of  their  fo- 
vereign,  and  the  applaufe  of  the 

nation. - In  the  fpace  of  fix 

weeks,  fixteen  fail  of  the  line,  nine 
frigates,  fourteen  fioops  of  war, 
and  fmaller  veflels,  befide  gun¬ 
boats,  have  been  fitted  for  fea,  and 
all  the  large  fhips  laden  with  mails, 
fpars,  timber,  and  other  (lores, 
from  the  arfenal,  from  whence  alfo 
92  cargoes  have  been  fhipped  on 
board  tranfports,  and  other  veflels 
chartered  for  the  purpofe,  the  fum 
of  whofe  burthen  exceeds  20,000 
tons.  A  confiderable  number  of 
mads  and  fpars  have  been  put  on 
board  the  Leyden  and  Inflexible, 
which  were  well  adapted  for  this 
purpofe,  and  feme  valuable  Ilores 
on  board  his  majefty’s  fhips ;  nor 
can  I  forbear  to  remark,  that  fuch 
was  the  emulation  among  the  fe- 
veral  fhips  of  the  fleet  to  which  the 
Danifh  fhips  were  refpeflively  at¬ 
tached  for  equipment,  that  within 
nine  days  14  fail  of  the  line  were 
brought  out  of  the  harbour,  al¬ 
though  feveral  of  them  underwent, 
in  our  hands,  confiderable  repairs. 
Of  the  three  fhips  on  the  flocks, 
two  have  been  taken  to  pieces,  and 
the  ufeful  part  of  their  timber 
brought  away  ;  and  the  third,  be¬ 
ing  in  a  confiderable  (late  of  for- 
wardnefs,  was  fawed  in  various 
parts,  and  fuffered  to  fall  over.— 


On  a  review  of  the  whole,  I  think 
it  may  be  aflferted,  without  dero- 
gatingffrom  the  merit  of  any  former 
fervice,  that  chara&eriftic  adlivity 
of  Britifh  officers,  feamen,  and 
marines,  was  never  more  zealoufly 
exerted  than  on  this  occafion  ;  but 
I  m uft  not  omit,  at  the  fame  time, 
to  inform  their  lordlhips,  that  a 
very  confiderable  proportion  of  the 
labour  of  the  arfenal  has  been  per¬ 
formed  with  equal  zeal  and  energy 
by  large  working  parties  from  the 
army,  whofe  exertions  entitle  them 
to  the  fame  praife. 

I  beg  leave  to  exprefs  the  great 
fatisfaftion  I  have  felt  from  the 
zealous  and  attentive  fervices  of 
Rear-Admiral  Effington,  to  whom 
the  general  fuperintendance  of  the 
numerous  tranfports,  and  the  re¬ 
embarkation  of  the  army,  with  all 
its  artillery  and  (lores,  had  been 
committed.- — I  embrace  this  op. 
portunity  to  make  a  particular  ac¬ 
knowledgment  of  the  very  able  and 
judicious  difpofitions  which  Rear- 
Admiral  Keats  has  made  from 
time  to  time  of  the  force  under  his 
command,  for  guarding  the  Belt ; 
and  the  vigilant  attention  which 
his  whole  fquadron  have  paid  to 
this  important  branch  of  the  (ervice. 
— Sir  Home  Fopham  has  not  ceafed 
to  manifeft  his  ufual  zeal  and  abili¬ 
ty  in  the  afliftance  he  has  rendered 
me  in  the  various  fervices  of  the 
fleet  ;  and  I  (hould  not  do  juftice 
to  the  diligent  attention  and  ardu¬ 
ous  endeavours  of  Captain  Mac¬ 
kenzie  to  fulfil  the  civil  duties  of 
the  arfenal,  which  were  committed 
to  his  management  and  fuperintend- 
*ince,  if  I  do  not,  on  this  occafion, 
exprefs  my  warm  approbation  of  his 
exertions,  and  I  beg  leave  to  re¬ 
commend  him  to  their  lordftiip’s 
favourable  notice.-— I  have  the 

honour 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1807. 


183  * 

honour  to  tranfmit  herewith  a  Iff! 
of  the  Danifh  (hips  and  vefiels 
\vhich  have  been  brought  away, 
and  of  thofe  deftroyed.  The  ac¬ 
count  of  the  (lores  (hipped  from  the 
arfenal  (hail  alfo  be  fent  as  (oon  as 
the  feveral  returns  can  be  collected 
and  arranged. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

J .  Gambier. 

N.  B.  The  lift  of  the  Danifh 
(hips  found  at  Copenhagen  has  been 
already  pubiifhed.  Two  (hips  of 
the  line  and  two  frigates  have  been 
deftroyed. 


London  Gazette,  Oct.  io. 

A  Letter  from  Copt,  Mundy ,  of  his 
majeftfs  Ship  Hydra ,  addreffedto 
Vice-Admiral  Lord  Collingwood, 
cf  which  the  following  is  a  Copy , 
has  been  tranfmitted  to  the  Hon. 
William  Wellefey  Pole,  by  Rear- 
Admiral  Pur-vis. 

His  Majefly’  s  Ship  Hydra ,  at  Sea , 
Aug.  7. 

((  My  Lord, 

“  I  have  the  honour  to  relate, 
that  I  chafed  three  armed  polaccas 
into  the  harbour  of  Begu,  on  the 
coaft  of  Catalonia,  late  laft  night  ; 
and  having  reconnoitred  this  morn¬ 
ing,  deemed  an  attempt  on  them 
practicable,  although  under  the 
clofe  protection  of  a  battery  and 
tower.  At  fifty  minutes  after  noon 
the  (hip  was  anchored,  with  fprings 
on  the  cable,  at  the  entrance  of 
the  port,  and  began  the  attack  ;  a 
fmart  fire  was  returned  by  the  ene¬ 
my,  which  however  confiderably 
abated  after  fomevvhat  more  than 
an  hour’s  action  ;  on  perceiving 
which,  I  ordered  a  party  of  feamen 
and  marines,  under  the  command  of 
the  fecond  lieutenant  (Mr.  Drury), 


with  Lieutenants  Hayes  and  Peru 
gelly,  of  the  marines,  Mr.  $’in- 
iaifon  (midftiipman),  Mr.  Goddard 
(clerk;  volunteer,  attended  by  Mr. 
Baily,  a  fti  ft  ant- burgeon,  to  lard  on 
the  flank  of  the  enemy,  and  drive 
them  from  their  guns,  keeping  up  a 
heavy  fire  from  the  Hydra,  to  cover 
the  boats  ;  yet,  notwithftanding 
our  endeavours  to  draw  the  parti¬ 
cular  attention  of  the  battery,  the 
detachments  were  boon  expofed  to  a 
crofs  dibcharge  of  language  from  the 
(hipping  and  fort,  as  well  as  muf- 
ketry  from  the  rocks :  unfhaken, 
however,  they  advanced  :  and  hav«* 
ing  mounted  the  cliff,  which  was 
moft  difficult  of  accefs,  they  attack¬ 
ed  the  fort  with  iucii  intrepidity, 
that  the  enemy  did  net  think  pro¬ 
per  to  await  their  clofing,  but 
fpiking  the  gttns,  rufhed  out  on  the 
one  fide,  as  our  brave  fellows  en¬ 
tered  at  the  other.  The  battery 
contained  four  2 6- pounders.  This 
gallant  atchievement  gave  me  an 
opportunity  of  employing  the 
broadfide  folely  on  the  vefleL,  from 
which  a  conftant  fire  was  ftill  kept 
on  our  people  on  fhore.  On  gain¬ 
ing  the  guns,  Mr.  Drury  advanced 
with  the  feamen  and  a  few  marines 
to  the  town,  leaving  Mr.  Hayes 
and  his  party  to  retain  them,  and 
to  occupy  the  heights  that  com¬ 
manded  the  decks  of  the  veffels, 
and  from  which  he  could  annoy  the 
enemy,  who  were  in  great  numbers 
on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  harbour, 
which  is  extremely  narrow.  As 
boon  as  the  town  was  cleared  of  the 
enemy,  the  crews  abandoned  their 
veffels,  but  formed  in  groups  of 
mufquetry  among  the  rocks  and 
bufhes,  firing  on  the  feamen,  who 
had  now  fejzed  the  boats  on  the 
beach,  and  were  boarding  the  po¬ 
laccas,  while  another  party  of  the 
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ntmy  had  gained  a  height  above 
the  marines,  and  kept  them  con. 
tinualhy  engaged,  notwithftanding 
feme  guns  were  kept  playing  on 
them  from  the  Hydra.  At  half 
paft  three,  obferving  Mr.  Drury  in 
full  pofTeffion  of  the  veflels,  I  fent 
the  reft  of  the  boats,  under  Lieut. 
Little,  to  affift  in  towing  them  out, 
and  at  four  had  the  fatisfa&ion  of 
feeing  them  rounding  the  Point, 
when  the  marines  reimbarked  under 
a  heavy  difeharge  of  mufketry,  the 
enemy  having  colleTed  their  whole 
force  to  harafs  the  retreat.  When 
I  review  the  circumftances  attend¬ 
ing  the  debarkation  of  this  handful 
of  men,  and  reflect  on  the  many 
difficulties  they  had  to  furmount  in 
an  attack  on  a  fort  ftrongly  defend¬ 
ed  by  nature,  as  well  as  art,  there 
oppofed  to  more  than  three  times 
their  force  for  two  hours,  fucceed- 
ing  in  pofiefting  themfelves  of  the 
veflels,  and  deliberately  laying  out 
hawfers  to  the  very  rocks  that 
were  occupied  by  the  enemy,  and 
warping  them  out  againft  a  frefti 
breeze,  expofed  to  a  galling  fire  of 
mufketry,  I  feel  perfectly  incapa¬ 
ble  of  writing  a  panegyrick  equal  to 
their  merits ;  but  it  has  not  re¬ 
quired  the  exploit  to  ftamp  thefe 
officers  with  the  chara&er  of  cool 
judgment  and  determined  bravery. 
During  the  term  of  four  years  I 
have  witnefled  frequent  inftances  of 
the  gallantry  ofLieuts.  Drury  and 
Hayes ;  and  Lieut.  Pengelly 
(though  not  of  fo  long  a  Handing  in 
the  Hydra)  has  ever  been  a  volun¬ 
teer  on  fuch  fervices.  I  have  alfo 
the  greateft  pleafure  in  adding, 
that  the  above-mentioned  officers 
fpeak  in  enthufiaftic  terms  of  the 
behaviour  of  all  employed  under 
them  :  to  your  Lordfhip’s  notice 
an^  protection,  therefore,  I  beg 


iroft  ftrongly  to  recommend  them* 
The  conduct  of  the  reft  of  the  of¬ 
ficers  and  (hip's  company  fully 
equalled  my  utmoft  wifties  ;  to  the 
tremendous  fire  they  kept  up,  I  at¬ 
tribute  the  fmallnefs  of  our  lofs  and 
damage,  namely,  one  killed  and 
two  wounded  on-board,  and  four 
wounded  of  the  detachment :  the 
fore  and  mi zen- top- malts  and  fore- 
top-fail-yard  Ihot  through,  a  few 
in  the  hull,  aifd  the  rigging  trifling- 
ly  cut,  is  all  the  damage.  To  Mr. 
IVPKenfie,  the  firft  lieutenant,  who 
has  ferved  with  me  the  whole  of 
the  war,  I  feel  much  indebted  for 
his  afiiftance  throughout  this  little 
enterprife.  A  defeription  of  the 
captured  veflels,  and  the  names  of 
the  killed  and  wounded,  I  inclofe, 
for  your  lordftiip’s  information. 
The  Prince  Eugene  and  Caroline 
were  returning  to  Marfeilles. 

I  am,  &c. 

G.  Mundt. 

Vejfels  captured.  Polacca  fhip 
Prince  Eugene,  of  1 6  guns  (pierced 
for  20)  and  130  men. — Polacca 
brig  La  Belle  Caroline,  of  10  guns 
(pierced  for  14)  and  40  men.— 
Polacca  brig  El  Carmen  de  Rofaria, 
of  4  guns  (pierced  for  10)  and  20 
men. 

H.  Brown,  feamen,  killed.  Mr. 
Goddard,  clerk;  Serjeant  Bufh, 
and  C.  Simpfon,  feamen,  (lightly 
wounded.  Jeremiah  M‘Carthy, 
J.  Sullivan,  feamen,  and  G.  Salis¬ 
bury,  marine,  feverely  wounded. 


London  Gazette  Extraordi¬ 
nary,  dec.  22. 

FOREIGN. OFFICE,  DEC.  iq. 

A  Difpatch ,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  Copy ,  has  been  this  Day  re. 
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ceiled  from  Lord  Vifconnt  Strang - 
ford,  his  Majefty's  Minijier  Pleni¬ 
potentiary  at  the  Court  of  Li/bon, 
by  the  Right  Hon.  George  Can¬ 
ning ,  his  Majejly’s  Principal  Se¬ 
cretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

His  Majefy*s  Ship  Hibernia , 
off  the  Tagus y  November 
29,  1807. 

“  Sir,  # 

(l  I  have  the  honour  of  announc¬ 
ing  to  you,  that  the  Prince  Regent 
of  Portugal  has  effected  the  wife 
and  magnanimous  purpofe  of  re¬ 
tiring  from  a  kingdom  which  he 
could  no  longer  retain,  except  as 
the  vaffal  of  France  ;  and  that  his 
royal  highnefs  and  family,  accom¬ 
panied  by  mod  of  his  ihips  of  war, 
and  by  a  multitude  of  his  faithful 
fubje&s  and  adherents,  have  this 
day  departed  from  Lilhon,  and  are 
now  on  their  way  to  the  Brazils, 
under  the  efcort  of  a  Britifh  fleets 
This  grand  and  memorable  event 
is  not  to  be  attributed  only  to  the 
fudden  alarm  excited  by  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  French  army  within 
the  frontiers  of  Portugal :  it  has 
been  the  genuine  refult  of  the  fyf. 
tem  of  perfevering  confidence  and 
moderation  adopted  by  his  Ma~ 
jelly  towards  that  country  ;  for 
the  ultimate  fuccefs  of  which  I 
had  in  a  manner  rendered  myfeif 
refponfible  ;  and  which,  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  your  infir  unions,  I  had 
uniformly  continued  to  fupport, 
even  under  appearances  of  the  molt 
difcouraging  nature. 

I  had  frequently  and  diflindly 
dated  to  the  cabinet  of  Lifhon, 
that  in  agreeing  not  to  refent  the 
exclufion  of  Britifh  commerce  from 
the  ports  of  Portugal,  his  Ma¬ 
jefly  had  exhaufled  the  means  of 


forbearance  ;  that  in  making  that: 
conceffton  to  the  peculiar  circum- 
flances  of  the  Prince  Regent's 
fituation,  his  Majcfty  had  done 
all  that  friendfliip^nd  remembrance 
of  ancient  alliance  could  juftly 
require ;  but  that  a  fmgle  flep  be¬ 
yond  the  line  of  modified  hoflility, 
thus  mofl  relufrantly  confented  to, 
muft  neceffarily  lead  to  the  extre¬ 
mity  of  a£lual  war. 

The  Prince  Regent,  however, 
fuffered  himfelf  for  a  moment  to 
forget  that,  in  the  prefent  date  of 
Europe,  no  country  could  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  be  an  enemy  to  Eng¬ 
land  with  impunity,  and  that  how¬ 
ever  much  his  Majefly  might  be 
difpofed  to  make  allowance  for  the 
deficiency  of  the  means  poffeffed 
by  Portugal  of  refinance  to  the 
power  of  France,  neither  his  own 
dignity,  nor  the  interefls  of  his 
people,  would  permit  his  Majefly 
to  accept  that  excufe  for  a  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  full  extent  of  her 
unprincipled  demands.  On  the  8th 
inft.  his  royal  highnefs  was  in¬ 
duced  to  fign  an  order  for  the  de¬ 
tention  of  the  few  Britifh  fubjedls, 
and  of  the  inconfiderable  portion 
of  Britifh  property  which  yet  re¬ 
mained  at  LifDOn.  On  the  publi¬ 
cation  of  this  order  I  caufed  the 
arms  of  England  to  be  removed 
from  the  gates  of  my  refidence, 
demanded  my  paffports,  prefen  ted 
a  final  remonftrance  againft  the  re¬ 
cent  conduct  of  the  court  of  Lif- 
bon,  and  proceeded  to  the  fqua- 
dron  commanded  by  Sir  Sidney 
Smith,  which  arrived  off  the  coaft 
of  Portugal  fome  days  after  I  had 
received  my  pafsports,  and  which 
I  joined  on  the  17th  inflant* 

I  immediately  fuggefled  to  Sir 
Sidney  Smith  the  expediency  of 
eflablifiiing  the  mofl  rigorous 

blockade 
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blockade  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ta¬ 
gus  ;  and  I  had  the  high  fatisfac- 
tion  of  afterwards  finding,  that  I 
had  thus  anticipated  the  intentions 
of  his  Majefty ;  your  difpatches 
{which  I  received  by  the  meflenger 
Sylvefter  on  the  23d)  direding  me 
to  authorize  that  meafure,  in  cafe 
the  Portuguefe  government  fliould 
pafs  the  bounds  which  his  Majefty 
had  thought  fit  to  fet  to  his  for¬ 
bearance,  and  attempt  to  take  any 
farther  ftep  injurious  to  the  honour 
or  interefts  of  Great  Britain. 

Thofe  difpatches  were  drawn  up 
under  the  idea  that  I  was  ftill  refi- 
dent  at  Lifbon,  and  though  I  did 
not  receive  them  until  I  had  ac¬ 
tually  taken  my  departure  from 
that  court,  ftill,  upon  a  careful 
confideration  of  the  tenor  of  your 
inftrudions,  I  thought  that  it 
would  be  right  to  ad  as  if  that 
cafe  had  not  occurred.  I  refolved, 
therefore,  to  proceed  forthwith  to 
afcertain  the  effed  produced  by 
the  blockade  of  Lifbon,  and  to 
propofe  to  the  Portuguefe  govern¬ 
ment,  as  the  only  condition  upon 
which  that  blockade  could  ceafe, 
the  alternative  (ftated  by  you)  ei¬ 
ther  of  furrendering  the  fleet  to 
his  Majefty,  or  of  immediately 
employing  it  to  remove  the  Prince 
Regent  and  his  family  to  the  Bra¬ 
zils.  I  took  upon  myfelf  this  re- 
fponfibility  in  renewing  negocia- 
lions  after  my  public  fundions  had 
adually  ceafed ;  convinced  that, 
although  it  was  the  fixed  determi¬ 
nation  of  his  Majefty  not  to  fuffer 
the  fleet  of  Portugal  to  fall  into 
the  pofleflion  of  his  enemies,  ftill 
his  Majefty’s  firft  objed  continued 
to  be  the  application  of  that  fleet 
to  the  original  purpofe,  of  faving 
the  royal  family  of  Bragaoza  from 
the  tyranny  of  France, 


I  accordingly  requefted  an  au¬ 
dience  of  the  Prince  Regent,  to¬ 
gether  with  due  aflurances  of  pro* 
tedion  and  fecurity  ;  and  upon  re¬ 
ceiving  his  royal  highnefs’s  anfwer, 

I  proceeded  to  Lifbon  on  the  27th, 
in  his  Majefty's  fhip  Confiance, 
bearing  a  flag  of  truce.  I  had  im¬ 
mediately  moft  interefting  com¬ 
munications  with  the  court  of  Lif¬ 
bon,  the  particulars  of  which  (hall 
be  more  fully  detailed  in  a  future 
difpatch.  It  fuffices  to  mention 
in  this  place,  that  the  Prince  Re¬ 
gent  wifely  direded  all  his  appre- 
henfions  to  a  French  army,  and  all 
his  hopes  to  an  Englifh  fleet ;  that 
he  received  the  moft  explicit  aft. 
furances  from  me  that  his  Majefty 
would  generoufly  overlook  thofe 
ads  of  unwilling  and  momentary 
hoftility  to  which  his  Royal  High- 
nefs's  confent  had  been  extorted  ; 
and  that  I  promifed  to  his  Royal 
Highnefs,  on  the  faith  of  my 
fovereign,  that  the  Britifh  fqua- 
dron  before  the  Tagus  fhould  be 
employed  to  proted  l)is  retreat 
from  Lifbon,  and  is  voyage  to 
the  Brazils. 

A  decree  was  publifhed  yefter- 
day,  in  which  the  Prince  Regent 
announced  his  intention  of  retiring' 
to  the  city  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  un¬ 
til  the  conclufion  of  a  general 
peace,  and  of  appointing  a  regency 
to  tranfad  the  adminiftration  of 
government  at  Lifbon,  during  ftiis 
royal  highnefs’s  abfence  from 
Europe. 

This  morning  the  Portuguefe 
fleet  left  the  Tagus.  I  had  the 
honour  to  accompany  the  Prince 
in  his  pafiage  over  the  bar.  The 
fleet  confifted  of  eight  fail  of  the 
line,  four  large  frigates,  feveral 
armed  brigs,  floops,  and  corvettes^ 
and  a,  number  of  Brazil  lhips, 

amounting; 
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amounting,  I  believe,  to  about 
thirty-fix  fail  in  all.  They  paf- 
fed  through  the  Britifh  fquadron, 
and  his  Majefty’s  fnips  fired  a 
falute  of  twenty-one  guns,  which 
was  returned  with  an  equal  num¬ 
ber.  A  more  interefting  fpetdacle 
than  that  afforded  by  the  junction 
of  the  two  fleets  has  been  rarely- 
beheld. 

On  quitting  the  Prince  Regent's 
fhip,  I  repaired  on  board  the  Hi¬ 
bernia,  but  returned  immediately, 
accompanied  by  Sir  Sidney  Smith, 
whom  I  prefen  ted  to  the  Prince, 
and  who  was  received  by  his  royal 
highnefs  with  the  moft  marked  and 
gracious  condefcenfion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclofe 
lifts*  of  the  fhips  of  war  which 
were  known  to  have  left  Lifbon 
this  morning,  and  which  were  in 
fight  a  few  hours  ago.  There  re¬ 
mains  at  Lifbon  four  fnips  of  the 
line,  and  the  fame  number  of  fri¬ 
gates,  but  only  one  of  each  fort  is 
ferviceable. 

I  have  thought  it  expedient  to 
lofe  no  time  in  communicating  to 
his  Majefty’s  government  the  im¬ 
portant  intelligence  contained  in 
this  difpatch.  I  have  therefore  to 
apologize  for  the  hafty  and  imper- 
fcH  manner  in  which  it  is  written. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec. 

St  rang  ford.’* 

Admiralty-Office,  Dec.  21. 

Difpatches  of  wh'ch  the  fallowing 
are  Extracts  and  Copiesy  were 
recti-ved  at  this  Office  on  Saturday 
lafly  by  Captain  Yeof  of  his  Ma - 
j (fly's  Sloop  the  Confance ,  from 
Rear-Admiral  Sir  William  Sidney 


Smithy  addreffied  to  the  Hen, 
William  Wellefley  Role, 

His  ’Majefly3 s  Ship  Hibernia , 
22  Leagues  wef  of  the 
Tagusy  Dec.  1,  3  Soy, 

(C  Sir, 

t(  In  a  former  difpatch,  dated 
the  2 2d  November,  with  a  poft. 
fcript  of  the  26th,  I  conveyed  to 
you,  for  the  information  of  my 
lords  commiflioners  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty,  the  proofs  contained  in  va¬ 
rious  documents  of  the  Portuguefe 
government  being  fo  miach  in¬ 
fluenced  by  terror  of  the  French 
arms,  as  to  have  acquiefced  to 
certain  demands  of  France  operat¬ 
ing  againft  Great  Britain.  The 
diftribution  of  the  Portuguefe 
force  was  made  '  wholly  on  the 
eoaft,  whilft  the  land  fide  was  left 
totally  unguarded.  Britifh  fub- 
je&s  of  all  dcfcriptions  were  de¬ 
tained  ;  and  it  therefore  became 
neceflary  to  inform  the  Portuguefe 
government,  that  the  cafe  had 
arifen  which  required,  in  obedi- 
dience  to  my  inftruHions,  that  I 
fhould  declare  the  Tagus  in  a  ftate 
of  blockade  ;  and  Lord  Strangford 
agreeing  with  me  that  hoftility 
fhould  be  met  by  hoftility,  the 
blockade  was  inftituted,  and  the 
inftrudions  we  had  received  were 
a<fted  upon  to  their  full  extent; 
ftill,  however,  bearing  in  recol¬ 
lection  the  firft:  objeCt  adapted  by 
his  Majefty’s  government,  of  open¬ 
ing  a  refuge  for  the  head  of  the 
Portuguefe  government,  menaced  as 
it  was  by  the  powerful  arm,  and 
baneful  influence  of  the  enemy,  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  adopt  the 
means  open  to  us,  of  endeavouring 


*  See  Rear-Admiral  Sir  Sidney  Smith’#  difpatches. 


to 


I 


APPENDIX  To  the  CHRONICLE.  *  i§3 


to  induce  the  Prince  Regent  of 
Portugal  to  reconfider  his  decifton 
((  to  unite  himfelf  with  the  conti¬ 
nent  of  Europe/*  and  to  recoiled 
that  he  had  poffeffions  On  that  of 
America,  affording  an  ample  ba¬ 
lance  for  any  facrifice  he  might 
make  here,  arid  from  which  he 
would  be  cut  off  by  the  nature  of 
maritime  warfare,  the  termination 
of  which  could  not  be  didated  by 
the  combination  of  the  continental 
powers  of  Europe# 

In  this  view,  Lord  Strangford 
having  received  an  acquiefcence  to 
the  proportion  which  had  been 
made  by  us,  for  his  lordfhip  to 
land  and  confer  with  the  Prince 
Regent  under  the  guarantee  of  a 
flag  of  truce.  I  furnifhed  his 
lordfhip  with  that  conveyance  and 
fecurity,  in  order  that  he  might 
give  lo  the  prince  that  confidence 
which  his  word  of  honour  as  the 
king’s  ipinifter  plenipotentiary, 
united  with  that  of  a  Britifh  ad¬ 
miral,  could  not  fail  to  infpire 
towards  inducing  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  to  throw  himfelf  and  his  fleet 
into  the  arms  of  Great  Britain,  in 
perfect  reliance  on  the  king’s  over- 
looking  a  forced  ad  of  apparent 
hoftility  againft  his  flag  and  fub- 
jeds,  and  eftablifhing  his  Royal 
Highnefs’s  government  in  his  ultra- 
marine  poffeffions  as  originally  pro- 
mifed.  I  have  now  the  heartfelt 
fatisfadion  of  announcing  to  you, 
that  out  hopes  and  expedations 
have  been  realized  to  the  utmoft 
extent.  On  the  morning  of  the 
29th,  the  Portuguefe  fleet  (as  per 
lift  annexed)  came,  out  of  the  Ta¬ 
gus  with  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Prince  of  Brazil  and  the  whole  of 
the  royal  family  of  Braganza  on 
board,  together  with  many  of  hi$ 
faithful  counfellors  and  adherents, 

Vol,  XLIX,  or  Vol.  VII.  New 


as  well  as  other  perfons  attached  to 
his  prefent  fortunes. 

This  fleet  of  eight  fail  of  the 
line,  four  frigates,  two  brigs,  and 
one  fchooner,  with  a  crowd  of 
large  armed  merchant  fhips,  ar¬ 
ranged  itfel.f  under  the  pro  ted  ion 
of  that  of  his  Majeftyj  while  the 
firing  of  a  reciprocal  falute  of 
twenty-one  guns  announced  the 
friendly  meeting  of  thofe  who  but 
the  day  before  were  on  terms  of 
hoftility ;  the  fcene  imprefling  every 
beholder  (except  the  French  army 
on  the  hills)  with  the  moft  lively 
emotions  of  gratitude  to  Provi¬ 
dence,  that  there  yet  exifted  a 
power  in  the  world  able,  as  well 
as  willing,  to  proted  the  op- 
preffed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  8c- c. 

W.  S.  Smith 

0 

Lift  of  the  Portuguefe  Fleet  that  came 

out  of  the  Tagus  on  the  ztyth  of 

November 3  1807* 

Principe  Reale>  of  84  guns  5 
Rainha  de  Portugal,  of  74  guns  ; 
Conde  Heririque,  of  74  guns ; 
Medusa,  of  74  guns  ;  AffonZo 
d’ Albuquerque,  of  64  guns  ;  Ds 
joao  de  Caftro,  of  64  guns ;  Prin¬ 
cipe  de  Brazil,  of  74  guns ;  Mar¬ 
tino  de  Freitas,  of  64  guns. 

Frigates. — -Minerva,  of  44  guns ; 
Golfinho,  of  36  guns;  Urania,  of 
32  guns ;  and  one  other,  name  not 
as  yet  known. 

Brigs. — Voador,  of  2 2  guns; 
Vinganea,  of  20  guns ;  Lebre,  of 
22  guns. 

Schooner. — Curioza,  of  12  guny 
(Signed) 

Joaq.  Joze  Mont  TWres* 
Major-General. 

(Copy) 

W,  Sidney  Smith* 

Series.  #Q 
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His  Majejly’ s  fhip  Hibernia , 
2  2  Leagues  nvef  of  the 
Tagus,  Dec ,  I,  1 807. 

Sir, 

ec  In  another  difpatch  of  tins 
day’s  date,  I  have  transmitted  a 
lift  of  the  Portugnefe  fleet  that 
came  out  of  the  Tagus  on  the 
29th  ultimo,  which  X  received  that 
day  from  the  admiral  commanding 
it,  when  I  went  on  board  the 
Princif  le  Reale  to  pay  my  vifit  of 
refpedl  and  congratulation  to  his 
Royal  Kighnefs  the  Prince  of  Bra¬ 
zil,  who  was  embarked  in  that 
Ihip,  1  hereenclofe  the  lift  of  thofe 
left  behind.  The  abfence  of  but 
one  of  the  four  (flips  is  regretted 
by  the  Portugnefe  (the  Vafco  de 
Gama),  fne  being  under  repair  ; 
her  guns  have  been  employed  to 
arm  the  Freitas,  64,  a  new  fhip, 
and  one  of  thofe  which  came  out 
with  the  prince.  The  other  three 
are  mere  hulks;  and  there  is  alfo 
one  (hip  on  the  ftocks,  the  Prin¬ 
cipe  P^egeme,  but  fne  is  only  in 
frame. 

The  prince  Paid  every  thing  that 
the  mo  ft  cordial  feelings  of  grati¬ 
tude  towards,  and  confidence  in, 
his  Majefty  and  the  Britifti  nation, 
might  be  fuppofed  to  dilate. 

X  have  by  fignal  (for  we  have 
no  other  mode  of  communicating 
in  this  weather)  directed  Captain 
Moore  in  the  Marlborough,  with 
,  the  London,  Monarch,  and  Bed¬ 
ford,  to  ftay  by  the  body  of  the 
Portugnefe  fleet,  and  render  it 
every  affiftance. 

X  keep  in  the  Plibernia  dole  to 
the  Prince’s  fit  ip.  X  cannot  as  yet 
fend  the  Fcudrcyant,  Plantagener, 
and  Conqueror  on  to  Admiral  Pur¬ 
vis,  according  to  their  lordfhips* 
order  of  the  14th,  which,  1  truft, 


will  be  the  lefs  felt  as  an  inconve¬ 
nience  off  Cad’z,  as  they  appear 
to  have  been  ordered  thither  with 
reference  to  the  Ruffians  being 
within  the  Straits,  before  it  was 
known  they  were  on  my  ftation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c* 
W.  Sidney  Smith. 

Lift  of  the  Portuguf  Ships  that  re- 
mained  in  Lijbon. 

S.  Sebaftiano,  of  64  guns — un« 
ferviceable  without  a  thorough  re¬ 
pair. 

Maria  Prima,  of  74  guns— *un- 
ferviceable  ;  ordered  to  be  made 
into  a  floating  battery,  but  not 
yet  fitted. 

Vafco  de  Gama,  of  74  guns— 
under  repair,  and  nearly  ready. 

Princefa  da  Beira,  of  64  gum 
—condemned  ;  ordered  to  be  fitted 
as  a  floating  battery. 

Frigates . 

Fenix,  of  48  guns— in  need  of 
thorough  repair. 

Amazona,  of  44  guns — in  need 
of  ditto. 

Perola,  of  44  guns — in  need  of 
ditto. 

Trltao,  of  40  guns— paft  repair. 

Veney,  of  30  guns — paft  repair. 

(Copy)  W .  Sidney  Smith.* 

Hibernia ,  at  Sea ,  lat.  37.  47’ 
long.  14.  17  Dec.6}  1807 

(C  Sir, 

(i  X  have  the  fatisfadlion  to  ac¬ 
quaint  you,  for  the  information  of 
my  lords  commiffioners  of  the  ad¬ 
miralty,  that  I  fucceeded  in  col¬ 
lecting  the  whole  of  the  Portu- 
guefe  fleet,  except  a  brig,  after 
the  gale,  and  that  the  weather  was 
fuch  as  to  allow  the  neceflary  re¬ 
pairs  and  fuch  diftribution  of  fu- 
pernumeraries  and  refoarces  to  be 

made. 
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Shade,  as  to  enable  Vice-admiral 
Don  Manuel  d’Acunha  Sotto- 
mayor  to  report  to  me  yefterday 
all  the  (hips  capable  of  perform. 
2ng  the  voyage  to  Rio  Janeiro, 
except  one  line  of  battle'  (hip, 
which  he  requefted  might  be  con¬ 
cluded  to  an  Englilh  port.  I  meant 
to  efcort  her  part  of  the  way,  but 
(he  did  not  quit  the  fleet  with  me 
laft  night  as  fettled.  I  hope,  how¬ 
ever,  (he  may  arrive  fate,  as  (he 
is  not  in  a  bad  (late,  being  fubfti- 
tuted  for  the  Martino  de  Freitas, 
which  was  at  firft  deftined  to  go  to 
England,  in  confequence  of  a  frefli 
arrangement  made  yefterday,  on 
the  latter  being  found  in  the  bed 
date  for  the  voyage  of  the  two. 
I  have  detached  Captain  Moore 
in  the  Marlborough,  with  the 
London,  Monarch,  and  Bedford, 
to  attend  the  Portuguefe  fleet  to 
the  Brazils.  I  have  thought  it 
my  duty,  it  addition  to  the  ufual 
order,  to  take  the  above  (hips  un¬ 
der  his  orders,  to  give  Captain 
Moore  one  to  hoift  a  broad  pend¬ 
ant  after  palling  Madeira,  in  or¬ 
der  to  give  him  greater  weight 
and  confequence  in  the  performance 
of  the  important  and  unufually  de¬ 
licate  duties  I  have  confided  to 
him.  I  feel  the  moft  perfect  re¬ 
liance  in  that  officer’s  judgment, 
ability,  and  zeal. 

The  Portuguefe  fhips  did  not, 
after  their  reparation,  want  more 
provifions  or  (lops  from  us  than 
the  lift  enclofed,  which  I  fupplied 
from  this  (hip  and  the  Conqueror. 

This  difpatch  will  be  delivered 
by  Captain  Yeo,  of  his  Ma jelly's 
(loop  Confiance,  who  has  (hewn 
great  addrefs  and  zeal  in  opening 
the  communications  by  flag  of  truce, 
which  it  was  the  intereft  of  thole 
in  power  who  were  againft  the 


meafure  of  emigration,  to  obftrudb 
Lord  Strangford  fpeaks  of  his  con- 
dud  in  terms  of  warm  approba¬ 
tion  ;  on  this  ground  1  beg  leave 
to  recommend  him  to  their  lord- 
(hips,  to  whom  his  general  merits 
as  an  officer  are  already  well  known. 
Having  been  in  Lifbon  without  re- 
ftraint  during  the  intercourfe,  he 
is  qualified  to  anfw'er  any  quef- 
tions  their  lordlhips  may  wi(h  to 
put  to  him. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

W.  Sidney  Smith.” 

MEMORANDUM. 

The  Diana  merchant  veffel,  hav¬ 
ing  on  board  about  fixty  Britifh 
fubjeds,  who  had  been  detained  in 
confequence  of  the  embargo,  came 
out  of  the  Tagus  in  company  with 
the  Portuguefe  fleet,  and  it  is  fup- 
pofed,  that  (he  bore  up  for  Eng¬ 
land  at  the  commencement  of  the 


London  Gazette,  Dec.  22. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  to  Admiral  Youngs 
Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Ma~ 
jcfty ’ s  Ships  and  Veffels  at  Ply¬ 
mouth. 

H.  M.  hired  armed  Brig  Anne9 
Ply  mouth  Sound ,  Dec.  I  6. 

Si  Sir, 

il  In  execution  of  your  order  of 
the  1 4th,  I  have  to  acquaint  you, 
on  the  20th  November,  at  noon, 
being  in  lat.  41.  41.  N.  and  long. 
10.  30.  W.  of  my  falling  in  with 
and  capturing  the  Spanifti  I  igger 
privateer  Vanfigo,  pierced  for  14 
guns,  but  only  fix  4-pounders  and 
onelonghrafs  12-pounder  mounted, 
with  45  men,  out  eight  days  from 
Ferro),  had  not  made  any  captures : 
alfo,  on  my  entering  the  Straits  of 
*  Q  2  Gibraltar, 


196  *  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1807. 


Gibraltar,  on  the  morning  of  the 
24th,  with  a  frelh  breeze  from 
W.  N.  W.  (the  lugger  in  com¬ 
pany),  about  half-pall  9  A.  M. 
falling  little  wind,  the  ifland  of 
Terriffa  N.  E.  by  N.  obferved  ten 
of  the  enemy’s  gun-boats  rowing 
towards  me.  At  ten,  the  head- 
moft  fired  a  (hot,  and  hoifted  a 
red  flag.  Finding  it  impofiible  to 
efcape,  1  ihortened  fail  to  receive 
them.  At  a  quarter  pall  10  the 
three  headmoll  doled,  and  com¬ 
menced  adlion.  At  half. pall  io, 
feven  more  clofing,  the  lugger 
ftruck,  having  hailed  to  inform 
me  Ihe  had  three  men  killed.  At 
1 1  difmafted  one  of  the  enemy  ’s 
gun-boats,  and  two  more  having 
ilruck,  difcontinued  the  action, 
but  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  at¬ 
tempt  to  take  poffcffion,  having 
on  board  42  prifoners,  and  charged 
with  difpatches  (my  compliment 
being  only  39,  nine  of  which  were 
on  board  the  lugger).  At  10  mi¬ 
nutes  pall  1 1  got  the  veflel  round 
by  the  affiftance  of  the  fweeps,  and 
opened  my  fire  on  five  who  had 
taken  poffeffion  of  the  lugger,  and 
again  clofing  on  my  flarboard 
quarter,  with  an  intention  to 
board  ;  but  finding  my  guns  fo 
well  fupplied  with  round  and  grape, 
and  ready  to  receive  them  in  cafe  of 
boarding,  at  one  o’clock  P.  M. 
they  fweeped  out  of  gun-lb ot,  car¬ 
rying  off  my  prize.  I  am  happy 
in  having  the  pleafure  to  add,  that 
although  fix  of  the  largell  were 
within  pillohfhot  for  nearly  one 
hour  and  a  half,  1  have  not  one 
man  hurt.  It  would  be  needlefs 
for  me  to  attempt  to  fay  any 
thing  in  favour  of  Mr.  Olden  the 
mailer,  and  each  of  the  crew,  only 
my  great  fatisfaftion  on  beholding 
the  high  flow  of  fpirits  which  is 


generally  raanifefted  in  the  coun¬ 
tenance  of  every  Britiih  failor,  al¬ 
though  oppofed  to  fo  fuperior  a 
force,  and  their  regret  at  not  being 
able  to  fink  the  two  which  had 
Ilruck. 

I  am,  Sec. 

(Signed)  J.  M’Kenzie.” 

London  Gazette,  Dec.  26. 

Inclofures  to  Sir  A.  Cochrane ,  K.  B. 
Commander  in  Chief  at  the  Lee. 
nvard  If  and s. 

H.  M.  Brig  Superieure  ^  Bar- 
badoes  bearing  IV.  1 2Q 
League s ,  Odi.  17. 

“Sir, 

“  The  unfortunate  death  of 
Capt.  Buller  impofes  the  duty  on 
me  to  inform  you  of  the  capture  of 
the  French  fchooner  privateer  La 
Jopo  PCEil,  after  an  a&ion  of  an 
hour  and  a  quarter  ;  in  the  early 
part  of  which  Capt.  Buller  re¬ 
ceived  a  mulket-ball  through  the 
head,  while  in  the  adl  of  attempt¬ 
ing  to  board,  and  expired  imme¬ 
diately.  His  Majefty’s  brig  Hawke 
was  in  fight  during  the  chace,  and 
joined  an  hour  after  the  adlion  had 
ceafed.  To  the  officers  and  crew 
of  the  Superieure  I  feel  much  in¬ 
debted  for  their  fupport,  particu¬ 
larly  Mr.  Hawkey,  the  mailer, 
and  Mr.  Gummage,  midlhipman. 
La  Jopo  l’CEil  is  a  remarkably  fine 
veffel,  pierced  for  14  guns;  had 
only  fix  18-pounders  mounted, 
and  one  on  a  traverfing  carriage  | 
manned  with  95  men  :  out  thirty- 
two  days  from  Point  a  Petre,  Gua- 
.daloupe,  and  had  not  made  any 
capture.  I  fub join  a  lift  of  killed 
and  wounded. 

J.  G  Bird,  Lieut.’* 

Superieure,  4  killed,  and  8 

„  woundtcL 


V 
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wounded.— La  Jopo  l’CEil,  1 5  kil-  and  about  half  pad  eight  made  all 
led,  and  19  wounded.  fail  in  chace  of  the  packet,  when 

every  exertion  was  made  to  get 
[This  Gazette  alfo  announces  away  from  her :  but  finding  it 

the  following  captures  by  the  vef-  impofiible,  preparations  were  mads 

fels  under  the  command  of  Sir  A.  to  make  the  belt  refiftance  we 

Cochrane  ;  L’Hirondelle  French  could,  and  arrangements  to  fink 

privateer  fchooner,  of  8  guns  and  the  mails  if  neceflary.  At  noon 

84  men ;  the  Dufquefne  French  the  fchooner  got  within  got-fhot, 

privateer  brig,  late  his  Majefty’s  hoifted  French  colours,  and  began 

fchooner  Netly,  of  16  24-pounder  her  fire,  which  was  returned  from 

carronades,  one  long  26-pounder,  the  dern-chace  guns ;  this  was 
four  fwivels,  and  120  men  ;  and  continued  until  fhe  came  near, 
that  dangerous  privateer  the  Alert,  when  we  were  hailed  in  very  op,- 
of  20  guns,  and  140  men,  all  by  probriotis  terms,  and  defired  to 
the  Blonde,  Capt.  V.  V,  Ballard  ;  drike  the  colours.  On  refuiing  to 

_ La  Mara  and  El  Rofario  Spanilb  do  fo  (lie  ran  alongfide,  grappled 

privateers,  by  H.  M.  S.  D’El-  the  packet,  and  attempted  to  boards 
pagne,  Capt.  J.  P.  Stuart -and  which  we  repulfed  by  the  pikes, 
Le  Rhone  French  letter  of  marque,  with  the  lofs  of  8  or  10  men  on  the 
of  6  long  6-pounders  and  26  men,  part  of  the  enemy,  when  the  fchooner 
by  the  Laura,  Lieut.  Rob.  Yetts.  attempted  to  get  clear  by  cutting 

_ _ A  Letter  from  Sir  S.  Smith  dates  the  grapplings,  but  the  main-yard 

the  capture  of  Edrella  de  Node  being  locked  in  her  rigging,  die 
Spanidi  privateer,  of  two  6-pound-  was  prevented.  Great  exertions 
ers  and  3 5  men,  by  the  Solebay  were  continued  on  both  Tides :  and 
frigate,  Capt.  Sproule.— -This  ga-  I  had  occafion  to  dation  a  part  of 
zette  likewife  contains  the  indruc-  the  crew  in  charge  of  the  mails, 
tions  of  his  Majedy,  for  the  de-  to  fhift  them  as  circumdances  re¬ 
tention  and  capture  of  Ruffian  vef-  quired,  or  to  cut  them  away  in 


cafe  of  our  failure.  About  three 
we  got  one  of  our  dx-pounder 
carronades  to  bear  upon  the 
fchooner,  loaded  with  double 
grape,  cannider,  and  ioorrmlket- 


fels.] 


Windfor-Cajlle  Packet,  Car- 
lifle  Bay,  Qdi»  3. 

((  Sir, 


<f  Having,  on  my  paflage  from  balls,  which  was  fired  at  the  mo- 
England  in  the  Windfor  Cadle  ment  the  enemy  was  making  a  fe* 
packet,  with  the  mails  for  Barba-  cond  defperate  attempt  to  board, 
does  and  the  Leeward  idands,  been  and  killed  and  wounded  a  great 
attacked  by  a  French  privateer  number.  Soon  after  this  I  em- 
within  the  limits  of  your  dation,  braced  the  opportunity,  in  turn, 
I  take  the  liberty  of  acquainting  with  5  men,  and  fucceeded  in 
you,  that  wewere  fortunate  enough  driving  the  enemy  from  his  quar¬ 
to  capture  her  after  a  fevere  a&ion,  ters,  and  about  four  o’clock  the 
and  arrived  with  her  fafe  in  this  fchooner  was  completely  in  our 
bay.  She  was  feen  on  the  morn-  pofieflion.  She  is  named  the  Jeune 
ing  of  the  id  of  O&ober,  in  lat.  Richard,  mounting  6  6-pounders, 
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board  at  the  commencement  of  the 
adfciqn  92  men,  of  which  21  were 
found  dead  on  the  decks,  and  33 
wounded.  From  the  very  fupe- 
rior  numbers  of  the  enemy  Fill  re¬ 
maining,  it  was  neceffary  to  ufe 
every  precaution  in  fecuring  the 
pfifoners.  I  was  obliged  to  order 
them  up  from  below  one  by  one, 
and  place  them  in  their  own  irons 
as  they  came  up,  as  three  of  our 
little  crew  were  killed,  and  ten 
feverely  wounded,  the  mizen-maft 
and  main-yard  carried  away,  and 
the  rigging  fore  and  aft  much  da¬ 
maged.  It  is  my  duty  to  mention 
to  you,  Sir,  that  the  crew  of  the 
packet,  amounting  at  frit  to  only 
28  men  and  boys,  fupported  me 
with  the  greateft  gallantry  during 
the  whole  of  this  arduous  conteft. 

F  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

W.  Rogers,  Adding  Captain. ” 


l  he  following  is  a  Tranjlaticn  of  the 
Con-verfation  ‘which po  fed  between 
his  Majefly  the  King  of  Sweden 
and  General  Brune ,  at  Schlatkow , 
on  the  \th  of  June ,  as  publijhedy 
by  command ,  at  Straljund. 

The  original  publication  be- 
ins  thus : — 

As  an  incorrect  article  has  been 
inferted  in  the  Hamburgh  and  Al- 
tpna  papers,  concerning  his  royal 
majefly  *s  conference  with  the 
French  General  Brune,  at  Schlat¬ 
kow,  on  the  4th  of  June,  1807, 
it  fee  ms  now  high  time  to  put  this 
conversation  in  its  true  light. 

When  the  French  general  came 
to  the  king,  he  began,  after  a 
paufe  of  a  few  moments,  by  faying 
— 1  prefect  myfeli  here  in  confe- 
quence  of  your  majefly  Js  com¬ 
mand. 

The  King, — I  have  myfelf 


wilhed  to  fpeak  to  you,  general, 
in  order  to  render  unneceffary  ajl 
further  explanation  on  the  article 
added  to  the  conclnfion  of  the  ar¬ 
miftice  at  Schlatknow,  as  I  wifh 
that  every  thing  fhould  be  clear  and 
diftindi,  fo  that  no  mifconftrudtion 
can  arife.  My  governor-general 
has  already,  in  confequence  of  my 
order,  told  you  in  his  letter  of  the 
14th  of  May,  that  I  do  not  ac¬ 
knowledge  any  other  agreements, 
except  thofe  eftablilhed  in  the  ar¬ 
miftice  itfelf- — and  I  now  repeat  to 
you,  that  that  is  the  only  add  I 
look  upon  as  binding. 

The  General.— oes  your  ma¬ 
le  fly  permit  me  to  fpeak,  or  is  it 
your  majefty’s  pleafure  to  explain 
your  thoughts  yourfelf  on  the 
fijbjedd  ? 

The  King*— No,  you  may  fpeak. 

The  General.— Your  majefly,  I 
can  mention  an  inftan.ee  in  which 
I  was  myfelf  concerned,  for  I 
have  concluded  a  fimilar  armiftice 
in  Holland  with  the  Duke  of  York  ; 
and  I  had  thought  that  the  addi¬ 
tional  article  now  in  queftion 
ought  to  have  been  as  facred  as  the 
armiftice  itfelf,  when  founded  on 
the  honour  of  both  the  commanders 
in  chief. 

The  King. — Yes,  it  is  exadlly 
on  the  fame  principle  that  I  so¬ 
ft  no  u  ledge  only  the  armiftice  at 
Schlatkow.  Buonaparte  has  be- 
fides  made  ufe  of  a  reafon,  which 
I  might  alfo  urge,  when  he  faid, 
that  he  himfelf  commanded  his 
army,  and  ordered  General  Mor- 
tier,  in  cafe  the  additional  article 
fhould  not  be  acceded  to,  to  break 
off  the  armiftice.  Now,  fince  I 
had  taken  the  command  of  my 
army  in  perfon,  I  might  have  haa( 
a  fufficient  reafon  for  putting  an 
end  to  the  armiftice,  as  I  would 

no$ 
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not  acknowledge  the  additional 
article  ;  but  I  have  not  done  it.  . 

When  General  Brune  began  to 
fpeak  about  the  ancient  alliance 
between  Sweden  and  France,  and 
about  an  union  between  the  two 
nations. 

The  King  anfwered— Yes,  cer¬ 
tainly.  I  wifh  as  much  as  you 
that  this  alliance  might  be  revived  ; 
but  the  French  nation  is  no  longer 
the  fame,  and  thofe  happy  times 
are  palled,  when  a  clofe  alliance 
contributed  to  the  political  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  two  kingdoms.  The 
prefent  Hate  of  affairs  prevents  it. 

The  General.— Your  majefty, 
the  French  nation  is  always  the 
fame.  It  has  acquired  much  ho¬ 
nour;  and  power.  France  has  made 
great  progrefs,  (he  has  improved 
'her  agriculture  and  her  refources, 
and  if  in  other  times  your  majefty 
had  an  opportunity  of  going  thither, 
it  would,  perhaps,  be  iirtereffing 
to  your  majefty  to  fee  and  to  know 
that  country. 

The  King. — I  look  upon  France 
now  as  being  the  fcourge  oi  Eu¬ 
rope. 

The  General.— Yes,  we  have 
been  much  engaged  in  warfare. 
The  emperor  has  a  great  cha¬ 
racter. 

The  King. — 1  do  not  know  of 
any  Emperor  of  France. 

General  Brune  did  not  attempt 
to  anfwer  this  remark. 

The  Kmg. — Have  you  forgot, 
general,  that  you  have  a  lawful 
king  ? 

The  General.— I  do  not  even 
know  whether  fuch  a  one  exifts. 

The  King. — Flow  !  if  he  ex¬ 
ifts  ?  He  is  exiled,  unhappy  ;  but 
he  is  your  lav/ful  king,  and  his 
rights  are  unqueftionahly.  facred. 
He  only  wilhes  to  affemble  his 


united  fubjefts  round  hlsftandard. 

The  General.— Where  is  that 
ftandard  ? 

The  Kin?. — If  no  where  elfe 
you  will  always  find  it  with  me. 

The  General , — I  am  told  that 
he  has  abdicated  his  rights  to  the 

O 

Duke  of  Angouleme. 

The  Kmg. — I  have  never  heard 
that  mentioned.  On  the  contrary, 
the  king  has  iffued  a  proclamation 
—a  pledge  of  his  fentiments  for¬ 
wards  his  people,  to  which  mon- 
fieur  and  all  the  princes  of  the 
•blood  have  given  their  confent* 
Do  you  know  that  proclamation  ? 

The  General. — ■’No,  your  ma¬ 
jefty. 

(This  was  faid  with  many  af» 
furances  on  his  honour.) 

The  King.— The  Duke  of  Bi¬ 
enne,  marihal  des  camps  in  'the 
fervice  of  the  king,  is  here.  It 
is  pollible  that  he  has  brought  this 
publication  with  him.  I  will  let 
him  be  called  if  you  wifh  it. 

(When  his  majefty,  in  the  conn-, 
tenants  of-  the  general,  perceived 
his  difquietude  and  uneafinefs  at 
this),  he  added — But  perhaps  this 
would  caufe  too  much  obfervation. 

The  General. — Yes  ;  but  if  your 
majefty  would  fend  it  to  me  in  a 
cover  at  the  cut-pofts,  I  would 
read  it  myfelf,  and  my  officers 
fhould  alfo  fee  it. 

The  King.— In  this  proclama¬ 
tion  the  king  promifes  to  all  mili¬ 
tary  perfons  who  wifh  to  return  to 
their  duty,  to  retain  them  in  their 
rank  and  honours.  Do  you  fup- 
pofe,  general,  that  the  prefent 
ftate  of  affairs  in  France  will  laft 
long  ?  ' 

The  General. — Every  thing  is 
liable  to  change. 

The  King. — Don't  you  think 
that  Providence  which  hitherto  has 
*04  allowed 


allowed  you  fa  many  fucceffes,  can 
put  a  Hop  to  them  for  the  fake  of 
juft  ice  and  the  good  caufe  ? 

The  General . — But  it  may  hap¬ 
pen  that  perfons  who  mean  well, 
aCl  according  to  their  conviction, 
even  againft  the  decrees  of  Provi¬ 
dence. 

The  King. — I  fuppofe  that  you 
tnay  ftill  have  fuccefs.  Can  you, 
however,  think  that  it  will  al¬ 
ways  continue  fo  ?  If  you  had  the 
choice  to  ferve  your  lawful  king, 
or  the  caufe  you  now  have  adopted 
— what  would  you  do  ?  Anfwer 
me  fincerely. 

The  General . — (Rubbing  his 
forehead)  that  is  a  queftion  which 
requires  confideration. 

The  King.— To  me  it  feems  that 
you  ought  not  to  want  much  time 
to  think  of  it.  Tell  me  only 
whether  you  would  prefer  return¬ 
ing  to  your  duty,  or  defending 
thofe  principles  which  you  have 
adopted. 

The  General In  regard  to  that 

Yes,  I  fhall  defend  thofe  prin¬ 
ciples,  I  fhall  do  my  duty  for  the 
prefen  t. 

The  King. — Do  you  know  that 
Buonaparte  has  propofed  to  the 
ping  to  treat  with  him  on  his 
rights  ?  This  is  the  greateft  proof 
of  his 'acknowledging  thofe  rights 
that  he  could  give. 

The  General.— I  am  ignorant 
about  that. 

The  King. — But  do  you  know 
that  the  king  has  conftantly  re- 
fufed,  and  faid,  as  Francis  I.'  We 
have  Isjl  every  thing  except  our  ho¬ 
nour  /—(General  Brune  repeated 
thefe  things  with  warmth.) 

The  King . — 1  know  the  king 
intimately,  and  he  deferves  to  be 
known  for  his  great  and  excellent 
qualities.  You,  general,  you  can 


never  have  reft— for  what  will  ho 
your  fituation  if  all  is  changed  ? 

The  General.— I  fhall  then  die 
an  honourable  death,  fword  in 
hand.  As  a  military  man,  I  am 
expofed  to  fuch  a  fate  every  mo¬ 
ment.  The  queftion  is  not  to  die, 
but  to  die  as  one  ought. 

The  King. — -But  that  de¬ 
pends  upon  unforefeen  circumftan- 
ces.  There  exifts,  however,  a 
happinefs,  which  confifts  in  peace 
of  mind  ;  the  confequence  of  hav¬ 
ing  fulfilled  one’s  duties,  and  a&ed. 
according  to  the  dictates  of  con¬ 
fidence.  Bonaparte  can  never 
have  that  peace  of  mind.  He 
might  have  made  himfelf  immor¬ 
tal  if  he  had  reftored  the  throne  to 
the  king.  He  may  gain  fortuitous 
honour,  much  celebrity,  and  many 
advantages,  but  he  can  never  en¬ 
joy  any  peace  of  mind. 

When  the  general  began  to 
fpeak  of  the  talents  of  Bonaparte^ 
and  faid  that  there  was  none  of  the 
Bourbon  family  who  was  diftin- 
guifhed  for  fo  many,  the  king 
anfwered,  c<  There  occur  favour¬ 
able  circumftances,  and  it  needs 
only  to  take  advantage  of  them.** 
(The  general  feemed  to  admit 
this.) 

The  King . — The  death  of  the 
Duke  of  Enghien— what  an  enor¬ 
mity  ! 

The  General. — I  was  at  that 
time  in  Conftantinople,  and  can¬ 
not  explain  it. 

When  the  converfation  turned 
upon  the  French  revolution,  the 
general  faid — 1  belong  to  the  re, 
volution,  and  it  has  been  brought 
about  by  the  will  of  the  French, 
people. 

The  King. — It  is  not  the  French 
people  that  have  made  the  revolu¬ 
tion  s  it  is  the  rabble.  We  now 

'  ‘  ' J  '  '  "  fee 
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lee  plainly  the  confequences  of 
thefe  mob  revolutions  of  which  you 
fpeak.  This  one  began  with  abo- 
lifhing  all  diftin&ions  in  order  to 
introduce  equality,  and  now  you 
yourfelf  are  a  proof  that  thefe  prin¬ 
ciples  are  changed. 

The  General, — If  your  majefty 
had  been  in  the  place  of  Louis 
XVI.  the  revolution  had  never 
happened. 

The  King, — I  will  not  praife  my¬ 
felf  on  that  head,  as  I  have  never 
found  myfelf  in  fuch  circumftances. 
He  was  too  good  and  conciliatory, 
and  has  proved,  that  thofe  quali¬ 
fications,  when  mifapplied,  may 
have  fatal  confequences.  You 
have  yourfelf  led  me  on  to  this 
fubjeCL  I  have  been  candid  with 
you,  and  my  character  required 
that  I  fhould  explain  myfelf  on 
the  fubjeCt.  It  is  my  duty  to 
fpeak  as  I  have  done,  but  were  i 
even  placed  in  different  circum- 
flances,  my  principles  would  ftill 
be  the  fame.  Can  you  imagine 
that  I  fhould  look  with  indiffer¬ 
ence  upon  people  neglecting  their 
duty  to  their  lawful  king,  when 
I  am  a  king  myfelf?  That  would 
fc>0  to  forget  what  I  owe  to  myfelf. 

General  Brune  here  returned  to 
the  fubjed  about  the  additional 
claufe  in  the  armiftice.  Your 
majefty  is  thus  determined  as  to 
the  ten  days  notice  ? 

The  King, — Yes. 

The  General. — But  fhould  not 
your  majefty  wifh  to  agree  pri¬ 
vately  that  the  armiftice  fhall  not 
ceafe  till  after  a  month’s  notice  ? 

The  King, — You  do  not  know 
me^ rightly  if  you  believe  me  ca¬ 
pable  of  entering  into  fuch  an 
agreement. 

The  General.-*-* I  know  your 
majefty ’s  character. 

Such  is  the  fubftance  of  this 


conference,  during  which  General 
Brune  found  it  difficult  to  conceal 
his  embarraflment. 


Trial  of  Sir  Home  Popham,  by  a 
Court  Martial  held  on  board  the 
Gladiator ,  Friday ,  March  the 
6th ,  and  t<wo  juhfequent  days . 

A  fignal  being  made  for  the  ad¬ 
mirals  and  captains  of  his  majefty’s 
fleet  then  at  Spithead  and  Portf. 
mouth,  to  come  on  board  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  fhip  the  Gladiator,  lying 

in  Portfmouth  harbour,  they  ac- 

*  * 

cordinglyaffembledat  nine  o’clock, 
and  commenced  their  proceedings 
immediately.  The  names  of  the 
admirals  and  captains  on  board  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  rank  and  feniority, 
were  called  over  by  Mofes  Gree- 
tham,  efq.  the  judge  advocate,  till 
a  fufficient  number  anfwered  to 
their  names  to  compofe  the  court. 

Mr.  Greetham  having  read  the 
order  for  the  arreft  of  Sir  Home 
Popham,  iffiied  by  the  Admiralty, 
called  over  the  names  of  the  wit- 
neffess.- — Among  whom  were. 

Lord  Melville,  who  wras  pre- 
fent,  and  Lord  Whitworth,  who 
was  not  prefent. 

Mr.  Sturges  Bourne,  L.  Mac- 
lean,  Efq. 

The  judge  advocate  then  read 
the  charges,  which  were  in  fub¬ 
ftance  the  fame  with  the  order  to 
admiral  Young,  hereafter  dated; 
and  produced  feveral  documents,  by 
which  the  charges  were  meant  to 
be  fubftantiated,  of  which  the  fol¬ 
lowing  were  the  moft  particular. 

Copy  of  an  order  to  lir  Home 
Popham,  dated  29th  July,  1805;. 

Copy  of  a  letter  toj.  Barrow, 
efq.  dated  2d  Aug.  1805;  di¬ 
recting  him  to  fend  a  frigate  to 
cruife  on  the  fouth-eaft  coaft  of 
America, 


Copy 
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Copy  of  a  letter  to  J.  Barrow, 
efq.  directing  him  to  return  all 
traufports  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Ho;e,  excepting  fuch  as  were  ne- 
ceffary  to  carry  the  troops  to 
India, 

Copy  of  2  letter  from  the  lords 
eommiffio’ners'  of  the  admiralty,  to 
fir  Home  Popham  ;  directing  him 
to  co-operate  with  major-general 
fir  D.  Baird, 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  lords 
commiffioners  of  the  admiralty,  to 
fir  Home  Popham,  dated  2$th  Dec. 
■s8oij  ;  directing  hirii  to  fend  home 
all  rranfports  not  wanted. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  fir  Home 
Popham,  to  W.  Marfden,  eiq.  ; 
giving  an  account  of  the  capture 
of  the  Cape,  &c. 

■  Copy  ot  a  letter  from  fir  Home 
Popham,  to  W.  Marfden,  eiq.  ; 
giving  an  account  that  the  Pied- 
montefe  French  frigate,  was  cr tiff¬ 
ing  in  the  eafiern  feas. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  fir  Home 
Popham,  to  W.  Marfden,  efq.  ; 
Hating  that  the  Volontaire  fri¬ 
gate,  the  a<vant- courier  of  a  French 
feet,  had  put  into  'fable  Bay,  and 
was  taken  poffefiion  of  by  his  ma- 
jefty's  fiiips. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  fir  Home 
Popham,  to  W.  Marfden,  efq. 
dated  14th  of  April,  1806;  Hat¬ 
ing  that  the  intelligence  by  the 
Volontaire,  had  led  him  to  con¬ 
clude,  that  the  French  fleet  was 
bound  to  the  Well  Indies,  but 
that  other  accounts  Hared  them  as 
defiined  for  the  Mauritius. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  fir  Home 
Popham,  to  W.  Marfden,  efq.  re- 
fpeCting  the  weak  Hate  of  Monte 
Video. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  fir  Home 
Popham,  to  W.  Marfden,  efq.  dat¬ 
ed  30th  April ;  Hating  the  appli¬ 


cations  he  had  made  to  the  gover¬ 
nor  of  St.  Helena,  for  3  reinforce¬ 
ment  of  troops  from  that  ifland. 

Another  letter,  dated  19th  July. 

Copy  of  a  letter  of  fir  George 
Shee,  bart.  inclofing  atteixed  copies 
of  letters  from  major  general  fir 
D.  Baird. 

The  order  was  read  for  affern- 
bling  the  court  martial  ;  in  it 
was  contained  the  charges  againft 
fir  Home,  which  were  in  fubfiance, 

That  fir  Heme,  having  been 
difpatched  to  capture  the  Cape,  in 
conjunction  with  fir  D.  Baird, 
did,  after  that  fettlement  had 
furrendered,  in  January,  1803, 
proceed  to  attack  the  Spanifh 
fettlement  of  Buenos  Ayres,  for 
%vhich  he  had  no  direction  or  au¬ 
thority  whatever  ;  and  did,  in  con- 
fequence,  withdraw  from  the  Cape 
the  whole  of  the  naval  force  which 
had  been  placed  under  his  com¬ 
mand,  for  the  foie  purpofe  of  pro¬ 
tecting  it ;  thereby  leaving  a  place, 
which  it  was  his  duty  to  guard, 
not  only  expofed  to  attack  and 
infuit,  but  even  without  the  means 
of  affording  protection  to  the  trade 
of  his  majefiy's  fubjeCts,  or  of  tak¬ 
ing  poffefiion  of  any  enemy's  (hips 
which  might  have  put  into  the 
adjacent  harbours.5 * 

The  following  members  were 
then  fworn  : 

Admiral  Sir  W.  Young,  Prefident. 
Vice-Admiral  Sir  E.  Gower. 
Vice-Admiral  J.  Holloway. 
Vice-Admiral  B.  Rowley. 
Vice-Admiral  Hon.  H.E.  Stanhope. 
Rear- Admiral  J.  Vafiion. 
Rear-Admiral  Sir  I.  Coffin. 
Rear-Admiral  Sir  R.  Strachan. 
Captain  S.  H.  Linzee, 

Captain  Thomas  Graves. 

Captain  M.  Scott. 


Captain 
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Captain  J.  Irvin. 

Captain  C.  Boyle. 

The  feveral  documents  before 
enumerated,  ab  ft  rafts  of  which 
had  been  annexed  to  the  charges 
laft  preferred,  were  tendered  in 
evidence,  and  proved  after  the 
manner  of  documentary  teftimony. 
They  were  afterwards  feveral  ly 
read  ;  when  the  profecution  was 
Hated  to  be  clofed.  Mr.  Jervis 
appeared  as  counfel  for  the  admi¬ 
ralty  ;  Mr.  Harrifon  for  fir  Home 
Popham. 

Sir  Home  Popham  being  then 
called  on  by  the  court,  to  Hate 
when  he  would  be  ready  to  pro¬ 
ceed  on  his  defence,  requefted  the 
indulgence  of  the  court  for  a  little 

O  # 

time  :  and  the  court  adioumed  till 

y  ** 

next  day, 

Saturday  .—^Second  Day- — The 
court  met,  merely  to  deliver  at- 
tefted  copies  of  fome  new  charges, 
and  then  adjourned  till  Monday, 
to  give  lir  Home  Popham  time  to 
prepare  his  defence. 

Monday .  — T bird  Day .  — -The 
court  re-opened  at  nine  o'clock, 
and  fir  Home  Popham  commenced 
an  eloquent  and  animated  defence. 
His  obfervations  generally  tended 
to  (how,  that  officers  having  com¬ 
mands  like  his,  could  not  be  fet¬ 
tered  by  the  literal  tenor  of  the 
orders  ufually  given.  A  com¬ 
mand  like  that,  was  from  its  very 
nature,  difcretionary,;  and  the 
word  difcretion  was  of  a  very 
comprehenfive  meaning.  Admiral 
Rooke,  when  he  attacked  and  took 
Gibraltar,  had  no  orders  to  guide 
him  ;  but  he  was  not  brought  to 
trial.  Lord  St.  Vincent,  when 
he  attacked  Teneriffe,  did  fo 
without  any  orders,  although  it 
icould  not  be  conlidered  as  within 


the  limits  of  his  command.  The 
illuftrious  Nelfon,  when  he  pur- 
fued  the  French  fleet  to  the  Weft; 
Indies  and  back,  certainly  went 
by  his  own  difcretion,  very  much 
out  of  the  courfe  of  his  command  ; 
but  it  would  hare  been  impoflibie 
to  have  blamed  him.  The  capture 
of  Curspoa  was  entirely  an  ex¬ 
pedition  of  difcretion.  Sir  Home 
Popham  recapitulated  feveral  other 
expeditions  which,  he  faid,  were 
much  more  unauthorized  than  that 
which  he  had  undertaken,  and  for 
which  the  commanders,  who  had 
undertaken  them,  had  never  been 
called  to  any  account.  His  ex¬ 
pedition,  he  contended,  was  ftrift- 
ly  within  the  limits  of  his  com¬ 
mand  ;  and  this  he  fliould  prove, 
he  hoped,  to  the  fa tisfaftion  of 
his  country,  by  the  evidence  which 
he  fliould  have  the  honour  to  Jay 
before  the  court.  Sir  Home,  in 
his  defence,  particularly  wiflied 
to  imprefs  the  court  with  the  con- 
viftion,  that,  in  his  private  inter¬ 
views  with  Mr.  Pitt,  he  (Mr. 
Pitt)  had  fanftioned  and  agreed 
with  fir  Home  on  his  attacking 
Buenos  Ayres ;  but  that  all  his 
interviews  were  of  fuch  a  lecret 
nature,  that,  from  the  unfortunate 
death  of  that  great  man,  he  could 
not  adduce  any  pofitive  evidence, 
of  fuch  fanftion.  But  he  was  con¬ 
fident  he  fliould,  from  the  very 
refpeftable  evidence  he  fliould  call 
on,  be  enabled  to  prove  that  fuch 
communications  had  aftually  taken 
place  ;  although  it  was  impoffible, 
from  the  diftance  of  the  profpeft, 
to  expeft  that  official  orders  fliould 
have  been  regularly  tranfmitted 
to  him  by  the  admiralty  of  that  day. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  defence,  fir^ 
Horne  dwelt  ftrongly  on  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  he  had  been  treated 
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by  the  prefent  board  of  admiralty, 
particularly  in  two  points,  thofe 
of  their  acknowledging  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  his  letters,  containing  ac¬ 
counts  of  his  proceedings  in  the 
capture  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
and  thofe  containing  his  plan,  and 
the  time  of  his  failing  for  Rio  de 
la  Plata.  To  the  firft,  their  lord- 
fhip’s  fecretary,  as  fir  Home  {fated, 
coldly  replied,  that  he  had  it  in 
command  from  their  lordfhips  to 
acquaint  him,  that  he  had  received 
his  letter  and  inclofures,  giving  an 
account  of  the  furrender  of  the 
Cape  and  its  dependencies,  and 
had  the  honour  to  remain  his  moft 
obedient  fervant.  With  this  let¬ 
ter,  in  the  fame  packet,  was  an¬ 
other,  acknowledging  the  receipt 
of  one  from  fir  Home,  enclosing  a 
letter  from  capt.  Donelly,  of  the 
Narciflus,  detailing  his  account  of 
the  deftrucftion  of  the  Bellona 
French  privateer,  in  which  fir 
Home  was  directed  by  their  lord¬ 
fhips  to  exprefs  to  captain  Do¬ 
ne!  iy  their  warm  approbation  of 
his  conduct, .  and  that  of  his  offi¬ 
cers  and  men  ;  while,  for  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  the  Cape,  fir  Home  had  not 
one  word.  The  army  had  been 
thanked,  and  fpoken  of  in  the 
handfomeft  terms,  but  not  one 
word  from  the  board  of  admiralty, 
in  praife,  or  even  fpeaking  of  his 
conduct  on  the  occafion  in  terms 
of  common  fatisfadion. 

By  another  letter,  he  received 
acknowledgment  of  their  lordfhips 
having  received  his  plan  of  opera¬ 
tions  againft  the  fettlements  of  the 
Rio  de  la  Plata.  The  fame  cold 
manner  was  here  obferved,  as  in 
the  former  cafe.  Their  lordfhips 
had  received  his  communications, 
and  the  fecretary  had  the  honour 
to  be  his  moft  humble  fervanto 


Surely,  faid  fir  Home,  if  my  con. 
dud  had  been  difapproved,  it 
would  have  been  no  difficult  mat¬ 
ter  to  have  hinted  at  it  ;  or,  was 
I  not  rather  to  think  that  the 
news  of  the  furrender  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  being  acknow¬ 
ledged  in  terms  fimilar,  and  that 
being  an  acquifition  of  undoubted 
importance,  I  might  alfo  conclude, 
by  a  fair  inference,  that  my  opera¬ 
tions  were  approved  by  the  fame 
taciturnity  ? 

He  complained  moft  of  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  he  had  been  fent 
home,  inafmall  prize-brig,  mifer- 
ably  manned,  and  worfe  armed* 
But  he  thanked  God  he  had  arrived 
fafe,  to  meet  the  accufations  that 
had  been  heaped  up  for  his  recep¬ 
tion.  He  commented  with  much 
force,  and  a  confiderable  degree 
of  eloquence,  on  the  manner  in 
which  the  charges  were  drawn  up 
againft  him ;  the  unufual  (tile  of 
which  was  to  ftigmatife  him,  (in 
the  words  of  the  order,)  with  a 
flagrant  negleft  of  duty,  which 
the  fame  order,  on  the  face  of  it, 
fays,  in  their  lordfhips’  opinion, 
ought  not  to  go  unpunifhed. 

After  fir  Home  Popham  had 
concluded  his  defence,  he  proceed¬ 
ed  to  call  his  witneffes. 

The  firft  witnefs  examined  was 
lord  Melville. 

The  principal  queftions  put  ta 
his  lordfhip  by  the  prifoner  were, 
as  to  the  confidential  communica¬ 
tions,  from  time  to  time,  made  to 
him  by  Mr.  Pitt,  as  well  as  by 
his  lordfhip,  on  the  fubjeft  of 
South  America;  particularly  re¬ 
lative  to  fome  propofals  made  to 
government  by  general  Miranda, 
in  which  communication  fir  Home 
bore  a  confpicuous  part,  being  at 
one  time  left  in  company  with 
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general  Miranda,  for  the  exprcfs 
purpofe  of  afcertaining  minutely 
all  the  general’s  plans ;  and  after¬ 
wards,  by  his  lordfhip’s  direftion, 
drawing  up  a  memoir  and  projet , 
which  was  fubmitted  to  the  corn* 
fideration  of  the  government.  His 
lordftiip  diftinftly  admitted,  that 
he  had  frequently  turned  his  fe¬ 
rrous  thoughts  to  the  fubjeft  of 
South  America,  with  a  view  to 
the  advantages  that  might  be  de¬ 
rived  by  obtaining  a  footing  in 
it,  for  the  introduftion  of  our 
manufaftures. 

He  ftated,  that  fir  Home  had 
certainly  been  employed  at  differ¬ 
ent  times,  by  the  government,  on 
confidential  fervices,  and  had  given 
fatisfadion  by  the  way  in  which 
thofe  fervices  had  been  executed  ; 
but  his  lordfhip  did  not  fay,  that 
fir  Home  had  been  authorized  to 
make  an  attack  upon  the  fettlement 
of  Buenos  Ayres. 

Mr.  Sturges  Bourne  was  the 
next  witnefs  called.  His  tefli- 
mony  went  principally  to  prove, 
that  fir  Home  Popham  had  had  in¬ 
terviews  with  Mr.  Pitt,  on  the 
fubjedof  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ; 
and  that  in  confequence  of  fome 
communication  made  by  fir  Home 
to  Mr.  Pitt,  the  latter  had  di- 
reded  the  witnefs  to  make  further 
inquiry,  and  take  fome  fteps,  the 
refult  of  which  completely  con¬ 
firmed  the  information  given  by 
fir  Home  Popham. 

Mr.  Hufkiffon  was  next  called 
in  and  fworn.  He  ftated  the  dif¬ 
ferent  interviews  fir  Home  had  had 
With  the  late  minifter  and  himfelf, 
on  the  fubjed  of  South  America  ; 
and  the  anxiety  expreffed  by  Mr. 
Pitt  to  make  ufe  of  the  naval  fu- 
periofity  of  the  country,  for  the 
purpofe  of  obtaining  an  advantage 


there  ;  and  admitted,  that  it  had 
been  conftantly  an  objed  that  was 
deemed  very  defirable.  He  ftated, 
that  he  had  himfelf,  by  Mr.  Pitt’s 
diredion,  made  very  particular 
inquiries  on  the  fubjed,  and  had 
taken  fome  meafures  thereon  (the 
precife  nature  of  which,  however, 
he  declined  explaining).  The  court 
then  adjourned  to  the  next  morn-. 

ing* 

Tuefday .  —  Fourth  Day.  —  Sir 
Home  Popham  proceeded  in  his 
defence ;  when  Mr.  Marfden,  Mr. 
T.  Wilfon,  a  London  merchants 
Mr.  Thos.  Brown,  mafter  at¬ 
tendant  of  the  Cape,  and  captain 
King,  were  examined  on  his  be¬ 
half  ;  the  latter  ftated,  on  repeated 
queftions,  that  he  confidered  the 
Cape  as  being  left  perfeftly  fafe  ; 
and  that  it  was  underftood,  that 
Buenos  Ayres  was  within  the 
Cape  ftation. 

Wednefday . — Fifth  Day\—~Tht 
prefident  alked  fir  Home,  whether 
he  had  any  other  evidence  to  ad¬ 
duce  ?  Sir  Home  faid,  he  could 
call  other  witneffes,  but  he  ftiould 
now  decline  it.  He  then  pre- 
fented  a  lift  of  papers,  which  he 
wifhed  to  have  read  in  his  defence, 
and  entered  in  the  minutes. 

Sir  Home  then  faid,  (<  I  here 
clofe  my  defence,  and  throw  my. 
felf  entirely  upon  the  juftice  and 
wifdom  of  this  honourable  court,. 
I  have  fuffered  much  in  my  feel¬ 
ings  and  ch  a  rafter  ;  but  I  do  truft 
and  hope  your  judgment  will  re¬ 
lieve  the  one  and  refeue  the  other. 
If,  in  my  zeal  for  the  fervice,  I 
have  exceeded  the  limits  of  due 
diferetion,  I  truft  it  will  appear 
that  I  was  folely  aftuated  by  an 
anxious  defire  to  promote  the  in- 
terefts,  the  honour,  and  glory  of 
my  country.  Aided  by  my  brave 

followers. 
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followers,  and  under  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  Divine  Providence,  I  was 
put  into  poffeffion  of  two  capital 
cities,  in  two  different  quarters  of 
the  globe.  Upon  an  examination 
of  my  defence,  I  trull  it  will  be 
found  that 

et  The  very  head  and  front  of  my  offend¬ 
ing 

£c  Hath  this  extent- — no  more.” 

ff  I  retire,  trailing  in  your  wif- 
dom  and  juilice  for  my  honourable 
Requital.” 

Sir  Home  Popham  having,  with 
his  friends,  withdrawn,  about  ele¬ 
ven  o’clock  the  court  was  cleared, 
and,  after  four  hours’  deliberation, 
was  again  opened  ;  when  fir  Home 
having  taken  his  place  at  the  foot 
of  the  table,  the  members  being 
covered,  the  judge-advocate  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  read  the  fentence,  as 
follows : — - 

<c  This  court  having  maturely 
conlidered  the  nature  of  the  char¬ 
ges,  heard  all  the  evidence,  and 
having  fully  deliberated  upon  the 
whole  of  this  cafe,  are  of  opinion, 
that  the  charges  have  been  proved 
againll  the  laid  captain  fir  Home 
Popham ;  that  the  withdrawing, 
without  orders  fo  to  do,  the  whole 
of  any  naval  force  from  the  place 
where  it  is  directed  to  be  em¬ 
ployed,  and  the  employing  it  in 
diliant  operations  againll  the  ene¬ 
my  ;  more  efpecially,  if  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  fuch  operations  fhould  be 
likely  to  prevent  itsl’peedy  return, 
may  be  attended  with  the  molt 
ferious  inconvenience  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  fervice,  as  the  fuccefs  of  any 
plan,  formed  by  his  majelly’s  mi. 
nillers  for  operations  againll  the 
enemy,  in  which  fuch  naval  force 
might  be  included,  may,  by  fuch 
removal,  be  entirely  prevented* 


And  the  court  is  further  of  opmV 
ion,  that  the  conduit  of  Captain  fir 
Home  Popham ,  in  withdrawing  the 
whole  of  the  naval  force  under  his 
command,  from  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  the  proceeding  with  it 
to  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  nvas  highly 
cenfurable  ; — but,  in  conlideration 
of  circumllances,  the  court  doth 
adjudge  him  to  be  only  SE¬ 
VERELY  REPRIMANDED— 

and  he  is  accordingly,  hereby, 
feverely  reprimanded.” 

The  provoll  marfhal  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  prelident,  and  pre- 
fneted  the  fword.  of  fir  Home  Pop¬ 
ham  to  him  ;  when  he  was  order¬ 
ed  to  return  it.  The  provoll  mar. 
fhal  returned  to  the  bottom  of  the 
table,  and,  with  a  refpedfui  falu- 
tation,  gave  back  the  fword  to 
fir  Home,  and  the  court  was  dif- 
folved. 


Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons ,  on  the  Commercial 
State  of  the  IV f  India  Colonies , 
Ordered  to  be  printed ,  Aug,  8, 
1807. 

The  Committee  who  were  appoint¬ 
ed  to  take  into  confideration  the 
Commercial  State  of  the  Well. 
India  colonies,  and  to  report 
their  proceedings,  from  time  to 
time,  to  the  houfe  of  commons ; 
and  who  were  empowered  to  re¬ 
port  the  minutes  of  evidence  ta¬ 
ken. before  them  ;  and  to  whom 
all  minutes  of  evidence  which 
were  taken  before  the  commit¬ 
tee  in  the  laft  fellion  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  on  the  Well-India  plant¬ 
ers’  petitions,  together  with 
their  proceedings,  were  referred ; 
have,  purfuant  to  the  order  of 
the  houfe,  examined  the  mat¬ 
ters 
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fefs  to  them  referred  ;  and  have 

agreed  to  the  following  Report  : 

Your  committee  have  thought 
it  their  duty,  in  the  fir  ft  place, 
to  enquire  into  the  fituation  of  the 
Weft- India  Planters  at  the  prefent 
moment,  and  for  feveral  years 
preceding  ;  and  have  examined 
various  refpeblable  witneffes,  pro¬ 
prietors  of  eftates,  who  have  red¬ 
ded  many  years  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
and  who  have  had  the  properties  of 
feveral  ahfentees  under  their  ma¬ 
nagement  ;  and  alfo  many  mer¬ 
chants  intimately  acquainted  with 
the  expenfes  and  profits  of  a  great 
variety  of  eftates,  and  generally 
converfant  with  the  Weft- India 
commerce.  From  their  feftimony 
it  appears,  that  fince  the  year 
1799,  there  has  taken  place  a  pro- 
greffive  deterioration  in  the  fitua¬ 
tion  of  the  planters,  refulting  from 
a  progreftive  diminution  of  the 
price  of  fugar,  although  at  the 
fame  time  the  duty,  and  all  the 
expences  attending  the  cultivation, 
have  been  increafing,  till  at  length 
the  depreffion  of  the  market  has 
become  fuch,  that  the  prices  ob¬ 
tained  for  the  laft  year’s  crop  will 
not  pay  the  expence  of  cultivation, 
except  upon  eftates  on  a  very  great 
icale,  making  fugar  of  a  very  fu_ 
perior  quality,  or  enjoying  other 
extraordinary  advantages.  Calcu¬ 
lations  have  been  laid  before  your 
committee,  from  the  accounts  of 
eftates  both  in  Jamaica  and  the 
other  iftands,  by  which  it  appears, 
that  the  Britifh  fupplies  and  ifland 
expences  amount  to  20s.  and  lod. 
in  the  former,  and  to  19s.  6d,  in 
the  latter,  on  the  cwt.  of  fugar, 
after  accounting  and  giving  credit 
for  the  amount  received  for  the 
fale  of  rum.  As  thefe  calculations 


are  formed  upon  an  average  of 
years  and  upon  eftates  of  the  ordu 
nary  fcale,  and  in  no  refpebls  un- 
ufually  circumftanced,  it  appears, 
to  your  committee,  that  thefe  fums 
per  cwt,  of  fugar  may  be  taken  as 
the  average  expence  of  cultivation, 
independent  of  intereft  upon  the 
capital;  and  your  committee  are 
confirmed  in  this  opinion  by  find! 
ing  a  fimilar  calculation  in  the  re¬ 
port  made  by  the  fugar-diftillery 
committee,  in  the  laft  parliament. 
To  this  mu  ft  be  added  an  expence 
from  15s.  6d,  to  16s.  per  cwt, 
neceffarily  incurred  for  freight:, 
infurance,  and  other  mercantile 
charges,  between  the  flipping  the 
goods  in  the  colonies,  and  their 
being  offered  to  market  in  this 
kingdom,  forming  together  an 
amount  of  from  3.5s.  to  36s.  which 
appears  upon  this  evidence,  to  be 
the  abfolute  coft;  to  the  planter  per 
cwt.  of  fugar  before  any  return  of 
capital  can  attach.  Upon  a  refe¬ 
rence  to  the  average  prices  publiffi- 
ed.  in  the  gazette,  for  the  laft 
eight  months,  which  vary  from 
36s.  to  3 is.  giving  a  mean  price  of 
33s.  6d.,  it  appears  evident,  that 
the  planters  must  have  cultivated, 
their  eftates  at  a  lofs. 

The  intereft  which  has  been 
ftated  to  your  committee  as  what 
ftiould  be  the  fair  profit  upon  a 
capital  of  fuch  a  nature  as  that  of 
a  fugar  eftate,confifting  not  merely 
of  land  and  negroes,  but  of  build¬ 
ings  of  great  extent  and  coft,  ne» 
celfary  for  the  carrying  on  of  fuch 
manufactures,  and  fubjeT  to  va¬ 
rious  and  peculiar  rifks  and  viciffi- 
tudes,  is  not  lefs  than  10  per  cent. 

During  the  period  of  profperity 
previous  to  1800,  it  is  ftated  that 
in  general  the  profits  did  not  exceed 
that  fum  ;  and  that,  from  that  pe- 

,  riod, 
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riod,  they  have  gradually  dimi- 
mfhed  to  and  if  per  cent,  till 
at  the  prefent  moment,  there  is  no 
return  of  intereft  whatever. 

It  may  perhaps  be  right  to  no¬ 
tice  one  exception,  namely  of  an 
ell  ate  mod  favourably  circumftan- 
ced  in  every  refpeft,  where  the 
profits  are  dated  to  have  amounted 
during  the  four  years  1 795,  1796, 
1797,  and  1798,  to  1 2  percent.; 
but  they  appear  alfo  to  have  de¬ 
clined  ever  fmce  ;  in  1801,  1802, 
3803,  and  1804,  t0  have  been  re¬ 
duced  to  about  6  per  cent. ;  and  in 
i8o£,  to  about  3  per  cent.  ;  and 
lubfequently  to  have  fuffered  a  ftiil 
farther  reduction. 

In  the  courfe  of  their  invefiiga- 
tion  of  the  lituation  of  the  planters, 
your  committee  thought  it  right  to 
afcertain  whether  it  might  not  be 
in  their  own  power,  in  many  in- 
dances,  to  remedy  the  evils  of 
their  fituation,  by  converting 
their  fugar  eflates  to  other  more 
profitable  cultivation  ;  but  the 
evidence  on  that  point  fhews,  that 
fuch  a  converfion  mud  be  attended 
with  fo  great  a  facrifice  of  capital, 
as  to  be  out  of  the  quedion  as  a 
meafure  of  relief. 

With  a  view  to  the  profpeft  for 
the  future,  they  have  obtained  a 
return  of  the  quantity  of  fugar  at 
prefent  in  the  Wed- India  docks  ; 
from  which,  and  from  other  evi¬ 
dence,  it  appears,  that  the  quantity 
now  on  hand  is  unufually  great  for 
the  time  of  year.  The  crop  of  lad 
year  is  alfo  on  the  point  of  coming 
into  the  market. 

It  fhould  not  be  omitted  further 
to  date,  that  for  many  years  pad 
the  iflands  have  almod  entirely  ef- 
caped  the  natural  calamities  (of  hur¬ 
ricanes,  &c.)  which  have  occa* 
fionally  proved  definitive  to  the 
property  in  thofe  countries. 

1 


In  invedigaling  the  Cadfes  of 
that  depreflion  of  the  market,  from 
whence  the  whole  of  the  planter’s 
diftrefs  appears  to  originate,  the 
fird  objet  which  drikes  your 
committee,  is,  that  extraordinary 
fituation  in  which  he  is  placed, 
which  prevents  him  alone  (in  ex¬ 
cepting  to  every  other  dmilar 
cafe)  from  indemnifying  himfelf for 
the  increafe  of  duty,  and  of  other 
expences  attending  his  cultivation, 
by  an  equivalent  increafe  of  price 
to  the  confumer.  For  it  appears, 
that  fmee  the  year  1799?  the  duty 
on  fugar  has  been  raifed  from  20s. 
to  27s.  and  contingently  to  30s. 
percwt.;  the  expences  of  the  ef¬ 
tates  are  calculated  to  have  rifen  in 
many  articles  50,  and  in  others 
above  100  per  cent. ;  and  the  price 
has  fallen  from  69s.  to  33s.  6d.  per 
cwt.  the  average  of  the  lad  eight 
months.  As  it  appears  obvious, 
from  the  above  datement,  that  the 
duty  is  heavier  than  the  article  can 
bear  at  its  prefent  price,  it  is  fug- 
geded  that  it  might  be  expedient, 
for  the  relief  of  the  home  market,  to 
extend  the  principle  which  has  been 
adopted  on  the  contingent  increafe 
of  duty  from  27s.  to  30s. ;  fo  that 
from  the  maximum  of  duty  then 
fixed,  on  a  grofs  price  of  Bos.  af¬ 
fording  30s.  duty  and  30s.  to  the 
planter,  the  duty  fhould  be  thrown 
back  on  a  fimilar  fcale  in  proportion 
to  the  depreflion  of  the  market,  till 
the  price  arrives  at  60s.  grofs, 
leaving  20s.  (the  original  duty)  to' 
government,  and  40s.  to  the  plan¬ 
ter  ;  or,  in  other  words,  a  reduc¬ 
tion  of  2s.  grofs  price,  from  the 
average  then  fixed  for  is.  of  duty, 
on  a  reduction  of  the  impofitiohof 
the  new  duty,  as  far  as  20s. 

An  increafe  of  the  bounty  on  the 
export  has  been  alfo  recommended; 
and  your  committee  are  of  opinion, 

that 
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which  all  the  others  are  eafilv  to 


that  it  would  afford  great  relief  if 
given  as  an  accompaniment  t,o  mea- 
jfures  of  reftritftion  upon  neutrals,  fo 
as  to  render  the  expences  on  Britifh. 
and  foreign  produce  equal  in  the 
foreign  market. 

A  confiderable  depreciation  in 
the  price  of  rum  having  alfo  taken 
place,  it  has  been  fuggefted,  that 
the  encouragement  of  the  confump- 
tionof  that  article  would  be  a  con¬ 
fiderable  advantage  to  the  planter. 
Your  committee  are  aware  that 
fuch  encouragement  has  been  given, 
to  a  certain  extent,  but  if  it  were 
found  practicable  to  carry  that  af- 
fiftance  further,  by  an  .increafed 
confumption  in  the  army  and  navy, 
fuch  a  meafure  would,  in  their  opi¬ 
nion,  have  very  beneficial  effects; 
or  a  reduction  of  duty  on  rum 
might  afford  effential  relief  to  the 
planter,  without  lofsto  the  revenue, 
which  would  be  indemnified  by  an 
increafed  confumption  of  that 
fpirit. 

Great,  however,  as  are  the  evils 
of  the  decreafe  of  price  and  increafe 
of  charges,  it  does  not  appear  to 
your  committee,  that  they  are  the 
original  caufes  of  the  diftrefs  of  the 
planter,  by  applying  to  which 
alone  any  practicable  remedy,  he 
could  be  more  than  partially  re¬ 
lieved  ;  but  that  the  main  evil, 
and  that  to  which  thefe  are  ulti¬ 
mately  to  be  referred,  is  the  very 
unfavourable  Hate  ot  the  foreign 
markc,  in  which  formerly  the 
Britifh  merchant  enjoyed  nearly  a 
monopoly,  but  where  he  cannot  at 
prefent  enter  into  competition  with 
the  planters,  not  only  of  the  neu¬ 
tral  hut  of  the  hoftile  colonies. 
The  refult  of  all  their  enquiries  on 
this  moil  important  part  of  the  fub- 
jeCt,  has  brought  before  their  eyes 
one  grand  and  primary  evil,  from 


be  deduced  ;  namely,  the  facility  of 
intercourfe  between  the  hqftile  co¬ 
lonies  of  Europe,  under  the  Ameri¬ 
can  neutral  Hag,  by  means  of  which 
not  only  the  whole  of  their  produce 
is  carried  to  a  market,  but  at 
charges  little  exceeding  thofe  of 
peace  ;  while  a  Britifh.  planter  is 
burthened  with  all  the  inconveni¬ 
ence,  rifle,  and  expence,  refill  ting 
from  a  ftate  of  war. 

The  advantages  which  the  hof¬ 
tile  colonies  derive  from  the  relax¬ 
ation  of  that  principle,  which  pro¬ 
hibited  any  trade  from  being  car¬ 
ried  on  with  the  enemy’s  colonies 
by  neutrals  during  war,  which  the 
enemy  himfelf  did  not  permit  to 
thofe  neutrals  during  peace,  may 
be  in  part  eftimatedby  reference  to 
a  ftatement  of  the  imports  into 
Amfterdam  alone,  from  the  United 
States  of  America,  in  the  year 
1806,  amounting  to  34,085  hhds. 
of  coffee,  and  45,097  hhds.  of  ftu 
gar,  conveyed  in  21 1  veffels,  here¬ 
unto  annexed ;  and  to  a  ftatement 
alfo  annexed,  of  the  amount  of 
Weft-India  produce,  exported  from 
the  United  States  of  America,  be* 
tween  the  firft  of  October  1805.8 
and  30th  of  September  1  806.  In 
point  of  comparative  expence,  the 
advantages  of  the  hoftile  colonies 
will  be  further  illuftrated  by  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Mary, at,  fupport- 
ed  by  fatisfaclory  documents,  which 
fnew  the  charges  of  freight  and  in- 
furance  on  fugar  from  the  hoftile 
colonies,  through  the  United 
States  of  America  to  the  ports  of 
Holland  and  Flanders,  and  to 
thofe  of  the  Mediterranean,  to  be 
lefs  by  8s.  1  id.  to  the  former,  and 
by  123.  6d.  to  the  latter,  than, 
thofe  charges  on  Britifh  fugars  to 
the  lame  ports, 
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Your  committee  cannot  omit 
to  Hate  alfo  another  important  ad¬ 
vantage  enjoyed  by  the  French  co¬ 
lonies,  from  the  fale  of  nearly  the 
whole  French  mercantile  marine  to 
neutrals,  under  the  ftipulation  of 
each  veffel  being  returned  into 
French  ports,  in  order  to  be  navi¬ 
gated  as  French  Ihips,  within 
twelve  months  after  peace,  and 
with  the  enjoyment,  during  war, 
of  the  fame  privileges  in  the  ports 
of  France,  as  if  they  were  actually 
French,  for  inftance,  to  import  fu~ 
gar  at  a  duty  of  4s.  per  cwt.  lefs 
than  theduty  impofed  on  fugar  im¬ 
ported  in  neutral  veffels. 

In  order  to  counterbalance,  in 
feme  degree,  the  advantages  thus 
enjoyed  by  the  hoftile  colonies,  to 
the  detriment  of  the  Britifh  plan¬ 
ter,  it  has  been  recommended,  that 
a  blockade  of  the  ports  of  the  ene¬ 
my's  fettlemen ts  Ihould  be  reforted 
to  ;  fuch  a  meafure,  if  it  could  be 
ffriCtly  enforced,  would  undoubt¬ 
edly  afford  relief  to  our  export 
trade. 

But  a  meafure  of  more  permanent 
and  certain  advantage  would  be  the 
enforcement  of  thofe  rellridions 
on  the  trade  between  neutrals,  and 
the  enemy’s  colonies,  which  were 
formerly  maintained  by  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  and  from  the  relaxation  of 
which  the  enemy’s  colonies  obtain 
indiredly,  during  war,  all  the  ad¬ 
vantages  «f  peace  ;  while  our  own 
colonies,  in  the  intercourfe  with 
whom  that  fy jftem  of  monopoly 
which  has  been  held  effential  to  the 
commercial  and  military  navy  of 
this  country,  is  rigoroully  enforc¬ 
ed,  are  deprived  of  the  advantages 
under  which  in  former  wars  they 
carried  their  produce  to  the  foreign 
markets,  and  which  in  the  prefen t 
war,  by  means  of  our  decided  naval 


fuperiority,  would  have  amounted 
to  the  exclulive  fupply  of  the  whole 
of  Europe  ;  and  when  thofe  extra¬ 
ordinary  meafures  are  taken  into 
conlideration  which  have  been 
adopted  to  exclude  the  Britifh  co¬ 
lonial  produce  from  the  European 
market,  it  appears  to  your  commit¬ 
tee  to  be  a  matter  of  evident  and 
imperious  neceffity,  to  refort  to 
fuch  a  fyftem  as,  by  impeding  and 
reflriCling,  and  as  far  as  poffible, 
preventing  the  export  of  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  enemy’s  colonies  from 
the  places  of  its  growth,  {hall  com¬ 
pel  the  continent  to  have  recourfe 
to  the  only  fource  of  fupply  which, 
in  that  event,  would  be  open  to  it9 
As  it  may  be  apprehended  that, 
from  the  adoption  of fuch  meafures, 
difficulties  might  arife  in  that  fe¬ 
te  reourfe,  from  which  the  Well  In¬ 
dies  at  prefent  derive  a  confidera- 
ble  proportion  of  feme  of  their 
fupplies,  your  committee  have 
thought  it  their  duty  to  make  en¬ 
quiry  into  the  refources  in  that  re- 
fped  to  which  recourfe  might  be 
had  in  fuch  an  event.  During  the 
only  period  which  affords  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  fufpenhon  of  that  in¬ 
tercourfe,  the  evidence  concurs  as 
to  the  fad  of  a  fupply  having  been 
obtained  (though  not  without  tem¬ 
porary  and  occalional  inconveni¬ 
ences)  from  a  variety  of  fources 
which  may  reafonably  be  relied 
upon,  in  cafe  of  fuch  neceffity,  at 
the  prefent  moment,  to  a  greater 
amount  than  at  the  former  period. 
From  the  examination  of  perfons 
who,  in  confequence  of  their  reli- 
dence  in  the  Britifh  North-Ame- 
rican  fettlements,  or  extenfive 
commercial  connections  with  them* 
poffefs  the  bell  information  as  to 
their  prefent  and  future  refources, 
there  is  ground  to  believe  that 
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fome  fupply  of  the  principal  arti¬ 
cles  of  lumber  might  be  obtained 
from  thence  immediately,  and  to 
expeCl  that,  with  due  encourage¬ 
ment,  the  quantity  of  that  fupply 
might  be  increafed  to  any  extent. 

The  fupply  of  flour  which  they 
could  at  prefent  afford  to  the  Weft- 
India  market  would  be  fmall,  and 
of  inferior  quality.  They  appear 
to  be  capable  of  affording  a  large 
fupply  of  fi(h,  and  what  deficiency 
might  exift  in  other  articles  of  fait 
provifions,  might  be  made  up  by 
fupplies  from  Europe. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  imprefflon 
which  your  committee  have  re¬ 
ceived,  is,  that  the  trade  now  car¬ 
ried  on  between  the  Britifh  Weft 
Indies  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  is  very  convenient  and 
advantageous  to  the  inhabitants  of 
our  colonies,  and  one  which  they 
could  not  relinquifh  without  effen- 
tial  detriment,  unlefs  it  were  com- 
penfated  by  other  advantages;  but 
that  it  is  not  eflfential  to  their  ex¬ 
igence,  or  equivalent  to  the  difad- 
vantages  of  their  fituation,  in  thofc 
refpe&s  which  your  committee  have 
already  gone  through  in  the  prefent 
ftatement. 

Your  committee  have  briefly 
ftated  the  diftreffed  fituation  of  the 
Weft- India  planter— the  caufes 
which  have  gradually  produced  his 
diftrefs,  which  are  beyond  his  reach 
to  remedy,  and  which  muft  continue 
to  operate  with  increafed  eflfeCl— 
and  having  ftated  fuch  meafures  of 
relief  as  have  been  fuggefted  to 
them,  and  fuch  as,  from  the  beft 
fources  of  information,  appear  moft 
adequate  to  the  end  in  view,  have 
only  to  add,  that  if  thofe  remedies 
are  liable  to  objections  and  difficul¬ 
ties,  there  is,  on  the  other  hand, 
•b*  ftrongeft  concurrent  teftimony 


and  proof,  that  unlefs  fome  fpeedy 
and  efficient  meafures  of  relief  are 
adopted,  the  ruin  of  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  the  planters,  and  of  perfons 
in  this  country,  holding  annuities, 
and  otherwife  dependent  upon  thofe 
properties  for  their  income,  muft 
inevitably  very  foon  take  place, 
which  muft  be  followed  by  the  lofs 
of  a  vaft  capital  advanced  on  fecu- 
rities  in  thofe  countries,  and  by  the 
moft  fatal  injury  to  the  commercial, 
maritime,  and  financial  interefts  of 
Great  Britain. 


Second  Report^,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Expenditure ,  & c.  of 
the  United  Kingdom, 

THE  BANK  OF  ENGLAND. 

The  committee,  appointed  to  exa¬ 
mine  and  confider  what  Regula¬ 
tions  and  Checks  have  been  efta- 
blifhed,  in  order  to  control  the 
feveral  branches  of  the  Public 
Expenditure  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  ;  and  how  far  the 
fame  have  been  effectual ;  and 
what  further  meafures  can  be 
adopted  for  reducing  any  part  of 
the  faid  expenditure,  or  dimi- 
nifhing  the  amount  of  falaries 
and  emoluments,  without  detri¬ 
ment  to  the  public  fervice ; 

D  irected  their  earlieft  enqui¬ 
ries  to  the  management  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  debt,  which  the  committee  on 
finance  in  17971  pointed  out  as  the 
firft  object  under  the  head  of  ex¬ 
penditure,  in  their  XIVth  report® 
The  annual  charge  is  of  no  inconfi- 
derable  magnitude ;  and  the  foU 
lowing  obfervations  are  intended  to 
fhew  how  far  it  may  admit  of  re¬ 
duction. 

The  rate  of  allowance  fettled  in 
*  P  %  17 86^ 
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1786,  has  not  been  varied  fince  ; 
but  no  documents  are  preferred  at 
the  treafury,  or  the  bank;  contain¬ 
ing  any  calculations  upon  which  it 
was  founded.  The  propofal  was 
made  by  Mr.  Pitt,  under  general 
confiderations  of  lS  the  increafed 
amount  of  the  debt/’  and  a  reliance 
on  the  difpolition  of  tl  the  bank  to 
give  every  reafonable  accommoda¬ 
tion  to  the  public. ”  The  time  at 
which  the  agreement  was  con¬ 
cluded,  affording  a  profpeft  of 
continued  peace,  could  prefent  no 
expeftation  of  a  fpeedy  augmenta¬ 
tion  of  the  debt,  much  lefs  of  fuch 
an  augmentation  as  has  fince  been 
incurred. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the 
computation  upon  which  the  bar¬ 
gain  was  concluded,  it  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved  that  theloweft  rate  at  which 
a  part  of  the  debt  was  then  ma¬ 
naged  (being  360I.  per  million) 
was  not  adopted  as  the  ftandard  ; 
and  confequently,  upon  the  annui¬ 
ties  created  in  1786,  an  inconfider- 
able  increafe  of  expenfe  accrued  in 
equalizing  the  whole,  while  upon 
every  other  part  of  the  debt,  a 
large  having  was  effected  by  reduc¬ 
ing  the  allowance  from  562I.  10s. 
to  45 ol.  for  each  million. 

The  management  of  the  public 
funds  differs  fo  materially  in  prac¬ 
tice  from  all  other  mercantile  or 
banking  tranfaftions,  that  it  is  not 
eafy  to  eftablifh  a  fatisfaftory  cri¬ 
terion  for  fixing  the  commiflion  at 
which  fo  extenfive  and  complicated 
a  concern  ought  to  be  conduced  ; 
but  there  are  two  inflances,  the 
fame  in  kind,  and  differing  only  in 
degree,  which  deferve  attention,  as 
they  tend  to  throw  fome  light  upon 
the  f ub  j  eft. 

The  fir  ft  of  thefe  is  that  of  the 
§giitji-fea  company,  which  conti¬ 


nues  to  manage  its  own  portion  of 
the  debt  according  to  the  original 
allowances,  the  arrangements  with 
the  bank  in  1786,  not  having 
been  extended  to  this  company,  a 
circumfiance  which  attracted  the 
notice  of  the  committee  on  finance, 
(XIV.  1 1 .)  who  remarked,  that, 
i(  whether  any  further  reduftion 
can  or  ought  to  be  made  in  this 
rate  of  allowance,”  was  a  point 
t(  for  the  wifdomof  parliament  to 
decide.” 

Upon  the  part  of  the  debt  which 
forms  the  South-fea  flock,  the  rate 
of  charge  is  not  uniform.  The 
proportion  of  5821.  13s.  6d.  to 
each  million,  obtains  with  regard 
to  the  greater  part,  and  the  allow¬ 
ance  upon  the  remainder  bears  the 
proportion  of  562I.  10s.  to  each 
million.  The  whole  expenfe  of 
managing  this  concern  by  the  com¬ 
pany  was,  in  the  year  ending  $tli 
January,  1807,  10,727b  of  which 
3,692b  was  paid  to  the  fub  and 
deputy  governors  and  direftors,  in 
number  twenty-three,  and  4,7351. 
to  the  clerks  and  officers,  in  num¬ 
ber  thirty-fix.  The  fum  annually 
paid  by  the  public  to  the  South-fea 
company,  is  14,713!.  10s.  6d.  and 
about  70b  more  for  fees  and  allow¬ 
ances  to  the  cafhier.  The  propor-. 
tion  which  the  falaries  of  the  clerks 
bears  to  the  whole  expenditure  de- 
ferves  notice,  and  alfo  the  great 
number  of  the  direftors,  almoft 
equal  to  thofe  who  fuperintend  the 
extenfive  bufinefs  of  the  bank. 

The  fecond  example  occurs  in 
the  more  recent  agreement  made 
with  the  bank  of  Ireland,  by  fla- 
tuteqoGeo.  III.  cap.  3  in  which 
the  precife  allowances  then  and 
now  given  to  the  bank  of  England, 
were  fixed  as  the  ftandard  for  ma¬ 
naging  the  Irifh  debt,  though  the 
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debt  of  Ireland  did  not,  in  that 
year,  equal  the  capital  of  the 
South. fea  company,  being  between 
21  and  22  millions. 

The  management  of  the  public 
debt  in  America  may  alfo  afford 
fome  illuftration  of  this  fubjed, 
though  it  differs  in  one  material  re- 
fpeft,  from  the  bufinefs  tranfafted 
by  the  bank  of  England,  inafmuch 
as  the  banks  of  the  United  States 
undertake  merely  the  payment  of 
the  dividends,'  dne  transfers  being 
made  at  the  public  offices  of  the 
government.  Upon  this  account, 
and  from  the  limited  number  of 
ftockholders  (who  do  not  exceed 
1.5,000)  their  trouble,  expenfe,  and 
rifk,  fcarcely  admit  of  comparifon 
with  the  bank  of  England.  The 
American  banks  tranfafl  this  bufi¬ 
nefs  free  of  all  expenfe  to  the  go¬ 
vernment  ;  the  balances  left  in 
their  hands,  which  are  ufed  for 
their  advantage  (like  thofe  depo- 
fited  with  any  private  banker)  be,, 
ing  conhdered  as  a  fufficient  com- 
penfation. — Affuming  as  an  incon¬ 
trovertible  propofition,  applicable 
to  all  mercantile  concerns,  that,  in 
proportion  as  the  fcale  of  bufinefs 
becomes  enlarged,  the  rate  of  com- 
miffion  may  be  reduced,  and  that  a 
moderate  commiffion  upon  a  large 
bufinefs  produces  a  greater  propor¬ 
tionate  profit  than  a  higher  rate 
upon  one  more  confined,  it  is  obvi¬ 
ous  that  a  charge  of  allowance, 
which  may  be  reafonable  upon  20 
Or  25  millions,  becomes  profufe 
and  extravagant  upon  five  or  fix 
hundred  millions. 

The  a&ual  progrefs  of  the  debt 
comes  next  to  be  confidered, 
which,  on  the  5th  January,  17 86, 
was  224,102,424!.  and  the  charges 
of  management  were  then  (accord¬ 
ing  to  the  reduced  fcale  of  allow- 


nces)  100,846!.  On  the  5th  ©fj 
January,  1797,  the  year  in  which 
the  committee  on  finance  reported 
the  principal  of  debt  unredeemed 
was  272,892,444b,  the  charges  of 
management  upon  which,  fo  far 
as  concerned  the  bank,  were 

On  the  5  th  of  January,  1S00, 
the  year  of  the  renewal  of  the 
charter,  the  principal  of  debt  unre¬ 
deemed  was  376,185,801b  and  the 
charges  of  management,  received 
by  the  bank,  were  170,053b 

The  debt  unredeemed  on  the  5  th 
of  January  1807,  was  550,441,314!. 
and  the  charges  of  management, 
received  by  the  bank,  were 
265,818].  to  which  mult  be  added 
5,6871.  on  account  of  the  Auftrian 
loan,  according  to  the  fame  rate  of 
commiffion.  The  allowance  of 
4000I.  towards  the  expences  of  the 
houfe,  and  aifo  the  original  allow¬ 
ance  of  1,898b  on  4,ooo,oooI. 
purchafed  from  the  South-fea  Com¬ 
pany,  are  in  addition  to  the  before- 
mentioned  fums.  The  increafe  in 
the  eflablilh merit  of  the  bank, 
which  has  been  rendered  neceflary 
by  the  progreffive  augmentation  of 
this  branch  of  their  bufinefs,  con- 
fifls  principally  in  a  large  addition 
to  the  number  of  clerks  ;  of  whom 
the  whole  number  employed  in'  the 
public  bufinefs,  exclufively,  or 
principally,  was,  in  1786,  245  ;  in- 
1 796,  313;  and.  in  1807,  450; 
whofe  falaries,  it  is  prefumed,  may 
be  calculated,  at  an  average,  at 
between  120b  and  1 7 ol.  for  each 
clerk;  taking  them  at  135  b, 
which  exceeds  the  average  of  thofe 
employed  in  the  South-fea  houfe, 
the  film  is, 

1.  60,750 

at  150I.  the  fum  is  .  .  .  67,500 

ati7ol.  the  fum  is  .  .  ;  .  76,506 
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either  of  which  laft  two  furcs 
would,  probably  be  fufficient  to 
provide  a  fuperannuation  fund. 
The  very  moderate  falaries  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  governor,  deputy 
governor,  and  direflors,  amount 
to  between  7  and  8,000!.  ;  and 
only  a  part  of  thefe  mull  be  con- 
fidered  as  compenfation  for  the 
trouble  of  fuper  in  tending  the  pub¬ 
lic  bufinefs. 

Incidental  expences  and  fundries 

tnay  be  eftimated  at  about  .  •£  15,00© 
Buildings  additional,  and  repairs, 

at  about  ...........  10,000 

Law  expences,  and  JpfTes  by  frauds 

and  forgeries,  at  about  ....  l©,000 

V/ithout  being  too  minute  in 
endeavouring  to  calculate  what  in- 
creafe  may  have  taken  place  in 
thefe  laft  articles,  of  which  the 
bank  do  not  keep  any  diftinft  ac¬ 
count,  it  is  to  be  noticed  that  the 
whole  increafe  of  the  officers  who 
aflually  tranfadt  the  bufinefs,  in 
the  laft  eleven  years,  is  only  137, 
whofe  annual  expence  may  be 
from  18,449!.  to  23,290b  ;  the 
addition  to  the  other  permanent 
charges  being  probably  about  one- 
half,  or  two  thirds  of  that  furo  ; 
but  that  the  additional  allowance 
for  management  in  the  laft  ten 
years,  is  more  than  155,000b  This 
general  conjectural  eftimate  of  the 
expences  a&ually  incurred  by  the 
bank  exhibit?,  if  it  be  near  the 
truth,  the  charge  which  would 
have  attended  the  management  of 
this  bufinefs  by  government,  if, 
previous  to  the  arrangement  which 
took  filace  in  1786,  it  had  been 
thought  advifeable  to  adopt  the 
fuggeftion,  formerly  made  by  the 
auditors  of  public  accounts,  when 
this  whole  matter  was  referred  to 
them  by  the  treafury. 

Their  report,  already  printed  in 


XIV.  30.  well  deferves  the  coh~ 
ftderation  of  the  houfe  ;  and  par¬ 
ticularly  the  eftimate  they  formed 
of  the  real  value  of  the  fervice, 
which  they  fuppofed  might  be  ex¬ 
ecuted  at  lefs  than  one  third  of 
the  charge  at  that  time  incurred, 
that  is,  at  a  rate  of  allowance  un¬ 
der  187b  1  os.  for  each  million, 
when  the  debt  was  no  larger  that) 
has  been  before  ftated. 

Your  committee,  however  they 
may  approve  the  general  principle 
of  the  reafoning  contained  in  that 
report,  are  far  from  thinking  that 
fuch  a  transfer  of  management 
would  have  been  expedient,  or  de¬ 
ferable  in  itfelf,  being  of  opinion 
that  the  debt  can  be  managed  no 
where  more  commodioufly,  and 
that  it  ought  no  where  to  be  ma¬ 
naged  fo  cheaply,  as  at  the  bank. 

The  committee  on  finance  fo 
far  agreed  with  the  auditors  of  the 
public  accounts,  as  to  intimate  an 
opinion  in  favour  of  the  reduction 
of  the  exifting  rate  of  allowance 
for  managing  the  public  debt. 
They  ftate  “  that  the  bank,  over 
and  above  the  charges  of  manage¬ 
ment,  are  accuftomed  to  receive 
allowances  from  the  public,  at  the 
rate  of  805I.  15s.  iod.  per  mil¬ 
lion,  for  receiving  contributions 
for  loans  ;  and  ioool.  or  fometimes 
more,  for  contributions  to  the 
lottery  ;  and  that  they  have  the 
benefit  of  holding  all  the  money 
for  half-yearly  dividends,  befides 
having  the  cuftody  of  cafh  for  the 
navy  and  army  fervices. 

6e  Upon  reviewing  therefore  thefe 
circumftances  in  the  prefent  times 
(1797),  and  without  queftioning 
the  propriety  of  the  arrangement 
made  in  1786,  when  the  public 
debt  was  fo  much  inferior  in  a- 
raount,  your  committee  cannot  for- 
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bar  to  Hate  it  as  a  queftion  ftill 
deferving  the  attention  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  whether  a  farther  redudion 
of  expence  cannot,  and  ought  not, 
to  be  made  upon  this  branch  of 
public  expenditure  ?” 

Befides  the  management  of  the 
debt,  the  bank  have  large  tranf. 
a&ions  with  the  public,  affording 


a  confiderable  profit  to  the  corpo¬ 
ration  ;  into  the  nature  and  a- 
mount  of  which,  for  the  purpofe 
of  laying  the  whole  matter  before 
the  houfe,  it  is  proper  to  enter. 

The  amount  of  the  feveral 
balances  of  public  money,  lying 
in  their  hands,  are  firft  to  be 
Hated  : 


I.  The  average  balance  of  the  calh  kept  at  the  bank  during  the  three  months  end- 
mg  the  5th  of  January,  1807,  under  the  head  of  cuftoms,  excife,  and  ftamps,  appears  to 


have  been  about  . * .  •  . .  . . .  A457  ,000 

And  under  the  head  of  the  poft-office,  during  feveral  months  in  1807,  in 
which  year  that  account  was  firft:  opened,  about  . .  20,500 


477,500 

2.  The  average  balance  of  fundry  other  accounts,  during  a  fimilar  period 
of  three  months,  to  5th  January,  1807,  viz.  under  the  head  of  paymafter- 
general  of  the  forces,  trealurer  ot  the  navy,  treafurer  of  the  ordnance,  bar- 
rack-mafter-general,  tranfport-office,  agent-general  of  the  volunteers,  trea¬ 
surer  of  Chelfea  hofpital,  furveyor-general  of  woods  and  forefts,  accountant- 
general  of  the  court  of  chancery,  and  commifiioners  for  the  redu£tion  of  the 
fandtax-*- . . . • . * .  *>53r>974 


r  3.  The  average  amount  of  unclaimed  dividends  in  the  hands  of  the  bank, 
during  1806,  appears  to  have  been  . . . . .  1,341,154 

Deduct  the  fum  lent  to  government  on  that  account  without 

intereft  . . . . . . . .  376,739 

- -  96404 1 5 

4.  The  average  balance  during  the  period  of  three  months,  to  5th  January, 

5807,  in  the  hands  of  commifiioners  for  the  reduction  of  the  national  debt, 
arifing  from  the  dividends  received  by  the  commifiioners  on  the  ftock  pur- 

chafed  by  them,  and  from  the  iflue  of  finking  fund  money .  1,488,073 

4,4619  6% 

5.  A  further  balance  ofcafii  toa  very  large  amount,  confifts  offums  lying 
nominally  in  the  exchequer,  which  neverthelefs  adtually  accumulate  for  the 
benefit  of  the  bank,  and  are  for  the  moft  part  applicable  at  the  end  of  each 
quarter,  to  the  payment  of  dividends.  It  is  the  eftablifhed  ulage  at  the 
bank  to  draw  daily  from  the  exchequer  the  feveral  fums  in  queftion  as  they 
accrue,  depofiting  indeed  exchequer  bills  in  return  for  their  own  notes, 
which  are  received  as  money.  This  depofit  is  to  be  considered  limply  as  a 

/fecurity  for  the  public  money  drawn  away,  as  the  growing  intereft  on  the 
exchequer  bills  belongs  entirely  to  the  bank;  and  in  cafe  all  the  exchequer 
bills  poflefied  by  the  bank,  which  they  think  fit  to  apply  to  this  purpofe, 
prove  infufficient  for  the  whole  fum,  the  furplus  remains  in.  the  exchequer 
iu  the  fhape  of  bank-notes. — The  notes  thus  taken  out  of  circulation  amount 
occasionally  to  feveral  millions,  and  by  their  detention  in  the  exchequer, 
both  the  bank  and  the  public  are  placed  in  circumftances  fubftantially  the 
fame  as  if  the  notes  in  queftion  were  carried  to  the  bank,  and  conftituted  a 
balance  due  to  the  public  on  a  depofit  account,  differing  in  no  refpedfs  from 
Other  depofits. 

The  total  amount  of  exchequer  money,  by  which  the  bank  may  thus  have 
profited,  was 

*  p  4  Ik 
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Excheq. 

Bills. 

Bank 

Notes. 

Total  Sum 

In  1806 

Jan.  jo 

2949000 

S00D 

2957000 

Feb.  7 

2745000 

9000 

2754000 

Mar.  7 

47 1 5000 

15300 

4730800 

Do.  28 

6739000 

1 5900 

6754900 

April  24 

4997000 

1 1300 

500^300 

May  23 

5943000 

1017400 

6965400 

June  20 

6009000 

3014800 

9023000 

July  18 

4395000 

1 5600 

4320600 

Aug.  15 

4789000 

1014200 

5803200 

Sept.  12 

4326000 

4515100 

8S41100 

Oft.  10 

5102000 

4019700 

912170a 

Nov.  7 

4270000 

1512800 

5782800 

Dec.  5 

’38  70000 

3007200 

6877200 

Dec.  19 

43  98000 

3012200 

7410200 

.£65162900 

21189000 

86351000 

The  average  amount  of  this  total  fum  is  .  •  • « . .  •  .  •  £6,1.6 7,92^ 

10,629,890 

To  this  fum  may  be  added  a  balance  of  a  temporary  nature,  which  has  re¬ 
mained  for  no  inconfiderable  time  in  the  bank,  on  account  of  the  commff- 
fioners  under  the  convention  with  the  United  States  of  America,  and  which 


is  part  of  6oo,OOol.  originally  depofited  and  gradually  reduced  to .  475,029 

Total  average  balances  . . . 11,104,919 


Your  committee  are  aware,  that  in  thus  exhibiting  average  balances  of 
cafh  in  the  bank,  inftead  of  the  feveral  aftual  balances,  they  may  poflibly  be 
conlidered  as  pvefenting  an  unfair  view  of  the  lubjeft  5  but  it  mull  be  ob¬ 
served',  that  however  fluctuating  many  of  the  individual  balances  may  be,  the 
aggregate  is  never  likely  to  vary  materially  5  and  that  in  particular,  if  the 
balances  of  exchequer  money,  which  are  moderate  in  the  early  part  of  each 
quarter,  and  extremely  large  towards  the  conclufion  of  it,  are  compared  with 
the  balances  of  the  commiflioners  for  the  finking  fund,  and  thofe  on  ac¬ 
count  of  unpaid  dividends,  both  of  which  are  large  in  the  beginning  of  each 
quarter,  and  fmall  towards  the  end,  the  aggregate  fum  under  thefe  principal 
heads  will  be  found  to  furnifh  a  ftationary  balance  of  a  mod  important 
amount.  The  documents  from  the  bank,  and  the  exchequer,  which  could 
conveniently  be  furnifhed,  do  not  afford  an  exaft  Itatement  of  the  whole 
actual  balance  of  public  money  in  the  hands  of  the  bank,  on  any  great  num¬ 
ber  of  feparate  and  given  days  ;  they,  however,  give  the  following  refults, 
viz.  that  on  the  11th  of  Oftober,  1806,  the  time  immediately  preceding  the 
payment  of  the  dividends,  the  fum  in  the  hands  of  the  bank,  under  the  firfl: 
mentioned  head,  of  cuitoms,  &c.  was . .  .  *76,974 

Under  the  lecond  head,  of  paymafter-general,  &c.  ••••••  1,378,900 

Under  the  third  head,  of  unclaimed  dividends,  on  9th 

Oft. . . . . . . . .  1,033,175 

Deduft  376,739 

■ -  656,436 

Under  the  fourth  head,  of  the  commiflioners  for  the  finking 
fund,  Oft.  11.  . 389,197 

And  under  the  fifth  head,  of  exchequer  money,  they  were, 
on  the  ioth  pf  October,  being  the  day  on  which  the  exchequer 

monthly  accounts  were  made  up  . . 9,121,700 

*  ■■■—  -  so, 16 7,333 

Making 


i 
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Making  the  total  on  the  9th,  10th,  and  nth  of  O&ober,  1806 
To  which  if  the  money  veiled  in  the  American  commif- 

fioaers  be  added  •  •  •  . . .  .  . . ............... 

The  total  adlual  balances  will  be  . . . 


475>029 

12,198,23(1 


They  alfo  fhew,  that  or}  the  ill  of  November,  a  period  of 
about  three  weeks  fubfequent  to  the  payment,  of  the  dividends, 

the  balances  under  the  firll  head  of  cuftoms,  &c.  were  . . .  . 

Under  the  fecond,  of  paymafter,  &c.  . . . . . 

Under  the  third,  of  unclaimed  dividends  . . l>559>144 

Dedudl  as  before  . . * . . . .  3 76,739 

t  "  "  11  ™ 

1,183,405 

Under  the  fourth  head,  of  finking  fund  ..............  A  3,217,171 

And,  under  the  fifth,  of  exchequer  money,  they  were,  No¬ 
vember  7,  the  day  oh  which  the  exchequer  monthly  accounts 
were  made  up  (being  4,270,0001.  excheq,  bills,  and  1,517,0001. 
banknotes)  . . . .  5,782,800 


608,133 

1,356,051 


Money  of  American  commifiloners 


Making  the  total  adlual  balances  on  the  ill  and  7th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1806  . . , . . . .  - . . 


They  alfo  fhew  that, 

On  Dec.  1,  1806,  cuftoms,  &c.  were 

On  29th  Nov.  pay-mafter,  &c.  * . 

On  Dec.  1,  unclaimed  dividends . 

Deduft  . . . 


On  the  29th  November,  finking  fund 

Dec.  ,  exchequer  bills  . ..... 

JBank  notes . - —  ...... 


3870,000 

3,007,200 


1,173,129 

*  376,739 

796,390 


9,182,37$ 

11,148,160 

475,029 


11,623,189 


954>73S 

i*403»ISi 


-6,877,200 


Together  . ■ 

Money  of  American  commiifioners 


9,185,405 

IU543.295 

475>°29 


Total  12,018,324 


'  They  alfo  fhew  that, 

On  8th  Nov.  cuftoms,  &c.  were  •  » . . 

Oh  Do.  Paymafter,  &c.  •  . . .  .  . . . . 

On  Do.  unclaimed  dividends,  probably  • » » 
Dedudt . . . . 


•  •  •  0  4  9/  «  4  ©  ®  >  i 


On  Do.  finking  fund 
yth  Nov.  exchequer  : 
Exchequer  bills  ......... 

Bank  Notes  .  . .  .* . 


1,460,000 

376,739 

1,080,261 

2,116,363 


587 ,904 


6,427,000  I 

1,512,800!  5»78?,8oo 


8»982,424 


Money  ©f American commiffioners ♦••«««,». 


Together 


Total 


.£10,986,171 
■  473*029 

11,461,20  o 
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It  thus  appears  that  the  aggregate  a&ual  balances,  in  four  different  periods  of  the 
quarter  ending  J  inuary  5,  1807,  fo  far  as  thefe  balances  can  be  Abated,  fluctuated  only 
between  the  iujms  of 

10,986,171?  and  f  11,723,207 
475,029  i  l  475>°29 

11,461,200  12,198,236 


The  excefs  of  the  aCtual  ba¬ 
lances  of  this  period  above  the 
average  balances  before  ftated,  a- 
rifes  from  the  circumflance  of  its 
having  been  thought  proper,  in 
ftating  thofe  average  balances,  to 
fbr'm  the  eftimate  of  the  average 
oath  in  the  exchequer  from  an 
account  of  the  whole  year. 

The  magnitude  of  thefe  balan¬ 
ces,  and  of  the  profit  which  muff 
be  derived  from  them  (a  profit 
which  is  likely  to  enereafe  during 
the  war,  but  which  may  be  fubjeCt 
to  diminution  on  the  return  of 
peace)  has  attracted  the  attention 
of  your  committee  no  lefs  than 
that  of  the  allowance  of  the  man¬ 
agement  of  the  national  debt.  The 
annual  interefl:  calculated  upon 
them,  amounts  to  between  5  and 
6©o,oool.  In  the  cafe  of  a  pri¬ 
vate  banker,  floating  balances 
cannot  be  confidered  as  productive 
of  a  profit  equal,  or  nearly  equal, 
to  the  whole  interefl  upon  them  ; 
becaufe,  both  the  charges  of  the 
management  of  the  concern,  and 
the  interefl  loll  by  maintaining  the 
flock  of  ready  money  deemed  ne- 
ceflary  for  fecuring  the  punctuality 
of  current  payments,  operate  large¬ 
ly  in  diminution  of  fuch  profit  ; 
but  in  the  cafe  of  the  bank  of  Eng¬ 
land,  the  charges  belonging  to 
their  banking  tranfaClions  with 
government  muft  evidently  be 
fmall  in  comparifon  with  the  pro¬ 
fit  of  thofe  ex tenfive  tranfadUons, 
The  aggregate  balances  of  public 


money,  in  the  hands  of  the  bank, 
have  been  {hewn  to  admit  of  no 
great  fluctuations  ;  nor  do  they 
require  to  be  provided  for  (efpe- 
ciaily  at  the  prefent  period)  by 
means  of  a  flock  of  unproductive 
money,  the  notes  of  the  bank  it- 
felf  being  employed  to  meet  any 
fuch  occafion. 

Your  committee  therefore  are 
inclined  to  confider  a  fum  equal  to 
5  per  cent,  interefl,  on  the  average 
balances  in  queftion,  to  be  not  far 
from  the  amount  of  the  profits 
arifing  from  this  fource.  Thefe 
profits  undoubtedly  are  intermixed 
with  the  other  profits  of  the  bank, 
but  their  general  amount  may, 
without  difficulty,  be  diftinguifhed 
and  afeertained.  Excepting  the 
fum  gained  by  the  management  of 
the  public  debt,  and  of  loans  and 
lotteries,  a!nd  by  trade  in  bullion, 
the  whole  gain  of  the  bank  mull 
obvioufly  confift  of  interefl  on  vari¬ 
ous  fums  lent ;  and  the  amount  of 
the  daily  interefl  fo  accruing,  muft 
neceffarily  bear  an  exaCl  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  total  daily  amount  of 
the  feveral  funds  in  their  hands, 
deduction  being  made  for  that  part 
only,  which  is  kept  invefted  in 
cafh  and  bullion,  thefe  being  the 
only  unproductive  articles  of  any 
moment  in  which  their  funds  can 
be  employed.  But  as  fome  doubts 
may  be  excited  by  the  annexed 
evidence,  refpeCting  the  productive 
quality  of  fome  of  thefe  balances,  it 
feenw  proper  to  enter  fully  into  the 

fubje&s 
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fubjeft ;  in  doing  which,  the  cir- 
cumftances  which  accompany  and 
follow  each  augmentation  of  the 
government  balances  mull  be  mi- 

O' 

nutely  detailed. 

Whenever  an  addition  is  made 
to  the  amount  of  thefe  balances,  it 
is  effe&ed  in  general  by  a  payment 
into  the  bank  of  their  own  notes,. 
The  poles  fo  paid  in  are  cancelled. 
Thus  a  reduffion  takes  place  in 
the  circulating  notes,  and  thefe 
notes  are  a  fund,  which  fupplies, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  govern* 
ment  balances,  the  means  of  lend¬ 
ing  at  intereft.  Every  fuch  re¬ 
duction  of  notes,  however,  mud 
be  confiaered  as  temporary,  be- 
caufe  the  maintenance  of  the  cir¬ 
culating  bank  paper  at  the  accuff 
£omed,  or  nearly  the  accuftomed 
point,  is  felt  by  the  bankers  and 
merchants  of  the  metropolis  to  be 
neceffary  to  the  regularity  of  cur, 
rent  payments.  Bills  of  exchange 
are  therefore  offered  to  the  bank 
to  be  difcounted,  in  fuch  quantity 
as  to  reftore  the  amount  or  nearly 
the  amount  of  notes  cancelled  by 
means  of  any  increafe  of  balances, 
unlefs  the  bank  itfelf,  by  deliver* 
ing  out  notes  in  payment  for  ex¬ 
chequer  bills  which  they  may  have 
bought,  or  for  loans  to  govern, 
ment,  (hould  have  rendered  the 
application  for  additional  difcounts 
unneceffary.  This  application  for 
additional  difcounts,  on  the  occa- 
fion  of  an  increafe  of  balances, 
muft  indeed  ordinarily  precede  fuch 
increafe,  and  furnifti  the  means  of 
effecting  it. 

That  the  great  augmentation  of 
government  balances,  which  has 
taken  place  fince  the  year  1797$ 
(an  augmentation  amounting  pro¬ 
bably  to  feven  or  eight  millions,) 
feas  not  permanently  diminiihed  the 


notes  in  circulation,  is  prcv  y 
the  annexed  account  of  notes 
circulation  between  the  7m  ot 
February,  1795,  and  the  ift  of 
February,  1807,  by  which  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  the  notes,  exclufive  of 
1  and  2  pound  notes,  were. 

On  7  Feb.  1795  .  .  „  12,870,500 
6  Feb.  1796  .  .  .  11,215,000 
An4  on  j  Feb.  1806  .  .  .  32,856,770 

And  1  Feb.  1806  .  .  .  1^333,430 

The  fluctuation  in  thofe  is 
years  {with  the  exception  of  a 
Ihort  period  preceding  the  fuff 
penfion  of  the  cafli  payments) 
was  only  between  the  Turns  of 
11,589,3801.  and  13,845,800!. 
to  which  laft  mentioned  fum  they 
amounted  on  the  25th  of  January, 
1801,  a  period  not  long  fubfe-* 
quent  to  the  day  of  paying  the 
dividends,  when  a  more  than  or¬ 
dinary  iffue  of  paper  muff  be  fup- 
pofed  to  have  taken  place.  Since 
therefore  each  augmentation  of  the  * 
government  balances,  though  it 
may  be  at  firft  attended  by  a  di¬ 
minution  of  bank  paper,  is  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  proportionate  re-iffue 
of  that  paper,  and  fince,  in  return 
for  the  paper  fo  re-iffued,  ad¬ 
ditional  bills  are  difeounred,  addi. 
tionai  exchequer  bills  are  bought, 
or  additional  loans  are  furnilhed 
to  government,  (all  articles  equal, 
ly  yielding  intereft,)  it  follows 
that  thofe  additions  which  are 
made  to  the  balances  muft  be  con- 
fidered  as  producing  a  correfpond- 
ing  increafe  of  intereft.  The  pro¬ 
portion  will  be  e\a£i,  whenever 
the  notes  fupprelled  are  exactly 
reftored,  prpvided  the  quantity  of 
calh  and  bullion  continues  precifely 
the  fame. 

Whether  the  calh  and  bullion 
in  the  bank  have  been  augmented 

fince 


S20  *  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1807. 


fince  the  fame  period  of  1797,  and,' 
if  augmented,  whether  in  a  mate¬ 
rial  degree,  on  the  ground  of  the 
inereafed  magnitude  of  the  balan¬ 
ces  due  from  the  bank  to  the  govern¬ 
ment,  is  a  quedion  into  which 
your  committee  cannot,  from  want 
of  documents,  particularly  enter. 
They  conceive,  however,  that  if 
an  augmentation  of  the  cafh  and 
bullion  be  admitted,  it  mud  be 
confidered  as  principally  intended 
to  meet  any  demand  to  which  the 
bank  may  be  expofed  by  its  cir¬ 
culating  paper,  and  efpecially  as  a 
provifion  for  the  payment  of  their 
one  and  two  pound  notes,  the  cir¬ 
culation  of  which  may  ceafe  when¬ 
ever  the  bank  fhall  have  refumed 
its  payments  in  cafh. 

In  the  evidence  upon  this  part 
of  the  fubjedd,  it  is  admitted,  that 
the  notes  of  the  bank  are  produc¬ 
tive  of  profit  :  but  it  appears  to  be 
affumed,  that  the  government  ba¬ 
lances  are  only  fo  in  proportion  as 
they  tend  to  augment  the  amount 
of  notes  ;  whereas  your  committee 
are  fully  perfuaded  that  both  ba¬ 
lances  and  notes,  are  and  mud  ne- 
ceflarily  be,  productive. 

The  funds  of  the  bank,  which 
are  the  fources  of  profit,  and  which 
con dit ute  the  nieafure  of  the  fum 
they  have  to  lend,  (fubjeft  only 
to  a  deduction  on  account  of  cafh 
and  bullion,)  may  be  clafled  under 
three  heads. 

Fird,  the  fum  received  from 
their  proprietors  as  capital,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  favings  which 
have  been  added  to  it. 

Secondly,  the  fum  received  from 
perfons  keeping  cafh  at  the  bank. 
This  fum  confids  of  the  balances 
on  the  depofit  accounts  both  of 
government  and  of  individuals. 
In  1797 ,  this  fund,  including  all 


the  balances  of  individuals,  was  on¬ 
ly  5,130, 1 40L  The  prelent  govern¬ 
ment  balances  alone  have  been  al¬ 
ready  dated  at  between  eleven  and 
twelve  millions,  including  bank¬ 
notes  de  pod  ted  in  the  exchequer. 

Thirdly,  the  fum  received  in 
return  for  notes  put  into  c.rcuia- 
tion.  A  correfocmding  value  lor 
every  note  mud  originally  have 
been  given,  and  the  value  thus 
given  for  notes  conditutes  one 
part  of  the  general  fund  to  be  lent 
at  intered.  A  note-holder,  in¬ 
deed,  does  not  differ  effentially 
from  a  perfon  to  whom  a  balance  is 
due.  Both  are  creditors  of  the 
bank,  the  one  holding  a  note  which 
is  the  evidence  of  the  debt  due  to 
him,  the  other  having  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  an  entry  in  the  ledger  of 
the  bank.  The  fum  at  all  times 
running  at  intered  will  be  in  exaft 
proportion  to  the  amount  of  thefe 
three  funds  combined,  deduction 
being  made  for  the  value  of  cafh 
and  bullion. 

Under  the  three  heads  above- 
mentioned,  fird,  of  capital  and 
favings  ;  fecondly,  balances  of  de¬ 
pofit  accounts  ;  and  thirdly,  notes 
in  circulation  ;  all  the  fums  are 
dated  which  the  bank  would  have 
to  difeharge  in  the  event  of  the 
winding  up  of  their  affairs  ;  and 
they  mud  of  courfe  have  aflets. 
fufficient  and  available  for  this 
purpofe,  which  aflets  can  only  con- 
fid  of  cafh  and  bullion,  and  fecu- 
rities  for  money  lent. 

In  whatever  degree  therefore 
any  one  of  the  fit  ft  three  mention¬ 
ed  items,  namely,  capital,  depo- 
fits,  or  notes,  increafe,  the  other 
two  remaining  fixed,  in  the  fame 
degree  mud  the  fum  running  at  in¬ 
tered  increafe,  provided  the  cafh 
and  bullion  do  not  vary  ;  and  this 

adaption 
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adaptation  of  the  fum  at  intereft 
to  the  amout  of  the  balances,  may 
be  prefumed  to  take  place  without 
any  particular  cognizance  of  the 
fubjed  by  thediredors,  who  make 
a  profitable  ufe  of  the  balances, 
by  confenting  fo  far  to  fatisfy 
the  current  demands  for  difcount, 
or  by  making  fuch  loans  to  go¬ 
vernment,  or  buying  fuch  num¬ 
ber  of  exchequer  bills,  or  other 
fecurities,  as  may  fuffice  to  main¬ 
tain  in  circulation  the  accultomed 
quantity  of  notes. 

It  is  impoffible  therefore  to  ad¬ 
mit,  that  the  bank  have  no  means 
©f  placing  out  at  intereft  the 
whole  of  the  large  fums  which 
conftitute  the  government  ba¬ 
lances.  Thofe  balances  are  lent  at 
intereft,  becaufe  a  demand  for 
loans  to  this  extent  cannot  fail  to 
arife  out  of  the  natural  demand 
for  the  accuftomed  quantity  of 
notes.  The  bank  have  no  pro¬ 
perty  of  any  moment  lying  dead, 
eafh  and  bullion  excepted  :  they 
pofTefs  indeed  property  in  build¬ 
ings,  but  thefe  are  ftated  in  the 
evidence  to  have  been  paid  for  as 
they  were  ereded,  out  of  their 
current  profits,  and  conftitute  no 
article  in  their  accounts.  Un- 
lefs,  therefore,  they  have  a  fum 
at  intereft  applicable,  together 
with  the  cafh  and  bullion,  to  the 
purpofe  of  anfvvering  the  demands 
of  thofe  who  have  depofits  in  their 
hands,  they  have  not  abets  necef- 
fary  to  fatisfy  the  three  clafles  of 
claimants  which  have  been  men¬ 
tioned. 

Your  committee  cannot  allow 
the  validity  of  an  argument  which 
is  to  be  found  in  the  evidence, 
againft  the  profit  derived  from  the 
balances,  that  the  bank  do  not 
wifo  to  enlarge,  the  finale  of  their 


bufinefs,  and  that  it  is  their  cuf- 
tom  to  fupprefs,  rather  than  en¬ 
courage,  the  demand  for  their 
notes,  nor  can  it  be  admitted  as  a 
general  proportion,  that  their 
notes  form  the  criterion  of  their 
profits.  Since  thefe  balances  are 
placed  in  their  hands  without  in¬ 
tereft,  and  are  then  lent  out  at  in¬ 
tereft,  they  muft  unqueftionably  be 
confidered  as  enlarging  the  fcale, 
not  merely  of  their  bufinefs,  but 
of  their  profits.  That  the  amount 
of  notes  is  one  criterion,  and  is  a 
moil  important  fource  of  their  pro- : 
fits,  is  undoubtedly  true,  but  it  is 
equally  true  that  the  amount  of 
balances  is  another  ;  and  although  • 
the  careful  limitation  of  the  cir¬ 
culating  paper  is  an  ad  of  pru¬ 
dence,  the  balances  cannot  be  con¬ 
fidered  as  affeded  by  fuch  limita¬ 
tion  ;  nor  can  it  be  inferred,  from 
the  propriety  of  limiting  the 
paper,  that  there  exifts  any  fimilar 
occafion  for  reftriding  the  other 
branches  of  the  bufinefs  of  the 
bank. 

The  produ&ive  quality  of  the  floating 
balances  is'  confirmed  by  a  ftatement 
prefented  by  the  bank  itfelf  to  the  fecret 
committee  of  the  houfe  of  lords  in  1797, 
(page  132).  From,  whence  it  appears# 
that  the  bank-notes  were,  on  the  25th  of 

February,  1797  _ . £8,640,850 

And  the  “  drawing  accounts, 

(or  depofit  accounts)  and 
“  audit  roll”  (or  unclaimed 

dividends,  Sec.) .  5,140,130 

And  the  “  furplus”  (or  undi¬ 
vided  profit  of  the  bank) 
which  was  of  the  nature  of 
additional  capit  al . 3,826,890 

Making  together*  ••  •  17,597,280 

This  debit  fide  of  the  account 
exhibited  the  total  fum  due  both 
to  the  bank  proprietors  and  others 
on  the  25th  of  February,  1797* 
with  the  exception  of  i 1,686,800b 

capital 
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capital  lent  to  government,  which 
was  adverted  to  only  at  the  foot 
<of  the  flatemeot.  The  credit  fide 
of  the  account  enumerated  the  ef¬ 
fects  (amounting  to  the  fame  fum 
of  i  7,597j28o1.)  applicable  to  the 
payment  of  that  debt. 

Thefeaffetswere  ftatedto  confift 
of  f(  advances  on  government  fe- 
curities,”  viz.  “  onlandandmalt,5, 
on  “  exchequer  bills.  Sic.3*  Ci  bills 
difcounted,  fkc.”  and  “cafh  and 
bullion.”  Suppofing  therefore  the 
amount  of  furplus  capital  and  bank 
notes  on  the  debit  fide,  and  the 
cafh.  and  bullion  on  the  credit  fide, 
to  continue  ftationary,  the  amount 
of  the  other  articles  on  the  credit 
fide  (all  of  them  articles  producing 
intereft),  mull  neceffarily  fluctuate 
in  exa&  correfpondence  with  every 
fluctuation  of  the  depofits  ;  and  in 
cafe  another  flatement,  formed  in 
the  fame  manner  as  that  prefented 
in  1797,  were  now  to  be  made 
out,  the  fum  of  8,640,2501.  of 
notes  having  been  augmented  to 
16,621,3901.  and  the  fum  of 
5>  1 30,000!.  of  depofits  having 
rifen  probably  to  about  13  or  14 
millions,  there  would  unqueilion- 
ably  be  an  increafe  of  about  16 
or  17  millions  running  at  intereft 
to  be  ftated  on  the  other  fide,  de¬ 
ducing  whatever  may  have  been 
added  to  the  calh  and  bullion  fi nee 
February  1797.— The  annual  and 
temporary  bonus  of  five  per  cent, 
which  the  bank  have  for  forne  fuc- 
ceffive  years  added  to  their  accuf- 
tomed  dividends  of  feven  per  cent, 
and  the  recent  augmentation  of 
their  regular  dividends  to  ten  per 
cent,  exclufive  of  property  tax  ; 
the  rife  alfo  of  the  market  price 
of  their  flock,  which  having  fold 
in  1800  from  156I.  to  17  2I.  per 
cent,  now  fells  at  230I.  are  flrong 


circumfl ances  in  confirmation  of 
the  large  increafe  of  their  profits. 
This  increafe  cannot  be  accounted 
for  by  any  material  augmentation 
of  the  advantages  derived  from  the 
management  of  their  own  capital, 
nor  from  that  part  of  their  bufi- 
nefs  which  they  tranfaft  as  bank¬ 
ers  to  individuals,  (a  part  indeed 
at  all  times  comparatively  fmall 
in  its  amount)  ;  for  although  the 
number  of  perfons  having  accounts 
open  with  the  bank,  has  been 
lately  much  increafed,  the  floating 
balances  on  thofe  accounts  are 
known  to  be  in  general  very  fmall, 
moll  of  the  accounts  being  kept 
open  only  for  the  fake  of  the  op¬ 
portunity  which  they  afford  of 
borrowing  in  the  way  of  difeount* 
The  extenfien  either  of  loans  to 
government,  or  of  difeounts  to  the 
merchants,  or  of  both,  is  the  ne- 
ceffary  efxeT  of  the  augmentation 
of  the  government  depofits,  and  it 
is  to  the  largenefs  of  thefe  depofits 
that  the  increafed  profits  ought  to 
be  referred. 

The  gain  which  the  bank  have 
derived  from  the  iffue  of  one  and 
two  pound  notes,  amounting  to 
4,287,960k  on  the  1  ft  of  Febru¬ 
ary  laft,  may  be  expected  to  ceafe 
whenever  the  payment  of  cafh 
fhall  have  been  refumed. 

The  next  point  to  be  confidered 
is  whether  any  of  the  public  ba¬ 
lances  may  fafely  admit  of  dimi¬ 
nution  ?  Thofe  under  the  firft  head, 
namely,  the  balances  which  are 
lodged  in  the  bank  by  officers  in 
the  receipt  of  revenue,  which 
make  weekly  payments  of  their 
cafh  into  the  exchequer,  evidently 
admit  of  no  redu&ion. 

Some  few  of  the  balances  under 
the  fecond  bead,  which  belong  to 
offices  of  large  expenditure,  may 

perhaps 
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perhaps  be  diminifhed  by  the  more 
careful  application  of  an  economi- 
cal  principle  lately  introduced, 
that  of  occafionally  furnifhing  to 
the  heads  of  certain  offices,  ex¬ 
chequer  bills  inftead  of  money, 
which  bills  are  fold  in  the  market 
in  the  quantities,  and  at  the  times 
which  the  immediate  occafions  of 
the  office  require,  and  therefore 
diminifh  the  neceffity  of  maintain¬ 
ing  large  balances  in  cafh. 

The  balances  in  the  bank,  under 
the  third  head,  of  unclaimed  divi¬ 
dends,  appear  to  your  committee  to 
admit  of  redudiion.  Thefe  ba¬ 
lances  have  been  already  reprefent- 
ed  as  lefs  by  376,739k  than  the 
grofs  amount  at  which  they  are 
given  by  the  bank,  becaufe,  in 
confequence  of  the  adt  pafled  in 
1791,  c.  33,  that  fum  remains  in 
the  poffeffion  of  the  public,  out  of 
the  500,000k  advanced  nominally 
by  the  bank,  but  really  taken  out 
of  the  unclaimed  dividends,  which 
were  then,  for  the  firft  time, 
brought  under  the  notice  of  par¬ 
liament  and  made  applicable  to 
the  public  fervice.  It  feems  to 
have  been  an  unintentional  omif- 
fion  in  framing  that  ftalute,  that 
no  provifion  was  made  for  making 
ap  deficiencies  to  the  public,  as 
well  as  to  the  bank,  whenever  the 
whole  fum  of  fuch  unclaimed  divi¬ 
dends  might  rife  above,  as  well  as 
whenever  it  fhould  fall  below  the 
ilipulated  amount  of  6oo,oool. ; 
and  if  it  fhould  be  judged  expedi¬ 
ent  to  continue  and  purfue  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  that  adl,  it  fhould  be 
amended  with  a  view  to  this  ob- 
jedt ;  and  the  ufual  amount  of  un¬ 
claimed  dividends  being  ascertain¬ 
ed,  it  may  be  fit  to  apply  to  the 
public  fervice  according  to  the 
lame  regulations,  whatever  may 


probably  be  the  furplus  above  the 
I00,oook  which  was  intended  ac 
all  times  to  remain  in  the  bank. 
The  fum,  which,  on  the  fcore  of 
thofe  dividends,  may  be  now  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  public  fervice,  is  cer¬ 
tainly  not  lefs  than  428,261k  in 
addition  to  the  376,739k  making 
in  all  800,000k  The  unclaimed 
dividends  in  the  hands  of  the  bank,- 
amounted  at  that  period  of  the 
year  1806,  at  which  they  were  the 
lowed,  namely,  on  the  8th  of  July, 
t®  986,573k  and  at  the  lowed  pe¬ 
riod  of  fome  antecedent  years, 
they  have  not  fallen  below 
900,000!.  The  following  mode 
of  diminifhing  the  cafh  balances 
under  the  fourth  head  (of  the  com- 
miffioners  for  the  reduction  of  the 
national  debt),  and  under  the  fift4i 
head  (of  exchequer  money),  has 
fuggefted  itfelf  to  your  committee. 

A  large  part  of  the  fum  in  the 
exchequer  is  deftined  to  be  paid  on 
the  four  quarter-days  to  the  com- 
miffioners  for  reducing  the  national 
debt,  for  dividends  on  redeemed 
debt  Handing  in  their  names,  and 
for  finking  fund  ;  and  the  fum  fo 
received  by  the  commiffioners 
(amounting  now  to  above  two  mil¬ 
lions  quarterly),  is  employed  in 
the  purchafe  of  Hock  in  equal  por¬ 
tions  on  all  the  transfer  days  of  the 
fucceeding  quarter.  It  feems  ex¬ 
pedient,  that  to  a  portion  of  this 
fum  an  economical  principle  fhould 
be  applied.  It  may  be  inferred 
from  the  paper  inferted  in  the  ap¬ 
pendix,  and  from  the  annexed  evi¬ 
dence,  that  by  the  middle  of  each 
quarter  a  fum  of  more  than  on® 
million  is  always  nominally  in  the 
exchequer,  and  adlually  in  the 
Bank,  \vhich  is  applicable  at  the 
end  of  the  quarter  to  the  purpofe  of 
paying  t^ie  fum  then  due  to  the 
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commiffioners  for  reducing  the  na¬ 
tional  debt.  Your  committee, 
therefore,  recommend  that  the 
fum  of  about  one  million  fhould  be 
iflued  in  the  middle  of  the  next,  or 
of  fome  fubfequent  quarter,  to  the 
commiffioners,  to  be  applied  by 
them  to  the  objeCt  of  buying  up 
ftock  in  the  courfe  of  fome  fucceed- 
Tng  months,  in  addition  to  the  re¬ 
gular  and  accuftomed  purchafes. 
The  means  of  carrying  on  the  regu¬ 
lar  purchafes  will  be  furnilhed  by 
ifluing  to  the  commiffioners,  on  the 
quarter-day  fubfequent  to  the  iffue 
of  the  million,  a  fum  lefs  by  one 
million  than  that  which  would  have 
been  paid  to  them  according  to  the 
accuftomed  courfe,  and  by  ifluing 
a  further  million  fix  weeks  after 
that  quarter-day,  by  which  time 
the  exchequer  will  be  able  to  fup- 
ply  it.  Afluming  that  the  fame 
mode  of  ifluing  all  fums  due  to  the 
commiffioners  at  half-quarterly,  in- 
ftead  of  quarterly  periods,  may 
continue,  the  effect  of  the  propofed 
meafure  will  be  to  give,  in  the 
year  in  which  it  is  to  take  place,  a 
clear  million  fterling  to  the  finking 
fund,  by  the  application  of  which, 
in  that  year,  annuities  amounting 
to  nearly  500,000!.  per  annum 
may  be  bought  up,  the  other  ope¬ 
rations  of  the  finking  fund  continu¬ 
ing  precifely  as  before.  In  confe- 
quence  of  the  application  of  this 
extra  million  to  the  extinction  of 
debt,  there  muft  be  a  reduction  of 
one  million  in  all  future  balances 
of  the  exchequer  money  in  the 
bank,  during  the  laft  fix  weeks  of 
every  quarter,  and  a  fimilar  re¬ 
duction  in  the  future  balances  of 
the  commiffioners  for  the  reduction 
of  the  national  debt  lodged  in  the 
bank  during  the  firlt  fix  weeks  of 
avery  quarter,  A  reduction  .to  this 


extent  is  practicable  at  prefent,  and 
a  further  reduction  may,  on  fimilar 
principles,  be  made  at  any  future 
period,  when  the  increafed  amount 
of  the  finking  fund,  and  of  the  ba¬ 
lances  of  cafti  in  the  hands  of  the 
commiffioners,  fhall  afford  fimilar 
reafons  for  repeating  the  fame  ope¬ 
ration.  By  this  anticipation,  the 
exchequer  money  deftined  to  pay 
the  fum  due  to  the  commiffioners  of 
the  finking  fund,  would  not  be  di¬ 
verted  from  its  original  purpofe, 
but  a  portion  of  it  would  be  appli¬ 
ed  fomewhat  earlier  to  that  very 
objeCt,  and  in  addition  to  the  ori¬ 
ginal  fum,  and  the  public  creditor 
muft  unqueftionably  be  benefited 
by  fuch  an  augmentation  of  the 
finking  fund. 

If  the  preceding  propofition 
fliould  be  deemed  liable  to  objec¬ 
tion  on  account  of  the  preference, 
fo  far  as  refpefts  one  million,  which 
is  propofed  to  be  given  to  the  com¬ 
miffioners  for  the  finking  fund, 
over  the  general  body  of  ftock- 
holders,  the  objection  may  be  re¬ 
moved,  by  giving  to  the  ftock- 
holders  a  preference  to|which  they 
are  not  now  entitled,  as  a  compen- 
fation,  empowering  them  to  receive 
on  the  quarter-day  the  whole  of 
their  dividends  on  ftock,  antece¬ 
dently  to  the  iffue  of  any  dividends 
on  the  ftock  of  the  commiffioners. 

Such  being  the  general  ftate  of 
the  connection  between  the  public 
and  the  bank,  it  becomes  an  objeft 
of  confideration,  in  the  laft  place, 
what  have  been  the  tranfaCtions 
between  them  fince  the  year  1786  ? 
Thefe  are,  firft,  theftatuteof  1791$ 
fecondly,  the  renewal  of  the  charter 
in  1  800  ;  and  thirdly,  the  agree¬ 
ment  for  the  loan  of  3,000,000!. 
in  1  806. 

Firft)'  The  aft  of  1791,  c.^35, 

authorise 
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authorized  the  bank  to  advance 
500,000k  without  intereft,  for  the 
fervice  of  the  public,  which  came 
in  fad,  as  has  been  already  ex¬ 
plained,  out  of  the  unclaimed  di¬ 
vidends,  but  in  confequence  of  the 
fecond  claufe  for  repayment,  in 
cafe  of  a  deficiency,  the  fum  re¬ 
maining  in  the  hands  of  the  public, 
is  not  more  than  376,739k  there 
being  no  provifion  for  increafing  it 
after  the  diminution  had  once  taken 
place.  It  was  a  further  enactment 
of  this  ftatute,  that  the  allowance 
for  managing  the  debt  Ihould  con¬ 
tinue  at  the  rate  of  450k  per  mil¬ 
lion  ;  and  it  is  obfervable,  that  this 
is  the  only  ftatute  which  contains 
any  diftind  ftipulation  upon  that 
point. 

The  committee  on  Finance  in 
1797  diftinguilhed  the  debt  created 
fubfequent  101791,  from  that  which 
is  within  the  obligation  of  this  ad, 
remarking  exprefsly,  that  “  Since 
that  year  the  cafe  is  different,  and 
no  fuch  ftipulationsexift.  All  the 
fubfequent  loan  ads,  and  thofe  for 
funding  exchequer,  navy,  and  vic¬ 
tualling  bills,  have  left  the  con- 
trad  open,  referving  a  power  to 
the  treafuvy  to  make  any  fuch 
compenfation  as  fhould  be  reafon- 
able.” 

Secondly,  by  the  ad  40  Geo. 
III.  c.  28.  the  bank  charter  was 
continued  until  ift  Auguft  1833, 
on  condition  of  three  millions  being 
advanced  for  the  public  fervice, 
without  intereft:  for  fix  years  end¬ 
ing  5 fh  April  1806:  the  foie  right 
of  banking  as  a  corporate  body, 
and  the  other  privileges,  are  fully 
recited  and  confirmed  ;  but  nothing 
is  exprefsly  ftipulated  with  regard 
to  the  rate  of  allowance  for  manag¬ 
ing  the  debt. 

The  circumftances  attending  this 
Vol.  XLIX.  or  Vol.  VII.  N 


negociation  are  related  in  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  Mr.  Thornton,  who  was 
at  that  time  governor  of  the  bank, 
and  from  whom  the  fuggeftion  of 
renewing  the  charter  originally 
came.  He  ftates,  that  the  various 
fources  from  which  the  bank  derive 
profit,  in  confequence  of  their  ex- 
clufive  privilege,  and  of  their  con¬ 
nexion  with  government,  were 
enumerated  by  Mr.  Pitt,  who 
made  a  claim  on  the  part  of  the 
public  for  a  dired  participation  in 
the  profits,  according  to  a  fixed 
proportion  ;  and  that  the  claim, 
though  not  admitted  in  its  full  ex-' 
tent  by  himfelf  on  the  part  of  the 
company,  was  ultimately  agreed 
to  ;  that  a  calculation  was  formed 
upon  the  bafis  of  fuch  participa¬ 
tion  ;  and  that  the  intereft  of  three 
millions,  for  fix  years,  was  given 
to  the  public  as  the  fair  refult.  The 
authority  therefore  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
and  the  confent  of  the  then  gover¬ 
nor  of  the  bank,  eftablilbed  a  ge¬ 
neral  principle  of  participation  in 
thofe  profits  of  the  bank,  which, 
arife  from  their  exclufive  privilege, 
and  from  the  balances  of  public 
money  in  their  hands,  and  whether 
the  participation  be  fuppofed  to  be 
in  the  fixed  proportion  of  1-4,  1-3, 
or  1-2,  it  cannot  fail  to  be  ex¬ 
tremely  confiderable,  In  one  of 
the  conventions  upon  this  fubjed, 
it  appears  to  have  been  diftindly 
affirmed  on  one  fide,  and  to  have 
been  admitted  on  the  other,  that 
the  government  balances  in  the 
bank  which  were  drawn  from  the 
exchequer  (eftimated  then  by  Mr. 
Pitt,  as  they  nearly  were,  at  two 
millions  and  a  half  on  an  average), 
and  the  growing  balances  of  the 
commiflioners  for  the  finking  fund, 
were  produdive  of  profit,  and  an 
expedation  is  faid  to  have  been 
w  Series.  given, 
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given,  that  they  fhould  not  be 
withdrawn  from  the  bank  without 
compenfation.  The  productive 
quality  of  fome  of  the  government 
balances  being  admitted,  it  is  not 
eafy  to  conceive  that  the  bank 
have  any  method,  except  that  of 
increaling  their  cafh  and  bullion, 
of  preventing  the  productive  qua¬ 
lity  of  the  fame  balances  when  en¬ 
larged  to  the  extent  that  they  now 
are,  or  of  other  balances  which 
have  been  added.  The  circum- 
flance  of  the  bank  gaining  a  profit 
by  the  management  of  the  public 
debt,  appears  to  have  been  in  fome 
degree  adverted  to  ;  but  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  the  rate  of  allowance  then 
fubfifting  did  not  come  particularly 
under  confuieration.  The  docu¬ 
ments  oeceflary  to  form  a  correCt 
opinion  upon  the  complicated  con¬ 
cerns  of  this  extenfive  bufinefs, 
were  probably  not  fully  before  ei¬ 
ther  of  the  two  parties  at  the  time 
of  this  agreement ;  it  is  obvious, 
that  they  cannot  be  collected  with¬ 
out  confiderable  and  detailed  in- 
yeftigation,  nor  digefted  without 
induftry  and  attention  ;  and  the 
preflure  of  other  duties  may  well 
account  for  a  want  of  leifure  for  fo 
laborious  a  refearch  at  the  period 
of  the  renewal  of  the  charter.  The 
other  balances  of  public  mqpey  do 
not  appear  to  have  entered  into 
Mr.  Pitt’s  calculation,  as  they 
were  at  that  time  of  trifling 
amount,  and  the  probability  of  any 
fuch  increafe  as  has  adually.  taken 
place  in  the  balances  drawn  from 
the  exchequer,  in  eonfequence  of  the 
great  augmentation  of  revenue  (an 
increafe  from  an  average  fum  of  2-f- 
millions  to  an  average  fum  of  five 
or  fix  millions)  was  not  adverted 
to,  and  can  hardly  be  fuppofed  to 
have  been  in  contemplation.  Sup- 


pofing  all  the  fuggefttons  which 
your  committee  have  made  with  a 
view  of  diminifhing  the  balances 
in  the  bank  to  be  adopted,  the 
amount  of  balances  ftill  remaining 
will  probably  more  than  double  the 
amount  of  thofe  which  exifted  in 
1800,  or  which  could  then  be  con¬ 
templated  as  likely  to  exift  at  this 
time;  and  therefore,  if  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Pitt  not  to  withdraw 
the  balances  of  exchequer  money, 
or  thofe  arifing  from  the  accumu¬ 
lation  of  the  then  exifling  finking 
fund,  without  compenfation,  fhould 
be  adhered  to,  that  intention  will 
not  be  fruftrated,  the  unexpected 
enlargement  of  the  fame  balances, 
and  the  addition  of  fo  many  others, 
forming  much  more  than  compen¬ 
fation  in  queftion.  Thirdly,  the 
laft  agreement  with  the  bank  which 
it  will  be  necefifary  to  notice,  was 
in  1806,  46  Geo.  III.  c.  41. 
when  the  three  millions,  which 
ought  to  have  been  repaid  on  the 
5  th  of  April,  were  continued  as  a 
loan  to  the  public  until  fix  months 
after  the  ratification  of  a  definitive 
treaty  of  peace,  at  an  intereft  of  3]. 
per  cent,  which  is  to  be  confidered 
as  a  gift  of  60, cool,  per  annum,  fo 
long  as  the  war  continues.  Whe¬ 
ther  this  bargain  was  concluded 
upon  an  examination  fafficiently 
comprehenfive  of  the  general  fitua. 
tion  of  the  bank,  is  not  now  the 
queftion ;  but  the  tranfaClion  is 
moft  material  in  another  view,  as 
it  evinces  that  the  agreement  made 
in  1800,  was  not  confidered  either 
by  thofe  who  aCted  upon  the  part 
of  the  public,  nor  by  the  bank  di¬ 
rectors  themfelves,  as  a  bar  againft 
further  participation,  whenever  the 
increafe  of  their  profits  derived 
from  the  public,  and  the  circum* 
fiances  of  public  affairs,  might, 

upon 
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upon  fimilar  principles,  make  fuch  a 
claim  reafonable  and  expedient. 
After  a  fummary  recapitulation  of 
Hie  advantages  which  the  bank  de¬ 
rive  from  their  charter,  and  from 
their  connexion  with  the  public, 
it  will  be  proper  to  enumerate  the 
benefits  which  the  public  receive 
from  them  in  return,  ift,  A  large 
profit  on  the  management  of  the 
public  debt  is  enjoyed  by  the 
bank  ;  and,  2dly,  the  intereft  ari- 
fing  from  between  1 1  and  12  mil¬ 
lions  of  government  balances  lying 
in  their  hands.  3dly,  They  have 
whatever  profit  is  to  be  derived 
from  their  paper  circulation, 
amounting  to  16,621,390!.  the 
iffue  of  which  refults  from  the  ex- 
clufive  powers  given  to  them  by 
their  charter.  It  may  be  remark¬ 
ed,  however,  that  it  is  a  circulation 
of  which  they  carefully  limit  the 
amount,  and  on  account  of  which, 
as  well  as  with  a  view  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  demands  of  the  ftate,  they  are 
fubjed;  to  the  burthen  of  ordinarily 
maintaining  a  large  dock  of  calh 
and  bullion,  and  of  providing,  ex¬ 
cept  during  the  fufpenfion  of  pay¬ 
ments  in  calh,  all  the  gold  and  fil- 
ver  ufed  for  the  coinage  of  money. 
The  advantages  which  government, 
on  the  part  of  the  public,  receives 
in  return,  are  the  following  :  ift, 
The  capital  ( 1 1,686, oool.)  of 
the  bank  is  lent  to  the  public  at 
the  rate  of  3I.  per  cent.  The  be¬ 
nefit  deriyedfrom  this  loan,  amount¬ 
ing  at  prefent  to  233,720b  is  not 
dated  in  the  annexed  evidence,  as 
having  been  particularly  adverted 
to  in  the  converfatious  which  took 
place  between  Mr.  Pitt  and  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  the  bank,  on  the  occafion 
of  the  renewal  of  the  charier,  but 
the  continuance  of  this  benefit  to 
the  public  is  fecured  by  the  aft,  ad. 
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Advances  are  made  to  the  extent 
of  2,750,600b  upon  the  annual 
land  and  malt  taxes,  or  the  duties 
fubftituted,  at  an  intereft  of  4b  per 
cent.  The  eftabl  idled  cuftom  of 
lending  to  this  extent,  at  a  mode¬ 
rate  intereft,  muft  undoubtedly  be 
eonfidered  as  an  intended  compen- 
fation  in  part  for  the  benefit  which 
the  bank  derive  from  the  ufe  of 
public  money.  3d, 

A  fum  of  three  millions  Was  lent 
to  government,  as  has  been  already 
dated,  without  intereft,  for  fix 
years  from  1 800,  as  the  price  of 
the  renewal  of  the  bank  charter  j 
and  it  was  agreed  in  1806,  that 
the  fame  Ihould  be  lent  at  3b  per 
cent,  during  the  continuance  of  the 
war.  Another  diredl  advantage 
derived  to  the  public  confifts  in  the 
receipt  at  the  bank,  of  the  property 
tax  upon  the  dividends,  and  the 
prompt  payment  of  it  into  the  ex, 
chequer,  without  charge,  or  extra 
allowance ;  by  which  means  all  de¬ 
lay  is  obviated  in  the  colle&ion  of 
a  large  portion  of  the  war  taxes, 
and  the  expence  of  officers  is  faved„ 
The  dock  transferred  to  the  com- 
miffioners  for  reducing  the  national 
debt,  and  on  account  of  the  redemp¬ 
tion  of  land-tax,  is  not  charged  by 
the  bank  with  any  allowance  for 
management ;  which  two  fums 
annout  to  about  184,000,0001.  ex, 
clufive  of  South-Sea  annuities.  Tlie 
praftice  of  making  advances  upon 
certain  inft&lments  of  the  public 
loans,  on  the  fecurity  of  the  re¬ 
ceipts,  is  a  confiderable  accommo, 
tion  to  the  fubfcribers,  and  enables 
government  to  contract  for  loans 
upon  terms  fomewhat  more  advan¬ 
tageous  than  could  be  done  if  that 
facility  were  not  afforded.  The 
bank,  however,  receive  in  re¬ 
turn  the  legal  rate  of  intereft,  as 
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they  do  alfo  upon  all  tranfattions 
with  the  government,  except  thofe 
already  dated.  The  accommoda¬ 
tions  derived  by  the  public  from 
its  connexion  with  the  bank,  have 
been  carried,  in  fome  years,  to  a 
very  large  amount ;  and  it  muft  al¬ 
ways  be  confidered  as  an  objedl  of 
the  greateft  confequence  to  main*, 
tain  the  permanence  of  an  eftablifh- 
ment  of  fuch  opulence  and  credit, 
which,  by  the  judicious  conduft  of 
its  own  affairs^  has  contributed  fo 


materially  to  extend  the  commer¬ 
cial  profperity,  and  to  maintain 
the  public  faith  of  the  country* 
Your  committee  cannot  conclude 
their  report  without  bearing  tefti- 
mony  to  the  favourable  difpolition 
fo  often  manifefted  on  the  part  of  the 
bank  towards  the  public  fervice  ; 
and  they  entertain  no  doubt  of  the 
fame  readinefs  to  accede  to  any 
equitable  arrangement  that  may  be 
propofed  under  the  prefent  circuixw 
itances9 


**  [  ;  *  i 
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A  GENERAL  BILL 


OP 


All  the  CHRISTENINGS  and  BURIALS, 

From  December  16,  1806,  to  December  15,  1807. 


Chriftened 


C  Males  98 12?  In  all, 
I  Females  9604319416 


Buried 


\ 


Males 

Females 


9296  7  In  all, 
9038  J  18334) 


Increafed  in  Burials  this  Year  396. 


Died  under  Two  Years  5443 
Between  Two  and  Five  2010 
-—Five  and  Ten  737 

Ten  and  Twenty  581 

Twenty  and  Thirty  1160 
Thirty  and  Forty  1883 
Forty  and  Fifty  1677 


Fifty  and  Sixty  1665 

Sixty  and  Seventy  1507 

Seventy  and  Eighty  1158 

Eighty  and  Ninety  462 

Ninety  and  a  Hundred  49 
Hundred  o 

Hundred  and  One  1 


Hundred  and  Two  s 

Hundred  and  Three  q 

Hundred  and  Four  o 

Hundred  and  Five  o 

Hundred  and  Ten  o 

Hundred  and  Fifteen  0 


DISEASES. 

ABortive  &  Still¬ 
born  48 1 
Abicefs  50 

Aged  1424 

Ague  1 

Apoplexy  and  fud- 
derr  242 

Afthma&PhthifiC523 


•Bedridden 

2 

Bile 

3 

Bleeding 

22 

Burften  and 

Rup- 

ture 

J3 

Cancer 

83 

Canker 

2 

Chicken  Pox 

3 

Childbed 

164 

Colds 

10 

Colick,  Gripes,  twift- 

Confumption  4964 
Convulfions  3994 


Cough  and  Hooping- 

Meafles 

452’ 

Cough 

489 

Mifcarriage 

8 

Croup 

57 

Mortification 

210 

Diabetes 

1 

Palfy 

106 

D  r  op  fy 

790 

Palpitation  of  the 

Evil 

4 

Heart 

1 

All  Fevers 

I033 

Pieurify 

32 

Fiftula 

3 

Purples 

j 

Flux 

S 

Quinfey 

4 

French  Pox 

26 

Rheumatifm 

5 

Gout 

32 

Rifing  of  the 

Gravel,  Stranguary, 

Lights 

1 

and  Stone 

10 

Small  Pox  1297 

Grief 

10 

Sore  Throat 

4 

Headmouldfhot,  Hor- 

Sores  and  Ulcers 

12 

fhoehead,  a 

nd  Wa- 

St.  Anthony’s  Fire  3 

ter  in  the  Head  209 

Spafm 

12 

Jaundice 

29 

St.  Vitus’s  Dance 

1 

Jaw  Locked 

5 

Stoppage  in  the 

Sto- 

Impoflhume 

2 

mach 

14 

Inflammation 

632 

Swelling 

3 

Lethargy 

3 

Teeth 

321 

Livergrown 

19 

Thrufh 

43 

Lunatick 

135 

Tumour 

1 

nefs 


CASUALTIES. 


3 

5 


IT  by  Mad  Dogs  z 


Broken  Limbs 


Exceflive  Drink* 
ing 

Executed  * 
Found  dead 
Fractured 


Frighted 


Killed 
&c. 


by  Falls, 


z 

I 

36 

III 

9 

5 

n 

X 

4 


Murdered 

Poifoned 

Scalded 

Suffocated 


Total 


ior 


x 

8 

11 


3SZ 


*  There  have  been  executed  in  the  city  of  London  and  county  of  Surrey  13;  of 
which  number  5  only  have  been  reported  to  be  buried  (as  fuch)  within  the  Bills  of 
Mortality. 
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Lottery 

Tickets. 

^  1 0  O  v£>  is  OO  00  VO  t^-vo  m  00  h  on  On  OO  Os 

Hi  f*  f— «  Hi  Hi  Hi  H* 

On-i^nOnOnOn  On  On  On  On  On  «  On  h  O  O  *->  >-<  O 

•-»  M  (S  w  >-1  »h  N  M  N  t* 

a.  • 

5 

no 

t^osu-4® h-t  tola-  Ml^miar^atolao  m|n  m|eo-ihi'  m|co  M|caM|Nf*ro>f*Hco 

©\  ©0  n  0  ts  is  >-<  *-i  m  >-«  «s  or,  —  ts  ns  ns  n  m 

u-v  U^vo  VC  NO  NO  VO  NCTINONOnononononono  vo  vo  vo  vo  o 

'Z 

m|C3  m|n  ^il^-ui|03  Nil  it  M|N  HTHlrJ-  H|t}-  I/l|»  MW'>-I|<S  m|oI 

>-«  OO  tS  •“<  A*  >-i  tS  — ,  or,  T^-  Oo,  -vj-  or,  Sj-  o  no  **  nA 

Onco  ON  On  On  ON  On  On  On  On  O'  On  O  On  On  On  On  On 

• 

9 

Omnium. 

'' 

•  ®  •  ®  „ 
jj  s~i  is  1  f 

0-  d,  a,  ci,  ex  j 

fn[*Pl|S-tW-,l''t  >o|n» 

t~—  i-  ts  m 

•  ,•  .  O  •  vj  .  t_x  O  ,•  p— t  •  l* 

^,n3  CX”0  H-n3  u  ^  £X 

m|Nh|S  pp  m|S  '-I  '-iH-wiht'-'W-  d-MlnN  -ll't 

N  H  M  ^ 

New 

An. 

w|co  .  •  r>IN'"|d  | 

ON  ON  I  N  >-« 

Lr,  iri  1  VO  vo  1 

j  m|^  Mlf^fpl^uijco  rpjoji-cloDtpl^twIcOinlcotPlojirleo 

nr,  — ,  is  tS  M  C  )  ts  IS  Cl  "  .  ts  nr,  nr> 

1  vo  vo  vo  vo  vq  vo  vo  vo  vo  vo  vo  vo  vo 

Old 

An 

«l|-^rr\|^  t>|03  rp|rr  .  , 

0  On  fN  n  M  I 

VC  ^NVO  NO  vo  1  1 

tp i n wjoopijoo luJo;  fpjs-  i-iiri  ui|w  w»|eomloo  tnI® 

to  M  to  N  M  to  (N  mo  —  —i  ro  — 1  nr,  r; 

NO  NO  NO  NO  VO  NO  NO  VO  NO  'O  NO  NO  vo  NO 

S.  S. 

Stk. 

hH  H|nl  M|nl  MS-PIK  M|rl  i-i|M  rtlwHW  1  1 

CO  VO  CO  OO  r>-  CO  ON  MVO  N  h-  t'  t'  tN  CO  In 

VOVONO  vo  vo  vo  NO  vo  V©  VO  nq  vO  N©  sO  vo  vo 

Exchequer 

Bills. 

O-xi  0,"0  d,-3  a- no  Cu-O  CX-©  CXno  O-nol  d.'O  CX-O  P-  £  ^  1 

Cu  ___ 

N  CJ  M  to  Cfi  M  no  ''d*'-'  >-«  CS  CSIN  1-1  os  OS  N  tJ-Cu“ 

.2  “O 

c  0 
>-1  CP 

•  •  L.  t  *  *  •  •  •  I  *  •  •*••••  ^  •  Vi  •  C  • 

a<«  o-a,aa  cx^3  ex,  cu  0-  a.  0-  re  a,n3  ~©  «  -0  «  no  ex -a 

*-^N  Vo  «  NH  Co  ».  h  ON  w  NO  ^  't  H 

[ndia 

Stock. 

M|fl  M|H  m|n*-*IN  wIT 

vo  ON  VO  VO  vn'o  mco  no  On  N  M  On  '>n  C.  +  +  ki  O  'd-  1  I 

co  r^oo  oooocooooooocooooooo  r^r^r^.r^r^-r^r^co  r^.  1  j 

Short 

Ann. 

i  1  i  1  h|od  injco  ws|«o  J  |  i^]co  in\oo  !  1  (  M  I  II 

Long 

Ann. 

.  ! 

w|^t  ( 

t^-VO  CC  N  tN  | 

►i  M*  >— »  Hi  Hi 

I  CpH-tMCQH|a>  t^|03  M|n»p|03M|03  M|s  M|H  tp|S- 

|  oo  tNNis  t^oo  co  oo  r~p  t^-oc  oo 

HiHiHiHi  Hi  y-A  i  i  h  i 

* 

•w 

0  rh 

4i  O 

<L> 

CX  M 

turn 

o 

M  !  1  1  I  1  II  T  II  ■£-£  1  t 

O  ON  ON 

Hi 

5  per 
cent, 
navy 

i^l'+'-i|M’-i|rN  ""I'T  ^rj-  |-'W"  |  a  ih|is  r*l|00-i|'!}' ^|\}- w|-^l/))so  ,-(|^-tn|eo  C'TjO*  , 

Ur>  t-i  l^VO  N®  l^t^UNONtN  iri  tt-VO  Vr>  O  VO  VO  O  OO  IN 

OnOnOnOnOnOnOnOnOnOn1  1  OnOnCnQnOnOnOnOnOnCn  1 

"‘s 

$3 

w|»  wITm|^h1.F  «I^M|^-tn|c8HWifi|cor^(M  m|<4  MlrN^CO  r^ioo  -t|-+  -iTfi-tlco 

On  t —  ^  On  OOO*^  O'-  OO  ON*-<  O  •->  on  CN  ->  O  m  q 

oo  r^oo  oOoococooosoooco  r^-co  co  co  r^co  oo  co  co 

3  pr  Cent 
Confol. 

wiau-lco  wI^-nnHhIco  "(I't  t>\93  H^h-looNjoj  wl^-sAjwi-iico  hIm^hW  n|rj-Hl^-  n|x  «Hfn{«rs\eo 

TH  O'!  w  (NJ  rq  —  fo  —  fo  N  to  (C  W  CO  >— i  N  m  N  IS  ro  Cl  N 

VO  VOVOVOVOVOVOVOVOVOVOVO'OVOVOVQVO'^SNOVOVOVOVO'O 

-  -  -  -  - pi  —■  —  —  - -  , 

0  3 

«  "O 

•S22 

«iHN\«)HliXun|cO  J  1  h|«  M|nM|05oi!co-i|^  — I|^-rojot>  «IT  HoOhjOT  «|c» 

o  oo  O  H  1  !  N  fi  m  M  «•;  M  MO  N  K)  N  ^  O  to  «  n~)  Ol 

VO  vrpVO  VO  vovovovovovovovovovovovo  Vo  NO  NOVO  NO 

Bank 

Stock. 

M|f<  CO|^r  M|S  M|p4  rO;.Ji-l|p4  m|NH^H|N  ih|<S 

r--00  VO  ONd-OMAthONtni^o  no  co  nr;  —  *-  vo  m,ir,  xhVO  i- 

O  »-<  N  ts  tsl  nrjnrjM  nr,  m  cr,  rr;  (S  to  WN  T  rO  N  fS  N  tS  (S  N 

tStSnatSNtStSNninStSNMlSiSNNNtSMMMtSiS 

Date. 

Jan, 

Feb. 

March 

April 

May 

June 

■ 

Ju!X 

Auguft 

Sept. 

oa.  | 

^ ' 

Nov. 

Dec. 

.  ...... 

The  above  are  the  higheft  and  lowed  prices  of  the  Stocks  for  the  Year  1807. 
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*  The  Quickfilver  in  the  bafon  of  the  Barometer  is  8 1  feet:  above  the  level  of  low  water  fpring  tides  at  Somerfet  Houfe. 

+  The  Hygrometer  was  re-adjufted  before  the  obfervations  for  this  year  begun,  it  indicated  too  much  moifture 
by  nearly  30  degrees. 

Variation  of  the  magnetic  needle,  1807*  September  240*  I  o',  2. 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1807. 


£32 


* 


The  following  authentic  Extradls  from  the  Corn-Regifter,  are  taken 
from  Accounts  collected  from  the  Cuftom.Houfe  Books,  and  delivered 
to  William  Dowding,  Efq.  Receiver  of  Corn  Returns,  by  Authority 
of  Parliament* 


An  Account  of  the  Quantities  of  all  Corn  and  Grain  exported  from>  and  im¬ 
ported  into  England  and  Scotland,  'with  the  Bounties  and  Drawbacks 
paid ,  and  the  Duties  received  thereon  y  for  the  Year  ending  the  5  th  of 
January,  1808, 


EXPORTED, 


1807. 

British, 

Foreign. 

ENGLAND.' 

Quarters.  Bufh. 

Quarters. Bulb. 

Wheat  - 

2,464  0 

170  0 

1 

Rye  -  -  -  -  - 

956  0 

Barley  - 

4)5+3  5 

3  3 

Oats  - 

20,265  5 

Beans  - 

7,262  7 

Peafe  - 

2,251:  7 

11  7 

> 

Malt  .—  «*•« 

6,386  7 

cwt.  qrs.  lbs. 

cwt.  <jrs.  lbs. 

Groats  -  -  -  - 

3*5  3  H 

Oatmeal  - 

12,708  1  21 

Wheat  Flour  -  - 

61,998  0  13 

13,460  3  26 

SCOTLAND. 

Wheat  -  -  -  - 

4 

Barley  ~ 

8j  4 

Oats  -  -  -  -  - 

2>435  7 

Beans  -  -  - 

III  O 

Peafe  -  -  -  - 

59  5 

Do.  Split  -  -  - 

1  2 

Malt  -  -  -  - 

815  0 

Bear  or  Big  - 

M55  0 

> 

Groats  -  -  -  - 

8  4 

cwt.  <jrs.  lbs. 

Barley  Hulled  -  - 

695  I  0 

Bifcuit  -  -  -  - 

2,063  O  17 

Oatmeal  -  -  - 

91  I  O  IO 

j 

Wheat  Flour  -  - 

,598  2  O 

Bounties  Nil# 
Drawbacks  Nil, 


Bounties  Nil. 

£.  s.  d. 

78  5 11 
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IMPORTED. 


ENGLAND. 
"Wheat  - 
Rye  - 
Barley  - 
Oats  -  -  »  _ 

Beans  - 
Peafe  - 

Indian  Corn  ,  - 

Indian  Meal  -  * 

Oatmeal  - 
Wheat  Flour  -  - 


Quarters. Bufh. 

219,117 

2 

2,909 

5 

9*955 

6 

644,938 

1 

I3i3^5 

3 

5>983 

6 

r 

997 

6 

tr 

8 

cwt.  qrs. 

lbs. 

4  1 

Bolls. 

2 

6,638 

19 

479,404 

6 

Duties. 


d. 

2 


Bounties. 


£•  5‘  d 

129  11  2  * 


SCOTLAND 
Wheat  -  - 

Rye  -  -  - 

Barley  -  - 

Oats  -  -  - 

Beans  - 
Indian  Corn 

Oatmeal  -  - 

Wheat  Flour  - 


Quarters. Buih. 

3°j94o 

1 

265 

4 

12,139 

7 

107 ,666 

3 

V 

117 

4 

r 

4o 

4 

Bolls. 

lb. 

M 

r-- 

00 

H 

70 

cwt.  qrs. 

lbs. 

u 

3V45  J 

7 

M43 


11  3i 


The  following  is  an  Account  of  the  Average  Prices  of  Corn  in  England 
and  Wales,  by  the  ftandard  Winchefter  Bufhel,  for  the  year,  1807. 


rw 

Per  Buihel  J  s, 

L  9 


ea 

I  ^7e* 
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Oats. 
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</. 

^ .  d . 

S  #  il < • 

.1.  </. 
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s . 

ill 

5  J14 

4  9i 

3  6 

I1  oil 

6  nj 

Oat  meal . 


s.  d* 
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A  Lift  of  Public  Adis  paJfed  in  tl°e 

Firft  and  only  Seffion  of  the  Thi  d 

Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom 

of  Great  Britain  and  Irelatid. 

January  6,  1807. 

To  revive  and  make  perpe¬ 
tual  and  to  amend  an  aft,  made  in 
the  42d  year  of  his  prefent  Ma¬ 
jefty,  for  the  further  Regulation  of 
the  trials  of  controverted  eleftions. 

January  16. 

For  railing  10,500,000!.  by 
loans  or  exchequer  bills. 

January  22. 

Forcontinuing duties  upon  malt. 

For  continuing  a  duty  on  pen- 
Hons,  offices,  and  perfonal  ellates  ; 
and  certain  duties  on  fugar,  malt, 
tobacco,  and  fnuff, 

February  19. 

To  indemnify  fuch  perfons  in  the 
United  Kingdom  as  have  omitted 
to  qualify  for  offices  and  employ¬ 
ments. 

To  continue,  during  the  prefent 
war,  and  until  one  year  after  the 
termination  thereof  by  the  ratifica¬ 
tion  of  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace, 
an  aft  made  in  the  44th  year  of  his 
prefent  Majefty,  for  empowering 
his  Majefty  to  accept  the  fervices 
of  fuch  parts  of  his  militia  forces  in 
Ireland,  as  might  voluntarily  offer 
themfelves  to  be  employed  in 
Great  Britain. 

To  declare  that  certain  provi- 
lions  of  an  aft  of  the  laft  feffion  of 
the  laft  parliament,  intituled,  an  aft 
to  permit  the  free  interchange  of 
every  fpecies  of  grain  between 
Great  Britain  arid  Ireland  fhall  ex¬ 
tend  to  grain  the  produce  of  thofe 
countries  only. 

To  continue  for  the  term  of  fe- 


ven  years  certain  afts  of  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  Ireland,  for  preventing  the 
importation  of  arms,  gunpowder, 
and  ammunition,  and  the  making, 
removing,  felling,  and  keeping  of 
gunpowder,  arms,  and  ammunition, 
without  licence. 

For  allowing  the  exportation 
annually  of  a  limited  quantity  of 
worfted  yarn  to  Canada. 

For  railing  thefum  of  i,ooo,oool. 
by  treafury  bills  for  the  fervice  of 
Ireland  for  the  year  1807. 

To  authorize  his  Majefty,  un¬ 
til  the  25th  day  of  March,  1808, 
to  make  regulations  refpefting  the 
trade  and  commerce  to  and  from 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

To  abolifh  certain  offices  in  the 
cuftoms  of  Ireland  ;  and  to  abolifh 
or  regulate  certain  other  offices 
therein. 

For  in  veiling  certain  commif- 
fioners  appointed  for  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  accounts  and  expenditure 
relating  to  the  office  of  barrack 
mafter  general,  with  certain  powers 
and  authorities  neceftary  for  the 
examination  of  fuch  accounts  and 
expenditure. 

To  amend  feveral  afts,  for  regu¬ 
lating  the  trial  of  controverted 
eleftions  or  returns  of  members  to 
ferve  in  parliament,  fo  far  as  the* 
fame  relate  to  Ireland. 

To  continue  for  the  term  of  fe- 
ven  years,  certains  afts  for  the  bet¬ 
ter  prevention  and  punifhment  of 
attempts  to  feduce  perfons  ferving 
in  his  Majefty ’s  forces  by  fea  or 
land  from  their  duty  and  allegiance 
to  his  Majefty,  or  to  incite  them 
to  mutiny  or  difobedience. 

March  16. 

To  amend  feveral  afts  for  the 
fale  of  his  Majefty’s  quit  rents, 
crown  and  other  rents,  and  of  cer¬ 
tain 
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tain  lands  Forfeited  and  undifpofed 
of  in  Ireland. 

To  fecure  the  collection  of  the 
duties  on  auftions  in  Ireland  ;  and 
to  prevent  frauds  therein. 

To  grant  certain  inland  duties 
of  excife  and  taxes  in  Ireland, 
and  to  allow  certain  drawbacks  in 
refpeft  thereof ;  in  lieu  of  former 
duties  of  excife,  taxes,  and  draw., 
backs. 

To  provide  more  effectually  for 
regulating  the  drawbacks  and  boun¬ 
ties  on  the  exportation  of  fugar 
from  Ireland;  and  for  allowing 
Britilh  plantation  fugar  to  be  ware- 
houfed  in  Ireland,  until  the  25th 
day  of  March,  1808. 

To  fufpend,  until  the  firft  day  of 
May,  1807,  the  payment  of  all 
drawbacks  on  fpirits  made  or  dif- 
tilled  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland, 
and  exported  from  either  country 
to  the  other  refpeftively. 

To  provide  for  regulating  and 
fecuring  the  collection  of  certain 
rates  and  taxes  in  Ireland,  in  re- 
fpeCt  of  dwelling  houfes,  lire 
hearths,  windows,  male  fervants, 
horfes,  dogs,  and  carriages. 

To  allow  for  two  years  an  addi¬ 
tional  bounty  on  double  refined  fu¬ 
gar,  and  to  extend  former  bounties 
on  other  refined  fugar  to  fuch  as 
lhall  be  pounded,  cralhed,  or 
broken  ;  and  to  allow  for  one  year 
certain  bounties  on  Britilh.  planta¬ 
tion  raw  fugar  exported. 

For  repealing  fo  much  of  an  aCt, 
made  in  the  9th  year  of  her  late  Ma- 
jelty  Queen  Anne,  as  veils  in  the 
South  Sea  Company,  or  corpora¬ 
tion,  by  the  faid  aft  ereCted,  the 
foie  and  exclufive  privilege  of  car¬ 
rying  on  trade  and  traffic  to  and 
from  any  part  whatfoeverof  South 
America,  or  in  the  South  Seas, 
which  now  are  or  may  at  any  time 
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hereafter  be  in  the  poffeffion  of  his 
Majefty,  his  heirs  or  fucceffors. 

For  allowing,  until  the  ift  of 
Auguft,  1808,  the  importation  of 
certain  filh  from  Newfoundland 
and  the  Coaft  of  Labrador,  and  for 
granting  a  bounty  thereon. 

To  allow  Turkey  tobacco  to  he 
imported  into  Great  Britain,  in 
fmall  packages. 

For  extending  to  German  yarn 
the  provifions  of  an  aft  made  in  the 
laft  feffion  of  the  laft  parliament 
for  permitting  Prufiian  yarn  to 
be  imported  in  foreign  Ihips  on 
payment  of  the  like  duties  as  if 
imported  in  Britilh  Ihips. 

For  granting  to  his  Majefty, 
until  i  2  months  after  the  ratifica¬ 
tion  of  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace, 
certain  additional  duties  of  excife 
on  brandy  in  Great  Britain. 

For  raifing  14,200,0001.  by  way 
of  annuities. 

March  23. 

For  further  continuing,  until  the 
25th  of  March,  1808,  certain 
bounties  and  drawbacks  on  the  ex¬ 
portation  of  fugar  from  Great  Bri~ 
tain  ;  and  for  fufpending  the  coun¬ 
tervailing  duties  and  bounties  on 
fugar  when  the  duties  itnpofed  by 
an  aft  of  the  laft  feffion  of  parlia- 
ment  (hall  be  fufpended. 

To  continue,  until  the  2£th  of 
March,  1810,  an  aft  of  the  44th 
year  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  for 
permitting  the  exportation  of  fait 
from  the  port  of  Naffau  in  New 
Providence,  the  port  of  Exuma, 
and  'he  port  of  Crooked  Illand  in 
the  Bahama  Illands,  in  fhips  be¬ 
longing  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  and 
coming  in  ballaft. 

To  repeal  part  of  the  duty  on 
the  importation  of  unmanufactured 
tobacco  into  Ireland. 


For 
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For  punifhing  mutiny  and  de¬ 
sertion  ;  and  for  the  better  payment 
of  the  army  and  their  quarters. 

For  the  regulation  of  his  Ma- 
jeft)  ’s  royal  marine  forces  while  on 
Ihore. 

For  continuing,  until  the  jft  of 
Auguft,  1808,  an  aft  of  the  45th 
year  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  foral. 
lowing,  under  certain  reftriftions, 
the  bringing  a  limited  quantity  of 
coals,  culm,  or  cinders,  to  London 
and  Weftmwfter,  by  inland  naviga- 
tion. 

March  25. 

To  fecure  the  payment  of  the 
duties  on  licences  granted  to  per- 
fons  in  Ireland  dealing  in  excifea- 
ble  commodities. 

For  the  abolition  of  the  Have 
trade. 

To  continue,  until  the  25th  of 
March,  1814,  and  amend  an  aft, 
made  in  the  30th  and  40th  year  of 
his  prefent  Majefty,  for  the  more 
effectual  prevention  of  depredations 
on  the  river  Thames  and  its  vici¬ 
nity;  and  to  amend  an  aft,  made  in 
the  2d  year  of  his  prefent  Majefty, 
to  prevent  the  committing  of  thefts 
and  frauds  by  perfons  navigating 
bum-boats,  and  other  boats,  upon 
the  river  Thames. 

April  9. 

To  amend  feveral  afts  for  regu¬ 
lating  and  fecuring  the  collection 
of  the  duties  on  paper,  made  in 
Ireland  ;  and  to  make  perpetual  fo 
much  of  an  aft  made  in  the  45th 
year  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  as  re¬ 
lates  to  paper  hangings  printed  or 
ftained  in  Ireland. 

To  redtify  a  miftake  in  an  aCt 
made  in  the  laft  feffion  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  for  enabling  his  Majefty  to 


fettle  annuities  on  certain  branches 
of  the  royal  family. 

April  25. 

To  grant  to  his  Majefty,  until 
the  29th  day  of  September,  1808, 
a  duty  upon  malt  made  in  Ireland 
and  upon  fpirits  made  or  diftilled 
in  Ireland,  and  to  allow  certain 
drawbacks  on  the  exportation 
thereof. 

To  continue,  until  the  25th  day 
of  March,  1808,  and  from  thence 
until  the  end  of  the  then  next  fef- 
lion  of  parliament,  an  aft,  made  in 
the  44th  year  of  his  prefent  Majef- 
ty’s  reign,  for  appointing  commif- 
fioners  to  enquire  into  the  fees, 
gratuities,  perquifites,  and  emolu- 
lents  received  in  feveral  public 
offices  in  Ireland  ;  to  examine  into 
any  abides  which  may  exift  in  the 
fame,  and  into  the  mode  of  receiv¬ 
ing,  .  collecting,  iffuing,  and  ac¬ 
counting  for  public  money  in  Ire¬ 
land. 

To  continue  for  21  years,  fo 
much  of  certain  afts  of  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  Ireland,  as  relate  to  the 
lighting,  cleanfing,  and  watching 
of  cities  and  towns,  for  the  light¬ 
ing,  cleanfing,  and  watching  of 
which  no  particular  provifion  is 
made  by  any  act  of  parliament. 

To  declare,  that  the  provifions 
of  an  aft  made  in  the  parliament  of 
Ireland  in  the  33d  year  of  King 
Henry  the  eighth,  relating  to  fer- 
vant’s  wages,  (hall  extend  to  all 
counties  of  cities  and  counties  of 
towns  in  Ireland. 

To  amend  an  aft  made  in  the 
laft;  leftion  of  parliament,  for  regu¬ 
lating  and  providing  for  the  relief 
of  the  poor  and  the  management  of 
infirmaries  and  hofpiulsin  Ireland. 

To  continue  an  aft  made  in  the 

parliament 
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parliament  of  Ireland,  in  the  31ft 
year  of  the  reign  of  King  George 
the  fecond,  for  the  better  fupplying 
the  city  of  Dublin  with  coals,  and 
for  the  better  encouragement  of  the 
collieries  of  Ireland, 

For  railing  1,500,000b  byway 
of  annuities,  for  Ireland, 

To  authorize  the  payment  of 
prize  money  arifing  from  captures 
made  by  ftiips  of  his  Sicilian  Ma¬ 
jefty  in  conjunftion  with  Britifh 
ftiips,  to  the  Sicilian  Envoy,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  officers  and  men  of 
fuch  ftiips ;  and  alfo  the  payment  of 
money  ariftng  out  of  proceeds  of 
prizes  or  captures  made  by  any 
other  ftiips  or  veflels  belonging  to 
foreign  ftates,  in  conjunction  with 
hisMajefty’s  ftiips. 

To  repeal  fo  much  of  certain 
afts  as  relates  to  the  regulations  or 
conditions  under  which  coffee,  co¬ 
coa  nuts,  fugar,  and  rice,  (not  be¬ 
ing  the  produce  of  the  Eaft  Indies), 
are  allowed  to  be  fecured  in  ware- 
houfes,  without  payment  of  duty  ; 
and  to  authorize  the  collectors  and 
comptrollers  of  the  cuftoms  in  his 
Majefty’s  colonies  and  plantations 
in  America,  and  the  Weft  Indies, 
to  adminifter  certain  oaths* 

For  permitting  the  exportation 
of  fullers  earth,  fulling  clay,  and 
tobacco  pipe  clay,  to  any  place  in 
pofleffion  of  his  Majefty. 

To  repeal  the  feveral  duties  un¬ 
der  the  care  of  the  commiffioners 
for  managing  the  ftamp  duties  in 
Ireland,  and  to  grant  new  and  ad¬ 
ditional  duties  in  lieu  thereof ;  and 
to  amend  the  laws  relating  to  the 
ftamp  duties  in  Ireland, 

To  extend  the  provifions  of  an 
aft  made  in  the  laft  feffion  of  par¬ 
liament,  for  aboliftiing  fees  received 
by  certain  officers  and  other  perfons 
employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  auf« 


toms  in  the  port  of  London,  and 
for  regulating  the  attendance  of 
officers  and  others  fo  employed,  to 
the  out. ports  ;  and  to  appropriate 
the  fees  of  certain  abolifhed  and 
vacant  offices  in  the  cuftoms  to  the 
fuperannuation  fund* 

For  enabling  his  Majefty  to 
grant  the  palace,  called  the  King’s 
Houfe,  with  the  appurtenances,  fi- 
tuate  in  Greenwich  Park,  in  the 
county  of  Kents  to  the  commif- 
fioners  for  the  government  of  the 
royal  naval  afylura,  and  for  ena¬ 
bling  the  faid  commiffioners  to  ap¬ 
point  a  chaplain  to  officiate  therein* 

To  fufpend  for  12  months  fo 
much  of  an  aft  of  the  2d  of  James 
the  firft,  intituled,  an  aft  concern¬ 
ing  tanners,  curriers,  ftioemakers, 
and  other  artificers,  occupying  the 
cutting  of  leather,  as  prohibits  the 
regrating  and  ingroffing  of  oaken 
bark. 

For  increafmg  the  rates  of  fub- 
fiftence  to  be  paid  to  innkeepers 
and  others  on  quartering  foldiers. 

For  charging  1 2,ooo,oool.  part 
of  the  loan  of  twelve  millions  two 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  raifed  for 
the  fervice  of  Great  Britain  for  the 
year  1807,  upon  the  duties  of  cuf¬ 
toms  and  excife,  granted  to  his 
Majefty  during  the  continuance  of 
the  prefent  war,  and  for  certain  pe¬ 
riods  after  the  ratification  of  a  de¬ 
finitive  treaty  of  peace  5,  and  for 
providing  a  finking  fund  for  the 
redemption  of  the  flocks  or  funds 
thereby  created. 

For  further  regulating  the  office 
of  treafurer  of  his  Majefty’snavy. 


A  Lift  of  Public  Ads  puffed  in  the 
Firft  of  the  Fourth  Parlia » 
ment  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland * 
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July  7,  1807. 

To  continue,  until  the  5th  of 
July  1808,  feveral  ads  for  grant¬ 
ing,  certain  rates  and  duties,  and 
for  allowing  certain  drawbacks 
and  bounties  on  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandize,  imported  into,  and 
exported  from  Ireland, 

July  17.  . 

To  revive  and  continue,  until 
the  expiration  of  fix  weeks  after 
the  commencement  of  the  next 
leflion  of  parliament,  three  ads, 
palled  in  the  37th,  45th,  and  46th 
years  of  his  majefty ’s  reign,  for 
carrying  into  execution  the  treaty 
of  amity,  commerce,  and  naviga¬ 
tion,  between  his  majefty  and  the 
united  Hates  of  America. 

To  indemnify  perfons  who  have 
advifed  or  aded  under  an  order  of 
council  for  making  regulations 
with  refped  to  the  navigation  and 
commerce  between  his  majefty’s 
lubjeds  and  the  fubjeds  of  the 
united  Hates  of  America. 

To  enable  his  majefty  to  grant 
a  certain  annuity  to  major-general 
iir  John  Stuart,  &c. 

For  empowering  the  commiHion. 
ers  of  Kilmainham  hofpital  to 
make  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
payment  of  penfions  to  foldiers  on 
the  eftablifhment  of  that  hofpital. 

For  raifing  3,ooo,oool.  by  loans 
or  exchequer  bills,  for  the  fervice 
of  Great  Britain  for  the  year 
1807. 

For  railing  1,500,000!.  by  loans 
or  exchequer  bills,  for  the  fervice 
of  Great  Britain  for  the  year  1807. 

Concerning  common  recoveries 
fuffered  in  copyhold  or  cuftomary 
courts  by  attorney. 

Juiy  2y. 

For  granting  to  his  majefty  a 


fum  of  money  to  be  railed  by  lot¬ 
teries. 

For  encouraging  the  export  of 
fal ted  beef  and  pork  from  Ireland. 

To  provide  for  the  recovery  of 
penalties  under  certain  ads,  made 
in  the  47th  year  of  his  prefent 
majefty,  for  fecuring  the  rates  and 
duties  in  Ireland  in  refped  of  dwel- 
ling-houfes,  &c. 

To  make  further  regulations 
with  refped  to  licences  for  the  fale 
of  fpirituous  and  other  liquors  by 
retail  in  Ireland. 

August  i. 

To  fupprefs  infurredions,  and 
prevent  the  difturbance  of  the 
public  peace  in  Ireland. 

To  repeal  certain  duties  of  ex- 
cife,  and  alio  certain  ftamp  duties 
in  Ireland,  and  to  grant  certain 
new  ftamp  duties  in  lieu  thereof ; 
and  to  amend  the  laws  relating  to 
the  ftamp  duties  in  Ireland. 

To  provide  for  the  regulating 
and  fecuring  the  colledion  of  the 
duty  on  gold  and  filver  plate, 
wrought  or  manufadured  in  Ire¬ 
land. 

To  grant  to  his  majefty,  until 
the  5th  day  of  July  1808,  certain 
duties  on  the  importation,  and  to 
allow  drawbacks  on  the  exporta¬ 
tion  of  certain  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandize,  into  and  from  Ire¬ 
land, 

To  amend  an  ad  made  in  the 
46th  year  of  his  prefent  majefty, 
for  the  regulating  and  fecuring  the 
colledion  of  the  duties  on  fpirits 
diftilled  in  Ireland. 

To  amend  an  ad  wade  in  the 
46th  year  of  his  prefent  majefty, 
for  the  regulating  and  fecuring 
the  colledion  of  the  duties  on 
fpirits  diftilled  in  Ireland. 

To  provide  for  the  decreafe  and 

fufpenfion, 
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fufpenfion,  in  certain  cafes,  of  part 
of  the  countervailing  duties  on 
Britilh  refined  fugar  imported  into 
Ireland. 

To  continue  until  the  29th  of 
September  1808,  and  to  amend 
two  afts,  made  in  the  parliament 
of  Ireland,  to  regulate  the  trade 
of  reftifying  fpirits. 

To  enable  his  ma jelly  to  ap¬ 
point  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer,  for  the  time  being  in  Ire¬ 
land,  one  of  the  commifiioners  for 
executing  the  office  of  lord  high 
treafurer  in  England,  without  fa- 
lary.  / 

To  continue,  until  the  29th  of 
September  1817,  an  aft,  palled  in 
Ireland  in  the  13th  and  14th  years 
of  his  prefent  Majefty,  refpefting 
certain  annuities. 

To  continue  until  the  29th  day 
of  September  1817,  an  aft,  paffed 
in  Ireland  in  the  36th  year  of  his 
prefent  Majefty,  for  the  improve¬ 
ment  and  extenfion  Gf  the  filheries 
en  the  coafts  of  Ireland. 

To  amend  an  aft,  paffed  in  the 
43d  year  of  his  prefent  Majefty, 
for  granting  30,0001.  for  building 
glebe  houfes  in  Ireland. 

To  explain  and  amend  an  aft, 
paffed  in  the  39th  and  40th  years 
of  his  prefent  Majefty,  concerning 
the  difpofition  of  certain  real  and 
perfonal  property  of  his  Majefty, 
his  heirs  and  fucceffors,  and  alio  of 
the  real  and  perfonal  property  of  her 
Majefty,  and  of  the  Queen  confort 
for  the  time  being. 

For  the  more  convenient  pay¬ 
ment  of  half  pay,  and  penfions,  and 
other  allowances  to  officers  and  wi¬ 
dows  of  officers,  and  to  perfons 
apon  the  compaffionate  lift. 

For  defraying,  until  the  23  th  of 
March  1808,  the  charge  of  the  pay 


*  £3§> 

and  clothing  of  the  militia  of  Ire¬ 
land,  &  c. 

To  authorize  his  Majefty  to  per¬ 
mit  the  importation  of  naval  (tores 
from  any  place  in  (hips  belonging 
to  ftates  in  amity  with  his  Majefty, 
and  navigated  in  any  manner  what- 
ever. 

To  enable  the  commifiioners  of 
thetreafury  to  iffue  exchequer  bills, 
on  the  credit  of  the  fupplies. 

For  the  pay  and  clothing  of  the 
militia  in  Great  Britain. 

To  amend  feveral  laws  of  exeife 
in  Great  Britain,  relating  to  the 
duties  on  fait,  foap,  paper,  coffee, 
cocoa  nuts,  fpirits,  and  glafs,  and 
for  reftoring  feizures  in  certain 
cafes. 

To  revive  and  continue,  until 
the  23th  day  of  March,  1808,  and 
amend  fo  much  of  an  aft,  made  in 
the  39  th  and  40  th  years  of  his  pre¬ 
fent  Majefty,  as  grants  certain  al¬ 
lowances  to  adjutants  and  ferjeant- 
majors  of  the  militia  of  England, 
difembodied  under  an  aft  of  th® 
fame  feffion  of  parliament. 

For  making  allowances  in  cer¬ 
tain  cafes  to  fubaltern  officers  of  the 
militia  in  Great  Britain,  while  diL 
embodied. 

To  continue  until  the  ill  of 
June  1808,  an  aft  of  the  43th  year 
of  his  prefent  Majefty,  for  appoint¬ 
ing  comraiffioners  to  enquire  into 
the  public  expenditure,  and  the 
conduft  of  the  public  bufinefs  in  the 
military  departments  therein  men¬ 
tioned. 

To  make  the  port  of  Amfter-dam, 
in  the  ifland  of  Cura^oa,  a  free 
port. 

To  indemnify  fuch  perfons  in  the 
United  Kingdom  as  have  omitted 
to  qualify  theroielves  for  offices  and- 
employments,  &c. 


August- 
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August  8, 

To  enable  the  truftees  of  the 
Britifh  Mufeum  to  exchange,  fell, 
or  difpofe  of  fuch  parts  of  the  col. 
leftions,  and  under  fuch  reftric- 
tions,  as  are  therein  fpecified. 

To  revive  and  continue,  until  the 
25  th  of  March  1808,  an  act  of  the 
46th  year  of  his  prefent  Majefty, 
for  altering  and  amending  feveral 
laws  relating  to  the  duties  of  ex- 
cife  upon  malt. 

For  permitting,  until  the  lyth 
day  of  March  1 809,  and  from 
thence  to  the  end  of  the  then  next 
feffion  of  parliament,  the  importa¬ 
tion  of  certain  enumerated  articles 
into  the  Britifh  colonies  on  the  con¬ 
tinent  of  North  America,  from  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  the 
exportation  of  other  enumerated 
articles  from  the  fame  colonies,  to 
the  faid  dates. 

For  more  effeftually  charging 
public  accountants  with  intereft 
upon  balances ;  and  for  other  pur- 
pofes  relating  to  the  palling  of  pub¬ 
lic  accounts. 

To  alter  the  praftice  of  courts  of 
equity,  in  fuits  in  which  members 
of  parliament  are  defendants. 

To  enable  the  Eaft-India  com¬ 
pany  to  raife  monhy  upon  bond  in¬ 
dead  of  increafing  their  capital 
dock. 

For  more  effeftualadminiftration 
of  the  office  of  a  juft  ice  of  the  peace 
in  fuch  parts  of  the  counties  of 
Middlefex  and  Surrey  as  lie  in  and 
near  the  metropolis ;  and  for  the 
more  effeftual  prevention  of  felo¬ 
nies. 

To  revive  and  continue,  until  the 
end  of  the  next  feffion  of  parliament, 
an  aft  of  the  46th  year  of  his  pre¬ 
fent  Majefty,  for  fufpending  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  actions,  <md  other  pro*. 


ceedings  relating  to  the  woollen 
manufafture. 

For  transferring  to  his  Majefty, 
certain  poffeffions  and  rights  veiled 
in  the  Sierra  Leone  company,  &c. 

To  enable  his  Majefty  to  grant 
to  her  Ma  jelly  the  Queen  a  capital 
meffuage  called  Frogmore,  &c. 

To  repeal  certain  provifions  of 
an  aft,  palfed  in  the  46th  year  of 
his  prefent  Majefty,  for  enquiring 
into  the  ftate  of  Windfor  Foreft, 
&  c. 

To  grant  certain  duties  on  cal- 
licoes,  muffins,  cotton  yarn,  &c. 

To  continue  until  the  29th  day 
of  September  180S,  feveral  afts  for 
the  better  colleftion  and  fecurity 
of  the  revenues  of  cuftoms  and  ex- 
cife  in  Ireland,  and  for  preventing 
frauds  therein. 

For  allowing  a  drawback  on 
certain  linens  exported  from  Great 
Britain  to  the  Weft  Indies. 

To  amend  an  aft,  made  in  the 
parliament  of  Ireland  in  the  5th 
year  of  his  prefent  Majefty’s  reign, 
for  erefting  and  eftablilhing  pub¬ 
lic  infirmaries  or  hofpitals  in 
Ireland. 

To  revive  and  continue,  until 
the  25th  of  March  1 808,  an  aft  of 
the  39th  year  of  his  prefent  Ma¬ 
jefty,  for  the  more  effeftual  encou¬ 
ragement  of  the  Britifh  filheries. 

To  repeal  fo  much  of  an  aft  of 
the  laft  feffion  of  parliament,  as  re¬ 
lates  to  the  payment  of  duty  on 
coffee  and  cocoa  nuts  when  export¬ 
ed  from  the  warehoule  in  which  the 
fame  fhall  have  been  fecured. 

To  enable  his  Majefty’s  poll- 
mailer-general  to  open  and  return 
letters  direfted  to  Hamburgh  or 
other  places  abroad,  and  which 
have  been  or  fhall  have  been  re¬ 
turned  or  not  fent. 

August 
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August  13. 

To  prevent  improper  perfons 
from  having  arms  in  Ireland, 

For  allowing  a  certain  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  militia  in  Ireland,  vo¬ 
luntarily  to  enlift  into  his  Majef¬ 
ty regular  forces. 

For  increafing  the  militia  of  Ire¬ 
land,  under  certain  limitations  and 
reftriftions. 

For  allowing  a  certain  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  militia  in  Great  Britain 
voluntarily  to  enlift  into  his  Ma- 
jefty's  regular  forces. 

For  encouraging  the  exportation 
of  fait  from  Ireland. 

To  amend  an  aft  of  the  46th 
year  of  his  Majefty,  for  the  better 
regulation  of  the  office  of  receiver- 
general  of  the  poll  office  in  Eng¬ 
land. 

To  give  further  time  for  pur- 
chafing  the  legal  quays  and  ware- 
houfes,  in  the  port  of  London. 

To  repeal  certain  duties  on  fo¬ 
reign  goods,  wares,  and  merchan¬ 
dize  exported  from  Great  Britain 
to  Ireland. 

To  fufpend,  until  the  ift  of  May 
1808,  the  payment  of  all  draw¬ 
backs  on  fpirits  made  or  diftilled  in 
Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  and  ex¬ 
ported  from  either  country  to  the 
other  refpeftively. 

For  repealing  the  duties  and 
drawbacks  payable  on  filks,  and 
for  granting  other  duties  and  ano¬ 
ther  drawback  in  lieu  thereof. 

To  allow  the  bounty  now  pay¬ 
able  on  Britilh  callicoes  and  cot¬ 
tons  exported  to  Gibraltar  to  be 
paid  on  the  fame  articles  when  ex¬ 
ported  to  Malta. 

To  exempt  fales  of  Weft-India 
produce,  by  the  Weft -India  dock 
company  from  payment  of  duties 
and  charges,  from  the  auftion  duty. 

To  make  more  effeftual  provi- 
Vol*  XLIX.  or  Vol.  VII.  Ne 


lions  for  the  prevention  of  fmug«* 
gling. 

To  permit,  until  the  end  of  the 
next  feffion  of  parliament,  the  im¬ 
portation  of  Swedifti  herrings  into 
Great  Britain. 

For  the  better? government  of 
the  fettlements  of  fort  St.  George 
and  Bombay ;  for  the  regulation 
of  public  banks,  &c. 

For  difcharging  from  the  claims 
of  the  crown  certain  real  and  per- 
fonal  eftates  to  general  De  Lancey, 
late  barrack-mafter-general,  and 
veiled  intrufteesfor  fale. 

For  maintaining  and  preferving 
a  military  canal  and  road,  made 
from  Shorncliff  in  the  county  of 
Kent,  to  Cliff  End  in  the  county  of 
Suffex. 

1  \ 

August  14. 

For  fpeedily  completing  the 
militia  of  Great  Britain,  and  in¬ 
creafing  the  fame,  under  certain  li¬ 
mitations  and  reftriftions. 

For  railing  500,000!.  by  trea« 
fury  bills  for  the  fervice  of  Ireland 
for  the  year  1 807. 

For  enabling  his  Majefty  to 
raife  4,500,0001.  for  the  fervice  of 
Great  Britain. 

For  more effeftually  lecuring  the 
payment  of  the  debts  of  traders. 

For  fufpending  the  operation  of 
an  aft  of  the  36th  year  of  his  pre- 
fent  Majefty,  for  the  further  fup- 
port  and  maintenance  of  curates, 
&c. 

For  granting  a  certain  fum  of 
money  cut  of  the  confolidate^l  fund 
of  Great  Britain,  and  for  applying 
certain  monies  therein  mentioned 
for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1807, 
and  for  further  appropriating  the 
fupplies  granted  in  this  feffion  of 
parliament. 

j 
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ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1807. 


J844 

Account  of  the  Progrejspnade  in  the  'Redemption  of  the  Public  Funded  Debt  of  Great  Britain ,  i/< 
redeemed  by  the  Commiffioners  for  the  Reduction  of  the  National  Debt  fnce  I  ft  of  Augufi ,  17865  the  Aver 
in  :  alfo,  the  Capital  of  Debt  transferred  to  the  jaid  Commiffioners  on  Account  of  Land ■  Tax  redeemed. 


Funds. 


Confolidated  3  per  Cent,  Ann. 

Reduced  -  Do. 

Old  South  Sea  Ann.  - 

New  -  Do.  Do.  -  $ 

3  per  Cent.  -  Do.  -  Anno  1751 

Couiolidated  4  per  Cent.  Ann. 

Do.  -  5  per  Cent.  Do. 

5  per  Cent.  Ann,  1797  and  18OS 
3  per  Cent.  -  Do.  1726 
Do.  -  Bank  Ann. 


Transferred  to  the  Commiflrs.  byrea-  ) 
fonof  Land  redeemed  ift.  Feb.  1807  5 

Debt,  exifting.  Feb.  1,  1807 
Redeemed  by  the  CommilTioners 

Debt  unredeemed  1  ft  Feb.  1807 


7  5 


646,936,641  10  io£ 
113,860,517  o  o 


33,076,124  10  iof 


Capitals, 

Redeemed  by 
Commiflrs. 
from  istAug. 
1786  to  ift 
Feb.  1807. 

Total  Sums  paid. 

£  d- 

£• 

£•  *•  d 

384,196,558  4  5* 

47,137,310 

28,774,099  19  c 

150,144,044  7  10 

54,661,807 

34,238,043  4  : 

5  3,681,000 

2,6*8,072  13  « 

24,065,084  13  iif 

l  2,899,000 

2,062,618  4  : 

1,919,600  0  0 

722,00c 

527>949  5  c 

49,425,084  17  2 

2,617,400 

2,278,402  1  ; 

44,809,542  1  8 

142,000 

126,998  7  • 

2,406,132  13  3 

1,000,000  0  0 

11,686,800  0  0 

- 

^669,652,846  18  3| 

1 13,860,517 

70,617,182  15 

An  Account  of  the  Progrefs  made  in  the  Redemption  of  the  Public  Debt  of  Ireland  Funded  in  Gre . 

Britain ,  at  1 ft  February ,  1807. 


Funds. 

Capitals.. 

Redeemed 
by  the 
CommiflTrs. 
at  ift  Feb. 
1807. 

Total  Sums 
Paid. 

Average 
3rice  of 
Stocks. 

Confol.g  per  ^ 
Ct.  Ann.  5 
Red.  Do. 
Confol.4per  } 
Ct.  Do.  5 
Do.  5perCt,  } 
Do.  .  5 

£• 

26,429,250 

14,628,750 

300,000 

360,000 

£• 

1,759,89° 

1,961,451 

£•  •>  d. 

1,071,495  8  4 

1,169,368  1  3 

602 

J9l 

3>72I»34I 

|a, 240, 863  9  7 

Redeemed 
by  Com-  jr- 
miftioners  3 

Unredeem-  A 
ed  1  Feb.  S 

'2807.  3 


41,718,000 

3>73M4i 


Sums 

Annually  applicable  to  tb 
Reduction  of  Debt. 


:r  Ct.  on  A 
itals 

ited.  3 

Dividend  on  A 

£.3,721,341  f 
at  3  per  Ct.  ( 
Ann.  3 


£>’  s‘ 
425,318  19 


111,640 


37,996,659 


536,953 


Exchequer,  M^rch  16,  1807. 


Wm.  ROSE  HAWORTH. 
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of  February,  1S07  j  diflivguifhing  the  C  a pit  ah  of  the  jeveral  Funds,  and  specifying  bow  much  of  each  has  bten 
age  Price  of  Stocks  ;  and  the  Sums  annually  applicable  to  the  ReduBion  thereof :  likenvife,  the  Annuities  to  fa 


Average 
Price  of 
Stocks, 

Sums 

Annually  applicable  to  the  Reduction  of 
the  National  Debt. 

Annuities 

Fallen  in  fince  22d  June,  1802,  or  that 
will  fall  in  hereafter. 

f*  S .  da 

6if 

Ann. Charge,  per  26G.III 

1,000,000 

Excheq.  Anns.  2  &  3  A.  J 

23*369  *3  4 

6.of 

Ditto  42  ditto 

200,000  0  0 

expired  5  April,  1803  3 

70# 

Anns,  for  99  and  96  } 

f/i  RRn  t  a  f\ 

Do.  expired  5th  Jan.  1805 

7,030  6  8 

74 

Years,  expired  1792  5 

Do.  4  Anne,  5  th  Apr.  1805 

23,254  11  6 

73| 

Do.  for  ioYears,  exp.  1787 

25,000  0  0 

Do.  5  Anne,  5th  Apr.  1806 

7,776  10  0 

S7 

LifeAnns.  uiaclaimed  for  A 

Do.  6  Anne,  5  th  Apr.  1807 

4,710  10  0 

89t 

3Years,or  efwhich  the  ( 

Do.  do.  5th  July,  1807 

1 0, 1 8 1  0  0 

Nominees  have  died  ( 

49*59°  4  7 

Bank  Long  Anns.  exp.  i860 

1,047,499  5  4f 

prior1  to  5th  July,  1 802  j 

Do.  Short  Do.  -  1808 

4i8*333  0  11 

Dividend  on  111,  101,  ? 

1 17I.  at  3  per  Cent.  5 

1*33  3>°33  10  2 

By  an  Add  42  Geo.  III.  cap. 

62 

Do.  on  2,617,400!.  at  A  ? 

104,696  0  0 

71.  fuch  Annuities  as  fall 

per  Cent.  -  -  5 

in  after  palling  that  Add, 

Do.  on  i42,ooel.  Navy,  7 

are  not  to  be  placed  to  the 

,at  5  per  Cent.  -  3 

7*100  0  0 

Account  of  the  Commif- 

Ann.  of  1  perCt.  on  Pt.  1 

lioners  for  E.edudlion  of  the 

of  Capitals  crea!.  lince  > 

3,491,679 10  7 

National  Debt ;  but  are  no 

ill  Feb.  1793  -  j 

longer  to  be  continued  in 

the  Annual  Charge  thereof. 

r,  265, 987  15  10 

■ 

An  Account  of  tbs  Total  Amount  of  the  Sums  aElually  received  by  the  CommiJJioners  for  the  ReduBion  of  the 

National  Debt,  iu  the  Tear  ending  ^th  fan.  1807. 


On  Account  of  Great  Britain . 

By  Annual  Ifiue,  26  Geo.  111.  - 

Ditto  -  --42- 
99  &  96  Anns.  - 

Anns.  1777-  ' 

Expired  and  Unclaimed  Anns,  on  Lives  - 
f,  1  per  cent,  per  ann.  on  Capitals  created  by  Leans  raifed 
from  1793  (that  of  1802  excepted)  to  1806,  both 


inclufive  -  -  -  -  ~ 

Interest  on  £.3  per  cent.  Annuities  - 

■  — ■  on  £.4  per  cents.  - 

—  on  £.5  per  cents.  - 

On  Account  of  Ireland. 

f.  1  per  cent,  per  ann.  on  Capitals  created  by  Loans  raifed 
from  1797  to  1806,  both  inclulive  - 
Inteveft  on  £.3  per  cent.  Anns.  - 

On  Account  of  Imperial. 

per  cent,  per  ann.  on  the  Capital  created  by  Loan  1797 
Intereft  on  3  per  cent.  Imperial  Anns.  - 


1  C 

s. 

d, 

1,000,000 

0 

0 

200,000 

0 

0 

54,880 

14 

6 

25,000 

0 

0 

50,308 

5 

7 

3*273*»9i 

5 

ol 

3,058,224 

2 

6 

104,696 

0 

0 

7»I0° 

0 

0 

400,418 

19 

3 

93,320 

15 

8 

36,693 

0 

0 

19*495 

11 

5 

- 

£.  1.  d . 

S 

7  >  7  73 » 400  7  9* 

493*739  14  i* 

56,188  11  5 

8,323,328  14  i|. 


Feb.  23, 1807. 


*  R  3 
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Account  of  the  Public  Expenditure  of  Great  Britain ,  for  the  Tear  ending  $tb  fanuarjy  1807. 


perma 


Xntereft  and  Charges  on  the 

nent  Debt  of  Great  Britain 

The  Intereft  on  Exchequer  Bills 

The  Civil  Lift 

^  A  Courts  of  Juftice 
Other  charges  1  Min( 

°r  i  -  j£  j  >  Allow,  to  Roy. Fam. 
Confol, dated  C  Saiariea  and  Allow. 

Fund,  Viz.  ^  Bounties  -  - 

Civil  Government  of  Scotland 
Other  Payments  in  Anticipation 
Bounties  for  Filheries,  Manufac¬ 
tures,  Corn,  See. 
penlions  on  the  Hereditary  Rev. 
Militia  and  Defer ters  Warrants,  & c. 

Kavy.-v— Salaries  to  the  Offices 

For  Wages,  Bounty,  Flag-Pay, 
Half-pay,  and  Penlions 
For  Dock-yards,  Building  of  Ships, 
Stores,  Pilotage,  &c. 
PorMarine  Service  on  Shore 

The  Victualling  Department 
The  Trapfport  do.  for  Tranfports, 
do.  lor  Prifoners  of  War,  Sick 
and  Wounded  Seamen,  &c» 
Milceilaneous  Services 


Ordnance  » 

Army. — Ordinary  Services  ;  viz. 

For  Regul,  Fenc.  Milit.Inval. 

and  Volunteer  Corps 
Barracks  - 
Staff  Officers  and  Officers  of 
Garrifons 
Half  Pay 
Widows’  Penlions 
Chelfea  Hpfpital 
Exchequer  Fees 
Pay  of  Public  Offices 


Extraordinary  Services 
Loans,  Remittances,  and  Advances 
to  other  Countries;  Ireland 
Milceilaneous  Services 

At  Home  »  -  g 

Abroad  _ 


Dedudt  Loan  for  Ireland 
■2<$tb  March ,  1807. 


£*  s.  d . 


123,600  o  o 

2,651,89  5  8  6 

6,569,813  4  10 

437,500  o  o 


1,632,137  33  o 
289,000  o  o 


8,155,365 

8 

5 

347*4 1 7 

19 

4 

189,955 

4 

1 

213,000 

0 

0 

26,000 

0 

0 

189,712 

0 

8 

86,903 

16 

10 

74,236 

1© 

8 

d. . 


958,000  o  o 
'62,124  6  2 

14,254  10 
291,644  2 

36,268  o 
220,281  3 


6 

5 

3i 


342,163  4  3 

27,700  o  o 
164,397  16  8 


9,782,808  13  4 

4,380,081  11  6 


1,921,137  13  o 


9,282,491  o  o 
5, 828,999  7  8 


£.  s.  d . 

29,026,172  12  of 
1,310,686  18  9 


1,582,370  2  8J 
83*752  H  3i 


534,261  o  11 


16,884,027  17  30 
4,511,064  I  7 


2,561,340  12  I 

205>352  8  io| 


£• 


15,111,490  7  s 

1,768,000  O  Q 


2,766,693  O  Ilf 


72,778, 7^  l6 
7,768,000  o  o 


71,010,718  16  9J- 


*  ™5  incIu<5's  the  Svm  °{  £w*70  >S>-  3y.  for  Intereft  paid  «  Iropeiiai  Lgjns. 
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Account  of  the  Public  Expenditure  of  Ireland,  for  the  Tear  ending  on  the  5  th  of  January,  1807. 


HEADS  of  EXPENDITURE. 

For  Interest  on  the  Funded  Debt  of 
Ireland,  including  Annuities  for 
Lives  and  Terms  of  Years;  alfo 
I  per  Cent,  for  the  Reduction  of 
the  Capital  created  by  Loans  fince 

1 797* 

For  Charge  of  Management  thereon 
There  was  alfo  applied  towards  the 
Reduction  of  the  National  Debt, 
the  Annual  I  flue  of  - 


Whereof  was  applied,  towards  the 
Reduction  of  the  National  Debt 


Total  on  Account  of  Intereft 
Ditto  for  Charge  of  Management 
Ditto,  on  Account  of  the  Reduction 
of  the  National  Debt  » 


d. 


3,068,983  16  2 


67,635  S  4 


3,136,619 

4  6 

859,963 

14  1 

2,276,655 

10  5 

27,046 

9 

859*963 

14  1 

27,046  9  I  of 


The  Pntereft  on  Exchequer  Bills 
IfTues  for  Purpofes  appointed  by  the 
Parliament  of  Ireland  prior  to  the 
Union,  &c.  - 

IfTues  from  appropriated  Funds  for 
local  Purpoles  - 


Civil  Lift  - 

Penlions  -  -  - 

Other  Permanent  Charges 


Payments  in  Anticipation  of  Exche¬ 
quer  Receipts,  viz.  - 
Bounties  ----- 
Militia,  Army  of  Referve,  Defert- 


ers’  Warrants,  5c c. 


3,163,665  14  4! 


Ordnance 

Army.— Ordinary  Service,  viz. 
Regulars,  Militia,  and  Volunteer 
Corps  -  -  -  -  r 

Barracks  - 
Staff  Officers,  and  Officers  of  Gar- 
rifons  - 

Half-pay  Officers,  Supernumerary 
Officers,  and  Reduced  Chaplains 
Officers’  Widows  - 

Royal  Holpital  - 
Public  Officers,  their  Deputies 
Clerks,  and  Incidental  Expences 


3,006 

9 

H 

454* 4lS 

? 

3? 

24,762 

11 

6 

*33*995 

14 

H 

93*250 

16 

199,072 

13 

49,880 

16 

2-1 

71,881 

1 

Y  I 
A4 

3*645,853  4  IE 


4^6,319  3  icf 


Extraordinary  Services 


Mifcellanies 
Vote  of  Credit 


Total 


2,236,326 

I9 

O 

286,659 

2 

l9i 

64,821 

1 

9 

30,192 

12 

Z1 

4*947 

6 

9 

47,096 

5 

*1 

9,501 

7 

4i 

2»679*544 

1  6 

5 

496,142 

6 

4 

£K>  C3> 

«3 

121,761  17  2| 
475  o  o 


3,175,687  2 

285,650  J4 
7,906  14 


3 

o 


3  4 


£•  S, 537,653  17  6 


Treafury»Chamhcrs,  Dublin  Ca£le,  28th  February,  i8oj 


G.  CAVENDISH* 


S48 
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An  Account  of  the  Unfunded  Debt  of  Ireland,  and  Demands 
Outftanding,  on  the  5th  January  1807  5  under  the  Heads  of, — Loan 
Debentures,  Exchequer  Bills,  and  Lottery  Prizes  ; — diftinguifhing 
under  each  Head  refpe&ively  the  Particulars  of  which  fuch  Debt  ©r 
Demand  confifted,  and  alfo  what  Part  of  the  faid  Debt  and  Demand 
was  then  provided  for,  and  in  what  Manner  ;  and  what  Part  thereof 
was  Unprovided  for. 


Loan  Debentures . 

Hefidue  of  Debentures  bearing  4I.  per 
Cent,  Intereft  to  the  Year  1788,  pro¬ 
vided  for  by  27  and  28  Geo.  III.  but 
not  claimed  by  the  Proprietors;  viz. 

Old  Loan  - 
Loan  by  Lottery  1780 
Loan  by  Lottery  1781 


Exchequer  Bills. 

Outftanding  Exchequer  Bills,  provided 
for  by  feveral  Adis  of  Parliament,  but 
not  claimed  by  the  Proprietors ; 

Payable  24  June  1783  - 

24  June  1790  -  - 

24  June  1791  - 

24  June  1795  - 

24  June  1801  -  - 

24  June  1803  -  - 

Lottery  Prizes . 


Outftanding  Lottery  Prizes  of  the  feveral  Lotteries  from  1782 
to  1801  -------- 

Total 


•dP  0  St  da 


(a)2,225  0  0 


(a)  658  6  % 


(a}27,027  o  o 

29,910  6  8 


(a)  Provifion  has  been  made  for  thefe  Sums  by  feveral  Adts  of  Parliament. 
Treafury-Chambers,  Dublin  Caftle,  7 

^Eth  February  2807,  J  Cavendish* 
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SUPPLIES  granted  by  Parliament  for 

the  Year  1807- 


NAVY,  &c. 
December  30,  1806. 

THAT  i20j000  be  employed  for  the  fea-fervice, 
for  the  year  1B07,  including  29,000  royal  ma¬ 
rines  : 

For  wages  for  ditto  - 

For  victuals  for  ditto  - 

For  wear  and  tear  of  fhips  in  which  they  are  to 
ferve  - 

For  ordnance  fea-fervice  on-board  fuch  fhips 

January  25,  1807. 

That  an  additional  number  of  10,000  men  be  em¬ 
ployed  for  the  fea-fervice  for  1807,  including 
2,400  royal  marines : 

For  wages  for  ditto 
For  victuals  for  ditto 
For  wear  and  tear  of  fhips  in  which  they  are  to  ferve 
For  ordnance  fea-fervice  on-board  fuch  (hips 
For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy  for  1807 
For  the  extraordinary  eftablilhment  of  ditto 
For  the  hire  of  tranfports 
For  fick  and  wounded  feamen  at  home  and  abroad  - 
For  prifoners  of  war  at  home  and  abroad 


£■ 


2,886,000  o  o 
2,964,000  o  o 

4,680,000  o  © 
390,000  o  o 


240,500  , 

0 

© 

247,000 

0 

0 

390,000 

0 

© 

32,500 

0 

© 

UI35>434 

9 

3 

I34>9°3 

0 

0 

1,500,000 

0 

0 

300,000 

0 

0 

500,000 

0 

Q 

'.17,400,337 

9 

3 

ARMY, 

January  23,  1807. 

That  113,795  effe&ive  men  be  employed  from  25th 
December,  1806,  to  24th  December,  1807  : 

For  guards,  garrifons,  and  other  land  forces,  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  -  -  4,051,623  ©  6 

.  For 
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For  forces  in  the  plantations,  including  thofe  ferving 
at  Gibraltar,  in  the  Mediterranean,  &c. 

For  five  troops  of  dragoons,  and  thirteen  companies 
of  foot  flattened  in  Great  Britain  for  recruiting 
regiments  ferving  in  India 
For  recruiting  and  contingencies  for  land-forces  in 
Great-Britaln  and  Ireland 

For  general  and  ftafF- officers,  and  officers  of  the  hos¬ 
pitals  - 

For  defraying  the  charge  of  full  pay  to  fupernume- 
rary  officers  - 

For  allowances  to  the  principal  officers  of  feveral 
public  departments  - 

For  the  increafed  rates  of  fubfiflence  to  be  paid  to 
innkeepers  and  others  on  quartering  foldiers 
For  half- pay  to  reduced  officers 
For  military  allowances  to  ditto 
For  half-pay  and  allowances  to  reduced  officers  of 
American  forces  - 

Fcr  officers  late  in  the  fervice  of  the  ftates-general  - 
For  the  in  and  out  penfioners  of  Chelfea  and  Kih. 

mainham  hofpitals  - 

For  penfions  to  widows  of  officers  of  the  land  forces 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
For  foreign  corps  - 

For  the  royal  military  college 
For  the  royal  military  afylum 

For  allowances  to  retired  chaplains  and  officiating 
chaplains  of  the  forces  - 

For  general  and  hofpital  expences  in  Ireland 
For  the  barrack  department  in  Ireland 
For  allowances  on  the  compaffionatedift 
For  the  commiffary-general’s  department  for  Great 
Britain  . 

For  the  barrack  department  in  Great-Britain 


£•  s.  a, 
2,609,143  13  9 


25,214  10  o 
277,249  o  10 
190,529  17  6 

34,418  11  o 
221,2c®  18  5 

467>273  3  11 

186,282  1  9 

5>533  1  2 

44,000  o  o 
750  o  o 

406,383  7  $ 

43,258  7  6 

832,54°  19  0 

22,175  5  10 
21,227  8  4 

18,208  15  11 
18,461  10  10 
469,450  12  6 

12,000  o  o 

841,526  6  5 

506,237  o  o 


£*1  1j3°5>3^7  *3  4 


MILITIA  AND  FENCIBLE  CORPS,  &c. 

January  23,  1807. 

For  the  embodied  militia  and  corps  of  fencible  in¬ 
fantry  in  Great-Britain  and  Ireland,  from  25th 
December  1806,  to  24th  December,  1807  -  2,493,644  7  5 

For  contingencies  for  ditto  »  6 2,153  17  o 

For  cloathing  for  the  embodied  militia  in  Great 

Britain  -  -  -  -  157,227  16  4 

For  volunteer  corps  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  -  11490,301  4  8 

April 
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April  20. 

Making  provifion  for  the  pay  and  cloathing  of  the 
militia  of  Great- Britain  for  1807. 

Making  allowances  to  adjutants  and  ferjeants  of  the 
militia  difembodied. 

Ditto,  to  the  fubaltern  officers  of  the  militia  in  time 
of  peace. 

Making  provifion  for  the  pay  and  cloathing  of  the 
militia  of  Ireland,  and  of  allowances  to  fubaltern 
officers  in  time  of  peace,  for  1807. 

£•4^03,327  5  | 


ORDNANCE. 

January  8,  1807. 

For  the  charge  of  the  office  for  land-fervice  for  Great 

Britain  for  1807  -  2,278,197  o  10 

Ditto,  in  Ireland  -  479,246  19  7 

Ditto,  for  Great  Britain,  and  not  provided  for  in 

1805  -  301,406  9  8 

Ditto,  in  1806  -  262,365  14  z 

£.3,311,216  +  3 


MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES. 


January  26,  1807. 

For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  fuperinteadance  of 
aliens  - 

For  the  Public-office  in  Bow-flreet 
For  confining,  maintaining,  and  employing  convi<5ls 
at  home  - 

For  defraying  the  extra  charge  for  contingencies  of 
the  three  fecretaries  of  ftate 
For  meflengers  for  ditto  - 
For  foreign  and  other  fecret  fervices 
For  law  charges  - 

For  extraordinary  expences  incurred  in  profecu- 
tions,  &c.  relating  to  the  coin 
To  be  paid  to  fheriffs  for  conviction  of  felons 
For  the  relief  of  the  fuffering  clergy  and  laity  of 
France,  See.  - 

To  makegood  deficiency  for  1806 


63853 

0 

I  2, COO 

0 

0 

5I>35° 

0 

0 

15,000 

0 

0 

1 2,000 

0 

0 

175,000 

0 

0 

20,000 

0 

0 

3,000 

0 

0 

1  i,6oo 

0 

0 

140,199  17  o 

L432  !3  6 

For 
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For  Proteftant  diffenting  minifters  in  England  and 
Ireland  - 

Eor  the  miniders  of  the  Vaudois  churches 
For  defraying  bills  of  the  ufher  of  the  court  of  exche¬ 
quer  for  fupplying  the  court  and  offices  with  fta- 
tionery  - 

For  falaries  and  allowances  to  officers  of  the  houfes 
of  lords  and  commons  - 

For  works  done  at  the  two  houfes  of  parliament,  and 
at  the  fpeaker’s  houfe  - 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  vote  of  lad  fef- 
fion  for  ditto  - 

For  works  and  repairs  of  the  military  roads  in 
North  Britain  -  «  y  «. 


March  4, 

For  defraying  the  expence  of  civil  buildings  in  Ire¬ 
land 

For  printing  and  binding  250  copies  of  Ads  47 
Geo,  III. 

For  proclamations  and  advertifements  in  the  Dublin 
Gazette  - 

For  printing,  ftationery,  and  other  difburfements  for 
the  public  offices  in  Ireland 
For  defraying  the  ex  pence  of  criminal  profecutions 
in  Ireland  - 

Ditto,  of  apprehending  public  offenders  in  Ireland  - 
For  the  fupport  of  the  non-conforming  minifters  of 

Ireland  - 

For  the  expence  of  Pratique,  in  the  port  ofDublin  - 
Ditto,  of  his  majefty’s  gold  mine  in  the  county  of 
Wicklow  - 

To  be  paid  to  the  accountants  general,  for  extraordi¬ 
nary  trouble  in  preparing  public  accounts  of  Ire¬ 
land  for  parliament  - 

Ditto  to  the  deputy-accountant  ditto 
Ditto  to  the  examinator  of  corn  bounties 
Ditto  the  infpedor-generaJ  of  imports  and  exports  - 
Ditto  to  the  firft  clerk  in  the  office  of  ditto 
Ditto  to  the  examinator  of  excife 
Ditto  to  the  affidant  ditto 

Ditto  to  the  clerk  in  the  office  of  auditor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  - 

For  defraying  the  expence  of  treafury  incidents  in 
Ireland  - 

For  the  linen  and  hempen  manufadurers  of  Ireland  - 
To  be  paid  to  the  Boaid  of  FiriNFruits  - 


£- 

s. 

d. 

10, 33s 

3 

0 

1,828 

5 

4 

1  >93  4 

4 

5 

5,210 

0 

0 

39,760 

0 

0 

ii,8oo 

0 

0 

4*993 

5 

0 

25,000 

0 

0 

1,200 

0 

0 

10,500 

0 

0 

21,208 

0 

0 

25,000 

0 

0 

2,500 

0 

0 

9,429 

18 

0 

1,047 

10 

2 

1,000 

0 

0 

34o 

0 

0 

240 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

250 

0 

0 

200 

0 

6 

200 

0 

0 

150 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

3>5°° 

0 

0 

21,600 

0 

0 

5,000 

0  0 
For 

t 
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For  defraying  the  charge  of  cloathing  his  majefty’s 
heralds,  purfuivants  at  arms,  and  ftate  trumpeters 
Ditto  the  battle-axe  guards 

For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  Society  for  promo¬ 
ting  Englifti  Proteftant  Schools  in  Ireland 
Ditto  of  the  Foundling  Hofpital  in  Dublin 
For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  Hibernian  Marine 
Society  in  Dublin  - 

Ditto,  of  the  Hibernian  School  for  Soldiers’  Children 
Ditto,  of  the  Female  Orphan  Houfe  in  Dublin 
Ditto,  of  the  Society  for  promoting  the  knowledge 
and  practice  of  the  Chriftian  Religion 
Ditto,  of  the  Weftmoreland  Lock  Hofpital  in 
Dublin  - 

Ditto,  of  the  Houfe  of  Induftry  in  Dublin 
Ditto,  of  the  Fever  Hofpital  in  Dublin 
Ditto,  of  the  Lying-in  Hofpital  in  Dublin 
Ditto,  of  the  Commiffioners  of  Charitable  Dona¬ 
tions 

Ditto,  of  the  Roman-Catholic  Seminary  in  Ireland 
Ditto,  of  the  expence  of  Dcdor  Steevens’s  Hofpital 
Ditto,  for  building  the  intended  hall  for  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons  - 

Ditto,  to  the  Dublin  Society  for  promoting  Huf- 
bandry  and  other  ufeful  arts  in  Ireland 
Ditto,  of  the  Farming  Society  in  Ireland 
For  paving,  cleaning,  and  lighting  the  ilreets  of 
Dublin  - 

To  be  paid  to  the  commiffioners  for  making  wide 
and  convenient  ftreets  in  Dublin 
For  finilhing  fir  Patrick  Dun’s  Hofpital 

March  5 

To  make  good  the  like  fum  which  has  been  advanced 
to  the  king  of  Pruffiia  - 

I 

March  I  2  „ 

For  paying  off  and  difcharging  certain  annuities 
after  the  rate  of  £.$  per  cent ,  per  ann.  granted 
by  ads  37  and  42  Geo.  III. 

Towards  completing  the  purchafe  of  buildings  and 
'  ground  in  and  near  Palace-yard,  Weftminiter,  per 
ads  44,  45,  and  46  Geo.  III. 

To  defray  the  charge  of  printing  and  ftationery  for 
the  two  houfes  of  parliament  for  1807 
For  defraying  the  expence  of  printing  and  deliver¬ 
ing  the  Votes,  and  for  printing  bills,  &c„. 


LE.  * 

25$ 

£■  ■ 

r. 

d. 

1,086 

0 

O 

740 

Q 

O 

22,621 

O 

O 

22,500 

O 

O 

1,609 

O 

O 

I  1,626 

O 

O 

1,000 

O 

O 

1,262 

O 

O 

7>957 

O 

O 

22,862 

O 

O 

35092 

O 

O 

25.500 

O 

O 

400 

O 

O 

13,000 

O 

O 

50.3 

O 

O 

6,000 

O 

O 

1 2,000 

O 

O 

9  5,000 

© 

O 

20,000 

O 

O 

4,500 

O 

O 

6,000 

O 

O 

80,000 

0 

0 

196,949  19  10 


11,750  14  6 

29,500  0  o 

20,000  o  o 
Ditto, 
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Ditto,  that  may  be  incurred  for  reprinting  Journals, 
&c.  for  1807  ... 

Ditto,  that  may  be  incurred  for  printing  the  59th 
volume  of  Journals  for  1807 
To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  grant  of  laft  fefiion 
for  printing  and  ftationery  for  houfes  of  parlia- 
ment  - 

Ditto,  for  printing  and  delivering  the  Votes,  See.  - 
Ditto,  for  printing  the  58th  volume  of  Journals 
For  defraying  the  expence  of  carrying  on  the  build- 
of  a  new  mint  on  Tower-hill 
Ditto,  of  printing  articles  of  impeachment,  minutes 
of  evidence,  and  copies  of  the  trial  of  lord  Vif- 
count  Melville  - 

To  be  applied  in  further  execution  of  aft  43  Geo. 
III.  for  making  roads  and  building  bridges  in 
Scotland.  - 

For  defraying  the  expence  of  the  Caledonian  Canal 
for  1807  -  - 

For  paying  fees  on  palling  public  accounts  for  1 807 
To  difeharge  bills  drawn  and  to  be  drawn  from 
New  South  Wales  - 

/"For  civil  eftablifhment  of  Upper  Canada  in  1807 
Ditto,  of  Nova  Scotia 
Ditto,  of  New  Brunfwick 
Ditto,  of  Prince  Edward  Illand 
Ditto,  of  Cape  Breton  - 
Ditto,  of  Newfoundland  » 

Ditto,  of  the  Bahama  I  Hands 
Ditto,  of  the  Bermudas 
Ditto,  of  the  Illand  of  Dominica 
kDitto,  of  New  South  Wales 


m 

a* 

o 


Em  / 

<( 

fet  \ 


2= 

"< 

fa* 


March  23,  1807. 

To  make  good,  money  ilfued  purfuant  to  addrefifes 
To  fatisfy  an  award  made  by  Dr.  Swabey  and  Mr. 

Greffulhe  refpefting  the  fhip  Dunkirk 
To  make  good,  money  iifued  for  falaries  to  the  addi¬ 
tional  commiffioners  of  public  accounts 
To  defray  expences  of  carrying  on  the  building  of 
the  new  mint  - 

Ditto,  of  additional  allowances  to  clerks  in  the  office 
for  auditing  public  accounts 
To  make  good  money  ilfued  to  Dr.  Brooke  Clarke, 
for  his  trouble  relative  to  the  aft  for  enforcing  the 
residence  of  the  clergy  - 
% 


£■ 

s. 

/. 

10,000 

0 

0 

4,000 

0 

& 

9>789 

1 1 

H 

14,88 1 

16 

2 

459 

2 

4 

7°>977 

*7 

0 

2,046 

6 

0 

10,250 

14 

0 

5I*25° 

H 

0 

5,000 

0 

0 

25,000 

0 

0 

8,280 

0 

0 

7*i65 

0 

0 

4,650 

0 

0 

3D  00 

0 

0 

2,040 

0 

0 

2,565 

0 

0 

4.4®° 

0 

0 

1,030 

0 

0 

6o@ 

0 

0 

12,704 

1 9 

6 

V# 

Os* 

CO 

*7 

8 

>'.538 

*4 

6 

5*397 

s* 

dJ 

© 

5,000 

0 

0 

4,252 

i 

1 

73i  ”  11 

Ditto, 
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Ditto,  for  expences  attending  the  trial  of  lord  vif- 
count  Melville  - 

Ditto,  to  Meflrs.  Kay  and  Winter,  folicitors  to  the 
managers  of  the  impeachment  agaimt  lord  Mel¬ 
ville  -  - 

Ditto,  to  the  officers  of  the  houfe  of  commons  for  at¬ 
tending  public  committees 
Ditto,  to  the  counfel  to  the  chairman  of  the  com* 
mittees  of  the  houfe  of  lords  in  1806 
Ditto,  for  the  Thames-police-office 
Ditto,  iffued  to  Henry  Cowper,  efq.  for  additional 
trouble  during  the  trial  of  lord  vifcount  Mel¬ 
ville  r 

To  make  good,  money  as  compenfation  to  perfons 
attending  during  the  trial  of  lord  Melville 
Ditto,  for  the  purchafe  of  a  houfe  for  an  office  for 
the  commiffioners  of  India  affairs 
Ditto,  towards  defraying  the  expence  of  a  plan  for 
the  eftabliftiment  of  an  horfe  patrol 
Ditto,  to  pay  a  bill  drawn  by  fir  Eyre  Coote  for 
bounties  on  filh  - 

Ditto,  to  Mr.  Ganter  for  expences  of  the  office  for 
examination  of  accounts  in  the  Weft-Indies 
Ditto,  for  extra  expences  incurred  at  the  funeral  of 
the  late  lord  vifcount  Nelfon 
Ditto,  for  books  of  fcience  and  chemical  articles  for 
the  fettlement  of  New  South  Wales 
Ditto,  for  charges  incurred  in  execution  of  aft  for 
enquiring  into  the  public  military  expenditure  - 
Ditto,  to  Mr,  Clemen tfon  for  the  rent  of  a  houfe  - 
Ditto,  to  pay  bills  drawn  by  commiffioner  Laidlow 
for  bounties  on  fifh  imported  into  Dominica 
Ditto,  for  publifhing  the  average  price  of  fugar 
Ditto,  for  contingent  expences  incurred  in  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  an  aft  for  enquiring  into  naval  abufes 
Ditto,  to  the  ferjeant  at  arms  to  the  houfe  of  lords, 
for  his  fervice  during  feffion  1806 
Ditto,  to  the  chairman  of  the  committees  of  the 
houfe  of  lords,  for  his  attendance  in  feffion  1806 


April  20. 

*For  paying  off  and  difcharging  certain  £.$  per  cent* 
annuities  granted  per  afts  37  and  42  Geo.  III. 

To  be|  paid  to  the  captors  of  the  fecond  Swedifti 


aS 


£.  s.  <?'. 
1,216  17  10 

7,549  O  2 

I 

2 33  10  o 

762  10  o 
649  1 2  o 

224.  12  o 

974  3  & 
272  5  4 

3,172  18  © 

535  9  0 

1.622  1 9  6 

71  4  c 

114  11  Q 
2,637  l3  6 

219  14  G 

271  12  6 

434  © 

1,060  19  c 

1.623  o  © 
2.698  13  © 

139,138  16  S 
10*306  18  5 


I 
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April  2J. 

Towards  enabling  the  truftees  of  the  Britifh  Mu« 
feum  to  carry  on  the  trulls  repofed  in  them  by 
parliament  - 

To  be  paid  to  ditto,  for  making  good  deficiency  for 
1805  ~ 


s. 


3,872  4  8 

1,684  0  4 


£.1,326,339  11  iof 
and  Irijh  currency 
285,023  8  2 

EXCHEQUER  BILLS. - - - 

January  3,  1807. 

For  paying  off  exchequer  bills  made  out  per  aft  of 

laft  feflion  for  raifing  £.10,500,000  -  10,500,000  o  © 


February  6. 

For  difcharging  the  intereft  of  fuch  exchequer  bills 
as  may  may  paid  off  in  1807 


April  20. 

For  paying  off  and  difcharging  exchequer  bills  made 
out  by  aft  of  laft  feftion  for  raifing  £1,500,000 
Ditto  ....  for  raifing  £.3,000,000  - 


1,200,000  m 


1,500,000  o 
3,000,000  o 


# 


o 

o 


£.16,200,000  o  o 


WAYS  and  MEANS  for  raising  the  SUPPLIES. 

January  1,  1807. 

For  continuing  the  duties  on  malt. 

For  raifing  four  {hillings  in  the  pound  upon  penfions, 
offices,  and  perfonal  eftates. 

For  continuing  certain  duties  on  fugar,  malt,  to¬ 
bacco,  and  fnuff. 


January  6. 

For  raifing  £.10,500,000  by  loans  or  exchequer 

bills,  for  the  fervice  of  Great  Britain  »  10,500,000  o  © 


January  27. 

For  raifing  £.1,000,000  Irifh  currency,  for  the  fer¬ 
vice  of  Ireland  •  -  *  »  1,000,000  o  © 


March 
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Marck  5. 

For  railing  £,  14, 200,000  by  annuities,  whereof  the 
charges  of  ^.12,200,000  are  to  be  defrayed  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain,  and  of  £»2, 000, 000  on 
the  part  of  Ireland,  and  for  defraying  the  charges 
created  by  the  faid  £.12,200,000  -  -  14,200,000 


s„ 


o 


if 


o 


March  2 6. 

For  raifing  £.1,500,000  by  annuities,  for  the  fervice 
of  Ireland  -  1,500,000  Q  Q 

April  25. 

That  the  charge  of  the  pay  and  cloathing  of  the  mi¬ 
litia  of  Great  Britain  be  defrayed  out  of  the  land 
tax. 

That  the  charge  of  the  allowances  to  adjutants  and 
ferjeant-majors  of  the  militia  of  England  difem- 
bodied,  be  defrayed  out  of  the  land  tax. 

That  the  allowances  to  certain  fubaltern  officers  of 
the  militia  in  Great  Britain  be  defrayed  out  of  the 
land  tax. 

That  the  charge  of  the  pay  and  cloathing  of  the  mi¬ 
litia  of  Ireland,  and  allowances  to  fubaltern  offiU 
cers,  be  defrayed  out  of  the  confolidated  fund  of 
Ireland. 


Von.  XLIX.  or  Vot.  VII.  New  Se&ses, 


THE 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  180/. 


STATE  PAPERS. 

C:  '  f,  *  4  •  r i  •  -  , 


The  King's  rnqft  gracious  Speech , 
which  was  delivered,  by  Commif- 
Jion,  at  the  Clcfe  of  the  Sejjiotty 
Z'jth  of  April y  1807. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

WE  have  it  in  command  from 
his  Majefty  to  inform  you, 
that  his  Majefty  has  thought  fit 
to  avail  himfelf  of  the  firft  moment 
which  would  admit  of  an  interrup¬ 
tion  of  the  fitting  of  Parliament, 
without  material  inconvenience  to 
the  public  bunnefs,  to  clofe  the 
prefent  Seffion  ;  and  that  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  has  therefore  been  pleafed  to 
camfe  a  Commiffion  to  be  iffued, 
under  the  Great  Seal,  for  prorogue - 
ing  Parliament.  We  are  further 
commanded  to  ftate  to  you,  that 
his  Majefty  is  anxious  to  recur  to 
the  fenfe  of  his  people,  while  the 
events  which  have  recently  taken 
place  are  yet  frefti  in  their  recol- 
ledion.  His  Majefty  feels,  that 
in  reforting  to  this  meafure,  under 
the  prefent  circumftances,  he  at 
once  demonftrates,  in  the  moft  un¬ 
equivocal  manner,  his  own  confci- 
entious  perfuafion  of  the  reditude 
of  thofe  motives  upon  which  he 
has  aded,  and  affords  to  his  people 
the  beft  opportunity  of  teftifying 


their  determination  to  fupport  him 
in  every  exercife  of  the  preroga¬ 
tives  of  his  Crown,  which  is  con¬ 
formable  to  the  facred  obligations 
under  which  they  are  held,  and 
conducive  to  the  welfare  of  his 
kingdom,  and  to  the  fecurity  of 
the  Conftitution.  His  Majefty 
direds  us  to  exprefs  his  entire 
convidion,  that  after  fo  long  a 
reign,  marked  by  a  feries  of  in¬ 
dulgences  to  his  Roman  Catholic 
fubjeds,  they,  in  common  with 
every  other  clafs  of  his  people, 
rnuft  feel  allured  of  his  attachment 
to  the  principles  of  a  juft  and  en¬ 
lightened  toleration,  and  of  his 
anxious  defire  to  proted  equally, 
and  promote  impartially,  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  all  defcriptions  of  his  fub¬ 
jeds. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons. 

His  Majefty  has  commanded  us 
to  thank  you,  in  his  Majefty’s 
name,  for  the  fupplies  which  you 
have  furnifhed  for  the  public  fer- 
vice.  He  has  feen  with  great  fa- 
tisfadion  that  you  have  been  able 
to  find  the  means  of  defraying,  in 
the  prefent  year,  thofe  large  but 
necelfary  expences  for  which  you 
,  have 
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Lave  provided,  without  impofing 
upon  his  people  the  immediate 
burthen  of  additional  taxes.  His 
Majefty  has  obferved  with  no  lefs 
fatisfadion  the  inquiries  which  you 
have  infti f uted  into  fubjeds  con- 
neded  with  the  public  economy  ; 
and  he  trufts  that  the  eariy  atten¬ 
tion  of  a  new  Parliament,  which  he 
will  forthwith  dired  to  be  called, 
will  be  applied  to  the  profecution 
of  thefe  important  objeds.' 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

His  Majefty  has  di reded  us 
moft  earneftly  to  recommend  to 
you,  that  you  fhould  cultivate,  by 
all  means  in  your  power,  a  fpirit 
of  union,  harmony,  and  good  will, 
amongft  all  dalles  and  deferiptions 
of  his  people.  His  Majelly  trulls 
that  the  diviftons  naturally  and  un¬ 
avoidably  excited  by  the  late  un¬ 
fortunate  and  uncalled  for  agitation 
of  a  quellion  fo  interefting  to  the 
feelings  and  opinions  of  his  people, 
will  fpeedily  pafs  away  ;  and  that 
the  prevailing  fenfe  and  determi¬ 
nation  of  all  his  fubjeds  to  exert 
their  united  efforts  in  the  caufe  of 
their  Country,  will  enable  his  Ma¬ 
jelly  to  condud  to  an  honourable 
and  fecure  termination  the  great 
conteft  in  which  he  is  engaged. 


The  King’s  moft  gracious  Speech , 
which  was  delivered  by  Commif- 
j ton ,  on  opening  the  Firjt  S  elf  on  of 
the  Fourth  P arliament  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  22(i  of  June  1807. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

We  have  it  in  command  from 
his  Majelly  to  Hate  to  you,  that 
having  deemed  it  expedient  to  re¬ 
cur  to  the  fenfe  of  his  people,  his 


Majelly,  in  conformity  to  his  de¬ 
clared  intention,  has  loll  no  time 
in  caufmg  the  prefect  Parliament 
to  be  afiembled. 

His  Majelly  has  great  fatisfac- 
tion  in  acquainting  you,  that  f  nee 
the  events  which  led  to  the  dido™ 
lution  of  Parliament,  his  Majelly 
has  received,  in  numerous  addreffes 
from  his  fubjeds,  the  warmed  af- 
furances  of  their  affedionate  at¬ 
tachment  to  his  perfon  and  govern¬ 
ment,  and  of  their  firm  refolution 
to  fupport  him,  in  maintaining  the 
juft  rights  of  his  Crown,  and  the 
true  principles  of  the  Conftitution  5 
and  he  commands  us  to  exprefs  his 
entire  confidence  that  he  (hall  ex¬ 
perience  in  all  your  deliberations  a 
determination  to  afford  him  an 
equally  loyal,  zealous,  and  affec¬ 
tionate  fupport,  under  all  the  ardu¬ 
ous  circumftances  of  the  prefent 
time. 

We  are  commanded  by  his  Ma- 
jefly  to  inform  you,  that  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  endeavours  have  been  moft 
anxioufly  employed  for  the  purpofe 
of  drawing  clofer  the  ties  by  which 
his  Majelly  is  conneded  with  the 
powers  of  the  Continent  ;  of  aftift- 
ing  the  efforts  of  thofe  powers 
againft  the  ambition  and  oppreffion 
of  France;  of  forming  fuch  engage¬ 
ments  as  mav  enfure  their  conti¬ 
nued  co-operation ;  and  of  eftablifh- 
ing  that  mutual  confidence  and  con¬ 
cert  fo  effential  under  any  courfe 
of  events  to  the  reftoration  of  a 
folid  and  permanent  peace  in  Eu¬ 
rope. 

It  would  have  afforded  his  Ma. 
jefty  the  greateft  pleafure  to  have 
been  enabled  to  inform  you,  that 
the  mediation  undertaken  by  his 
Majefty  for  the  purpofe  of  preferv- 
ing  peace  between  his  Majefty ’s 
ally,  the  Emperor  of  Pvuftia,  and 
*  $  2  the 
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the  Sublime  Porte,  had  proved  ef¬ 
fectual  for  that  important  objeCt ; 
his  Majefty  deeply  regrets  the 
failure  of  that  mediation,  accompa¬ 
nied  as  it  was  by  the  difappoint- 
ment  of  the  efforts  of  his  Majefty  *s 
fquadron  in  the  fea  of  Marmora, 
and  followed  as  it  has  fince  been  by 
the  Ioffes  which  have  been  fuftained 
by  his  gallant  troops  in  Egypt. 

His  Majefty  could  not  but  la¬ 
ment  the  extenfion  of  hoffci li ties  in 
any  quarter,  which  fhould  create  a 
diverfion  in  the  war  fo  favourable 
to  the  views  of  France;  but  la¬ 
menting  it  efpecially  in  the  inftance 
of  a  power  with  which  his  Majefty 
has  been  fo  ciofely  conne&ed,  and 
which  has  been  fo  recently  indebt¬ 
ed  for  its  protection  againft  the  en¬ 
croachments  of  France  to  the  fig- 
nal  and  fuccefsful  interpofttion  of 
his  Majefty ’s  arms. 

His  Majefty  has  dire&ed  us  to 
acquaint  you,  that  he  has  thought 
it  right  to  adopt  fuch  meafures  as 
might  beft  enable  him,  in  concert 
with  the  Emperor  of  Ruflia,  to  take 
advantage  of  any  favourable  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  bringing  the  hoftili ties 
in  which  they  are  engaged  againft 
the  Sublime  Porte,  to  a  conclusion, 
eonfiftent  with  his  Majefty's  ho¬ 
nour,  and  the  intereft  of  his  ally. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons. 

His  Majefty  has  ordered  the 
eftimates  of  the  current  year  to  be 
laid  before  you,  and  he  relies  on 
the  zeal  of  his  faithful  Commons 
to  make  fuch  provifions  for  the 
public  fervice,  as  well  as  for  the 
further  application  of  the  fums 
which  were  granted  in  the  laft 
Parliament,  as  may  appear  to  be 
neceftary. 

And  his  Majefty,  bearing  con- 


ftantly  in  mind  the  neeeflity  of  a 
careful  and  economical  adminiftra- 
tion  of  the  pecuniary  refources  of 
the  country,  has  direCled  us  to  ex- 
prefs  his  hopes  that  you  will  pro¬ 
ceed  without  delay  in  the  purfuit 
of  thofe  inquiries,  connected  with 
the  public  economy,  which  en¬ 
gaged  the  attention  of  the  laft  Par¬ 
liament. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

His  Majefty  commands  us  to 
ftate  to  you,  that  he  is  deeply  im- 
prefled  with  the  peculiar  import¬ 
ance,  at  the  prefent  moment,  of 
cherifhing  a  fpirit  of  union  and 
harmony  amongft  his  people  :  fuch 
a  fpirit  will  moft  effectually  pro¬ 
mote  the  profperi ty  of  the  country 
at  home,  give  vigour  and  efficacy 
to  its  councils,  and  its  arms  abroad | 
and  can  alone  enable  his  Majefty, 
under  the  bJefling  of  Providence, 
to  carry  on  fuccefsfully  the  great 
conteft  in  which  he  is  engaged,  or 
finally  to  conduCt  it  to  that  termi¬ 
nation  which  his  Majefty’s  mode¬ 
ration  and  juftice  have  ever  led  him 
to  feek,  a  peace — in  which  the  ho¬ 
nour  and  intereft  of  his  kingdom 
can  be  fecure,  and  in  which  Europe 
and  the  world  may  hope  for  inde, 
pendence  and  repofe. 


His  Majefty1  s  mof  gracious  Anfwer 
to  an  Addrefs  from  the  Houfe  of 
Commons ,  on  the  2  $tb  of  March , 
fraying  his  Mnjefy  not  to  grant 
any  Office  during  Lifef  which  was 
not  ufually  fo  granted.  Commu¬ 
nicated  to  the  Houfe  by  Lord  G. 
Thynne ,  8th  of  Afrit y  1807. 

His  Majefty  acquaints  his  faith¬ 
ful  Commons,  that  he  will  take 
the  fubjeCt  of  their  addrefs  into  his 

moft 
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ntofl:  ferious  conlideration  ;  and 
thinks  it  proper,  at  the  fame  time, 
to  inform  them,  that  he  has 
thought  it  fit  to  provide,  that  in 
a  grant  now  to  be  made  of  the 
office  of  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy 
of  Lancafter,  the'  office  fhall  be 
conferred  only  during  his  Royal 
pleafure. 

His  Majefty  allures  his  faithful 

Commons,  that  in  the  execution  of 

the  powers  with  which  he  is  in- 
* 

trufted  by  law,  to  grant  certain 
offices  for  life,  as  in  the  exercife 
of  all  the  prerogatives  of  his 
crown,  his  conduct  will  at  all 
times  be  governed  by  an  anxious 
attention  to  the  public  intereft 
and  welfare. 


The  following  Mejfcige  from  his  Ma - 
jejly  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  by  Mr.  Secretnry  Can¬ 
ning  t  2%th  July,  1807. 

G.  R. 

His  Majefty  thinks  it  proper  to 
acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
that  he  has  entered  into  certain 
fubfidiary  engagements  with  the 
King  of  Sweeden,  copies  of  which, 
as  foon  as  the  ratifications  fhall 
have  been  exchanged,  his  Majefty 
will  direft  to  be  communicated  to 
the  Houfe.  His  Majefty  alfo 
thinks  proper  to  acquaint  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  that  his  Ma- 
jelly’s  minifter  to  the  King  of 
Pruflia  has,  in  confequence  of  au¬ 
thority  from  his  Majefty,  and  of 
the  urgency  of  affairs  upon  the  Con¬ 
tinent,  advanced  to  the  Pruflian 
government  the  fum  of  iqo,ooo1. 
sterling;  aod  that  his  Majefty  has, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  campaign,  fur- 
»ifh®d  to  the  Pruflian  government 


fupplies  of  arms  and  other  military 
ftores,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 
in  the  whole  the  fum  of  200,000k 
fterling ;  and  his  Majefty  trufts 
that  the  Houfe  will  enable  him  to 

make  good  the  fame. 

*  .  .  i 


The  following  Mejfage  from  his  Ma - 
jejly  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  28 th  of  jfulyy  1807. 

G.  R. 

His  Majefty,  relying  on  the 
uniform  loyalty  and  zeal  of  his 
faithful  Commons,  and  eonfidering 
that  it  may  be  of  the  utmoft  im¬ 
portance  at  this  arduous  crifis,  to 
provide  for  fuch  emergencies  as 
may  arife,  recommends  it  to  this 
Houfe  to  make  provifion  for  ena¬ 
bling  his  Majefty  to  take  all  fuch 
meafures  as  the  exigencies  of  af¬ 
fairs  may  require,  in  order  to. 
counteract  and  defeat  the  inten¬ 
tions  and  plans  of  his  enemies, 
and  to  provide  for  the  fafety  of 
his  Majefty’s  dominions,  and  to 
maintain  the  honour  of  his  crown. 


Trot  efts  againft  the  American  Indem - 

7iity  Bill ,  2Cjih  of  July ,  1807. 

Diflentient ;  ift,  Becaufe  it 
ought  to  be  fhewn  on  behalf  of 

O 

thofe  whom  it  is  propofed  to  in¬ 
demnify  for  a  violation  of  the  law, 
not  only  that  their  aft  was  necef- 
fary  to  preferve  the  public  from  in¬ 
jury,  but  that  this  neceflity  was 
not  induced  by  their  fault.  In  the 
cafe  on  which  tfie  houfe  has  de¬ 
cided,  the  neceflity  was  created  by 
his  Majefty’s  minifters  themfelves, 
who  advifed  the  diffolption  ot  the 
laft  parliament,  when  the  confe- 
*  S  3  <£uence 
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queoce  muft  evidently  be,  that  the 
trade  and  intereft  of  the  public 
would  fuffer  material  injury,  or 
that  the  power  of  the  crown  muft 
be  exerted  againft  law,  and  in  ma- 
nifeft  derogation  of  the  common 
-liberty. 

2d,  Becaufe,  if  on  the  one  hand, 
/the  principle  of  the  conftitution 
requires  that  the  power  of  diffolu- 
tion  fhou-Id  rdide  in  the  crown,  it 
is  not  lefs  true,  on  the  other,  that 
the  power  of  parliament  over  the 
.  public  purfe,  and  the  right  of  the 
two  houfes,  exclusively  to  advife 
his  Majefty  in  the  making,  repeal¬ 
ing,  fufpending  arid  altering  of 
laws,  is  the  proper  conftitutional 
check  upon  this  prerogative.  But  if 
it  be  admitted  that  a  diffolution  of 
parliament  is  in  itfelf  fufficient  to 
juftify  the  continuing  beyond  the 
term  fixed  by  parliament,  and  by 
the  foie  authority  of  the  crown, 
the  operation  of  any  legislative 
provifton,  and  particularly  of  an 
aid:  of  fupply,  the  power  of  the 
purfe,  and  the  iegiflative  funflions 
of  both  houfes,  would  be  virtually 
transferred  to  the  crown,  and  all 
the  fecurities  which  the  conftitu¬ 
tion  has  provided  for  the  due  ad- 
miniftration  of  his  Majefty  Ss  af¬ 
fairs,  and  for  the  property  and  li¬ 
berty  of  the  whole  nation,  would 
be  utterly  invalidated  and  def- 
troyed. 

3d,  Becaufe  at  the  time  of  the 
late  di Ablution  all  the  ineafures  re¬ 
commended  by  government  having 
been  adopted,  all  the  fupplies 
granted,  and  no  difference  exifting 

between  the  two  houfes,  or  between 

* 

his  Majefty  and  his  parliament,  it 
is  evident  that  there  was  no  urgent 
political  and  public  neceffity  which 
could  warrant  the  expoftng  govern¬ 
ment  to  an  alternative  fo  ferious 


and  important  as  that  which  is  the 
fubjed  of  the  prefen t  proceeding. 

Carysfgrt  for  the  fir  ft  two 
reafons : 

And  moreover,  becaufe  ihe  pre¬ 
tences  alkdged  for  the  diffolution 
of  parliament,  viz.  the  difrniffal  of 
the  late  adminiftration,  the  difeuf- 
fions  which  arofe  upon  it,  and  the 
caufes  which  led  to  it  were  not,  in 
my  judgment,  fufficient  to  juftify 
thofe  who  advifed  fo  unufual  an 
exercife  of  prerogative,  together 
with  a  consequent  breach  of  the 
law  and  an  acknowledged  invafion 
of  the  rights  of  the  fubjetft. 

The  notion  that  either  on  the 
bare  removal  of  a  miniftry,  or  in 
confequence  of  motions  purporting 
to  criminate  the  advifers  of  the 
crown,  parliament  may  and  ought 
to  be  diftblved,  has  a  direff  ten¬ 
dency  to  fubvert  the  freedom  of 
debate, ^  to  break  the  independent 
fpirit  of  the  commons  houfe  of  par¬ 
liament,  and  to  render  that  branch 
of  legiftature  the  fubfervient  organ 
of  the  min  iff er  of  the  day. 

Nor  can  any  jnft  plea  for  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  exercife  of  prerogative 
and  manifeft  violation  of  law  be 
founded  on  the  meafures  projected 
by  the  late  adminiftration  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  Roman  Catholics  and  other 
dilfenters;  meafures  always  recon- 
cileable  to  the  true  principles  o£ 
wifdom  and  juftice,  and  now  not 
only  imperioufty  called  for  by  the 
exigencies  of  the  times,  but  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary  to  the  fafety  of  the 
united  empire. 

Vassall  Holland,  Rosslyn. 

Diflentient ;  iff,  Becaufe  the 
amendment  to  the  preamble  moved 
upon  the  report  was  reje&ed  by  the 
houfe. 

2d,.  Becaufe  though  a  bill  of 
indemnity  unqueftionably  implies 

that 
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that  the  law  has  been  violated,  and 
though  it  was  admitted  in  debate, 
that  nothing  but  neceffity  can  pof- 
fihly  juftify  the  violation  of  law  ; 
yet  the  frequency  and  facility  with 
which  bills  of  indemnity  have  of 
late  years  been  granted,  the  facred 
nature  of  the  law  which  has  in  this 
initance  been  tranfgreffed,  and  the 
circumftances  which  gave  rife  to 
the  neceffity,  feemed  to  me  t©  call 
for  fome  more  folemn  declaration  of 
the  conftitutional  principles,  which 
by  fuch  tranfgreffions  of  the  law 
are  manifeftly  violated,  than  a  fi tu¬ 
ple  recital  of  the  neceffity  of  the 
violation,  and  an  immediate  and 
unqualified  indemnity  for  it,  with¬ 
out  reference  to  the  events  which 
produced  that  neceffity,  or  to  the 
peculiar  nature  of  the  illegal  mea- 
fure  itfelf. 

3d,  Becaufe  the  principles  which 
have  in  this  inftance  been  violated 
are  fo  facred  and  fundamental  in 
our  conftitution,  that  at  all  feafons 
and  upon  all  occafions,  eien  if  the 
ground  of  neceffity  were  incontro- 
vertibly  proved,  it  would  become 
the  dignity  of  the  houfe  of  lords, 
and  would  be  confident  with  that 
jealous  and  independent  fpirit, 
which,  where  the  privileges  of 
the  fubjedt  are  concerned,  ffiould 
always  characterize  a  Britifh  par¬ 
liament,  fcrupuloufiy  and  anxioufly 
to  record,  in  the  inftrument  of  in¬ 
dulgence  itfelf,  their  fenfe  of  thofe 
invaluable  rights ;  the  infringe¬ 
ment  of  which  nothing  but  an 
over-ruling  neceffity  had  or  could 
have  induced  them  to  overlook. 

The  right  by  which  the  fubjeft 
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is  exempted  from  all  taxes  not 
granted  by  common  confent  of 
parliament,  has  at  all  times  been 
deemed  by  found  conftitutional 
lawyers,  and  has  frequently  been 
recognized  by  parliament  itfelf,  to 
be  coeval  with  the  frame  and  con¬ 
ftitution  of  the  kingdom,  and  has 
repeatedly  and  folemnly  been  de¬ 
clared  and  fecured  by  charters  of 
our  princes,  and  ads  of  our  legifla- 
ture. 

By  the  great  charter  of  our  li¬ 
berties,  in  the  reign  of  king  John, 
no  aid  or  fcutage  can  be  levied  on 
the  kingdom  without  the  confent 
of  the  common  council  cf  the  na¬ 
tion.  By  the  ftatutum  de  tallagio 
non  concedendo  *,  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  I.  Firft,  no  tallage  or 
aid  can  be  levied  by  the  King 
without  confent  of  the  archbilhops, 
biffiops,  earls,  barons,  knights, 
burgefies,  and  freemen  of  the  com¬ 
monalty  of  this  realm  ;  and  as  in 
the  frequent  remonft ranees  of  the 

A 

parliaments  of  Edward  III  +.  the 
jealous  attachment  of  our  anceftors 
to  this  fundamental  maxim  of  our 
conftitution  is  recorded,  fo  in  the 
impeachment,  condemnation  and 
punifhment  of  the  lord  Latimer, 
which  took  place  at  the  clofe  of 
that  reign  their  determination 
to  enforce  it  is  ftrongly  exempli¬ 
fied  :  and  at  fubfequent  and  later 
periods  of  our  hiftory  the  endea¬ 
vours  of  our  forefathers  were  uni¬ 
formly,  but  more  particularly  in 
the  petition  of  rights  in  1627,  and 
in  the  acts  of  Charles  II.  ||,  recited 
in  the  rejefted  preamble,  directed  to 
the  folemn  recognition  and  perpe- 


*  34  Edw.  I.  ftat.  4.  f  13  Edw.  III.  Rot.  Pari.  §  5.  c.  13  5  14  Edw.  III.  flat.  r. 
cap.  21;  14  Edw.  III.  flat.  2.  cap.  1 ;  17  Edw.  III.  Rot.  Pari.  §  28;  21  Edw.  III. 

Fvot.  Pari.  §  11,  16  j  2 5  Edvr:  III.  Rot.  Pari.  §  ia;  36  Edw.  III.  Rot.  Pari.  §  18  ; 
36  Edw.  III.  cap.  11.  |  50  Edw.  III.  Rot.  Pari.  ^  20,  28.  |j  3  Car.  I.  cap.  2  ; 

e6  Qar,  I.  cap.  8  ;  12  Car.  II,  cap.  4. 
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tual  fecurity  of  this  ineftimable 
privilege.  And,  finally,  in  that 
folemn  aft  of  the  legiflature,  com¬ 
monly  called  the  Bill  of  Rights*, 
the  levying  money  without  confent 
of  parliament,  and  the  difpenfing 
with  laws,  both  which  praftices 
have  in  this  inftance  occurred,  are 
declared  and  enafted  to  be  illegal. 

It  feemed,  therefore,  to  me  no 
light  or  trivial  matter,  no  ordinary 
or  indifferent  proceeding,  to  in¬ 
demnify  perfons  for  the  violation 
of  fucb  fundamental  maxims  of  the 
comtitution,  and  prudence  required 
a  folemn  and  ftudious  declaration 
of  the  great  delicacy  and  importr 
ance  of  the  tranfaftion,  a  precau¬ 
tion  which  the  frequency  of  fueh 
bills,  and  the  repeated,  though, 
perhaps,  unpremeditated  exertions 
of  fuch  illegal  authority  of  late 
years,  have  in  my  judgement  ren¬ 
dered  indifpenfably  neceflary. 

Vassal  Holland. 


Broteji  again]}  the  Rtjefti&n  of  the 
Offices  in  Reverfon  Bill . 

Diffentient,  becaufe  the  Proteft- 
ing  Lords  might  be  anxious  to 
aftign  as  a  reafon  again  ft  the  re- 
jeftion  of  the  Bill,  the  aflurances 
which  were  held  out  to  the  public, 
that  the  late  difibluticJn  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  was  not  fuggefted  by  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  advifers  for  the  purpofe, 
nor  fhould  in  its  confequences  have 
the  effeft  of  fruftrating,  or  even 
interrupting,  the  benefits  likely  to 
arife  from  the  labours  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  finance.  Aflurances 
which  in  our  opinion  have  been 
violated,  by  the  fudden  and  unex¬ 
pected  rejection  of  rhe  Bill. 


#  l  Gwl  etMar.  feflT.  a.  cap.  %. 


(Signed) 

V  assal  Holland, 
Lauderdale, 

Co  WPER, 

Wentworth,  Fitzwil- 

LIAM, 

Ponsonby  (Inchilly). 


His  Majefty’ s  Moft  Gracious  Speech , 
which  was  delivered  by  Commif 
fon  at  the  clofe  of  the  SeJJlan^ 
Auguft  14,  1807. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

We  have  it  in  command,  from 
his  Majefty,  to  exppefs  the  fatif- 
faftion  with  which  he  finds  him- 
felf  enabled  to  give  you  that  recefs 
which,  after  the  great  and  diligent 
exertions  which  you  have  made  in 
the  difpatch  of  public  bufinefs, 
muft,  at  this  advanced  feafon  of 
the  year,  be  fo  peculiarly  defir- 
able. 

His  Majefty  has  been  graciouf- 
ly  pleafed  todireft  us  to  return  you 
his  thanks  for  the  fteady  loyalty 
and  attachment  to  his  perfon  and 
government,  and  the  zealous  de¬ 
votion  to  the  public  ferviee  which 
have  charafterifed  all  your  deli¬ 
berations,  and  moft  efpecially  to 
thank  you  for  the  feafonable  exer¬ 
tions  which  you  have  enabled  him  , 
to  make  for  the  augmentation  of 
the  military  force  of  his  king¬ 
dom. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons. 

His  Majefty  has  commanded  us 
to  return  you  his  warmeft  thanks 
for  the  fupplies  which  you  have 
granted  with  fo  much  cheerfulnefs, 
for  the  current  year ;  and  whan 
he  confiders  theprovifion  you  have 
made  for  thofe  contingent  and  un¬ 
fa  refee  n. 
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forefeen  fer  vices,  which  the  events 
of  the  war  may  render  neceffary, 
his  Majefty  has  the  greateft  fatif- 
faftion  in  recognizing  the  wifdom 
wherewith,  in  a  time  of  extraordi¬ 
nary  difficulties,  you  have  antici¬ 
pated  the  poffible  demands  which 
thofe  difficulties  may  occafion. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

His  Majefty  commands  us  to 
allure  you,  that  he  deeply  deplores 
the  unfortunate  iflue  of  the  war 
upon  the  Continent. 

The  immenfe  extenfion  of  the 
power  and  influence  of  France, 
and  the  undifguifed  determination 
of  the  enemy  to  employ  the  means 
and  refources  of  thofe  countries 
which  he  poffeffes  or  controuls,  for 
the  purpofe  of  eftedling  the  ruin  of 
this  kingdom,  undoubtedly  prefent 
a  formidable  view  of  the  dangers 
and  difficulties  which  this  country 
has  to  encounter. 

But  his  Majefty  trufts,  that  the 
loyal  and  brave  people  over  whom 
he  reigns  are  not  to  be  difcouraged 
or  difheartened. 

From  the  recolleftion  of  thofe 
difficulties  under  which  his  people 
have  fuecefsfully  ftruggled,  and  of 
thofe  dangers  which  they  have 
happily  furmounted,  his  Majefty 
derives  the  confolation  of  believ¬ 
ing,  that  the  fame  fpirit  and  perfe- 
verance  which  have  hitherto  re¬ 
mained  unbroken,  will  continue  to 
be  exerted  with  unabated  vigour 
and  fuccefs. 

And  while  his  Majefty  com¬ 
mands  us  to  repeat  the  afturances  of 
his  conftant  readinefs  to  entertain 
any  propofals  that  may  lead  to  a 
fecure  and  honourable  peace,  he 
commands  us  at  the  fame  time  to 
exprefs  his  confidence  that  his 
parliament  and  people  will  feel 


with  him  the  necefii ty  of  perfever- 
ing  in  thofe  vigorous  efforts  which 
alone  can  give  the  character  of  ho¬ 
nour  to  any  negociation,  or  the 
profpeft  of  fecurity  or  permanence 
to  any  peace. 

His  Majefty,  therefore,  trufts 
that  his  people  will  be  always  ready 
to  fupport  him  in  every  meafure 
which  may  be  neceffary  to  defeat 
the  defigns  of  his  enemies  againft 
the  independence  of  his  Majefty’s 
dominions,  and  to  maintain,  againft 
any  undue  pretenlions,  and  againft 
any  hoftile  confederacy,  thofe  juft 
rights  which  his  Majefty  is  al¬ 
ways  deftrous  to  exercife  with 

a 

temper  and  moderation  ;  but  which, 
as  effential  to  the  honour  of  his 
crown,  and  the  true  interefts  of 
his  people,  he  is  determined  never 
to  furrender. 


Note  delivered  by  the  Britijh  Plenh 
potentiaries  to  the  American  Com- 
mijjioners ,  dated  Dec.  3 1,  1806. 

The  underfigned  Henry  Rich* 
ard  Vaffal,  Lord  Holland,  and 
William,  Lord  Auckland,  Pleni¬ 
potentiaries  of  his  Britannic  Ma¬ 
jefty,  have  the  honour  to  inform 
Janies  Munroe  and  William  Pink¬ 
ney,  Commiffioners  Extraordinary 
and  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  that  they  are 
now  ready  to  proceed  to  the  figna- 
ture  of  the  treaty  of  amity,  com¬ 
merce,  and  navigation,  on  t^ie 
articles  of  which  they  have  mu¬ 
tually  agreed. 

But  at  the  fametime  they  have  it 
in  command  from  his  Majefty,  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Commif¬ 
fioners  of  the  United  States  to 
fome  extraordinary  proceedings 
which  have  lately  taken  place  on. 

the 
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the  Continent  of  Europe,  and  to 


communicate  to  them  officially  the 
fentiments  of  his  Majefty  ?s  go  vern* 
ment  thereupon. 

The  proceedings  alluded  to  are 
certain  declarations  and  orders  of 
the  French  government,  hTued  at 
Berlin,  on  the  21ft  of  November 
laft. 

In  tliofe  orders  the  French  go. 
verntnent  feeks  to  juftify  or  palli¬ 
ate  its  own  unjuft  pretenftons,  by 
imputing  to  Great  Britain  prin¬ 
ciples  which  fhe  never  profe'ffed, 
and  practices  which  never  exifted. 
His  Majefty  is  accufed  of  a  fyf- 
tematic  and  general  difregard  of 
the  law  of  nations,  recognifed  by 
civilized  ftates,  and  more  particu¬ 
larly  of  an  unwarrantable  extenfion 
of  the  right  of  blockade  ;  whereas 
his  Majefty  may  confidently  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  world,  on  his  uniform 
refped  for  neutral  rights,  and  his 
general  and  fcrupulous  adherence 
to  the  law  of  nations,  without  con- 
defcending  to  contrail;  his  conduct 
in  thefe  particulars,  with  that  of 
his  enemy  ;  and  with  regard  to  the 
only  fpecific  charge,  it  is  notorious 
that  he  has  never  declared  any 
poris  to  be  in  a  ft  ate  of  blockade, 
without  allotting  to  that  objeCt  a 
force  fufficient  to  make  the  en¬ 
trance  into  them  manifeftly  dan¬ 
gerous. 

By  fuch  allegations,  unfounded 
as  they  are,  the  enemy  attempts  to 
juftify  his  pretentions  of  confiscat¬ 
ing,  as  lawful  prize,  all  produce  of 
Englifh  induftry  or  manufacture, 
though  it  be  the  property  of  neu¬ 
trals  ;  of  excluding  from  his  har¬ 
bours  every  neutral  veflel  which 
has  touched  at  any  port  of  his 
Majefty’s  dominions,  though  em¬ 
ployed  in  an  innocent  commerce  : 
and  of  declaring  Great  Britain  to 


be  in  a  ftate  of  blockade,  though 
his  own  ports  and  arfenals  are 
actually  blockaded,  and  he  is  un¬ 
able  to  filiation  any  naval  force 
whatever  before  any  port  of  the 
United  Kingdom. 

Such  principles  are  in  themfelves 
extravagant,  and  repugnant  to  the 
law  of  nations ;  and  the  preten¬ 
tions  founded  on  them,  though 
profefiedly  directed  folely  againft 
Great  Britain,  tend  to  alter  the 
practice  of  war  among  civilized 
nations,  and  utterly  to  fubvert  the 
rights  and  independence  of  neutral 
powers.  The  undertigned  cannot, 
therefore,  believe,  that  the  enemy 
will  ever  ferioufly  attempt  to  en¬ 
force  fuch  a  fyftem.  If  he  ftiould, 
they  are  confident  that  the  good 
fenfe  of  the  American  government 
will  perceive  the  fatal  confequences 
of  fuch  pretentions  to  neutral  com¬ 
merce,  and  that  its  fpirit  and  re¬ 
gard  to  national  honour,  will  pre¬ 
vent  its  acquiefcence  in  fuch  pal¬ 
pable  violations  of  its  rights,  and 
injurious  encroachments  on  its  in- 
terefts. 

If,  however,  the  enemy  fhould 
carry  thefe  threats  into  execution, 
and  if  neutral  nations  fhould,  con¬ 
trary  to  all  expedlation,  acquiefce 
in  fuch  ufurpations,  his  Majefty 
might  probably  be  compelled, 
however  relu&antly,  to  retaliate  in 
his  juft  defence,  and  to  ififue  orders 
to  his  cruifers  to  adopt  towards 
neutrals  any  hoftile  fyftem  to 
which  thefe  neutrals  fhall  have 
fubmitted  from  his  enemies.  The 
commiffioners  of  the  United  States 
will  therefore  feel,  that  at  a  mo¬ 
ment  when  his  Majefty,  and  all 
the  neutral  nations,  are  threatened 
with  fuch  an  extenfion  of  the  bel¬ 
ligerent  pretentions  of  his  enemies, 
he  cannot  enter  into  the  ftipula- 
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tions  of  the  prefent  treaty  without 
an  explanation  from  the  United 
States  of  their  intentions,  or  a  re¬ 
fer  vation  on  the  part  of  his  Majefty 
in  the  cafe  above-mentioned,  if  it 
jfiiould  ever  occur. 

The  underfigned,  confidering 
that  the  diftance  of  the  American 
government,  renders  any  immedi¬ 
ate  explanation  on  the  fubjeft  im- 
pofllble,  and  animated  by  a  defire 
of  forwarding  the  beneficial  work 
in  which  they  are  engaged,  are 
authorifed  by  his  Majefty  to  con¬ 
clude  the  treaty  without  delay. 

They  proceed  to  the  fignature 
under  the  full  perfu alien  that  before 
the  treaty  (hall  be  returned  from 
America,  with  the  ratification  of 
the  United  States,  the  enemy  will 
either  have  formally  abandoned,  or 
tacitly  reiinquifhed,  his  unjufl 
pretenfions,  or  that  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  by  its  con¬ 
duct  or  affurances,  will  have  given 
fecurity  to  his  Majefty,  that  it 
will  not  fubmir  to  fuch  innova¬ 
tions  in  the  eftablifhed  fyftera  of 
maritime  law  j  and  the  underfigned 
have  prefented  this  note  from  an 
anxious  wifh,  that  it  fhould  be 
clearly  underftood  on  both  fides, 
that  without  fuch  abandonment  of 
his  pretenfions,  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy,  or  fuch  affurances  or  fuch 
condudl  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  his  Majefty  will  not  con- 
fider  himfelf  bound  by  the  prefent 
lignature  of  his  commiffioners  to 
ratify  the  treaty,  or  precluded  front 
adopting  fuch  meafures  as  may  feern 
neceffary  for  counteracting  the 
deiigns  of  his  enemy  whenever 
they  fliall  occur,  and  be  of  fuch  an 
extraordinary  nature  as  to  require 
extraordinary  remedies. 

The  underfigned  cannot  con¬ 
clude,  without  expreffing  tkeir 
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fatjsfaftion  at  the  profpeft  of  ac- 
eomplifhing  an  objeCt  fo  important 
to  the  interefts  and  friendly  con¬ 
nection  of  both  nations,  and  their 
juft  fenfe  of  the  conciliatory  dif- 
pofition  manifefted  by  the  commif¬ 
fioners  of  the  United  States,  dur¬ 
ing  the  whole  courfe  of  the  nego« 
elation.  < 

(Signed)  Vassal  Holland. 

Auckland*. 


Order  of  Council  relative  to  the 

Commerce  of  Neutral  Nations , 

evtith  the  Ports  of  Frame. 

At  the  Court  at  the  Queen’s 
Palace,  the  7th  of  January,  1807  ? 
Prefent,  the  King’s  Moll  Excel¬ 
lent  Majefty  in  Council. 

Whereas  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  has  iffued  certain  orders, 
which,  in  violation  of  the  ufaiges 
of  war,  purport  to  prohibit  the 
commerce  of  all  neutral  nations 
with  his  Majefty’s  dominions ; 
and  alfo  to  prevent  fuch  nations 
from  trading  with  any  other  coun¬ 
try,  in  any  articles  the  growth^ 
produce,  or  manufa&ure  of  hie 
Majefty’s  dominions  ;  and  whereas 
the  laid  government  has  alfo  taken 
upon  itfeif  to  declare  all  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  dominions  to  be  in  a  ftate  of 
blockade,  at  a  time  when  the 
fleets  of  France  and  her  allies  are 
themfeives  confined  within  their 
own  ports,  by  the  fuperior  valour 
and  difeipline  of  the  Britifti  navy  - 
and  whereas  fuch  attempts  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy  would  give  to 
his  Majefty  an  unqueftionable 
right  of  retaliation,  and  would 
warrant  his  Majefty  in  enforcing 
the  fame  prohibition  of  all  com¬ 
merce  with  France,  which  that 
power  vainly  hopes  to  effect  againffc 
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the  commerce  of  his  Majefty's 
fubjecfts,  a  prohibition  which  the 
fuperiority  of  his  Majefty ’s  naval 
forces  might  enable  him  to  fupport, 
by  actually  invefting  the  ports  and 
coafts  of  the  enemy,  with  numerous 
fquadrons  and  cruifers,  fo  as  to 
make  the  entrance  or  approach 
thereto  manifeftly  dangerous  ;  and 
whereas  his  Majefty,  though  un¬ 
willing  to  follow  the  examples  of 
his  enemies,  by  proceeding  to  ara 
extremity  fo  diftrefling  to  all  na¬ 
tions  not  engaged  in  the  war,  afid 
carrying  on  their  accuftomed  trade, 
yet  feels  himfelf  bound,  by  a  due 
regard  to  the  juft  defence  of  the 
rights  and  interefts  of  his  people, 
not  to  fuffer  fuch  meafures  to  be 
taken  by  the  enemy,  without  tak¬ 
ing  fome  fteps,  on  his  part,  to 
reftrain  this  violence,  and  to  retort 
upon  them  the  evils  of  their  own 
injuftice ;  his  Majefty  is  there, 
upon  pleafed,  by  and  with  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  his  privy  council,  to  order, 
and  it  is  hereby  ordered,  that  no 
veflel  (hall  be  permitted  to  trade 
from  one  port  to  another,  both 
which  ports  fhall  belong  to,  or  be 
in  the  pofleflion  of,  France  or  her 
allies,  or  fh^ll  be  fo  far  under  their 
controul,  as  that  Britifh  veflels 
may  not  freely  trade  thereat ;  and 
the  commanders  of  his  Majefty’s 
Slips  of  war  and  privateers  fnall 
be,  and  are  hereby  inftru&ed,  to 
warn  every  neutral  veflel  coming 
from  any  fuch  port,  and  deftined 
to  another  fu<;h  p<?rt  to  difcontinue 
her  voyage,  and  not  to  proceed  to 
any  fucjfc  port ;  and  any  veflel, 
after  being  fo  warned,  or  any  vef- 
fel  coming  from  any  fuch  port, 
after  a  reafonable  time  (hall  have 
been  afforded  for  receiving  infor. 
mation  of  this  his  Majefty’s  order, 
which  (hall  be  found  proceeding  to 


another  fuch  port,  fhall  be  captured 
and  brought  in,  and,  together 
with  her  cargo,  (hall  be  condemn, 
ed  as  lawful  prize.  And  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  principal  fecretaries  of 
ftate,  the  lords  commiflioners  of 
the  Admiralty,'  and  the  judges  of 
the  High  Court  of  Admiralty,  and 
Courts  of  Vice- Admiralty  are  to 
take  the  neceflary  meafures  herein 
as  to  them  fhall  refpe&ively  ap¬ 
pertain. 

W.  Fawkener. 


Memorial  prefented  by  the  Engli/k 
Merchants  in  Rujjia  to  the  Mar¬ 
quis  Douglafs ,  concerning  the 
renewing  of  the  Treaty  of  Com¬ 
merce . 

The  moft  eflential  point  to  be 
eftablifhed  in  concluding  a  treat y 
of  commerce  in  refpeft  to  the  fub- 
je&s  of  Britain  who  refide  in  Ruf- 
fia,  is  that  of  being  permitted  to 
be  owners  of  all  kinds  of  property, 
and  to  negociate  in  wholefale  in 
many  refpedts  upon  the  fame  foot¬ 
ing  as  native  fubje&s  or  foreign 
merchants,  of  whatever  clafs  and 
of  whatever  nation  they  may  be, 
without  being  inferibed  in  any 
mercantile  guild,  fubjett  to  pay 
either  a  tax  upon  their  capital  oir 
any  other  duties  preferibed  by 
law. 

This  privilege  (without  which 
all  others  would  be  of  little  worth) 
has  been  granted  to  them  by  the 
Government  of  Ruftia  fince  the 
firft  commercial  undertakings  be¬ 
tween  the  two  nations  ;  and  it  is 
certain  it  never  was  of  fo  great 
importance  to  them  as  fince  the 
publication  of  the  Manifeft,  dated 
i  ft  January  of  the  prefqpt  year,  by 
which  feveral  important  articles 
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are  eftablilhed  as  general,  funda¬ 
mental,  and  immutable  laws,  hi¬ 
therto  unknown  in  the  commerce 
of  this  empire,  which  have  not, 
and  do  not  tend  to  any  other  objeft 
but  that  of  diminifhing  the  advan¬ 
tages,  at  the  fame  time  that  they 
increafe  the  heavy  charges  of  all 
clalfes  of  foreign  merchants,  not 
exempted  as  we  would  wilh  to  be, 
from  their  prejudicial  confequences, 
by  a  particular  treaty  of  com¬ 
merce. 

According  to  the  8th,  3d  fec- 
tion,  all  foreigners  whatever  are 
totally  excluded  from  enjoying 
the  prerogatives  of  the  Ruffian 
guilds,  as  they  were  before  per¬ 
mitted,  without  becoming  fubje&s 
of  this  empire  for  ever. 

In  confequence  of  the  gth,  it  is 
permitted,  as  a  fpecial  favour,  to 
all  foreigners  who  are  now  in- 
fcribed  in  different  guilds,  and 
who  having  already  paid  the  tax, 
have  obtained  the  right  to  expert 
the  enjoyment  of  the  prerogatives 
of  their  guilds  until  the  expiration 
of  the  prefent  year,  to  determine 
within  the  fpace  of  fix  months 
either  to  become  fubje&s  for  ever, 
or  to  choofe  between  the  two  new 
claffes  of  the  foreign  gueft,  or  of 
the  travelling  merchant,  as  they 
are  defcribed  in  the  10th  and  fol¬ 
lowing  articles.  By  the  10th,  all 
foreigners,  without  exception, 
have  no  other  alternative  but  of 
incorporating  themfelves  in  one  of 
the  two  claffes,  or  entirely  aban¬ 
doning  trade  within  the  fpace  of 
lix  months.  In  being  infcrihed  in 
either  of  thefe  claffes,  it  is  only 
permitted  that  they  (hall  negociate 
in  wholefale  with  the  natives  of 
this  empire,  not  among  themfelves, 
nor  even  to  make  any  kind  of  ne¬ 
gotiation  in  retail.  The  gueft  is 
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fubje&ed  to  pay  a  tax  of  per 
cent,  on  a  declared  capital  which 
mult  exceed  50,000  roubles,  and 
the  travelling  merchant  muft  pay 
the  fame  per  cent,  on  a  capital  alfo 
above  25,000  roubles,  on  which 
footing  the  latter  cannot  remain 
beyond  one  year. 

According  to  the  nth,  the  fo¬ 
reign  gueft  will  become  liable  to 
tewn  dues,  and  other  taxes  and 
aeceffary  charges,  which  are  to  be 
levied  in  an  unlimited  manner,  at 
the  pleafure  of  the  magiftracy,  or 
of  the  town  hall,  to  which  affetru 
bly,  however,  he  has  no  vote  ; 
befides  that,  it  is  ordained,  upon 
quitting  the  country,  to  pay  the 
tax  upon  his  atftual  capital  for 
three  years  in  advance. 

By  an  ancient  law,  he  is  even 
befides  that  expofed  to  a  dedu&ion 
of  one-tenth  of  the  amount  of  his 
aftual  property  upon  retiring  from 
the  burgerlhip,  or  in  cafe  of  death. 

By  the  12th,  each  partner  of  a 
commercial  houfe,  compofed  of 
two  or  more  partners,  is  obliged 
individually  to  pay  the  tax  upon 
the  capital,  and  all  commercial 
houfes  alike  are  fubjeded  to  the 
fame  regulations  relating  to  part- 
nerfhips  in  trade,  which  are  efta- 
blilhed  for  the  native  Ruffians, 
without  the  exception  of  produc¬ 
ing  them  before  the  magiftracy  or 
the  town. hall,  and  by  fuch  means 
to  the  minifter  of  commerce ;  in 
one  word,  to  publifh  to  the  world 
the  conditions  of  their  partnerfhip, 
the  extent  of  their  capital,  and 
other  minutiae,  the  difclofure  of 
which  is  not  required  in  any  other 
country  ;  and  which  ought  rather 
to  caufe  difguft  than  encourage  the 
plan  of  partnerlhips  in  trade, 
which  thev  would  wifh  to  favour 
by  this  edift. 


The 
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The  privileges  of  a  travelling 
merchant  are  in  like  manner  limit¬ 
ed',  by  the  tenor  of  the  13th,  as  well 
in  their  extent  as  in  their  duration, 
that  the  leaf!  advantage  cannot 
exiifc  for  a  permanent  eitablifh- 
ment. 

By  the  14th,  the  term  of  nego- 
ciarion  in  wholefale  ought  to  be 
defined  into  a  new  fenfe>  and  efta- 
blifh  from  it  two  different  kinds; 
one  in  refpedt  to  foreign  merchants, 
and  the  other  for  the  interior 
trade.  This  fhort  citation  of  the 
principal  regulations,  wiihout 
many  comments,  clearly  demon- 
ftrate  how  the  tenor  of  this  mani- 
feft  will  prove  prejudicial  to  the 
intereft  s  of  all  Grangers  in  general  ; 
and,  in  fome  degree,  the  conditions 
required  of  a  goeft,  or  of  a  travel¬ 
ling  merchant,  and  hill  more  the 
rank  of  a  perpetual  fubjeft,  become 
incompatible  with  the  duties,  the 
principles,  and  the  fenliments  of  2 
merchant  of  our  country  in  parti¬ 
cular. 

If  an  augmentation  of  the  re¬ 
venue  of  the  crown  was  only  in¬ 
tended,  it  could  eafily  be  effected 
by  fome  other  hated  tax,  and  we 
fhould  find  nothing  to  objeft  to  an 
impolition  of  certain  cuftoms  on 
the  extent  of  our  commerce,  or 
rather,  in  preference,  on  the  amount 
of  our  duties ;  for,  fooner  than  we 
will  fubmit  ourfelves,  whether  to 
the  arbitrary  taxes  of  a  magiflracy, 
where  we  have  no  vote  or  influence 
whatever,  whether  to  the  declara¬ 
tion  of  our  funds,  and  of  the  parti¬ 
cular  conditions  of  our  commercial 
partnerfhips,  before  a  tribunal,  of 
which  the  members  are  our  rivals, 
whether  to  the  payment  of  a  heavy 
tax  every  time  we  fhall  with  to 
rev  Hit  our  native  country  ;  or,  in 
fine,  to  all  the  other  fetters,  not 


lefs  burthenfome,  which  are  the 
consequences  of  fuch  a  fubje&ioo, 
if  even  privileges  and  advantages 
infinitely  more  flattering  were  at¬ 
tached  to  it,  the  greater  part  of 
our  countrymen,  for  fuch  a  length 
of  time  refidents.  in  Ruffia,  and 
many  other  creditable  and  refpeCi- 
ed  foreigners,  we  have  every  rea- 
fon  tofuppofe,  would  believe  them- 
felves,  through  the  influence  of  this 
law,  compelled  to  quit  the  em¬ 
pire. 

After  that,  it  is  fcarcely  proba¬ 
ble  that  other  individuals  from  our 
nation  would  dare  to  undertake  to 
replace  us  in  thofe  commercial 
fituations  which  we  have  believed 
right  to  abandon. 

Commerce  could  then  only  be 
continued  either  by  a  diredf  cor- 
refpondence  of  the  commercial 
hoiifes  eftablifhed  in  Great  Britain, 
with  the  native  merchants  of  Ruf- 
fla,  as  yet  imperfectly  initiated  m 
the  affairs  of  trade  of  other  coun¬ 
tries,  or  with  flrangcrs,  who  would 
fubmit  to  conftraints  to  which  we 
abfolutely  cannot  conform. 

There  would  appear  an  open 
prefumption,  and  perhaps  be  even 
fuperfluous,  if  we  fhould  pretend  to 
difcufs  the  advantages  or  difad- 
vantages  which  will  accrue  to  Ruf- 
fia  from  this  new  fyflem.  We 
have  no  right  to  combat  the  opi¬ 
nion,  which  we  believe  to  have 
remarked  in  this  manifeft,  as  well 
in  regard  to  their  own  fubjedls  as 
in  relation  to  their  commercial 
refources ;  if  we  fhould  fpeak  what 
is  our  own  opinion,  it  is  to  be 
feared  that  we  fhould  be  accufed 
of  egotifm,  of  jealoufy,  and  per¬ 
haps  of  pride;  otherwife  we 
would  not  hefitate  to  affirm,  that 
this  very  opinion,  which  has  been 
infinuated  by  the  authors  of  this 

innovation* 


*271 


STATE  PAPERS. 


innovation,  is  by  no  means  well 
founded,  as  it  aims  at  removing  a 
body  of  merchants,  who,  as  well 
by  their  education  ashy  their  long 
experience,  have  proved  themfelves 
to  bebeft  capable  to  direct  a  trade, 
eftablifhed  and  carried  on  upon 
the  principles  of  wifdom  and  ho¬ 
nour  ;  inftead  of  accelerating  the 
progrefs  of  commerce  of  this  em¬ 
pire  in  general,  it  would  at  one 
blow  deftroy  the  falutary  effe&s 
which  the  enlightened  and  well- 
conducted  politics  of  their  prede- 
ceffors  have  produced.  For  if  we 
eonfult  the  annals  relating  to  their 
trade  with  foreigners,  the  regifters 
of  duties  and  of  merchandize  ex¬ 
ported  and  imported,  the  cultiva¬ 
tors  of  products  in  their  raw  date, 
the  artifts  and  traders  of  every 
defcription  (great  and  fmall),  who 
are  found  difperfed  in  their  ex  ten- 
live  empire,  it  will  be  without 
doubt  confefled  that  this  country  is 
not  a  little  indebted  for  its  prefent 
improvement  to  the  Englilh  na¬ 
tion  ;  or  can  it  even  with  juftice 
pretend  that  it  is  already  in  a  fitu- 
ation  to  excel  thofe  who  have  been 
their  very  fupport  in  every  com¬ 
mercial  point  of  view,  in  capital 
and  in  foreign  credit.  It  is  as  if 
they  would  wifh  us  to  believe  (if 
we  may  be  allowed  to  make  ufe  of 
a  metaphor  juft  in  itfelf  and  not 
too  forced),  that  henceforth  their 
wretched  axe  alone  could  bring  to 
perfeClion  all  the  beautiful  works 
of  the  cabinet,  maker,  for  the  ac- 
complifhment  of  which,  until  this 
period,  they  have  been  fupplied 
with  tools  introduced  by  foreign¬ 
ers.  FaCts  fo  impreffive  ought  t6 
render  other  arguments  ufelefs. 

We  flatter  ourfelves,  that  it  is 
yet  not  too  late  for  your  Excel¬ 
lency  to  confutg  this  fyftem,  or  at 


leaft  to  objeCI  to  thofe  confequences 
ariflng  from  decrees,  which,  in 
every  point  of  view,  will  not  be 
lefs  prejudicial  with  refpeft  to  the 
whole  body  of  merchants,  than  to 
that  of  cur  nation  in  particular® 
Your  Excellency,  undoubtedly, 
will  deign  to  employ  all  poffible 
zeal,  and  make  ufe  of  every  effort 
to  this  effeCl. 

The  prefent  fltuation  of  affairs 
requires  the  mod  fpeedy  and  deci- 
five  measures,  and  with  fubmiflion, 
it  appears  to  us  that  the  talents  of 
your  Excellency  can  fcarcely  be 
direCled  towards  an  objeCl  more 
important  in  its  confequences, 
both  commercial  and  political,  to 
Ruffia  and  to  Great  Britain. 

Signed  by  the  Members  of  the 
Britifh  FaClory. 

St.  Peterjburgh ,  (dated) 

March ,  1807. 


Note  of  Mr.  Canning ,  Englijh  Se- 
cretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Af¬ 
fair  to  Prince  Stahre?nbergy  the 
Auftrian  Ambaf'ador  at  London , 
dated  London  y  April  2 y,  1807. 

The  underfigned,  his  majefty's 
principal  fecretary  of  Hate  for  fo¬ 
reign  affairs,  has  laid  before  the 
King  the  note  delivered  to  him  by 
Prince  Stahremberg,  ambaffador 
extraordinary,  and  rmmfter  pleni¬ 
potentiary  of  his  Ma  jetty  the 
emperor  of  Auftria,  king  of  Hun¬ 
gary  and  Bohemia,  in  which  his 
imp-  rial  Majefty  offers  himfelf  as 
the  mediator  of  a  general  peace. 
The  underfigned  has  received  it  in 
command  from  the  King  his  fove- 
reign,  to  communicate  to  Prince 
Stahremberg  the  cnclofed  official 
anfwer  to  the  note  of  his  imperial 

Majefty, 
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Majefty.  The  King  does  com¬ 
plete  iuftice  to  the  motives  that 
have  induced  his  imperial  Majefty 
to  propofe  a  mode  of  negociation 
which,  by  embracing  the  interefts 
of  all  parties,  can  alone  lead  to  the 
reftoration  of  a  lafting  peace,  and 
the  permanent  tranquillity  of  Eu¬ 
rope  ;  and  his  Majefty,  therefore, 
accepts  the  offer  of  hrs  imperial 
Majefty*s  mediation,  fo  far  as  he 
is  concerned  ;  but  with  this  pro- 
vifion  that  it  (hall  alfo  be  accepted 
by  all  the  other  powers  involved 
in  the  prefent  war. 

Note,  His  Majefty  the  King 
of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  has  received 
wit  h  due  regard  the  communica¬ 
tion  of  his  Majefty  the  emperor 
of  Auftria,  king  of  Hungary,  and 
Bohemia,  and  alfo  juftly  appreci¬ 
ates  the  motives  which  have,  upon 
this  occafion,  determined  his  Ma- 
j^fty  to  become  the  mediator  of  a 
general  peace.  - 

The  King,  who  has  never  ceafed 
to  look  to  a  fecure  and  lading 
peace  as  the  only  objeft  of  the 
war  in  which  he  is  engaged,  and 
who  has  never  refufed  to  liften  to 
any  propofal  which  offered  the 
leaft  probability  of  attaining  his 
propofed  objeft,  cannot,  for  a  mo¬ 
ment,  hefitate  to  give  his  full 
affent  to  the  declared  opinion  of 
his  Majefty  the  Emperor  and  King, 
and  that  fuch  a  peace  is  only  to  be 
obtained  by  a  general  negociation 
on  the  part  of  all  the  powers  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  prefent  war. 

The  King  will  have  no  difficulty 
in  entering  upon  fuch  a  negocia¬ 
tion,  as  foon  as  the  confent  of  the 
other  powers  interefted  therein 
fhall  have  been  received.  His 
Majefty  will,  without  delay,  make 
the  Receffary  communications  in 


this  refped  to  thofe  powers  with 
which  he  is  more  efpecially  united 
by  the  ties  of  friendfhip  and  confi¬ 
dence,  in  order  to  afcertain  their 
views,  and  in  the  event  of  their 
being  favourable  to  the  propofition 
of  his  imperial  Majefty,  to  cenfult 
with  them  as  to  the  mode  in  which 
the  negociations  Ihall  commence, 
and  agreeably  to  his  imperial  Ma¬ 
jefty  ’s  propofition,  to  come  to  an 
underftanding  as  to  the  principles 
which  fhould  equally  form  the 
ground  and  bafts  of  difcuflion  and 
of  a  general  arrangement. 

As  to  what  concerns  the  choice 
of  a  place  to  become  the  feat  of  ne¬ 
gociation,  anyplace  will  be  equally 
acceptable  to  his  Majefty,  pro¬ 
vided  (exclufive  of  the  indifpenfible 
condition4  which  is  alfo  expreffed 
in  the  note  of  his  imperial  Majefty, 
that  it  (hall  be  free  from  all  im¬ 
mediate  influence  of  the  events  of 
» 

the  war)  that  it  affords  to  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty,  in  the  fame  degree 
as  to  the  other  powers,  the  means 
of  a  fpeedy  and  uninterrupted  com* 
munication  with  the  plenipoten¬ 
tiaries  whom  his  Majefty  fhould 
fend  to  this  congrefs. 


Proclamation  ijfued  on  the  16th  tf 
Augujiy  at  Zealatid,  by  Admiral 
Gambier  and  Lord  Cathcarty 
Commanders  in  chief  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  s  Forces  by  Sea  and  by  Landy 
employed  i?i  the  Expedition . 

Whereas  the  prefent  treaties  of 
peace,  and  the  changes  of  govern¬ 
ment  and  of  territory,  acceded  to 
by  fo  many  powers,  have  fo  far 
increafed  the  influence  of  France 
on  the  continent  of  Europe,  as  to 
render  it  impoffible  for  Denmark, 
though  it  deftres  to  be  neutral,  to 
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preferve  its  neutrality,  and  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary  for  thofe  who  con¬ 
tinue  to  refill  the  French  agg  refi¬ 
ll  on,  to  take  meafures  to  prevent 
the  arms  of  neutral  powers  from 
being  turned  againft  them. 

In  this  view,  the  King  cannot 
regard  the  prefent  pofition  of  Den¬ 
mark  with  indifference,  and  his 
Majefty  has  fent  negotiators,  with 
ample  powers,  to  his  Danifh  Ma¬ 
jefty,  to  requeft,  in  the  moft  ami¬ 
cable  manner,  fnch  explanations  as 
the  times  require,  and  a  concur¬ 
rence  in  fuch  meafures  as  can  alone 
give  fecurity  againft  the  farther 
mifchiefs  which  the  French  medi¬ 
tate  through  the  acquifition  of  the 
Danifh  navy. 

The  King,  our  royal  and  moft 
gracious  mafter,  has  therefore 
judged  it  expedient,  to  defire  the 
temporary  depofit  of  the  Danifh 
{hips  of  the  line,  in  one  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  ports. 

The  depofit  feems  to  be  fo  juft, 
and  fo  indifpenfibly  neceffary,  un¬ 
der  the  relative  circumftances  of 
the  neutral  and  belligerent  powers, 
that  his  Majefty  has  further  deem¬ 
ed  it  a  duty  to  himfelf,  and  to  his 
people,  to  fupport  this  demand  by 
a  powerful  fleet,  and  by  an  army 
amply  fupplied  with  every  prepa¬ 
ration  neceffary  for  the  moft  attive 
and  determined  enterprife. 

We  come,  therefore,  to  your 
{hores,  inhabitants  of  Zealand ! 
not  as  enemies,  buc  in  felf-defence, 
to  prevent  thofe,  who  have  fo  long 
difturbed  the  peace  of  Europe, 
from  compelling  the  force  of  your 
navy  to  be  turned  againft  us. 

We  alk  depofit,  we  have  not 
looked  to  capture  ;  fo  far  from  it, 
the  moft  folemn  pledge  has  been 
offered  to  your  government,  and 
is  hereby  renewed  in  the  name, 
Vox..  XLIX.  or  Vat.  V1L  N 
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and  at  the  exprefs  command  of  th@ 
King,  our  mafter,  that  if  our  de¬ 
mand  is  amicably  acceded  to,  every 
fhip  belonging  to  Denmark,  {hall, 
at  the  conclufion  of  a  general 
peace,  be  reftored  to  her,  in  the 
fame  condition  and  ftate  of  equip¬ 
ment,  as  when  received  under  the 
protedlion  of  the  Britifh  flag. 

It  is  in  the  power  of  your  go¬ 
vernment,  by  a  word,  to  fheath 
our  fwords,  moft  reludlantly  drawn 
againft  you ;  but  if,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  machinations  of  France 
render  you  deaf  to  the  voice  of 
reafon  and  the  call  of  friendfhip, 
the  innocent  blood  that  will  be 
fpilt,  and  the  horrors  of  a  befteged 
and  a  bombarded  capital,  mull  fall 
on  your  own  heads,  and  on  thofe 
of  your  cruel  advifers. 

His  Majefty's  feamen  and  foI« 
diers  when  on  lhore,  will  treat 
Zealand,  as  long  as  your  conduct 
to  them  permits  it,  on  the  footing 
of  a  province  of  the  moft  friendly 
power  in  alliance  with  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  whofe  territory  has  the  mil- 
fortune  to  be  the  theatre  of  war. 

The  perfons  of  all  thofe  who 
remain  at  home,  and  who  do  not 
take  an  hoftile  part,  will  be  held 
facred. 

Property  will  be  refpefled  and 
preferved,  and  the  moft  fevere  dif® 
cipline  will  be  enforced. 

Every  article  of  fupply  furnifh- 
ed,  or  brought  to  market,  will  be 
paid  for  at  a  fair  and  fettled  price  j 
but  as  immediate  and  conftant  fup- 
plies,  efpecially  of  provifion,  fo¬ 
rage,  fuel,  and  tranfports,  are 
neceffary  to  all  armies,  it  is  well 
known  that  requifitions  are  un» 
avoidable,  and  muft  be  enforced. 

Much  convenience  will  arife  to 
the  inhabitants,  and  much  confu* 
fion  and  lofs  to  then*  will  be  pre« 
w  Series*  *  'T  vented^ 
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vented,  if  perfons  in  authority  are 
found  in  the  federal  difl rifts  to 
whom  requifitions  may  be  add  ref- 
fed,  and  through  whom  claims  for 
payment  may  be  fettled  and  liqui¬ 
dated. 

If  fuch  perfons  are  appointed, 
and  difcharge  their  duty,  without 
meddling  in  matters  which  do  not 
concern  them,  they  fhall  be  rc- 
fpedled,  and  all  requifitions  fliall 
be  addreffed  to  them,  through  the 
proper  channels,  and  departments 
of  the  navy  and  army  ;  but  as  for¬ 
bearance  on  the  part  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  is  effential  to  the  principle 
of  thefe  arrangements,  it  is  necef- 
fary  that  all  manner  of  civil  per¬ 
fons  fhould  remain  at  their  refpec- 
tive  habitations,  and  any  peafants, 
or  other  perfons,  found  in  arms, 
fmgly  or  in  fmall  troops,  or  who 
may  be  guilty  of  ad  of  violence, 
muff  expedt  to  be  treated  with 
rigour. 

The  government  of  his  Danifh, 
Majefly  having  hitherto  refufed 
to  treat  this  matter  in  an  amicable 
way,  pari  of  the  army  has  been 
diferabarked,  and  the  whole  force 
has  affumed  a  warlike  attitude ; 
but  it  is  as  yet  not  too  late  for  the 
voice  of  reafon  and  moderation  to 
be  heard. 

Given  in  the  Sound,  under  our 
hands  and  feals,  this  1 6  th  day  of 
Auguft,  1807. 

(Signed  as  above.) 


Proclamation  of  the  Damjh  govern- 
•.ment  again f  England dated 
.  Qluckfadty  Augujl  1 6,  1807. 

We,  Chriflian  the  feventh,  by 
the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Den¬ 
mark,  Norway,  of  the  Wends  and 
Ggflis*  duke  of  Schlefwig  >  Hoiftein, 


Slonnau,  and  Dietmarfchen,  alfo  of 
Oldenburgh,  &c.  &c.  do  herewith 
make  known : 

That  whereas  by  the  Englifh 
envoy,  Jackfon,  it  was  declared  to 
11s,  on  the  13th  of  this  month,  thafe 
hoftilities  againfl  Denmark  would 
be  commenced :  and  whereas  a& 
the  fame  time  he  demanded  pafs- 
ports  for  himfelf  and  his  fuite, 
confequently,  the  war  between 
England  and  Denmark  may  be 
confidered  as  adiually  broken  out  5 
therefore,  we  herewith  call  on  all 
our  faithful  fubjedis,  to  take  up 
arms,  whenever  it  fliall  be  defired, 
to  fruflrate  the  infidious  defigns  of 
the  enemy,  and  repel  hoftile  attack. 

We  further  herewith  ordain, 
that  all  Englifh  fhips,  as  well  as 
all  Englifn  property,  and  ail  Eng¬ 
lifh  goods,  fhall  be  feized  by  the 
magiflrates,  and  otherwife,  parti¬ 
cularly  by  the  officers  of  the  cus¬ 
toms  wherefoever  they  may  be 
found.  It  is  further  our  will,  that 
all  Englifh  fubjedis,  until,  purfuant 
to  our  further  orders,  they  can  be 
fent  out  of  the  country,  fhall, 
without  exception,  be  arrefled  as 
enemies  of  our  kingdom  and  our 
country  ;  which  meafure  is  flridtly 
to  be  carried  into  execution  by  all 
magiflrates,  as  well  as  by  all  fubor.. 
dinate  officers,  duly  to  be  inflrudl- 
ed  by  them  for  that  purpofe.  And 
it  is  a.  matter  of  courfe,  that  all 
Englifh  fhips  and  boats  which  ap¬ 
proach  our  coafls  fhall  beconfidered 
and  treated  as  enemies. 

It  is  alfo  our  will,  that  all  fuf- 
picious  foreigners  fhall  be  watched 
with  the  greatefl  attention  ;  and 
that  all  magiflrates,  as  well  as  all 
fubordinate  officers,  fhall  ufe  their 
utmoff  efforts,  as  foon  as  poffible, 
to  difeover  all  fpies.  Laflly,  we 
ibid  it'neceifary  to  ordain,  that, 

immediately 
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immediately  after  publication  here¬ 
of,  all  correfpondence  with  Englifli 
fubjeXs  fhall  entirely  ceafe,  and 
that  no  payment  fhall  be  made  to 
them  on  any  ground  whatever, 
until  our  further  orders,  on  pain  of 
fevere  punifhment  in  cafe  of  con¬ 
tinuation.  For  the  reft  we  rely 
on  the  juftice  of  our  caufe,  and 
the  courage  and  tried  fidelity  of 
our  beloved  fubjeXs. 

Given,  under  our  royal  Teal,  in 
Our fortrefs of  Gluckftadt,  the  loth 
Auguft,  1807. 

(L.S.)  C.  L.  Baron  Von  Brock- 
dorff, 

J.  C.  Moritz. 


Declaration  puilifhed  by  the  Court 
of  Denmark  againft  England, 

All  Europe  is  acquainted  with 
the  fyftem  which  Denmark  has 
followed,  during  a  period  of  fifteen 
years  of  war  and  difturbance,  with 
uuceafing  perfeverance.  The  rigid 
obfervance  of  a  free  and  impartial 
neutrality,  and  the  confcientious 
fulfilment  of  all  the  duties  belong¬ 
ing  thereunto,  have  formed  the 
objeX  of  all  its  wifhes  and  all  its 
efforts.  The  Danifh  government, 
in  its  relations  and  connexions 
with  other  ftates,  has  never  loft 
fight  of  that  fimplicity,  which  was 
infeparable  from  the  purity  of  its 
fentiments  and  its  love  of  peace, 
and  which  it  cannot  be  fufpeXed 
of  having  once  changed  or  debili¬ 
tated.  Hitherto  Providence  has 
blefled  our  undertakings.  With¬ 
out  injuftice,  without  any  ground 
of  reproach  from  any  of  the  other 
powers,  we  fucCeeded  in  keeping 
up  a  good  underftanding  with  the 
whole  of  them.  This  ftate  of 
peace  and  tranquillity  is  fuddenly 


annihilated.  The  Englifh  go- 
vernment,  after  having  long  ne* 
gleXed  its  own  interefts  by  & 
fhameful  inaXivity,  and  after  ha¬ 
ving  betrayed  its  allies  into  ai 
vexatious  and  uncertain  ftruggle* 
has  fuddenly  developed  all  its 
power  and  aXivity,  to  attack  a 
neutral  and  peaceable  ftate,  with-* 
out  any  complaint  againft  the  fame® 
The  means  for  difloiving  the  an¬ 
cient  and  facred  connexions  which 
united  Denmark  to  Great  Britain, 
have  been  prepared  with  as  much 
fecrecy  as  promptitude.  The  Da¬ 
nifh  government  faw  the  Engliffi 
ftiips  of  war  upon  their  coaft  with¬ 
out  even  the  conjeXure  that  they 
were  to  be  employed  againft  Den¬ 
mark.  The  ifland  of  Zealand  was 
furrounded,  the  capital  threatened* 
and  the  Danifh  territories  violated 
and  injured,  before  the  Court  of 
London  had  made  ufe  of  a  fingle 
Word  to  exprefs  the  hoftility  of  its 
feelings.  This  hoftility,  however* 
foon  became  evident,  Europe  wilt 
with  difficulty  believe  what  it  will 
hear.  The  bafeft,  the  moft  violent 
and  cruel  objeX  which  could  ever 
have  been  taken  up,  has  no  other 
foundation  than  fome  pretended  in¬ 
formation,  or  rather  that  of  a 
mere  rumour  of  an  attempt,  which, 
according  to  the  Englilh  miniftry, 
was  to  have  taken  place,  in  order 
to  draw  Denmark  into  an  hoftil© 
alliance  againft  Great  Britain. 

Upon  thefe  pretended  grounds* 
which  the  leaft  degree  of  difeuffion 
immediately  would  have  fhewn  as 
being  founded  upon  arbitrary  mea~ 
fures  alone,  the  Englifh  governs 
ment  declared  to  the  court  of 
Denmark,  in  the  moft  imperious 
manner,  that  in  order  to  fecure  its 
own  interefts,  and  to  provide  fa* 
its  own  fafety,  it  could  leave  J>eri- 
*  T  2  .  mark. 
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mark  no  other  choice  than  a  war, 
or  a  clofe  alliance  with  Great  Bri¬ 
tain.  And  what  kind  of  alliance 
did  they  offer  ?  An  alliance,  the 
firft  guarantee  of  which,  as  a 
pledge  of  the  fubjeftion  of  Den¬ 
mark,  was  to  have  delivered  up 
all  her  (hips  of  war  to  the  Britilh 
government.  There  could  be  no 
hefitation  as  to  the  alternative  that 
was  to  be  adopted.  This  opening 
being  made,  as  fcandalous  in  its 
offers  as  in  its  menaces — as  offen- 
iive  in  the  manner  as  in  the  thing 
itfelf — left  no  room  for  negocia- 
tion.  The  mod  juftifiable  and 
rooted  difdain  naturally  abforbed 
every  other  feeling.  Placed  be¬ 
tween  danger  and  diftioneur,  the 
Danifti  government  had  no  choice. 
The  war  commenced :  Denmark 
was  by  no  means  blind  to  the  dan¬ 
gers,  to  the  Ioffes  with  which  ihe 
was  threatened  by  this  war.  At¬ 
tacked  in  the  moft  unexpected  and 
dilhonourable  manner,  expofed  in  a 
feparate  province,  and  in  a  manner 
cut  off  from  all  the  means  of  de¬ 
fence,  and  forced  into  an  unequal 
conteft,  (he  could  not  flatter  herfelf 
with  efcaping  a  very  material  in¬ 
jury.  Unfpotted  honour,  how¬ 
ever,  {till  remained  for  her  to  de¬ 
fend,  as  well  as  that  reputation 
which  {he  had  earned  as  the  price 
of  her  upright  conduft. 

Denmark,  therefore,  flatters  her- 
lelf  that,  on  the  part  of  the  powers 
of  Europe,  file  will  not  appeal  in 
vain.  Let  impartial  cabinets  judge 
whether  England  was  under  the 
political  neceflity  of  facrificing 
another  {late,  without  hefitation, 
to  her  own  fafety  ;  a  ftate  which 
bad  neither  offended  nor  provoked 
ber.  Depending  upon  the  juftice 
.of  her  caufe,  trufting  in  Providence, 
und  in  the  love  and  loyalty  of  a 


people  to  a  prince,  whofe  mild 
fceptre,  under  Providence,  is  fway- 
ed  over  an  united,  brave,  and  faith¬ 
ful  people,  the  Danifli  government 
flatters  itfelf  that  it  will  be  able 
to  acquit  itfelf  without  weaknefs, 
of  the  hard  and  painful  talk  which 
has  been  impofed  upon  it  by  neeef- 
fity.  The  government  of  Denmark 
believes  it  has  a  right  to  reckon 
upon  the  intereft  and  juftice  of  the 
cabinets  of  Europe,  and  they  par¬ 
ticularly  hope  for  the  effefts  of  the 
fame  on  the  parts  of  thofe  illuftrious 
fovereigns,  whofe  objefts  and  alli¬ 
ances  have  ferved  the  Englifti  for 
a  pretext,  and  to  give  a  colour  to 
the  moft  crying  aft  of  injuftice, 
and  whofe  objeft  is  to  offer  Eng¬ 
land  the  means  of  making  a  general 
atonement  for  an  aft  of  violence, 
which,  even  in  England,  every 
noble  and  generous  mind  will  dif- 
own  ;  which  deforms  the  charafter 
of  a  virtuous  fovereign,  and  will 
ever  remain  a  fcandal  in  the  annals 
of  Great  Britain. 


Declaration  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain ,  relative  to  the  War  with 
Denmark .  Dated  W fminfer, 

2$th  of  September,  1 807. 

His  Majefty  owes  to  himfelf 
and  to  Europe  a  frank  expofttion 
of  the  motives  which  havediftated 
his  late  meafures  in  the  Baltic. 

His  Majefty  has  delayed  this 
expofttion  only  in  the  hope  of  that 
more  amicable  arrangement  with 
the  court  of  Denmark,  which  it 
was  his  Majefty’s  firft  wifti  and  en¬ 
deavour  to  obtain  ;  for  which  he 
was  ready  to  make  great  efforts 
and  great  facrifices;  and  of  which 
he  never  loft  fight  even  in  the  mo* 
meat  of  the  moft  decifive  hoftility. 

Deeply 
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Deeply  as  the  difappointment  of 
this  hope  has  been  felt  by  his  Ma¬ 
jefty,  he  has  the  confolation  of  re¬ 
flecting,  that  no  exertion  was  left 
tintried  on  his  part  to  produce  a 
different  refult.  And  while  he 
laments  the  cruel  neceffity  which 
has  obliged  him  to  have  recourfe 
to  ads  of  hoftility  againft  a  nation 
with  which  it  was  his  Majefty ’s 
molt  earned  defire  to  have  eftab- 
lifhed  the  relations  of  common  in- 
tereft  and  alliance  ;  his  Majefty 
feels  confident  that,  in  the  eyes  of 
Europe  and  of  the  world,  the  j  uni¬ 
fication  of  his  condud  will  be 
found  in  the  commanding  and  in- 
difpenfable  duty,  paramount  to  all 
others  amongft  the  obligations  of  a 
Sovereign,  of  providing,  while 
there  was  yet  time,  for  the  imme¬ 
diate  fecurity  of  his  people. 

His  Majefty  had  received  the 
moft  pofitive  information  of  the 
determination  of  the  prefent  Ruler 
of  France  to  occupy,  with  a  mili¬ 
tary  force,  the  territory  of  Hol-r 
ftein — for  the  purpofe  of  excluding 
Great  Britain  from  all  her  accuf- 
tomed  channels  of  communication 
with  the  Continent ;  of  inducing 
or  compelling  the  court  of  Den¬ 
mark  to  clofe  the  pafiage  of  the 
Sound  againft  the  Britifh  com¬ 
merce  and  navigation ;  and  of 
availing  himfelf  of  the  aid  of  the 
Danilh  marine  for  the  invafion  of 
Great  Britain  and  of  Ireland. 
Confident  as  his  Majefty  was  of 
the  authenticity  of  the  fourCes 
from  which  this  intelligence  was 
derived,  and  confirmed  in  the 
credit  which  he  gave  to  it,  as 
well  by  the  notorious  and  repeated 
declarations  of  the  enemy,  and  by 
his  recent  occupations  of  the  towns 
and  territories  of  other  neutral 
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ftates,  as  by  the  preparations  ac¬ 
tually  made  for  colle&ing  a  hoftile 
force  upon  the  frontiers  of  his 
Danifti  ’Majefty's  Continental  do¬ 
minions,  his  Majefty  would  yet 
willingly  have  forborne  to  upon 
this  intelligence,  until  the  com¬ 
plete  and  pra&ical  difclofure  of  the 
plan  had  been  made  manifeft  to  all 
the  world. 

His  Majefty  did  forbear,  as 
long  as  there  could  be  a  doubt  of 
the  urgency  of  the  danger,  or  a 
hope  of  an  effe&ual  countera&ion 
to  it,  in  the  means  or  in  the  dif- 
pofitions  of  Denmark. 

But  his  Majefty  could  not  but 
recoiled,  that  when,  at  the  clofe 
of  the  former  war,  the  court  of 
Denmark  engaged  in  a  hoftile  con¬ 
federacy  againft  Great  Britain,  the 
apology  offered  by  that  court  for 
fo  unjuftifiable  an  abandonment  of 
a  neutrality  which  his  Majefty 
had  never  ceafed  to  refpeCt,  was 
founded  on  its  avowed  inability 
to  refill  the  operation  of  external 
influence,  and  the  threats  of  a  for¬ 
midable  neighbouring  power.  His 
Majefty  could  not  but  compare  the 
degree  of  influence,  which,  at  that 
time,  determined  the  decifion  of 
the  court  of  Denmark,  in  violation 
of  pofitive  engagements,  folemnly 
contra&ed  but  fix  months  before ; 
with  the  increafed  operation  which 
France  had  now  the  means  of  giv¬ 
ing  to  the  fame  principle  of  inti¬ 
midation,  with  kingdoms  proft rate 
at  her  feet,  and  with  the  popula¬ 
tion  of  nations  under  her  banners. 

Nor  was  the  danger  lefs  immi¬ 
nent  than  certain.  Already  the 
army  deftined  for  the  invafion  of 
Holftein  was  affembling  on  the 
violated  territory  of  neutral  Ham¬ 
burgh.  And,  Holftein  once  occu, 
*  T  3  pied 
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pied,  the  ifland  of  Zealand  was  at 
the  mercy  of  France,  and  the  navy 
of  Denmark  at  her  difpofal. 

It  is  true,  a  Britifh  force  might 
have  found  its  way  into  the  Baltic, 
and  checked,  for  a  time,  the  move¬ 
ments  of  the  Danifh  marine.  But 
the  feafon  was  approaching  when 
that  precaution  would  no  longer 
have  availed,  and  when  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  fleet  muft  have  retired  from 
that  fea,  and  permitted  France,  in 
tsndiflurbed  feeurity,  to  accumulate 
the  means  of  offence  againft  his 
Majefty’s  dominions. 

Yet,  even  under  thefe  circum¬ 
stances,  in  calling  upon  Denmark 
for  the  fatisfa diion  and  feeurity 
which  his  Majefty  was  compelled 
to  require,  and  in  demanding  the 
only  pledge  by  which  that  feeurity 
could  be;  rendered  effe&ual — the 
temporary  poffeflion  of  that  fleet, 
which  was  the  chief  inducement  to 
France  for  forcing  Denmark  into 
fioftilities  with  Great  Britain  ;  his 
Majefty  'accompanied  this  demand 
with  the  offer  of  every  condition 
which  could  tend  to  reconcile  it 
to  the  interefts  and  to  the  feelings 
of  the  court  of  Denmark. 

It  was  for  Denmark  herfelf  to 
flate  the  terms  and  ftipulations 
which  foe  might  require. 

If  Denmark  was  apprehenftve 
that  the  furrender  of  her  fleet  would 
be  refen  ted  by  France  as  an  adi  of 
connivance,  his  Majefty  had  pre¬ 
pared  a  force  of  fueh  formidable 
magnitude  as  muft  have  made  con- 
eeffion  juftifiable,  even  in  the  efti- 
mation  of  France,  by  rendering 
refiftance  altogether  unavailing. 

If.  Denmark  was  really  prepared 
to  refill  the  demands  of  France, 
and  to  maintain  her  independence, 
his  Majefty  proffered  his  co-opera- 
tion  for  her  defence — naval,  mili¬ 


tary,  and  pecuniary  aid,  the  gua- 
rantee  of  her  European  territories, 
and  the  feeurity  and  extenfton  of 
her  colonial  poflefflons. 

That  the  fword  has  been  drawn 
in  the  execution  of  a  fervice  in- 
difpenfable  to  the  fafety  of  his 
Majefty’s  dominions,  is  matter  of 
Sincere  and  painful  regret  to  his 
Majefty.  That  the  ftate  and  c«r- 
cumftances  of  the  world  are  fuch 
as  to  ,have  required  and  juilifled 
the  meafures  of  felfl-prefervation, 
to  which  his  Majefty  has  found 
himfelf  under  the  neceffity  of  re¬ 
ferring,  is  a  truth  which  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  deeply  deploxes,  but  for  which 
he  is  in  no  degree  refponflble. 

His  Majefty  has  long  carried 
on  a  moil  unequal  conteft  of  feru- 
pulous  forbearance  againft  unre¬ 
lenting  violence  and  oppreffion. 
But  that  forbearance  has  its 
bounds.  When  the  defign  was 
openly  avowed,  and  already  but 
too  far  advanced  towards  its  ac-. 
complifhment,  of  fubjedring  the 
powers  of  Europe  to  one  univerfal 
ufurpation,  and  of  combining 
them  by  terror,  or  by  force,  in 
a  confederacy  againft  the  maritime 
rights  and  political  exiftence  of 
this  kingdom,  it  became  neceffary 
for  his  Majefty  to  anticipate  the 
fuccefs  of  a  fyftem,  not  more  fatal 
to  his  interefts  than  to  thole  of  the 
powers  who  were  deftined  to  be 
the  inftruments  of  its  execution. 

It  was  time  that  the  effedis  of 
that  dread  which  Francs  has  in- 
fpired  into  the  nations  of  the 
world  fhould  be  counteradied  by 
an  exertion  of  the  power  of  Great 
Britain,  called  for  by  the  exigency 
of  the  crifts,  and  proportioned  to 
the  magnitude  of  the  danger. 

Notwithftanding  the  declaration 
of  war  on  the  part  of  the  Danifh 

govern- 


STATE 

government,  it  ftill  remains  for 
Denmark  to  determine,  whether 
war  (hall  continue  between  the 
two  nations.  His  Majefty  ftill 
proffers  an  amicable  arrangement. 
He  is  anxious  to  {heath  the  fword, 
which  he  has  been  moft  reluctantly 
compelled  to  draw.  He  is  ready 
to  demonftrate  to  Denmark,  and 
to  the  world,  that  having  afled 
folely  upon  the  fenfe  of  what  was 
due  to  the  fecurity  of  his  own  do¬ 
minions,  he  is  not  defirous,  from 
any  other  motive,  or  for  any  objeCt 
of  advantage,  or  aggrandifement, 
to  carry  meafures  of  hoftility  be¬ 
yond  the  limits  of  the  neceffity 
which  has  produced  them. 


Treaty  of  Peace  between  his  Ma¬ 
yfly  the  Ernpcror  of  the  French , 
the  King  of  Italy ,  and  his  Ma - 
jejly  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Ruf- 
Jias.  Done  atTilft ,  'Jth  of  jfuly , 
1807. 

HIS  Majefty,  the  Emperor  of 
France,  King  of  Italy,  ProteCtor 
of  the  Confederation  of  the  Rhine, 
and  his"  Majefty  the  Emperor  of 
Ruftia,  animated  with  the  fame 
intereft  in  putting  an  end  to  the 
devaluations  of  war,  have,  for  this 
purpofe,  nominated  and  furniftied 
with  full  power  on  the  part  of  his 
Majefty  the  Emperor  of  France 
and  King  of  I  taly,  Charles  Maurice 
Talleyrand,  Prince  of  Benevento, 
his  Great  Chamberlain,  and  Mi- 
riifter  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Grand 
Crofs  of  the  Legion  of  Honour, 
Knight  of  the  Pruffian  Order  of 
the  Black  and  of  the  Red  Eagle 
of  the  Order  of  St.  Hubert. 

His  Majefty,  the  Emperor  of 
all  the  Ruffias,  has,  on  his  part, 
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appointed  Prince  Kourakin,  his 
aCtual  Privy  Counfellor ;  Mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Council  of  State,  and 
of  the  Senate ;  Chancellor  of  all 
the  Orders  in  the  Empire ;  Am- 
baffador  Extraordinary,  and  Ple¬ 
nipotentiary  of  his  Majefty  of  all 
the  Ruffias  to  his  Majefty  the 
Emperor  of  Auftria ;  Knight  of 
the  Ruffian  Order  of  St.  Andrew  ; 
of  St.  Alexander  ;  of  St.  Aube  ; 
of  the  hr  ft  clafs  of  the  Order  of 
St.  Wolodimir,  and  of  the  fecontf 
clafs  of  the  Pruffian  Orders  of  the 
Black  and  Red  Eagle ;  of  the  Ba¬ 
varian  Order  of  St.  Hubert ;  of 
the  Danifti  Order  of  Dannebrog, 
and  the  PerfeCt  Union,  and  Bailiff 
and  Grand  Crofs  of  the  Sovereign 
Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerufalem  ; 
and  Prince  Demety  LabanoffVan 
Roftoff,  Lieut.  General  of  the  ar¬ 
mies  of  his  Majefty  the  Emperor 
of  all  the  Ruffias ;  Knight  of  the 
ftrft  clafs  of  the  Order  of  St.  Anne, 
of  the  Military  Order  of  St.  Joris, 
and  of  the  third  clafs  of  the  Order 
of  Wolodimir,— The  abovemen- 
tioned,  after  exchanging  their  full 
powers,  have  agreed  upon  the  fol¬ 
lowing  articles  : 

Art.  I.  From  the  day  of  ex¬ 
changing  the  ratification  of  the 
prefent  treaties,  there  ffiall  be 
perfect  peace  and  amity  between 
his  Majefty  the  Emperor  of  the 
French  and  King  of  Italy,  and  his 
Majefty  the  Emperor  of  all  the 
R.uffias. 

Art.  II.  Hoftilities  {hall  im¬ 
mediately  ceafe  at  all  points  by 
fea  or  land,  as  foon  as  the  intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  prefent  treaty  ffiall 
be  officially  received.  in  the 
mean  while,  the  high  contracting 
parties  ffiall  difpatcb  couriers  ex¬ 
traordinary  to  their  refpeCtive  ge¬ 
nerals  and  commanders. 

*  T  4  Art* 
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Art.  III.  All  fhips  of  war  or 
other  veffels,  belonging  to  the 
high  contracting  parties  or  their 
fubjeCts,  which  may  be  captured 
after  the  figning  of  this  treaty, 
fhall  be  reftored.  In  cafe  of  thefe 
veffels  being  fold,  the  value  fhall 
be  returned. 

Art.  IV.  Out  of  efleem  for  his 
Majefty  the  Emperor  of  all  the 
Ruilias,  and  to  afford  to  him  a 
proof  of  his  fmcere  defire  to  unite 
both  nations  in  the  bands  of  immu¬ 
table  confidence  and  friendfhip,  the 
Emperor  Napoleon  wifhes  that  all 
the  countries,  towns,  and  territory, 
conquered  from  the  King  of  Prof¬ 
ile,  the  ally  of  his  Majefty  the 
Emperor  of  all  the  Ruffias,  fhould 
be  reftored,  namely,  that  part  of 
the  Duchy  of  Magdeburg,  fituated 
on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine, 
the  Mark  of  Prignitz  ;  the  Uker 
Mark  ;  the  Middle  and  New  Mark 
of  Brandenburg,  with  the  exception 
of  the  Circle  of  Kotbufs,  in  Lower 
Alface  ;  the  Dutchy  of  Pomerania; 
Upper,  Lower,  and  New  Silefia, 
and  the  country  of  Glatz  ;  that 
part  of  the  diftriCt  of  the  Netze, 
which  is  fituated  to  the  northward 
of  the  road  of  Priefen  and  Schnei- 
demuhl,  and  to  the  northward  of  a 
line  drawn  from  Schneidemuhl 
through  Waldau  to  the  Viftula, 
and  extending  along  the  frontier 
of  the  circle  of  Bromberg,  and  the 
navigation  of  the  river  Netze  and 
of  the  canal  of  Bremburg,  from 
Driefen  to  the  Viftula  and  back, 
muft  remain  open  and  free  of  all 
tolls ;  Pomerelia ;  the  ifland  of 
Nogat ;  the  country  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Viftula  and  of  the 
Nogat,  to  the  weft  of  Old  Pruftia, 
and  to  the  northward  of  the  circle 
of  Calm  ;  Ermeland.  Laftly,  the 
Jdngdom  of  Pruftia,  as  it  was  ©n 


fiie  ift  of  January,  1772,  together 
with  the  fortreftes  of  Spandau, 
Stettin,  Cuftrin,  Glogau,  Breflau, 
Schweidnitz,  Neiffe,  Brieg,  Kofel, 
and  Glatz,  and  in  general  all  for¬ 
treftes,  citadels,  caftles,  and  ftrong 
holds  of  the  countries  above- 
named,  in  the  fame  condition  in 
which  thofe  fortreftes,  citadels, 
caftles,  and  ftrong  holds  may  be 
at  prefent ;  alfo,  in  addition  to 
the  above,  the  city  and  citadel  of 
Graudentz. 

Art.  V.  Thofe  provinces  which, 
on  the  ift  of  January,  1772,  formed 
a  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Poland, 
and  have  fince,  at  different  times, 
been  fubjeCied  to  Pruftia  (with  the 
exception  of  the  countries  named 
or  alluded  to  in  the  preceding 
article,  and  of  thofe  which  are 
defcribed  below  in  the  gth  article, ) 
fhall  become  the  poftefiion  of  his 
Majefty  the  King  of  Saxony,  * 
with  power  of  poffeflion  and  fove- 
reignty,  under  the  title  of  the 
Duchy  of  Warfaw,  and  fhall  be 
governed  according  to  a  regula¬ 
tion,  which  will  infure  the  liber¬ 
ties  and  privileges  of  the  people 
of  the  faid  Duchy,  and  be  confift- 
ent  with  the  fecurity  of  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  ftates. 

Art.  VI.  The  city  of  Dantzic, 
with  a  territory  of  two  leagues 
round  the  fame,  is  reftored  to  her 
former  independence,  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  his  Majefty  the  King  of 
Pruffia,  and  his  Majefty  the  King 
of  Saxony ;  to  be  governed  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  laws  by  which  fhe 
was  governed  at  the  time  when 
fhe  ceafed  to  be  her  own  miftrefs. 

Art.  VII.  For  a  communica¬ 
tion  betwixt  the  kingdom  of  Sax¬ 
ony  and  the  Duchy  of  Warfaw, 
his  Majefty  the  King  of  Saxony 
is  to  have  the  free  ufe  of  a  military 

road 


STATE  PAPERS.  •  281 


road  through  the  dates  of  his 
Majefty  the  King  of  Pruffia. 
This  road,  the  number  of  troops 
which  are  allowed  to  pafs  at  once, 
and  the  refting  places,  fhall  be 
fixed  by  a  particular  agreement 
between  the  two  fovereigns,  under 
the  mediation  of  France. 

Art.  VIII.  Neither  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  the  King  of  Pruffia,  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  the  King  of  Saxony,  nor  the 
city  of  Dantzic,  ftiall  oppofe  any 
obftacles  whatever  to  the  free  na¬ 
vigation  of  the  Viftula  under  the 
name  of  tolls,  rights,  or  duties. 

Art.  IX.  In  order  as  far  as 
poffible  to  eftablifti  a  natural  boun¬ 
dary  between  Ruffia  and  the  Duchy 
of  Warfaw,  the  territorv  between 
the  prefent  confines  of  Ruffia,  from 
the  Bug  to  the  mouth  of  the  Laf- 
fona,  ftiall  extend  in  a  line  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Lafiona,  along  the 
towing  path  of  the  faid  river;  and 
that  of  the  Bobra,  up  to  its  mouth ; 
that  of  the  Narew  from  the  mouth 
of  that  river  as  far  as  Suradiz ;  from 
LilTa  to  its  fource  near  the  village 
of  Mien ;  from  this  village  to  Nut- 
zeck,  and  from  Nutzeck  to  the 
mouth  of  that  river  beyond  Nurr  ; 
and  finally,  along  the  towing  path 
of  the  Bug  upwards,  to  extend  as 
far  as  the  prefent  frontiers  of  Ruffia. 
This  territory  is  for  ever  united  to 
the  Empire  of  Ruffia. 

Art.  X.  No  perfon  of  any  rank 
or  quality  whatever,  whofe  refi- 
dence  or  property  may  be  within 
the  limits  ftated  in  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  article,  nor  any  inhabitant 
in  thofe  provinces  of  the  ancient 
kingdom  of  Poland,  which  may  be 
given  up  to  hi6  Majefty  the  King 
of  Pruffia,  or  any  perfon  pofleffing 
eftates,  revenues,  penfions,  or  any 
other  kind  of  income,  ftiall  be  mo. 
lefted  in  his  perfon,  or  in  any  way 


whatever,  on  account  of  his  rank, 
quality,  eftates,  revenues,  penfions, 
income,  or  other  wife,  or  in  confe- 
quence  of  any  part,  political  or  mi¬ 
litary,  which  he  may  have  taken  in 
the  events  of  the  prefent  war. 

Art.  XI.  All  contrails  and  en¬ 
gagements  between  his  Majefty  the 
King  of  Pruffia  and  the  ancient  pof- 
fefiors,  relative  to  the  general  im- 
pofts,  the  ecclefiaftical,  the  military 
or  civil  benefices,  of  the  creditors 
or  penfioners  of  the  old  Pruffian 
government,  are  to  be  fettled  be¬ 
tween  the  Emperor  of  ail  the  Ruf- 
fias,  and  his  Majefty  the  King  of 
Saxony  ;  and  to  be  regulated  by 
their  laid  Majefties,  in  proportion 
to  their  acquifitions,  according  to 
articles  V.  and  IX. 

Art.  XII.  Their  Royal  High- 
nefles  the  Dukes  of  Saxe  Cobourg, 
Oldenburgh,  and  Mecklenburgh 
Schwerin,  ftiall  each  of  them  be 
reftored  to  the  complete  and  quiet 
poftfeffion  of  their  eftates ;  but  the 
ports  in  the  Duchies  of  Oldenburgh 
and  Mecklenburgh  fhall  remain  in 
the  pofleffion  of  French  garrifons 
till  the  definitive  treaty  ftiall  be 
ligned  between  France  and  Eng¬ 
land. 

Art.  XIII.  His  Majefty  the 
Emperor  Napoleon  accepts  of  the 
mediation  of  the  Emperor  of  all  the 
Ruffias,  in  order  to  negociate  and 
conclude  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace 
between  France  and  England ;  how¬ 
ever,  only  upon  condition  that  this 
mediation  fhall  be  accepted  by  Eng¬ 
land  in  onemonth  after  the  exchange 
of  the  ratification  of  the  prefent 
treaty. 

Art.  XIV.  Hi*  Majefty  the 
Emperor  of  all  the  Ruffias  being 
defirous  on  his  part  to  manifeft  how 
ardently  he  defires  to  eftablifti  the 
moft  intimate  and  lading  relations 
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between  the  two  Emperors,  ac¬ 
knowledges  his  Majefty  Jofeph 
Napoleon,  King  of  Naples,  and 
his  Majefty  Louis  Napoleon, 
King  of  Holland. 

Art.  XV.  His  Majefty  the 
Emperor  of  all  the  Ruffias,  ac¬ 
knowledges  the  confederation  of 
the  Rhine,  the  prefent  ftate  of  the 
poffeffions  of  the  princes  belonging 
to  it,  and  the  titles  of  thofe  which 
were  conferred  upon  them  by  the 
aft  of  confederation,  or  by  the 
fubfequent  treaties  of  acceffion. 
His  faid  Majefty  alfo  promifes,' 
information  being  communicated 
to  him  on  the  part  of  the  Emperor 
Napoleon,  to  acknowledge  thofe 
fovereigns  who  may  hereafter  be¬ 
come  members  of  the  confederation, 
according  to  their  rank  fpecffted  in 
the  aff  of  confederation. 

Art.  XVI.  His  Majefty  the 
Emperor  of  all  the  Ruffias  cedes 
all  his  property  in  the  right  of  fo- 
Tereignty  to  the  Lordfhip  of  Jevor, 
in  Eaft  Frieftand,  to  his  Majefty 
the  King  of  Holland. 

Art.  XVII.  The  prefent  treaty 
of  peace  ffiall  be  mutually  binding, 
and  in  force  for  his  Majefty  the 
King  of  Naples,  jofeph  Napoleon, 
his  Majefty  Louis  Napoleon,  King 
of  Holland,  and  the  fovereigns  of 
the  Confederation  of  the  Rhine, 
in  alliance  with  the  Emperor  Na¬ 
poleon. 

Art.  XVIII.  His  Majefty  the 
Emperor  of  all  the  Ruffias  alfo  ac¬ 
knowledges  his  Imperial  Highnefs, 
Prince  Jerome  Napoleon,  as  King 
of  Weftphalia'. 

Art.  XIX.  The  kingdom  of 
Weftphalia  fhall  conftft  of  the  pro¬ 
vinces  ceded  by  the  King  of  Pruf- 
fia.  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Elbe, 
and  other  ftates  at  prefent  in  pof- 


feffion  of  his  Majefty  the  Emperor 
Napoleon. 

Art.  XX.  His  Majefty  the 
Emperor  of  all  the  Ruffias  engages 
to  recognize  the  limits  which  (hall 
be  determined  by  his  Majefty  the 
Emperor  Napoleon,  in  purfuance 
of  the  foregoing  XIXth  article, 
and  the  cefiion  of  his  Majefty  the 
King  of  Pruffia  (which  fhall  be 
notified  to  his  Majefty  the  Empe¬ 
ror  of  all  the  Ruffias),  together 
with  the  ftate  of  pofifeffion  refuit- 
ing  therefrom  to  the  fovereigns 
for  whofe  behoof  they  fhall  have 
been  eftabliffied. 

Art.  XXL  All  hoftilities  ffiall 
immediately  ceafe  between  the 
troops  of  his  Majefty  the  Emperor 
of  all  the  Ruffias  and  thofe  of  the 
Grand  Seignior,  at  all  points, 
wherever  official  intelligence  ffiall 
arrive  of  the  figning  of  the  prefent 
treaty.  The  high  contrafling  par¬ 
ties  ffiall,  without  delay,  difpatch 
couriers  extraordinary  to  convey 
the  intelligence,  with  the  utmoft 
poffible  expedition,  to  the  refpefl- 
ive  generals  and  commanders. 

Art.  XXII.  The  Pruffian  troops 
ill  all  be  withdrawn  from  the  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Moldavia,  but  the  faid 
provinces  may  not  be  occupied  by 
the  troops  of  the  Grand  Seignior, 
till  after  the  exchange  of  the  rati¬ 
fications  of  the  future  definitive 
treaty  of  peace  between  Ruffia  and 
the  Ottoman  Porte. 

Art.  XXIII.  His  Majefty  the 
Emperor  of  all  the  Ruffias  accepts, 
the  mediation  of  his  Majefty  the 
Emperor  of  France  and  King  of 
Italy,  for  the  purpofe  of  negoci- 
ating  a  peace  advantageous  and 
honourable  to  the  two  powers,  and 
of  concluding  the  fame.  The  re- 
fpeflive  plenipotentiaries  ffiall  re- 
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pair  to  that  place  which  will  be 
agreed  upon  by  the  two  powers 
concerned,  there  to  open  the  nego- 
ciations,  and  to  proceed  there¬ 
with. 

Art, XXIV,  The  periods  within 
which  the  hijgh  contracting  parties 
fhall  withdraw  their  troops  from 
the  places  which  they  are  to  eva¬ 
cuate  purfuant  to  the  above  dipu¬ 
la  tions,  as  alfo  the  manner  in  which 
the  different  fiipulations  contained 
in  the  prefent  treaty,  fhall  be  exe¬ 
cuted,  will  be  fettled  by  a  fpecial 
agreement. 

Art,  XXV,  His  Majedy  the 
Emperor  of  the  French,  King  of 
Italy,  and  his  Majedy  the  Empe¬ 
ror  of  all  the  Ruffias,  mutually  en- 
fure  to  each  other  the  integrity  of 
their  poffeffions,  and  of  thofe  of 
the  powers  included  in  this  prefent 
treaty,  in  the  date  in  which  they 
are  now  fettled,  or  further  to  be 
fettled,  purfuant  to  the  above  di- 
pulations. 

Art.  XXVI,  The  prifoners 
made  by  the  contracting  parties, 
or  thofe  included  in  the  prefent 
treaty,  fhall  be  redored  in  a  mafs, 
and  without  any  cartel  or  exchange 
on  both  fides. 

Art.  XXVII.  The  commercial 
relations  between  the  French  em¬ 
pire,  the  kingdom  of  Italy,  the 
kingdoms  of  Naples  and  Holland, 
and  the  confederated  dates  of  the 
Rhine,  on  one  fide  ;  and  the  empire 
of  Ruffia  on  the  other,  fhall  be  re¬ 
placed  on  the  fame  footing  as  be¬ 
fore  the  war. 

Art.  XXVIII.  The  ceremonial 
between  the  two  courts  of  the 
Thuilleries  and  Peterfburgh,  with 
refpeCt  to  each  other,  and  aifo  their 
refpeCtive  ambafladors,  miniders, 
and  envoys,  mutually  accredited 
to  each  other,  fhall  be  placed  on 


the  footing  of  complete  equality 
and  reciprocity. 

Art,  XXIX.  The  prefent  treaty 
fhall  be  ratified  by  his  Majedy 
the  Emperor  of  the  French,  King 
of  Italy,  and  his  Majedy  the. Em¬ 
peror  of  all  the  Ruffias;  the  ratifi¬ 
cations  fhall  he  exchanged  in  this 
city  within  the  fpace  of  four  days. 

Done  at  Tilfit,  7  th  July  (25th 
June)  1807. 

(Signed) 

C.  Maurice  Talleyrand, 
Prince  of  Benevento. 

Prince  Alex.  Kourakin, 

Prince  Dimitry  Labanoff 
Van  Rostoff. 

(A  true  copy.) 

(Signed) 

C.  M.  Talleyrand, 
Prince  of  Benevento. 


Ordonnance  of  the  Bishop  of  Qjdm- 
pery  relative  to  the  Confcription 
for  1808;  and  the  Catholics  in. 
Ireland, 

PIERRE  Vincent  Dombidau 
de  Crofeilihes,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  and  authority  of  the  holy  fee, 
bifhop  of  Quimper,  member  of  the 
legion  of  honour,  to  the  clergy 
and  faithful  of  his  diocefe,  health 
and  benediction. 

My  dear  brethren ; — A  new 
confcription  impofes  upon  you  the 
facred  obligation  of  rallying  under 
the  dandard  of  the  hero  who  go¬ 
verns.  We  fhall  recal  to  you 
thofe  principles  which  we  have 
heretofore  enforced  under  fimilar 
circurndances.  We  have  feen,  with 
the  mod  lively  confolation,  that 
thofe  who  were  at  one  time  deaf 
to  the  voice  of  religion,  and  of 
their  country,  have  haftened  to 

make 
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make  reparation  for  that  moment 
of  folly,  by  obeying  their  holy 
authority.  Yes,  my  dear  brethren, 
the  divine  religion  which  you  pro- 
fefs  impofes  upon  you  the  facred 
duty  of  fighting  for  your  country  j 
your  fpiritual  pallors  call  you  to 
this  without  ceafing ;  they  refufe 
to  grant  you  abfolution,  to  admit 
you  to  the  Lord's  table,  fo  long  as 
you  perfifb  in  a  refolution,  as  con¬ 
trary  to  religion  and  juftice,  as  to 
thofe  fentiments  of  honour  and 
bravery,  which  always  diftinguifh 
the  intrepid  and  religious  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  thefe  countries.  Without 
doubt  we  pity  your  facrifices,  for 
no  people  of  this  vaft  empire  are 
snore  attached  to  their  paternal 
hearths ;  your  manners,  your  lan¬ 
guage,  render  you  almoft  ftrangers 
to  all  other  countries.  But  if  you 
leave  your  deareft  friends,  you 
will  find,  in  your  augufl  Emperor, 
the  mofi  tender  father.  With  what 
active  folicitude  does  he  watch  fo 
often  the  fatigues  of  his  brave  fol- 
diers !  And  when  the  infirmities, 
to  which  they  are  all  too  often 
fubjeft,  or  honourable  wounds  con¬ 
fine  them  in  hofpitals,  what  cares, 
what  abundant  and  generous  fuc- 
cours,  does  he  not  bellow  upon 
them  !  He  has  been  feen,  my  be¬ 
loved  brethren,  to  honour  their 
attachment  and  bravery,  by  dref- 
fipg,  with  his  own  royal  hands, 
thofe  heroic  and  affe&ing  victims 
of  war.  Can  your  facrifices  have 
a  more  facred  objett  ?  The  end 
you  have  in  view,  is  to  free  your 
country  from  the  domineering  am¬ 
bition  of  that  government  *,  which 
places  its  only  glory  and  happinefs 
in  the  calamities  of  other  nations. 


For  many  years,  people  the  moft 
interelled  to  live  in  peace  with 
France  have  been  fhedding  their 
bipod  in  unjuft  wars,  conjured  up 
by  intrigue  and  corruption.  But 
He  who  reigns  on  high  in  the  hea¬ 
vens,  and  who  judges  nations  and 
kings,  hath  fufiiciently  proved  to 
the  aftonifhed  world,  that  he  dif- 
fi pates  when  he  pleafes,  the  moft 
formidable  leagues,  and  that  ((  it 
is  by  him  that  kings  reign." 

It  is  he,  my  beloved  brethren, 
who  infpires  our  auguft  Emperor 
with  that  fpirit  of  moderation, 
and  of  wifdom,  which  the  moft 
juft  refentments,  and  the  moft 
fplendid  trophies  of  viftory,  can¬ 
not  alter.  Of  that  intoxication 
of  glory,  from  which  the  nobleft 
minds  have  had  the  greateft  diffi¬ 
culty  to  preferve  themfelves,  his 
foul,  m6re  lofty  ftill,  has  no  know¬ 
ledge.  He  calls  to  kings,  totter¬ 
ing  on  their  thrones,  from  whence 
he  is  well  allured  he  can  precipi¬ 
tate  them,  if  he  does  but  give  the 
fignal  for  combat:  “  Why  deftroy 
your  fubje&s  ?  I  put  no  value  on  a 
vi&ory  which  mull  be  purchafed 
by  the  lives  of  many  of  my  chil¬ 
dren  h."  And  when  fovereign  of 
their  ftates,  he  could  have  im- 
pofed  upon  them  burthenfome  con¬ 
ditions,  he  always  propofes  to 
them  honourable  terms.  Alas  !  it 
is  becaufe  he  feels  the  value  of  his 
fubje&s*  blood,  and  has  exhaufted 
the  honours  which  common  con¬ 
querors  obtain.  His  genius  points 
out  to  him  a  glory  more  mild, 
more  dear  to  his  heart,  the  glory 
of  ameliorating  every  thing,  of 
improving  every  thing  in  his  vaft 
empire,  and  of  caufing  to  fpring 


*  England.  +  Letter  of  his  Majefty  the  Emperor  and  King,  to  the  King  of 

Pruflia,  belore  the  battle  of  Jena, 
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©ut  of  this  fertile  earth,  new  fources 
of  profperity  and  of  honour.  When 
one  fees  him,  my  beloved  brethren, 
divide  all  the  fatigues  and  all  the 
dangers  of  war — trace  with  the 
fame  hand,  and  under  his  tent,  the 
plans  of  a  campaign — prepare  for 
new  viftories,  and  employ  himfelf 
with  folicitude  in  every  thing 
which  can  contribute  to  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  his  fubje&s  * — re-efta- 
blifh  thofe  facred  inftitutions, 
which  enfure  fupport  and  confoia- 
tion  to  infirmity  and  misfortunes — 
afiign  to  the  poor  fuch  inftru&ion 
as  is  neceffary  to  their  welfare^-— 
appropriate  diftin&ions  and  xecom- 
pence  to  the  talents,  the  zeal,  and 
the  virtues  of  thofe  venerable  paf- 
tors  +,  who  think  that  they  are 
unknown,  lave  to  God  alone— 
honour  with  the  mod  affe&ing 
fenfibility,  the  memory  of  a  bi- 
fhop  who  had  become  a  kind 
of  vifible  providence  of  that  dio- 
cefe,  which  was  indebted  to  him 
for  peace,  and  all  the  other  blef- 
lings  of  which  real  charity  and 
religion  are  the  fource,  foften  the 
regret  of  the  whole  Gallican 
church,  and  the  profound  grief  ©f 
his  own  particular  church ;  what 
Frenchman’s  heart  is  there,  which 
does  not  biefs  with  tranfport  the 
Divine  Providence,  for  having 
given  him,  as  Emperor  and  King, 
to  that  fplendid  magnificent  em¬ 
pire,  which  was  almoft  buried 
under  its  own  bloody  ruins,  the 
©nly  man  who  could  repair  its  fuf- 


ferings,  and  cover,  with  the  veil 
of  his  own  glory,  thofe  periods 
which  had  difhonoured  it. 

With  what  lively  fentiments  of 
love  and  gratitude  will  you  learn, 
my  beloved  brethren,  that  far  as 
he  is  feparated  from  you,  and  in 
fpite  of  the  great  events  which  he 
prepares,  and  which  occupy  his 
thoughts,  you  are  always  prefent 
to  his  heart.  He  regrets  his  not 
having  yet  been  able  to  vifit  thefe 
countries. 

“  We  regret  not  having  yet 
vifited  them;  but  one  of  the  firft 
journies  which  we  fhall  make, 
after  our  return  to  our  own  ftates, 
lhall  be  to  fee  with  our  own  eyes 
fo  interefting  a  part  of  our  owa 
people 

Yes,  you  (hall  fee,  my  beloved 
brethren,  that  immortal  deliverer, 
who  has  freed  you  from  the  horrors 
of  anarchy,  and  of  civil  difcord— 
that  inftrument  of  Providence  who 
has  re-opened  our  temples,  and  re¬ 
ft  or  ed  our  altars.  He  lhall  hear 
the  acclamations  of  your  gratitude 
and  of  your  love.  They  will 
prove  to  the  eternal  enemy  |j  of 
the  glory  and  profperiry  of  France, 
that  all  its  perfidious  efforts  and 
intrigues  will  never  be  able  to 
alienate  from  him  your  religious 
and  faithful  hearts.  For  a  moment 
it  had  feduced  you,  at  that  un¬ 
happy  epoch  when  anarchy  ravaged 
this  defolated  land,  and  when  its 
impious  furies  overturned  your 
temples,  and  profaned  your  altars. 


*  The  many  decrees,  which  eftabliih  affociations,  bomnd  by  their  vow  to  the  fervice 
•f  hofpitals  and  ihe  inftrudfcion  of  the  poor. 

t  Decree  of  bis  Majcfty,  which  raifes,  for  their  merit,  the  clergy  of  the  fecond 
clafs  to  thofe  of  the  firft. 

X  Letter  of  his  Majefty  to  his  Excellency  the  Minifter  of  Divine  Worlhip,  ordering 
hitn  to  caule  a  ftatue  of  the  Bilhop  of  Vannes  to  be  ere&ed  in  that  cathedral. 

S  Letter  of  his  Majefty  to  hi*  Excellency  the  Minifter  Diviae  Worlhip. 

J  England, 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1807. 


286  * 

It  only  affected  concern  for  the  re- 
eftablifhment  of  our  holy  religion, 
in  order  to  rend  and  ravage  our 
country. 

See  the  fufFerings  it  (England) 
inflicts  on  that  nation  *,  Catholic 
like  you,  which  is  fubjeft  to  its 
dominion.  The  laft  three  ages 
prefent  only  the  afl!i<5iing  pi&ure 
of  a  people,  robbed  of  all  its  reli¬ 
gious  and  civil  rights.  In  vain 
the  moil  enlightened  men  of  that 
nation  have  protefted  againft  the 
tyrannical  oppreflion.  A  new  per¬ 
fection  has  ravifhed  from  them 
even  the  hope  of  feeing  an  eud  to 
their  calamities  ;  an  inflamed  and 
milled  people  +  dares  applaud  fuch 
injuftice.  It  infults  with  fe&arian 
fanaticifm  the  Catholic  religien, 
and  its  venerable  chief ;  and  it  is 
that  government,  which  knows 
not  how  to  be  juft  towards  its  own 
fubje&s,  that  dares  to  calumniate 
this,  which  has  given  us  fecuritj 
and  honour. 

Whilft  the  Irilh  Catholics  groan 
beneath  laws  fo  oppreflive,  oar 
auguft  Emperor  does  not  confine 
himfelf  to  the  protection  and  efta- 
blilhment  of  that  religion  in  his 
own  ftates ;  he  demanded,  in  his 
treaty  with  Saxony,  that  itfhould 
there  enjoy  the  fame  liberty  as 
other  modes  of  worftiip. 

But  the  happinefs,  fo  dear  to 
your  hearts,  my  brethren,  of  being 
able  to  enjoy,  with  fecurity,  all 
the  confolations  of  the  religion  of 
your  fathers,  will  only  render  you 
more  fenfible  of  the  miferies  of 
that  portion  of  the  Catholic 
church  |  :  fpread  through  all  coun¬ 
tries,  it  is  always  united  by  bonds 
of  the  fame  faith  with  the  different 
churches  ;  it  partakes  of  their  tri- 

.  .> 

*  Ireland,  i  The  Englilh  people. 


bulations,  and  is  interefted  in  their 
profperity.  Faithful  to  thefe  fen- 
timents  and  principles,  let  us  ad- 
drefs  the  God  of  all  vows  and 
prayers,  to  turn  afide  from  the 
Irifli  Catholic  church,  this  new 
ftorm  with  which  it  is  menaced. 

Impelled  by*  thefe  caufes,  we  or¬ 
dain  as  follows : — 

Art.  I.  Our  prefent  Ordonnahce 
(hall  be  read  at  the  time  of  the 
fermon,  in  the  public  fervice,  on 
Sunday,  the  7th  of  June,  in  the 
cathedral,  and  in  all  the  other 
churches,  on  the  Sunday  after  it  is 
received. 

Art.  II.  There  (hall  be  faid, 
every  day,  in  divine  fervice,  in 
order  to  pray  God  to  put  a  flop  to 
the  perfecution  which  the  Catholic 
Church  of  Ireland  fufFers,  the 
prayer  44  Againft  PerfeCutors  of 
the  Church/9  the  44  Secret/*  and 
the  44  Poll  Communion/*  as  long 
as  that  perfecution  (hall  continue. 

Given  at  Quimper,  June  1, 1807. 

Pierre  Vincent,  Bifliop 
of  Quimper. 

Le  Clanche,  Prieft, 
Secretary. 

By  order  of  the  Bifliop. 


Official  Letter  from  the  French  Con - 
ful  at  Bremen ,  to  his  Excellency 
the  Burgomaflery  Prefdent  of  the 
Senate  of  that  City ,  Dated  Bre¬ 
men  ,  October  26,  1807* 

Sir, 

I  haften  to  inform  you,  that  it 
is  the  intention  of  his  Majefty  the 
Emperor  and  King,  that  all  navi¬ 
gation  on  the  Wefer  be  prohibited; 
it  is  his  Majefty ’s  defire  that  all 
veflels,  even  French,  entering  the 

±  The  Irilh  Catholic  church. 

Wefer 
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Wefer,  be  flopped,  provided  they 
are  wholly  or  partly  laden  with 
colonial  produce,  or  any  other 
goods  of  whatever  .kind,  that 
England  can  furnilh.  The  goods 
are  to  be  put  under  fequeftration, 
and  taken  in  charge  until  farther 
orders. 

VciTels  loaded  folely  with  mer¬ 
chandize,  which  it  is  poffible  Eng¬ 
land  cannot  furnifh,  fuch  as  pitch, 
tar,  iron,  copper,  and  French 
wines,  are  to  be  exempted  from 
feizure  ;  and  all  veffels  are  to  be 
prevented  from  leaving  the  Wefer. 

I  am  finally  ordered  to  take  the 
mod  efficacious  meafures  that  the 
Intentions  of  his  Majefly  be  flriHly 
and  immediately  fulfilled.  I  hailen 
to  warn  you  thereof,  that  you  may 
immediately  inform  the  merchants 
of  this  city,  in  order  that  they  may 
avoid  the  inevitable  lofs  to  which 
they  will  be  expofed,  if  they  at¬ 
tempt  to  render  ineffectual  the 
meafures  taken  for  the  rigid  and 
prompt  execution  of  the  orders  of 
my  fovereign. 

I  am,  &c,  Lagact. 


Ukafe ,  ijfucd  by  Order  of  the  JL?npe- 
n  cr  of  Ruffia .  Dated  July,  1807. 

The  fenate  having  taken  into 
confideration  the  reprefentation  of 
Count  Romantzoff,  in  which  he 
fets  forth,  i(  that  the  College  of 
Commerce  has  demanded  of  him, 
from  what  date  are  Englifh  mer¬ 
chants,  trading  here,  to  reckon  the 
term  of  fix  months  allowed  to  iti¬ 
nerant  merchants— -whether  from 
the  date  of  the  Imperial  Manifeflo, 
that  is,  from  the  ill  of  January  of 
this  year,  or  from  the  date  on 
which  the  Englifh  Treaty  of  Com¬ 
merce  expired  He,  the  M miller 


of  Commerce,  following  the  exadl: 
interpretation  of  the  appellation  of 
itinerant  merchant,  in  the  Imperial 
Manifeflo,  does  not  fee  any  Effi¬ 
cient  reafon  for  the  College  of 
Commerce  having  put  this  quef- 
tion  ;  but,  combining  the  circum- 
fiances  of  the  times,  and  judging 
by  that  fecurity  which  the  foreign 
merchants  on  their  own  account 
have  hitherto  enjoyed,  conclude* 
that  they,  being  perhaps  in  hopes 
of  fome  change  of  the  Manifeflo 
in  their  favour,  and  not  having  yet 
obtained  their  wifh,  defer  fulfilling 
the  objeCt  of  the  meafures  which 
have  been  adopted  by  the  Mani- 
feflo,  and  endeavour  to  lay  hold 
of  the  appellation  of  itinerant  mer¬ 
chants,  for  the  purpofe  of  remain¬ 
ing  fix  months  longer  in  an  unde¬ 
terminate  date,  The  term  of  tim© 
for  foreign  merchants  is  very  clear¬ 
ly  fet  down  in  the  Manifeflo,  and 
the  Englifh  Treaty  of  Commerce 
can  have  no  place  there,  which  ex¬ 
pired  on  the  25th  of  March,  N.  S, 
With  refpeCl  to  foreigners  in- 
feribing  themfelves  as  itinerant 
merchants,  the  10th  article  of  the 
Manifeflo  again  clearly  orders, 
that  the  term  granted  to  the  iti¬ 
nerant  merchants  is  to  be  reckoned 
from  the  day  of  the  arrival  of  the 
foreign  trader  in  Ruffia,  confe^ 
quently  foreigners  inferihed  into 
Guilds  who  have  paid  their  yearly 
tax  for  this  year,  or  fuch  as  have 
heufes  (which  is  not  allowed  to 
the  clafs  of  itinerant  merchants) ; 
or  fuch  as  have  lived  a  long  while 
in  Ruffia,  for  purpofes  of  trade, 
cannot  become  itinerant  merchants, 
but  mu  ft  enter  direCt  either  into 
the  flate  of  fubjeCt,  or  into  the 
clafs  of  foreign  guells.  For  thefe 
reafons,  the  Minifler  of  Commerce, 
on  reprefenting  this  fubjeCt  to  the 
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fenate,  has  applied  for  an  Ukafe, 
in  confirmation  of  the  fame,  as  well 
for  foreign  merchants  refident  in 
Ruffia,  as  for  thofe  who  may  here¬ 
after  come  into  this  empire  ;  and 
in  order  not  to  impede  commercial 
tranfattions  by  too  fudden  an  alte¬ 
ration  in  the  fftuation  of  the  mer¬ 
chants,  by  which  they  would  be 
obliged  either  to  enter  into  new 
employments,  or  entirely  to  put  a 
flop  to  them,  e(  would  not  the  fe. 
nate  think  proper  to  allow  the  fol¬ 
lowing  arrangement  to  be  made  ?'* 
viz.  That  as  foon  as  any  petition 
is  given  in  for  admitting  a  foreigner 
as  a  gueft,  the  Duma,  or  City 
Council,  Ihould  give  the  petitioner 
a  certificate,  empowering  him  to 
carry  on  bufinefs  in  conformity 
with  his  future  intended  calling, 
and  after  that  the  Duma  might 
collect  from  them  the  information 
neceffary  for  their  introdu&ion  into 
the  rights  and  obligations  attached 
to  guefts,  as  ordered  by  articles  5 
and  12  of  the  Manifefto.  It  is 
therefore  ordered,  that  it  be  made 
known  to  the  Minifter  of  Com¬ 
merce,  that  the  fenate,  finding  the 
reprefentation  which  he  has  made 
in  confequence  of  the  queftion  of 
the  College  of  Commerce,  relative 
to  the  term  allowed  by  the  Mani¬ 
fefto  of  the  i  ft  of  January  of  this 
year,  to  foreign  itinerant  mer¬ 
chants,  and  relative  to  thofe  fo¬ 
reigners  who  are  infcribed  in 
Guilds,  and  have  paid  the  yearly 
tax,  or  have  houfes,  or  have  lived 
fome  time  in  the  Ruffian  empire 
for  the  purpofes  of  trade,  that  they 
cannot  become  itinerant  merchants, 
but  muft  become  fubje&s,  or  fo¬ 
reign  guefis ;  and  finding  that  re¬ 
prefentation  juft,  and  conformable 
to  the  meaning  and  intent  of  the 
Imperial  Manifefto,  leaves  it  to 
the  Minifter  of  Commerce  to  ra. 


tify  and  make  known  the  fame  to 
thofe  who  already  refide  in  Ruflia, 
as  well  as  to  thofe  who  may  come 
hereafter,  by  publications  in  the 
Gazettes  of  Mofcow  and  Peterf- 
burgh.  And  that  this  Ordinance 
fhould  alfo  be  put  in  due  execu¬ 
tion,  on  the  part  of  the  adminif- 
tration  of  provinces,  proper  in- 
ftru&ions  are  to  be  made  out  to 
them,  that  they,  in  conformity 
with  the  reprefentation  of  the 
Minifter  of  Commerce,  and  to 
avoid  impeding  the  courfe  of  com¬ 
mercial  affairs,  by  allowing  too 
fhort  a  period,  Ihould  inftruft  the 
city  councils  to  proceed  in  the 
following  manner,  viz.  As  foon 
as  any  petitions  for  infcription,  as 
foreign  guefts,  are  prefented  by  fo¬ 
reigners,  the  city  council  receiving 
from  them  the  neceffary  documents, 
as  ftipulated  by  articles  5  and  12 
of  the  Manifefto,  by  which  they 
can  be  introduced  into  the  rights 
and  obligations  attached  to  guefts, 
are  at  the  fame  time  to  give  the 
petitioners  certificates,  purporting 
that  they  are  at  liberty  to  profe- 
cute  their  bufinefs  as  foreign, 
guefts,  even  before  all  the  formali¬ 
ties  neceffary  for  their  complete 
infcription  are  gone  through. — - 
Whereof  proper  notice  is  to  be 
given  to  all  provincial  courts  and 
governors  in  Peterfburgh  and 
Mofcow,  to  the  Minifter  of  the 
Interior,  and  to  the  Colleges  of 
Commerce  and  Foreigh  Affairs, — * 
July,  1807,—  iff  Department. 


P  reclamation  iffued  by  the  Empercn * 
of  Rvjjia,  on  the  Conclujion  of 
Peace  with  France .  Given  at 
St»  Peterfburgh ,  Aug .  9,  1807. 

We,  Alexander  the  Firft,  by 
God's  grace,  Emperor  and  Auto¬ 
crat  of  all  the  Ruffias 


The 
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The  war  between  Ruffia  and 
France,  through  the  powerful  af- 
fi  fiance  of  the  Mofl  High,  and  the 
diflinguifhed  valour  of  our  troops, 
has  ended.  Peace  is  happily  re- 
llored. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  war,  Ruffia 
has  experienced  the  magnitude  of 
her  refources  in  the  love  and  devo¬ 
tion  of  her  fons,  and  which  fhe 
may  reckon  upon  finding  on  all  oc- 
cafions 

The  troops  in  general  have  ex- 
hibited  an  unexampled  valour,  the 
firmeft  intrepidity,  and  heroic  ac¬ 
tion  ;  wherever  they  were  called 
by  the  voice  of  honour,  the  fenfe 
of  danger  difappeared  :  their  glo¬ 
rious  deeds  will  remain  beyond  the 
power  of  oblivion  in  the  annals  of 
national  honour,  and  a  grateful 
country  will  confider  them  as 
Handing  examples  for  poflerity. 

The  nobles  of  the  civil  clafs, 
treading  in  the  footfteps  of  their 
predeeeffors,  have  not  only  dif- 
tinguifhed  themfelves  by  the  facri- 
fices  they  have  made  of  their  pro¬ 
perty,  but  alfo  by  their  perfedl 
readinefs  to  hazard  their  lives  for 
the  honour  of  their  country. 

The  merchants,  and  all  the  other 
claffes,  neither  fparing  of  their  en¬ 
deavours  nor  their  property,  have 
cheerfully  borne  the  burden  of  the 
war,  and  have  fhewn  themfelves 
ready  to  make  any  facrifice  what. 
«ver, 

*"  With  fuch  a  general  and  inti¬ 
mate  union  of  valour  and  patriot- 
ifm,  it  has  pleafed  the  Moft  High, 
defending  and  ftrengthening  our 
armies  in  the  feverefl  conflidls, 
finally  to  reward  their  intrepidity 
by  putting  a  happy  period  to  a  fan- 
guinary  war,  and  prefenting  us 
with  a  propitious  peace,  by  a 
treaty,  between  France  and  Ruffia, 
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which  was  concluded  and  ratified 
on  the  27th  of  June,  in  our  pre« 
fence,  at  Tilfit. 

According  to  the  bafis  of  this 
treaty,  we  have  rejedled  all  th© 
plans  for  the  enlargement  of  our 
frontiers  at  the  expence  of  our  al¬ 
lies,  as  inconfiftent  with  juftic© 
and  Ruffian  dignity. 

Not  wifhing  to  extend  our  fpa^ 
cious  empire,  we  only  made  ufe  of 
our  arms  to  reftore  the  violate 
ed  tranquillity  of  the  continent^ 
and  to  avert  the  danger  which 
threatened  our  own,  and  the  Hates 
that  were  in  alliance  with  us* 
Through  the  eflablifhment  of  the 
prefent  peace,  Ruffia’ s  ancient  li¬ 
mits  are  not  only  fecured  in  their 
complete  inviolability,  but  ren¬ 
dered  more  complete  by  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  a  natural  and  advantageous 
line  of  frontier. 

Several  aountries  and  provinces 
have  been  given  up  to  our  alliesp 
which  had  been  loft  by  the  fortune 
of  war,  and  fubjedled  by  force  &£ 
arms. 

Peace  being  concluded  upon  thefe 
principles,  we  are  convinced  that 
all  our  faithful  fubjedls  will  join 
with  us  in  offering  their  prayers 
to  the  throne  of  the  King  of  kings/ 
that  Ruffia  may  long  enjoy  its  ad¬ 
vantages,  defended  by  the  blefi* 
fings  of  the  Supreme,  and  the  un« 
fhaken  and  tried  valour  of  her 
armies* 

Given  at  St.  Peterfhurgh,  Aug. 

9,  1807,  and  the  feventh  year  of 
our  reign. 

(L.  S.)  Alexander* 
Andrei  Bodberg. 


Treaty  of  Armijiice  between  llujjia, 
and  the  Ottoman  Porte ;  Juguji 
24,  1807. 
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Art.  i.  From  the  date  of  the 
fignature  of  the  treaty,  all  hofti- 
lities  fhall  ceafe  between  the  two 
belligerent  powers. 

2.  As  the  Sublime  Porte  and 
Ruffia  equally  with,  with  the  moil 
amicable  intention,  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  peace  and  harmony,  the 
high  contracting  patties  will  ap¬ 
point,  after  the  fignature  of  the 
prefent  armiftice,  plenipotentiaries 
to  negociate  and  conclude  a  peace 
as  foon  as  poffible,  to  meet  in  the 
inoft  convenient  fituation  for  both. 
If  in  the  courfe  of  the  negociation 
for  a  definitive  peace,  difficulties 
fhculd  unfortunately  arife,  fo  as 
to  obflrudl  a  definitive  arrangement, 
hcttilities  fhall  not  re-commence  be¬ 
fore  next  fpring,  that  is  to  fay, 
before  the  2 iff  of  March,  1808, 
new  ffile  of  the  chriftian  aera. 

3.  As  foon  as  the  prefent  armif¬ 
tice  is  figned,  the  Ruffian  troops 
fhall  begin  to  evacuate  Wallachia 
and  Moldavia,  and  all  the  pro¬ 
vinces,  fortreffes,  and  other  ter¬ 
ritory  which  they  have  occupied 
during  the  war  ;  and  to  retire 
within  their  ancient  frontiers,  fo 
that  the  faid  evacuation  fhall  be 
completed  in  the  fpace  of  thirty- 
five  days  from  the  date  of  the  fig- 
nature  of  the  prefent  armiftice. 

The  Ruffian  troops  fhall  leave, 
in  the  territory  and  fortreffes 
which  they  fhall  evacuate,  all  the 
effedls,  cannon,  and  ammunition, 
which  they  found  on  taking  pof- 
feffion  of  them.  The  Sublime 
Porte  fhall  appoint  commiffaries  to 
receive  the  atorefaid  fortreffes  from 
Ruffian  officers  appointed  for  the 
iiforefaid  purpofe.  The  Ottoman 
troops  fhall,  in  like  manner,  retire 
from  Moldavia  and  Wallachia,  and 
repafs  the  Danube.  They  will 
©nly  leave  in  the  fortreffes  of  If- 


mail,  Brailow,  and  Giurgion,  gar* 
rifons  fufficient  to  keep  them.  The 
Ruffian  troops  fhall  correfpond  with 
the  Ottomans,  fo  that  the  two  ar¬ 
mies  fhall  begin  to  retire  at  the 
fame  time  from  Wallachia  and 
Moldavia.  The  two  contracting 
parties  fhall  in  no  way  meddle  with 
the  adminiftration  of  the  two  prin¬ 
cipalities  of  Moldavia  and  Walla¬ 
chia  till  the  arrival  of  the  pleni¬ 
potentiaries  charged  with  the  of¬ 
fice  of  negociating  for  a  definitive 
peace.  Till  peace  is  concluded, 
the  Ottoman  troops  fhall  not  enter 
any  of  the  fortreffes  evacuated  by 
the  Ruffians.  The  inhabitants 
alone  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  enter 
them. 

4.  Conformably  to  the  preceding 
article,  the  ifland  of  Tenedos,  as 
well  as  every  other  place  in  the 
Archipelago,  which,  before  the 
intelligence  of  the  armiftice  fhall 
have  arrived,  fhall  be  occupied  by 
the  Ruffian  troops,  fhall  be  eva¬ 
cuated.  The  Ruffian  troops  which 
are  ftationed  before  Tenedos,  or 
any  other  place  in  the  Archipelago, 
fhall  return  to  their  ports,  in  or¬ 
der  that  the  Dardanelles  fhall  be 
at  once  open  and  free.  If  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  fhips  in  proceeding  to  their 
ports  fhall  be  obliged  to  flop  at 
any  port  in  the  Archipelago,  in 
confequence  of  tempeftuous  wea¬ 
ther,  or  any  other  unavoidable  ac¬ 
cident,  the  Tcrkifh  officers  fhall 
not  oppofe  any  obftacle,  but  on 
the  contrary,  fhall  afford  them  the 
neceffary  aid.  All  the  fhips  of 
war,  or  other  Ottoman  veffels, 
which,  during  the  war  fhall  have 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Ruf¬ 
fians,  fhall  be  reftored,  with  their 
crews,  as  well  as  the  Ruffian  vef¬ 
fels  which  fhall  have  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  Ottomans.  The  Ruf¬ 
fian 
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fian  fliips  in  proceeding  to  their 
ports  fhall  not  take  on  board  any 
fubjeft  of  the  Sublime  Porte. 

All  the  vefiels  of  the  Ruffian 
flotilla  ftationed  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Sunne  or  elfewhere,  (hall  go 
out  and  proceed  to  their  ports,  in 
order  that  the  Ottoman  vefiels 
may  go  out  and  come  in  with  per- 
fed  fafety.  The  Sublime  Porte 
will  give  orders  that  the  Fvuffian 
vefiels  proceeding  to  their  ports 
fhall  be  refpeded,  and  that  they 
fhall  be  permitted  to  enter  into 
any  Ottoman  port  in  cafe  they 
fhall  be  obliged  to  do  fo  by  tern- 
peftuous  weather  or  any  other  in¬ 
evitable  accident. 

6.  All  the  prifoners  of  war  and 
other  Haves  of  both  fexes,  of 
whatever  quality  or  rank,  fnall  be 
immediately  liberated  and  reftored 
on  both  fides,  without  any  ran- 

fom,  with  the  exception,  however, 
of  mufiulmen  who  fhall  have  vo¬ 
luntarily  embraced  the  chriftian  re¬ 
ligion  in  the  Ruffian  empire,  ahd 
the  chriftian  fubjeds  ot  Ruffia  who 
fhall  have  voluntarily  embraced 
the  mahometan  religion  in  the  Ot¬ 
toman  empire.  Immediately  after 
the  conclufton  of  the  prefen t  ar- 
naiftice,  all  the  commanders,  offi¬ 
cers,  and  inhabitants  of  the  for- 
trefles  of  Turkey,  who  are  at  pre- 
fent  in  Ruffia,  (hall  be  reftored  and 
fent'to  Turkey,  with  all  theit;  pro¬ 
perty  and  baggage. 

7.  The  prefen  t  treaty  of  armif- 
tice,  written  in  Turkifh  and  in 
trench,  has  been  figned  by  the 
two  plenipotentiaries,  and  by  the 
adjutant  commandant  Guilleminot, 
and  has  been  exchanged,  in  order 
that  it  may  be  ratified  by  the 
Grand  Vizier,  and  by  his  excel¬ 
lency  the  general  in  chief  Michel- 

fon. 
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The  two  plenipotentiaries  (hall 
take  care  that  the  faid  ratifications 
fhall  be  exchanged  within  one 
week,  or  fooner,  if  poflible. 

Done  and  decreed  at  the  caftle 
of  Slobofia.,  near  Giurgion,  the 
20th  of  the  month  of  Dgemaziul- 
Ahir,  the  year  of  the  Hegira 
1222,  and  the  12th  of  Auguft 
(old  ftyle),  or  the  24th  of  Au- 
guft,  1807,  (new  ftyle)  of  the 
chriftian  sera. 

(Signed)  Galib  Effendi, 

Serqio  LaSXAROFFo 
Guilleminot, 


Declaration  of  Ruffia  again]}  Eng¬ 
land.  Don!e  at  St.  Deterjburgh , 
Qftober  26,  1807. 

The  higher  the  value  in  which 
the  Emperor  held  the  amity  of  his 
Britannic  Majefty,  the  keener  the 
regret  he  muft  feel  at  the  complete 
alienation  of  that  monarch. 

Twice  has  the  Emperor  taken 
up  arms  in  a  caufe  in  which  the 
interefts  of  England  were  mod 
immediately  concerned  :  but  he 
has  folicited  to  no  purpofe  her  co¬ 
operation  to  promote  the  aceom- 
plifhment  of  her  own  objeTs.  He 
did  not  require  fhe  fhould  unite 
her  forces  with  his  :  he  was  anx¬ 
ious  only  Hie  would  make  a  diver- 
fion  in  their  favour.  He  was 
aftonifhed  that  in  furtherance  of 
her  own  caufe  fhe  herfelf  would 
make  no  exertion.  On  the  con. 
trary,  fhe  looked  on  a  cold  fpecta- 
trix  of  the  fanguinary  theatre  of 
the  war,  which  (lie  had  herfelf 
kindled,  and  fent  a  part  of  her 
troops  to  attack  Buenos  Ayies, 
Another  portion  of  her  army, 
which  feemed  to  be  deftined  to 
make  a  diverfton  in  Italy,  finally 
U  z  withdrew 
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withdrew  from  Sicily  where  it  was 
afiembled,  Hopes  were  entertain¬ 
ed  that  they  had  taken  that  ftep, 
in  order  to  throw  themfelves  on 
the  Neapolitan  coafl  ;  but  it  was 
foon  underftood  that  they  were 
employed  in  taking  poffeffion  of 
Egypt. 

But  what  mod  fenfibly  hurt  the 
feelings  of  his  Imperial  Majefty 
was,  to  fee  that  in  violation  of  the 
faith  and  exprefs  ftipulations  of 
treaties,  England  was  annoying 
the  maritime  trade  of  his  fubjefts ; 
and  at  what  period  was  this  pro¬ 
ceeding  adopted  ?  when  the  blood 
of  the  Ruffians  was  flowing  in  the 
glorious  battles  which  accumulated 
and  direfted  againft  the  armies  of 
his  Imperial  Majefty,  the  whole 
of  the  military  force  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  the  Emperor  of  the  French, 
with  whom  England  was,  and  ftill 
is,  at  war  !  When  the  two  Empe¬ 
rors  made  peace,  his  Majefty, 
notwithftanding  his  juft  caufes  of 
difpleafure  at  the  conduft  of  Eng¬ 
land,  did  not  however  refrain  from 
endeavouring  to  render  her  fer vices. 
The  Emperor  ftipulated  in  that 
very  treaty  that  he  {hould  inter, 
pofe  his  mediation  between  Eng¬ 
land  and  France;  and  he  accord¬ 
ingly  made  an  offer  of  that  media¬ 
tion  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
apprifing  him  that  it  was  with  a 
wifh  to  obtain  honourable  condi¬ 
tions  for  him.  But  the  Britifh 
miniftry,  adhering  no  doubt  to  the 
plan  that  was  to  diffolve  and  break 
off  all  the  ties  between  Ruffia  and 
England,  rejefted  their  mediation. 

The  peace  between  Ruffia  and 
France  was  likely  to  bring  about 
■a  general  peace,  but  it  was  at  this 
moment  that  England  fuddenly 
awoke  from  that  apparent  lethargy 
in  which  ihe  had  Numbered ;  hut 


it  was  only  to  throw  into  the 
north  frefh  firebrands,  which  were 
to  rekindle,  and  have  actually 
kindled,  the  flames  of  war  which 
file  was  defirous  not  to  fee  extin- 
guifhed. 

Her  fleets,  her  troops,  appeared 
on  the  Danifh  coafts,  to  execute 
an  aft  of  violence  of  which  hiftory 
fo  fruitful  in  examples,  records  no 
parallel. 

A  power  diftinguifhed  for  its 
peaceful  and  moderate  conduit,  and 
for  a  long  and  unexpected  courfe 
of  wife  neutrality,  and  who  fuf- 
tained,  amidlt  furrounding  monar¬ 
chies,  a  kind  of  moral  dignity, 
finds  itfelf  treated  as  if  it  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  fecret  plots,  and  was  me¬ 
ditating  the  downfall  of  England : 
while  the  whole  of  thefe  imputa¬ 
tions  were  only  meant  to  juftify 
the  hidden  and  entire  fpoliation  of 
that  power. 

The  Emperor,  wounded  in  his 
dignity,  wounded  in  the  affeftion 
he  feels  for  his  people,  wounded 
in  his  engagements  with  the  courts 
of  the  North,  by  this  aft  of  vio¬ 
lence  committed  in  the  Baltic,  a 
clofe  fea,  the  tranquillity  of  which 
has  fo  long  depended  on  the  court 
of  St.  James’s,  and  is  reciprocally 
guaranteed  by  both  powers,  did 
not  difiemble  his  refentment  againft 
England,  and  warned  her  that  he 
Ihould  not  remain  indifferent  to 
fuch  a  proceeding. 

His  Majefty  did  not  forefee, 
that  while  England,  having  fuc- 
cefsfully  employed  her  forces,  was 
on  the  point  of  feizing  on  her 
prey,  fhe  would  offer  a  frefh  out¬ 
rage  to  Denmark,  in  which  his 
Majefty  was  to  bear  a  part. 

New  propofitions,  ftill  more  in. 
fidious  than  thofe  made  at  firft, 
were  made  to  Denmark*  which 
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aimed  at  binding  down  to  England 
that  power  thus  fubjugated,  de¬ 
graded,  and  applauding,  as  it  were, 
every  thing  that  had  happened. 

Still  lefs  did  the  Emperor  fore¬ 
fee  that  it  would  be  propofed  to 
him  to  guarantee  that  fubmiflion, 
and  to  promife  that  that  aft  of 
violence  fhould  not  be  attended 
with  any  mifchievous  confequence 
to  England. 

The  Englifh  ambafifador  feems 
to  have  imagined  that  he  might 
venture  to  propofe  to  the  miniiter 
of  the  Emperor,  that  his  Imperial 
Majefty  fhould  undertake  the  apo¬ 
logy  and  defence  of  a  proceeding 
which  his  Majefty  had  fo  openly 
condemned.  To  this  ftep  on  the 
part  of  thecabinent  of  St.  James’s, 
his  Majefty  has  thought  proper  to 
pay  only  that  attention  which  it 
deferved,  and  has  deemed  it  high 
time  to  fet  limits  to  his  modera¬ 
tion. 

The  Prince  Royal  of  Denmark 
endowed  with  a  charader  full  of 
noblenefs  and  energy,  and  having 
been  blefled  by  Providence  with  a 
foul  as  elevated  as  his  rank,  had 
apprized  the  Emperor,  that,  juftly 
enraged  againft  what  had  recently 
happened  at  Copenhagen,  he  had 
not  ratified  the  convention  refped- 
ing  it,  and  that  he  cenfidered  it 
as  null  and  void. 

That  Prince  has  juft  now  ac¬ 
quainted  his  Majefty  with  the  new 
propofitions  that  have  been  made 
to  him,  and  which  are  of  a  nature 
rather  to  provoke  his  refiftance 
than  to  appeafe  his  refen  tment,  for 
they  tend  to  ftamp  on  his  adions 
the  feal  of  degradation,  the  im- 
prefs  of  which  they  never  will 
exhibit. 

The  Emperor  ftruck  with  the 
confidence  which  the  Prince  Royal 
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placed  in  him,  having  moreover 
confidered  his  own  grounds  of  dif- 
fatisfadion  with  England,  having 
attended  to  his  engagements  with 
the  powers  of  the  North,  engage¬ 
ments  entered  into  by  the  Emprefs 
Catherine,  and  by  his  late  Impe¬ 
rial  Majefty,  both  of  glorious 
memory,  has  refolved  upon  fulfil¬ 
ling  them. 

His  Imperial  Majefty  breaks 
off  all  communication  with  Eng¬ 
land  :  he  recalls  his  embaffy  from 
that  court,  and  will  not  allow  any 
ambaflador  from  her  to  continue  a  t 
his  court.  There  fhall  hencefor¬ 
ward  exift  no  relations  between 
the  two  countries.  The  Emperor 
declares  that  he  abrogates  for  ever 
every  ad  hitherto  concluded  be¬ 
tween  Great  Britain  and  Ruflia, 
and  particularly  the  convention 
concluded  in  j8oi.  He  proclaims 
anew  the  principles  of  the  arme  d 
neutrality,  that  monument  of  the 
wifdom  of  the  Emprefs  Catherine, 
and  binds  himfelf  never  to  recede 
from  that  fyftem. 

He  calls  upon  England  to  give 
complete  fatisfadion  to  his  fubjeds, 
with  refped  to  all  the  juft  claims 
they  may  fet  up,  of  fhips  and  mer« 
chandifes  feized  and  maintained, 
contrary  to  the  exprefs  tenor  of 
the  treaties  concluded  during  his 
own  reign.  The  Emperor  gives 
warning,  that  nothing  (hall  be  re- 
eft  abli  (lied  between  Rufila  and  Eng® 
land,  until  the  latter  fhall  have 
given  fatisfadion  to  Denmark. 

The  Emperor  expeds,  that  his 
Britannic  Majefty,  inftead  of  per¬ 
mitting  his  rainifters  to  fcatteE 
frelh  feeds  of  war,  in  compliance 
only  with  his  own  feelings,  will 
be  induced  to  conclude  a  peace 
with  his  Majefty  the  Emperor  of 
the  French,  which  would  be  ex- 
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lending,  in  a  manner,  to  the  whole 
world,  the  ineftimable  biddings  of 
peace. 

When  the  Emperor  (hall  be  fa- 
tisfied  upon  all  thefe  points,  --and 
efpeciaily  upon  that  of  a  peace  be¬ 
tween  France  and  England,  with¬ 
out  which  no  part  of  Europe  can 
expedl  to  enjoy  any  real  tranquil¬ 
lity,  his  Imperial  Majefty  will 
then  willingly  return  to  the  rela¬ 
tions  of  amity  with  Great  Britain, 
which  in  the  date  of  juft  refent- 
ment  which  the  Emperor  ftioidd 
feel,  he  has  maintained,  perhaps, 
too  long. 


Declaration  of  has  Majejly  aguinjl 

RuJJta .  Dated  ijl  Dec,  i  807 . 

f  7  • 

The  declaration  iifued  at  St. 
Peterfburgh  by  his  Majefty  the 
Emperor  of  all  the  Ruffias,  has 
excited  in  his  Majefty 5s  mind  the 
ftrongeft  fenfations  of  aftonifhment 
and  regret. 

His  Majefty  was  not  unaware  of 
the  nature  of  thofe  fecret  engage¬ 
ments  which  had  been  impofed 
upon  Ruftia  in  the  conferences  of 
Til  fit.  But  his  Majefty  had  en¬ 
tertained  the  hope,  that  a  review 
qf  the  tranfadtions  of  that  unfor¬ 
tunate  negociation,  and  a  juft  efti- 
mate  of  its  effeds  upon  the  glory 
of  the  Ruftian  name,  and  upon  the 
interefts  of  the  Ruffian  empire, 
would  have  induced  his  Imperial 
Majefty  to  extricate  himfelf  from 
the  embarraiTment  of  thofe  new 
tpunfels  apd  connections  which  he 
had  adopted  in  a  moment  of  def- 
pondency  and  alarm,  and  to  return 
to  a  policy  more  congenial  to  the 
principles  which  he  has  fo  inva¬ 
riably  profefted,  and  more  condu¬ 
cive  to  the  honour  of  his  crown, 
and  to  the  profperity  of  his  domi¬ 
nions,  This  hope  has  dictated 


his  Majefty  the  utmoft  forbearance* 
and  moderation  in  ail  his  diploma¬ 
tic  intercourfe  with  the  court  of 
St  Peterfburgh  fmee  the  peace  of 
Tilftt.  His  Majefty  had  much 
caufe  for  fufpicion,  and  juft  ground 
for  complaint.  But  he  abftained 
from  the  language  of  reproach. 
His  Majefty  deemed  it  neceftary 
to  require  fpecific  explanation  with 
refpedt  to  thofe  arrangements  with 
France,  the  concealment  of  which 
from  his  Majefty  could  not  but 
confirm  the  impreffion  already  re¬ 
ceived  of  their  character  and  tend¬ 
ency.  Bui  his  Majefty,  never- 
thelefs,  directed  the  demand  of 
that  explanation  to  be  made,  not 
only  without  afperity  or  the  indi¬ 
cation  of  any  hoftile  difpofition, 
but  with  that  confiderate  regard 
to  the  feelings  and  fituation  of  the 
Emperor  of  Ruftia,  which  refu’ted 
from  the  recollection  of  former 
friendfhip,  and  from  confidence  in¬ 
terrupted,  but  not  deftroyed. 

The  declaration  of  the  Emperor 
of  Ruftia  proves  that  the  objed  of 
his  Majefty’s  forbearance  and  mo¬ 
deration  has  not  been  attained.  It 
proves,  unhappily,  that  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  that  power,  which  is 
equally  and  effentially  the  enemy 
both  of  Great  Britain  and  Ruftia, 
has  acquired  a  decided  afcendancy 
in  the  counfels  of  the  cabinet  of 
St,  Peterfburgh,  and  has  been  able 
to  excite  a  caufelefs  enmity  be¬ 
tween  two  nations,  whofe  long 
eiiablifhed  connection,  and  whofe 
mutual  interefts  preferihed  the  moft 
intimate  union  and  co-operation. 

His  Majefty  deeply  laments  the 
extenfion  of  the  calamities  of  war. 
But  called  upon,  as  he  is,  to  de¬ 
fend  himfelf  againft  an  act  of  un¬ 
provoked  hoftility,  his  Majefty  i.s 
anxious  to  refute,  in  the  face  eft 
the  world*  the  pretexts  by  which 
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that  a<ft  is  attempted  to  be  j uni¬ 
fied. 

The  declaration  afferts  that  his 
Majefty  the  Emperor  of  Ruffia  has 
twice  taken  up  arms  in  a  caufe,  in 
which  the  interefts  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  were  more  direCt  than  his  own ; 
and  founds  upon  this  affertion  the 
charge  againft  Great  Britain  of 
having  neglected  to  fecond  and  fup- 
port  the  military  operations  of 
Ruffia. 

His  Ma jelly  willingly  does  juf- 
tice  to  the  motives  which  origi¬ 
nally  engaged  Ruffia  in  the  great 
flruggle  againft  France.  His  Ma¬ 
jefty  avows  with  equal  readinefs 
the  interefts  which  Great  Britain 
has  uniformly  taken  in  the  fates 
and  fortunes  of  the  powers  of  the 
continent.  But  it  would  furely  be 
difficult  to  prove  that  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  who  was  herfelf  in  a  ft  ate  of 
hoftility  with  Pruffia  wrhen  the  war 
broke  out  between  Pruffia  and 
France,  had  an  intereft  and  a  duty 
more  direCt  in  efpoufing  the  Pruf- 
iian  quarrel,  than  the  Emperor  of 
Ruffia,  the  ally  of  his  Pruffian 
Majefty,  and  proteCtor  of  the  north 
of  Europe,  and  the  guarantee  of 
the  Germanic  conftitution. 

It  is  not  in  a  public  declaration 
that  his  Mafefty  can  difcufs  the  po¬ 
licy  of  having  at  any  particular 
period  of  the  war  effected,  or 
omitted  to  effect,  difembarkations 
of  troops  on  the  coafts  of  Naples. 
But  the  inftance  of  the  war  with 
the  Porte,  is  ftill  more  fingularly 
chofen  to  ill  u  ft  rate  the  charge 
againft  Great  Britain  of  indiffer¬ 
ence  to  the  interefts  of  her  ally  ; 
a  war  undertaken  by  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  at  the  inftigation  of  Ruffia, 
and  folely  for  the  purpofe  of  main¬ 
taining  Paiffian  interefts  againft 
the  influence  of  France.  If,  how¬ 


ever,  the  peace  of  Tilfit  is  indeed 
to  be  confidered  as  the  confequence 
and  the  punifhment  of  the  imputed 
inactivity  of  Great  Britain,  his 
Majefty  cannot  but  regret  that  the 
Emperor  of  Ruffia  fhould  have  re- 
forted  to  fo  precipitate  and  fatal  a 
meafure,  at  a  moment  when  he  had 
received  diftinCt  affurances  that  his 
Majefty  was  making  the  molt  fire- 
nuous  exertions  to  fulfil  the  wifhes 
and  expe&ations  of  his  ally  (affii. 
ranees  which  his  Imperial  Majefty 
received  and  acknowledged  with 
apparent  confidence  and  fatisfac- 
tion  ;)  and  when  his  Majefty  was, 
in  faCt,  prepared  to  employ  for  the 
advancement  of  the  common  ob¬ 
ject  of  the  war,  thofe  forces,  which 
after  the  peace  of  Tilfit,  he  was 
under  the  neceffity  of  employing 
to  difconcert  a  combination  direct¬ 
ed  againft  his  own  immediate  in¬ 
terefts  and  fecurity. 

The  vexation  of  Ruffian  com¬ 
merce  by  Great  Britain  is,  in 
truth,  little  more  than  an  imagi¬ 
nary  grievance.  Upon  a  diligent 
examination,  made  by  his  Majef- 
ty’s  command,  of  the  records  of 
the  Britifh  court  of  Admiralty, 
there  has  been  difeovered  only  a 
folitary  inftance  in  the  courfe  of 
the  prefent  war,  of  the  condemna¬ 
tion  of  a  veffel  really  Ruffian  :  a 
veffel  which  had  carried  naval 
ftores  to  a  port  of  the  common 
enemy.  There  are  but  few  in- 
ftances  of  Ruffian  veffels  detained  ; 
and  none  in  which  juft  ice  has  been 
refufed  to  a  party  regularly  com¬ 
plaining  of  fitch  detention.  It  is 
therefore  matter  of  furprize  as 
well  as  of  concern  to  his  Majefty, 
that  the  Emperor  of  Ruffia  fhould 
have  condefcended  to  bring  for¬ 
ward  a  complaint  which,  as  it 
Qannot  be  ferioufly  felt  by  thof$ 
U  4  ig 
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In  whofe  behalf  it  is  urged,  might 
appear  to  be  intended  to  counte¬ 
nance  thofe  exaggerated  declama¬ 
tions,  by  which  France  perfever- 
ingly  endeavors  to  inflame  the  jea? 
loufy  of  other  cpuntries,  and  to 
Jufiify  her  own  inveterate  animofi- 
ty  againfl  Great  Britain.  The 
peace  of  Tilfit  was  followed  by 
an  offer  of  mediation  on  the  part 
of  the  Emperor  of  Ruffia,  for  the 
conclufion  of  a  peace  between 
Great  Britain  and  France;  which 
it  is  aflferted  that  his  Majefly  re* 
fufed. 

His  Majefly  did  not  refufe  the 
mediation  of  the  Emperor  of  Ruf- 
lia ;  although  the  offer  of  it  was 
accompanied  by  circumftances  of 
concealment,  which  might  well 
tiaye  juflified  his  refufal.  The 
articles  of  the  treaty  of  Tilfit 
were  not  communicated  to  his  Ma¬ 
jefly,  and  fpecifically  that  article 
of  the  treaty  in  virtue  of  which 
the  mediation  was  propofed,  and 
which  prefcribed  a  limited  time 
for  the  return  of  his  Majefly  *s 
anfwer  to  that  propofal.  And  his 
Majefly  was  thus  led  into  an  ap¬ 
parent  compliance  with  a  limita¬ 
tion  fo  offend ve  to  the  dignity  of 
an  independent  fovereign,  But 
the  anfwer  fo  returned  by  his  Ma¬ 
jefly  was  not  a  refufal.  It  was  a 
conditional  acceptance.  The  con¬ 
ditions  required  by  his  Majefly 
were- — a  ftatement  of  the  bafis  upon 
which  the  enemy  was  difpofed 
to  treat ;  and  a  communication  of 
the  articles  of  the  peace  of  Tilfit. 
The  firfl  of  thefe  conditions  was 
precifely  the  fame  which  the  Em¬ 
peror  of  Ruffia  had  himfelf  annex¬ 
ed  not  four  months  before  to  his 
own  acceptance  of  the  proffered 
mediation  of  the  Emperor  of  Auf- 
tria.  The  fecond  was  one  which 


his  Majefly  would  have  had  a 
right  to  require,  even  as  the  ally 
of  his  Imperial  Majefly ;  but 
which  it  would  have  been  highly 
improvident  to  admit,  when  he 
was  invited  to  confide  to  his  Im¬ 
perial  Majefly  the  care  of  his  ho¬ 
nour  and  of  his  interefls.  But 
even  if  thefe  conditions  (neither  of 
which  has  been  fulfilled,  although 
the  fulfilment  of  them  has  been  re, 
peatedly  required  by  his  Majefly *s 
ambalfador  at  St.  Peterfburgh)  had 
not  been  in  themfelves  perfedly 
natural  and  neceffary  ;  there  were 
not  wanting  confiderations  which 
might  have  warranted  his  Majefly 
in  endeavouring,  with  more  than 
ordinary  anxiety,  to  afcertain  the 
views  and  intentions  of  the  Empe¬ 
ror  of  Ruffia,  and  the  precife  na¬ 
ture  and  effeCl  of  the  new  relations 
which  his  Imperial  Majefly  had 
contracted. 

The  complete  abandonment  of 
the  interefls  of  the  King  of  Pruflia 
(who  had  twice  reje&ed  propofals 
of  feparate  peace,  from  a  ftriCl  ad¬ 
herence  to  his  engagements  with 
his  Imperial  ally),  and  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  thofe  provifions  which 
the  Emperor  of  Ruffia  was  con¬ 
tented  to  make  for  his  .  own  inter¬ 
efls  in  the  negociations  of  Tilfit, 
prefented  no  encouraging  profpedl 
of  the  refult  of  any  exertions 
which  his  Imperial  Majefly  might 
be  difpofed  to  employ  in  favour  of 
Great  Britain. — It  is  not,  while 
a  French  army  flill  occupies,  and 
lays  wafte  the  remaining  domi¬ 
nions  of  the  King  of  Pruflia,  in 
fpite  of  the  flipulations  of  the 
Pruffian  treaty  of  Tilfit ;  while 
contributions  are  arbitrarily  ex¬ 
acted  by  France  from  that  remnant 
of  the  Pruffian  monarchy,  fuch  as, 
in  its  entire  and  molt  flourifhing 
8  fiate. 
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ftate,  the  Pruffian  monarchy  would 
have  been  unable  to  difcfcarge ; 
while  the  furrender  is  demanded, 
in  time  of  peace,  of  Pruffian  for- 
treffes,  which  had  not  been  re¬ 
duced  during  the  war;  and  while 
the  power  of  France  is  exercifed 
over  Prufiia  with  fuch  fhamelefs 
tyranny,  as  to  delignate  and  de¬ 
mand  forinftant  death,  individuals, 
fubje&s  of  his  Pruffian  Majefty, 
and  refident  in  his  dominions,  upon 
a  charge  of  difrepeft  towards  the 
French  government; — it  is  not 
while  all  thefe  things  are  done  and 
fuffered,  under  the  eyes  of  the 
Emperor  of  Ruffia,  and  without 
his  interference  on  behalf  of  his 
ally,  that  his  Majefty  can  feel 
himfelf  called  upon  to  account  to 
Europe,  for  having  heft ta ted  to 
repofe  an  unconditional  confidence 
in  the  efficacy  of  his  Imperial 
Majefty’s  mediation.  Nor,  even 
if  that  mediation  had  taken  full 
effect,  if  a  peace  had  been  con¬ 
cluded  under  it,  and  that  peace 
guaranteed  by  his  Imperial  Ma¬ 
jefty,  could  his  Majefty  have 
placed  implicit  reliance  on  the 
liability  of  any  fuch  arrangement, 
after  having  feen  the  Emperor  of 
Ruffia  openly  transfer  to  France 
the  fovereignty  of  the  Ionian  Re¬ 
public,  the  independence  of  which 
his  Imperial  Majefty  had  recently 
and  folemnly  guaranteed.  But 
while  the  alledged  rejection  of  the 
Emperor  of  Ruffia’s  mediation  be¬ 
tween  Great  Britain  and  France, 
is  dated  as  a  juft  ground  of  his 
Imperial  Majefty’s  refen tment ; 
his  Majefty’s  requeft  of  that  me¬ 
diation,  for  the  re-eftablilhment 
of  peace  between  Great  Britain 
and  Denmark,  is  reprefented  as  an 
infult  which  it  was  beyond  the 
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bounds  of  his  Imperial  Majefty’s 
moderation  to  endure. 

His  Majefty  feels  himfelf  under 
no  obligation  to  offer  any  atone¬ 
ment  or  apology  to  the  Emperor 
of  Ruffia  for  the  expedition  againft 
Copenhagen.  It  is  not  for  thofe 
who  were  parties  to  the  fecret  ar¬ 
rangements  of  Tillit,  to  demand 
fatisfadlion  for  a  meafure  to  which 
thofe  arrangements  gave  rife,  and 
by  which  one  of  the  objedls  of 
them  has  been  happily  defeated. 
His  Majefty’s  j unification  of  the 
expedition  againft  Copenhagen  is 
before  the  world.  The  declara¬ 
tion  of  the  Emperor  of  Ruffia  would 
fupply  whatever  was  wanting  in  it, 
if  any  thing  could  be  wanting,  to 
convince  the  moft  incredulous  of 
the  urgency  of  that  neceffi  ty  under 
which  his  Majefty  afted.  But  un¬ 
til  the  Ruffian  declaration  was 
publifhed,  his  Majefty  had  no 
reafon  to  fufpeft  that  any  opi¬ 
nions  which  the  Emperor  of  Ruffia 
might  entertain  of  the  tranfa&ions 
at  Copenhagen  would  be  fuch  as 
to  preclude  his  Imperial  Majefty1 
from  undertaking,  at  the  requeft 
of  Great  Britain,  that  fame  office 
of  mediator,  which  he  had  affumed 
with  fo  much  alacrity  on  the  behalf 
of  France.  Nor  can  his  Majefty 
forget  that  the  firft  fymptoms  of 
reviving  confidence,  fince  the  peace 
of  Tillit,  the  only  profped:  of 
fuccefs  in  the  endeavours  of  his 
Majefty’s  ambaffador  toreftore  the 
ancient  good  underftanding  be¬ 
tween  Great  Britain  and  Ruffia, 
appeared  when  the  intelligence  of 
the  fiege  of  Copenhagen  had  been 
recently  received  at  St.  Peterf- 
burg. 

The  inviolability  of  the  Baltic 
fea^  and  the  reciprocal  guarantees 
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of  the  powers  that  border  upon  it 
(guarantees  faid  to  have  been  con- 
traded  with  the  knowledge  of  the 
Britifh  Government),  are  ftated  as 
aggravations  of  his  Majefty’s  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  the  Baltic.  It  cannot 
be  intended  to  reprefent  his  Ma- 
jefty  as  having  at  any  time  acqui- 
efced  in  the  principles  upon  which 
the  inviolability  of  the  Baltic  is 
maintained,  however  his  Majefty 
may,  at  particular  periods,  have 
forborne,  for  fpecial  reafons  influ¬ 
encing  his  condud  at  the  time,  to 
ad  in  contradidion  to  them.  Such 
forbearance  never  could  have  ap¬ 
plied  but  to  a  ftate  of  peaces  and 
real  neutrality  in  the  north  ;  and 
his  Majefty  moft  afluredly  could 
not  be  expeded  to  recur  to  it,  after 
France  has  been  fuffered  to  eftablifh 
herfelf  in  undifputed  fovereignty 
nlong  the  whole  coaft  of  the  Baltic 
fea,  from  Dantzig  to  Lubeck. 

But  the  higher  the  value  which 
the  Emperor  of  Ruftia  places  on  the 
engagements  refpeding  the  tran¬ 
quillity  of  the  Baltic,  which  he 
defcribes  himfelf  as  inheriting  from 
his  immediate  predeceffors,  the 
Fmprefs  Catherine  and  the  Empe¬ 
ror  Paul,  the  lefs  juftly  can  his 
Imperial  Majefty  refent  the  appeal 
made  to  him  by  his  Majefty  as  the 
guarantee  of  the  peace  to  be  con¬ 
cluded  between  Great  Britain  and 
Denmark.  In  making  that  appeal, 
With  the  utmoft  confidence  and 
fmcerity,  his  Majefty  neither  in¬ 
tended  nor  can  he  imagine  that  he 
offered  any  infult  to  the  Emperor 
of  Ruftia.  Nor  can  his  Majefty 
conceive  that,  in  propoftng  to  the 
Prince  Royal  terms  of  peace,  fuch 
as  the  moft  fuccefsful  war  on  the 
part  of  Denmaik  could  hardly 
have  been  expeded  to  extort  from 


Great  Britain,  his  Majefty  render* 
ed  himfelf  liable  to  the  imputation, 
either  of  exafperating  the  refent- 
ment,  or  of  outraging  the  dignity 
of  Denmark. 

His  Majefty  has  thus  replied  to 
all  the  different  accufations  by 
which  the  Ruffian  government  la¬ 
bours  to  juftify  the  rupture  of  a 
connedion  which  has  fubfifted  for 
ages,  with  reciprocal  advantage  to 
Great  Britain  and  Ruftia;  and  at¬ 
tempts  to  difguife  the  operation  of 
that  external  influence  by  which 
Ruftia  is  driven  into  unjuft  hoftili- 
ties  for  interefts  not  her  own.  The 
Ruffian  declaration  proceeds  to  an¬ 
nounce  the  feveral  conditions  on 
which  alone  thefe  hoftilities  can  be 
terminated,  and  the  intercourfe  of 
the  two  countries  renewed.  His 
Majefty  has  already  had  occafton 
to  afiert,  that  juftice  has  in  no  in- 
ftance  been  denied  to  the  claims  of 
his  Imperial  Majefty’s  fubjeds* 
The  termination  of  the  war  with 
Denmark  has  been  fo  anxioufly 
fought  by  his  Majefty,  that  it  can¬ 
not  be  neceflary  for  his  Majefty  to 
renew  any  profeffions  upon  that 
fqbjed.  But  his  Majefty  is  at  a 
lofs  to  reconcile  the  Emperor  of 
Ruffia’s  prefen t  anxiety,  for  the 
completion  of  fuch  an  arrangement, 
with  his  Imperial  Majefty’s  recent 
refufal  to  contribute  hisgood-offices 
for  effeding  it. 

The  requifttion  of  his  Imperial 
Majefty  for  the  immediate  conch-' 
fton,  by  his  Majefty,  of  a  peace 
with  France,  is  as  extraordinary  in 
fubftance,  as  it  is  offenftve  in  the 
manner.  His  Majefty  has  at  no 
time  declined  to  treat  with  France, 
when  France  has  profeffed  a  wil- 
lingnefs  to  treat  on  an  admiffible 
bafts.  And  the  Emperor  of  Ruftia 
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«annot  fail  to  remember  that  the 
laft  negotiation  between  Great 
Britain  and  France  was  broken  off, 
upon  points  immediately  affecting, 
not  his  Majefty's  own  interefts, 
but  thofe  of  his  Imperial  ally.  But 
his  Majefty  neither  underftands, 
nor  will  he  admit,  the  pretenfion 
of  the  Emperor  of  Ruffia  to  didate 
the  time  or  the  mode  of  his  Ma. 
jefty’s  pacific  negociations  with 
other  powers.  It  never  will  be 
endured  by  his  Majefty  that  any 
government  fh all  indemnify  itfelf 
for  the  humiliation  of  fuhferviency 
to  France,  by  the  adoption  of  an 
lnfulting  and  peremptory  tone  to¬ 
wards  Great  Britain.  His  Ma¬ 
jefty  proclaims  anew  thofe  princi¬ 
ples  of  maritime  law,  againft  which 
the  armed  neutrality,  under  the 
aufpiees  of  the  Emprefs  Catherine, 
was  originally  directed  ;  and  againft 
which  the  orefenthoftili  ties  of  Ruffia 
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are  denounced.  Thofe  principles 
have  been  recognifed  and  acted 
upon  in  the  beft  periods  of  the  hif. 
tory  of  Europe  :  and  act-  d  upon  by 
no  power  with  more  ftridnefs  and 
feverity  than  by  Ruffia  berfelf  in 
the  reign  of  the  Emprefs  Cathe¬ 
rine.  Thofe  principles  it  is  the 
right  and  the  duty  of  his  Majefty 
to  maintain  :  and  againft  every 
confederacy  his  Majefty  is  deter¬ 
mined,  under  the  bluffing  of  Divine 
Providence,  to  maintain  them. 
They  have  at  all  times  contributed 
efTen dally  to  the  fupport  of  the  ma¬ 
ritime  power  of  Great  Britain;  but 
they  are  become  incalculably  more 
valuable  and  important  at  a  period 
when  the  maritime  power  of  Great 
Britain  conftitutes  the  foie  remain¬ 
ing  bulwark  againft  the  over¬ 
whelming  ufurpations  of  France  ; 
the  only  refuge  to  which  other  na¬ 
tions  may  yet  refoir,  in  happier 


times,  for  affiftance  and  protec¬ 
tion. 

When  the  opportunity  for  peace 
between  Great  Britain  and  Ruffia 
fhall  arrive,  his  Majefty  will  em¬ 
brace  it  with  eagernefs.  The  ar¬ 
rangements  of  fuch  a  negociation 
will  not  be  difficult  or  complicated. 
His  Majefty,  as  he  has  nothing  to 
concede,  fo  he  has  nothing  to  re¬ 
quire  :  fatisfied,  if  Ruffia  fhall  ma. 
mfeft  a  difpofition  to  return  to  her 
ancient  feelings  of  friendfhip  to¬ 
wards  Great  Britain ;  to  a  juft: 
conftderation  of  her  own  true  inte¬ 
refts  ;  and  to  a  fenfe  of  her  own 
dignity  as  an  independent  nation. 

Wejiminjler ,  Dec.  18,  1807. 

[The  declaration  is  followed  by 
an  Order  in  Council,  dated  the 
1 8th  inft.  authorizing  general  re- 
prifals  againft  the  fhips,  goods,  and 
fubjeds  of  the  Emperor  of  Ruffia, 
except  fuch  veffeis  as  have  received 
his  Majefty ’s  licenfe  to  be  re¬ 
leafed  from  the  embargo.] 


Note  delivered  bjthe  Turkifh  Minif 
try  io  the  foreign  Ambajfadors  at 
Conflantinople  prohibiting  a  Paf 
Jage  through  the  Channel  of  tf^e 
Black  Sea . 

1 1  is  of  the  greateft  importance  in 
the  prefent  war  between  the  Sublime 
Porte  and  Ruffia,  to  take  every 
precaution  againft  the  artifices  and 
intrigues  of  the  enemy,  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  them  from  tranfporting  their 
ammunition  or  other  commodities 
to  the  different  Ruffian  harbours 
on  the  Black  Sea  :  it  is  requifite  to 
hinder  every  fubjed  of  the  Otto¬ 
man  Empire  from  going  to  thefe 
places,  that  no  information  what¬ 
ever  may  be  communicated  to  the 
enemy,  either  verbally  or  in  wri¬ 
ting ; 


500  # 


ANNUAL 


ting  5  and  that  every  opportunity 
of  communication  whatever  be« 
tween  Ruffia  and  the  Ottoman 
Court  fliould  be  cut  offi  It  is  alfo 
very  dangerous  and  contrary  to 
©ur  wifhed-for  fecurity,  that  IhipS 
fhould  proceed  from  the  centre  of 
the  Turkilh  Capital  to  the  country 
of  the  enemy,  when  in  a  time  of 
war  this  capital  may  be  one  of  the 
moil  valuable  pods  in  the  empire, 
and  the  one  mod  vigilantly 
watched  by  the  enemy ;  but  as 
long  as  a  free  paflage  through  the 
Black  Sea  is  allowed  to  the  drips 
of  other  nations,  there  exids  no 
method  of  averting  the  dangers 
thus  threatened,  and  of  preferving 
good  order,  becaufe  the  enemy  can 
conceal  their  artifices  and  frauds 
under  the  flags  of  Neutral  Nations. 
For  all  thefe  reafons,  the  Canal  of 
the  Black  Sea  fliall  be  henceforth 
and  continue  to  be  fhut  until  the 
termination  of  the  prefent  war,  or 
until  (notwithflanding  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  the  war)  circumfiances  no 
longer  require  fuch  a  precaution. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  veflels  of 
friendly  powers,  which  had  for¬ 
merly  permiflion  to  pafs  freely 
through  the  Black  Sea,  will  not  aft 
contrary  to  this  general  prohibi¬ 
tion.  It  is  merely  a  precaution 
dictated  from  the  circumfiances  of 
the  moment.  The  Sublime  Porte 
33  convinced  that  this  conduct  will 
be  approved  of  by  every  Power  al¬ 
lied  to  it  ;  and  when  it  pleafes 
God  to  reftore  peace,  or  even  du¬ 
ring  the  continuance  of  the  war,  if 
circumfiances  permit,  the  commu¬ 
nication  of  the  Black  Sea  will  be 
immediately  opened  as  formerly. 
As  the  commander  of  the  Turkifli 
fleet,  as  alfo  the  commanders  of  the 
Cadies  at  the  mouths  of  the  Black 
Sea,  have  received  orders  to  pre. 


vent  all  fhips  from  pafling,  the  Mi- 
nider  of  the  Porte  thinks  it  his 
duty,  by  the  Official  Note,  to  ac¬ 
quaint  the  refident  Miniders  of 
Foreign  Powers  with  the  circum- 
dance,  in  order  that  they  may  in 
their  turn  communicate  it  to  all 
whom  it  may  concern.  Given  on 
the  8  th  of  the  month  Zilkade  in  the 
year  of  the  Hegtra  1221  (January 
17,  1807.} 


Mauifefo  of  the  Porte  again]}  Ruffia  9 

From  the  remoted  periods,  hu¬ 
man  fociety  has  been  indebted  for 
the  fecurity  and  tranquillity  it  has 
enjoyed  to  the  confeientious  ob- 
fervance  difplayed  by  nations  of 
their  treaties  and  conventions, 
and  thofe  Powers  who  have  a  died 
contrary  to  this  confeientious  ad¬ 
herence,  condantly  bring  diforder 
and  confufion  into  the  harmony  of 
the  whole.  Every  lawful  Sove¬ 
reign  is  at  liberty,  when  he  pleafes, 
to  break  with  another  power,  but 
not  before  he  has  confidered  with 
the  utmod  attention  the  deps  which 
ought  to  be  taken  in  fimilar  cir- 
cumdances.  The  Ruffian  court  has 
long  ufurped  a  fuperiority  in  order 
toopprefs  the  neighbouring  powers, 
and  all  her  endeavours  have  been 
diredled  to  break  through  her  trea¬ 
ties.  Her  avarice,  the  perfidy 
with  which  die  condantly  inter¬ 
rupts  the  peace  of  nations,  and  her 
hodile  defigns  againd  the  Ottoman 
empire,  are  univerfally  known. 

The  Court  of  St.  Peterlburgh 
has  always  confeffed  the  value  of 
that  friendly  difpofition  which  the 
Porte  has  on  all  occafions  evinced  ; 
and  yet  die  has  returned  this  kind- 
nefs  with  the  bafed  ingratitude* 

Among 
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Among  oilier  inftances  h  may  be 
mentioned,  that  by  the  Treaty  of 
1 1 88  of  the  Hegira,  Rufiia  had  no 
jurifdiftion  over  the  Crimea,  yet 
has  (he  reforted  to  every  poffible  ar¬ 
tifice  to  ufurp  pofieffion  of  that 
province,  and  at  length  in  time  of 
peace,  (he  marched  a  numerous 
army,  and  invefted  herfelf  with  the 
fxill  fovereignty  of  the  province. 

Into  the  political  and  civil  oc» 
currences  in  Georgia,  which  was 
under  the  fovereignty  of  the  Otto¬ 
man  Sceptre,  the  Ruffian  Court  has 
for  a  long  time  obtruded  herfelf  by 
a  thoufand  intrigues,  and  has  at  iaffc 
in  veiled  herfelf  with  the  fovereign 
authority  of  that  province  alfo, 
without  the  fmalleft  pretenfions. 

The  Confuls  who  were  ftationed 
in  the  Turkifh  cities,  have  been  in 
the  praftice  of  feducing  the  fubjefts 
of  the  Porte  from  their  allegiance. 
By  this  conduct  they  have  abufed 
the  freedom  of  navigation,  which 
was  permitted  them  for  the  purpofe 
of  trading  only,  and  they  have  em¬ 
barked  a  great  number  of  Turkifh 
fubje&s  in  Ruffian  veffels,  and  fent 
them  off  for  Ruffia. 

Thefe  Confuls  alfo  gave  patents 
to  the  Turkifh  fobje£ts,  and  Hags 
to  the  (hips  of  the  Hlands  in  the 
Aichipelago,  being  cities  of  the 
Ottoman  Empire ;  and  thus  at¬ 
tempted  in  a  moil;  unlawful  manner 
to  po fiefs  themfelves  of  immenfe 
numbers  of  Turkilh  veffels  and 
fubje&s. 

It  was  to  be  hoped,  that  as 
friendlhip  was  again  reftored,  by  a 
Treaty  of  Alliance  between  Rufiia 
and  the  Sublime  Porte,  the  former 
would  abftain  from  her  perfidious 
condud :  on  the  contrary,  (he  con¬ 
trived,  out  of  this  new  league,  a 
ffili  more  daring  method  of  difo 
playing  her  malignant  defigns* 
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With  the  vain-glorious  idea  of  ex¬ 
citing  a  general  infurre&ion,  in 
order  to  fpread  domeftic  difturb- 
ances,  even  in  the  cities  of  her  al¬ 
lies,  (he  feduced  the  fubje&s  of 
Servia  from  their  allegiance ;  and 
as  (he  furniffied  them  with  mone-r 
and  ammunition,  (he  was,  in  fadi, 
their  fupport  and  leader. 

Upon  a  fingle  occafion  only,  the 
Ruffians  had  been  permitted  to 
tranfniit  provifions  to  their  troops 
at  Tides  ;  the  Sublime  Porte,  out 
of  refpeft  to  their  Allies,  delayed 
not  a  moment  in  iffuing  the  requL 
fite  firman.  Scarcely  had  the  Ruf¬ 
fians  received  this  permiffion,  when 
they  embarked  upon  the  Phafis  nu¬ 
merous  bodies  of  troops,  with  can¬ 
non,  and  other  implements  of  war, 
by  means  of  which  they  feized 
upon  the  Caftle  of  Anacava,  and  as 
they  have  now  fortified  it,  they 
have  (hewn  plainly  their  bafe  de- 
figns. 

When  the  Porte,  with  great 
propriety,  requeued  of  the  Ruffian 
Minifter  at  Conftantinople,  that 
thefe  proceedings  (hould  be  defiiled 
from,  an  evafive  anfwerwas  always 
returned,  and  no  dlfoofitionx  what™ 
ever  was  (hewn  to  make  a  becom¬ 
ing  reparation. 

The  conduft  of  the  Court  of 
Rufiia  feems  always  to  have  bees 
actuated  by  a  fpirit  totally  con¬ 
trary  to  the  terms  on  which  (he  had 
allied  herfelf  to  the  Porte.  Both 
empires  had  agreed  that  Rufiia  had 
no  fuperior  control  over  the  Re¬ 
public  of  the  Seven  Idands,  which 
had  acknowledged  the  fovereignty 
of  the  Sublime  Porte.  Each  power 
had  given  that  Republic  a  guaran¬ 
tee.  When  circumftances  required 
troops  to  be  marched  into  thefe  ter¬ 
ritories,  both  the  allied  powers 
were  to  furnilh  them  joiqdy,  and 
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the  conftitution  of  the  Republic 
was  fully  eftablilhed,  acknowledged 
and  approved  of  by  both  powers. 
Notwithftanding  this  convention, 
the  Ruffian  Court  fent  as  many 
troops  as  they  pleafed  to  thefe 
Ifiands ;  a  conftitution  was  framed 
at  St.  Peterfburgh,  and  tranfmirted 
to  this  republic,  the  offices  in  which 
Were  filled  up  by  Ruffia,  as  if  it 
were  a  country  which  lawfully  be¬ 
longed  to  her.  Befides  all  this, 
thefe  Ifiands  were  made  a  recepta¬ 
cle  for  the  Turkilh  fubjefts  from 
Romelia,  who  were  either  fecretly 
or  publicly  feduced  from  their  al¬ 
legiance  ;  and  prote&ion  has  been 
thus  held  out  to  traitors  of  every 
defcription.  Mot ,  fatisfied  with 
this,  there  was  no  intrigue  which 
was  not  reforted  to  againft  the  mi- 
nifters  of  the  Sublime  Porte  in 
thefe  ifiands,  and  particularly 
againft  his  Excellency  Ali  Pacha 
of  Janina. 

The  Sublime  Porte  has  refolved 
to  obferve  the  mo  ft  confcientious 
neutrality  towards  the  powers  of 
Europe  now  at  war  ;  and  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  court,  which  obferved  none  of 
the  rules  of  neutrality,  and  alfo 
fought  to  deftroy  that  of  the  Porte, 
ahufed  the  privilege  allowed  her  of 
fending  her  Blips  through  the 
Black  Sea  for  the  ufe  of  the  Seven 
Wands  alone.  The  Ruffians,  by 
means  of  their  emiffaries,  fecretly 
collected  troops  in  Albania,  and 
tranfmitted  them,  by  means  of  the 
above  privilege  of  navigation,  to 
Italy,  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  Porte, 

Ruffia  feemed  determined  to  dif- 
turb  the  peace  of  mankind,  when 
fhe  excited,  by  means  ot  her  emif- 
faries,  an  infurreftion  at  Montene¬ 
gro,  when  the  marched  troops  into 
the  very  heart  of  the  Turkifh  ca¬ 


pital,  and  committed  a  variety  of 
other  a&s  tending  to  provoke  hoff 
tilities. 

With  the  fame  views,  Ruffia 
published  patents  in  the  Provinces 
of  Moldavia  and  Wallachia,  and 
appropriated  to  herfelf  inhabitants 
without  number,  under  various 
pretended  titles.  She  treated  both 
thefe  provinces  as  if  they  were  her 
own  poffeffions :  her  confuls  took  a 
ihare  in  their  adminiftratiori :  ftie 
peftered  with  conftant  complaints 
and  hoftile  demonftrations  the  Hof- 
podars  who  had  been  named  by  the 
Porte,  and  who  did  not  fulfil  her 
wifhes,  and  openly  prote&ed  all 
fuch  as  teftified  an  adherence  to 
Ruffia  ;  fo  that  the  nomination  by 
the  Porte  of  the  Hofpodars  of  thefe 
two  provinces  became  an  object  of 
derifion. 

Although  every  item  of  this 
conduct  of  Ruffia  might  be  a  jufti- 
fiahle  ground  for  a  declaration  of 
war,  yet  the  Sublime  Porte  always 
evinced  the  utmoft  patience,  not 
becaufe  fhe  thought  herfelf  weak 
or  incapable,  but  becaufe  fhe 
wilbed  to  conduct  herfelf  in  the 
moft  friendly  manner  in  refpeft  to 
the  fubjeifts  of  both  empires,  and 
was  anxious  to  avoid  the  fhedding 
of  human  blood.  We  fhall  here 
give  an  example  of  this. 

The  Sublime  Porte  late  di£ 
miffed  the  two  Hofpodars  of  Mol¬ 
davia  and  'Wallachia,  in  confe- 
quence  of  exifting  circumftances. 
The  Ruffian  government  took  of* 
fence  that  they  were  not  confulted, 
and  prefumed  to  eppofe  this  arrange* 
ment.  Any  longer  indulgence  to 
the  traitorous  Hofpodar  of  Walla* 
chia,  whofe  perfidy  had  been  fuffi- 
ciently  evinced  on  many  occafions, 
would  have  been  highly  detrimen* 
tai  to  the  Porte,  if  Ruffia  had 
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been  apprized  of  his  intended  dif- 
miifal,  the  intelligence  would  have 
reached  that  Hofpodar,  which 
would  have  occafioned  a  great  deal 
of  confufion;  on  which  account 
Ruffia  was  not  informed  until  he 
was  actually  difmifled.  Some 
time  afterwards,  the  Ruffian  mi¬ 
nifter  at  Conftantinople  made  a  re- 
quifition  to  the  Porte  on  behalf  of 
his  government,  that  thefe  Hofpo- 
dars  fhouldbereftored,  and  he  was 
commanded,  in  the  event  of  a  refu- 
fal,  to  leave  Conftantinople  with  all 
his  fuite,  as  he  afferted  in  all  his 
communications.  He  afterwards 
declared  that  his  government  did 
not  feize  this  as  a  pretext  to  dis¬ 
play  the  hoftile  defigns  imputed  to 
it ;  but  added,  that  the  reftoration 
of  the  Hofpodars  was  the  foie  and 
true  objeft  of  his  government ;  and 
that  if  the  Porte  confented  to  it, 
all  mifunderftandings  between  the 
two  courts  would  ceafe;  and  that  as 
he  was  commanded  to  communicate 
the  refult  of  this  negotiation  to  the 
frontiers,  he  would  immediately 
write  on  the  fubjedf.  The  Sub¬ 
lime  Porte  faw  from  this  official 
declaration,  that  the  Ruffian  court 
fought  a  pretext  for  declaring  war, 
and  it  was  obvious  from  her  un- 
juftifiable  and  narrow-minded  arro¬ 
gance,  that  her  objedt  was  to 
blame  the  Porte  with  the  difplay 
of  thofe  hoftile  intentions  which  (he 
herfelf  eherifned.  The  Porte  con¬ 
fented,  though  contrary  to  its  inte- 
reft,  to  reftore  the  two  Hofpodars, 
in  order  that  the  Ruffian  govern¬ 
ment  mio;ht  have  no  caufe  for  com- 
plaint  to  the  other  powers  of  Eu¬ 
rope. 

Tt  was  for  a  while  believed  that 
Ruffia,  afhamed  of  her  condudi, 
had  defifted  from  all  intention  of 
making  war  upon  the  Porte.  Two 


months  and  a  half  thus  elapfedt 
without  fufpicions,  when,  at  the 
very  moment  that  every  thing  be- 
fpoke  peace  and  friendftiip,  Ruffiaf* 
troops  appeared  on  the  Turkifk 
frontier  ;  while  the  inhabitants,  a& 
well  as  the  Governors  of  Choczim 
and  Bender,  cOnfidered  themfelves 
in  full  fecurity  in  confequence  of 
the  alliance  fubfifting  between  the 
two  empires.  The  commanders  of 
the  Ruffian  troops  abufed  the  confi¬ 
dence  thus  repofed  in  them  as 
friends,  and  after  pradHfing  every 
fpecies  of  artifice,  poftefted  them¬ 
felves  of  thefe  two  fortreftes,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  law  of  nations,  as  re» 
fpedted  by  every  civilized  power. 

The  Sublime  Porte,  which  had 
not  been  apprized  of  this  invafion, 
required  a  declaration  on  the  fub- 
jedf  from  the  Ruffian  minifter  at 
Conftantinople  :  the  latter  repeat¬ 
edly  declared  that  he  had  written 
to  his  court  of  the  reftoration  of 
the  Hofpodars,  as  well  as  that  of 
the  Ruffian  confuls  on  the  Dniefter, 
by  virtue  of  the  difpatches  he  had 
received  on  thefe  fubje&s  ;  and 
that  the  recent  advance  of  thofe 
troops  was  no  confequence  of  the 
above  proceedings  ;  fo  far  as  he 
was  concerned  himfelf,  he  knew  of 
no  ground  or  any  rupture,  and  his 
court  had  made  no  communication 
to  him  on  the  fubjedl.  As  the 
Sublime  Porte  received  the  intelli¬ 
gence  quite  unexpectedly  of  the 
hoftili ties  of  the  Ruffians,  by  their 
occupation  of  the  above  fortreftes, 
and  the  ufurpation  of  the  Turkifti 
cities,  they  might  have  removed 
the  Ruffian  minifter  immediately 
from  the  capital;  and  although  it 
would  have  been  but  fair  to  refort 
to  ufurpation  againft  ufurpation, 
yet  the  Sublime  Porte,  which  had 
always  evinced  fo  much  lenity,  was 

unwilling 
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unwilling  that  individuals  fhould 
fuffer  from  the  inconvenience  of 
war,  and  therefore  allowed  the 
Ruffian  minifter  a  certain  time  in 
order  to  obtain  from  his  court  a 
declaration  on  the  fubjed  of  thefe 
proceedings.  The  Ottoman  Porte 
aded  in  this  manner  with  the  view 
of  giving  the  court  of  Ruffia  an 
opportunity  ofading  with  feeming 
confiftency  in  the  eyes  of  other 
powers,  and  thinking  {he  would, 
for  ihame  fake,  at  laft  refped  the 
laws  of  nations. 

But  after  waiting  thirty  days 
from  the  commencement  of  hoftili- 
ties,  no  anfwer  was  obtained  from 
the  Ruffian  minifter,  except  aflu- 
nances  that  he  had  received  no  de¬ 
claration  from  his  court  on  the 
fubjed  ;  and  as  the  patience  of  the 
Porte  was  nearly  exhaufted,  it 
would  have  been  dangerous  and  de» 
trimental  to  have  granted  any  far¬ 
ther  delay.  On  the  other  hand, 
General  Michelfon  had  fent  inflam¬ 
matory  proclamations  to  the  judges 
and  governors  of  Romelia,  in  order 
to  feduce  the  Muflulmen,  and  to 
fow  difcord  in  the  cities  of  the*  em¬ 
pire. 

To  conclude,  the  difgraceful 
conduct  of  Ruffia  to  the  Ottoman 
court  is  without  example,  and  will 
never  be  imitated  perhaps  by  any 
other  power.  As  the  hoftilities  of 
the  Ruffians  have  now  openly  com¬ 
menced,  every  Muflulman  is  bound, 
by  his  religion  and  the  law  of  na¬ 
tions,  to  take  vengeance  on  thefe 
perfidious  enemies,  again!!  whom  it 
has  become  neceflary  folemnly  to 
declare  war.  The  Sublime  Porte 
places  its  whole  confidence  on  the 
Almighty  and  avenging  God;  and 
in  order  to  check  the  career  of  the 
enemy,  it  has  become  neceflary  to 
make  exertions  both  by  fea  and 


land,  to  organize  all  our  forces, 
and  to  ad  with  energy  and  vigour. 
The  Sublime  Porte  has  therefore 
declared  war,  becaufe  its  extraor¬ 
dinary  lenity  has  only  ended  to 
increafe  the  arrogance  and  ufurpa- 
tions  of  Ruffia. 

As  the  Sublime  Porte  has  done 
every  thing  to  conciliate,  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  court  will  be  anfwerable  for  the 
blood  which  mu  ft  be  fhed,  and  the 
miferies  which  muft  befal  mankind ; 
and  until  the  latter  court  is  taught 
to  refped  her  treaties  and  alliances, 
the  impoffibility  of  placing  any 
confidence  in  her  muft  be  allowed 
by  all  nations  who  are  guided  by 
lenity  and  candour. 

Although  the  above  motives  for 
going  to  war  are  the  refult  of  tranf- 
adions  openly  acknowleded  by  the 
whole  world,  and  it  may  not  be 
thought  necdfary  to  make  any  de¬ 
claration  on  the  fubjed  ;  yet,  in 
order  to  conform  to  diplomatic 
etiquette,  the  prefent  Manifefto  is 
communicated  to  all  the  Foreign 
Minifters  at  Conftantinople,  in  or¬ 
der  that  they  may  tranfmit  it  to 
their  refpedive  courts.  Given  at 
Conftantinople,  the  25th  of  the 
month  Chevoal,  in  the  year  of  He¬ 
gira  122!  (5th  January,  1B07.) 


The  Ne<w  Confitution  of  the  Duchy 
of  Warfaw  has  been  publifhed  in 
the  Moniieur.  It  conffts  of  89  Ar- 
tides ,  divided  into  12  Sedionsy  of 
which  the  following  are  the 
Heads : — 

Sedion  I.  The  Roman  Catholic 
religion  is  the  religion  of  the  ftate, 
but  all  other  religions  are  free. 
The  Duchy  is  divided  into  fix 
bifhopricks,  over  which  one  arch- 
bifhop  and  five  bilhops  prefide. 

Slavery 
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Slavery  is  abolifhed,  and  all  citi¬ 
zens  are  equal  with  refpeil  to  the 
law. 

II.  Of  the  Government.  The 
Archducal  Crown  is  hereditary  in 
the  Kings  of  Saxony,  who  are  to 
appoint  a  Viceroy  or  Prefident  of 
the  Minifterial  Council,  The  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  Ducal  Crown  conftfts, 
1.  In  an  annual  revenue  of  feven 
millions  of  Polifh  guelders,  one 
half  arifing  from  the  royal  lands  or 
demefnes,  the  other  half  from  the 
treafury  ;  2d,  In  the  Royal  Palace 
of  Warfaw,  and  the  Saxon  Palace. 

III.  Of  the  Miniflers  of  the 
Council  of  State. 

The  miniftry  conftfts  of  fix  mem¬ 
bers,  viz.  The  Miniflers  ofjuflice, 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  of  Religion,  of 
War,  of  Finances,  and  of  Police. 
There  is  alfo  a  Secretary  of  State. 
The  Council  of  State  is  formed  for 
the  purpofe  of  preparing  plans  of 
laws,  &c.  all  of  which  the  King 
has  the  power  of  rejecting. 

IV.  Of  the  General  Diet. 

This  body  is  divided  into  two 

chambers,  viz.  the  fenate  and  the 
reprefentatives.  The  Diet  is  to 
affemble  every  fecond  year,  for  14 
days,  when  a  royal  ail  of  convoca¬ 
tion  calls  the  members  together. 

V.  Of  the  Senate. 

This  Chamber  has  18  members, 
confifling  of  fix  Bifhops,  fix  Pala¬ 
tines,  and  fix  Caflellans,  all  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  King,  who  has  alfo 
the  power  of  encreafing  the  num¬ 
ber  of  fenators  to  thirty,  if  he 
fhall  think  fit. 

VI.  Of  the  Chamber  of  Repre¬ 
fentatives. 

Thefe  confifl  of  60  deputies, 
chofen  by  the  diftridl  diets  of  the 
nobles,  and  40  elected  by  the 
towns.  The  members  retain  their 
feats  for  nine  years,  but  at  the  end 


of  every  three  years,  one-third  of 
the  body  is  renewed. 

VII.  This  feflion  contains  re¬ 
gulations  for  the  meetings  of  the 
diftriil,  diets,  &c. 

VIII.  Of  the  Divifion  of  the 
territory.  The  Duchy  is  divided 
into  fix  departments,  to  each  of 
which  there  is  a  prefeil,  under  pre- 
feil,  mayors,  and  a  departmental 
council  of  from  16  to  24  members. 

IX.  Of  the  Laws. 

t(  The  Napoleon  Code  fhall  be 
the  civil  law  of  the  Duchy  of 
Warfaw.”  Each  department  has 
a  civil  and  a  criminal  court.  The 
council  of  Hate  is  the  laft  court  of 
appeal.  The  judges  are  appointed 
by  the  King. 

X.  Of  the  Armed  Force, 

The  Handing  army  confifls  of 
30,000  men.  The  King  can  call 
a  part  of  this  force  into  Saxony, 
but  mu  ft  replace  them  by  an  equal 
number  of  Saxons. 

XI.  General  Regulations, 

All  who  have  not  places  for  life/ 
may  be  difmifted  at  the  pleafure  of 
the  King,  the  deputies  only  except¬ 
ed.  None  but  citizens  of  the 
Dukedom  can  be  appointed  to 
public  fituations.  All  the  ails  of 
the  government  mu  ft  be  drawn  up 
in  the  Polifh  language.  All  the 
civic  and  military  orders  formerly 
fubfifting  in  Poland,  are  to  remain 
unchanged,  but  the  King  is  their 
head, 

XII.  The  prefent  impofts  re* 
main  until  the  ill  of  January, 
1809.  No  change  can  be  made  in 
the  organization  of  the  troops, 
until  regulations  be  made  on  that 
fubjeil  by  the  Diet. 

We  Napoleon,  by  the  grace  of 
God  and  the  Conftitution,  Empe¬ 
ror  of  the  French,  King  of  Italy, 
and  Proteilor  of  the  Rhenifti  Con- 

*  X  federacy, 
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federacy,  have  approved,  and  here¬ 
by  do  approve  of  the  above  condi- 
tutional  a<ft,  which  has  been  lub- 
mitted  to  us  for  carrying  into 
effeft  the  5  th  Article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Tilfit,  and  which  we  confider  as 
calculated  to  fulfil  our  engagements 
to  the  people  of  Warfaw  and  Great 
Poland,  by  reconciling  their  free¬ 
dom  and  privileges  with  the  tran. 
quillity  of  the  neighbouring  dates. 

Given  in  the  Royal  Palace  of 
Drefden,  this  2  2d  day  of  July, 
1  807. 

(Signed)  Napoleon. 


Proclamation  ijj'ued  by  the  General 

Dire  Bar ;  dated  Wctrfarwi  July 
18,  1807. 

Citizens, 

You  have  done  every  thing 
which  the  love  of  your  country, 
your  honour,  and  the  example  of 
your  ancedors  required  of  you. 
You  have  overcome  all  difficulties ; 
you  have  not  hefitated  to  facrifice 
your  lives,  your  fortunes,  and 
the  mod  facred  ties  of  nature, 
for  the  happinefs  of  your  Country, 
and  to  again  obtain  the  name  of 
Poles.  A  dngle  word  from  his 
Majedy  the  Emperor  of  the  French 
has  armed  you  all.  His  vad  ge¬ 
nius  infures  you  vi&ory.  By  your 
firmnefs  all  your  enterprizes  will 
be  crowned  with  fuccefs.  Defpife 
all  the  falfe  reports  which  the  in¬ 
veterate  enemies  of  your  Country 
circulate.  The  greatnefs  of  foul  of 
Napoleon  is  your  iEgis.  Our  fate 
cannot  be  determined  at  this  mo¬ 
ment  ;  an  impenetrable  veil  mud 
conceal  it  for  fome  time  from  our 
eyes.  Let  us  adore  the  fublime 
wifdom  of  him  who  commands  half 
of  the  world,  Banifh  the  defpair 


of  your  hearts.  Be  penetrated  with 
obedience,  and  refign  yourfelves  to 
the  confidence  you  ought  to  have 
in  his  goodnefs :  your  happinefs 
depends  on  it.  The  lead  murmur, 
the  lead  oppofition  to  his  will,  may 
dedroy  all  that  you  have  hitherto 
done.  Our  new  born  power  can¬ 
not  exid  without  this — we  can  only 
obtain  exidence  from  the  amiable 
Napoleon,  a  man  equally  great  in 
politics  and  war,  determines  and 
executes  every  thing  in  the  pro¬ 
fundity  of  his  wifdom,  without  our 
being  able  to  penetrate  his  mo¬ 
tives  ;  let  us  place  in  him  unbound¬ 
ed  confidence ;  this  is  the  only 
means  which  can  fecure  to  us  his 
benevolence ;  and  let  us  employ 
quietly  and  patiently  the  time 
which  peace  affords  us  to  render 
ourfelves  perfect  in  every  thing  re¬ 
lative  to  thefervice  of  our  country. 

Lubie  nski,  Prefident. 


Froclamation  addr  ffed  by  the  King 
of  FruJJia  to  the  Subjects  of  the 
ceded  Provinces.  Dated  Memel , 
July  24,  1807. 

You  are  acquainted,  beloved  in¬ 
habitants  of  faithful  provinces,  ter¬ 
ritories,  and  towns,  with  my  fen- 
timents,  and  with  the  events  of 
lad  year.  My  arms  fuccumbed 
under  the  preffure  of  misfortunes  ; 
the  exertions  of  the  lad  remains  of 
my  army  proved  fruidefs  ;  forced 
back  to  the  outermoft  borders  of 
the  empire,  and  even  my  powerful 
ally  having  judged  it  neceffary  to 
conclude  an  armidice  and  peace, 
nothing  remained  with  me  but  the 
wild  to  redore  tranquillity  to  my 
country  ;  after  the  calamities  of 
war,  peace  was  concluded,  as  cir~ 
cumdances  di&ated  ;  the  mod 
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painful  facrifices  were  required  of 
tnyfelf  and  my  houfe  ;  what  ages 
and  worthy  anceftors,  conventions, 
love,  and  confidence,  had  united, 
was.  to  be  fevered  ;  my  efforts,  the 
exertions  of  all  who  belonged  to 
me,  were  ufed  in  vain.  Fate  or¬ 
dains  a  father  to  part  with  his 
children  ;  I  releafe  you  from  all 
your  allegiance  to  my  perfon  and 
to  my  houfe.  My  moil  ardent 
wifhes  for  your  profperity  attend 
you  to  your  new  fovereign ;  be  to 
him- what  you  were  to  me  ;  no  fate, 
no  power,  can  efface  from  my  bo- 
fom  and  from  the  mind  of  my  fa¬ 
mily,  the  remembrance  of  you. 

Frederic  William. 


Decree  iffued  by  the  King  of  Spain 
from  the  Palace  of  San  Lorenzo , 
and  addreJJ'ed  to  the  Governor  of 
the  Council  ad  interim .  Gdh 
30  thy  1807. 

C.  R. 

God,  who  watches  over  his 
creatures,  does  not  permit  the  con- 
fummation  of  atrocious  deeds,  when 
the  intended  vidlims  are  innocent. 
Thus  his  omnipotence  has  faved 
me  from  the  moft  unheard  of  ca- 
taftrophe. 

My  people,  my  fubje&s,  all 
know  my  chriftianity  and  fettled 
habits.  They  all  love  me,  and  I 
receive  from  all  of  them  proofs  of 
their  veneration— fuch  as  the  con- 
duff  of  a  parent  calls  for  from  his 
children. 

I  lived  perfuaded  of  this  feli¬ 
city,  and  devoted  to  the  repofe  of 
my  family,  when  an  unknown 
hand  difcovered  the  moft  atrocious 
and  unheard  of  confpiracy,  which 
was  carried  on  in  my  own  palace, 
againft  my  perfon* 


My  life,  which  has  fo  often  been 
in  danger,  was  too  long,  in  the 
eyes  of  my  fucceffor ,  who,  infatuated 
by  prejudice,  and  alienated  from 
every  principle  of  chriftianity  that 
my  paternal  care  and  love  had 
taught  him,  had  entered  into  a 
projeffc  to  dethrone  me.  Informed 
of  this,  I  thought  proper  to  in¬ 
quire  perfonally  into  the  truth  of 
the  faft,  and  furprifing  him  in  my 
room,  I  found  in  his  polfeifion  the 
cypher  of  his  correfpondence,  and 
of  the  inftruftions  he  had  received 
from  the  vile  confpirators. 

In  confequence  of  this  difeo- 
very,  I  immediately  convoked  the 
governor  and  council,  in  order  that 
they  might  make  the  neceflary 
inquiries  ;  and  the  refult  has  been 
the  detection  of  feveral  malefac¬ 
tors,  whofe  imprifonment  I  have 
ordered  ;  as  alfo  the  arreft  of  my 
fon  at  his  residence.  This  is  an 
additional  aggravation  of  the  af¬ 
fliction  I  labour  under ;  but  how* 
ever  painful  to  my  feelings,  it 
mu  ft  be  fubmitted  to,  as  it  is  of 
the  utmoft  importance  to  the  fup- 
preffion  of  fuch  a  confpiracy.  At 
the  fame  time  that  I  direct  the 
publication  of  this  affair  to  my 
fubjedts,  I  cannot  avoid  expref¬ 
ling  to  them  the  regret  by  which 
I  am  agitated ;  but  that  regret 
will  be  alleviated  by  the  demon- 
ftrations  of  their  loyalty.  You 
will  take  the  proper  meafures  to 
have  this  decree  circulated  in  due 
form. 

Charles  R. 

By  command  of  his  majefty,  I 
tranfmit  this  decree  to  your  excel¬ 
lency,  in  order  that  it  may  be 
duly  promulgated.  Signed  bv  the 
minifters,  and  addrefled  to  all 
viceroys,  &c.  &c, 

#  X  Z  M  anifjio 
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Manfeflb  of  his  excellency  the  Vice - 

roy  of  Peru ,  on  the  Capture  of 

Buenos  Ayres  by  the  Englijh . 

Although  I  am  convinced,  the 
perufal  of  the  three  proclamations, 
publifhed  at  the  city  of  Buenos 
Ayres  by  the  Englilh  general  Be- 
resford,  mud  have  filled  with  in¬ 
dignation  the  breads  of  all  his 
majedy’s  loyal  fubjedts,  and  'par¬ 
ticularly  of  thofe  who  enjoy  the 
happinefs  of  inhabiting  this  me¬ 
tropolis,  fo  much  favoured  and 
didinguilhed  by  our  fovereigns ; 
yet  I  cannot  refrain  from  indulg¬ 
ing  mpleif  in  pointing  out  to  my 
countrymen,  the  venom,  hidden 
under  the  hypocritical  profeflions 
of  the  enemy,  therein  contained  ; 
for  which  pur  pole,  without  recur¬ 
ring  to  any  other  arguments,  I 
ill  all  coniine  myfelf  folely  to  a  re-  " 
trofpedi  of  the  recent  atrocious 
conduct  obferved  by  that  nation  in 
every  quarter  of  the  globe.  Years 
after  years  have  fet  in  and  pa  fled, 
during  which  all  Europe  has  wit¬ 
nessed  the  Englilh  government 
ufing  every  means  it  can  invent, 
for  cementing  and  propagating  its 
deferable  tyranny,  availing  itfelf 
of  every  circumftance  favouring 
fuch  a  purpofe  ;  Hooping  to  prac¬ 
tices  the  mod  vile  and  infamous, 
fetting  alide  the  mod  facred  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  rights  of  man,  and 
trampling  upon  all  the  ufages  and 
cuftoms,  for  many  ages  univerfaliy 
received  and  obferved  amongd  civi¬ 
lized  nations.  Far  from  proceed¬ 
ing  either  in  carrying  on  war  or 
negotiating  peace,  with  that  noble 
franknefs  and  good  faith,  the  cha- 
radieriftics  of  nations  generous  and 
brave,  it  recurs  to  dark  artifices  of 
fiption  and  fedudtion,  to  dazzle 
and  corrupt  the  unwary,  who  are 


weak  enough  to  trud  and  confide 
in  his  perfidious  promifes.  Such 
is  the  objedl  of  the  three  proclama¬ 
tions  which  I  have  mentioned  ; 
to  lull  to  deep  the  underdanding  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
with  hopes  of  an  imaginary  hap¬ 
pinefs  ;  to  blindfold  them,  that 
they  may  not  perceive  the  abyfs 
of  evil  which  furrounds  them :  to 
cover,  as  with  a  garland  of  flowers, 
the  iron  chains  which  their  op- 
prefifors  have  prepared  for  them ; 
to  dupify  the  native  energy  of 
thofe  adtive  Spaniards  ;  to  alien¬ 
ate  from  their  hearts,-  if  it  is  pof- 
fible,  the  love,  the  fidelity,  and 
gratitude  they  owe  to  the  mod 
benevolent  and  jud  of  all  mon. 
archs ;  to  prevail  upon  them,  for 
ever,  to  lay  down  their  arms,  nor 
think  of  avenging  themfeives  and 
retrieving  their  loft  honour,  but 
folely  to  afpire  to  the  felicity  of 
being  numbered  among  the  vileft 
daves  of  the  tyrant  of  the  Teas. 
From  thefe  motives,  they  fpeak  of 
the  great  advantages  which  they 
pretend  would  refult  from  an  alli¬ 
ance  with ’Great  Britain  ;  under 
that  government,  they  fay,  oppref- 
fion  is  unknown  ;  they  promife 
immediately  to  free  their  com¬ 
merce  from  the  heavy  duties  and 
impofts  to  which  it  has  been  fub- 
jedled,  to  refpedt  the  catholic  re¬ 
ligion  and  its  holy  minifters,  and 
that  the  local  laws  and  national 
cuftoms  {hall  remain  untouched  : 
and  they  conclude  with  dating, 
that  their  only  objedl  is  to  protedi 
the  eaftern  coafts  of  South  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  render  it  a  country  the 
mod:  profperous  in  the  univerfe. 
But  where  is  the  man  of  fenfe  and 
judgement,  who  does  not  immedi¬ 
ately  difcover,  under  fuch  affedfed 
exprelfions,  the  vile  language  of 

hypocrify 
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fiypocrify  and  fi&ion,  fo  foreign  to 
the  intrepid  foldier,  and  natural 
only  to  the  cowardly  legions  of 
thofe  fordid  i Handers  ?  Where  is 
the  man  whofe  blood  does  not  boil 
on  hearing  the  facred  names  of  pro¬ 
tection,  humanity,  and  benevo^. 
lence,  pronounced  by  a  govern¬ 
ment,  ftained  with  recent  rob¬ 
beries,  perfidies,  and  murders  ?  by 
a  government  which  does  not 
ceafe  fowing  the  feeds  of  difcord 
and  rebellion  every  where  ;  by  a 
government  which  has  fo  lately 
before  our  eyes  kindled  a  fire  in 
the  fair-eft  part  of  the  glebe  [al¬ 
luding  to  Europe],  whofe  pro¬ 
vinces  we  have  fo  recently  feen 
inundated  with  ftrearas  of  the 
blood  of  its  inhabitants  ? — by  a 
government,  which  has  fo  bafely 
forfaken  its  allies,  by  haftily  with¬ 
drawing  its  troops  from  all  thofe 
parts  where  any  of  the  invincible 
veterans  of  Buonaparte  made  their 
appearance  ? — by  a  government 
whofe  friendlMp  has  proved  fo  bane¬ 
ful  and  ruinous  to  fo  many  powerful 
princes,  and  covered  with  mourn¬ 
ing  and  defolation  the  immenfe 
countries  fituated  between  the  fer¬ 
tile  banks  of  the  Adige,  and  the 
frozen  lakes  of  Bohemia  ?- — by  a 
government,  laftly,  which  has  ‘fo 
long  endeavoured  to  ereCf  the 
throne  of  tyranny  upon  the  fpoils 
and  tombs  of  all  other  nations, 
and  which  of  late  years,  has  not 
even  fhrunk,  in  the  face  of  the 
whole  world,  to  adopt,  as  a  bafis 
of  its  machiavelian  fyilem  of  po¬ 
litics,  the  plan  of  perpetual  war  ; 
a  plan  at  which  humanity  fhud- 
ders  ;  a  plan  which  poilerity  will 
record  and  hand  down  to  our  re- 
» motefi:  defendants,  as  a  memo¬ 
rable  monument  of  the  ferocity  and 
barbarity  to  which  egotifm  and  a 


third:  for  monopoly  can  precipi¬ 
tate  a  nation  which  lends  its  ear 
to  no  voice,  but  that  of  its  arro¬ 
gant  and  unnatural  avarice  ? 

Generous  men  of  Lima  !  Let 
us  fling  far  from  us,  with  that  con¬ 
tempt  which  they  fo  vvell  deferve, 
thofe  infamous  proclamations,  with 
which  the  Englifh  general  pre¬ 
tends  to  furprife  the  innate  fidelity 
of  our  countrymen,  who  inhabit 
the  bank  of  the  river  Plata.  Let 
us  look  upon  them  as  an  inful t  to 
our  honour,  as  an  attempt  againft 
our  happinefs,  and  a  plan  directed 
to  the  deftruTion  of  our  native 
land. 

Merchants  !  the  fame  men,  who 
now  pretend  to  have  poiTeffed 
themfelves  of  Buenos  Ayres,  folely 
with  a  view  of  protecting  our 
commerce,  are  the  fame  who  have 
precipitated  it  into  a  Hate  of  ruin, 
fo  prejudicial  to  your  ufeful  Specu¬ 
lations,  and  to  which  you  fee  it 
reduced.  They  are  the  fame  who 
commenced  the  prefent  boftili ties, 
by  Capturing  three  of  the  king's 
frigates,  and  blowing  up  another.. 
They  are  the  fame  who  feized 
upon  your  defencelefs  fhips,  peace¬ 
ably  navigating  the  feas,  under  a 
confidence  that  the  Spanifn  flag, 
which  they  difplayed  in  the  air, 
would  protect  them  againft  ail  in¬ 
juries  from  a  nation  vdth  which, 
we  were  not  then  war.  A 
general  indignation  w*s  manifested 
by  all  the  cabinet?  of  Europe  ; 
but  even  this  wa  infufficient  to 
induce  thofe  a  va  rious  and  cruel 
iflanders  to  re/ore  the  treafures 
which  they  h A  unjuftly  taken, 
with  the  b!rJd  of  fo  many  inno¬ 
cent  victim* 

Spaniars  *  That  perfidious  na¬ 
tion  now  pretends  to  ap¬ 
pear  t<  inhabitants  of  Buenos 
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Ayres,  as  of  all  others,  the  moll 
humane,  is  the  fame  which,  not 
fix  years  fince,  fent  a  fquadron 
and  an  army  before  Cadiz,  at  a 
time  when  the  plague  reigned 
within  its  walls,  fpreading  horror 
and  deftruCtion.  The  Englifh  ad¬ 
miral,  who,  f join  his  cabin  win¬ 
dows,  could  feaft  his  eyes  with  the 
fpedacle  of  mountains  of  corpfes, 
}’et  unburied,  and  the  gloomy  light 
of  the  funeral  piles,  yet  had  the 
courage  to  challenge  our  valiant 
chief  to  furrender,  or  to  prepare 
liimfelf  to  fuffer  all  the  rigours  of 
the  war.  The  commander  of  a 
Moorifh  corfair,  having  fallen  in 
with  a  convoy,  carrying  victuals 
and  medicines,  at  the  expence  of 
the  pope,  to  the  city  of  Marfeilles, 
then  infefted  by  .deftruCtive  plague, 
not  only  refrained  from  capturing 
thofe  drips,  but  fpontaneoufly  con¬ 
voyed  them  to  the  port  of  their 
deftination  ;  and  the  Englifh  ad¬ 
miral,  on  a  fimilar  occafion,  threw' 
balls  and  (hells  into  Cadiz,  with 
an  intent  of  reducing  it  to  a  heap 
of  ruins. 

Spaniards  !  Thofe  who  now 
publifh  a  law  at  Buenos  Ayres, 
enjoining  (laves  to  obey  their 
mailers,  are  the  fame  who  foment¬ 
ed,  and  dill  continue  to  encou¬ 
rage,  in  the  ifland  of  St.  Domin¬ 
go,  the  nod  atrocious  rebellion 
re  d  it  the  annals  of  nations. 
We  have  ah  witneffed  that,  while 
the  fanguinaiy  Deflalines,  at  the 
head  of  innumerable  bands  of  affaf- 
iins,  marched  along  the  coads, 
with  the  murdering  deel  in  one 
hand,  and  the  incvndiary  torch  in 
he  other,  with  fire  and  fvvord, 
fpreading  defolation,  deftruCHon, 
and  death  wherefoever\e  went,  an 
Englifh  fquadron  vigoroujy  block¬ 
aded  the  capital,  in  orde^that  no 


one  folitary  victim  might  efcape 
the  African  fury. 

Indians!  You  who  are  fuch 
intereding  objects  of  the  tender 
care  of  our  mod  amiable  monarch  ! 
That  nation,  which  has  taken  oof- 
fedion  of  Buenos  Ayres,  has  ever 
treated  the  Aborigines  of  Ameri¬ 
ca  and  Ada  with  the  moft  inhu¬ 
man  cruelty.  When,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  latt  century,  they  found  it 
impracticable,  by  force  of  arms, 
t©  iubjugate  the  brave  inhabitants 
of  the  Floridas,  they  concluded  a 
fpecious  peace,  and,  during  that 
peace,  regaled  them  with  poifoned 
liquors  and  clothes,  which  caufed 
death  without  number.  Their 
Eaft  India  Company  has  already 
extirpated  the  greated  number  of 
the  mild  inhabitants  of  Malabar, 
Bengal,  and  Coromandel,  and 
would  extirpate  them  all  by  one 
(ingle  blow,  if  they  required  not 
their  labour  in  the  manufactories 
of  their  richeft  duffs.  That  ter¬ 
rible  famine  is  dill  recent  in  our 
memory,  when  millions  of  In¬ 
dians  perifhed,  and  which  being 
forefeen  by  the  Englifh  factories, 
they  timely  dored  all  the  rice,  and 
other  provifions,  which  the  (canty 
harveft  of  that  year  had  yielded  ! 
Indians  !  wherefoever  the  Englifh 
nation  has  gained  a  footing,  youCs 
has  been  enflaved,  reduced,  and 
dedroyed  without  mercy. 

All  you  people,  inhabitants  of 
Peru  !  let  us,  on  this  important 
occafion,  difplay  all  our  loyalty 
and  courage.  Let  us  fpeedily 
wafh  away  the  foul  dain  cad  upon 
the  arms  of  Spain  by  the  furrender 
of  Buenos  Ayres.  Let  us  in- 
dantly  fly  to  arms,  in  the  defence 
o(  our  holy  faith,  and  of  our  be¬ 
loved  fovereign  ;  and  let  us  plunge 
into  the  deep  currents  of  the  river 
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La  Plate  thofe  outcafts  of  fmug- 
glers  and  pirates,  who  having  by 
furprife  poffeffed  themfelves  of  one 
of  the  moll  interefting  parts  of 
America,  diffident  of  the  power  of 
their  arms,  and  in  dread  of  our 
juft  vengeance,  now  attempt,  by 
means  of  the  deteftable  artifices  of 
feduftion,  to  induce  us  to  forego 
the  performance  of  our  moft  facred 
and  inviolable  duties,  and  to  turn 
deaf  ears  to  the  pathetic  and  pene¬ 
trating  voice  with  which  our  coun¬ 
try  now  calls  upon  us  for  affift- 
ance. 


J° reclamation  of  the  Prince  Regent  of 

Portugal :  given  at  the  Palace  of 

Mafra ,  Od.  20,  1807. 

It  having  been  my  greateft  de¬ 
fire  to  preferve  within  my  domi¬ 
nions  the  moft  perfedl  neutrality 
during  the  prefent  war^  upon  the 
good  account  of  the  acknowledged 
good  effects  that  refult  from  it  to 
the  fubjefts  of  this  crown  ;  but  it 
being  impoffible  to  preferve  it  any 
longer,  and  reflediing  at  the  fame 
time  how  beneficial  a  general  peace 
will  be  to  humanity,  I  have  judged 
it  proper  to  accede  to  the  caufe 
of  the  continent,  by  uniting  my- 
felf  to  his  majefty  the  emperor  of 
the  French  and  king  of  Italy,  and 
to  his  catholic  majefty,  in  order 
to  contribute,  as  far  as  may  be  in 
my  power,  to  the  acceleration  of 
a  maritime  pe*ace,  wherefore  I  am 
plealed  to  order,  that  the  ports  of 
this  kingdom  may  be  (hut  againft 
the  entry  of  all  (hips  of  war  and 
merchant  veffels  belonging  to  Great 
Britain  ;  and  thus  it  is  to  be  un- 
derftood. 

Given  at  the  palace  of  Maffa, 
the  20th  of  October,  1807.  By 


order  of  the  prince  regent,  our 
fovereign. 

That  all  perfons  may  have  due 
notice,  it  is  dire&ed  that  this 
edidl  be  publicly  affixed. 

J„  F.  Lubqvic. 

Lijb  on ,  Od.  22,  I §07. 


Proclamation  of  the  P ref  dent  of  the 

United  States.  W ajh in gt on  City  , 

July  2,  1807. 

During  the  wars  which,  for 
fome  time  have  unhappily  pre¬ 
vailed  among  the  powers  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  the  United  States  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  firm  in  their  principles  of 
peace,  have  endeavoured,  by  juf- 
tice,  by  a  regular  difcharge  of  all 
their  national  and  focial  duties, 
and  by  every  friendly  office  their 
fituation  has  admitted,  to  main¬ 
tain,  with  all  the  Belligerents, 
their  accuftomed  relations  of  friend- 
Ihip,  hofpitality,  and  commercial 
intercourfe.  Taking  no  part  in 
the  queftions  which  animate  thefe 
powers  againft  each  other,  nor 
permitting  themfelves  to  entertain 
a  wifh  but  for  the  reftoration  of  a 
general  peace,  they  have  obferved 
with  good  faith  the  neutrality  they 
alfumedj  and  they  believe  that  no 
inftance  of  departure  from  its  du¬ 
ties  can  be  juftly  imputed  to  them 
by  any  nation.  A  free  ufe  of 
their  harbours  and  waters,  the 
means  of  refitting  and  refrefhment, 
of  fuccour  to  their  fick  and  futfer- 
ing,  have,  at  all  times,  and  on 
equal  principles,  been  extended  to 
all,  and  this  too  amidft  a  conftant 
recurrence  of  adls  of  infubordina* 
tion  to  the  laws,  of  violence  to  the 
perfons,  and  of  trefpafles  on  the 
property  of  our  citizens,  commit¬ 
ted  by  officers  of  one  of  the  Bel- 
*  X  4  ligerent 
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ligerent  parties  received  among  us. 
In  truths  thefe  abufes  of  the  laws 
of  hofpitality  have,  with  few  ex¬ 
ceptions,  become  habitual  to  the 
commanders  of  Britifti  armed  vtf- 
fels  hovering-  on  our  coafts,  and 
frequenting  our  harbours.  They 
have  been  the  fubjeft  of  repeated 
reprefen tations  to  their  govern  - 
rnent.  Affurances  have  been  given 
that  proper  orders  fhould  reftrain 
them  within  the  limits  of  the  rights 
and  of  the  refpedt  due  to  a  friendly 
nation  ;  but  thofe  orders  and  affu- 
lances  have  been  without  effect  \ 
and  no  inftance  of  punilhment  for 
pail  wrongs  has  taken  place.  At 
length,  a  deed,  tranfcending  all 
we  have  either  feen  or  differed, 
brings  the  public  fenfibility  to  a 
ferious  crifis,  and  our  forbearance 
to  a  neceffary  paufe.  A  frigate 
of  the  United  States,  trufting  to 
a  flate  of  peace,  and  leaving  her 
harbour  on  a  diftant  fervice,  has 
been  furprized  and  attacked  by  a 
Britifh  veifel  of  fuperior  force,  one 
of  a  fquadron  then  lying  in  our 
waters,  and  covering  the  transac¬ 
tion,  and  has  been  difabled  from 
fcrvice,  with  the  lofs  of  a  number 
of  men  killed  and  wounded.  This 
enormity  was  not  only  without 
provocation  or  juftifiable  caufe, 
but  was  committed  with  the  avow¬ 
ed  purpofe  of  taking  by  force, 
from  a  {hip  of  war  of  the  United 
States,  a  part  of  her  crew ;  and 
that  no  circumftance  might  be 
wanting  to  mark  its  character,  it 
had  been  previoufly  afcertainedthat 
the  fearoen  demanded  were  native 
citizens  of  the  United  States. 
Having  effected  his  purpofe,  he 
returned  to  anchor  with  his  fqua¬ 
dron  within  our  jurifdidtion.  Hof- 
pitality  under  fuch  circumftanees 
ceafes  to  be  a  duty  ;  and  a  conti¬ 


nuance  of  it,  with  fuch  uncontrol¬ 
led  abufes,  would  tend  only,  by 
multiplying  injuries  and  irrita¬ 
tions,  to  bring  on  a  rupture  be¬ 
tween  the  two  nations.  This  ex¬ 
treme  refort  is  equally  oppofed  to 
the  interefts  of  both,  as  it  is  to 
affurances  df  the  moft  friendly 
difpofftions  on  the  part  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  government,  in  the  midft  of 
which  this  outrage  has  been  com¬ 
mitted.  In  this  light  the  fubjedl 
cannot  but  prefen t  itfejf  to  that 
government,  and  ft.rengthen  the 
motives  to  an  honourable  repara¬ 
tion  of  the  wrong  which  has  been 
done,  and  to  that  effediual  controul 
of  its  naval  commanders,  which 
alone  can  juftify  the  government 
of  the  United  States  in  the  exer- 
cife  of  thofe  hofpi  tali  ties  it  is  now 
conftrained  to  difcontinue. 

In  confideration  of  thefe  cir¬ 
cumftances,  and  of  the  right  of 
every  nation  to  regulate  its  own 
police,  to  provide  for  its  peace 
and  for  the  fafety  of  its  citizens, 
and  confequently  to  refufe  the  ad- 
miffion  of  armed  veffels  into  its 
harbours  or  waters,  either  in  fuch 
numbers  or  of  fuch  defcriptions, 
as  are  inconfiftent  with  thefe,  or 
with  the  maintenance  of  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  laws,  I  have  thought 
proper,  in  purfuance  of  the  autho¬ 
rities  efpecially  given  by  law,  to 
iffue  this  my  proclamation,  hereby 
requiring  all  armed  veffels  bearing 
commiflions  under  the  government 
of  Great  Britain,  now  within  the 
harbours  or  waters  of  the  United 
States,  immediately  and  without 
any  delay  to  depart  from  the  fame, 
interdidling  the  entrance  of  all  the 
faid  harbours  and  waters  to  the 
faid  armed  veffels,  and  to  all  others 
bearing  commiflions  under  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  Britilh  government. 

And 
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And  if  the  faid  veffels,  or  any 
of  them,  (hall  fail  to  depart  as 
aforefaid,  or  if  they  or  any  others, 
fo  interdicted,  fhall  hereafter  en¬ 
ter  the  harbours  or  waters  afore¬ 
faid,  I  do  invthat  cafe  forbid  all 
intercourfe  with  them,  or  any  of 
them,  their  officers  or  crews,  and 
do  prohibit  all  fupplies  and  aid 
from  being  furnifhed  to  them,  or 
any  of  them. 

And  I  do  declare  and  make 
known,  that  if  any  perfon  from  or 
within  the  jurifdidional  limits  of 
the  United  States  (hall  afford  any 
aid  to  any  fuch  veffels,  contrary  to 
the  prohibition  contained  in  this 
proclamation,  either  in  repairing 
any  fuch  veffel,  or  in  furnifhing 
her,  her  officers  or  crew,  with 
fupplies  of  any  kind,  or  in  any 
manner  whatfoever,  or  if  any  pilot 
fhall  affift  in  navigating  any  of  the 
faid  armed  veffels,  imlefs  it  be  for 
the  purpofe  of  carrying  them,  in 
the  firil  inftance,  beyond  the  li¬ 
mits  and  jurifdidion  of  the  United 
States,  or  unlefs  it  be  in  the  cafe 
of  a  veffel  forced  by  cl  id  refs,  or 
charged  with  public  difpatches  as 
hereinafter  provided  for,  fuch  per¬ 
fon  or  perfons  fhall,  on  conviftion, 
fuffer  all  the  pains  and  penalties 
by  the  laws  provided  for  fuch 
offences. 

And  I  do  hereby  enjoin  and  re¬ 
quire  all  perfons  bearing  office  civil 
or  military  within  or  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States, 
and  all  others,  citizens  or  inhabi¬ 
tants  thereof,  or  being  within  the 
fame,  with  vigilance  and  prompti¬ 
tude,  to  exert  their  refpeClive  au¬ 
thorities,  and  to  be  aiding  and 
affifting  to  the  carrying  this  pro¬ 
clamation,  and  every  part  thereof, 
into  full  effeft. 

Provided,  neverthelefs,  that  if 
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any  fuch  veffels  fhall  be  forced  info 
the  harbours  or  waters  of  the 
United  States  by  diftrefs,  by  the 
dangers  of  the  fea,  or  by  the  pur- 
fuit  of  an  enemy,  or  fhall  enter 
them  charged  with  difpatches  or 
bufinefs  from  their  government, 
or  fhall  be  a  public  packet  for  the 
conveyance  of  letters  and  dif¬ 
patches,  the  commanding  officer 
immediately  reporting  his  veffel 
to  the  collector  of  the  diftrhft,  Hat¬ 
ing  the  objedt  orcaufes  of  entering 
the  faid  harbours  or  waters,  and 
conforming  himfelf  to  the  regula¬ 
tions  in  that  cafe  prefcribed  under 
the  authority  of  the  laws,  fhall  be 
allowed  the  benefit  of  fuch  regu¬ 
lations  refpecbing  repairs,  fupplies, 
flay,  intercourfe,  and  departure,  as 
fhall  be  permitted  under  the  fame 
authority. 

T.  Jefferson. 


MeJJage  of  the  P  ref  dent  to  the  Se¬ 
nate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatmes 
of  the  United  States ,  Oct .  27, 
i  807. 

Circumftances,  fellow-citizens, 
which  ferioufly  threatened  the 
peace  of  our  country,  have  made 
it  a  duty  to  convene  you  at  an 
earlier  period  than  ufiial.  The 
love  of  peace  fo  much  c-herifhed  in 
the  bofoms  of  our  citizens,  which 
has  fo  long  guided  the  proceedings 
of  their  public  councils,  and  in¬ 
duced  forbearance  under  fo  many 
wrongs,  may  not  infure  our  conti¬ 
nuance  in  the  quiet  purfuits  of 
induftry.  The  many  injuries  and 
depredations  committed  on  our 
commerce  and  navigation  upon  the 
high  feas  for  years  paft,  the  fuccef- 
five  innovations  on  thole  principles 

of 
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of  public  law  which  have  been 
efiablifhed  by  the  reafon  and  ufage 
of  nations  as  the  rule  of  their  in- 
tercourfe,  and  the  umpire  and 
fecurity  of  their  rights  and  peace, 
and  all  the  circumfta  ices  which 
induced  the  extraordinary  million 
to  London,  are  already  known  to 
you.  The  inftriktions  given  to 
our  minifters  were  framed  in  the 
fncereft  fpirit  of  amity  and  mode*? 
ration.  They  accordingly  pro¬ 
ceeded,  in  conformity  wherewith, 
fo  propofe  arrangements  which 
might  embrace  and  fettle  all  the 
points  in  difference  between  us ; 
which  might  bring  us  to  a  mutual 
Under  Handing  on  our  neutral  and 
national  rights,  and  provide  for 
a  commercial  intercourfe  on  condi¬ 
tions  of  feme  equality.  After 
long  and  fraitlefs  endeavours  to 
pfFe<ft  the  purpofes  of  their  million, 
and  to  obtain  arrangements  within 
the  limits  of  their  inftru&ions, 
they  concluded  to  fign  fuch  as 
could  be  obtained,  and  to  fend 
them  for  confideration  ;  candidly 
declaring  to  the  other  negocia- 
tors,  at  the  fame  time,  that  they 
were  a&ing  againft  their  inftruc- 
tions,  and  that  their  government 
therefore  could  not  be  pledged  for 
ratification.  Some  of  the  articles 
propofed  might  have  been  admit¬ 
ted  on  a  principle  of  compromife, 
but  others  were  too  highly  disad¬ 
vantageous  ;  and  no  fufficient  pro- 
vifion  was  made  againft  the  prin¬ 
cipal  feurce  of  the  irritations  and 
collilions  which  were  conftantly 
endangering  the  peace  of  the  two 
nations.  The  queftion,  therefore, 
whether  a  treaty  Ihould  be  accept¬ 
ed  in  that  form  could  have  admitted 
but  of  one  decilion,  even  had  no 
declarations  of  the  other  party  im¬ 
paired  our  confidence  in  it.  Still 


anxious  not  to  clofe  the  door 
againft  friendly  adjuftment,  new 
modifications  were  framed,  and 
further  conceflions  authorifed,  than 
could  before  have  been  fuppofed 
neceffary  :  and  our  minifters  were 
inftrufted  to  refume  their  negocia- 
tions  on  thefe  grounds.  On  this 
new  reference  to  amicable  difeuf- 
fion  we  were  repoling  in  confi¬ 
dence,  when  on  the  2  2d  day  of 
June  laft,  by  a  formal  order  trom 
a  Britiih  admiral,  the  frigate  Che- 
fapeake,  leaving  her  port  for  a 
diftant  fervice,  was  attacked  by 
one  of  thofe  velfels  which  had  been 
lying  in  our  harhours  under  the 
indulgences  of  holpitality,  was 
difabled  from  proceeding,  had  fe- 
veral  of  her  crew  killed,  and  four 
taken  away.  On  this  outrage  no 
commentaries  are  neceffary.  Its 
character  has  been  pronounced  by 
the  indignant  voice  of  our  citi¬ 
zens,  with  an  emphalis  and  unani¬ 
mity  never  exceeded.  I  immedi¬ 
ately,  by  proclamation,  interdicted 
our  harbours  and  waters  to  all 
Britiih  armed  veffels,  forbade  in¬ 
tercourfe  with  them,  and,  uncertain 
how  far  hoftilities  were  intended, 
and  the  town  of  Norfolk  indeed 
being  threatened  with  immediate 
attack,  a  fufficient  force  was  order¬ 
ed  for  the  protection  of  that  place, 
and  foch  other  preparations  com¬ 
menced  and  purfued  as  the  profpeCt 
rendered  proper.  An  armed  veffel 
of  the  United  States  was  difpatched 
with  inftruCtions  to  our  minifters 
at  London,  to  call  on  that  govern¬ 
ment  for  the  fatisfaCtion  and  fe¬ 
curity  required  by  the  outrage. 
A  very  fhort  interval  ought  now 
to  bring  the  anfwer,  which  fhall 
be  communicated  to  you  as  foon 
as  received  :  then  alio,  or  as  foon 
after  as  the  public  interefts  lhall 
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be  found  to  admit,  the  unratified 
treaty,  and  proceedings  relative  to 
it,  fhail  be  made  known  to  you. 

The  aggrefiion,  thus  began,  has 
been  continued  on  the  part  of  the 
Britiih  commanders,  by  remaining 
within  our  waters  in  defiance  of 
the  authority  of  the  country,  by 
habitual  violations  of  its  jurifdic- 
tion,  and  at  length  by  putting  to 
death  one  of  the  perfons  whom  they" 
had  forcibly  taken  from  on  board 
the  Chefapeake.  Thefe  aggra¬ 
vations  neceflarily  lead  to  the 
policy,  either  of  never  admitting 
an  armed  veflel  into  our  harbours, 
or  of  maintaining  in  every  harbour 
fuch  an  armed  force  as  may  con- 
drain  obedience  to  the  laws,  and 
protedl  the  lives  and  property  of 
our  citizens  againft  their  armed 
guefts.  But  the  expence  of  fuch 
a  {landing  force,  and  its  inconfifl- 
ence  with  our  principles,  difpenfe 
with  thofe  courtefies  which  would 
neceflarily  call  for  it,  and  leave  us 
equally  free  to  exclude  the  navy, 
as  we  are  the  army,  of  a  foreign 
power  from  entering  our  limits. 

To  former  violations  of  mari¬ 
time  rights,  another  is  now  added 
of  very  extenfive  effedl.  The  go¬ 
vernment  of  that  nation  has  iflued 
an  order,  interdidling  all  trade  by 
neutrals  between  ports  not  in  amity 
wdth  them.  And  being  now  at 
war  with  nearly  every  nation  on 
the  Atlantic  and  Mediterranean 
feas,  our  veffels  are  required  to 
facrifice  their  cargoes  at  the  firfl 
port  they  touch,  or  to  return  home 
without  the  benefit  of  going  to  any 
other  market.  Under  this  new  law 
©f  the  ocean,  our  trade  on  the  Me¬ 
diterranean  has  been  fwept  away 
by  feizures  and  condemnations, 
and  that  in  other  feas  is  threatened 
with  the  fame  fate. 


Our  differences  with  Spain  re¬ 
main  dill  unfettled ;  no  meafure 
having  been  taken  on  her  part, 
fince  my  laft  communications  on 
Congrefs,  to  bring  them  to  a  clofe. 
But  under  a  {late  of  things  which 
may  favour  reconfideration,  they* 
have  been  recently  prefled,  and  a « 
expedition  is  entertained  that 
they  may  now  foon  be  brought  to 
an  iffue  of  fome  fort.  With  their 
fubjedls  on  our  borders,  no  new 
collifions  have  taken  place,  nor 
feem  immediately  to  be  appre~ 
hended.  To  our  former  grounds 
of  complaint  has  been  added  a  very 
ferious  one,  as  you  will  fee  by  the 
decree,  a  copy  of  which  is  now* 
communicated.  Whether  this  de¬ 
cree,  which  profefles  to  be  con¬ 
formable  to  that  of  the  French 
government  of  November  21, 
1 8o6,  heretofore  communicated  to 
Congrefs,  will  alfo  be  conformed 
to  that  in  its  conftrudlion  and  ap¬ 
plication  in  relation  to  the  United 
States,  had  not  been  afcertained  at 
the  date  of  our  laft  communica¬ 
tions.  Thefe,  however,  gave  rea- 
fon  to  expedt  fuch  a  conformity. 

With  the  other  nations  of  Eu¬ 
rope  our  harmony  has  been  unin¬ 
terrupted,  and  commerce  and 
friendly  intercourfe  have  been 
maintained  on  their  ufual  footing. 

Our  peace  with  the  feveral  dates 
on  the  coad  of  Barbary  appears  as 
firm  as  at  any  former  period,  and 
as  likely  to  continue  as  that  of 
any  other  nation. 

Among  our  Indian  neighbours 
in  the  north- wedern  quarter,  fome 
fermentation  was  obferved,  foon 
after  the  late  occurrences,  threat¬ 
ening  the  continuance  of  our  peace; 
Meffages  were  faid  to  be  inter¬ 
changed,  and  tokens  to  be  palling, 
which  ufually  denote  a  date  of 
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reftieffnefs  among  them  ;  and  the 
charader  of  the  agitators  pointed 
to  the  fources  of  excitement,  Mea- 
fnre  s  were  immediately  taken  for 
providing  a  gain  ft  that  danger  ; 
inftruftions  were  given  to  require 
explanations,  and,  with  aiTuranees 
of  our  continued  friendfhip,  toad- 
mondh  the  tribes  to  remain  quiet 
at  home,  taking  no  part  in  quar¬ 
rels  not  belonging  to  them.  As 
far  as  we  are  yet  informed,  the 
tribes  in  our  vicinity,  who  are 
mo  ft  advanced  in  the  purfuits  of 
induftry,  are  fmcerely  difpofed  to 
adhere  to  their  friendfhip  with  us, 
and  to  their  peace  with  all  others. 
While  thofe  more  remote  do  not 
prefent  appearances  fufticiently 
quiet  to  juftify  the  intermiftion  of 
military  precaution  on  our  part. 

The  great  tribes  on  our  fotnh- 
weftern  quarter,  much  advanced 
beyond  the  others  in  agricultural 
and  houfehoid  arms,  appear  tran¬ 
quil,  and  identifying  their  views 
with  ours,  in  proportion  to  their 
advancements.  With  the  whole 
of  thefe  people,  in  every  quarter, 
I  (hall  continue  to  inculcate  peace, 
and  friendfhip  with  all  their  neigh¬ 
bours,  and  perfeverance  in  thofe 
occupations  and  purfuits  which 
will  beft  promote  their  own  well¬ 
being. 

The  appropriations  of  the  laft 
feflion,  for  the  defence  of  our  fea- 
port  towns  and  harbours,  were 
made  under  expectation  that  a 
continuance  of  our  peace  would 
permit  us  to  proceed  in  that  wrork 
according  to  our  convenience.  It 
has  been  thought  better  to  apply 
the  fums  then  given  towards  the 
defence  of  New  York,  Charlefton, 
and  New  Orleans  chiefly,  as  moft 
open  and  moft  likely  firft  to  need 
protection  j  and  to  leave  places 


lefs  immediately  in  danger  to  the 
provifions  of  the  prefent  feflion. 

The  gun- boats  too,  already 
provided,  have,  on  a  like  prin¬ 
ciple,  been  chiefly  afligned  to  New 
York,  New  Orleans,  and  the  Che- 
fapeake.  Whether  our  moveable 
force  on  the  water,  fo  material  in 
aid  of  the  defen  five  works  on  the 
land,  ftiould  be  augmented  in  tills 
or  any  other  form,  is  left  to  the 
wifdom  of  the  Legiflature.  For 
the  purpofe  of  manning  thefe  vef- 
fels,  in  hidden  attacks  on  our 
harbours,  it  is  a  matter  for  con- 
fideration,  whether  the  feamen  of 
the  United  States  may  not  juftly 
be  formed  into  a  fpecial  militia, 
to  be  called  on  for  tours  of  duty  in 
defence  of  the  harbours  where  they 
lhall  happen  to  be  ;  the  ordinary 
militia  of  the  place  furnifhing  that 
portion  which  may  confift  of  iandf- 
men. 

The  moment  our  peace  was 
threatened,  I  deemed  it  indifpen- 
fable  to  fecure  a  greater  provifion 
of  thofe  articles  of  military  ftores, 
with  which  our  magazines  were 
not  fufficiently  fufnifhed.  To 
have  awaited  a  previous  and  fpe¬ 
cial  fanction  by  law,  would  have 
loft  occafions  which  might  not  be 
retrieved.  I  did  not  helitate 
therefore  to  authorife  engagements 
for  fuch  fupplements  to  our  exift- 
ing  ftock,  as  would  render  it  ade¬ 
quate  to  the  emergencies  threat¬ 
ening  us  :  and  I  truft  that  the 
legiflature,  feeling  the  fame  anxiety 
for  the  fafety  of  our  country,  fo 
materially  advanced  by  this  pre¬ 
caution,  will  approve  when  done, 
what  they  would  have  feen  fo 
important  to  be  done,  if  then  af- 
fembled.  Expences,  alfo  unpro¬ 
vided  for,  arofe  out  of  the  neceility 
of  calling  all  our  gun-boats  into 
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ft&ual  fervice  for  the  defence  of 
our  harbours,  of  all  which  ac¬ 
counts  wiil  be  laid  before  you. 

Whether  a  regular  army  is  to 
be  raifed,  and  to  what  extent, 
mull  depend  on  the  information  fo 
fhortly  expe&ed.  In  the  mean 
time  I  have  called  on  the  dates  for 
quotas  of  militia,  to  be  in  readi- 
nefsfor  prefent  defence;  and  have, 
moreover,  encouraged  the  accept¬ 
ance  of  volunteers  ;  and  I  am  happy 
to  inform  you,  that  thefe  have  of¬ 
fered  themfelves  with  great  alacri¬ 
ty  in  every  part  of  the  union : 
they  are  ordered  to  be  organized, 
and  ready  at  a  moment’s  warning, 
to  proceed  on  any  fervice  to  which 
they  may  be  called ;  and  every 
preparation  within  the  executive 
power,  has  been  made  to  infure  us 
the  benefit  of  early  exertions. 

I  informed  Congrefs  at,  their 
laft  feffion,  of  the  enterprifes  againft 
the  public  peace,  which  were  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  in  preparation  by 
Aaron  Burr  and  his  aftociates,  of 
the  meafures  taken  to  defeat  them, 
and  to  bring  the  offenders  to  juf- 
tice.  Their  enterprifes  were  hap¬ 
pily  defeated  by  the  patriotic 
exertions  of  the  militia  whenever 
called  into  adtion,  by  the  fidelity 
of  the  army,  and  energy  of  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  in  promptly 
arranging  the  difficulties  prefent- 
ing  themfelves  on  the  Sabine,  re¬ 
pairing  to  meet  thofe  arifing  on 
the  Miffiffippi,  and  diffipatsng  be¬ 
fore  their  explofion  plots  engender¬ 
ing  there  :  l  fliall  think  it  -my 
duty  to  lay  before  you  the  proceed¬ 
ings,  and  the  evidence  publicly 
exhibited  on  the  arraignment  of 
the  principal  offenders  before  the 
diftrift  court  of  Virginia.  You 
will  be  enabled  to  judge  whether 
the  defedi  was  in  the  teftimony,  in 
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the  law,  or  in  the  ad minifl ration; 
of  the  law  ;  and  wherever  it  lhall 
be  found,  the  legiflature  alone  can 
apply  or  originate  the  remedy. 
The  framers  of  our  conftitution 
certainly  fuppofed  they  had  guard¬ 
ed,  as  well  their  government 
againft  deftrudtion  by  treafon,  as 
their  citizens  againft  oppreffion, 
under  pretence  of  it  ;  and  if  thefe 
ends  are  not  attained,  it  is  of  im¬ 
portance  to  inquire  by  what  means, 
more  effectual,  they  may  be  fe- 
cured. 

The  accounts  of  the  receipts  of 
revenue,  during  the  year  e  ding  on 
the  30th  day  of  September  laft, 
being  not  yet  made  up,  a  correct 
ftatement  will  be  hereafter  tranf- 
mitted  from  the  treafury.  In  the 
mean  time  it  is  afeertained  that 
the  receipts  have  amounted  to  near 
fixteen  millions  of  dollars  ;  which, 
with  the  five  millions  and  a  half  in 
the  treafury  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year,  have  enabled  us,  after 
meeting  the  current  demands  and 
intereft  incurred,  to  pay  more  than 
fouf  millions  of  the  principal  of  our 
funded  debt.  Thefe  payments, 
with  thofe  of  the  preceding  five 
and  a  half  years,  have  extinguifh- 
ed  of  the  funded  debt  twenty -five 
millions  and  a  half  of  dollars, 
being  the  whole  which  could  be 
paid  or  purchafed  within  the  limits 
of  the  law,  and  of  our  contracts; 
and  have  left  us  in  the  treafury 
eight  millions  and  a  half  of  dol- 
lars.  A  portion  of  this  fum  may 
be  confidered  as  a  commencement 
of  accumulation  of  the  furpluffes 
of  revenue,  which,  after  paying 
the  inftalments  of  debt,  as  they 
fhall  become  payable,  will  remain 
without  any  fpecific  objefl.  It 
may  partly,  indeed,  be  applied  to¬ 
wards  completing  the  defence  of 
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the  expofed  points  of  our  country, 
on  fuch  a  fcale  as  (hall  be  adapted 
to  our  principles  and  circum- 
fiances. 

This  cbjeft  is  doubtlefs  among 
the  firft  entitled  to  attention  in 
fuch  a  ftate  of  our  finances,  and  it 
is  one  which,  whether  we  have 
peace  or  war,  will  provide  fecurity 
where  it  is  due.  Whether  what 
ihall  remain  of  this,  with  the  future 
furpluffes,  may  be  ufefully  applied 
to  purpofes  already  authorifed,  or 
more  ufefully  to  others  requiring 
new  authorities,  or  how  otherwife 
they  Ihall  be  difpofed  of,  are  quef- 
tions  calling  for  the  notice  of 
Congrefs :  unlefs,  indeed,  they 
fhall  be  fuperfeded  by  a  change  in 
our  public  relations,  now  awaiting 
the  determination  of  others.  What¬ 
ever  be  that  determination,  it  is  a 
great  confolation  that  it  will  be¬ 
come  known  at  a  moment  when  the 
fupreme  council  of  the  nation  is 
afiembled  at  its  poll,  and  ready  to 
give  the  aids  of  its  wifdom  and 
authority  to  whatever  courfe  the 
good  of  our  country  Ihall  then  call 
us  to  purfue. 

Matters  of  minor  importance 
will  be  the  fubje&s  of  future  com¬ 
munications  ;  and  nothing  ihall  be 
wanting  on  my  part  which  may 
give  information  or  difpateh  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  legifiature,  in 
the  exercife  of  their  high  duties, 
and  at  a  moment  fo  interefting  to 
the  public  welfare. 

Th.  Jefferson. 


Ne*w  Confutation  of  Hayti . 

The  underfigned  mandatories, 
charged  with  the  powers  of  the 
people  of  Hayti,  being  legally 
convoked  by  his  excellency  the 


general-in-chief  of  the  army,  pe¬ 
netrated  by  the  necellity  of  making 
their  conftituents  enjoy  thefacred, 
imprefcriptible,  and  unalienable 
rights  of  man,  proclaim,  in  the 
prefence  and  under  the  aufpices  of 
the  All-powerful,  the  articles  con. 
tained  in  the  prefent  conftitutional 
pact : 

Title  I.  Of  the  condition  of 
citizens. 

1.  Every  body  refiding  on  the 
territory  of  Hayti  is  free,  in  the 
fullelt  fenfe. 

2.  Slavery  is  for  ever  abolilhed 
in  Hayti. 

3.  No  one  has  a  right  to  vio¬ 
late  the  afylum  of  a  citizen,  nor 
to  enter  forcibly  into  his  dwelling, 
without  an  order,  emanating  from 
a  fuperior  and  competent  autho¬ 
rity. 

4.  All  property  is  under  the 
protection  of  the  government. 
Every  attack  upon  the  property  of 
a  citizen  is  a  crime,  which  the  law 
punilhes. 

5.  The  law  punilhes  aflfaflina« 
tion  with  death. 

Title  II.  Of  the  government. 

6.  The  government  of  Hayti 

is  compofed  ;  Firft,  of  a  chief  ma. 
giftrate,  who  takes  the  title  and 
quality  of  prelident  and  generalif- 
fimo  of  the  forces  of  Hayti,  both 
by  land  and  fea :  every  other  de¬ 
nomination  is  for  ever  profcribed 
in  Hayti.  Secondly,  of  a  council 
of  Hate.  t 

The  government  of  Hayti  takes 
the  title,  and  will  be  known  by 
the  denomination  of  ((  The  State 
of  Hayti. ** 

7.  The  conftitution  names  the 
general  in  chief,  Henry  Chrif- 
tophe,  prefident  and  generalilfimo 
of  the  forces,  both  by  land  and 
fea,  of  the  State  of  Hayti, 

8.  The 
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8.  The  truft  of  prefident  and 
generaliffimo  of  the  forces  is  for 
life. 

9.  The  Prefident  has  the  right 
to  choofe  his  fucceiTor,  but  only 
from  among  the  generals,  and  in 
the  manner  hereafter  preferibed. 
This  choice  mult  be  fecret  and  con¬ 
tained  in  a  fealed  packet,  which 
fiaall  be  opened  only  by  the  Coun- 
©il  of  State,  folemnly  affembledfor 
that  purpofe.  The  Prefident  {hall 
take  all  neceffary  precautions  for 
informing  the  Council  of  State 
where  this  packet  {hall  be  depo- 
fited. 

10.  The  armed  force  {hall  be 
under  the  diredlion  of  the  Prefi¬ 
dent,  as  alfo  the  adminillration  of 
the  finances. 

1 1 .  The  Prefident  has  the  power 
fo  make  treaties  with  foreign  na¬ 
tions,  as  well  for  the  purpofe  of 
eftabliihing  commercial  relations 
as  to  fecure  the  independence  of 
the  fiate. 

12.  He  is  to  conclude  peace, 
and  to  declare  war,  to  maintain 
the  rights  of  the  people  of  Hayti. 

13.  He  has  alfo  the  right  to 
confider  of  the  means  of  favouring, 
and  increafing  the  population  of 
the  country. 

14.  He  is  to  propofe  the  laws 
to  the  Council  of  State,  who  after 
having  adopted  them,  and  drawn 
them  up,  fend  them  back  to  him, 
for  his  fanftion,  without  which 
they  cannot  be  executed, 

15.  The  appointments  of  the 
Prefident  are  fixed  at  40,000  dol¬ 
lars  a  year. 

Title  III.  Of  the  Council  of 
State. 

16.  The  Council  of  State  is 
compofed  of  nine  members,  nomi¬ 
nated  by  the  Prefident,  of  which, 

at  leaft,.  two  thirds  are  to  be  ge¬ 
nerals  • 


17.  Thefunftions  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  State,  are  to  receive  the 
propositions  of  laws  from  the  Prefi¬ 
dent,  and  to  draw  them  up  in  the 
manner  they  may  judge  advifeabiej 
to  fix  the  amount  of  taxes,  and  the 
mode  of  collecting  them  ;  to  {auc¬ 
tion  the  treaties  concluded  by  the 
Prefident,  and  to  fix  upon  the 
mode  for  recruiting  the  army,  Ao 
account  fhall  be  prefented  to  them 
annually,  of  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penfes,  and  of  the  refources  of  the 
country. 

[The  fourth,  fifth,  and  fixtfi 
heads  refpeCl  the  appointment  of 
a  Superintendant  General  of  the 
Finances,  the  marine,  and  the  in¬ 
terior,  and  alfo  the  appointment  of 
a  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  tri¬ 
bunals.] 

Title  VII.  The  Catholic, 
Apoflolic,  and  Roman  religion,  is 
the  only  one  acknowledged  by  the 
government. 

The  excrcife  of  other  religions 
is  tolerated,  but  not  publicly. 

Title  VIII.  Public  education- 

There  fhall  be  eltablifhed  a  cen¬ 
tral  fchool  in  each  divifion,  and 
particular  fchoois  in  each  fubdL 
vifion. 

Title  IX.  Of  the  guarantee  of 
the  neighbouring  colonies. 

The  government  of  Hayti  de¬ 
clares  to  thofe  powers  who  have 
colonies  in  its  neighbourhood,  its 
fixed  determination  to  give  no 
difturbance  to  the  government  of 
thefe  colonies. 

The  people  of  Hayti  make  no 
conquefts  out  of  their  own  ifland, 
and  confine  themfelves  to  the  pre- 
fervation  of  their  own  territory. 

[Alter  thofe  nine  heads,  there 
follow  fome  general  regulations, 
the  principal  of  which  are  ;  that 
every  Haytian,  from  fixteen  to 
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fifty,  can  be  called  into  the  army, 
whenever  the  fafety  of  the  flate 
requires  it ;  that  the  government 
folemnly  guarantees  the  foreign 
merchants  the  fecurity  of  their 
perfons  and  properties;  divorce  is 
ftriCtly  forbidden  in  Hayti  ;  and 
agriculture,  which  is  declared  the 
molt  ancient,  the  molt  noble,  and 
the  molt  ufeful  of  all  the  arts,  is  to 
be  encouraged  and  protected.] 


Proclamation.  Henry  Chriflophe , 
PreJident  and  Generalifjimo  of  the 
Military  and  Naval  Forces  of 
the  State  of  Hayti ,  to  the  Army 
and  People . 

The  light  has  broken  in  upon  us, 
and  a  beneficent  conftitution  has 
put  an  end  to  the  plots  and  machi¬ 
nations,  of  which  you  were  on  the 
point  of  becoming  victims.  A 
wife  code,  adapted  to  our  man¬ 
ners,  ©ur  climate,  and  ©ur  cuftoms, 
has  fprung,  as  it  may  be  laid,  out 
of  chaos,  and  fixed  once  more  the 
deftinies  of  Hayti. 

Long  had  I  in  vain  fought  to 
prefen t  you  with  this  precious 
gift :  in  vain  did  I  alfemble  the 
diftriCts,  and  urge  them  to  fend 
deputies  to  Port-au-Prince,  to  give 
you  a  conftitution.  My  anxiety, 
inftead  of  being  followed  with  the 
defired  fuccefs,  only  operated  as  an 
additional  incitement  to  the  fac¬ 
tious,  to  pervert  the  public  opi¬ 
nion,  and  to  eftabiifti  a  conftitu¬ 
tion  favourable  to  their  interefts, 
and  thofe  of  their  adherents  ;  but 
as  hoftile  to  the  liberty  of  the 
people,  as  it  was  to  the  principles 
of  found  reafon. 

Feliow  citizens,  you  have  all 
been  witnelfes  to  the  purity  of  my 
views,  and  the  fincerity  of  my  in¬ 


tentions,  You  know  how  this  fin-f 
cerity  has  been  abufed,  by  the 
mifereants  who  fomented  revolt, 
and  kindled  civil  war.  Their  ef¬ 
forts  never  intimidated  me  for  a 
fingle  moment,  or  diverted  me 
from  my  defign  of  ferving  my 
country.  By  night  or  by  day  I 
have  never  ceafed  to  occupy  my- 
felf  in  providing  for  the  public 
fafety.  What  have  I  not  done  to 
effedf  it  ?  What  have  I  not  fuf- 
fered  in  counteracting  the  fecret 
wiles  and  plots  of  the  factious  ? 

I  have  always  been  in  the  midft 
of  you,  and  you  can  fay  whether 
my  condudl  has  ever  been  influ¬ 
enced,  or  my  honour  tarnifhed,  by 
ambition.  Invefted  with  the  fu- 
preme  power,  this  day,  by  the 
wifh  of  my  fellow-citizens  and  my 
companions  in  arms,  I  have  yield¬ 
ed  to  their  defires  :  and  I  have 
confented  to  bear  this  weighty  but 
honourable  burden,  becaufe  it  was 
their  with,  that  it  Ihould  be  en- 
trufted  to  my  hands,  and  becaufe  I 
am  willing  again  to  ferve  my 
country.  Happy  fhall  I  be  if  my 
efforts  are  crowned  with  fuccefs, 
and  if  they  tend  to  the  happinefs 
of  my  fellow-citizens ! 

But,  to  attain  this,  my  efforts 
alone  will  not  be  fufficient ! 

The  laws  and  conftitution  which 
have  juft  been  prefented*  to  you 
mu  ft  be  obferved.  It  provides 
for  the  religious  prefervation  of 
your  rights ;  it  fecures  to  every 
citizen  his  perfonal  liberty,  his 
right  of  property,  and  that  of  his 
family. 

The  fatal  confequences  of  the 
wars  in  which  we  have  been  en¬ 
gaged,  and  ftill  more  the  immoral 
example  held  out  to  us  by  the 
French,  had  almoft  deftroyed  every 
principle  of  religion.  The  moral 
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fyfterh  was  publicly  laughed  at, 
and  a  corrupted  youth  abandoned 
itfelf,  without  remorfe,  to  all  the 
licentioufnefs  of  its  age ;  public 
education  was  degraded,  and  con¬ 
fided  to  mercenary  indrudors.  It 
was  neeeflary  to  reltore  to  religion 
its  dignity — to  caufe  it  to  be  re- 
fpeded  and  chejrifhed.  It  was 
neeeflary  to  revive  morality,  to 
give  it  due  didindion  5  to  incul¬ 
cate  into  the  minds  of  youth  its 

•  V 

facred  principles,  and  thofe  of  ho¬ 
nour  alfo ;  in  fnort,  to  convince 
the  people,  that  without  religion 
and  morality,  human  fociety  could 
not  exid. 

Your  intereds  will  be  fecured 
to  you  by  proper  tribunals  :  the 
judgments  pronounced  by  their 
miniders  will  be  dictated  by  equity 
and  juftice.  It  remains  for  the 
people  of  Hayti  to  make  them- 
felves  didinguifhed  by  their  pro¬ 
bity  and  good  faith.  Eflentially 
a  trading  country,  as  well  from 
its  lituation  as  the  nature  of  the 
commodities  it  produces,  it  is  ne- 
cedary  that  it  fhould  attrad  the 
merchants  of  every  country  on  the 
globe,  both  by  its  equity  and  its 
produce. 

Trade  being  the  fource  of  all 
our  wealth,  it  is  important  that 
the  foreign  merchants  who  fre¬ 
quent  our  ports,  fhould  be  equally 
proteded  with  our  fellow-citizens  ; 
and  that  they  fhould  receive  all 
the  hofpitality  due  to  this  ufeful 
clafs  of  fociety. 

To  feed  this  trade-— to  give  it 
a  new  fpring — agriculture  muff  be 
profecuted  with  perfeverance  and 
vigour.  Placed  under  the  fined 
climate  of  the  world,  favoured  by 
nature  with  her  mod  precious  gifts, 
even  to  profufion,  the  hufbandman 
has  not  at  Hayti  to  contend  with 


the  rigour  of  a  frozen  dime,  or  to 
fortify  himfelf  againd  the  incle¬ 
mencies  of  the  feafons.  A  little 
labour  is  fuificient  to  enrich  him, 
and  to  place  him  on  a  level  with 
the  manufadurers  of  other  coun¬ 
tries.  Exert  yourfelves,  then, 
indudrious  cultivators,  to  fill  your 
warehoufes  with  the  produce  of 
our  fertile  foil.  Difplay  to  the 
eyes  of  the  merchants  of  Europe  all 
that  can  tempt  their  defires,  and 
you  will  foon  fee  your  trade  fiou- 
rifh  much  above  your  mod  fanguine 
expedations. 

After  having  re-edablilhed  reli¬ 
gion,  defeated  immorality,  redored 
manners,  and  encouraged  agricul¬ 
ture  and  trade,  we  (hall  have  dill 
great  labours  to  encounter.  We 
mud  not  negled  the  ufe  of  arms* 
The  enemy  watches  our  move¬ 
ments,  and  obferves  our  proceed¬ 
ings.  We  have  as  yet  no  guaran¬ 
tee  of  the  affedion  of  our  friends* 
We  mud  bind  the  latter  to  us  by 
treaties  ;  we  mud  be  ready  to 
meet  the  former  in  the  field. 
Abandoned  to  ourfeives,  our  re- 
fources  are  in  ourfeives.  They 
are  in  you,  foldiers,  who  are  ready 
generoufly  to  fpill  your  blood 
fooner  than  yield  to  a  haughty 
enemy  your  liberty,  which  is  the 
reward  of  your  courage!  They 
are  in  you,  inhabitants  and  induf- 
trious  cultivators,  from  whom  the 
date  derives  its  wealth !  It  ia 
your  union,  your  fubmidion  to  the 
laws,  which  are  to  be  the  cement 
and  bond  of  our  independence. 

The  line  of  politics  which  fo¬ 
reign  powers  will  pnrfue  with 
refped  to  us  is  not  yet  manifed  1 
whatever  it  may  be,  let  us  place 
ourfeives  in  fuch  a  fituation,  that 
without  holding  out  any  defiance 
to  them,  we  may,  at  the  fame 
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time,  haVte  nothing  to  dread  from 
thofe  who  may  entertain  hoftile 
intentions. 

Let  thofe  who  wifh  a  political 
connection  with  us,  or  who  would 
wifh  to  enjoy  the  advantage  of  our 
commerce,  find  an  equitable  reci¬ 
procity.  To  the  reft,  let  us  only 
offer  death  and  battle. 

At  the  fame  time  that  we  are 
occupied  with  thefe  thoughts,  let 
us  never  forget,  that  the  fafety  of 
a  free  people  is  beft  maintained  by 
arms.  Its  cultivation  employs  a 
part  of  our  fellow-citizens  ;  let  us 
remember  that  we  are  all  foldier% 
and  that  it  is  warlike  nations  alone 
who  have  been  able  to  preferve 
their  liberty.  Let  us  call  to  mind 
that  a  handful  of  Greeks,  devoted 
to  their  country,  confounded  the 
rage  of  a  million  of  barbarians, 
who  endeavoured  to  wreft  from 
them  their  liberty.  Let  us  fwear 
to  imitate  their  example :  let  us 
fwear  to  obferve  our  facred  confti- 
tution,  to  caufe  it  to  be  obferved, 
and  to  perifh  fooner  than  allow  it 
to  be  violated  in  the  fmalleft  de¬ 
gree. 

Publilhed  at  the  head-quarters 
at  the  Cape,  February  17,  1807. 
Henry  Christophe,  Pre¬ 
fid  ent. 

Rouanez,  Secretary  of  State. 

Commercial  Regulations  in  St.  Do - 
mingo . 

The  Council  of  State,  upon  the 
propofition  of  the  Prefident  and 
Generaliffimo  of  the  land  and  fea 
forces  of  the  illand  of  Hayti, 
ena&s  the  following  law. 

Art.  1.  From  the  ift  of  July 
next,  the  duty  of  10  per  cent,  laid 


by  the  firft  article  of  the  decree  -of 
the  2d  of  September,  1 806,  is  and 
ftiall  be  fufpended  upon  the  expor¬ 
tation  of  fugar,  cotton,  and  cocoa. 
It  (hall  only  be  retained  upon  cof¬ 
fee.  3.  It  {hall  hereafter  be  law¬ 
ful  for  veffels  of  every  defeription, 
foreigners  or  others,  freely  to  ex¬ 
port  fugar,  cotton,  and  cocoa ; 
npon  which  article  it  is  forbidden 
to  exadl  any  duty  whatever.  3. 
The  duty  of  one-fourth,  impofed 
upon  the  produce  raifed  by  the 
farmers  of  the  State,  by  the  fifth 
article  of  the  decree  relating  to  th$ 
mode  of  renting  the  national  do-^ 
mains  of  the  2 2d  December,  1794, 
{hall  be  hereafter  abolifhed.  4. 
The  farmers  of  the  State  {hall  be 
fubjeded  to  no  other  charges  thafe 
the  payment  of  the  rent  of  thefe 
farms.  5.  The  fuperintendant*- 
general  of  the  finances  is  ftri&ly 
enjoined  to  carry  the  above  intd 
execution. 

Done  at  the  Cape,  the  20th 
June,  1807,  fourth  year  of  inde¬ 
pendence. 

A.  Vernet,  Jean  Phillippi  Daux, 
Juge  Fleury,  Magny,  Secretary, 
Touiffant  Brave,  Raphael  Manuel, 
Paul  Remain,  Chairman,  Martial 
Breffe,  Jean  Baptifte.  We,  the 
Prefident  and  G-eneraliffimo  of  the- 
land  and  fea  forces  of  the  State  of 
Hayti,  have  fandtioned  and  do 
hereby  fandtion  the  prefent  law, 
and  diredf,  that  the  feal  of  the 
ftate  fhall  be  thereunto  affixed,  and 
that  the  fame  be  publilhed  and 
carried  into  execution  throughout- 
the  territory  of  Hayti. 

Given  at  the  Palace  at  the  Cape, 
21  ft  June,  1807,  fourth  year 
independence. 

Henry  Christophs. 
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Account  of  Dr.  Bentley  and  his 
Family . 

( From  Cumberland’ s  Memoirs  of  his 
oavn  Life.) 

OF  Dr.  Richard  Bentley,  my 
maternal  grandfather,  I  have 
perfect  recolle&ion.  His  perfon,  his 
dignity,  his  language,  and  his  love, 
fixed  my  early  attention,  and 
ftamped  both  his  image  and  his 
words  upon  my  memory.  His 
literary  works  are  known  to  all, 
his  private  chara&er  is  ftill  mifi. 
underftood  by  many  ;  to  that  I 
fiiall  confine  myfelf ;  and,  putting 
afide  the  enthufiafm  of  a  defcendant, 
I  can  aflfert,  with  the  veracity  of 
a  biographer,  that  he  was  neither 
cynical,  as  fome  have  reprefented 
him,  nor  overbearing  and  faftidious 
in  the  degree,  as  he  has  been  de- 
fcribed  by  many.  Swift,  when  he 
foifted  him  into  his  vulgar  Battle 
of  the  Books,  neither  lowers  Bent¬ 
ley's  fame,  nor  elevates  his  own  3 
and  the  petulant  Poet,  who  thought 
he  had  hit  his  manner,  when  he  made 
him  haughtily  call  to  Walker  for 
his  hat ,  gave  a  copy  as  little  like 
the  character  of  Bentley  ,  as  his 
tranflation  is  like  the  original  of 
Homer.  That  Dr.  Walker,  vice- 
mailer  of  Trinity-college,  was  the 
friend  of  my  grandfather,  and  a 


frequent  guell  at  his  table,  is  true  % 
but  it  was  not  in  Dr.  Bentley's 
nature  to  treat  him  with  contempt* 
nor  did  his  harmlefs  charader  in- 
fpire  it.  As  for  the  hat ,  I  mult 
acknowledge  it  was  of  formidable 
dimenfions,  yet  I  was  accuflomed 
to  treat  it  with  great  familiarity  $ 
and  if  it  had  ever  been  farther  from 
the  hand  of  its  Owner  than  the  peg£ 
upon  the  back  of  his  great  arm-* 
chair,  I  might  have  been  difpatched 
to  fetch  it,  for  he  was  dlfabled  by 
the  palfy  in  his  latter  days ;  but 
the  hat  never  ftrayed  from  its 
place;  and  Pope  found  an  office 
for  Walker  that  I  can  well  be¬ 
lieve  he  was  never  commiffioned 
to  in  his  life. 

I  had  a  filler  fotneWhat  elder 
than  myfelf.  Had  there  been  any 
of  that  flernnefs  in  my  grandfather 
which  is  fo  falfely  imputed  to  him, 
it  may  well  be  fuppofed  we  fhould 
have  been  awed  into  filence  in  his 
prefence,  to  which  we  were  admit** 
ted  every  day.  Nothing  can  be 
farther  from  the  truth  ;  he  was 
the  unwearied  patron  and  promoter 
of  all  ourchildifh  fports  andfallies  3 
at  all  times  ready  to  detach  himfelf 
from  any  topic  of  converfation  to 
take  an  intereft  and  bear  his  part  in 
our  amufements.  The  eager  cu- 
*  Y  %  liofity 
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riofity  natural  to  our  age,  and  the 
queftions  itgavebirth  to,  fo  teazing 
to  many  parents,  he,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  attended  to  and  encouraged, 
as  the  claims  of  infant  reafon  never 
to  be  evaded  or  abufed;  ftrongly 
recommending,  that  to  all  fuch 
enquiries  anfwer  (hould  be  given 
according  to  the  ftri&eft  truth,  and 
information  dealt  to  us  in  the 
cleared;  terms,  as  afacred  duty  never 
to  be  departed  from.  1  have 
broken  in  upon  him  many  a  time 
in  his  hours  of  ftudy,  when  he 
would  put  his  book  afide,  ring  his 
hand-bell  for  his  fervant,  and  be  led 
to  his  (helves  to  take  down  a  pic¬ 
ture-book  for  my  amufement.  I 
do  not  fay  that  his  good-nature 
always  attained  its  object,  as  the 
pictures  which  his  books  generally 
iupplied  me  with  were  anatomical 
drawings  of  dilTeCted  bodies,  very 
little  calculated  to  communicate 
delight  ;  but  he  had  nothing  bet¬ 
ter  to  produce  ;  and  furely  fuch  an 
effort  on  his  part,  however  uufuc- 

cefsful,  was  no  feature  of  a  cynic : 

*  # 

a  cynic  Jhould  be  ?nade  of  flerner fluff. 
I  have  had  from  him,  at  times, 
whilft  (landing  at  his  elbow,  a 
complete  and  entertaining  nar¬ 
rative  of  his  fchool-boy  days,  with 
the  characters  of  his  different  mailers 
very  humouroufly  difplayed,  and 
the  punifhments  defcribed  which 
they  at  times  would  wrongfully 
infliCi  upon  him  for  feeming  to  be 
idle  and  regardlefs  of  his  talk, 
(i  When  the  dunces/'  he  would  fay, 
i(  could  not  difcover  that  I  was 
pondering  it  in  ray  mind,  and  fixing 
it  more  firmly  in  my  memory,  than 
if  I  had  been  bawling  it  out 
amongft  the  reft  of  my  fchool-fel- 
Ipws.” 

Once,  and  only  once,  I  re¬ 
coiled  bis  giving  me  a  gentle  re¬ 


buke  for  making  a  mod  outrageous 
noife  in  the  room  over  his  library, 
and  difturbing  him  in  his  ftudies  ; 
I  had  no  apprehenfion  of  anger  from 
him,  and  confidently  anfwered  that 
I  could  not  help  it,  as  I  have  been 
at  battledoor  and  fhuttlecock  with 
Mafter  Gooch,  the  Bilhop  of  Ely's 
fon.  ((  And  I  have  been  at  this  fport 
with  his  father, ’*  he  replied  ;  “  but 
thine  has  been  the  more  amufing 
game  ;  fo  there's  no  harm  done.’* 
Thefe  are  puerile  ancedotes,  but 
my  hiftory  itfelf  is  only  in  its  non¬ 
age  ;  and  even  thefe  will  ferve  is 
fome  degree  to  eftablifh  what  I  af¬ 
firmed,  and  prefent  his  charaCler  ia 
thofe  mild  and  unimpofing  lights, 
which  may  prevail  with  thofe  who 
know  him  only  as  a  critie  and  con- 
troverfiaiift — As 

,c  Slaving  Bentley  with  his  defperatk 
hook,*’ 

to  reform  and  foften  their  opinions 
of  him. 

He  recommended  it  as  a  very  e fi¬ 
fe  ntial  duty  in  parents  to  be  parti¬ 
cularly  attentive  to  the  firft  dawn- 
ings  of  reafon  in  their  children 
and  his  own  practice  was  the  belt 
illuftration  of  his  doCtrine  ;  for  he 
was  the  moft  patient  hearer,  and 
mod  favourable  interpreter,  of  firft 
attempts  at  argument  and  mean¬ 
ing  that  I  ever  knew.  When  I 
was  rallied  by  my  mother  for  round¬ 
ly  afferting  that  I  never  Jlef>ty  I  re¬ 
member  full  well  his  calling  on  me 
to  account  for  it ;  and  when  I  ex¬ 
plained  it  by  faying  I  never  knew 
myfeif  to  be  alleep,  and  therefore 
fuppofed  I  never  flept  at  all,  he 
gave  me  credit  for  my  defence,  and 
(aid  to  my  mother,  “  Leave  your 
boy  in  polfeffion  of  his  opinion  ;  he 
has  as  clear  a  conception  o (  deep, 
and  at  leaft  as  comfortable  a  one, 

as 
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as  the  philofophers  who  puzzle 
their  brains  about  it,  and  do  not 
reft  fo  well.” 

Though  Biihop  Lowth,  in  the 
flippancy  of  controverfy,  called  the 
author  of  The  Philoleutherus  Lip - 
jienjis,  and  detector  of  Phalaris, 
aut  Caprimulgus  ant  fojfor ,  his  ge¬ 
nius  has  produced  thofe  living  wit- 
nefles  that  mult  for  ever  put  that 
charge  to (hanie  and  ftlence.  Againft 
fuch  idle  ill-confidered  words,  now 
dead  as  the  language  they  were 
conveyed  in,  the  appeal  is  near 
at  hand  ;  it  lies  no  farther  of  than 
to  his  works,  and  they  are  upon 
every  reading-man’s  {helves  ;  but 
thofe  who  would  have  looked  into 
his  heart  ftiould  have  ftepped  into 
his  houfe,  andfeen  him  in  his  private 
and  domeftic  hours  ;  therefore  it 
is  that  I  adduce  thefe  little  anec¬ 
dotes  and  trilling  incidents,  which 
defcribe  the  man,  but  leave  the  au¬ 
thor  to  defend  himfelf. 

His  ordinary  ftyle  of  converfa- 
tion  was  naturally  lofty,  and  his 
frequent  ufe  of  thou  and  thee  with 
his  familiars  carried  with  it  a-htind 
of  dictatorial  tone,  that  favoured5 
more  of  the  clofet  than  the  court ; 
this  is  readily  admitted,  and  this 
on  fir  ft  approaches  might  mifiead 
a  ftrariger  ;  but  the  native  candour 
and  inherit  tendernefs  of  this  heart 
could  not  long  be  veiled  from  ob~ 
fervationf  for  his  feelings  and  a  fi¬ 
fed!  ons  were  at  once  too  impulfive 
to  be  long  reprefied,  and  he  too 
carelefs  of  concealment  to  attempt 
at  qualifying  them.  Such  was  his 
fenfibility  towards  human  fufferingsj 
that  it  became  a  duty  with  his 
family  to  divert  the  converfation 
from  all  topics  of  that  fort;  and  if 
he  touched  upon  them  himfelf,  he 
Was  betrayed  into  agitations,  which 
if  the  reader  aferibes  to  paralytic 


#  3S& 

weaknefs,  he  will  very  greatly  mif- 
take  a  man,  who  to  the  laft  hour 
ofhis  life  poflefled  his  faculties  firm, 
and  in  their  fulleft  vigour,  1 
therefore  bar  all  fuch  mifinterpre- 
tations  as  may  attempt  to  fet  the 
mark  of  infirmity  upon  thofe  emo¬ 
tions,  which  had  no  other  fource 
and  origin  but  in  the  natural  and 
pure  benevolence  of  his  heart. 

He  was  communicative  to  all 
without  diftindion  that  fought  in- 
formation,  or  reforted  to  him  for  af- 
fiftance  ;  fond  of  his  college  almoft 
to  enthufiafm,  and  ever  zealous  for 
the  honour  of  the  purple  gown  of 
Trinity.  When  he  held  examina¬ 
tions  for  fellowfhips,  and  the  mo- 
deft  candidate  exhibited  marks  of 
agitations  and  alarm,  he  never  fail¬ 
ed  to  interpret  candidly  of  fuch 
fymptoms  ;  and  on  thofe  occafions 
he  was  never  known  to  prefs  the 
hefitating  and  embarrafled  exa¬ 
minant,  but  oftentimes  on  the 
contrary  would  take  all  the  pains 
of  expounding  on  himfelf,  and  credit 
the  exonerated  candidate  foranfvvers 
and  interpretations  of  his  own  fug- 
gefting.  If  this  was  not  rigid  juf- 
tice,  it  was,  at  leaft  in  my  concep¬ 
tion  of  it,  fomething  better,  and 
more  amiable.  And  how  liable  he 
was  to  deviate  from  the  ftrid  liiee 
of  juftice,  by  his  partiality  to  the 
fide  of  mercy,  appears  from  the 
anecdote  of  the  thief,  who  robbed 
him  of  his  plate,  and  was  feized 
and  brought  before  him  with  the 
very  articles  upon  him  :  the  na¬ 
tural  procefs  in  this  man's  cafe 
pointed  out  the  road  to  prifon  ; 
my  grandfather’s  procefs  was  more 
fummary,  but  not  quite  fo  legal. 
While  Commiflary  Greaves,  who 
was  then  prefen t,  and  of  counfel  for 
the  college  ex  officio,  was  expatiating 
on  the  crime,  and  preferring  the 
s  Y  3  meafurc® 


*26* 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1807. 


meafares  obvioufty  to  be  taken 
with  the  offender.  Dr.  Bentley 
interpofed,  faying,  “  Why  tell 
the  man  he  is  a  thief  f?  he  knows 
that  well  enough,  without  thy  in¬ 
formation,  Greaves.— Harkye,  fel¬ 
low,  thou  iee’ft  the  trade  which 
thou  had;  taken  up  is  an  unprofitable 
trade,  therefore  get  thee  gone,  lay 
afide  an  occupation  by  which  thou 
can’ll;  gain  nothing  but  a  halter, 
and  follow  that  by  which  thou 
may’ll  earn  an  honell  livelihood.” 
Having  faid  this,  he  ordered  him  to 
be  fet  at  liberty,  againll  the  re- 
inonftrances  of  the  byerftanders ; 
?md,  infilling  upon  it  that  the 
fellow  was  duly  penitent  for  his 
offence,  bade  him  go  his  way,  and 
never  fteal  again. 

I  leave  it  with  thofe,  who  con- 
lider  mercy  as  one  of  man’s  bell 
attributes,  to  fuggeft  a  plea  for  the 
informality  of  this  proceeding ; 
£nd  to  fuch  I  will  communicate  one 
other  anecdote,  which  I  do  not  de¬ 
liver  upon  my  own  knowledge, 
though  from  unexceptionable  au¬ 
thority  ;  and  this  is,  that,  when 
Collins  had  fallen  into  decay  of  cir- 
cumllances,  Dr.  Bentley,  fufpe&ing 
he  had  written  him  out  of  credit  by 
his  Philoleutherus  Lipjtenjls  fecretly 
contrived  to  adminifter  to  the  ne- 
Celfities  of  his  baffled  opponent,  in 
a  manner  that  did  no  lefs  credit 
to  his  delicacy  than  to  fiis  liberar 
lity. 

A  morofe  and  overbearing  man 
will  find  himfelf  a  folitary  being  in 
creation  ;  Dr.  Bentley,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  had  many  intimates.  Judi¬ 
cious  in  forming  his  friendlhips,  he 
was  faithful  in  adhering  to  them. 
With  Sir  Ifaac Nekton,  Dr.  Mead, 
Dr.  Wallis,  of  Stamford,  Baron 
jSpanheim,  the  lamented  Roger 
Cotes,  and  feYeral  other  dillin- 
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guifhed  and  illuftrious  contempo¬ 
raries,  he  lived  on  terms  of  unin¬ 
terrupted  harmony ;  and  I  have 
good  authority  for  faying,  that  it 
is  to  his  intereft  and  importunity 
with  Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  that  the 
ineftimable  publication  of  the  Prin- 
eipia  was  ever  refolved  upon  by 
that  truly  great  and  luminous 
philofopher.  Newton’s  portrait 
by  Sir  James  Thornhill,  and  thofe 
of  Baron  Spanheim  and  my  grand¬ 
father  by  the  fame  hand,  now 
hanging  in  the  Mailer’s  lodge  of 
Trinity,  were  the  bequeft  of  Dr. 
Bentley.  I  was  poffeffed  of  letters 
in  Sir  Ifaac’s  own  hand  to  my 
grandfather,  which,  together  with 
the  corrected  volume  of  Biftiop 
Cumberland’s  Lawns  of  Nature, 
I  lately  gave  to  the  library  of 
that  flourifhing  and  illuftrious  col* 
lege. 

His  domeftic  habits,  when  I 
knew  him,  were  ftill  thofe  of  unaba¬ 
ted  ftudv.  He  flept  in  the  room 
adjoining  to  his  library,  and  was 
never  with  his  family  till  the  hour 
of  dinner  ;  at  th.efe  times  he  feemed 
to  have  detached  himfelf  moft.  com¬ 
pletely  from  his  ftudies ;  never 
appearing  thoughtful  and  abftraft- 
ed,  but  focial,  gay,  and  poffeffing 
perfect  ferenity  of  mind  and  equa¬ 
bility  of  temper.  He  never  dic¬ 
tated  topics  of  converfation  to  the 
company  he  was  with,  but  took 
them  up  as  they  came  in  his  way, 
and  was  a  patient  liftener  to  other 
people’s  difcourfe,  however  trivial 
or  uninterefting  it  might  be. 
When  The  Spectators  were  in  pub¬ 
lication,  I  have  heard  my  mother 
fay  he  took  great  delight  in  hear¬ 
ing  them  read  to  him,  and  was 
fo  particularly  amufed  by  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  Sir  Roger  de  Coverley, 
that  he  took  his  literary  deceafe 
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ssioft  fertoufly  to  heart.  She  alfo 
told  me  that,  when  in  converfation 
With  him  on  the  fubjed  of  his 
works,  fhe  found  occafion  to  lament 
that  he  had  bellowed  fo  great  a 
a  portion  of  his  time  and  talents 
upon  criticifm,  inliead  of  employing 
them  upon  original  compolition,  he 
acknowledged  the  jullice  of  her  re¬ 
gret  with  extreme  fenfibility,  and 
remained  for  a  confiderable  time 
thoughtful,  and  feemingly  embar- 
ralfed  by  the  nature  of  her  remark  ; 
at  laft,  recollecting  himfelf,  he  faid. 
Child,  I  am  fenfible  I  have  not 
always  turned  my  talents  to  the 
proper  ufe  for  which  I  fhould  pre¬ 
fume  they  were  given  to  me  ;  yet 
I  have  done  fomething  for  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  my  God,  and  the  edifica¬ 
tion  of  my  fellow-creatures ;  but 
the  wit  and  genius  of  thofe  old 
heathens  beguiled  me ;  and,  as  I 
defpaired  of  railing  myfelf  up  to 
their  fiandard  upon  fair  ground,  I 
thought  the  only  chance  I  had  of 
looking  over  their  heads  was  to  get 
Upon  their  {boulders,* * 

Of  his  pecuniary  affairs  he  took 
no  account ;  he  had  no  ufe  for  mo¬ 
ney,  and  difmifled  it  entirely  from 
his  thoughts  :  his  eftablifhment  in 
the  mean  time  was  refpedable,  and 
his  table  affluently  and  hofpitably 
ferved.  All  thefe  matters  were 
conduced  and  arranged  in  the  bell 
manner  poffible  by  one  of  the  bell 
women  living  ;  for  fuch,  by  the 
teftimony  of  all  who  knew  her, 
was  Mrs,  Bentley,  daughter  of  Sir 
John  Bernard,  of  Brampton,  in 
Huntingdonlhire,  a  family  of  great 
opulence  and  refpedability,  allied 
to  the  Croimvells  and  Saint  Johns, 
and,  by  intermarriages,  connected 
with  other  great  and  noble  houfes. 
I  have  perfed  recollection  of  the 
perfon  ol  my  grandmother,  and  a 
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full  imprefiion  of  her  manners  and 
habits,  which,  though  in  forne  de^ 
gree  tindured  with  hereditary  re- 
ferve,  and  the  primitive  call  of  cha¬ 
racter,  were  entirely  free  from  the 
hypocritical  cant  and  affeded  fanc- 
tity  of  the  Oliverians.  Her  whole 
life  was  modelled  on  the  pur  ell 
principles  of  piety,  benevolence, 
and  Chriftian  charity  ;  and,  in  her 
dying  moments,  my  mother  being 
prefen  t,  and  voucher  of  the  fad, 
fhe  breathed  out  her  foul  in  a  beati¬ 
fic  vilion,  exclaiming  in  rapture,  as 
fhe  expired,  It  is  all  bright ,  it  is  a  l 
glorious  / 

I  was  frequently  called  upon  by 
her  to  repeat  certain  fcriptural  texts 
and  paffages,  which  fhe  had  taught 
me,  and  for  which  I  feldom  failed  to 
be  rewarded,  but  by  which  I  was 
alfo  frequently  moll  completely 
puzzled  and  bewildered  :  fo  that 
I  much  doubt  if  the  good  effeds  of 
this  pradice  upon  immature  and 
infantine  underllandings  will  be 
found  to  keep  pace  with  the  good 
intentions  of  thofe  who  adopt  it. 
One  of  thefe  holy  apophthegms, 
viz.  The  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  in  every 
place ,  beholding  the  evil  and  the  good9 
I  remember  to  have  coll  me  many 
a  llruggle  to  interpret  ;  and  the  re- 
fult  of  my  conli  rudion  was  diredly 
oppolite  to  the  fpirit  and  meaning 
of  the  text.  I  was  alfo  occalionally 
fummoned  to  attend  upon  the  read* 
ings  of  long  fermons  and  homilies 
of  Baxter,  as  I  believe,  and  others 
of  his  period  ;  neither  by  thefe  was 
I  edified,  but,  on  the  contrary,  fo 
elFedually  wearied,  that,  by  noifes 
and  interruptions,  I  feldom  failed 
to  render  myfelf  obnoxious,  and 
obtain  my  difmilfion  before  the 
reading  was  over.  The  death  of 
this  exemplary  lady  preceded  that 
of  my  grandfather  by  a  few  years 
*  Y  4  only  ; 
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°nly  ;  and  by  . her  he  had  one  fon, 
Richard,  and  two  daughters,  Eli¬ 
zabeth  and  Joanna. 

Richard  was  a  man  of  various 
~*md  confiderable  accomplilhments ; 
Jie  had  a  fine  genius,  great  wit, 
and  a  brilliant  imagination ;  he 
had  alfo  the  manners  and  addrefs 
of  a  perfed  gentleman,  but  there 
was  a  certain  eccentricity  and  want 
of  worldly  prudence  in  my  uncle’s 
character,  that  involved  him  in 
diftreftes,  and  reduced  him  to  fix¬ 
ations  uncongenial  with  his  feel¬ 
ings,  and  unpropitious  to  the  cul¬ 
tivation  and  encouragement  cf  his 
talents.  His  connexion  with  Mr. 
Horace  Walpole,  the  late  Lord 
Orford,  had  too  much  of  the  bitter 
of  dependance  in  it  to  be  gratifying 
to  the  tafie  of  a  man  of  his  fpirit 
and  fenfibility ;  the  one  could  not 
be  abjeft,  and  the  other,  I  fufped, 
was  not  by  nature  very  liberal  and 
large-minded.  They  carried  on, 
for  a  long  time,  a  fickly  kind  of 
friendfhip,  which  had  its  hot  fits 
2nd  its  cold ;  was  fufpended  and 
renewed,  but  1  believe  never  to* 
tally  broken  and  avowedly  laid 
?fide.  Walpole  had  by  nature  a 
propenfity,  and  by  conftitution  a 
plea,  for  being  captious  and  queru- 
lential,  for  he  was  a  martyr  to  the 
gout.  He  wrote  profe  and  pub- 
lifhed  it  ;  he  compofed  verfes  and 
circulated  them  ;  and  was  an  au¬ 
thor,  who  feemed  to  play  at  hide 
end feek  with  the  public.  There 
was  amyfterious  air  of  confequence 
in  his  private  eftahlifhment  of  a 
domeftic  printing  prefs,  that  feemed 
to  augur  great  things,  but  per¬ 
formed  little.  Walpole  was  al¬ 
ready  an  author  with  no  great 
claims  to  excellence  ■  Bentley  had 
thofe  powers  in  embryo,  that  would 
jigve  enabled  him  to  excel.,  but 


fubmitted  to  be  the  proje&or  of 
Gothic  embellifhments  for  Straw¬ 
berry-hill,  and  humble  defigner  of 
drawings  to  ornaments  a  thin  folio 
of  a  meagre  coileHion  of  odes  by 
Gray,  the  moft  coftive  of  poets,, 
edited  at  the  Walpolian  prefs.  In 
one  of  thefe  defigns  Bentley  has 
perfonified  himfelf  as  a  monkey, 
fitting  under  a  withered  tree  with 
his  pallet  in  his  hand,  while  Gray 
repofes  under  the  fhade  of  a  fiourifh- 
ing  laurel  in  all  the  dignity  of 
learned  eafe.  Such  a  detign,  with 
figures  fo  contrafted,  might  flat¬ 
ter  Gray,  and  gratify  the  trivial 
tafie  of  Walpole  ;  but,  in  my  poor 
opinion,  it  is  a  fatire  in  copper 
plate,  and  my  uncle  has  moft  com¬ 
pletely  libelled  both  his  poet  and 
his  patron  without  intending  fo  to 
do. 

Elizabeth  Bentley,  eldeft  daugh¬ 
ter  of  her  father,  fir  ft  married  Hum¬ 
phry  Ridge,  Efq.  and  after  his  de¬ 
cease  the  Rev.  Dr.  Fa  veil,  fellow 
of  Trinity  College,  and  after  his 
marriage  with  my  aunt,  Reftor  of 
Witton,  near  Huntingdon,  in  the 
gift  ofSir  John  Bernard,  of  Bramp¬ 
ton.  She  was  an  honourable  and 
excellent  lady  ;  I  had  caufe  to  love 
her  and  lament  her  death.  She 
inherited  the  virtues  and  benignity 
of  her  mother,  with  habits  more 
adapted  to  the  f'afhions  of  the  world. 

Joanna,  the  younger  of  Dr  Bent¬ 
ley’s  daughters,  and  the  Phoebe  of 
Byron’s  paftoral,  was  my  mother. 
I  will  not  violate  the  allegiance  I 
have  vowed  to  truth,  in  giving  any 
other  charatfter  oilier  than  what  in 
confcience  I  regard  as  juft  and 
faithful.  She  had  a  vivacity  of 
fancy  and  a  ftrength  of  intellect,  in 
which  few  were  her  fuperiors  :  fhe 
read  much,  remembered  well,  and 
difeerned  acutely ;  I  never  knew  the 
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perfon  who  could  better  embellilh 
any  fubjed  (he  was  upon,  or  ren¬ 
der  common  incidents  more  enter¬ 
taining  by  the  happy  art  of  relating 
them  ;  her  invention  was  fo  fertile, 
her  ideas  fo  original,  and  the  points 
of  humour  fo  ingenioully  and  un¬ 
expectedly  taken  up  in  the  progrefs 
of  her  narrative,  that  (he  never 
failed  to  accomplifh  all  the  pur- 
pofes  which  the  gaiety  of  her  ima¬ 
gination  could  lay  itfelf  out  for  : 
(he  had  a  quick  intuition  into  cha- 
raders,  and  a  faculty  of  marking 
out  the  ridiculous,  when  it  came 
within  her  view,  which  of  force  I 
muft  confefs  (he  made  rather  too 
frequent  ufe  of.  Her  focial  powers 
were  brilliant,  but  not  uniform, 
for  on  fome  occalionsfhe  would  per- 
fift  in  a  determined  taciturnity,  to 
the  regret  of  the  company  prefent ; 
and  at  other  times  would  lead  off 
in  her  bed  manner,  when,  perhaps, 
none  were  prefent  who  could  tafte 
the  fpirit  and  amenity  of  her  hu- 
jnour.  There  hardly  paffed  a  day 
in  which  (he  failed  to  devote  a 
portion  of  her  time  to  the  reading 
of  the  Bible  ;  and  her  comments 
and  expofitions  might  have  merited 
the  attention  of  the  wife  and 
learned.  Though  ftridly  pious, 
there  was  no  gloom  in  her  religion  ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  fuch  was  the 
happy  faculty  which  (he  poffeffed, 
of  making  every  dodrine  pleafant, 
every  duty  fweet,  that  what  fome 
inftrudors  would  have  reprefented 
as  a  burden  and  a  yoke,  (he  con¬ 
trived  to  recommend  as  a  recreation 
and  delight.  All  that  fon  can  owe 
to  parent,  ordifciple  to  his  teacher, 
I  owe  to  her. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Cumberland’s 
admiffion  at  Trinity  College,  he 
fays,  (( In  that  period  my  (lock  of 
books  was  but  Bender*  till  Dr. 
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Richard  Bentley  had  the  goodnefs 
to  give  me  a  valuable  parcel  of  my 
grandfather’s  books  and  papers, 
containing  his  correfpondence  with 
many  of  the  foreign  literati  upon 
points  of  criticifm,  fome  letters 
from  Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  a  pretty 
large  body  of  notes  for  an  edition 
of  Lucan’s  Pharfalia  which  I  gave 
to  my  uncle  Bentley,  and  were  pub- 
lifhed  under  his  infpedion  by  Dod- 
(ley  at  Mr.  Walpole’s  prefs,  with 
fundryother  manufcripts,  and  a  con- 
(iderable  number  of  Greek  and 
Latin  books,  rnoftly  collated  by 
him,  and  their  margins  filled  with 
alterations,  and  corredfions  in  his 
own  hand,  neatly  and  legibly  writ¬ 
ten  in  a  very  fmall  character.  The 
poffefiion  of  thefe  books  was  moll 
gratifying  and  acceptable  to  me  ; 
fome  few  of  them  were  extremely 
rare,  and  in  the  hiftory  I  have  given 
in  The  Obfervers  of  the  Greek  wri¬ 
ters,  more  particularly  of  the  Comic 
Poets  now  loft,  I  have  availed  my- 
felf  of  them,  and  lam  vain  enough 
to  believe  no  fuch  colle&ion  of  the 
fcattered  extracts,  anecdotes,  and 
remains  of  thofe  dramatifts  is  any 
where  elfe  to  be  found.  The  donor 
of  thefe  books  was  the  nephew  of 
my  grandfather,  and  inherited  by 
will  the  whole  of  his  library, 
which  at  his  death  was  fold  by 
auftion  in  Leicefterftiire,  where  he 
redded  in  his  latteryears  on  his  rec¬ 
tory  of  Naiiftone  ;  he  was  himfelf 
no  inconfiderable  colle&or  ;  and  it 
is  much  to  be  regretted  that  his 
executors  took  this  method  of  dif- 
pofing  of  his  books,  by  which  they 
became  difperfed  in  fmall  lots 
among  many  country  purchafers, 
who  probably  did  not  know  their 
value.  He  was  an  accurate  col¬ 
lator,  and  for  his  judgment  in 
editions  much  reforted  to  by  Dr. 

Mead, 
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Mead,  with  whom  he  lived  in 
great  intimacy.  During  the  time 
that  he  refided  in  college,  for  he 
was  one  of  the  fenior  fellows  of 
Trinity,  he  gave  me  every  pof- 
fible  proof,  not  only  in  this  in- 
flance  of  his  donation,  but  in 
many  others,  of  his  favour  and 
prote&ion.” 


Memoirs  of  Dr.  Douglas ,  the  late 
B  ijhop  of  Salijlury. 

( By  his  Sou.J 

THE  late  Dr.  John  Douglas, 
Bilhop  of  Salifbury,  was  born  in 
1721  ;  and  was  the  fon  of  Mr. 
Archibald  Douglas,  a  refpe&able 
merchant  of  the  port  of  Pitten- 
ween,  in  Fifefhire.  His  grand¬ 
father  (who  was  a  younger  brother 
of  the  family  of  Douglas  of  Tallin 
tfuilljj  one  of  the  oldeft  branches 
of  the  Houfe  of  Douglas  now  in 
exiilence)  was  an  eminent  Clergy¬ 
man  of  the  Epifcopal  Church  of 
Scotland,  and  the  immediate  fuc* 
ceflfor  of  Bp.  Burnet  in  the  living 
of  Salten  in  Eaft  Lothian ;  from 
which  preferment  he  was  ejedled 
at  the  Revolution,  when  Prefby- 
terianifm  was  eftabliflied  in  Scot¬ 
land.  The  Bilhop  was,  for  fome 
years,  at  School  at  Dunbar.  In 
3736  he  was  entered  a  Commoner 
of  St.  Mary-Hall,  and  remained 
there  till  1738,  when  he  removed 
to  Baliol  college,  on  being  eledled 
an  exhibitioner  on  Bilhop  War¬ 
mer’s  foundation.  In  1741,  he 
took  his  Bachelor’s  degree ;  and  in 
1742,  in  order  to  acquire  a  faci¬ 
lity  of  fpeaking  French,  he  went 
abroad,  and  remained  for  fome  time 
at  Montreal  in  Picardy,  and  after¬ 
wards  at  Ghent  in  Flanders.  On 
hU  return  to  College,  in  j  743,  he 


took  his  Mailer’s  degree  5  and, 
having  been  ordained  Deacon  in^ 

1744,  he  was  appointed  to  officiate 
as  Chaplain  to  the  third  Regiment 
of  Foot-guards,  which  he  joined 
when  ferving  with  the  Combined 
Army  in  Flanders.  During  the 
time  he  filled  this  fituation,  he  em¬ 
ployed  himfelf  chiefly  in  the  ftudy 
of  modern  languages.  He  was  not 
an  ina&ive  fpediator  of  the  battle 
of  Fontenoy,  which  took  place  on 
the  29th  of  April,  1745,  on  which 
occalion,  he  was  employed  in  car- 
rying  orders  from  General  Campbell 
to  the  Englilh  who  guarded  the 
village  in  which  he  and  the  other 
Generals  were  ftationed.  He  re¬ 
turned  to  England  in  September 

1745,  with  that  detachment  of  the 

army  which  had  been  ordered  home 
on  the  breaking-out  of  the  Rebel¬ 
lion  ;  and,  having  no  longer  any 
connexion  with  the  guards,  he  went 
back  to  Baliol  college,  where  he 
was  elefted  one  of  the  Exhibi¬ 
tioners  on  Mr.  Snell’s  foundation* 
In  1747,  he  was  ordained  pried, 
and  became  curate  of  Tilehurfl, 
near  Reading,  and  afterwards  of 
Dunftew,  in  Oxfordfliire,  where 
he  was  reflding,  when,  at  the  re¬ 
commendation  of  Dr.  Charles 
Stuart  and  Lady  Allen,  a  particu¬ 
lar  friend  of  the  Bilhop’s  mother, 
he  was  feledfed  by  Lord  Bath  as  4 
tutor  to  accompany  Lord  Pulteney 
on  his  travels.  Of  the  tour  which 
he  then  made  there  exifts  a  ma- 
nufcript  account  in  the  Bifhop’s 

hand-writing.  It  relates  princi¬ 
pally,  if  not  excluflvely,  to  the 
governments  and  political  rela¬ 
tions  of  the  feveral  countries 
through  which  he  pafled.  In 

OHober  1749,  he  returned  to 

England,  and  took  pofleffion  of 

the  free  chapel  of  Eaton  Conftan- 

tine. 
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tine,  and  the  donative  of  Upping- 
ton,  in  Shroplhire,  on  the  presen¬ 
tation  of  Lord  Bath.  In  Novem¬ 
ber  1750,  he  publilhed  his  firft  li¬ 
terary  work,  “  The  Vindication 
of  Milton"*  from  the  charge  of 
plagiarifm,  brought  againft  him  by 
Lauder.  In  the  fame  year  he  was 
prefented  by  Lord  Bath  to  the  vi¬ 
carage  of  High  Ercal,  in  Shrop- 
(hire,  and  vacated  Eaton  Conftan- 
tine.  He  only  relided  occafionally 
on  his  livings ;  and,  at  the  defire 
of  Lord  Bath,  took  a  houfe  in  a 
ilreet  contiguous  to  Bath-houfe, 
where  he  palled  the  winter  months. 
In  the  fummer  he  generally  accom¬ 
panied  Lord  Bath  in  his  excur- 
lions  to  Tunbridge,  Cheltenham, 
Shrewjfbury,  and  Bath,  and  in  his 
vifits  to  the  Duke  of  Cleveland, 
Lord  Lyttleton,  Sir  H.  Biding- 
field,  &c,  In  September  1752, 
he  married  Mifs  Dorothy  Perf- 
houfe,  filler  of  Richard  Perfhoufe, 
of  Reynold’s-hall,  near  Walfall, 
in  StafFordfhire ;  and  within  three 
months  became  a  widower.  In  the 
Spring  of  1754  he  publifhed  the 
‘  ‘  Criterion  of  M i racles,  5  5  in  the  form 
of  a  letter  to  an  anonymous  cor- 
refpondent,  lince  known  to  have 
been  Dr.  Adam  Smith.  In  1755 
he  wrote  a  pamphlet,  infilled 
“  An  Apology  for  the  Clergy,5* 
againft  the  Hutchinfonians,  Me- 
thodifts,  &c. ;  and,  Ihortly  after¬ 
wards,  another  pamphlet  in  titled, 
f*  The  Deftruftion  of  the  French 
foretold  by  Ezekiel,55  againft  the 
famefedls,  being  an  ironical  defence 
of  them  againft  the  attack  made  on 
them  in  the  former  pamphlet.  In 
1756  he  publilhed  his  firft  pamphlet 
againft  Archibald  Bower;  and,  in 
the  autumn  of  that  year,  a  pamphlet 
jntitled  “  a  ferious  Defence  of  the 
^.dminiftration/*  being  an  ironical 
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juftilication  of  their  introducing 
foreign  troops  to  defend  this  coun¬ 
try.  In  1757  he  publilhed  “  Bower 
and  Tillemont  compared.**  Within 
a  very  Ihort  time  afterwards,  “  A 
full  Confutation  of  Bower*s  Three 
Defences;’*  and,  in  the  fpring  of 
1758,  “The  complete  and  final 
Detection  of  Bower,’5  In  the 
Eafter  term  of  this  year  he  took 
his  doctor's  degree,  and  was  pre« 
fented  by  Lord  Bath  to  the  perpe¬ 
tual  curacy  of  Kenley,  in  Shrop- 
Ihire.  In  1759  he  publilhed  “  The 
Conduct  of  a  late  noble  Com¬ 
mander  candidly  conlidered,55  in 
defence  of  Lord  George  Sackville^ 
No  one  ever  knew  that  he  wrote 
this,  except  Millar  the  bookfeller, 
to  whom  he  made  a  prefent  of  the 
copy.  This  defence  of  Lord  George 
Sackville  was  fuggefted  folely  by 
the  attack  fo  unfairly  made  on  him 
by  Ruffhead,  before  it  could  pof- 
fibly  be  known  whether  he  really 
deferved  cenfure.  In  the  fame 
month  he  wrote  and  publilhed  “A 
Letter  to  Two  great  Men,  on  the 
Approach  of  Peace;55  a  pamphlet 
which  excited  great  attention,  and 
always  palled  for  having  been  writ¬ 
ten  by  Lord  Bath.  In  i7bohe  wrote 
the  Preface  to  the  Tranllation  of 
Hooke’s  Negotiations.  He  was 
this  year  appointed  one  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  chaplains.  In  1761  he  pub¬ 
lifhed  “  Seafonable  Hints  from  an 
honeft  Man,55  as  an  Expofition  of 
Lord  Bath’s  fentiments.  In  No¬ 
vember  1762,  he  was,  through  the 
intereft  of  Lord  Bath,  made  Canon 
of  Windfor.  In  December  of  that 
year,  on  the  day  on  which  the  pre¬ 
liminaries  of  peace  were  to  be 
taken  into  confederation  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  he  wrote  the  paper  called 
“  The  Sentiments  of  a  French¬ 
man/*  which  was  printed  on  a 

iheef. 
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fheet,  palled  on  the  walls  in  every 
part  of  London,  and  dillributed 
among  the  members  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  as  they  entered  the  Houfe. 
In  1768  he  fuperintended  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  (<  Henry  Earl  of  .  Cla¬ 
rendon’s  Diary  and  Letters,”  and 
wrote  the  preface  which  is  prefixed 
to  thofe  papers.  In  June  of  this 
year,  he  accompanied  Lord  Bath  to 
Spa,  where  he  became  acquainted 
\vith  the  Hereditary  Prince  of 
Brunfwick  (the  late  Duke  \)  from 
whom  he  received  marked  and  par¬ 
ticular  attention,  and  with  whom 
he  was  afterwards  in  correfpond- 
ence*  It  is  known  that,  within  a 
few  years,  there  exifted  a  ferles  of 
letters  written  by  him  during  hisftay 
at  Spa,  and  alfo  a  book  containing 
Copies  of  all  the  letters  which  he 
had  written  to,  and  received  from, 
the  Prince  of  Brunfwick,  on  the 
ftate  of  parties,  and  the  characters 
of  their  leaders  in  this  country,  and 
on  the  policy  and  effect  of  its 
continental  connexions;  but,  as 
thefe  have  not  been  found  among 
his  papers,  there  is  reafon  to  ap¬ 
prehend,  that  they  may  have  been 
deltroyed,  in  confideration  of  feme 
of  the  perfons  being  hill  alive, 
whofe  characters,  conduct,  and 
principles,  were  the  topicks  of  that 
correfpondence.  In  1761  Lord 
Bath  died,  and  left  him  his  li¬ 
brary  ;  but  Gen.  Pulteney  wifhing 
that  it  (hould  not  be  removed  from 
Bath-houfe,  he  relinquilhed  his 
claim,  and  accepted  1  oool.  in  lieu 
of  it.  Gen.  Pulteney,  at  his  death, 
left  ic  to  him  again  ;  and  he  again 
gave  it  up  to  the  late  Sir  W.  Pul¬ 
teney  for  the  fame  fum.  It  has 
been  erroneoully  flated,  in  fome  of 
the  news-papers,  that  the  valuable 
library  of  which  he  was  polfeffed 
had  been  derived  from  this  fource, 


whereas  it  was  entirely  colle&ed  by 
himfelf.  In  1764  he  exchanged 
his  livings  in  Shropfhire  for  that 
of  St.  Auftin  and  St.  Faith,  in 
Watling-hreet,  London.  In  April, 
1 765;,  he  married  Mifs  Elizabeth 
Rooke,  daughter  of  Henry  Brude- 
nell  Rooke,  Efq,  During  this 
and  the  preceding  year,  as  well  as 
in  1768,  he  wrote  feveral  political 
papers,  which  were  printed  in 
t(  The  Public  Advertifer;”  and 
all  the  letters  which  appeared  in 
that  paper,  in  1770  and  1771, 
under  the  fignatures  of  Tacitus  and 
Manlius ,  were  written  by  him.  In 
1773  he  affifted  Sir  John  Dal- 
rympie  in  the  arrangement  of  his 
MSS.  In  1776  he  was  removed 
from  the  Chapter  of  Windfor  to 
that  of  St.  Paul’s.  During  this 
and  the  fubfequent  year,  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  preparing  Capt.  Cook’s 
Journal  for  publication  ;  which  he 
undertook  at  the  urgent  requeft  of 
Lord  Sandwich,  then  firil  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty.  In  1777  he  af¬ 
fifted  Lord  Hardwicke  in  arrange- 
ing  and  publifhing  his  (*  Mifcel- 
laneous  Papers,”  which  came  out 
in  the  following  year.  In  1778 
he  was  ele&ed  member  of  the 
Brnyal  and  Antiquarian  Societies. 
In  1781  he  was  again  applied  to 
by  Lord  Sandwich  to  reduce,  into  a 
fhape  fit  for  publication,  the  Journal 
of  Capt.  Cobk’s  third  and  laft 
Voyage  ;  the  introduction  and  the 
notes  were  fupplied  by  him.  In 
1781  he  was  chofen  Prefident  of 
Sion  College  for  the  year,  and 
preached  the  Latin  fermon  before 
that  Body.  In  1786  he  was 
elefted  one  of  the  Vice-prefidents 
of  the  Antiquarian  Society,  and 
framed  their  Addrefs  on  the  King’s 
recovery,  1789,  both  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  and  the  Queen.  In  March 
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1 7  $7, he  ^aseleftedoneof  the  Truf- 
tees  of  the  Britifh  Mufeum;  and, 
in  September  of  the  fame  year,  he 
was  appointed  Bifhop  of  CarliHe. 
In  1 788  he  fucceeded  to  the  deanry 
of  Windfor,  for  which  he  vacated 
his  refidentiaryfhip  of  St.  Paulas. 
In  1789  he  preached  before  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  and  of  courfe  pub- 
lifhed  the  fermon  on  the  anniver- 
fary  of  King  Charles’s  Martyrdom. 
In  June  1791,  he  was  tranflated  to 
the  fee  of  Sa  ifbury.  In  1  793  he 
preached  the  anniversary  fermon 
before  the  Society  for  the  Propa¬ 
gation  of  the  Gofpef,  which  is 
publifhed  and  prefixed  to  the  an¬ 
nual  account  of  their  proceedings. 
Having  been  often  and  very  ur¬ 
gently  requeued,  by  many  of  his 
literary  friends,  to  publifh  a  new 
edition  of  the  <(  Criterion,”  which 
had  been  many  years  out  of  print, 
he  undertook  fo  lately  as  lad 
autumn  (1806)  to  revife  that 
book.  He  had  many  years  ago 
collected  materials  for  a  new  and 
enlarged  edition  of  that  work  ; 
but,  unfortunately,  they  had  been 
either  miflaid  or  loft  ;  or,  more 
probably,  dedroyed,  by  miftake, 
with  fome  other  manufcripts.  This 
circumftance,  and  his  very  ad¬ 
vanced  age,  fufficiently  account  for 
his  not  having  attempted  to  alter 
materially  the  original  work.  In 
this  flatement,  all  the  avowed  pub¬ 
lications  of  the  Bifhop  are  enume¬ 
rated,  but  he  has  been  concerned 
in  many  others,  in  which  he  was 
never  fuppofed  to  have  had  any 
part,  and  in  fome,  of  no  trifling 
celebrity,  whofe  nominal  and  re¬ 
futed  authors  he  permitted  to  re¬ 
tain  and  enjo y  exclufively  all  that 
credit  of  which  he  could  have  juftly 
laid  no  inconflderabie  (hare,  Dur¬ 
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ing  a  great  part  of  his  life  he  wa& 
in  correfpondence  with  fome  of  the 
moft  eminent  literary  and  political 
characters  of  the-  age.  Fe*w  could 
have  read  more,  if  indeed  any  one 
fo  much  as,  with  fuch  habits  of  in- 
cedant  application  as  thofe  in  which 
he  perfevered,  a! mod  to  the  lad 
hour  of  his  long  protracted  life, 
he  ?iiuft  neceffarily  have  read.  Ira 
the  drifted  fenfe  of  the  expreflion, 
he  never  let  sue  minute  pafs  unim¬ 
proved  j  for  he  never  deemed  any 
fpace  of  time  too  Jhort  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  reading;  nor  was  he 
ever  feen  by  any  of  his  family, 
when  not  in  company  with  ftran- 
gers,  without  having  a  book  or  a 
pen  in  his  hand.  The  accounts 
whieh  have  been  inferred  in  many 
of  the  news-papers  of  the  iltnefs 
which  terminated  in  his  death,  are 
as  incorreft  as  mod  of  thofe  which 
have  been  given  of  his  life  and 
writings.  Indead  of  falling  a 
viftim  to  the  gout,  he  can  fcarcely 
been  fa  id  to  have  had,  latterly , 
any  fpecific  complaint.  He  retained 
his  faculties  to  the  lad  ;  and,  du¬ 
ring  a  great  part  of  each  day, 
amufed  himfelf  with  reading.  After 
a  life  thus  devoted  to  the  caufe  of 
literature  and  religion,  and  not 
fpent  in  folitary  feclufion  from  the 
world,  but  in  the  midd  of  its  mod 
aftive  and  bufy  feenes,  he  died  on 
Monday,  the  iSth  of  May,  with, 
out  a  druggie,  and  without  a  pang, 
in  the  arms  of  his  fon  ;  who  has 
hadily  extrafted  the  above  parti¬ 
culars  from  authentic  documents 
now  in  his  poflefiion.  He  was 
buried  on  Monday,  the  25th  in. 
flant,  in  a  vault  in  St.  George’s 
Chapel  in  Windfor  Cadlei  His 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  ofSufTex, 
the  with  ayondefeendon  not  lefs  ho¬ 
nourable 
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nourable  to  his  own  feelings,  than 
fuch  a  tribute  of  refpedl  could  not 
but  be  to  the  memory  of  him  to 
whom  it  was  paid,  attended  at  his 
funeral. 


Circumjlanlial  Account  of  the  Death 
oj  Lord  JV elf  on, 

( Front  Dr.  Beattys  Authentic  Nar- 
•  rative.) 

i  s 

AS  the  Viftory  drew  near  to 
the  enemy,  his  lordfhip,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  Captain  Hardy,  and  the 
captains  of  the  four  frigates,  (Eu- 
ryalus,  Naiad,  Sirius,  and  Phoebe) 
who  had  been  called  on  board  by 
flgnal  to  receive  inftru&ions,  vilited 
the  different  decks  of  the  fhip.  He 
addreffed  the  crew  at  their  feveral 
quarters,  admonifhing  them  againft 
firing  a  fingle  Ihot  without  being 
fure  of  their  object;  and  expreffed 
himfelf  to  the  officers  highly  fatis- 
fied  with  the  arrangements  made  at 
their  refpettive  ftations. 

Several  officers  of  the  fhip  com¬ 
municated  to  each  other  their  fen- 
timents  of  anxiety  for  his  lord- 
fhip’s  perfonal  fafety,  to  which 
every  other  confideration  feemed  to 
give  way.  Indeed  all  were  confi¬ 
dent  of  gaining  a  glorious  vi&ory, 
but  the  apprehenfions  for  his  lord¬ 
fhip  were  great  and  general ;  and 
the  furgeon  made  known  toDodor 
Scott  his  fears  that  his  lordlhip 
would  be  made  the  objeft  of  the 
enemy’s  markfmen,  and  his  de¬ 
lire  that  he  may  be  entreated  by 


fomebody  to  cover  the  ftars  on  hit 
coat  with  a  handkerchief.  Do&of 
Scott  and  Mr.  Scott  (Public  Se¬ 
cretary)  both  obferved,  however, 
that  fuch  a  requefl  would  have  na 
efFeft  ;  as  they  knew  his  lordfhip's 
fentiments  on  the  fubjed  fo  well, 
that  they  were  fure  he  would  be 
highly  difpleafed  with  whoever 
fhould  take  the  liberty  of  recom¬ 
mending  any  change  in  his  drefs  on 
this  account :  and  when  the  fur¬ 
geon  declared  to  Mr.  Scott  that 
he  would  avail  himfelf  of  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  making  his  fick-repsrt 
for  the  day  *,  to  fubmit  his  fenti¬ 
ments  to  the  Admiral,  Mr.  Scott 
replied,  “  Take  care,  Dodor,  what 
you  are  about ;  I  would  not  be  the 
man  to  mention  fuch  a  matter  ta 
him.”  The  surgeon  notwithftand- 
ing  perfifted  in  his  defign,  and  re¬ 
mained  on  deck  to  find  a  proper  op¬ 
portunity  for  addreffing  his  lord¬ 
fhip;  but  this  never  occurred  :  as 
his  lordfhip  continued  occupied 
with  the  captains  of  the  frigates 
(to  whom  he  was  explaining  his 
intentions  refpeding  the  fervices 
they  were  to  perform  during  the 
battle)  till  a  fhort  time  before  the 
enemy  opened  their  fire  on  the 
Royal  Sovereign,  when  Lord  Nel-* 
fon  ordered  all  perfons  not  ftationed 
cn  the  quarter-deck  or  poop  to  re¬ 
pair  to  their  proper  quarters;  and 
the  furgeon,  much  concerned  at  this 
difappointment,  retired  from  the 
deck  with  feveral  other  officers. 

About  half  an  hour  before  the 


*  The  Victory's  tick  report  of  this  day  numbered  only  ten  convalefcents,  who  all  at¬ 
tended  their  refpettive  quarters  during  the  battle  ;  and  th,e  whole  fleet  was  in  a  high 
fbate  of  health.  Indeed  the  excellent  health  enjoyed  by  the  erew  of  the  Victory  from 
December  1804  up  to  this  period,  is  perhaps  unprecedented;  and  is  attributable  folely  to 
Captain  Hardy’s  attention  to  their  fubordination,  temperance,  warm  clo-thing  and  clean- 
linefs;  together  with  the  means  daily  adopted  to  obviate  the  effects  of  moifture,  and  to- 
^cccmplifh  the  thorough  ventilation  of  every  part  of  the  fhip. 

The  Vi&ory  arrived  at  Sgithead  from  the  memorable  and  arduous  chace  of  the  ene- 

enemy 
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enemy  opened  their  fire,  the  memo¬ 
rable  telegraphic  fignal  was  made, 
that  <c  England  experts  every  man 
*will  do  his  duty”  which  was  fpread 
and  received  throughout  the  fleet 
with  enthufiafm.  It  is  impoflible 
adequately  to  defcribe  by  any  [lan¬ 
guage,  the  lively  emotions  excited 
in  the  crew  of  the  Victory  when 
this  propitious  communication  was 
made  known  to  them  :  confidence 
and  refolution  were  ftrongly  pour- 
trayed  in  the  countenance  of  all ; 
and  the  fentiment  generally  ex- 
prefTed  to  each  other,  was,  that 
they  would  prove  to  their  country 
that  day,  how  well  Britifh  feamen 
could  (t  do  their  duty”  when  led  to 
battle  by  their  revered  Admiral. 

The  enemy  began  to  fire  on  the 
Royal  Sovereign  at  thirty  minutes 
pad  eleven  o’clock  ;  in  ten  minutes 
after  which  fhe  got  under  the  ftern 
of  the  St.  Anna,  and  commenced  a 
fire  on  her.  Lieutenant  Pafco,  fig- 
nal  officer  of  the  Vi&ory,  was  heard 
to  fay,  while  looking  through  his 
glafs,  **  There  is  a  top- gallant- 
yard  gone.”  His  lordfhip  eagerly 
afked,  <c  Whole  top-gallant-yard  is 
that  gone  ?  Is  it  the  Royal  Sove¬ 
reign’s?”  and  on  being  anfwered 
by  Lieutenant  Pafco  in  the  negative, 
and  that  it  was  the  enemy’6,  he 
Trailed,  and  faid ;  t(  Collingwood 
is  doing  well*.” 

At  fifty  minutes  pad  eleven  the 
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enemy  opened  their  fire  on  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief.  They  ihewed 
great  coolnefs  in  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  battle ;  for  as  the  Vic¬ 
tory  approached  their  line,  their 
fhips  lying  immediately  ahead  of 
her  and  acrofs  her  bows  fired  only 
one  gun  at  a  time,  to  afcertain 
whether  fhe  was  yet  within  their 
range.  This  was  frequently  repeat* 
ed  by  eight  or  nine  of  their  fhips,  til! 
at  length  a  (hot  pafled  through  the 
Vi&ory’s  main-top-gallant-fail ; 
the  hole  in  which  being  difcovered 
by  the  enemy,  they  immediately 
opened  their  broadfides,  fupporting 
an  awful  and  tremendous  fire.  la 
a  very  ihort  time  afterwards,  Mr* 
Scott,  Public  Secretary  to  the  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief,  was  killed  by  $ 
cannon-foot  while  in  converfation 
with  Captain  Hardy.  Lord  Nelfon 
being  near  them,  Captain  Adair  of 
the  Marines,  with  the  afiiftance  of 
a  feaman,  endeavoured  to  remove 
the  body  from  his  lordfnip’s  fight : 
but  he  had  already  obferved  the  fall 
of  his  Secretary ;  and  now  faid  with 
anxiety,  “  Is  that  poor  Scott  that 
is  gone  ?”  and  on  being  anfwered  ia 
the  affirmative  by  Captain  Adair, 
he  replied,  “  Poor  fellow  V* 

Lord  Nelfon  and  Captain  Hardy- 
walked  the  quarter-deck  in  conver- 
fation  for  fome  time  after  this, 
while  the  enemy  kept  up  an  inceffant 
raking  fire.  A  double -headed  (hot 


tnies  fleets  to  Egypt  and  the  Weft  Indies,  in  Auguft  1805  ;  and  notwithftanding  the 
©peration  of  the  unfavourable  circumftances  of  rapid  change  of  climate,  and  the  priva¬ 
tion  of  refrefhments  [experienced  in  that  chace  as  well  as  frequent  increafe  of  numbers 
^as  in  the  Weft  Indies  there  were  at  one  time  embarked  in  her  above  990  fouls), 
there  was  not  now  a  Angle  hofpital-patient  on  board,  nor  did  any  occur  during  the  fe» 
yeral  wee&s  of  her  ftay  in  England  ;  with  which  Lord  Nelfon  exprefled  himfelf  highly 
pleafed  when  he  joined  the  fhip  again,  oil  the  14th  o  f  September,  at  St.  Helen’s.  The- 
Vi&ory's  cafualties  from  the  29th  of  December  1804,  to  the  aoth  of  October  following, 
were  only  five  fatal  cafes  (one  of  thefe  by  accidental  injury),  and  two  patients  fent  t® 
3  naval  hofpital. 

*  His  lordlhip  in  a  few  minutes  after  this  called  Lieutenant  Pafco,  Mr.  Ogilvie,  and 
fome  other  officers,  near  him,  dsfoed  them  to  fet  their  watches  by  the  time  of  that 
which  hi«  lordfhip  Wore,; 
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ftruck  one  of  the  parties  of  marines 
drawn  up  on  the  poop,  and  killed 
eight  of  them ;  when  his  lordfhip, 
perceiving  this,  ordered  Captain 
Adair  to  difperfe  his  men  round 
the  (hip,  that  they  might  not  fuffer 
fo  much  from  being  together.  In 
a  few  minutes  afterwards  a  fhot 
jftruck  the  fore-brace-bits  on  the 
quarter-deck,  and  palled  between 
Lord  Nelfon  and  Captain  Hardy  ; 
a  fplinter  from  the  bits  bruiling 
Captain  Hardy's  foot,  and  tearing 
the  buckle  from  his  fhoe.  They 
both  inftantly  flopped;  and  were 
obferved  by  the  officers  on  deck  to 
furvey  each  other  with  inquiring 
looks,  each  fuppofing  the  other  to 
be  wounded.  His  lordfhip  then 
fmiled,  and  faid :  “  This  is  too 
warm  work,  Hardy,  tolaftlong;" 
and  declared  that  te  through  all  the 
battles  he  had  been  in,  he  had  never 
witneffed  more  cool  courage  than 
was  difplayed  by  the  Victory's 
crew  on  this  occafion/' 

The  Victory  by  this  time,  having 
approached  clofe  to  the  enemy's 
ran,  had  fuffered  very  feverely 
without  ffinng  a  fihgle  gun  :  (he  had 
loll  about  twenty  men  killed,  and 
had  about  thirty  wounded.  Her 
mizen- topmaft,  and  all  her  ftudding- 
fails  and  their  booms,  on  both 
iides  were  fhot  away  ;  the  enemy's 
fire  being  chiefly  directed  ather  rig¬ 
ging  with  a  view  to  difable  her  be¬ 
fore  fire  could  dole  with  them*.  At 
four  minutes  paft  twelve  o'clock 
fhe  opened  her  fire,  from  both  Tides 
of  her  decks,  upon  the  enemy  ; 
when  Captain  Hardy  reprefented  to 
his  lordfhip,  that  <(  it  appeared 
impracticable  to  pafs  through  the 
enemy's  line  without  going  on  board 


fome  one  of  their  fhips.”  Lord 
Nelfon  anfwered,  f<  I  cannot  help 
it :  it  does  not  fignify  which  we 
run  on  board  of ;  go  on  board  of 
which  you  pleafe ;  take  yourehoice. 

At  twenty  minutes  paft  twelve, 
the  tiller  ropes  being  fhot  away, 
Mr.  Atkinfon,  the  mafter,  was 
ordered  below  to  get  the  helm  put 
to  port ;  which  being  done,  the 
Victory  was  foon  run  on  board  the 
Redoutable  of  feventy-four  guns. 
On  coming  alongfide  and  nearly  on 
board  of  her,  that  fhip  fired  her 
broadfide  into  the  Victory,  and 
immediately  let  down  her  lower- 
deck  ports ;  which,  as  has  been 
fince  learnt,  was  done  to  prevent  her 
from  being  boarded  through  them 
by  the  Victory’s  crew.  She  never 
fired  a  great  gun  after  this  fingle 
broadfide.  A  few  minutes  after 
this,  the  Temeraire  fell  Iikewife 
on  board  of  the  Redoutable,  on  the 
fide  oppofite  to  the  Vi  dory  ;  hav¬ 
ing  alfo  an  enemy's  fhip,  faid  to  be 
La  Fougueux,  on  board  of  her  on  the 
other  fide :  fo  that  the  extraordina¬ 
ry  and  unprecedented  circumftance. 
occurred  here,  of  four  fhips  of  the 
line  being  071  board,  of  each  other  in 
the  heat  of  battle;  forming  as  com¬ 
pact  a  tier  as  if  they  had  been 
moored  together;  their  heads  lying 
all  the  fame  way.  The  Temeraire, 
as  was  juft  before  mentioned,  was 
between  the  Redoutable  and  La. 
Fougueux.  The  Redoutable  com¬ 
menced  a  heavy  fire  of  mufketry 
from  the  tops,  which  was  conti¬ 
nued  for  a  confiderable  time  with 
deftruCtive  effeCt  to  the  Victory's 
crew  :  her  great  guns  however  be¬ 
ing  filent,  it  was  fuppofed  at  diffe¬ 
rent  times  that  fhe  had  furrendered ; 


*  The  enemy’s  fire  continued  to  be  pointed  fo  high  throughout  the  engagement,  that 
the  Victory  didnotloofe  a  man  on  her  lower  4©  ok  ;  and  had  only  tw©  wounded  on  that 
deck,  and  thefe  by  mufket  bads. 
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and  in  confequence  of  this  opinion, 
the  Viftory  twiceceafed  firingupon 
her,  by  orders  tranfmitted  from  the 
quarter-deck. 

At  this  period,  fcarcely  a  perfon 
in  the  Viftory  efcaped  unhurt  who 
was  expofed  to  the  enemies  muf- 
ketry ;  but  there  were  frequent 
huzzas  and  cheers  heard  froth  be¬ 
tween  the  decks,  in  token  of  the 
furrender  df  different  of  the  enemy’s 
ihips.  An  inceffant  fire  was  kept 
up  from  both  fides  of  the  Victory  : 
her  larboard  guns  played  upon  the 
Santiffima  Trinidada  and  the  Bu- 
•centaur  ;  and  the  ftarboard  guns  of 
the  middle  and  lower-decks  were 
depreffed,  and  fired  with  a  dimi- 
nifhed  charge  of  powder,  and  three 
Ihot  each,  into  the  Redoutable.  This 
mode  of  firing  was  adopted  by 
Lieutenants  Williams,  King,  Yule, 
and  Brown,  to  obviate  the  danger 
of  the  Temeraire’s  fuffering  from 
the  Viftory’s  fhot  paffing  through 
the  Redoutable  ;  which  muff  have 
been  the  cafe  if  the  ufual  quantity 
of  powder,  and  the  common  eleva¬ 
tion,  had  been  given  to  the  guns. — - 
A  circumftance  occurred  in  this 
.fituation,  which  fhevved  in  a  molt 
ftriking  manner  the  cool  intrepidity 
of  the  officers  and  men  Rationed  on 
the  lower  deck  of  the  Viftory. 
When  the  guns  on  this  deck  were 
run  our,  their  muzzles  came  into 
contaft  with  the  Redoutable’s  fide; 
and  confequently  at  every  difcharge 
there  was  reafon  to  fear  that  the 
enemy  would  take  fire,  and  both 
the  Viftory  and  the  Temeraire  be 
involved  in  her  flames.  Here  then 
was  feen  the  aftonifhing  fpeftacle 
of  the  fireman  of  each  gun  {landing 
ready  with  a  bucket  full  of  water, 
which  as  foon  as  his  gun  was  dif- 
charged  he  dafhed  into  the  enemy 

Vol.  XLIX,  or  Vol.  VII.  Ni 
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through  the  holes  made  m  her  fide 
by  the  fhot. 

It  was  from  this  {hip  (the  Re¬ 
doutable)  that  Lord  Nelfon  re¬ 
ceived  his  mortal  wound.  About 
fiteen  minutes  paft  one  o’clock, 
which  was  in  the  heat  of  the  en¬ 
gagement,  he  was  walking  the 
middle  of  the  quarter-deck  with 
Captain  Hardy,  and  in  the  aft  of 
turning  near  the  hatchway  with  his 
face  towards  the  fiern  of  the  Vic¬ 
tory,  when  {he  fatal  ball  was  fired 
from  theenemy’s  mizen- top ;  which, 
from  the  fituation  of  the  two  (hips 
(lying  on  board  @f  each  other), 
was  brought  juft  abaft,  and  rather 
below,  the  Viftory’s  main-yard, 
and  of  courfe  not  more,  than  fifteen 
yards  diftant  from  that  part  of  the 
deck  where  his  lordfhip  flood.  The 
ball  ftruck  the  epaulette  on  his  lefc 
fhoulder  and  penetrated  his  cheft. 
He  fell  with  his  face  on  the  deck. 
Captain  Hardy  who  was  on  his 
right  (the  fide  furtheft  from  the 
enemy)  and  advanced  fome  fteps 
before  his  lordfhip,  on  turning 
round,  faw  the  Serjeant  Major 
(Seeker)  of  marines  with  two  Teamen 
railing  him  from  the  deck  ;  where 
he  had  fallen  on  the  fame  fpot  on 
which,  a  little  before,  his  fecretary 
had  breathed  his  laft,  with  whofe 
blood,  his  lordfhips  clothes  were 
much  foiled.  Captain  Hardy  ex* 
preffed  a  hope  that  he  was  not  fe- 
verely  wounded;  to  which  the  gal. 
lant  chief  replied  :  ({  They  have 
done  for  me  at  laft,  Hardy,”— (C  I, 
hope  not, ’  ’  anfwered  Ca ptain  Hardy, 
“  Yes,”  replied  his  lordfhip; (( my 
backbone  is  fhot  through.” 

Captain  Hardy  ordered  the  fea- 
men  to  carry  the  Admiral  to  the 
cockpit ;  and  now  two  incidents 
occurred  ftrikingly  charafterftic  of 
v  Series,*  *  Z  this 
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tills  great  man,  and  ftrongly  mark*’ 
ing  that  energy  and  reflection  which 
In  his  heroic  mind  rofe  fuperior 
even  to  the  immediate  confidera- 
tion  of  his  prefent  awful  condition. 
While  the  men  were  carrying  him 
down  the  ladder  from  the  middle 
deck,  his  lordfhip  obferved  that 
the  tiller. ropes  were  not  yet  re¬ 
placed  ;  and  defired  one  of  the 
midfhipmen  ftationed  there  to  go 
upon  the  quarter-deck  and  remind 
Captain  Hardy  of  that  circum- 
ftance,  and  requeft  that  new  ones 
fhould  be  immediately  rove.  Hav¬ 
ing  delivered  this  order,  he  took 
his  handkerchief  from  his  pocket 
and  covered  his  face  with  it,  that 
he  might  be  conveyed  to  the  cock¬ 
pit  at  this  crifis  unnoticed  by  the 
crew. 

Several  wounded  officers,  and 
about  forty  men,  were  likewife 
carried  to  the  furgeon  for  affiftanee 
juft  at  this  time  ;  and  fome  others 
had  breathed  their  laft  during  their 
conveyance  below.  Among  the 
latter  were  Lieutenant  William 
Andrew  Ram,  and  Mr.  Whipple 
Captain's  Clerk.  The  furgeon  had 
juft  examined  thefe  two  officers, 
and  found  that  they  were  dead, 
when  his  attention  was  arrefted  by 
feveral  of  the  wounded  calling  to 
him,  c<  Mr.  Beatty,  Lord  Nelfon  is 
here :  Mr.  Beatty  the  admiral  is 
wounded."  The  furgeon  now,  on 
looking  round,  faw  the  handker¬ 
chief  fall  from  his  lordfhip’s  face  ; 
when  the  ftarson  his  coat, which  alfo 
were  covered  by  it,  appeared.  Mr. 
Burke  the  purfer,  and  the  furgeon, 
ran  immediately  to  the  affiftanee  of 
Lis  lordfhip,  and  took  him  from 
the  arms  of  the  feamen  who  had 
carried  him  below.  In  conveying 
him  to  one  of  the  ©idfhipmen's 
6 


births,  they  ftumbled,  but  reto* 
vered  themfelves  without  falling. 
Lord  Nelfon  inquired  who  were 
fupporting  him  ;  and  when  the  fur¬ 
geon  informed  him,  his  Lordfhip 
replied,  (<  Ah,  Mr.  Beatty !  you 
can  do  nothing  for  me.  I  have 
but  a  fhort  time  to  live  :  my  back 
is  fhot  through."  The  furgeon 
faid,  ((  he  hoped  the  wound  was- 
not  fo  dangerous  as  his  Lordfhip 
imagined,  and  that  he  might  ftill 
furvive  long  to  enjoy  his  glorious 
victory,"  The  Reverend  Dodlor 
Scott,  who  had  been  abfent  in 
another  part  of  the  cockpit  admi- 
niftering  lemonade  to  the  wounded, 
now  came  inftantly  to  his  lord¬ 
fhip  ;  and  in  the  anguifh  of  grief* 
wrung  his  hands  and  faid  :  “  Alas, 
Beatty,  how  prophetic  you  were  V9 
alluding  to  the  apprehenfions  ex- 
preffed  by  the  furgeon  for  his  lord* 
Slip's  fafety  previous  to  the  battle.. 
His  Lordfhip  was  laid  upon  a: 
bed,  ftripped  of  his  cloathes,  and 
covered  with  a  fbeet.  While  this 
was  effecting  he  faid  to  Doftor 
Scott,  ((  Dodlor  I  told  you  fo* 
Dodlor,  Lam  gone;"  and  after  a 
fhort  pa ufe  he  added  in  a  low  voice, 
((  I  have  to  leave  Lady  Hamilton, 
and  my  adopted  daughter  Horatio, 
as  a  legacy  to  my  country."  The 
furgeon  then  examined  the  wound, 
alluring  his  lordfhip  that  he  would 
not  put  him  to  much  pain  in  endea¬ 
vouring-  to  difeover  the  courfe  of 
the  ball ;  which  he  foon  found  had 
penetrated  deep  into  the  cheft,  and 
had  probably  lodged  in  the  fpine* 
This  being  explained  to  his  lord¬ 
fhip,  he  replied,  he  was  confident 
his  back  was  fhot  through."  The 
back  was  then  examined  externally, 
but  without  any  injury  being  per¬ 
ceived  i  on  which  his  i^ordfhip  was 
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requeued  by  the  furgeon  to  make  him 
acquainted  with  all  his  fenfations. 
He  replied,  that  “  he  felt  a  gufh 
ofblood  every  minute  within  his 
bread  ;  that  he  had  no  feeling  in  the 
lower  p^rt  of  his  body  :  and  that 
his  breathing  was  difficult,  and  at¬ 
tended  with  very  fevere  pain  about 
that  part  of  the  fpine  where  he  was 
confident  that  the  ball  had ftruck  ; 
for/'  faid  he,  i(  l  felt  it  break  my 
back.”  Thefe  fymptoms,  but  more 
particularly  the  gufh!  of  blood 
which  his  Lordlhip  complained  of, 
together  with  the  date  of  his  pulfe, 
indicated  to  the  furgeon  the  hope- 
lefs  fituation  of  the  cafe;  but  till 
after  the  victory  was  afcertained 
and  announced  to  his  Lordfhip, 
the  true  nature  of  his  wound  was 
concealed  by  the  furgeon  from  all 
on  board  except  only  Captain  Har¬ 
dy,  Doflor  Scott,  Mr.  Burke,  and 
Meflrs.  Smith  and  Weftemburg  the 
affiftant  furgeons. 

The  Vidory’s  crew  cheered 
whenever  they  obferved  an  enemy's 
(hip  furrender.  On  one  of  thefe 
occafions.  Lord  Nelfon  anxioufly 
inquired  what  was  the  caufe  of  it ; 
when  Lieutenant  Pafco,  who  lay 
wounded  at  fome  diflance  from  his 
Lordfhip,  raifed  himfelf  up,  and 
told  him  that  another  fhip  had 
ftruck  which  appeared  to  give  him 
much  fatisfadion.  He  now  felt  an 
ardent  third: ;  and  frequently  called 
for  drink,  and  to  be  fanned  with 
paper,  making  ufe  of  the  words  : 
*s  Fan,  fan,”  and  “  Drink,  drink.” 
This  he  continued  to  repeat,  when 
he  wifhed  for  drink  or  the  refrefh- 
ment  of  cool  air,  till  a  very  few 
minutes  before  he  expired.  Le¬ 
monade,  and  wine  and  water,  were 
given  to  him  occafionally.  He 
evinced  great  folicitude  for  the 
event  of  the  battle,  and  fears  for 
the  fafety  of  his  friend  Captain 


Hardy.  Dodor  Scott  and  Mr* 
Burke  ufed  every  argument  they 
could  fuggeft,  to  relieve  his  anxiety. 
Mr.  Burke  told  him  (S  the  enemy 
weredecifively  defeated,  and  that  he 
hoped  his  lordfhip  would  ftill  live 
to  be  himfelf  the  bearer  of  the 
joyful  tidings  to  his  country.” 
He  replied,  iS  It  is  nonfenfe,  Mr. 
Burke  to  fuppofe  I  can  live  :  my 
fuiferings  are  great,  but  they  will 
all  be  foon  over.”  Doctor  Scott 
entreated  his  lordfhip  (f  not  to 
defpair  of  living,”  (S  and  faid  he 
trufted  that  Divine  Providence 
would  reftore  him  once  more  to  his 
dear  country  and  friends.” — - i(  Ah 
DoTor!”  he  replied  “  it  is  all 
over ;  it  is  all  over.” 

Many  meflages  were  fent  to 
Captain  Hardy  by  the  furgeon, 
requefting  his  attendance  on  his 
lordfhip;  who  became  impatient 
to  fee  him,  and  often  exclaimed  s 
S(  Will  no  one  bring  Hardy  to  me  ? 
He  muft  be  killed;  he  is  furely 
deftroyed.”  The  Captain’s  aid- 
de-camp,  Mr.  Bulkley,  now  came 
below,  and  ftated  that  i(  circum- 
ftances  refpedling  the  fleet  required 
Captain  Hardy’s  prefence  on  deck, 
but  that  he  would  avail  himfelf  of 
the  firft  favourable  moment  to  vifit 
his  lordlhip.”  On  hearing  him 
deliver  this  meflage  to  the  furgeon, 
his  Lordlhip  enquired  who  had 
brought  it.  Mr.  Burke  anfwered, 
((  It  is  Mr.  Bulkley,  my  Lord/* 
— u  It  is  his  voice,”  replied  his 
lordlhip :  he  thqn  faid  to  the  young 
gentleman,  “  Remember  me  to  your 
father.” 

An  hour  and  ten  minutes  how¬ 
ever  elapfed,  from  the  time  of  his 
lordlhip’s  being  wounded,  before 
Captain  Hardy's  firft  fubfequent 
interview  with  Him ;  the  particu¬ 
lars  of  which  are  nearly  as  follow* 
They  (hook  hands  affe&ifcnately, 
*  Z  z  and 
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and  Lord  Nelfon  fa  id  :  t(  Well, 
Hardy,  how  goes  the  battle  ?  How 
goes  the  day  with  us  '*  Very 
well,  my  Lord,”  replied  Captain 
Hardy  :  44  we  have  got  twelve  or 
fourteen  of  the  enemy's  (hips  in  our 
offeffion;  but  five  of  their  van 
ave  tacked,  and  fhew  an  intention 
of  bearing  down  upon  the  Vidory. 
1  have  therefore  called  two  or 
three  of  our  frefh  finips  round  us, 
and  have  no,  doubt  of  giving  them 
a  drubbing/'—*4 1  hope,”  faid  his 
JLordfiiip,  none  of  oar  (hips  have 
flruck,  Hardy.” — (( No  my  Lord,” 
replied  Captain  Hardy  ;  44  there  is 
no  fear  of  that.”-  Lord  Nelfon 
then  faid :  4<f  I  am  a  dead  man, 
Hardy.  I  am  going  fail  :  it  will 
be  all  over  with  me  foon.  Come 
nearer  to  me.  Fray  let  my  dear 
Lady  Hamilton  have  my  hair,  and 
all  other  things  belonging  tome.” 
Mr.  Burke  was  about  to  withdraw 
at  the  commencement  of  this  con- 
verfation ;  but  his  lofdfhip  per¬ 
ceiving  his  intention,  defired  he 
would  remain.  Captain  Hardy  ob. 
ferved,  that  £t  he  hoped  Mr,  Beatty 
could  yet  hold  out  home  profped  of 
life.”— £*  Oh!  no,”  anfwered  his 
lord fh ip  ;  “  it  is  irrfpofiible.  My 
back  is  (hot  through.  Beatty  will 
tell  you  fo.”  Captain  Hardy  then 
# returned  on  deck,  and  at  parting 
{hook  hands  again  with  his  re- 
yered  friend  and  commander. 

His  Lordihip  now  requefted  the 
furgeon,  who  bad  been  previously 
abfent  a  Ihort  time  attending  Mr. 
Rivers,  to  return  to  the  wounded, 
and  give  his  affi fiance  to  fuch  of 
them  as  he  could  be  ufeful  to ; 


u  for,”  faid  he,  '*  you  can  do  n a: 
thing  for  me.”  The  furgeon  af- 
fured  him  that  the  affiftant  furgeons' 
were  doing  every  thing  that  could 
be  effeded  for  thofe  unfortunate 
men;  bat  on  his  lordfhip’s  feveral 
times  repeating  his  injunctions  to* 
that  purpofe,  he  left  him  furround- 
ed  by  Dodor  Scott,  Mr.  Burke, 
and  two  of  his  lordfhip's  domeftics. 
After  the  furgeon  had  been  abfent  a 
few  minutes  attending  Lieutenants 
Peake  and  Reeves  of  the  Marines, 
who  were  wounded,  he  was  called 
by  Dr.  Scott  to  his  Lordfhip,  who 
faid  :  ((  Ah,  Mr.  Beatty  !  I  have 
lent  for  you  to  fay,  what  I  forgot 
to  tell  you  before,  that  all  power 
of  motion  and  feeling  below  my 
breafi  are  gone  ;  and  you ,”  conti¬ 
nued  he,  44  very  well  know  1  can 
live  but  a  fbort  time.”  The  em¬ 
phatic  manner  in  which  he  pro¬ 
nounced  thefe  lafi  words,  left  no 
doubt  in  the  furgeon’s  mind,  that 
he  adverted  to  the  cafe  of  a  man 
who  had  fame  months  before  re¬ 
ceived  a  mortal  injury  of  the  fpine 
on  board  the  Vidory,  and  had  la¬ 
boured  under  fimilar  privations  of 
fenfe  and  mufcular  motion.  The 
cafe  had  made  a  great  imprefiion  on 
Lord  Nelfon  :  he  was  anxious  to 
know  the  eaufe  of  fuch  fymptcms, 
which  was  accordingly  explained 
to  him  ;  and  he  now  appeared  to 
apply  the  fituation  and  fate  of  this 
man  to  himfelf  *.  The  furgeon  an¬ 
fwered,  i(  My  lord  you  told  me 
fo  before  :”  but  he  now  examined! 
the  extremities  to  afcertain  the  fad ; 
when  his  lordfhip  faid,  44  Ah, 
Beatty  !  1  am  too  certain  of  it  i 


*  The  inftance  here  alluded  to  occurred  in  the  month  of  July,  on  the  Vidory’* 
return  to  Europe  from  the  Weft-Indies;  and  the  man  furvived  the  injury  thirteen 
days.  His  lordfhip,  during  the  whole  of  that  time,  manifefted  much  anxiety  at  the 
pro  traded  bufferings  of  an  individual  whof*  diffolution  was  certain,  and  was  exped«A 
every  hsmr. 
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te>tt  and  Burke  have  tried  it  al- 
?.l ready.  You  knoiv  I  am  gone/* 
The  furgeon  replied  :  “  My  lord* 
unhappily  for  our  country,  nothing 
can  be  done  for  you  and  having 
made  this  declaration  he  was  fo 
much  affe&ed,  that  he  turned  round 
and  withdrew  a  few  fteps  to  con¬ 
ceal  his  emotions.  His  lordlhip 
iaid  :  “  I  know  it.  I  feel  fome- 
thing  rifmg  in  my  breaft,”  putting 
his  hand  on  his  left  fide,  “which 
tells  me  I  am  gone/*  Drink  was 
recommended  liberally,  and  Doc¬ 
tor  Scott  and  Mr.  Burke  fanned  him 
with  paper.  He  often  exclaimed, 
“  God  be  praifed,  I  have  done  my 
duty  ;**  and  upon  the  furgeon's 
inquiring  whether  his  pain  w a*  Hill 
very  great,  he  declared,  “  it  con¬ 
tinued  fo  very  fevere  that  he  withed 
lie  was  dead.  Yet,**  faid  he  in  a 
lower  voice*  ff  one  would  like  to 
live  a  little  longer  too  :”  and 
after  a  paufe  of  a  few  minutes,  he 
added  in  the  fame  tone,  “  What 
would  become  of  poor  Lady  Ha¬ 
milton,  if  fhe  knew  my  fituation  !” 

The  furgeon,  finding  it  impcf- 
fible  to  render  his  lordlhip  any 
further  afiifiance,  left  him,  to  at¬ 
tend  Lieutenant  Bligh,  Me  firs. 
Smith  and  Weftphall,  Midfhipmen, 
and  fomefeamen,  recently  wounded. 
Captain  Hardy  now  came  to  the 
cockpit  to  fee  his  lordlhip  a  fe- 
cond  time,  which  was  after  an  in¬ 
terval  of  about  fifty  minutes  from 
the  conclufion  of  hisfirft  vifit.  Be¬ 
fore  he  quitted  the  deck,  he  fent 
Lieutenant  Hills  tq>  acquaint  Ad¬ 
miral  Collingwe^d  with  the  la¬ 
mentable  circumitance  of  Lord  Nel- 
fon's  being  wounded. — Lord  Nel- 
fon  and  Captain  Hardy  fhook  hands 
again  :  and  while  the  captain  re¬ 
tained  his  lordfhip*s  hand,  he  con¬ 


gratulated  him  even  in  the  arm8 
of  death  on  his  brilliant  victory  ; 
“  which,’*  he  faid  “  was  com¬ 
plete  ;  though  he  did  not  know 
how  many  of  the  enemy  were 
captured,  as  it  -was  impoflibie  to 
perceive  every  (hip  diftindtly.  He 
was  certain  however  of  fourteen 
or  fifteen  having  furrendered." 
His  lordlhip  anfvvered,  u  That  is 
well,  but  I  bargained  for  twenty  :*' 
and  then  emphatically  exclaimed* 
“  Anchor  Hardy  anchor  /**  To  this 
the  captain  replied  :  u  I  fuppofe  my 
lord,  Admiral  Collingwood  will 
now  take  upon  himLlf  the  dire&ion 
of  affairs/*-— “  Not  while  I  live, 

I  hope,  Hardy  !'*  cried  the  dying 
chief ;  and  at  that  moment  endea¬ 
voured  ineffedlually  to  raife  him. 
felf  from  the  bed.  (i  No,**  added 
he  ;  “  do  you  anchor.  Hardy/* 
Captain  Hardy  then  faid “  Shall 
<voe  make  the fignal,  fir? — “  Yes/8 
anfwered  his  lordfhip;  “  for  if  I 
live.  I’ll  anchor.”  The  energetic 
manner  in  which  he  uttered  thefe 
his  laft  orders  to  Captain  Hardy, 
accompanied  with  his  efforts  to 
raife  himfelf,  evinced  his  determi¬ 
nation  never  to  refign  the  com¬ 
mand  while  he  retained  the  exer- 
cife  of  his  tranfcendant  faculties, 
and  that  he  expe&ed  Captain  Har¬ 
dy  Hill  to  carry  into  effedl  the  fug. 
geftions  of  his  exalted  mind  ;  a 
fenfe  of  his  duty  overcoming  the 
pains  of  death.  He  then  told  Cap¬ 
tain  Hardy,  “  he  felt  that  in  a 
few  minutes  he  fiiould  be  no  more  ;*? 
adding  in  a  low  tone,  “  Dor/t 
throw  me  over-board.  Hardy/' 
The  captain  anfwered  :  (t  Oh  !  no, 
certainly  not/* — “  Then,”  replied 
his  lordfhip  you  know  what  to  do  *: 
and,”  continued  he,  u  take  care  of? 
my  dear  Lady  Hamilton,  Hardy  ; 


*  Alluding  to  fome  willies  previoufiy  exprefied  by  his  lordfhip  to  Captain  Hardy  re- 
ipe&in£  the  piape  ©£  his  interment. 

*Z  3  take 
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take  care  of  poor  Lad y  Hamil¬ 
ton.  Kifs  me,  Hardy. ”  The  cap¬ 
tain  now  knelt  down  and  killed  his 
cheek ;  when  his  lordfhip  faid, 
(t  Now  I  arnfatisfied,  Thank  God, 
I  have  done  my  duty.”  Captain 
Hardy  flood  for  a  minute  or  two  in 
filent  contemplation  :  he  then  knelt 
down  again,  and  kiffed  his  lord- 
fhip’s  forehead.  His  lordfhip  faid  ; 
<c  Who  is  that,”  The  captain  an- 
fwered:  <(  It  is  Hardy  to  which 
his  lordfhip  replied,  £c  God  blefs 
you,  Hardy  !”  After  this  affedling 
fcene  Captain  Hardy  withdrew, 
and  returned  to  the  quarter-deck, 
having  fpent  about  eight  minutes 
in  this  his  laft  interview  with  his 
dying  friend. 

Lord  Nelfon  now  defired  Mr. 
Chevalier,  his  Steward,  to  turn  him 
upon  his  right  fide ;  which  being 
effedled,  his  lordfhip  faid  :  “  I  wifh 
I  had  not  left  the  deck,  for  I  fhall 
foon  be  gone.5'  He  afterwards  be¬ 
came  ery  low;  his  breathing  was 
oppreffed,  and  his  voice  faint.  He 
faid  to  Doctor  Scott,  <£  Dodlor,  I 
have  not  been  a  great  finner  and 
after  a  Ihort  paufe,  (<  Remember , 
that  I  leave  Lady  Hamilton  and 
my  daughter  Horatio  as  a  legacy 
to  my  country  :  and,55  added  he, 
iS  never  forget  Horatio. 55  His  third 
now  increased  ;  and  he  called  for 
“  Drink,  drink,"  (i  Fan,  fan,5* 
and  “  Rub,  rub  addreffmg  him- 
felf  in  the  laft  cafe  to  Doftor  Scott, 
who  had  been  rubbing  his  lord- 
fhip’s  bread  with  his  hand,  from 
which  he  found  fome  relief.  Thefe 
words  he  fpoke  in  a  very  rapid 
manner,  which  rendered  his  articu¬ 
lation  difficult  :  but  he  every  now 
and  then,  with  evident  increafe  of 
pain,  made  a  greater  effort  with 
his  vocal  powers,  and  pronounced 
diftin&ly  thefe  lad  words :  “ Thank 
God,  I  have  done  my  duty;5*  and 


this  great  fentiment  he  continued 
to  repeat  as  long  as  he  was  able  to 
give  it  utterance. 

His  lorddiip  became  fpeechlefs 
in  about  fifteen  minutes  after  Cap? 
tain  Hardy  left  him.  Dodlor  Scott 
and  Mr.  Burke  who  had  all  along 
fuftained  the  bed  under  his  fnoul- 
ders  (which  raifed  him  to  a  femi- 
recumbent  pofture,  the  only  one 
that  was  fupportable  to  him),  for¬ 
bore  to  difturb  him  by  fpeaking 
to  him  ;  and  when  he  had  re¬ 
mained  fpeechlefs  about  five  mi¬ 
nutes,  his  lorddlip’s  fteward  went 
to  the  furgeon,  who  had  been  a 
fhort  time  occupied  with  the  wound¬ 
ed  in  another  part  of  the  cockpit* 
and  dated  his  apprehendons  that 
his  Lordlhip  was  dying.  The  fur¬ 
geon  immediately  repaired  to  him, 
and  found  him  on  the  verge  of 
diffolution.  He  knelt  down  by 
his  fide,  and  took  up  his  hand ; 
which  was  cold,  and  the  pulfegone 
from  the  wrift.  On  the  furgeon’s 
feeling  his  forehead,  which  was 
likewife  cold,  his  lorddiip  opened 
his  eyes,  looked  up  and  diut  them 
again.  The  furgeon  again  left  him, 
and  returned  to  the  wounded  who 
required  his  affiftance ;  but  was 
not  abfent  five  minutes  before  the 
fteward  announced  to  him  that 
t(  he  believed  his  lordfhip  had  ex¬ 
pired.55  The  furgeon  returned,  and 
found  that  the  report  was  but  too 
well  founded  :  his  lordfhip  had 
breathed  his  laft,  at  thirty  minutes 
pad  four  o’clock  ;  at  which  period 
Do&or  Scott  was  in  the  adt  of 
rubbing  his  lordfhip’s  bread,  and 
Mr.  Burke  fupporting  the  bed  un¬ 
der  his  fhoulders. 

Thus  died  this  matchlefs  hero, 
after  performing,  in  a  fhort  but 
brilliant  and  well-filled  life,  a  fe- 
ries  of  naval-  exploits  unexampled 
in  any  age  of  the  world.  None  of 
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■t!ie  fons  of  fame  ever  poffeffed 
greater  zeal  to  promote  the  honor 
and  intereft  of  his  king  and  coun¬ 
try  ;  none  ever  ferved  them  with 
more  devotednefs  and  glory,  or 
with  more  fuccefsful  and  important 
refults.  His  character  will  forever 
call  a  luftre  over  the  annals  of  this 
nation,  to  whofe  enemies  his  very 
name  was  a  terror.  In  the  battle 
off  Cape  St.  Vincent,  though  then 
in  the  fubordinate  ftation  of  a  Cap¬ 
tain,  his  unprecedented  perfonal 
provvefs  will  long  be  recorded  with 
admiration  among  his  profeffion. 
The  (bores  of  Aboukir  and  Co¬ 
penhagen  fubfequently  witnelfed 
ihofe  ftupendous  achievements 
which  ftruck  the  whole  civilized 
world  with  aftoniftiment.  Still 
thefe  were  only  preludes  to  the 
battle  of  Trafalgar ;  in  which  he 
fhone  with  a  majefty  of  dignity  as 
far  furpafling  even  his  own  former 
renown,  as  that  renown,  hadalready 
exceeded  every  thing  elfe  to  be 
found  in  the  pages  of  naval  hiftory  ; 
the  tranfcendantly  brighteft  ftar  in 
a  galaxy  of  heroes,  His  fplenditf 
example  will  operate  as  an  ever- 
lafting  impulfe  to  the  enterprifing 
genius  of  the  Britifh  navy*. 

From  the  time  of  his  lopdfhip’s 
being  wounded  till  his  death,  a 
period  of  about  two  hours  and 
forty-five  minutes  elapfed  ;  but  a 
knowledge  of  the  decifive  victory 
which  was  gained,  he  acquired  of 
Captain  Hardy  within  the  firft 
hour-and-a-quarter  of  this  period. 
A  partial  cannonade,  however,  was 
(till  maintained,  in  confequence  of 
the  enemy’s  running  (hips  pafling 
the  Britifti  at  different  points ; 
and  the  lad  diftant  guns  which 

*  Immediately  after  his  lordfhip  expire* 
Sovereign  to  communicate  the  melancholy 
orders,  to  Admiral  Collingwood, 


were  fired  at  their  van  (hips  that 
were  making  off,  were  heard  a  mi¬ 
nute  or  two  before  his  lordftiip 
expired. 

A  fteady  and  continued  (ire  was 
kept  up  by  the  Victory’s  (larboard 
guns  on  the  Redoutable,  for  about 
fiteen  minutes  after  Lord  Nelfon 
was  wounded  ;  in  which  Ihort 
period  Captain  Adair  and  about 
eighteen  feamen  and  marines  were 
killed,  and  Lieutenant  Bligh,  Mr. 
Palmer,  Midfhiprnan,  and  twenty 
feamen  and  marines  were  wounded 
by  theenemy’smulketry  alone.  The 
Redoutable  had  been  on  fire  twice,, 
in  her  fore-chains  and  on  her  fore* 
caftle :  fhe  had  likewife  fucceeded 
in  throwing  a  few  hand  grenades 
into  the  Victory,  which  fet  fire  to 
fome  ropes  and  canvas  on  the 
booms.  The  cry  of  “Fire!** 
was  now  circulated  throughout  the 
(hip,  and  even  reached  the  cockpit, 
without  producing  the  degree  of 
fenfation  which  might  be  ex¬ 
pected  on  fuch  an  awful  occafion  3 
the  crew  foon  extinguished  the  fire 
on  the  booms,  and  then  imme¬ 
diately  turned  their  attention  to 
that  on  board  the  enemy ;  which 
they  likwife  put  out  by  throwing 
buckets  of  water  from  the  gang¬ 
way  into  the  enemy’s  chains  and 
forecaftle,  thus  furnifhing  another 
admirable  inftance  of  deliberate  in® 
trepidity.  At  thirty  minutes  pad 
one  o’clock,  theRedoutable's  muf- 
ketry  having  ceafed,  and  her  co¬ 
lours  being  ftruck,  the  Victory's 
men  endeavoured  to  get  on  board 
her but  this  was  found  impractica¬ 
ble  ;  for  though  the  two  fhips  were 
ftill  in  contaCl,  yet  the  top-fidesor 
upper  works  of  both  fell  in  fo 

I,  Captain  Hardy  went  on  board  the  Royal 
event,  and  the  nature  of  his  lordfhip’s  laft 
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muck  on  their  upper-decks,  that 
there  was  a  great  fpace  (perhaps 
fourteen  feet  or  more)  between 
their  gang-ways ;  and  the  enemy’s 
ports  being  down,  fhe  could  not  be 
boarded  by  the  V  idlory  *s  lower  nor 
middle-deck.  Several  feamen  vo¬ 
lunteered  their  Cervices  to  Lieute¬ 
nant  Quiliiam  to  jump  overboard, 
fwim  under  the  Rcdoutable*s  bows 
and  endeavour  to  get  up  there;  but 
Captain  Hardy  refufed  tc  •permit 
this.  The  prize  however,  and  the 
Viftory  fell,  off  from  each  other ; 
and  their  feparation  w^as  believed 
to  be  the  effed  of  the  concuffion 
produced  by  the  Vidory’s  fire  af¬ 
fixed  by  the  helm  of  the  latter  be 
ing  put  to  ftarboard. 

Meffrs.  Ogilvie  and  Colling- 
wood,  Midffiipmen  of  the  Vi&ory, 
were  fent  in  a  fmall  boat  to  take 
charge  of  the  prize,  which  they 
effected  *.  After  this,  the  fhips  of 
the  enemy’s  van  that  had  {hewn  a 
difpofition  to  attack  the  Vidory, 
paffed  to  windward  ;  and  fired  their 
broadfides  not  only  into  her  and 
the  Temeraire,  but  alfo  into  the 
French  and  Spanifti  captured  fhips 
indifcriminately  :  and  they  were 
feen  to  back  or  fhiver  their  top- 
fails  fordhe  pujrpofe  of  doing  this 
with  more  precifion.f  The  two 
ynidfhipmen  of  the  Vidory  had 
juft  boarded  the  Redou table,  and 
got  their  men  out  of  the  boat, 
when  a  (hot  from  the  enemy’s  van 


fhips  that  were  making  off  cut  tfce 
boat  adrift.  About  ten  minutes 
after  taking  poffeftion  of  her,  a 
midfhipman  came  to  her  from  the 
Temeraire ;  and  had  hardly  afcend- 
ed  the  poop,  when  a  fhot  from  one 
of  thefe  fhips  took  off  his  leg.  The 
French  officers  feeing  the  firing 
continued  on  the  prize  by  their 
own  countrymen,  entreated  the 
Englifh  midfhipman  to  quit  the 
deck,  and  accompany  them  below. 
The  unfortunate  midfhipman  of  the 
Temeraire wascarried  to  the  French 
furgeon  who  was  ordered  to  give 
his  immediate  attendance  to  him 
in  preference  ro  his  own  wounded  ; 
his  leg  was  amputated  but  he  died 
the  fame  night.  The  Redoutable 
fuffered  fo  much  from  (hot  received 
between  wind  and  water,  that  fhe 
funk  while  in  tow  of  the  Swift- 
fure  on  the  following  evening  when 
the  gale  came  on  ;  and  out  of  a 
crew,  originally  confifted  of  more 
than  eight  hundred  men,  only 
about  a  hundred  and  thirty  were 
faved  :  but  fheffiad  loft  above  three 
hundred  in  the  battle  £. 

It  is  by  no  means  certain  though 
highly  probable,  that  Lord  Nelfon 
was  particularly  aimed  at  by  the  ene¬ 
my.  There  were  only  two  frenchmen 
left  alive  in  the  mizen-top  of  the 
Redoutable  at  the  time  of  his  lord- 
fhip’s  being  wounded,  and  by  the 
hands  of  one  of  thefe  he  fell.  Thefe 
men  continued  firing  at  Captains 


*  The  Hedoutable  lay  alonglide  and  ftill  foul  of  the  Temeraire  for  fome  time  after 
this,  and  till  feveral  feamen  were  fent  from  the  latter  to  the  affiftance  of  the  two  offi¬ 
cers  and  men  belonging  to  the  Vidtory  who  had  before  taken  poffeffion  of  the  prize. 

■f  Thefe  were  the  fhips  commanded  by  Admiral  Dummannoir,  and  afterwards  cap* 
tured  by  the  fquadron  under  the  command  of  Sir  Richard  Strachan.  They  were  nearly 
half  an  hour  in  paffing  to  windward,  during  the  whole  of  which  time  they  continued 
firing  on  the  Britifh  fhips. 

J  About  twenty  of  the  Redoutable’s  guns  were  difmounted  in  the  adfion.  Thofe  on 
that  fide  of  her  lower  deck  oppofed  to  the  Vi&ory,  were  all  difmpunted  except  five 

to. 
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Hardy  and  Adair,  Lieutenant  Rote- 
fy  of  the  marines,  and  fome  mid- 
Ihiprrie*  on  the  Viftory's  poop  for 
fome  time  afterwards.  At  length 
one  of  them  was  killed  by  a  muf- 
ket-ball ;  and  on  the  other's  then 
attempting  to  make  his  efcape  from 
the  top  down  the  rigging,  Mr. 
Pollard  (rnidOiiprnan)  bred  his  mtif- 
ket  at  him,  and  (hot  him  in  the 
back  ;  when  he  fell  dead  from  the 
Ihrouds,  on  the  Redoutable’s  poop. 


Memoirs  of  Ifaac  Reed ,  Efq.  By 
fames  Bofwell,  Efq. 

{ From  the  European  Magazine. J 

ISAAC  REED,  Efq.,  F.  S.  A., 
was  born  the  ife  of  January,  1741-2, 
in  Stewart-frreet,  Old  Artillery 
Ground,  in  the  liberty  of  his  Ma- 
jeky's  Tower  of  London,  of  a 
family  highly  refpeftafale,  and  of 
confiderablc  antiquity.  His  father 
in  particular,  though  engaged  in 
the  humble  occupation  of  a  baker, 
was  a  man  of  education  and  abili¬ 
ties  very  fuperior  to  his  apparent 
condition,  and  both  capable  and 
defirous  of  bellowing  thefe  advan¬ 
tages  upon  his  fon.  Being  of  a 
conftitution  exceedingly  delicate, 
the  fubjeft  of  this  Memoir  during 
bis  earlieft  years  remained  with  his 
parents  5  from  whom  he  was  at 
length  removed  to  an  academy  at 
Streatham.  One  of  his  fchool- 
fellows  was  the  prefent  principal  of 
Staple  Inn  ;  whofe  intimacy  with 
Mr.  R.  was  unabated  till  his  death, 
and  who  cherifhes  an  affeftionate 
regard  to  his  memory.  Mr.  R. 
ilill  continued  in  a  Hate  of  great 
bodily  weaknefs,  and  for  many 
years  of  his  life  was  threatened 
with  confumptive  fymptoms. 

In  the  year  1757?  he  became  an 
articled  Clerk  to  Meflrs.  Perrpt 


and  Hodgfon,  then  eminent  attorn 
nies  in  London.  When  his  clerk- 
fhip  was  concluded,  he  engaged 
hiinfelf  as  affiftant  to  Mr.  Holkins, 
of  Lincoln's-inn,  an  eminent  Bar- 
rider  and  Conveyancer.  In  this 
fituation  Mr,  R.  remained  for 
about  a  year  ;  when  he  took  cham¬ 
bers  in  Gray’s-inn,  and  began  to 
praftife  as  a  Conveyancer  on  his 
own  account. 

Independently,  however,  of  his 
application  to  the  laborious  duties 
of  his  profeffion,  Mr.  R.  previous 
to  this  period,  had  acquired  great 
proficiency  in  general  knowledge* 
and  in  particular  a  decided  take 
for  Old  Englifh  literature,  and  an 
Intimate  acquaintance  with  old 
Englifh  authors.  Retired  and 
fimple  in  his  manners,  flrift  and 
unbending  in  his  integrity,  with¬ 
out  any  prepoffeffion  for  the  law, 
of  which  he  has  been  heard  to 
fay  “  the  praftice  was  intolerable/* 
he  made  it  his  principal  care  to 
obtain  a  fundamental  knowledge  of 
the  jurifprudence  of  his  country  ; 
and  having  fucceeded  to  this  ex., 
tent,  he  facrificed  without  reluft- 
ance  his  expeditions  of  profeffional 
advancement,  and  gave  his  chief 
attention  to  purfuits  more  agree¬ 
able  to  his  accuftomed  habits,  and 
better  fuited  to  his  peculiar  turn 
of  mind. 

Perhaps,  of  literary  cha rafters, 
very  few  had  read ,  and  fewer  ftili 
had  remembered ,  fo  much  as  Ifaac 
Reed.  His  knowledge  of  ancient 
Englifh  writers  was  almoft  un¬ 
bounded,  and  his  memory  tenaci¬ 
ous  and  exaft  t©  a  very  extraordi¬ 
nary  degree ;  and  hence  his  pub¬ 
lications  (though  from  extreme 
modefty,  and  a  diffidence  fcarcely 
lefs  extraordinary  than  his  merit, 
he  feldom  appeared  before  the  pub¬ 
lic 
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lie  othejrwife  than  as  an  Editor,) 
are  ftamped  with  a  value  peculiarly 
their  own.  The  fame  remarkable 
delicacy  and  referve  which  charac- 
terifed  him  even  among  his  moft 
intimate  acquaintances,  render  it 
extremely  difficult  to  enumerate 
all  his  produdions ;  but  the  follow¬ 
ing  lift  may  be  confidered  a3  tole, 
rably  accurate 

So  early  as  tile  year  1768,  he 
colleded  into  one  volume  the 
poetical  works  of  the  Hon.  Lady 
Mary  Wortley  Montague.  In 
1778  he  printed  a  few  copies  of 
Middleton’s  curious  unpubiifhed 
play,  called.  £i  The  Witch ,  a  Tragi - 
Coomodie  which  were  only  cir¬ 
culated  privately  among  his  friends. 
In  the  fame  year  appeared  a  fixth 
volume  of  Dr.  Young’s  Works. 
It  is  remarkable,  that  when  he 
was  requefted  to  fuffer  his  name, 
or  his  initials,  to  appear  in  the 
title-page,  or  advertifement,  he 
made  anfwer,  (fo  great  was  his 
dread  on  that  occafion,)  r£  he  be¬ 
lieved  he  fhould  prefer  the  pillory 
itfelf,  if  it  were  propofed  as  an 
alternative.0  In  1773  Mr.  R. 
collected  and  publifhed  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  Seatonian  Prze  Poems,  from 
their  inftitution  in  1750.  From 
1773  to  about  1780  he  was  a 
valuable  and  conftant  contributor 
to  the  Weftminfter  Magazine, 
more  particularly  in  the  biographi¬ 
cal  department.  He  was  alfo  an 
occafional  contributor  to  the  Gen¬ 
tleman’s  Magazine  ;  but  of  late 
years,  The  European  Magazine, 
of  which,  till  within  a  few  months 
paft,  he  was  both  Editor  and  a 
Proprietor,  was  honoured  with  his 
immediate  and  particular  care  and 
fuperintendence.  In  1775  appear¬ 
ed  Pearch’s  Colledioq  of  Poems, 
4  yds,  ;  which  has  been  errone- 


oufly  aferibed  to  Geo.  Keate,  Efq. 
In  1777,  an  account  of  the  Lite 
and  Writings  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr. 
Dodd.  The  Eiographia  Drama  - 
tica,  2  vols.  8vo,  founded  upon 
Baker’s  Companion  to  the  Play- 
houfe,”  was  a  favourite  work  of 
Mr.  Reed’s,  and  may  be  confidered 
as  one  of  his  moft  original  produc¬ 
tions.  Since  its  publication,  in 
1782,  Mr.  R.  had  continually 
interefted  himfejf  in  arranging  and 
colleding  materials  for  an  impro¬ 
ved  edition  ;  but  about  two  years 
fince,  finding  himfelf  unequal  to 
continue  his  exertions,  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  this  work  was  transferred 
to  MefTrs.  Longman  and  Rees  ; 
and,  on  Mr.  Reed’s  ftrongeft  re¬ 
commendation,  the  completion  of 
it  was  undertaken  by  Mr.  Stephen 
Jones,  in  whofe  hands  it  will  not 
fail  to  appear  before  the  public 
with  every  advantage.  In  1780 
appeared  an  improved  addition  of 
Dodfley’s  Old  Plays,  in  12  vols.  5 
the  original  title-pages  of  which 
were  found  among  Mr.  Reed’s  pa¬ 
pers,  having  been  cancelled,  on 
account  of  the  Publifher’s  having 
inferted  the  name  of  the  Editor  ; 
a  circumftance,  as  before  obferved, 
highly  repugnant  to  his  feelings. 
In  1782,  a  new  edition  of  Dodfley’s 
Collodion  of  Poems,  with  biogra¬ 
phical  notes,  6  vols.,  Svo.  To 
thefe  we  may  add  two  fupplemental 
volumes,  a  thirteenth  and  four¬ 
teenth,  to  Dr.  Johnfon’s  Work's^ 
1788  ;  a  Sekd  Colledion  of 
Fugitive  Pieces  of  Wit  and  Hu¬ 
mour,  in  Profe  and  Verfe,  under 
the  title  of  the  Repofttory,  4  vols. 
Svo.  1777 — 1783;  the  Life  of 
Dr.  Goldfmith,  prefixed  to  the 
fecond  volume  of  his  Effays,  col- 
leded  and  publifhed  in  3  vols.  by 
Mr.  Wright,  the  printer,  1798; 

and 
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and  a  concife,  but  mafterly,  deli¬ 
neation  of  his  friend,  Dr.  Farmer, 
communicated  by  Mr.  R.  to  Wil¬ 
liam  Seward  Efq,  and  printed  in 
his  Biographiana. 

To  the  generality  of  readers, 
however,  the  name  of  Mr.  Reed  is 
rnoft  familiar  as  an  annotator  on 
Shakfpeare.  It  is  by  no  means 
neceflary  to  enter  upon  a  fubjeft  fo 
difficult  and  abftrufe  as  the  original 
text  of  Shakfpeare ;  but  the  cha- 
ra&er  of  Mr.  Reed  under  this  head 
may  be  fummed  up  with  equal 
truth  and  brevity,  under  the  four 
following  elegant  lines  add  relied  to 
him  by  an  anonymous  author  : — 

Too  pompous,  labour’d,  confident,  refin’d, 

Moll  annotations  on  our  Bard  appear  j 
Thine  trace  with  modeft  care  his  mighty 
mind,  •  [clear. 

And,  like  thy  life,  are  fimple,  juft,  and 

The  firft  edition  of  Shakfpeare  in 
which  Mr.  R.  was  engaged  was 
that  of  1785,  in  10  vols.  This 
he  undertook  at  the  particular  re- 
queft  of  his  friend,  Mr.  Steevens, 
with  whom  Mr.  R.  was  joint 
Editor  in  the  fubfequent  edition  of 
1793,  in  19  vols.  It  is  worthy 
record,  that  during  the  time  when 
this  edition  was  in  the  prefs,  Mr. 
Steevens  walked  from  Hampftead 
every  morning,  in  all  feafons,  and 
frequently  before  day-light,  to  Mr. 
Reed's  apartments,  which  were 
now  in  Staple-inn,  Holborn,  rather 
than  want  the  advantage  of  Mr. 
R.’s  opinion  ;  and  his  refpefl  for 
Mr.  Reed's  judgment  was  fo  great, 
that  he  would  not  fuffer  a  lingle 
fheet  to  be  put  to  the  prefs  till  it 
had  firft  been  fubmitted  to  his  in- 
fpe&ion  and  revifal.  Mr.  S.  feel¬ 
ing  himfelf  deeply  indebted  for 
Mr.  R.'s  perfevering  attention  and 
valuable  affillance,  bequeathed  to 
him  his  own  corre&ed  copy  of 
Shakfpeare ;  from  which  was  pub- 


*  347 

lifhed,  in  1803,  Mr.  Reed's  la'll 
fplendid  eddition  of  Shakfpeare, 
in  21  vol.,  8vo.  To  this  edition 
his  name  was  formally  prefixed; 
and  perhaps  it  is  not  too  much  to 
fay,  that  it  will  fuperfede  the  la¬ 
bours  of  future  commentators ; 
though  Mr.  Reed’s  modefty  would 
not  fufifer  him  by  any  means  to 
imagine,  that  all  the  fources  of 
elucidating  his  favourite  author 
were  exhaufted. 

But  ail  thefe,  though  no  incon- 
fiderable  proofs  of  his  induftry  and 
zeal,  are  far  from  comprifing  the 
fum  total  of  his  labours ;  indeed, 
they  give  a  very  inadequate  idea 
of  his  literary  ufefulnefs.  The 
works  which  have  palled  through 
his  hands  to  the  public  are  exceed- 
ingly  numerous,  and  the  occafions 
on  which  he  has  given  his  affillance 
in  difficult  points  of  literature  al- 
moll  beyond  calculation.  Mr* 
Nichols  in  particular,  one  of  his 
eariieft  friends,  and  Editor  of  Dr. 
King’s  Works,  and  the  Supplement 
to  Swift  in  1776,  and  of  Anecdotes 
of  Mr.  Bowyer  in  1782,  gratefully 
acknowledges  the  affillance  he  de¬ 
rived  at  that  early  period  in  thofe 
publications,  from  the  judicious 
obfervations  of  Mr.  Reed.  Many 
limilar  plealing  memorials  of  the 
obligations  expreffed  to  Mr.  R. 
by  authors  of  the  firft  rank  and 
eminence,  remain  in  the  poflef- 
fion  of  his  friends,  and  are  credit** 
able  in  the  higheft  degree  to  his 
talents ;  and  many  valuable  teili- 
monies  of  this  defcription  are  al¬ 
ready  before  the  public.  So  ample, 
indeed,  was  his  collection  of  fcarce 
books,  fo  thoroughly  was  he  con- 
verfant  in  their  contents,  and 
withal  fo  liberal  and  generous,  on 
all  occafions,  in  communicating 
literary  information  and  affiftance 

to 
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to  others,  that  to  ufe  the  words  of 
one  of  the  mcft  amiable  of  his  eu- 
logifU,  ( M  r,  Seward,)  “  his  friends 
were  at  a  lofs  which  to  admire  mojl , 
his  power ^  or  his  inclination  to  c/jfiji 
them.” 

Mr.  Reed’s  moral  character  was 
wholly  unexceptionable,  and  with¬ 
out  reproach.  His  private  life 
was  retired,  and  his  general  con*. 
duCl  and  appearance  Angularly  un- 
obtruiive  and  unprefuming ;  but  he 
was  ever  acceflible  when  he  had 
the  power  or  the  profped  of  being 
ufeful.  He  was  never  married ; 
and  his  health,  though  the  ftrength 
of  his  conflitution  finally  prevailed 
againft  the  threatened  appearances 
of  confumption  (a  diforder  which 
proved  fatal  to  his  father,)  was 
generally  uncertain,  and  frequently 
interrupted  by  fevere  attacks  of 
illnefs.  In  his  latter  years  he  fuf- 
fered  repeatedly,  and  finally  almo/t 
uninterruptedly,  from  paralytic 
aife&ions ;  which  gradually,  but 
painfully,  prepared  the  way  for  his 
diffolution.  As  a  foe,  he  never 
loll  fight  of  the  important  duties 
of  that  relation  ;  and  it  was  one 
of  the  1  a  ft  and  molt  folemn  a&ions 
of  his  life,  to  record,  and  remune¬ 
rate,  fome  marks  of  attentive  kind- 
nefs  fhown  many  years  before,  to 
Ills  mother.  Though  his  habits 
were  ufually  retired,  yet  at  differ¬ 
ent  periods  of  his  life  he  had  made 
three  excurfions  to  the  Continent ; 
and  on  another  occafion,  with  Ma¬ 
jor  Pearfon,  himfelf  alfo  an  eminent 
collector,  he  almoft  made  the  tour 
of  England,  in  fearch  of  rare  books 
and  curiofities  of  literature.  Till 
within  the  few  laft  years,  he  was 
always  an  early  rifer  ;  and  till  in- 
creafing  indifpofition  and  infirmity 
rendered  it  impoffible,  exercife  w>as 
to  him  both  a  fource  of  health  and 


of  plea  fare.  Though  he  never  in* 
traded  himfelf  upon  the  notice  of 
any,  yet  he  numbered  among  his 
particular  friends  fome  of  the  moft 
refpe&able  chara&ers  of  the  metro¬ 
polis.  We  have  already  mentioned 
Dr.  Farmer,  the  learned  Maker  of 
Emanuel  College,  Cambridge ; 
Mr,  Nichols ;  and  Mr.  Sqward, 
the  author  of  Anecdotes  of  Diftiru 
guifhed  Perfons,  &c.  :  but  there 
have  been  few  literary  characters 
of  any  eminence,  from  the  prefent 
period  for  the  laft  thirty  years, 
not  excepting  the  great  Dr.  Samuel 
Johnfon,  who  have  not  defired  the 
acquaintance  of  Mr.  Reed,  anti 
been  benefited  by  the  accumulated 
ftores  of  his  recollection  and  know¬ 
ledge.  He  always  derived  great 
entertainment  from  dramatic  exhi¬ 
bitions,  and  was  wrell  acquainted 
with  the  moft  refpeCtable  members 
of  that  profeflion,  particularly  with 
the  celebrated  David  Garrick,  and 
the  prefent  Mr.  J.  P.  Kemble, 

With  Daniel  Braithwaite,  Efq.s 
formerly  of  the  Poft  Office,  the 
oldeft  and  mod  intimate,  perhaps, 
of  all  his  friends,  a  gentleman  well 
known  to  the  literary  worW  by 
his  zeal  in  the  caufe  of  literature 
and  the  arts,  and  endeared  during 
a  long  life  to  many  friends  by  his 
many  virtues  and  unwearied  bene¬ 
volence,  Mr.  R.  has  at  different 
times  pafled  a  part  of  the  fummer 
feafon  at  Am  well,  Hertfordfhire, 
in  the  cottage  formerly  inhabited 
by  Mr.  Hoole,  the  tfanflator  of 
Ariofto  and  Metaftafio,  and  in  the 
village  celebrated  by  the  deferip- 
tive  poetry  of  Scott ;  and  fo  ftrong 
was  the  attachment  which  he  had 
formed  to  that  place,  and  fo  genu¬ 
ine  and  unalterable  his  humility, 
that  he  made  it  a  particular  requeft 
in  his  will  to  be  buried  at  Amwell, 
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and  that  h*s  funeral  fhould  be  as 
private  as  poflible  ;  defiring  at  the 
fame  time,  that  the  fum  of  ten 
guineas  might  be  diftributed  to 
the  poor  on  the  day  of  his  burial. 
When  his  health  would  permit, 
Mr-  Reed  was  alfo  a  conftant  vifi- 
tor  at  Mr.  Braithwaite’s  houfe  in 
London  ;  and  here  it  was,  on  the 
i  ft.  of  January  laft,  only  four  days 
before  his  death,  that  his  laft  vifit 
was  paid.  On  that  day  he  com¬ 
plained  of  fevere  indifpofttion,  but 
was  able,  with  afiiftance,  to  walk 
home :  nothing,  indeed,  but  ex¬ 
treme  neceftity,  could  have  obli¬ 
ged  him  to  ufe  any  other  convey¬ 
ance.  On  the  Saturday  following 
he  was  materially  better,  and  faid, 
he  had  not  felt  himfelf  fa  well  for 
years.  On  Sunday  he  was  exceed¬ 
ingly  ill ;  and  on  Monday  morn¬ 
ing,  the  5th  of  January,  1807, 
about  eleven  o'clock,  he  expired 
with  the  meeknefs  and  refignation 
of  a  Chriftian,  retaining  his  recol¬ 
lection  to  the  laft,  and  returning  a 
grateful  fmile  to  an  attentive 
friend  who  was  exerting  herfelf 
to  alleviate  his  parting  anguifh. 
His  remains  were  interred  at  Am. 
well,  agreeably  to  his  own  requeft, 
on  Tuefday,  the  13th  of  January, 
attended  by  s  Mr.  Braithwaite, 
Thomas  Greene,  Efq,,  and  George 
Nicol,  Efq.,  and  his  relations,  Mr. 
Aubrey,  Jofeph  Lum,  and  Mr. 
Robert  Lum. 

Mr.  Reed  was  in  pofteftlon  of 
feveral  autographs  of  eminent  pub¬ 
lic  characters,  and  has  left  a  large 
accumulation  of  curious  MSS.,  and 
an  extenftve  and  valuable  library, 
which  he  has  directed  to  be  fold 
by  auCtion ;  and  the  fuperinten- 
dance  of  which  he  has  entrufted  to 
another  of  his  friends,  the  Rev.  H. 
j.  Todd,  the  learned  Editor  of 


*  349 

Spenfer  and  Milton.  The  library 
of  Mr.  Reed  is  particularly  valua¬ 
ble,  becaufe  many  of  the  books  are 
enriched  with  his  own  MS.  notes 
and  obfervations.  His  books, 
with  the  bulk  of  his  property,  he 
has  bequeathed  to  a  female  relation, 
with  whofe  family  he  had  long 
been  upon  terms  of  the  ftricteft  in¬ 
timacy  and  friendihip. 

Biographical  Memoirs  of  the  Bijhop 
of  Leon, 

( From  the  Gentleman* s  Magazine.) 

John  Francis  de  la  Marche, 
Bifhop  of  Comte  de  Leon,  was 
defcended  from  an  antient  and 
noble  family  in  Britanny. 

He  was  born  in  July  1729,  and 
was  educated  at  Quimper  in  that 
province.  Having  entered  very 
early  into  the  army,  he  diftin- 
guiflied  himfelf  at  the  battle  of 
Piacenza  in  Italy,  where  he  was 
wounded ;  and,  foon  after,  viz. 
1747,  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Captain  in  the  Queen’s  Infantry, 
at  the  age  of  19. 

After  the  peace  of  Aix  la  Cha~ 
pelle,  he  returned  to  his  ftudies. 
He  fpent  fome  time  in  a  feminary 
at  Paris,  and  went  into  the  church; 
and,  after  having  taken  his  de¬ 
grees  in  theology,  he  became 
Canon  and  Vicar  General  of  the 
cathedral  church  of  Treguier,  with 
a  penfion  of  2000  livres,  which, 
however,  he  always  applied  to  the 
ufe  of  the  poorer  ftudents.  In 
1772  he  was  made  Bilhop  of  Leon, 
(to  which  the  title  of  Comte  is 
alfo  annexed;)  and  there  being 
but  a  very  fmall  feminary  in  his 
See,  he  purchafed  a  large  piece  of 
ground,  and  ereCted  and  fitted  up 

a  very 
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a  very  handfome  building  or  col¬ 
lege  at  his  own  expence,  proper 
to  hold  about  200  perfons,  over 
whom  he  placed  eccleiiafticks,  dif- 
tinguifhed  for  their  learning  and 
piety  :  to  this  college  he  added  a 
fmall  feminary,  where  the  poorer 
lludents  were  brought  up  and  in- 
ffrufted  free  of  all  expence* 

He  endowed  the  whole  of  this  him- 
felf  with  funds  fufficient  for  the  fala- 
ries  of  the  Profelfors,  and  for  the  re¬ 
pairs  of  the  buildings.  This  Eftab- 
iifhment  was  completed  long  be¬ 
fore  the  Revolution,  as  is  known 
to  feveral  emigrants  now  in  this 
country,  and  to  feveral  Englilh 
who  vifited  Britanny  before  that 
period. 

Befides  this  work,  this  good 
Bilhop  was  very  a&ive  in  various 
plans  and  purfuits  for  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  his  Diocefe,  and  particu¬ 
larly  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor, 
having  dedicated  two -thirds  of  his 
income  for  thefe  purpofes.  The 
progrefs  of  the  French  Revolution 
is  too  well  known  to  need  a  recital 
here,  nor  does  the  writer  know  the 
detail  of  this  Prelate's  opinions  oj: 
conduct  till  the  month  of  January 
1791,  when  he  became  obnoxious 
to  the  ruling  powers  by  refilling 
the  new  civil  conftitution,  as  it 
was  called,  of  the  clergy,  dated 
Auguft  24,  1790  y  by  which  the 
bifhopric  of  Leon  was  fupprelfed, 
and  united  to  that  of  Quimper,  in 
order  to  form  the  diocefe  of  the 
latter  ;  notwithftanding  which  the 
Bilhop  of  Leon  continued  to  refide 
in  his  epifcopal  houfe,  and  to  exer- 
cife  his  fun&ions. 

In  confequence  of  this  want  of 
compliance  with  the  new  order  of 
things,  feveral  proceedings  were 
had  againft  him  in  the  department 
©f  Morbihan ;  and  notice  was  feat 


him  to  qtiit  the  epifcopal  houfe, 
and  to  deliver  up  all  the  papers  re^ 
lative  to  the  temporal  andfpiritua! 
government  of  his  See* 

As  the  Bilhop,  however,  paid 
little  attention  to  thefe  orders,  his 
condud  was  reprefen  ted  to  the 
national  alfembly  then  fitting  at 
Paris,  who  made  a  decree  the  1 6th 
Feb.  179 3,  to  fend  three  com- 
miffioners  into  the  department, 
under  pretence  of  eftablilhing  or¬ 
der;  and,  among  other  things,  di- 
reded,  that  the  late  Bilhop  of 
Treguier,  St.  Pol  de  Leon,  and 
Nannes,  Ihould  immediately,  on 
the  notification  of  the  decree,  at¬ 
tend  the  national  alfembly* 

This  decree  was  immediately 
printed ;  and  fent  off  to  the  Di¬ 
redory  of  the  department  of  Fi- 
nifterre,  with  orders  to  ferve  it, 
by  an  officer  of  the  Marechaulfee 
on  the  Bilhop  of  Leon,  and  fummon 
him  to  obey  it  without  delay.  An 
officer  was  fent  diredly  to  the 
diftrid  at  Morlaix,  with  orders 
that  the  Bilhop  Ihould  be  conduded 
immediately,  in  a  carriage  under 
a  good  efcort,  to  the  national 
alfembly. 

.  The  Bilhop  received  this  decree 
the  24th,  at  10  o'clock  at  night, 
and  prepared  to  attend  the  na¬ 
tional  alfembly  according  to  the 
decree ;  but  having  received  pri¬ 
vate  advice  on  Friday  the  25th 
not  to  go  to  Paris,  where  he  would 
infallibly  be  imprifoned ;  and  hav¬ 
ing  received  an  exprefs  from  Mor¬ 
laix  the  fame  evening,  whilll  at¬ 
tending  a  concert  at  a  lady's  houfe, 
that  he  had  only  a  few  minutes  to 
withdraw  himfelf  from  the  purfuit 
of  three  officers  of  the  Marechauf- 
fee,  (who  were  fetting  out  with  a 
carriage  to  carry  him  off  to  Paris,  J 
he  immediately  left  the  room- and 
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ftihc  houfe  of  M.  de - ,  in  the 

fuburbs. 

The  Bifiiop’s  motive  for  efcaping 
from  the  purfuit  were,  that  he  was 
aware  of  the  violence  of  parties  at 
Paris,  that  he  knew  his  friends  and 
parifhioners  at  Leon  would  defend 
him,  and  that  fome  blood  therefore 
would  be  fpilt  in  the  condid. 

The  officefs  of  the  Ma rechauf¬ 
fe  e  arrived  with  their  carriage 
about  half  an  hour  after,  he  had 
quitted  the  place ;  they  then  en¬ 
quired  for  him  at  M.  de - ’s, 

where  he  had  been  that  evening, 
and  announced  their  intention  of  a 
more  particular  fearch  the  next 
morning,  an  account  being  brought 
of  this  to  the  Bifhop,  he  thought 
it  bed  to  pafs  the  following  day, 
Saturday,  Feb*  26,  in  the  fields 
and  woods,  difguifed  as  a  fportfman 
following  game. 

Being  informed  that  the  officers 
had  been  fent  another  way  by  fome 
©f  his  friends,  he  returned  to  the 
fame  houfe  at  night  ;  the  next 
morning,  Sunday  the  27th,  he 
determined  to  quit  the  country, 
and  bargained  with  an  Englilh 
fmuggler  which  was  at  Rafcoff,  a 
fmall  port  in  Brittany,  to  take  him 
to  England,  and  it  was  agreed  a 
boat  Ihould  be  ready  to  take  him 
up  at  10  o’clock  at  night. 

He  determined  to  take  no  bag¬ 
gage  with  him,  and  had  wifhed 
nobody  to  accompany  him ;  but 
many  perfons  came  to  attend  him, 
and  he  could  not  prevent  two  of 
them  from  fo  doing.  He  fet  out 
at  half  pall  eight,  and  after  irn- 
menfe  fatigue,  arrived  at  the  ren¬ 
dezvous  by  a  circuitous  path  at 
1 1  o’clock ;  his  hands  torn,  his 
legs  bruifed,  and  his  feet  quite 
wet.  S(  Providentially,”  he  fays, 
for  this  is  his  own  account,  and  in 


in  his  own  words,  ce  I  had  a  pair 
of  dry  dockings,  and  the  boat¬ 
man  lent  me  a  pair  of  {hoes.” 
They  fet  fail  on  Monday  morn¬ 
ing,  the  28th,  at  fix  o’clock,  the 
wind  E.  N.  E.  with  a  high  fea. 
They  faw  the  Englifh  coad  on 
Tuefday  afternoon,  March  the  id; 
but  an  apprehendon  of  the  cudom- 
houfe  officers  and  the  look-out 
boats,  made  the  mader  of  the  veffei 
put  off  frequently  from  the  land; 
this  continued  all  Wednefday,  and 
they  did  not  anchor  till  Thurfday 
morning,  the  3d  of  March,  at  two 
o’clock,  in  Mount’s  Bay. 

When  the  veffel  was  unlading, 
a  boat  came  to  take  him  up  about 
five  o’clock,  and  conduced  him 
to  the  only  houfe  there  was  on  the 
fhore,  kept  by  one  Peter  Carter, 
who  fpoke  French,  and  fupplied 
him  with  fome  warm  gin  and 
water  and  a  bed,  where  he  got 
fome  little  red,  of  which,  he  fa ys 
in  his  diary,  he  “  had  the  more 
need,  as  he  had  fpent  three  nights 
in  a. vile  leaky  boat,  in  very  bad 
weather,  without  any  bed  except 
fome  fail-cloth  and  failors  cloaths 
on  planks,  and  barrels  of  brandy. 
But,  (l  providentially,”  the  good 
man  adds,  “  I  was  not  fea-dck  ; 
otherwife  I  could  not  have  borne 
it,  joined  to  the  cold  and  the  un- 
eafinefs  of  my  feat.” 

His  hod  conduced  him  to  Ma. 
razion,  about  a  league  diftant* 
He  there  met  with  fome  French, 
and  Englifh  who  underdood  French, 
who  changed  fome  French  filver  he 
had  dill  left.  He  met,  likewife, 
with  a  Mr.  Churchill,  clerk  to 
Mr.  Fox,  near  Falmouth,  who 
gave  him  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Scott, 
of  Penryn,  and  told  him  where 
Mr.  Clainfie  lived,  who  had  lived 
and  whom  he  had  known  in  Bri- 
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fanny,  viz.  near  St.  Auftle,  in  his 
way  to  London.  He  flopped  and 
flept  at  Mrs.  Scott’s  at  Penryn, 
and  fet  out  on  Saturday  the  5th  of 
March  for  the  refidence  of  Mr. 
Clainfie,  whom  he  found  at  dinner 
with  his  family.  At  firft  they 
thought  him  an  apparition,  and 
could  not  believe  their  eyes ;  but 
after  they  knew  him  (more  by  his 
voice  than  his  perfon)  and  they 
had  heard  his  ftory,  they  burft 
into  tears.  Being  Catholics,  he 
officiated  on  the  Sunday :  they 
loaded  him  with  civilities,  and  it 
was  with  difficulty  he  got  away  on 
Thurfday,  after  having  palled  Afh- 
Wednefday  with  them.  Mr.  Clainfie 
infilled  on  his  fon  accompanying 
the  Bilhop  to  London,  which  the 
latter  confented  to,  finding  the 
young  man  wifhed  it  in  order  to 
vifit  his  brother,  whom  he  had 
not  feen  for  three  years. 

He  met  at  Mr.  Clainfie’s  Mr. 
Brindie,  a  Catholic  priell,  who 
gave  him  a  letter  to  Lord  Arundel, 
at  Wardour-caftle,  and  whom  he 
intended  to  vifit  in  his  way  to 
London. 

They  arrived  at  Exeter  the 
irth,  where,  the  Bilhop  fays,  a 
fuperb  cathedral  reminded  him 
what  was  formerly  the  religion  of 
this  illand ;  the  fame  at  Wells. 
They  arrived  at  Bath  on  Saturday 
the  1 2  th,  there  they  met  Lord  and 
Lady  Arundel,  Mr.  Clifford,  of 
whom  the  Bilhop  fpeaks  highly, 
Mr.  Wemlley,  a  Catholic  Bilhop, 
the  French  Ambaffador,  M.  de  la 
^Luzerne,  and  his  daughter,  who 
received  him  with  particular  ci¬ 
vility. 

He  fpent  a  good  deal  of  time 
with  Lord  and  Lady  Arundel,  and 
attended  the  Catholic  chapel,  where 
Mr,  Heteley  officiated.  They  left 


Bath  on  Tuefday  the  15  th,  and 
palling  by  Windfor,  where  the 
Bilhop  much  admired  the  beautiful 
chapel  of  St.  George;  they  ar¬ 
rived  in  town  on  the  16th. 

The  above  is  an  abfiraft  kept 
by  the  Bilhop  in  a  very  fmall  neat 
hand;  it  is  interfperfed  with  ob- 
fervations  on  the  roads  and  conve- 
niences  of  travelling  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  on  its  foil  and  cultivation,  o» 
the  civilities  he  every  where  met 
with,  and  the  manner  in  which  he 
was  (truck  with  the  ohjedls  as  they 
prefented  themfelves,  particularly 
Exeter,  Bath,  Windfor,  and  Lon¬ 
don,  which  he  celebrates  as  much 
fuperior  to  Paris,  in  the  breadth 
and  length  of  its  fireets,  and  its 
accommodation  for  foot  paffen- 
gers,  but  not  equal  to  it  in  palaces 
and  magnificent  buildings,  except 
St.  Paul’s,  which  he  compares  to 
§t.  Genevieve  at  Paris.  All  this 
is  related  in  the  moll  fimple  and 
natural  manner,  without  thofe  pre¬ 
judices  which  might  have  been  ex¬ 
pelled  from  a  Prelate  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church.  The  events 
and  obfervations  appear  to  be  put 
down  the  fame  day  that  they  oc¬ 
curred,  and  fhevv  the  wonderful 
compofure  and  tranquillity  of  his 
mind,  which  had  leifure,  fo  foot* 
after  the  perils  he  had  lately 
efcaped,  to  obferve  and  to  note 
down  the  hourly  occurrences  of  the 
day. 

If  the  charaTer  of  the  Bifnop 
had  not  been  before  well  known 
in  this  country,  efpecially  to  thofe 
of  his  own  perfuafion,  his  piety 
and  humility,  and  his  fingular 
efcape,  would  have  foon  made  him, 
an  objeft  of  attention  and  interell 
to  all  who  faw  and  became  ac? 
quainted  with  him.  His  perfon 
was  not  in  hi$  favour,  being  fhort, 
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and  of  a  very  fallow  complexion, 
as  mod  of  the  French  are  after  a 
certain  age.  He  was  at  this  time 
in  his  62d  year;  but  his  talents 
and  vigour  of  mind  were  unim¬ 
paired,  and  remained  fo,  as  will 
be  feen,  to  his  very  lateft  hour, 
verifying  the  obfervation,  I  think, 
of  Seneca,  “  Manet  ingenium  Se- 
mbus,  mode  permaneant  ftudium  et 
induftria.” 

He  foon  became  known  to  many 
coniiderable  perfons  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  particularly  to  the  Duke  of 
Portland,  Lord  Fitz-William,  Mr. 
Burke,  Mr.  Metcalfe,  M.  P.  for 
Plympton,  and  many  others  dif- 
tinguiftied  for  their  rank,  their  ta¬ 
lents,  or  their  virtues :  and  as 
many  of  the  French  clergy  began 
about  this  time  to  fly  to  this 
country,  he  became  the  rallying 
point  to  whom  they  all  applied  for 
advice,  afliftance,  and  relief.  The 
numbers  of  them,  however,  were 
at  this  time  not  great,  and  the 
private  donations  were  chiefly  fup- 
plied  by  the  Catholics  of  this  coun¬ 
try.  The  Bifhop  was  no  fooner  fet¬ 
tled  in  bis  retreat,  than  he  addrefled 
a  Paftoral  Letter  to  his  Diocefe, 
which  he  begins  in  this  manner  : 

((  United  to  t  he  clergy  of  my 
Diocefe  by  affedion,  by  efteem 
and  confidence,  I  find  fome  eonfo- 
lation  in  fpeaking  to  them  of  the 
afllidion  which  filled  my  breaft,  in 
being  under  a  neceffity  of  abfent- 
ing  myfelf  from  them  ;  and  I  feel 
it  my  duty  to  inform  them  of  the 
reafon  which  determined  me  to 
withdraw  myfelf  from  oppreifion, 
and  to  leave  my  own  country. 

“  You  are  not  ignorant,  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  that  a  mere  report,  full  of 
the  falfeft  imputations,  was  thought 
fufficient  to  produce  an  order  for 
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me  to  attend  the  national  aiTembly 
without  delay. 

fS  This  order  was  brought  tQ 
me  at  nine  o’clock  at  night  ;  the 
next  morning  I  prepared  for  my 
departure,  but  they  did  not  give 
me  time  to  effed  it :  that  very  day 
I  received  certain  advice  that  the 
officers  of  the  Marechauflee  would 
arrive  in  a  few  minutes  to  carry 
me  away  by  force. 

<(  I  feared  not  to  appear  before 
any  tribunal ;  if  they  attacked 
my  dodrine,  it  was  that  of  the 
clergy  of  France,  of  the  Holy 
See,  and  of  the  Catholic  church; 

I  was  ready  to  give  an  account  of 
the  hope  that  was  in  me: — if  they 
blamed  my  condud,  it  was  eafy 
to  juftify  it ;  it  was  as  public  as  it 
was  innocent ;  but  when  all  fem- 
blance  of  juftice  was  laid  afide, 
when  force  was  employed  againft 
my  perfon,  and  againft  that  liberty 
which  had  been  fo  often  guaran¬ 
teed  by  the  new  conftitution,  I 
faw  there  was  no  longer  any  fecu- 
rity  in  the  tribunals,  in  law,  or 
in  juftice.  “  I  was  aware That  the 
fmalleft  degree  of  violence  exer- 
cifed  againft  me  would  have 
been  to  prohibit  me  all  cqrref- 
pondence  with  my  diocefe.  -  * 
*  *  My  thoughts,  therefore,  were 
occupied  in  providing  for  myfelf  a 
retreat,  where  I  might  hope  to  coin, 
municate  with  my  clergy,  and  be 
able  to  proted  them  againft  all  the 
attempts  which  might  be  made 
to  fhake  their  religious  prin¬ 
ciples.  ******* 
f(  I  feel  myfelf  compenfated  for 
the  fevere  fatigues  I  have  under¬ 
gone,  by  the  confolation  I  now 
enjoy  of  your  hearing  my  voice, 
and  of  the  intereft  I  take  in  your 
fufferings.” 
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He  then  takes  notice  of  the 

* 

arts  made  ufe  of  to  corrupt  fome 
of  his  clergy,  and  to  induce  them 
to  take  the  oath  to  maintain  the 
new  civil  conftitution  of  the 
church,  the  errors  and  defe&s  of 
which  he  points  out  at  large,  to 
Ihew  that  it  is  quite  inconliftent 
with  the  principles  and  do&rine  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

He  then  finifties  by  faying, 
<f  that  if  he  is  prevented  by  vio¬ 
lence  from  his  perfonal  afliftance,  he 
will  not  ceafe  to  co-operate  with 
them  by  his  continual  prayers, 
and  by  all  the  fervices  which  his 
unwilling  abfence  will  permit. ’* 

This  letter  is  dated  April  8, 
179?. 

After  this,  he  learned  that  per¬ 
fections  increafed  in  Brjtanny, 
and  that  many  of  the  clergy  of  his 
Diqcefe  were  coming  over  to  Jerfey 
to  efcape  from  them.  He  found, 
likewife,  that  the  communication 
with  his  diocefe  was  rendered  more 
difficult  ;  notwithftanding  which, 
he  wrote  them  a  fecond  letter  the 
20th  of  Auguft,  which  was  printed, 
in  the  hopes  of  being  circulated 
amongft  them.  It  began  as 
follows : 

“  When,  my  dear  brethren,  the 
eircumftances  already  known  to 
you,  obliged  me  to  leave  you,  the 
hope  of  communicating  with  my 
clergy,  and  through  them  with 
tlie  reft  of  my  diocefe,  determined 
the  place  of  my  retreat,  and  was 
the  only  alleviation  of  my  forrow. 
This  confolation  has  foon  been  en¬ 
vied  me  :  communications  have  be¬ 
come  more  difficult.  Domiciliary 
vifits^  refearches,  and  inquifitions, 
have  been  increafed,  to  prevent  all 
correfpondence,  and  public  confi¬ 
dence  openly  betrayed.  It  was 
Only  by  extraordinary  precaution 


that  fome  copies  of  my  letter  of 
the  8  th  of  April  reached  you,  and 
we  do  not  know  whether  the  one 
we  now  addrefs  you  will  be  able 
to  eyade  the  jealous  attention 
which  endeavours  to  counteract  all 
our  proceedings. 

“  We  know  that  perfecution 
reigns  from  one  extremity  of  the 
kingdom  to  the  other ;  that  from 
the  Bifnops  it  extends  to  all 
the  paftors,  and  to  every  part  of 
the  kingdom.  > 

We  learned  that  many  of  our 
fellow-labourers  had  fought  refuge 
in  a  neighbouring  illand.  We 
wifhed  much  to  go  to  them ;  and, 
after  adverfe  winds  and  a  difficult 
navigation,  we  have  had  the  fatif- 
faCtion  of  taking  them  in  our 
arms ;  it  was  the  moft  pleafing  em¬ 
ploy  we  had  fince  our  abfence  frorq 
you  :  but  it  was  of  fnort  duration. 
We  heard  with  grief  the  dangers 
which  they  had  efcaped,  and  the 
oppreftion  which  was  the  caufe 
of  them,”  (which  he  then  de* 
fcribes:)  ((  Such  is  the  recital, 
which  penetrated  our  heart  by 
turns  with  grief  and  with  admira,. 
tion.  In  feeing  what  our  diocefe 
now  is,  we  recalled  to  our  mind 
what  it  was,  and  tears  have  flowed 
from  our  eyes.  Alas !  what  is 
become  of  that  majeftic  temple^ 
the  Mother  Church  ?  Her  facred 
walls  no  longer  refound  the  daily 
praifes  of  our  Lord  !  What  is  be-* 
come  of  thofe  interefting  eftablilh- 
ments  where  the  youth  of  both 
fexes  received  pure  and  folid  in- 
ftruClion,  a  polilhed  and  religious 
education,  where  young  ecclefi- 
allies,  formed  t©  knowledge  and 
piety,  were  reared  under  the  lhade 
of  the  altar,  and  conftituted  out- 
joy  and  our  hope. 

What  are  become  of  thofe 
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manflons  of  filence,  where,  at  the 
voice  of  God,  by  the  organ  of  his 
Minifters,  the  broken  heart  was 
healed,  enmity  extinguiftied,  re¬ 
venge  fmothored,  injuftice  repaired, 
fi ns  confefled,  detefted,  and  par¬ 
doned 

He  then  launches  out  into  the 
moft  eloquent  expoftulations,  and 
juft  ideations  of  his  own  conduct 
and  of  the  caufes  of  his  perfecu- 
tion,  in  which  he  developes  his 
own  principles,  and  contends  that 
thefe  are  the  true  principles  of  the 
Catholic  church,  his  chief  crime 
being  that  he  thought  it  right  to 
©bey  God  rather  than  men. 

4t  They  think,”  fays  he,  *c  that 
the  perfecting  us  to  poverty, 
prifon,  and  even  death,  will  pro¬ 
mote  the  work  of  their  revolution. 
Their  enthuliafm  has  blinded  them ; 
they  know  not  what  they  do.  But 
we  know  what  charity  commands 
ns ;  we  know  that  it  enjoins  us 
4  to  forgi-ve  them ,  to  hlefs  them ,  to 
pray  for  them.*  If  <we  love  thofe 
that  love  us,  what  reward  have 
we?  do  not  even  the  publicans  do 
the  fame  ?  but  to  love  our  enemies, 
to  do  good  to  thofe  that  hate  us, 
to  blefs  them  that  curie  us,  and  to 
pray  for  them  who  defpitefully  ufe 
us  and  perfecute  us,  this  is  our  law, 
this  is  the  precept  of  our  Divine 
Legiilator  !** 

Private  contributions  had  been 
made  foon  after  the  Bifttop’s  arrival 
in  England,  not  only  by  Lord 
Arundel,  and  many  of  the  wealthy 
Roman  Catholics,  but  by  the 
Marquis  of  Buckingham,  Earl 
Fitzwilliam,  Lord  Camelford,  Mr. 
Burke,  Mr.  Meynell,  Mr.  Met-, 
calfe,  and  others,  to  the  amount 
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of  above  joool. ;  this  had  gone  a 
great  way  towards  the  relief  of  the 
few  hundred  perfons  who  had  been 
driven  to  this  country  in  the  inter¬ 
val  of  thofe  months. 

The  fucceflive  oppreffions  and 
perfections,  particularly  of  the 
French  clergy,  both  individually 
and  collectively,  during  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  year  1791,  and 
the  whole  of  the  year  1792,  are 
too  well  known  to  require  a  mi¬ 
nute  defeription  in  this  place.  If 
they  afford  inftances  of  the  moft 
favage  cruelty  and  barbarity  in 
fuch  numbers  as  to  conftitute  them 
the  a&s  of  almoft  a  whole  nation, 
which  was  at  leaft  paflive  on  the 
©ccafion,  they  afford  likewife  the 
moft  heroic  examples  of  Chriftian 
piety,  fortitude,  and  patience, 
that  are  to  be  met  with  in  the 
pages  of  hiftory.  But  it  was  not 
till  after  the  atrocities  of  Autruft 

V  O' 

and  September  1792*,  that  they 
were  under  the  neceffity  of  flying  by 
hundreds  and  by  thoufands  to  the 
neighbouring  kingdoms.  Many 
thoufands  fled  to  Flanders,  to  Hol¬ 
land  and  Germany,  to  Italy  and 
to  Spain ;  from  Britanny  and  Nor¬ 
mandy  they  chiefly  flocked  to  this 
country,  where,  by  means  of  the 
ocean,  they  efcaped  more  expedi- 
tioufly  the  fury  of  their  enemies, 
though  many  were  loft  in  their 
paffage. 

Every  part  of  the  coaft  oppofite 
to  France,  particularly  of  Kent 
and  Suffex,  was  daily  crowded 
with  French  emigrant  clergy:  they 
were  every  where  received  with 
the  utmoft  Chriftian  charity  and 
hofpitality.  The  Bifhop  of  Leon 
was  at  this  time  at  Wardour  Caftle, 


*  Vide  Barruel’s  Hiftory  of  the  French  Clergy,  and  Maton  de  la  Varennes.  The 
detail  of  thefe  cruelties  is  hardly  credible,  and  mult  ever  be  the  difgrace  of  humanity. 
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the  hofpitable  feat  of  Lord  Arun¬ 
del,  who  was  expecting  a  viftt  from 
their  Majefties  in  their  way  from 
Weymouth.  He  immediately  haf- 
tened  up  to  London  to  his  lodgings 
at  Mrs.  Silburn’s  in  Queen  Street, 
Bloomfbury,  to  whom  he  had  been 
recommended  on  his  firft:  arrival 
in  England  in  the  preceding  year. 

Here  he  had  found  a  hoftefs,  of 
a  different  rank,  indeed,  and  fitua- 
tion  in  life  to  the  hoftefs  of  Shu- 
nem,  but  of  the  fame  humane  and 
tender  heart,  not  only  impreffed 
with  the  higheft  refpett  for  his 
facred  chara&er,  but  alive  alfo  to  all 
the  finer  feelings  of  fenfibility  and 
Chriftian  charity.  He  had  refided 
there  fince  his  arrival  in  a  fmall 
chamber,  folely  occupied  in  admi- 
niftering  to  the  wants  of  his 
brethren,  who  had  been  daily  ar¬ 
riving  from  their  own  miferable 
country.  Mrs.  Silburn  was  the 
widow  of  a  cooper  who  had  left 
no  children  of  his  own,  but  had 
fupported  thofe  of  his  brother,  two 
fons  and  two  daughters ;  he  had 
died  a  few  years  before  in  indif¬ 
ferent  circumftances;  notwithftand- 
ing  which,  his  widow  continued 
to  maintain  and  educate  them, 
though  fhe  had  hardly  any  other 
means  than  thofe  of  letting  lodg¬ 
ings  ;  but  her  chara&er,  her  ceco- 
nomy,  her  benevolence,  and  ex¬ 
emplary  condudl,  had  created  her 
numerous  friends.  The  rent  of  the 
Bifhop's  room  was  not  high,  but 
fhe  demanded  nothing,  and  re¬ 
ceived  from  him  lefs  than  her  ac- 
cuftomed  rent. 

Hitherto  the  Bifhop  had  been 
fupported  by  a  few  occafional  re¬ 
mittances  from  France.  He  had 
declined  many  offers  of  the  Lnglifti 
nobility,  who  knew  his  n^erit  and 
pitied  his  fituation. 

‘  But  though  the  number  of  thofe 


who  arrived  here,  previous  ts 
Auguft  and  September  1792,  was 
not  inconfiderable,  yet  they  were 
few  in  comparifon  of  thofe  who 
landed  here  foon  after  that  period, 
when  they,  who  had  not  taken  the 
oaths  to  their  new  government, 
were  hunted  and  flaughtered  like 
fheep  at  Paris,  and  from  one  end 
of  France  to  the  other,  not  only 
individually  but  in  bodies,  and 
almoft  without  exception. 

It  appears  from  returns  at  the 
Cuftom  Houfe,  which  are  printed, 
that  there  landed  in  the  different 
parts  of  this  kingdom,  in  the  firft 
three  weeks  of  September; 

13  Sept,  ,  .  2343  7  , 0,c 

21  Sept.  .  ,  i702  j4°4S- 

To  the  honour  of  this  country 
they  were  received  every  where 
here  with  open  arms  ;  it  feemed  to 
them  that  it  had  been  done  in  con¬ 
cert,  with  one  common  confent.. 
M.  Baruel,  himfelf,  one  of  thofe 
unhappy  perfor.s,  gives  this  ac¬ 
count  : 

i(  Every  veflef  that  arrived 
feemed  to  have  been  forefeen  by  the 
Englifh  through  an  inftindt  of  be¬ 
nevolence  :  they  flocked  to  the 
landing-place  to  offer  us  lodgings 
and  refrefhments ;  they  feemed 
more  concerned  for  us  than  we 
were  for  ourfelves ;  carriages  were 
hired  for  us ;  a  lift  of  our  benefac¬ 
tors  would  equal  the  hiftory  of  our 
misfortunes;  but  I  write  of  the 
benevolence  of  the  nation  at  large  : 
it  would  be  a  pleafing,  but  not  an 
eafy  tafk,  to  give  an  adequate  idea 
of  the  fervices  of  Lord  and  Lady 
George  Cavendifh  to  many  of  thofe 
priefts  whom  they  received  on 
their  landing,  whom  they  enter¬ 
tained  under  their  roof,  and  whofe 
expences  they  defrayed  during  thei? 
journey  to  London, 

4  This 
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This  was  a  new  fpe&acle  to  me, 
long  habituated  to  the  tumult  of 
arms :  we  beheld  it  with  aftonifk- 
ment,  and  our  hearts  enjoyed  it 
with  delight :  we  admired*  we 
blefied  it  in  every  town  and  every 
village  through  which  we  palled. 

“  Many  of  them  remained  where 
Providence  itfelf  feemed  to  have 
landed  them,  but  as  their  numbers 
daily  increafed  in  each  port  and  its 
neighbourhood,  they  were  farther 
afiifted,  and  advifed  to  repair  to 
the  metropolis,  where  more  gene¬ 
ral  and  permanent  relief  might  be 
obtained.  They  were  ftopt  at 
the  country  feats  of  the  nobility 
and  gentry  to  afford  them  reft, 
money  put  into  their  pockets; 
fuch  as  declined  becaufe  they  did 
not  want  it  were  told  that  it  might 
be  of  ufe  to.  others  of  their 
brethren  ;  they  were  frequently  met 
on  the  road  by  perfons  who  paid 
their  expences,  and  fometimes  de¬ 
frayed  the  whole  of  their  journey 
to  London.” 

It  was  about  the  middle  of  Sep¬ 
tember  that  the  writer  of  this  ac¬ 
count,  who  happened  to  be  in  Lon¬ 
don,  and  was  an  eye-witnefs  of  the 
arrival  of  many  of  thefe  unhappy 
perfons,  conferred  with  Philip 
Metcalfe,  Efq.  (then  Member  of 
Parliament  for  Plympton,)  who 
had  been  one  of  the  firft  contri¬ 
butors  to  the  fupport  of  their  pre- 
deceffors,  and  propofed  to  him  the 
propriety,  and  indeed  neceftity,  of 
calling  a  general  meeting  for  the 
purpofe  of  more  extenfive  relief. 
He  then  found  out,  and  for  the 
firft  time  became  acquainted  with, 
the  Bilhop  of  St.  Pol  de  Leon. 
After  enquiring  from  him  what 
fums  had  been  already  contributed, 
and  learning  that  the  fums  for  this 
purpofe  were  on  the  point  of  being 
'exhaufted,  the  intention  of  a  general 


fubfcription  was  fuggefted  for  the 
relief  of  the  French  clergy  ;  and 
the  writer  was  employed  by  the 
Bilhop  in  copying  a  paper  juft 
given  him  by  Mr.  Burke,  entitled 
“  Cafe  of  the  Suffering  Clergy  of 
France,  Refugees  in  the  Britifh 
Dominions/*  afterwards  printed 
and  circulated  ;  ift  which  the  mif- 
fortunes  of  the  French  emigrants 
in  general  were  painted  with  the 
ufual  ability  of  that  eloquent 
writer  and  amiable  mam 

An  advertifement  was  put  into 
the  newfpapers  on  the  i  §  th  Sep¬ 
tember,  as  follows ; 

“  Fr  ench  Clergy. 

(t  The  horrid  mafiacres  of  the 
clergy  at  Paris,  and  their  general 
profcription  throughout  France^ 
have  driven  them  in  great  numbers 
to  feek  an  afylum  in  England  It 
is  confidently  hoped  that  a  differ¬ 
ence  in  religious  perfuafionj  or  po¬ 
litical  opinions,  will  not  (hut  the 
hearts  of  the  Englifh  nation  againft 
their  fuftering  brethren,  their  fel¬ 
low  creatures,  and  their  fellow 
Chriftians.” 

A  meeting  took  place  the  loth, 
when  a  committee  of  60  noblemen 
and  gentlemen,  among  whom  were 
the  Duke  of  Portland,  the  Bilhop 
of  London,  the  Lord  Mayor*  Mr. 
Burke,  Sir  B.  Watfon,  Mr.  WiL 
berforce,  and  msiny  others*  dif- 
tinguifhed  for  their  rank,  their 
abilities,  and  their  philanthropy. 

The  bilhop  of  St.  Pol  de  Leon, 
being  referred  to  in  Mr.  Burke’s 
Add  refs,  attended  the  Committee 
a  few  days  after,  and  having  ex¬ 
plained  to  them  the  mode  in  which 
he  had  hitherto  relieved  the  fuffer- 
ers,  he  was  defired  to  continue  to 
relieve  them  in  England  and  jerfey 
in  the  fame  manner  he  had  hitherto 
done  ;  and  Meftrs.  Wright  and  Co. 
Bankers,  were  authorized  to  an- 
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fwer  his  drafts.  From  this  time, 
^nd  indeed  before,  the  Riftiop’s 
lodgings  became  the  head  quarters 
and  general  rendezvous  of  all  the 
French  Clergy. 

The  houfe  of  his  hoftefs  was  fill¬ 
ed  from  morning  to  night,  and  her 
labour  and  aftiduities  were  unre¬ 
mitting  and  inceftant  to  adminifter 
all  forts  of  comfort,  and  all  forts 
were  wanting,  particularly  to  the 
fick  and  infirm.  Her  houfe  for 
fome  weeks,  and  indeed  fome 
months,  was  more  like  an  hofpital 
than  a  decent  lodging. 

The  Committee  being  formed, 
and  a  ftiort  time  having  elapfed, 
the  Bifhop,  to  whom  almoft  all  had 
been  addreffed,  and  to  whom  all 
looked  up  to  as  their  guardian  an¬ 
gel,  besides  the  good  advice  as  well 
as  affiftance  he  was  always  ready  to 
give  them,  prepared  for  the  prefs 
fome  general  hints  and  obfervations 
for  their  conduft.  They  began  in 
this  manner. 

“  The  firft  fentiment  with  which 
every  French  Ecckfiaftic  ought  to 
be  imprefled  on  arriving  in  this 
hofpitable  nation,  has  undoubtedly 
been  a  lively  fenfe  of  gratitude  to 
God,  for  having  refcued  him  from 
the  dangers  to  which  he  has  been 
expofed  in  his  own  unhappy  country* 
We  find  in  this  afylum,  to  which 
his  providence  has  conducted  us, 
the  utmoft  fenfibility,  and  fyinpa- 
thy.  In  this  nation,  formerly  the 
rival  of  our  own,  which  among  us 
has  not  met  with  friends  and  bro¬ 
thers,  eager  to  compenfate  for  all 
his  fufferings,  an  emulation  in  fup- 
piying  relief  increafing  always  with 
our  numbers  and  our  neceflities  ? 

6(  Such  humanity  in  a  generous 
nation  can  only  be  com^enfated  by 
the  warmth  and  fincerity  of  our 
prayers  for  its  profpenty,  Thefe 


prayers  are  become  our  real  duty  % 
gratitude  is  a  duty  in  all,  efpeciaL 
ly  in  eeclefiaftics.  It  will  be  moft 
grateful  to  our  piety  to  pay  this 
tribute  of  our  hearts  to  a  whole 
nation  of  benefactors.” 

He  then  proceeds  to  give  them 
fpiritual  advice  as  to  their  Religi. 
ous  duties,  and  thus  continues : — - 
<f  Efcaped  from  the  fword  of 
aiTafiins,  we  are  ftill  expofed  to  the 
calumny  of  out  enemies,  who  al¬ 
ready  fpread  abroad  that  we  are 
applying  for  charity  which  we  do 
not  want,  and  which  we  v/afte  on 
imneceffary  objefls ;  thefe  reproaches 
are  undoubtedly  without  founda¬ 
tion,  as  we  cannot  believe  that  any 
French  prieft  would  be  fo  incon- 
fiderate  as  to  frequent  the  theatre 
or  any  place  of  public  amufement, 
&c.  Prudence  requiring  the  great- 
eft  circumfpeCtion  in  our  words  and 
adtions,  it  is  highly  important  not 
to  enter  into  any  argument  relative 
to  the  government  or  religion  of 
the  country  where  we  are  fo  happy 
as  to  find  an  afylum.  The  Clergy 
are  defired  alfo  to  avoid  alfembling 
together  in  any  numbers,  and  es¬ 
pecially  at  the  Committee  efta- 
blifhed  in  Bloomfbury.”  And  he 
thus  concludes  i—(S  It  is  above  all 
things  neceflary  that  every  one 
fhould  prove  himfelf  a  true  difciple 
of  Jefus  Chrift,  that  the  name  of 
God  may  not  be  difhonoured  in  the 
prefence  of  thofe  with  whom  his 
Divine  Providence  has  procured  us 
fo  favourable  a  reception  and  fuch 
generous  proteCtors.” 

The  King’s  houfe  at  Winchefter 
being  at  that  time  unoccupied,  the 
Committee  applied  to  Government 
for  the  ufe  of  it ;  and  it  was  fitted 
up  and  ufed  for  that  purpofe,  till 
the  circumftances  of  the  war,  which 
foon  after  broke  out,  made  it  ne- 
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ceiTary  to  convert  it  into  barracks 
for  his  Majefty’s  troops. 

In  the  mean  time  the  French 
emigrants  were  impreffed  with  ad¬ 
miration  and  gratitude  for  Inch 
noble  and  generous  condu£l,  which 
the  Bilhop  of  Leon,  by  their  defire, 
endeavoured  to  exprefs  in  a  letter 
dated  the  30th  December,  1792, 
addrefled  to  his  brethren  refugees 
in  England,  in  which  he  fays  * 

“  That,  being  the  depolitary  of 
their  fentiments,  he  had  already 
difcharged,  as  far  as  he  was  able, 
the  important  trull  they  had  com¬ 
mitted  to  him ;  that  he  is  fenlible 
his  feeble  endeavours  give  but  a 
faint  idea  of  the  feelings  of  his  own 
heart  or  of  theirs,  towards  their 
generous  benefadlors.’* 

This  was  printed  in  about  .20 
pages  of  letter-prefs,  and  is  a  moll 
eloquent  effulion  of  piety  to  God, 
and  of  gratitude  to  the  Englilh 
nation.  Among  other  things,  he 
fays : 

“  Our  prayers  in  favour  of  the 
the  Englilh  nation  will  be  fervent, 
if  offered  with  a  warmth  equal  to 
the  benefits  received.  Our  mif- 
Fortunes  have  been  unexampled  in 
former  ages ;  the  generofiry  of 
England  furpaffes  all  the  inllances 
of  benevolence  recorded  in  the  hif- 
tory  of  nations.  May  heaven 
Ihower  down  it's  bleffings  on  a  na¬ 
tion  which  itfelf  has  chofen  to  re¬ 
pair  the  rights  of  injured  nature 
and  humanity  ! 

“  In  the  days  of  French  power 
and  glory,  England  has  often  dif- 
puted  with  us  the  empire  of  the 
leas ;  but  five  has  now  Ihewn  us  a 
more  glorious  fpe&acle,  a  triumph 
of  a  more  exalted  nature  ;  (he  has 
opened  to  us  her  ports. ** 

He  defcribes  their  reception  and 
the  meafures  taken  in  this  country, 
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both  by  individuals  and  by  govern., 
ment,  for  their  relief. 

He  then  gives  fome  excellent 
advice  to  his  countrymen,  to  ob- 
ferve  the  laws  and  the  conftitution 
of  the  country  to  which  it  owes  its 
peace  and  its  profperity  ;  (S  and 
prays,  that  England  may  exhibit 
to  all  other  nations,  a  picture  of 
perfedl  happinefs,  as  Ihe  has  held 
up  to  them  a  model  of  Chriftian 
benevolence.” 

He  concludes  with  a  ec  prayer 
for  their  captive  King,  for  their 
countrymen  left  behind,  and  even 
for  their  enemies ;  and  that  their 
prayers  may  be  accepted  as  the 
means  of  falvation  to  thofe  who 
were  bent  only  on  their  ruin.** 

It  is  not  necefiary  to  Hate  here 
the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  5 
fuffice  it  to  fay,  that  the  fubfcrip- 
tions  kept  pace  with  the  arrivals 
of  the  emigrants  to  the  amount  of 
33,oool.  for  many  months.  But 
as  the  miferies  and  atrocities  in 
their  unhappy  country  continued 
much  longer  than  might  have  been 
expelled,  and  as  war  between 
Great  Britain  and  France  foon 
after  broke  out,  fo  that  there  was 
no  poffibility  of  thefe  unhappy  men 
returning  to  their  own  country  at 
this  period  (when  the  number  of 
Clergy  alone  had  increafed  to  about 
4000,)  it  was  found  that  the  fub- 
fcription  would  foon  be  exhaufted* 
Recourfe  was  therefore  had,  in  the 
month  of  April  1793,  to  his  Ma« 
jelly's  royal  companion  for  thefe 
unfortunate  perfons,  and  a  collec¬ 
tion  in  confequence  of  his  royal 
letter  and  recommendation  was 
made  throughout  all  the  parishes  of 
England,  to  the  amount  of  42,0001. 
on  which  occafion  the  whole  Clergy 
of  England  exerted  themfelves  in 
this  call  of  brotherly  love  and  cha~ 
*  A  a  4  ”  rityj 
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rity,  in  a  manner  that  will  ever  re* 
dound  to  the  honour  of  the  Englifti 
church  and  nation. 

The  numbers,  however,  were  fo 
great,  that  this  fum  lafted  only  till 
December  of  that  year,  when  the 
Committee,  having  fupported  thefe 
perfons  about  14  months,  by  the 
voluntary  contributions  of  indivi¬ 
duals  as  above-mentioned,  were 
obliged  to  apply  to  the  government 
of  the  country  for  their  aftiftance 
in  this  charitable  work.  The  ne- 
ceflity  of  the  cafe,  and  the  fenti- 
ments  of  the  country,  had  been 
fufficiently  (hewn  by  the  fubfcrip- 
tion  that  had  been  made,  as  well 
as  by  the  declarations  of  many  in¬ 
dividuals  of  all  parties,  both  in  and 
out  of  parliament ;  and  thus  ano¬ 
ther  inftance  was  added  to  the  many 
which  have  been  often  given  by 
this  country,  that  in  a  cafe  of  true 
Chriftian  charity,  there  is  no  con- 
teft  except  that  of  who  fhall  Hand 
moft  forward  to  relieve  their  fellow 
creatures. 

Many  were  the  fchemes  fuggefted 
by  the  Biihop  of  Leon,  and  moft  of 
them  adopted  by  the  Committee, 
for  the  moft  (Economical  diftribu- 
tion  of  the  relief  afforded  by  Go¬ 
vernment  towards  alleviating  the 
miferies  of  his  countrymen.  As  the 
aged  were  not  a  few,  and  the  lick 
very  numerious,  a  plan  was  formed 
for  fupplying  the  ftek  with  advice 
and  medicines  gratis :  two  wards 

a 

were  engaged  for  the  moft  difeafed 
at  the  Middlefex  Hofpital,  and  two 
houfes  were  hired  for  the  more  com¬ 
fortable  refidence  of  fome  eft'  the 
moft  aged,  and  for  the  female  ftek, 
under  the  fuperln tendance  of  the 
Abbe  Carron*.  who,  from  his 
piety,  his  active  zeal  and  humanity, 

Author  of  “ 


his  judgement  and  perfeverance  m 
every  thing  that  relates  to  prac¬ 
tical  charity,  deferves  to  be 
claffed  with  the  Hanways  and  the 
Howards  of  Great  Britain.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  perfections  con¬ 
tinued  and  increafed  in  France, 
whofe  baleful  influence  extended  to 
Holland,  to  Spain,  to  Italy,  to  the 
Weft  Indies,  and  greatly  added  to 
the  miferies  of  thofe  countries. 

It  became  neceffary,  however, 
to  give  a  check  to  the  emigrations 
into  this  country  ;  and  effective 
means  were  fuggefted,  and  taken  by 
Government,  for  that  purpofe.  As 
invaftons  alfo  were  threatened  by 
the  enemy,  Government  thought  it 
neceffary  to  put  all  emigrants  under 
certain  reftriftions  refpefting  their 
refidence ;  the  Biihop  of  Leon  re¬ 
ceived  the  following  letter  from 
the  Duke  of  Portland,  then  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State,  on  this  fubjedl : 

Whitehall)  ce  7  Juillety  1798* 

Monseigneur, 

J’obeis  avec  empreffement  aux 
Grdres  du  Roi  en  vousenvoyant  la 
piece  c’y  inclufe,  par  laquelle  il  a. 
pin  a  fa  Majefte  que  je  vous  faffe 
part  de  fon  intention  que  vous  ne 
foyez  pas  affujette  aux  reglemens 
que  les  circonftances  du  moment' 
ont  rendu  neceffaires  a  Pegarddes 
Etrangers. 

Je  ne  puis  que  me  perfuader, 
Monfeigneur,  qu’  en  recevant  cet 
a&e  de  fa  Majefte  comme  une 
preuve  des  fentiinens  dont  elle  veut 
bien  diftinguer  vos  qualites  per- 
fonelles  et  votre  rang,  vous  y  re- 
connoirrez  egalemcnt  1c  temoignage 
que  fa  Majefte  veut  bien  donner  de 
la  fatisfaftion  avec  laquelle  elle  a 
vu  la  conduite  exemplaireduClergc 

/Ami  des  Meres  ” 


eomrms 


CHARACTERS.  *361 


commis  a  vous  foins.  J’ai  1’hon- 
neur  d'etre  avec  une  parfaite  coufi- 
deration,  Monfeigneur,  votre  tr£s 
humble  et  tres  obeiffant  ferviteur 

Portland. 

A  Monfeigneur Monfeigneur  V Enieque 
de  St,  Pol  de  Leon • 

Whitehall ,  July  7>  1 79^* 
My  Lord, 

I  haften  to  obey  the  King’s  or¬ 
ders  in  fending  you  the  inclofed 
paper,  by  which  his  Majefty  has 
been  pleafed  that  I  fhould  commu¬ 
nicate  to  you  his  intention  thatyou 
{hould  not  be  fubjeft  to  the  regula¬ 
tions  which  temporary  circumftan- 
ces  have  made  neceffary  towards 
foreigners  in  general. 

I  am  perfuaded,  my  lord,  that 
in  reviewing  this  proof  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty ’s  regard  for  your  rank  and 
perfonal  qualities,  you  will  like- 
wife  perceive  the  teftimony  which 
his  Majefty  is  pleafed  to  give  of 
his  fatisfa&ion  in  obferving  the 
exemplary  conduct  of  the  ecclefiaf- 
tics  committed  to  your  care.  I 
have  the  honour  to  be  with  much 
refpeft,  my  lord,  your  moft  obe¬ 
dient  fervant,  Portland. 

Eefides  the  lofs  of  fituation  and 
fortune,  which  the  bifhop  fuffered 
in  common  with  the  reft  of  his 
countrymen,  he  was  deprived  by 
the  revolution  of  many  near  rela¬ 
tions,  who  at  the  commencement 
of  thefe  troubles  had  afforded  him 
relief,  and  particularly  at  one  time 
had  remitted  him  the  fum  of  be¬ 
tween  two  and  three  hundred  pounds, 
which  he  immediately  communi¬ 
cated  to  the  Committee  ;  for  as 
the  principle  on  which  this  relief 
was  granted,  was  the  being  depriv¬ 
ed  of  all  other  refources,  he  did  not 
think  himfelf  entitled  to  partake 


of  this  relief  while  this  fum  lafted. 
As  the  Committee,  however,  knew 
he  had  many  relations  in  diftrefs  in 
this  country  (two  very  amiable 
men,  who  had  married  his  nieces, 
having  been  Ihot  in  each  other’s 
arms  in  1795,  in  the  expedition  to 
Quiberon,  and  having  left  their 
widows  and  children  unprovided 
for,)  they  propofed  he  {hould  give 
up  only  half  of  the  ufual  allowance 
to  the  biflaops,  viz.  iol.  per 
month,  and  to  which  he  with  diffi- 
culty  confented. 

Notwithftanding  the  very  liberal 
relief  granted  to  the  emigrants 
monthly  by  government,  and  made 
good  annually  by  parliament, 
(whofe  ordinary  allowance  for  food, 
lodging,  and  every  neceffary,  was 
13d.  a  day  each,)  yet  at  times, 
efpecially  during  thefcarcity,  great 
and  complicated  were  the  diftreffes 
of  individuals,  from  lyings-in,  from 
the  infirmities  of  old  age,  and  from 
the  various  difeafes  which  “fiefh 
is  heir  to;”  one  of  the  moft  in- 
terefting  occupations  of  the  bifhop 
was,  to  difpenfe  the  large  fums 
which  were  entrufted  to  his  care,  to 
alleviate  thofe  extreme  cafes  of 
human  mifery  ;  many  were  the  be¬ 
ne  fa  61  ions  of  this  nature,  one  noble 
Earl  alone  having  poured  into  his 
lap  the  annual  fum  of  200I.  for  this 
particular  purpofe,  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  between  tw’o  and  three 
thoufand  pounds. 

The  bifhop  was  like  wife  much 
employed  during  this  whble  period 
in  correfpondence  with  his  brethren 
abroad,  in  communications  with  the 
French  Princes,  and  with  the  Bri- 
tifh  Government,  on  many  impor¬ 
tant  fubjedts,  having  been  always 
treated  by  his  Majefty’s  minifters 
with  the  greateft  refpe6t,  from  a 
knowledge  of  his  fuperior  talents, 
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information,  and  integrity.  He 
was  likewife  much  confulted  and 
confided  in  by  his  brethren  in  Eng¬ 
land,  and  was  much  occupied  in 
the  difcufiions  and  publications 
which  took  place  on  the  fubjedl  of 
the  Concordat ,  and  New  Syftem  of 
Religion  adopted  by  the  ruling 
powers  in  France.  His  opinions 
and  principles  would  not  fuller  him 
to  return  at  the  fhort  peace  of  1801, 
though  many  ftrong  hints  were 
given  to  him  that  his  return  would 
have  been  highly  acceptable  to  the 
French  Government,  as  his  know¬ 
ledge  and  talents  were  well  known 
to,  fo  his  virtues  and  charafter 
could  not  fail  of  making  him  re- 
fpe&ed  even  by  his  enemies,  his 
humane  attention  to  the  fpiritual 
comfort  of  the  French  prifoners  in 
different  parts  of  England  having 
been  acknowledged  by  one  of  their 
accredited  agents. 

The  life  of  the  Bifhop  of  Leon 
was  little  diverfified  with  any  other 
than  the  above  occupations  ;  he  was 
always  employed  either  in  doing 
feme  benevolent  ad,  or  in  giving 
fome  ufeful  information  to  the  nu¬ 
merous  correfpondents  who  wrote 
to  him,  for  advice  or  for  relief. 
He  was  acceflible  at  all  times  to 
the  pooreft  and  meaneft  of  his  coun¬ 
trymen,  and  he  feemed  never  to  be 
unhappy  whilft  he  had  private  funds 
in  his  hands,  entrufted  to  him,  as 
above-mentioned,  to  relieve  the 
diftrefled.  When  he  had  not,  as 
he  could  not  bear  to  fee  the  fuffer- 
ings  of  his  brethren  and  be  unable 


to  relieve  them,  he  ufed  to  quit  his 
lodgings,  and  accept  of  the  invitaJ 
♦ions  of  his  numerous  friends  in  the 
country.  This  is  well  known  tor 
thoufands,  and  particularly  to  the 
writer  of  this  fketch,  who  ufed  to 
to  fee  him  almoft  every  day  for  fome 
years,  and  hear  from  him  often  in 
his  abfence  on  the  above  occafions. 
The  country  feats  of  the  Duke  of 
Portland  and  of  the  Marquis  of 
Buckingham  were  always  open  to 
him.  The  funds  deftined  by  Go¬ 
vernment  for  the  relief  of  the  French 
clergy,  were  not  diftributed  by  the 
biftiop,  but  under  the  immediate 
direftion  of  the  Committee,  ap* 
pointed  for  that  purpofe  j  but,  as 
has  been  before  mentioned,  many 
confiderable  private  benefa&ions 
Were  entrufted  to  him  by  indivi. 
duals,  which  he  was  in  the  daily 
habit  of  difpenfing  to  the  moft  ne- 
ceffitous,  according  to  their  num~ 
berlefs,  and  fome  times  hidden  and 
unexpe£led  wants  *. 

It  is  lingular  that,  during  fo 
long  a  period  of  the  refidence  of 
many  thoufand  French  priefts  in  this 
country,  there  Ihould  have  been  fo 
little  complaint  of  their  condufr, 
and  efpecially  when  between  7  or 
800  were  colle&ed  together  in  one 
part  of  the  kingdom,  viz.  at  Win- 
cbefter,  where,  as  has  been  before 
obferved,  the  King’s  houfe  had  been 
fitted  up  for  their  refidence,  befides 
1 50  or  200  more  who  were  difperf- 
ed  in  lodgings  in  that  city. 

There  were,  indeed,  reports  to 
their  difadvantage,  of  the  attempts 


*  The  liberality  of  this  country,  both  public  and  private,  to  the  clergy  and  to  the 
emigrants  in  general,  has  undoubtedly  been  great,  and  from  their  numbers  (though, 
now  much  reduced)  have  compofed  a  large  aggregate  fum,  voted  annually  by  Parlia¬ 
ment  for  that  purpofe  ;  but  when  it  is  confidered  that  the  ordinary  allowance  to  each 
was  at  firft  only  13d.  and  now,  (ince  the  rife  in  the  price  of  proviiions,  i6d.  per  day, 
for  food,  lodgings,  and  every  other  neceflary  of  life„  it  will  not  be  thought  won¬ 
derful,  that  many  diftrefles  which  we  are  fubjedt  to,  might  require  occafional  extra  aid 
and  afliftance. 
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made  2t  tliat  place  to  make  con¬ 
verts,  and  of  ordinations  carried  oil 
there ;  but,  on  rhe  ftri&efi:  and 
minuteft  enquiry,  it  appeared  there 
had  been  only  one  inftance  of  im¬ 
proper  conduft  in  a  miferable  pried, 
a  Monfieur  Couvet,  not  redding  in 
the  King's  houfe,  but  in  the  town, 
who  was  immediately  removed 
from  Winchefter,  and  afterwards 
fent  out  of  the  kingdom. 

The  refpe&able  Archdeacon  and 
Chancellor  of  that  diocefe,  their 
refident,  Dr.  St  urges,  was  requefted 
by  the  Committee,  to  enquire  into 
the  truth  of  thefe  reports  ;  the  re¬ 
fill  t  of  which,  in  a  letter  dated  23d 
March,  1796,  addrefied  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  in 
London,  was  highly  fatisfa&ory, 
concluding  with  the  following  tef- 
timonial  in  their  favour,  viz.  “  I 
have  upon  all  occafions,  and  to  all 
perfons,  borne  this  teftimony  to 
them,  and  bear  it  dill  with  plea- 
fure,  that  during  their  continuance 
here,  which  is  now,  I  think,  above 
three  years,  I  have  never  known 
any  of  them,  (except  in  the  {ingle 
cafe  of  Couvet),  accufed  of  any  be¬ 
haviour  immoral  or  unbecoming  ; 
and  have  heard  all  thofe  with  whom 
lam  well  acquainted,  exprefs  in  the 
drongeft  terms,  their  gratitude  for 
the  prote&ion,  the  relief,  and  the 
humanity  they  have  experienced 
from  us.” 

Nor  did  any  other  cafe  of  a 
French  pried,  except  that  of  M. 
Couvet,  ever  come  to  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Committee  :  indeed 
the  bifhop’s  printed  directions,  as 
well  as  oral  indruCtions  and  ex¬ 


ample,  would  have  deterred  any 
pried  of  common  prudence  from 
attempts  of  this  nature,  if  his  gra¬ 
titude  and  good  fenfe  had  not  been 
fufficient  for  that  purpofe. 

For  many  years  the  bifhop  Teem¬ 
ed  to  have  hopes  that  providence 
would  work  a  change  in  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  his  own  country  ;  but 
after  the  peace  of  1 801,  he  be¬ 
came  lefs  fanguine  in  expecting  it  5 
and  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  fub- 
fequent  events  which  took  place  in 
Europe,  down  to  the  unfortunate 
campaign  of  1805,  made  a  drong 
impreffion  on  his  loyal  and  benevo¬ 
lent  heart. 

Like  many  others  of  his  brethren, 
and  of  the  French  nobility,  he  had 
a  drong  predileftion  for  the  antient 
Royal  Family  and  Government  of 
France  and  for  the  papal  power. 
Nor  let  any  one  be  furprifed  at  fuel! 
civil  or  religious  prediledliorts,  when 
he  recollects  many  indances  in  our 
own  hidory  ;  particularly  that  of 
Sir  Thomas  More,  who  fealed  the 
fidelity  of  a  fimilar  attachment 
with  his  blood. 

Thefe  probably  were  not  weak¬ 
ened  by  the  perfonal  attention  of  the 
then  pope,  Pius  VI. ;  and  of  the 
unhappy  Monarch  whofe  family  had 
been  facrificed,  and  whofe  throne 
had  been  ufurped. 

The  pope,  in  a  letter  *  dated 
Nov.  21,  1792,  addrefied  to  the 
Archbithops,  Bifhops,  and  other 
Clergy,  had  particularly  exprefied 
his  grateful  fenfe  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
and  the  Britifh  Nation,  had  re¬ 
ceived  and  relieved  the  members  of 


*  "  Nos  certe  maxima  laude  cumulate  debemus,  &.c.  praefertim  Magnfe  Britannia* 
Jlcgem  illuftrem,  &  inclytam  illius  Regni  Nationem,  qui  omnes  fui  iimiles,  ‘  du&i 
sjuodam  fpiritu  humanitatis,’  ut  ait  S.  Ambrofius,  ‘  iifdem  fublidia  fuppeditarunt,’ 
emulantes  gloriam  antiquorum  Romanorum,  apud  quos  videbatur  valde  decorum,  ‘patere 
domos  hominum  illuftrium  hofpitibus  illu  ftribus,  idque  etiam  reiflubiicae  effs  ornament©* 
homines  externos  hoc  liberalitatis  gencre  in  urbe  aoftra  non  egere,’* 
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the  Gallican  church,  though  of  a 
different  perfualion  from  them. 

The  fame  pope  addrefled  a  let¬ 
ter  *  perfonall  y  to  the  Bilhop  of 
Leon,  dated  2nd  September,  1798, 
in  which  he  fpeaks  with  a  high 
encomium  of  the  various  meafures 
taken  in  this  country,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  by  his  Majefty,  to  excite 
the  benevolence  and  afliftance  of  all 
ranks  of  his  people  by  voluntary 
contributions  towards  the  relief  of 
thofe,  who  were  driven  from  their 
country,  on  account  of  their  religi¬ 
ous  principles ;  and  compliments 
the  bilhop  for  the  pains  he  had 
taken  (on  account  of  the  more  in¬ 
timate  knowledge  he  muft  have  of 
the  fituation  and  necellities  of  each) 
that  this  bounty  Ihouldbe  bellowed 
on  none  but  proper  objects . 

He  delires  the  bilhop,  therefore, 
that  he  will  take  an  opportunity  to 
communicate  to  his  Majefty  and 
the  nation,  how  much  this  has  ad¬ 
ded  to  his  efteem  and  gratitude  :  an 
ofiice,  he  fays,  which  he  knows  the 
bifhop  will  have  great  pleafure  in 
difcharging. 

The  following  is  one  of  feveral 
letters  of  Louis  XVIII.  to  the 
bilhop  : 

ts  Hamm}  10  Feb .  1 793, 

“  I  have  heard,  Sir,  with  real 
gratitude,  of  the  pains  you  have 
taken  to  procure  relief  for  the  un¬ 
fortunate  emigrants  of  all  ranks, 
from  the  generous  nation  to  which 
you  have  retired. 


“  I  Ihould  fooner  have  teftified 
the  admiration  which  fuch  laudable 
endeavours  have  excited  in  me,  if 
I  had  not  been  prevented  by  vari¬ 
ous  concerns. 

“  Notwithftanding  my  afflidlion 
from  the  cruel  misfortunes  I  fuffer, 
I  can  no  longer  delay  alluring  you, 
Sir,  of  all  the  friendlhip  and  all  the 
efteem  with  which  you  have  in. 
fpired  me.  Louis. 

M.  FEcveque  de  Leon?' 

If  thefe  two  great,  though  fallen 
Potentates,  exprefled  themfelves  in 
this  manner  in  the  very  commence¬ 
ment  of  their  troubles,  how  much 
higher  fenfe  muft  they  have  had  of 
the  bilhop’s  zeal  and  fervices  in  th& 
accumulated  misfortunes  that  have 
fince  overwhelmed  them,  and  their 
refpedlive  kingdoms ! 

His  equanimity,  however,  feem- 
ed  never  to  forfake  him,  and  was 
one  of  the  moft  diftinguilhed  traits 
of  his  chara&er.  It  often  excited 
the  admiration  of  the  writer  of  this 
imperfect  Iketch  of  his  life  ;  efpe- 
cially  as  he  poftefled  great  tender- 
nefs  and  fenfibility  of  heart,  which 
Ihewed  itfelf  more  particularly  to¬ 
wards  his  relations  and  thofe  with 
whom  he  was  connected  by  friend¬ 
lhip  and  an  interchange  of  good 
offices. 

This  happy  equanimity  muft 
have  proceeded  from  the  principles 
of  piety,  virtue,  and  difinterefted- 
nefs,  by  which  his  whole  conduft 
was  adluated;  this  alone  can  ac- 
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count  for  his  compofure  under  the 
Ioffes,  not  only  of  his  worldly  honours 
and  advantages  by  which  he  never 
appeared  tobedazzledin  profperity, 
but,  for  his  perfect  refignation  to 
what  he  felt  much  more  keenly) 
the  ruin  and  even  to  the  lofs  of  his 
relations  and  friends.  The  following 
is  an  inftanceof  the  fimplicity  and 
fenfibility  of  his  nature.  On  the 
writer  expreffing  to  his  hoftefs 
his  furprifeat  the  tranquillity  and 
even  tenor  of  the  bilhop’s  conduct 
on  all  occafions,  which  he  had  never 
feen  ruffled,  after  an  acquaintance 
for  fome  years,  and  enquiring  of 
this  good  woman  whether  (he  had 
ever  perceived  his  fpirits  or  his 
temper  affe&ed  by  the  many  cala¬ 
mities,  both  of  a  public  and  private 
nature,  which  he  had  witneffed, 
Ihe,  at  Arft,  anfweredu  Never but 
recolle&ing  herfelf,  fhe  went  on 
((  Yes.,  I  recollect  his  being  once 
very  much  affe&ed.  You  know, 
Sir,  as  the  diftreffes  here  are  very 
preffing  and  numerous,  I  am  in  the 
habit  of  going  into  his  room  at 
almoft  all  hours ;  entering  one 
day  rather  in  hafte,  though  of 
courfe  I  always  knock  at  his  door, 
I  found  him  with  fome  money,  per¬ 
haps  ioor  15I.  which  appeared  to 
be  fpread  on  the  table  before  him. 
Thinking  he  was  bufy,  and  that 
this  was  not  a  proper  time,  I  was 
going  to  retire,  when  he  called  me, 
and  faid  “  Come  in,  Mrs.  Silburn  ; 
X  was  only  looking  over  my  own 
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money  ;  what  you  now  fee  Is  all  I 
have  in  the  world/*  On  which  I 
faid  t(  No,  my  lord,  for  you  know 
every  thing  I  have  in  the  world  is 
yours  /'  on  which  he  immediately 
burft  into  a  flood  of  tears.  “  I,** 
faid  (he, i(  was  quite  furprifed  and 
concerned  at  this,  as  I  did  not  mean 
to  fay  any  thing  to  give  him  un- 
eafinefs,  &c.”  So  unconfcious  was 
this  good  widow  of  the  caufe  of  the 
bilhop’s  expreffive  fenfibility. 

Notwithftanding  this  compofure 
and  equanimity,  under  the  various 
calamities  which  had  befallen  his 
family  and  his  country,  there  is  no 
doubt  but  that  from  the  natural 
fenfibility  of  his  mind,  he  mull  have 
fuffered  much  from  the  cruel  events 
by  which  all  Europe,  and  humanity 
ltfelf,  was  affe&ed.  The  being  fo 
long  an  ear  and  eye-witnefs  of  the 
many  miferies  of  human  nature, 
muft  alone  have  wrung  any  heart  of 
lefs  fufceptibility  than  his  own. 

His  life  had  been  for  fome  years 
fedentary,  and  his  conftitution 
never  appeared  to  be  very  ftrong; 
but  it  was  not  till  the  fpring  and 
fummer  of  1806  that  he  feemcd  to 
fuffer  from  a  ferious  dlforder,  which 
was  fuppofed  to  arife  from  an  in¬ 
ternal  tumour,  affecting  the  digef- 
tion  and  a6lion  of  the  ftomach.  His 
letters,  of  which  the  writer  has  fe- 
veral  *,  poffeffed  the  fame  fpirit  and 
cheerfulnefs  for  which  they  were 
always  diftinguifhed. 

His  private  funds  being  very  low 

at 


*  The  following  is  from  Stowe.  M011  cher  Monfieur,  On  me  marque  que  vous 
devez  yenir  demain  vous  occuper  obligement  de  nos  affaires.  Je  l'uis  bien  aife  de 
i'cavoir  que  votre  lante  le  permet,  &  je  defire  qu’elle  ne  reflente  pas  de  la  rigueur  du 
tems.  J1  femble  quel’hyver  fe  plaife  fingulierement  en  Angleterre,  &  quil  ne  veuille 
pas  abfolurnent  en  quitter,  malgre  toutes  les  fommations  que  doit  lui  faire  le  printems. 

**  Je  fais  que  l’Hon.  Mrs.  - - doit  faire  une  demande  d’augmentation  de  fecours 

aux  Lords  de  la  Treforie  en  faveur  de  M.  I’Abbe  de  G.  que  je  puis  mieux  que  tout 
autre  vous  faire  connoitre,  et;jnt  d’une  de  families  les  plus  diilingues  de  ma  province.. 

Cce 
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at  this  period,  he  had  fpent  the 
greateft  part  of  the  hammer  at 
Stowe  with  the  Marquis  of  Buck, 
ingham,  and  did  not  return  to  his 
lodgings  till  the  beginning  of  No¬ 
vember,  when  the  writer  of  this  ac¬ 
count  found  him  in  his  night  cap, 
hovering  over  a  fmall  fire;  and 
upon  enquiring  after  his  health  was 
immediately  informed  by  him, 
that  he  was  come  to  fee  him  die.” 
But  he  hill  pofieffed  the  lame  viva¬ 
city  and  the  fame  attention  to  the 
affairs  of  others  which  he  had  al¬ 
ways  done;  the  fame  anxiety  for 
their  dift  relies  ;  and  made  the  fame 
efforts  to  relieve  them  (of  which 
there  were  many  remarkable  inftan- 
ees)  till  the  day  of  his  releafe  from 
this  tranfitcry  life. 

The  writer  faw  him  feveral  times 
before  he  expired,  which  was  the 
25th  Nov.  1806.  A  hope  being 
exprefled  that  he  did  notfuffer,  he 
anfwered,  Cf  No,  not  much,  not 
enough ;  it  is  goodfor  man  to  fuffer.” 
He  had  a  thorough  fenfe  of  his  own 
fins  and  frailties,  and  of  thofe  of  all 
mankind  ;  and  that  it  was  only 
through  the  merit  of  our  Saviour 
that  they  could  be  forgiven.  His 
laft  words  were,  ((  Enter  not  into 
judgment  with  thy  fervant,  O 


Lord  1  for  in  thy  fight  fliall  no  man 
living  be  juftified,” 

His  Will  is  dated  the  1 6th  of 
that  month,  in  which  he  fays,  “  I 
fubmit  mod  humbly  to  the  holy  will 
of  God  as  to  the  time  and  circum- 
fiances  of  my  death ;  and  I  unite 
the  facrifice  of  my  life  to  that 
which  Jefus  Chrift  has  voluntarily 
made  of  his  own,  to  fatisfy  the 
j office  of  his  father,  for  the  fins  of 
myfelf  and  of  all  mankind.  I  re- 
queft  of  him  that  I  may  die  with  a 
lively  faith  in  the  myftery  of  the 
redemption  ;  a  firm  confidence  in 
his  merits,  a  fmcere  afHi&ion  for  my 
fins,  and  that  my  laft  figh  may  be 
an  act  of  his  pure  love.** 

He  then  makes  fome  bequefts  of 
the  books,  and  of  the  worldly  goods 
he  pofleffed,  to  his  nieces,  relations, 
and  friends,  among  whom  his  good 
hoftefs  is  not  forgotten  ;  and  makes 
the  Abbe  Brajeul,  who  attended 
him  in  his  laft  illnefs,  his  executor ; 
to  whom  he  gives  a  legacy  of  fome 
books,  and  requefts  him  to  render 
him  this  laft  fervice. 


Biographical  Notices  of  fome  Scot/* 
men ,  eminent  in  Claffical  Litera~ 
ture ,  nvho  flourijhed  in  the  Period 


Cet  Abbe  eft  un  homme  precieux  a  conferver ;  &  fa  fante,  devenue  fcorbutique  par  le 
deffaut  de  bon  nourriture,  deperit  fenfiblement. 

“  Pcfpere  que  quelq’un  de  vos  Amiraux,  ayant  egardea  la  grande  dignite  de  Jerome 
Bonaparte,  s’empreffera  d’aller  au  devant  de  lui,  &  n’epargnera  pas  les  coups  de  can¬ 
ons  pour  faluer  le  frere  du  Grand  Empereur.,  Je  ferai  fort  aife  de  yous  renouvellejr 
les  fentimens  d’attachement  &  de  refpedt  avec  lefquels  je  ferai  toujours. 

i2o6.  Mon  cher  Monfieur,  votre,  &c,  J.  Fr.  Eveque  de  Leon.’* 

The.  following  was  to  excufe  himfelf  from  palling  a  day  qr  two  with  him  in  the 
country : 

<£  L’Eveque  de  Leon  prefente  fes  hommages  refpedtueux  a  Mr. - ,  &  a  fa  cheie 

famille.  L’Homme  propofe.  Sc  Uieu  difpofe :  II  a  difpofe  de  notre  doien  l’Archeveque 
de  Narbonne.  Je  me  trouve  1  ancient  Sc  mercredi  mes  confreres  s’aflemblent  chez  moi 
relativement  a  nos  affaires  communes,  &  aux  obieques  de  notre  defundt  confrere,  aux 
quelles  je  ne  puis  pas  manquer  d’afiifter  :  le  plai/ir  apres  le  devoir. 

Ce  Lundi,  7  Juillet ,  a  10  h. 

from 
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from  the  End  of  the  Sixteenth  to 
the  beginning  of  the  Eighteenth 
Century . 

( From  Lord  Woodhoufelee* s  Memoirs 
of  Lord  Karnes* s  Appendix  I . ) 

i ,  ROBERT  JOHNSTON 
Was  author  of  HiftGria  Rerum  Britan • 
nicarum ,  &o.  ab.,  anno  1 57 2  ad 
annum  1 628, Amftel,  1655,  awork 
of  great  merit,  whether  we  confi- 
der  the  judicious  ftrufture  of  the 
narrative,  the  fagacity  of  the  re¬ 
flexions,  the  acpte  difcernment  of 
charaXers,  or  the  claffical  tinXure 
of  the  ftyle.  In  thofe  paflages  of 
his  Hiftory  where  there  is  room  for 
a  difplay  of  eloquence,  he  is  often 
fingulariy  happy  in  touching  thofe 
eharadleriftic  circumftances  which 
prefent  the  picture  ftrongly  to  the 
hiind  of  t)ae  reader,  without  a  vain 
parade  of  words,  or  artificial  refine¬ 
ment  of  fentiment.  We  may  cite 
as  an  example  his  defcription  of  the 
death  of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots, 
Lib .  i v.fub  anno  1586;  and  the 
circumftances  attending  the  death  of 
Effex,  wiih  the  author’s  reflec¬ 
tions  on  that  event  Lib.  ix.fuk  anno 
1601.  A  tranflation  of  this  work, 
with  notes,  in  the  manner  of  com¬ 
mentary,  would  be  a  moft  ac¬ 
ceptable  prefent  to  the  public  ;  but 
it  would  require  a  writer  of  fu- 
perior  ability,  and  deeply  read  in 
the  hiftory  of  the  times,  to  do 
juftice  to  fuch  an  undertaking. 
Johnfton  was  one  of  the  executors 
of  George  Herriot,  jeweller  to 
King  James  VI.  the  founder  of  the  • 
magnificent  Hofpital  for  the  educa¬ 
tion  of  orphans  at  Edinburgh, 
which  bears  his  name  :  and  the 
hiftorian  informs  us  that  the  en¬ 
dowment,  fplendid  as  it  is,  would 

* 


have  been  greatly  more  fp,  fi 
Reges  (meaning  James  and  Charles) 
et  Buckingamius  obligatam  fidem  lihe^ 
raffent . 

2?  Robert  Baillie,  author  of 
a  very  learned  work.  Opus  Hifh - 
ricum  et  Chronologicum  in  quo  Hijio * 
ria  facra  et  profana  compendiofe 
deducitur  ex  ipfis  fontibusy  a  crea • 
tione  miindi  ad  Confiant .  Magn» 
Amftel.  1 688;  but  better  known 
as  the  author  of  Letters  and  four-’ 
nals  from  1637  to  J662,  publifhed 
at  Edinburgh  in  1775,  which  give 
a  very  curious  account  of  the 
pegociations  between  the  Scots  Co¬ 
venanted  Prefbyterians  and  their 
brethren  of  England  in  the  lat- 
ter  part  of  the  reign  of  Charles 
I.  Baillie  had  been  educated  at 
Glafgow,  in  the  time  when  Epis¬ 
copacy  was  eftablifhed  in  Scotland, 
and  had  received  holy  orders  from 
Law,  Archbifhop  of  Glafgow ; 
but  in  1640,  he  devoted  himfelf 
entirely  to  the  party  of  the  Cove¬ 
nanted  Lords,  who  fent  him  to 
London  to  draw  up  heads  of  accufa- 
tion  againft  Laud,  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury,  on  the  fcore  of  the 
innovations  which  that  prelate  had 
introduced  into  the  ritual  and  mode 
of  worfhip  in  Scotland.  He  was 
a  man  of  confiderable  penetration, 
whofe  active  and  intriguing  fpirit 
fitted  him  for  performing  a  dif. 
tinguifhed  part  in  times  of  anar¬ 
chy  and  national  commotion.  His 
talents  had  recommeuded  him  to 
the  Duke  of  Lauderdale,  by  whofe 
interefts  he  was  made  Principal 
of  the  Univerfity  of  Glafgow  in 
1661.  It  has  been  already  men,- 
tioned,  (in  the  firft  Note  upon  the 
text),  that  a  daughter  of  Robert 
Baillie,  married  to  Mr.  Walking- 
fhawof  Barrowfield,  wasthegrand- 
mother  of  Lord  Karnes. 

3.  Alex* 
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3.  Alexander  Cunninghame,  au¬ 
thor  of  the  Hiftory  oj  Great  Bri - 
tain  from,  the  Revolution  in  1688 
to  the  Acceffion  of  George  /.  in  1 7 1 4, 
(tranflated  from  the  Latin  original 
by  Dr.  Thomfon,  and  publilhed 
at  London  in  1787,  in  two  vo¬ 
lumes  4to).  This  work,  which 
comprehends  the  annals  of  a  very 
interefting  period,  is  written  with 
judgment  and  candour  5  and  being 
the  cempofition  of  a  perfon  ac¬ 
tively  engaged  in  feveral  of  the 
public  tranfadions  which  he  re¬ 
cords,  contains  many  curious  anec¬ 
dotes  and  fads  not  to  be  found  in 
other  hiftorians.  Cunninghame, 
by  birth  a  Scotfman,  was  educated 
in  Holland,  where  he  lived  in  inti¬ 
macy  with  the  Scottilh  and  Englilh 
refugees,  at  the  Court  of  the  Prince 
of  Orange  ;  and  particularly  with 
the  Earls  of  Argyle  and  Sunderland, 
and  Mr.  Carftares,  afterwards  con¬ 
fidential  fecretary  for  Scottilh  af¬ 
fairs  to  King  William.  The  Earl 
of  Argyle  appointed  him  tutor  to 
his  fon  Lord  Lorn,  a  young  man  of 
uncommon  talents,  known,  at  a 
fubfequent  period,  in  the  firffc  rank 
of  Britifh  ftatefmen,  by  the  title  of 
John,  Duke  of  Argyle.  Cunning¬ 
hame,  while  abroad,  carried  on  a 
regular  confidential  correfpondence 
with  the  Miniftry,  and  was  after¬ 
wards  honoured  with  the  office  of 
Refldent  from  the  Britifh  Court  to 
the  Republic  of  Venice.  A  coin¬ 
cidence  of  name  has  led  to  the  con¬ 
founding  of  the  hiftorian  with  Alex¬ 
ander  Cunninghame,  the  celebrated 
editor  and  emendator  of  Horace, 
and  the  antagonift  of  Bentley  j  but 
the  evidence  produced  by  Dr, 
Thomfon,  in  a  very  elaborate  pre¬ 
face  toCunninghame’s  Hiftory,  leads 
to  a  ftrong  preemption  that  they 
were  different  perfons  s  and  a  late 


writer,  under  the  fignature  of  Crito, 
in  the  Scots  Magazine  for  Odober 
1 804,  feems  to  have  put  this  fad 
beyond  queftion ;  the  editor  of 
Horace  having  died  at  the  Hague 
in  1730,  and  the  hiftorian  at  Lon¬ 
don  in  1737.  The  ftyie  of  the  ori¬ 
ginal  work,  as  appears  from  the 
fpecimens  given  by  the  tranllator, 
is  in  general  corred,  and  fuffi- 
ciently  perfpicuousj  but  has,  no 
pretenfion  either  to  elegance  or 
claflical  purity.  It  is  chiefly  re¬ 
markable  for  exprefling  with  eafe, 
ideas  peculiar  to  modern  life  and 
manners.  It  was  a  difficult  matter, 
as  his  tranllator  juftly  remarks, 
“  to  exprefs  the  humours  of  the 
people  of  England  on  the  occafion 
of  a  general  eledion,  the  extrava¬ 
gance  of  the  Londoners  at  the  time 
of  Dr.  Sacheverell’s  trial ;  and 
the  temporary  importance  of  butch¬ 
ers  with  marrow-bones  and  cleav¬ 
ers,  chairmen,  porters,  chimney- 
fweeps,  link-boys,  and  black¬ 
guards.’*  But  that  a  talk  even  of 
this  kind  could  be  achieved,  in 
confiftence  with  the  purity  of  the 
Latin  idiom,  had  been  before 
evinced  by  Buchanan  and  Robert 
Johnfton ;  not  to  mention  the  wri¬ 
ters  of  other  nations,  Strada,  Gro- 
tius,  and  Thuanus. 

4.  Patrick  Hume,  author  of  a 
moft  elaborate  and  learned  Com¬ 
mentary  on  the  Paradife  Loji  of  Mil- 
ton ,  publilbed,  London  1695,  jn 
folio,  to  which,  (fays  Mr.  T. 
Warton),  (t  fome  of  his  fucceflors 
in  the  fame  province,  apprehend¬ 
ing  no  danger  of  detedion  from  a 
work  rarely  infpeded,  and  too 
pedantic  and  cumberfome  to  at- 
trad  many  readers,  have  been 
often  amply  indebted,  without  even 
the  moft  diftant  hint  of  acknow¬ 
ledgment,”  (Warton’s  edition  of 

Milton's 
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Milton’s  Leffer  Poems,  &c.  Pref.). 
That  great  depredations  have  been 
frequently  made  on  the  labours  of 
Patrick  Hume  is  certain ;  but  the 
wonder  is,  that  the  plunderers 
lhould  ever  have  hoped  for  conceal¬ 
ment  ;  for  the  edition  to  which 
the  commentary  is  ufually  fub- 
joined,  is  one  of  the  moll  fplen- 
did  and  beautiful  that  have  ever 
been  publilhedofthe  Paradife  Loft; 
and  the  nptes  difplay  fuch  a  depth 
of  erudition  and  elaborate  refearch, 
as  could  fcarcely  fail  to  procure 
them  the  attention  of  all  the  learn¬ 
ed  readers  of  Milton,  But  it  is  a 
difgrace  to  his  age,  that  their  au¬ 
thor  lhould  have  met  with  fo  much 
negleft  that  not  a  trace  is  now  to 
be  difcovered  of  his  hiftory  or  cha¬ 
racter. 

5.  Mr.  John  Sage,  a  Bifhop  of 
the  Old  Epifcopal  Church  of  Scot¬ 
land,  a  man  of  great  learning, 
worth  and  piety,  and  of  uncommon 
acutenefs  as  a  controverfial  writer 
in  defence  of  the  church  to  which 
he  belonged.  He  was  profoundly 
lkilled  in  all  the  ancient  languages, 
which  gave  him  an  eminent  ad¬ 
vantage  over  his  adverfaries,  the 
moll  diftinguiffied  of  whom  was 
,  Mr.  Gilbert  Rule,  Principal  of 
the  College  of  Edinburgh,  who, 
with  much  zeal,  and  no  mean  abi¬ 
lity,  was  overmatched  by  the  fu- 
perior  learning  and  hiftorical  know¬ 
ledge  of  his  antagonift.  Sage  was 
born  in  1652,  the  fon  of  Captain 
Sage,  a  gentleman  of  Fifelhire,  and 
an  officer  of  merit  in  Lord  DufFus’s 
regiment,  who  fought  on  the  fide  of 
the  Royalifts  when  Monk  ftormed 
Dundee  in  1651.  The  chief  wri¬ 
tings  of  Bifhop  Sage  are  The  Fun¬ 
damental  Charter  of  Prejhytery , 
London  1693  ;  ThePrinciples  of  the 
Vol.  XL IX,  or  Vol,  VII.  Nj 


Cyprianic  Age,  London  1 69  £  ; 
A  '■ vindication  of  that  Work,  Lon= 
don,  1701  ;  The  Life  of  Gazvin 
Douglas,  Bifhop  of  Dunk  eld,  pre¬ 
fixed  to  Ruddiman’s  edition  ofT^ 
Tranflation  of  Virgil’s  JEneis,  Edin¬ 
burgh  1710;  An  Introduction  to 
Drummond’ s  Hifory  of  the  Five 
Jameses,  Edinburgh  1711.  The 
Life  of  Sage  was  well  written  by 
Mr.  John  Gillan,  a  Bifhop  of  the 
fame  church,  publifhed  at  London 
in  1741;  and  feveral  interefting 
notices  of  him  are  given  in  Mr. 
Chalmers’s  inftruCiive  and  curious 
Life  of  Kud diman. 

I  (hall  mention  a  few  other  wri¬ 
ters  who  do  honour  to  Scotland, 
and  who  may  be  ranked  in  the  clafs 
of  elegant,  though  not  profound 
fcholars,  during  the  fame  unfa¬ 
vourable  period,  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  till 
the  Revolution. 

1.  William  Drummond  of  Hazv~ 
tharnden ,  whofe  various  talents, 
improved  by  a  moft  liberal  edu¬ 
cation,  and  polifhed  by  a  long  reft- 
dence  in  foreign  countries  fitted  him 
to  be  the  ornament  of  a  court, 
and  to  (bine  confpicuouily  as  a 
public  character ;  from  an  amiable 
diffidence  and  modefty,  and  a  mind 
infenfible  to  the  allurements  of 
ambition,  he  chofe  to  devote  his  life 
to  ftudious  retirement,  and  the 
cultivation  of  polite  literature ; 
for  which  he  had  the  beft  accom¬ 
plishment,  in  the  knowledge  he 
poflfefifed  of  moft  of  the  ancient  and 
modern  languages.  He  inherited 
a  native  poetic  genius,  but  vitia¬ 
ted  by  the  falfe  tafte  which  pre¬ 
vailed  in  his  age, — a  fondnefs  for 
the  conceits  of  the  Italian  poets 
Petrarch  and  Marino,  and  their  imi¬ 
tators  among  the  French,  Ronfard 
vr  Series.  *  B  b  Bella} 
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Bellaiy  and  Du  Barters.  Yet  many 
of  his  fonnets  contain  lirnple  and 
natural  thoughts  clothed  in  great 
beauty  of  expreffion.  His  poem 
entitled  Forth  Feafting ,  which  at¬ 
tracted  the  envy  as  well  as  the 
praife  of  Ben  Johnfon,  is  fuperior,  in 
harmony  of  numbers,  to  any  of 
the  compofitions  of  the  contempo¬ 
rary  poets  of  England;  and  is,  in 
its  fubjeft,  one  of  the  moft  elegant 
panegyrics  that  ever  were  addreffed 
by  a  poet  to  a  prince.  In  profe 
writing,  the  merits  of  Drummond 
are  as  unequal  as  they  are  in  poe¬ 
try.  When  an  imitator,  he  is  harfh, 
turgid,  affeded  and  unnatural  ;  as 
in  his  Hi  (lory  of  the  Five  Jameses 
which,  though  judicious  in  the 
arrangement  of  the  matter,  and 
abounding  in  excellent  political 
and  moral  fentiments,  is  barbarous 
and  uncouth  in  its  ftyle,  from  an 
affedation  of  imitating  partly  the 
manner  of  Livy,  and  partly  that  of 
Tacitus.  Thus,  there  is  a  perpe¬ 
tual  departure  from  ordinary  con- 
ftrudion,  and  frequently  a  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  Englifh  idiom.  In 
others  of  his  profe  compofitions, 
-where  he  followed  his  own  take,  as 
in  the  It  e  ne  and  Cyprefs-  Grove , 
and  particularly  in  the  former,  there 
is  a  remarkable  purity  and  eafe 
of  expreffion,  and  often  a  very  high 
tone  of  eloquence.  The  Irene, 
written  in  1638,  is  a  perfuafive  to 
civil  union,  and  the  accommodation 
of  thofe  fatal  differences  between 
the  King  and  the  People,  then 
verging  to  a  crifis  :  It  is  a  model 
of  a  popular  addrefs  3  and,  allow¬ 
ing  for  its  pu filing  too  far  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  paffive  obedience,  bears 
equal  evidence  of  the  political  fa- 
gacity,  copious  hiflbrical  infor¬ 
mation,  and  great  moral  worth  and 
benevolence  of  its  author. — Drum¬ 


mond  died  in  1649,  in  the  fixty- 
fourth  year  of  his  age,  a  few  months 
after  the  murder  of  his  fovereign 
Charles  I. 

2.  The  Reverend  Mr.  Ninian 
Paterfon,  author  of  an  amufing 
mifcellany,  entitled,  Fpigramma - 
turn  Lihri  Qflo,  cum  aliquot  Pfalmo- 
rum  paraphraji  poetica ,  Edinburg! 
1678.  He  was  minifter  ofLiberton 
in  the  reigns  of  Charles  1 1 .  and  J  ames 
II.  He  defigns  himfelf  Glafgeunjtsy 
and  was  probably  a  relation  of 
John  Paterfon,  Bifhop  of  Galloway, 
afterwards  Archbifhop  of  Glafgow, 
to  whom  he  addreffes  feveral  of 
his  poems.  His  Fpigrammata  are 
curious,  as  commemorating  all 
the  remarkable  men  of  his  own 
time.  They  are  often  extremely 
happy  in  the  turn  of  thought,  and 
written  in  eafy  numbers  and  good 
Latinity  :  I  give  the  following  as  a 
fpecimen  : 

Ad filium  infant cm  dum  ejularet. 

Parve,  quid,  heu,  lacrymis,  teneros  cor» 
rumpis  oeellos  ? 

An  cum  luce  tibi  fors  quoque  damna 
dedit  ? 

Nulla  tuum  lsedit  mendax  infamia  nomen, 
Nec  nocet  infani  lis  rabiofa  fori : 
Praefentis  non  cura  coquit,  terforve  futuri, 
Lafcivufvc  vorat  mollia  corda  furor. 

Te  neque  fulpenfis  luditfpes  anxia  votis, 
Nec  tibi  pauperies  horrida  teia  quatit. 
Damna  gemis  forfan  nimium  mea,  praecoce 
cura, 

Plus  nimis  (0  infans  1)  hac  mihi  parte, 
loquax  : 

Mosftave  przeludunt  propriis  praefagi  fatis, 
Et  tecum  tenero  crefcit  ab  ungue  dolor! 
At,  precor,  hos  fletus  matures  differ  in 
anno*, 

Turn  plus  forte  fatis  cur  lacrvmeris  erit; 
Quin  potius  fenii  folamen  vivito  noftri, 

Si  datur,  et  matri  gaudia  longa  feras. 

Paterfon  appears  to  have  fufFered 
much  calumny  from  the  puritani¬ 
cal  party  of  his  times,  whom  his 
poetical  fatire  probably  galled  and 

exafpe- 
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xafperated.  In  a  iniferable  pro-^ 
dudion,  entitled,  du  Anfwer  to 
Scots  PreJhjterian  Eloquence  De¬ 
ployed,  (the  original  piece  and  the 
anfwer,  equally  infamous  and  dis¬ 
graceful  libels),  he  isftigmatized  as 
a  hypocrite  in  religion,  and  a  pro¬ 
fligate  in  his  manners  :  but,  from 
his  writings  appears  to  have  been  a 
man  of  piety  and  virtue. 

3.  Sir  George  Mackenzie  of 
Rofehaugh ,  one  of  the  moll  diftin- 
guifhed  characters  of  his  time,  was 
the  fon  of  Simon  Mackenzie  of 
Lochfline,  and  nephew  of  George, 
firfl:  Earl  of  Seaforth.  He  was 
born  at  Dundee  in  1636,  and  edu¬ 
cated  at  the  Univerfities  of  Aber¬ 
deen  and  St.  Andrew’s.  At  the 
age  of  fix, teen,  he  went  abroad  and 
ftudied  the  civil  law  in  the  Uni- 
verfity  of  Bourges.  He  put  on 
the  gown  of  a  barrifter  in  the 
twentieth  year  of  his  age ;  and 
although  his  mind  feems  to  have  had 
a  flrong  bent  to  the  profecution 
of  general  literature,  the  ardour 
withwhich  he  applied  himfelf  to  the 
profeflion  of  the  law,  together  with 
a  copious  and  animated  elocution, 
railed  him  in  a  few  years  to  the 
greateft  eminence  at  the  Scottilh  bar. 
Yet,  judging  from  his  writings, 
his  talents  appear  to  have  been  ra¬ 
ther  fplendid  than  folid.  He  cer¬ 
tainly  poflefled  uncommon  afliduity 
and  activity  of  mind,  as  the  num¬ 
ber  and  variety  of  his  compo- 
fitions  teitify :  and  perhaps  the 
fuperficial  manner  in  which  he  has 
treated  many  of  thofe  fubjeCts  fo¬ 
reign  to  his  profeflion,  is  the  lefs 
to  be  wondered  at,  in  a  man  whofe 
time  was  fo  occupied  in  profeflional 
duties.  The  obfcurity  and  con- 
fuflon  that  are  difcernible  in  fome 
of  his  juridical  difcuflions,  may 
ha>e  arifen  in  a  great  meafure 


from  the  rude,  unmethodized,  and 
almofl  chaotic  ftate  of  the  law  of 
Scotland,  both  civil  and  criminal, 
in  his  days.  We  do  hot  judge 
candidly  of  the  merit  of  thofe 
older  authors,  who  wrote  before  the 
law  was  fyftematized,  and  who 
were  themfelves  the  firfl:  to  bring  it 
into  method,  when  we  compare  their 
early  efforts  in  clearing  a  path 
through  a  tracklefs  foreft,  to  the 
advances  of  their  fucceflfors  on  a 
beaten  road,  and  through  an  im¬ 
proved  andpolifhed  country.  We 
ought  never  to  forget  the  difficul¬ 
ties  which  the  former  had  to  en¬ 
counter,  nor  the  advantages  which 
the  latter  have  derived  from  their 
labours ;  availing  themfelves  of 
all  their  difcoveries,  and  profiting 
even  by  their  errors.  On  one  ac¬ 
count  alone,  although  every  other 
merit  were  forgotten.  Sir  George 
Mackenzie  is  entitled  to  refpeCt  as 
a  lawyer.  He  was  the  firfl:  who 
exploded  from  the  practice  of  the 
criminal  courts  of  Scotland,  that 
moft  abfurd  and  iniquitous  doc¬ 
trine,  That  no  defence  was  to  be 
admitted  in  exculpation  from  a  cri¬ 
minal  indictment  which  was  con-, 
trary  to  the  libel :  as,  if  John  were 
accufed  of  having  murdered  Jo  me , 
by  giving  him  a  mortal  wound 
with  a  fword,  it  was  not  allowable 
for  John  to  prove  his  defence,  that 
the  wound  was  not  given  in  any 
vital  part,  and  that  James  died 
of  a  fever  caught  afterwards  by 
contagion.  It  appears  ftrange  to  us, 
that  a  doCtrine  of  rule  fo  repugnant 
to  common  fenfe,  fhould  require 
a  ferious  confutation;  hut  the  an¬ 
nals  of  our  criminal  court,  and  the 
writings  of  foreign  jurifts,  (hew, 
that  it  was  of  long  and  inveterate 
prevalence,  not  only  in  this  country, 
but  in  the  molt  polifhed  nations 
*  B  b  2  of 
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of  Europe.— Sir  George  Mac¬ 
kenzie,  in  the  exercife  of  his  duty 
of  King’s  Advocate  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  II.  incurred  of  neceflity 
the  refentment  of  the  party  of  the 
Covenanters :  and  he  has  been  ac- 
cufed  by  Burnet,  and  other  writers 
of  fimilar  principles,  of  ftretch- 
ing  the  laws  for  conftru&ive  trea¬ 
sons,  in  the  noted  trials  of  Baillie 
of  Jervifwood,  and  the  Earl  of 
Argyle,  and  in  the  profecutions 
againft  Mitchel  and  Learmonth  j 
but  his  own  defence  will  fully  juf- 
tify  his  conduct  in  the  breaft  of 
every  man,  whofe  judgment  is  not 
perverted  by  the  fame  prejudices, 
hoftile  to  all  good  government, 
which  led  thofe  infatuated  offenders 
to  the  doom  they  merited.  (See 
Mackenzie’s  works,  Vindication  of 
the  Government  of  Charles  II. } — But 
it  is  not  fo  much  the  public  cha, 
ra&er  of  Sir  George  Mackenzie,  or 
'even  his  private  virtues,  which 
were  great  and  exemplary,  tha  t  war¬ 
rant  any  notice  of  him  in  this 
place.  It  is  in  the  capacity  of  an 
elegant  fcholar,  that  1  have  ranked 
him  among  the  ornaments  of  his 
country.  His  Latin  eompolitions 
are  correct  and  ornate  in  no  com¬ 
mon  degree.  His  ftyle  is  evident¬ 
ly  formed  on  the  writings  of  Cicero 
and  the  Younger  Pliny  ;  and  though 
a  little  tinftured  with  the  more 
florid  eloquence  of  Quin&ilian,  is 
entirely  free  from  the  falfe  embel- 
lifhments  and  the  barbarifms  of  the 
writers  of  the  lower  ages.  His 
Idea  Eloquentnv  fsrenfsy  is  a  maf- 
xerly  tra&ate,  which  enumerates 
and  eloquently  defcnbes  all  the 
important  requifites  of  a  pleader, 
and  gives  the  moft  judicious  pre¬ 
cepts  for  the  cultivation  of  the  va¬ 
rious  excellencies,  and  the  avoiding 
of  the  ordinary  defe, els  of  foren- 


fic  elocution.  His  Charafteres  quo* 
rundarn  apud  Scotos  Advocatorum 9 
evince  a  happy  talent  of  painting, 
not  only  the  great  and  prominent 
differences  of  manner  in  the  plea¬ 
ders  of  his  age,  but  of  diferimina* 
ting,  with  lingular  nicety,  and  in 
the  moft  appropriate  terms,  the 
more  minute  and  delicate  (hades  of 
diftindion,  which  a  critical  judg¬ 
ment  alone  could  perceive,  and 
which  could  be  delineated  only  by 
a  matter’s  hand.  It  is  highly  to 
the  honour  of  this  eminent  man, 
that  he  appears  to  have  poffeffed 
a  true  fenfe  of  the  dignity  of  his 
profeffion ;  and  that  he  perpetu¬ 
ally  endeavoured,  as  much  by  his 
example  as  by  his  precepts,  to 
mark  the  contraft  between  the  pro- 
fecution  of  the  law  as  a  liberal  and 
ingenious  occupation,  and  its  ex¬ 
ercife  (too  common)  as  a  merce¬ 
nary  craft. — Sir  George  Macken¬ 
zie  retired  at  the  Revolution  from 
all  public  employment ;  and  died, 
a  fhort  time  after,  at  London* 
1691,  in  the  fifty -fifth  year  of  his 
age. 


Charafter  and  Anecdote?  tf  Dr, 
Wilkie . 

( Ffom  Hall’s  Travels  in  Scotland \) 

AS  Dr.  Wilkie  was  greatly  ad¬ 
mired  by  all  who  knew  him,  and 
were  capable  of  eftimating  his  ge¬ 
nius  and  learning,  as  a  philofopher, 
a  poet,  and  a  man  of  wit,  I  fhall 
not  make  any  apology  for  giving 
a  place  here  to  fome  anecdotes  con¬ 
cerning  a  man,  fo  highly  diftin- 
guifhed  by  a.  rare  union  of  happy 
talents  ;  but  whofe  character,  how¬ 
ever,  isy  perhaps,  lefs  generally 
known  than  that  of  any  other  man 
equally  entitled  to  fame. 


It 


CHARACTERS. 


It  muft  be  owned,  that  there  is 
fomething  of  a  whimtical  appear¬ 
ance  in  a  philofopher’s  writing  a 
poem,  at  this  time  of  day,  about 
the  Tons  of  the  Grecian  heroes, 
who  fought  in  the  firft  war  againft 
Thebes.  In  this  age  ef  fcience 
and  philofophkal  precifiom,  there 
is  Scarcely  any  kind  of  poetry  that 
is  tolerable,  befides  the  defcriptive, 
including,  however,  the  dramatic. 
The  raufes  that  infpire  poetry,  are 
now  the  fciences — the  fciences  that 
give  intereft  and  elevation  to  all 
things,  by  combining  them  with 
phyfical  and  moral  nature. 

The  epic  poem,  languifhing  un¬ 
der  the  piercing  rays  of  fcience, 
has  died  a  natural  death.  The 
3aft  efforts,  in  this  way,  at  all  re- 
fpe&able,  are  the  Leonidas  of  Glo¬ 
ver  •  and  Wilkie’s  Epigoniad. 
Still,  however,  the  admirable  ge¬ 
nius  of  Wilkie  might  have  been 
better  employed,  and  more  happily 
dire&ed  ;  notwithftanding  all  that 
he  fays  in  his  preface,  which  has 
been  univerfally  allowed  to  be  a 
piece  of  excellent  criticifm.  There 
are  few,  I  prefume,  who  can  work 
up  their  fancy,  or  be  wrought  upon 
by  others,  to  feel  any  intereft  in 
the  characters  or  fortunes  of  the 
Epigoni.  But  there  is  no  one  who 
does  not  admire  the  variegated 
harmony  of  Wilkie’s  verfification, 
the  fplendor  of  his  defcription,  and 
the  powers  and  apparent  facility 
with  which  he  enters  into  the  ge¬ 
nius  of  the  times  of  which  he 
writes,  and  the  very  foul  of  Homer. 
He  was,  as  may  be  well  imagined, 
a  mod:  excellent  Greek  fcholar. 
With  the  writers  of  Greece,  poets, 
hiftorians,  and  philofophers,  he 
was  familiarly  acquainted ;  and 
could  defcribe,  and  even  imitate, 
?he  diftinguilhing  turn  or  manner 
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of  each.  His  fables  certainly  pof- 
fefs  both  aptnefs  and  a  beautiful 
fimplicity. 

Dr.  Wilkie  was  once  urged  to 
write  a  didaCtic  poem,  by  a  friend, 
who  thought,  that  the  rare  admix¬ 
ture  of  poetry  and  philofophy, 
found  in  him,  qualified  him  in  a 
fingular  manner  for  fuch  an  under¬ 
taking.  This,  however,  he  de¬ 
clined,  faying,  that  he  did  not 
know  of  any  one  who  had  fucceeded 
in  that  fpecies  of  compofition. 
His  friend  mentioned  Lucretius, 
as  an  inftance  of  fuccefs.  “  Lu¬ 
cretius,  faid  Dr.  Wilkie,  re¬ 
minds  me  of  a  cobier  I  once  knew, 
who  would  now  and  then  take 
up  his  fiddle,  and  play  himfelf 
a  tune,  but  foon  throw  it  afide, 
and  fall  a  hammering  again  on  his 
laft.” 

A  very  fhining  part  of  Dr. 
Wilkie’s  chara&er  was  his  talents 
for  converfation.  To  this,  all 
who  were  acquainted  with  ,him, 
looked  back,  and  of  thefe,  they 
who  have  ftill  furvived  him,  ftill 
look  back  with  admiration.  Of 
this  they  all  talked,  or  talk  ftill, 
in  terms  of  the  higheft  praife  His 
converfation  was  indeed  a  feries 
of  the  moft  original  thought,  and 
of  the  moft  ingenious  reafbning, 
clothed  in  the  moft  nervous  and 
poetical  language.  Every  objeft 
was  painted  to  the  life,  and  placed 
before  one  in  the  moft  ftriking  at¬ 
titude.  All  this  was  accompanied 
with  much  wit. — I  fancy  there 
has  feldom  been  found  fo  much  wit, 
poetry,  and  philofophy,  blended 
together  in  the  converfation  of  any 
individual.  His  eloquence,  how¬ 
ever,  was  different  from  what  pro- 
feffors  of  rhetoric  and  moft  critics 
would  applaud.  No  ftudied  rotun¬ 
dity  of  periods ;  no  pomp  of 
*  B  b  3  word  s« 
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words.  At  the  fame  time  that  it 
was  very  poetical,  and  full  of  the 
liobleft  images,  it  was  perfedly 
iimple  and  perfpicuous. 

Dr.  Wilkie  was  particularly 
happy  in  transferring  into  his  lite¬ 
rary  or  philofophical  converfation, 
the  terms  and  phrafes  of  common 
life,  and  ©f  the  arts,  particularly 
of  agriculture.  Before  he  was 
called  to  the  univerfity  of  St.  An¬ 
drews,  he  was  minifter  of  a  coun¬ 
try  parifh  ;  Ratkoe,  in  Mid  Lo¬ 
thian.  The  habit  of  converfing 
with  his  parifhioners  and  neigh¬ 
bours,  while  he  lived  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  had  enabled  him  to  adapt  his 
converfation  to  their  comprehen- 
fion  ;  at  the  fame  time  that  it  had 
furni&ed  him  with  many  ftrong 
and  figurative,  though,  perhaps, 
pot  always  elegant  expreffions. 
Jfle  lived,  during  the  earlier  part 
of  his  life,  alternately  with  the  li¬ 
terary  men  about  the  univerfity  of 
Edinburgh,  and  the  farmers  in  his 
own  neighbourhood.  There  was, 
therefore,  a  verfatility,  as  it  were, 
in  his  eloquence,  which  would  have 
enabled  him  to  fhine  amidft  a  com¬ 
pany  of  peafants,  of  poets,  or  phi- 
lofophers. 

His  obfervations  on  human  na¬ 
ture  were  profound  ;  and  he  excel¬ 
led  in  unfolding  the  motives  of 
adion,  and  in  expofing  the  ridicule 
or  abfurdity  of  vice  or  folly. 
Another  fiibjed  on  which  his  con- 
yerfaticn  was  always  very  enter¬ 
taining  and  inftrudive,  was  criri- 
cifm.  He  was  furnifhed  with  the 
mod  frequent  fubjeds  of  his  re¬ 
marks,  from  his  having  read  both 
the  Latin  and  Greek  daffies,  as 
already  obferved,  repeatedly,  with 
the  utmofl  attention.  But  the  fa¬ 
vourite  fubjed  of  his  literary  con- 
yerfation  was,  the  philofophy  of 


lord  Bacon.  The  great  and  fub- 
lime  ideas  of  that  philofophy  were 
wonderfully  congenial  with  his 
mind  ;  and  he  had  penetrated  deeply 
into  thofe  branches  of  metaphyfics 
which  ferve  as  the  bafis  of  mathe¬ 
matics  and  natural  philofophy. 
The  maxims  laid  down  by  lord 
Bacon,  in  the  Novum  Organum, 
and  the  fcale  or  appreciation  of 
experiments,  which  form  tkefecond 
part  of  that  work,  he  ufed  to  illuf- 
trate  with  great  powers  of  eloquence 
and  ingenioiTnefs.  It  was  here, 
more  than  any  where,  that  he  was 
thought  to  rife  above  the  level  of 
even  his  own  converfation.  A 
very  favourite  author  with  Dr. 
Wilkie,  was  Cervantes.  Accuf- 
tpmed  to  take  the  moft  extenfive 
view  of  every  objed,  he  faw  in 
Don  Quixote  the  moft  perfect  pic¬ 
ture  of  enthufiafm  of  every  deno¬ 
mination.  (<  It  was  a  book,  he 
faid,  written  with  a  learned  infight 
into  enthufiafm  of  every  kind.” — 
Here,  too,  he  feems  to  have  had 
an  eye  to  his  great  guide  in  philo¬ 
fophy,  who,  among  the  fubjeds  of 
inveftigation  which  he  recommends, 
for  illuftrating  the  connexion  be¬ 
tween  mind  and  matter,  (/.  e,  the 
laws  which  regulate  this  connexion) 
enumerates  the  hiftory  of  the  power 
and  influence  of  the  imagination ; 
and  that  alfo  of  the  feveral  fpecies 
of  enthufiafm. 

On  the  philofophical  produdions 
of  lord  Bacon,  he  was  wont  to 
dwell  with  peculiar  pleafure.  And 
he  would  often  repeat  with  rapture 
the  following,  which  has  been  fq 
fully  verified  :  “  That  when  phy- 
fics  (hall  be  grounded  on  experi¬ 
ment,  their  efteds  will  as  far  excel 
the  pretended  powers  of  magic,  as 
the  adions  of  Casfar  or  Alexander 
furpaifed  the  fabulous  achievements 
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of  Arthur,  of  Britain,  or  Amadis, 
of  Gaul/* 

In  the  particular  do&rines  of 
natural  philofophy,  he  was  moft 
delighted  with  that  of  gravitation. 
And  he  ufed  to  fay,  “  That  human 
reafon  had  feldom  been  fo  well  em¬ 
ployed  as  when  it  inquired  into 
the  effe&s,  and  feldom  fo  ill  as 
when  it  inquired  into  the  caufe  of 
gravitation.  No  part  of  pure  ma¬ 
thematics  gave  him  fo  much  plea- 
fure  as  the  do&rine  of  fluxions. 
Having  never  applied  very  feriouf- 
ly  to  the  deeper  parts  of  mathema¬ 
tics,  till  his  appointment  to  the 
natural  philofophy  chair  at  St. 
Andrews,  he  never  acquired  great 
facility  in  the  fluxionary  calculus. 
But  there  was  never  any  man  who 
underltood  the  principles  of  that 
calculus  more  thoroughly.  He 
ufed  to  fay,  that  the  advantage  of 
fluxions  confifts  in  giving  at  once 
the  refult  of  an  infinite  feries  of 
approximations.  **  He  was  the 
firil,  and  probably  the  only  poet, 
that  has  been  initiated  in  the  myf- 
teries  of  this  difficult  fcience. 

As  a  teacher  of  natural  philofo¬ 
phy,  Dr.  Wilkie  has  rarely  been 
excelled.  He  carried  along  with 
him  into  his  fchool,  the  fame  clear- 
nefs,  fimplicity,  and  force  of  ex- 
preffion,  which  accompanied  him 
on  all  other  occafions.  His  courfe 
was  very  happily  arranged,  and 
contained  many  uncommon  views 
of  nature,  and  many  new  and  ex¬ 
cellent  demonftrations.  He  was, 
withal,  very  clofe  or  ftrift  in  his 
reafoning  ;  and,  on  that  account, 
by  thofe  who  came  to  his  ledlures, 
without  a  fufficient  preparation  of 
geometry,  and  a  fufficient  command 
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of  their  attention,  was  fometimes 
fuppofed  to  be  obfcure. 

From  that  abfence  of  mind, 
which  men  who  think  deeply  are 
rarely  exempted,  Dr.  Wilkie 
would  now  and  then  loofe  the 
thread  of  his  demonftration  alto¬ 
gether.  On  fuch  occafions  he 
would  immediately  flop  Ihort  ; 
being  wholly  fuperior  to  the  arti¬ 
fice  of  amufing  his  lludents  for  an 
inflant,  with  words,  which  if  they 
did  not  underftand,  their  modefty 
might  lead  them  to  blame  theni- 
felves,  rather  than  their  mailer. 
He  would  not  hefitate,  after  a 
Ihort  paufe,  to  fay,  u  I  have  been 
bewildered — I  have  been  fpeaking 
nonfenfe  — and,  having  thus  re¬ 
collected  himfelf,  would  proceed 
with  a  new  demonllration.  In¬ 
deed,  Dr.  Wilkie  polfelfed  that 
entire  fimplicity  of  character,  fo 
rarely  to  be  found,  by  means  of 
which  a  man  puts  himfelf  altoge¬ 
ther  out  of  the  queltion,  and 
fixes  his  eye  only  on  what  is  true, 
or  what  is  right. 

As  inftances  of  the  fuccefs  with 
which  Dr.  Wilkie  afiiduoufly  la¬ 
boured,  both  in  his  fchool  and 
private  convention,  to  inculcate 
and  propagate  the  Uriel  and  fevere 
method  of  the  Baconian  philofophy, 
I  may  mention  the  Rev.  Mr.  John 
Playfair,  profelfor  of  natural  philo«- 
fophy  in  the  univerfity  of  Edin¬ 
burgh,  fecretary  to  the  Royal  So¬ 
ciety  of  Edinburgh,  and  author  of 
Illustrations  of  the  Hutto- 
nian  System  of  Geology*  ; 
and  Mr.  John  Lefslie,  profelfor  of 
mathematics  there,  author  of  the 
celebrated  “  Experimental  Inquiry 
concerning  the  Nature  and  Propa- 


*  Mr.  Playfair,  who  was  much  noticed  by  Dr.  Wilkie  when  he  attended  his 
fchool,  was  honoured  with  his  particular  fritndlhip  a*  long  as  he  lived. 
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Ration  of  Heat.’*  In  the  fame 
fcbool,  under  Mr.  Gregory,  pro- 
feffor  of  mathematics,  and  Dr. 
Wilkie,  profeflor  of  experimental 
philofophy,  was  bred  Mr.  James 
Glenie,  of  his  majefty’s  corps  of 
engineers,  inventor  of  the  antece- 
dental  calculus  and  univerfal  com¬ 
panion  ;  which,  with  other  per¬ 
formances  of  his,  manifefl:  a  faculty 
qf  generalizing  in  thofe  fciences 
jtot  inferior  to  what  is  to  be  found 
in  the  works  now  extant  of  any 
perfon  that  has  written  on  them. 
He  was  the  firft  that  gave  a  gene¬ 
ral  demonftration  of  the  truth  of 


the  binomial  theorem  j  1-f  x 


vi 


n 


and  of  the  refidual  theorem  I  i  — * 


in  all  cafes  whatfoever,  not 
n 

only  when  m  and  1 1  are  integers, 
but  alfo  when  m  has  to  n  any  ratio 
whatfoever  :  which  is  publifhed  in 
the  5th  volume  of  Baron  Mafere’s 
Scriptores  Logarithmici.  He  has 
lately  given  another  remarkable 
fpecimen  alfo  of  this  turn  of  mind 
in  a  general  geometrical  inveftiga- 
tion  of  many  curious  and  interefting 
properties  of  the  circle,  printed  in 
the  6th  volume  of  the  Tranfa&ions 
of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh  ; 
from  which  the  very  beautiful, 
extenfive,  and  much  celebrated 
theorems  of  the  late  truly  elegant 
and  inventive  geometer.  Dr.  Mat¬ 
thew  Stewart,  refpe&ing  it,  that 
were  publifhed  by  him,  without 
demon'll  rations,  fixty  years  ago, 
are  derived  in  a  very  limple  and 
cor.cife  manner,  as  corollaries. 
Mr.  Glenie  is  alio  the  author  of 
the  “  Short  Effays  on  the  Modes 
of  Defence  bell  adapted  to  the  Si¬ 
tuation  and  Circumltances  of  this 
Ifland;’*  which  made  fuch  an  im- 


preflion  on  the  public  mind,  as  to 
prevent  the  execution  of  a  fyftem 
of  defence  for  Portfmouth  and 
Plymouth  dock-yards,  which  was 
certainly  much  better  calculated 
for  the  fubjugation  of  this  country, 
and  the  fubverfion  of  its  conftitu- 
tion,  than  any  other  fcheme  that 
had  ever  been  fubmitted  to  the 
confideration  of  parliament.  In 
the  debate  and  divifion  of  the  houfe 
of  commons  on  that  fubjeft,  in 
which  the  principles  of  the  Short 
ElTay  were  vigoroully  maintained, 
and  the  pamphlet  itfelf  quoted,  the 
duke  of  Richmond’s  projedled 
works  for  Portfmouth  and  Plymouth 
were  rejedled  by  the  calling  voice 
of  the  fpeaker,  Mr.  Cornwall ;  the 
moll  important  vote,  perhaps,  that 
was  ever  given  in  the  Britifh  par¬ 
liament  ;  as  Mr.  Glenie’s  was,  I 
fuppofe,  one  of  the  moll  important 
political  fervices  that  was  ever  di- 
reflly  performed  by  any  mathema¬ 
tician.  For  this  fervice,  lieuten¬ 
ant  Glenie  was  forced  to  leave  the 
engineer  corps,  in  order  to  avoid 
being  ruined  by  the  expenfe  of  con¬ 
tinually  moving  from  one  llation 
to  another.  In  1785",  he  was  or¬ 
dered,  by  the  duke  of  Richmond, 
mailer-general  of  the  ordnance,  to 
New  Brunfwick.  He  had  not 
been  there  above  three  months, 
when  the  mailer-general,  contrary 
to  his  own  printed  regulations,  and 
in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  order¬ 
ed  him  to  Grenada.  His  friends 
wrote  to  him,  faying,  that  they 
underllood  it  to  be  his  grace’s  in¬ 
tention  to  keep  him  conllantly 
moving  from  one  place  to  another, 
till  he  Ihould  force  him  to  leave 
the  corps,  and  therefore  advifed 
him  to  relign.  He  accordingly 
did  relign,  and  quitted  a  profeUIon 
of  which  he  was  paffionately  fond, 
and  in  which  he  had  fignalized 
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both  his  courage  and  (kill,  in  Ca¬ 
nada,  as  appears  from  the  difpatches 
of  lord  Dorchefter,  in  1778. 
Though  the  projected  works  for 
Portfmouth  and  Plymouth  were  fet 
afide,  the  duke  was  permitted  to 
carry  on  part  of  the  extenfive  plan, 
which  he  had  in  contemplation 
when  he  drew  up  his  report  of 
1783.  This  occafioned  another 
publication  by  Mr.  Glenie,  enti¬ 
tled,  6i  Obfervations  on  the  Duke 
of  Richmond’s  extenfive  Plans  of 
Fortifications,  and  the  new  Works 
he  has  been  carrying  on  fince  thofe 
which  were  fet  a  fide  by  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  in  1786. ” 

It  may  readily  be  fuppofed  that 
a  man  who  poffelfed  fuch  literary 
accomplilhments,  and  at  the  fame 
time  fuch  talents  for  converfation, 
as  Dr.  Wilkie,  would  form  a  very 
diftinguifhed  member  of  a  literary 
fociety  or  club.  So  he  did.  When 
he  was  a  a  young  man,  a  ftudent 
at  Edinburgh,  and  afterwards  a 
preacher  in  the  vicinity,  the  Scot- 
tifh  metropolis  had  began  to  be 
diftinguifhed  by  ardour  and  enter- 
prize  in  every  walk  of  literature 
and  fcience.  And  a  literary  fo¬ 
ciety  was  formed,  which  not  only 
difcuffed  queftions  among  them* 
felves,  but  maintained  a  correfpond- 
ence  with  feveral  eminent  literati 
and  philosophers  in  different  places. 
In  that  fociety  there  was  not  one 
whofe  arguments  or  courfe  of  rea- 
foning,  in  the  difpute  or  debate, 
made  generally  fo  deep  an  im- 
preffion,  and  carried  fo  much  con- 
vittion  to  the  minds  of  all  prefent, 
as  Dr.  Wilkie's.  In  theft  were  ex¬ 
hibited  a  ftriking  proof  and  exam¬ 
ple  of  the  connexion  between  elo¬ 
quence  and  a  candid  and  fincere 
difpofition.  The  unrivalled  fuccefs 
of  Wilkie  in  debate  arofe  not  more 
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from  his  fine  genius  and  extenfive 
learning,  than  the  fincerity  and 
fimplicity  of  his  moral  chara&er. 
It  was  to  this  chiefly  that  he  him- 
felf  attributed  his  fuccefs  in  literary 
deputation.  When  he  was  com¬ 
plimented  on  this,  he  would  fay*. 
“  When  men  of  equal  powers  take 
oppofite  fides  of  a  queftion,  the 
balance  is  naturally  caff  in  favour 
of  him  who  takes  the  right  one, 
I  find  that  men  of  bright  parts  are 
very  apt  to  take  the  weak  or  wrong 
fide  of  a  queftion,  that  they  may 
difplay  their  reafoning  powers.  I 
always  deliver  my  fincere  fenti- 
ments,  which  I  can  unfold  and 
maintain  more  eafily  than  I  fhould 
any  others. *' 

Among  the  members  of  that 
club,  and  the  particular  friends  of 
Wilkie,  were  the  late  Sir  Gilbert 
Elliot,  father  of  the  prefent  lord 
Minto,  lord  Elibank,  principal 
Robertfon,  Dr.  Adam  Smith,  Mr. 
J.  Hume,  profeffbr  Fergufon,  Mr. 
Alexander  Wedderburn,  afterwards 
lord  Loughborough,  and  others, 
who  attained  to  great  diftindlion 
in  both  the  law  and  literature. 
Though  many  of  thefe  had  been 
more  fortunate  than  he,  in  the  pur- 
fuit  of  literary  fame,  he  never 
fpoke  of  any  of  them  with  the 
fmalleft  degree  of  chagrin  or  envy. 
On  the  contrary,  he  was  fond  of 
telling  anecdotes  of  them  in  a  good 
natured  and  friendly  way,  and  de- 
fcribing  the  peculiarities  of  their 
genius,  turns,  and  habits.  Indeed 
the  moft  perfeft  candour,  and  the 
moft  fincere  love  of  truth  and 
juftice,  formed  the  bafis  of  his 
chara&er. 

It  was  a  very  confiderable  time 
after  Mr.  Wilkie  was  licenfed  to 
preach  the  gofpel,  before  he  obtain¬ 
ed  a  living,  or  kirk.  During  this 

interval. 
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interval,  amounting  to  about  ten 
years,  he  managed  the  farm,  which, 
with  the  charge  of  the  family,  was 
left  on  his  hands  by  his  father. 
On  the  fundays,  he  occafionally 
preached,  as  is  the  cuftom  for  pro¬ 
bationers,  or  preachers,  for  the 
miniilers  fettled  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood.  On  one  of  thefe  occafions, 
the  late  Earl  of  Lauderdale  had 
the  fenfe  to  difcover  Mr.  Wilkie’s 
uncommon  parts  and  attainments, 
and  the  merit  foon  after  of  reward¬ 
ing  them  as  far  as  he  could,  by 
fettling  him  as  miniifer  at  Rathoe. 

Dr.  Wilkie  was  an  excellent 
farmer,  but  paid  very  little  atten¬ 
tion  to  theories  of  agriculture. 
He  read  few  books  on  that  fubjeCt. 
One  maxim  of  his  deferves  to  be 
recorded,  i(  1  never  draw  any  con- 
clufion,  faid  he,  in  matters  of  huf- 
bandry,  but  from  direct  experi¬ 
ment,  and  I  never  reafon  from 
analogy.’ ’  The  example  he  fet 
of  an  excellent  method  of  hufband- 
ry  was  of  great  ufe  in  that  part  of 
the  country,  where  he  fpent  the 
lad  years  of  his  life.  The  people 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  St. 
Andrews  were  adonilhed  to  find 
a  profeffor  who  could  talk  to  them 
in  their  own  language,  and  teach 
them  how  to  raife  excellent  crops 
of  turnips  and  potatoes. 

He  was  a  great  iloven  in  his 
drefs,  and  regardlefs  of  all  gentility 
and  elegance  of  every  kind.  He 
was  frequently  to  be  feen  hadening 
through  the  ftreetsofSt.  Andrews, 
with  a  (hahby  great  coat,  his  wig, 
as  ufual,  awry,  and  his  hoes  on  his 
Shoulder,  to  work  in  his  fields. 
He  was  parfimonious,  and  fond  of 
money.  Yet  he  was  in  the  habit 
of  fending  very  confiderable  fums 
to  houfekeepers  in  St.  Andrews, 
whom  he  knew  to  be  druggling 


hard  under  poverty,  not  only  t° 
efcape  being  burthenfome,  but  t° 
maintain  a  decent  appearance  in 
fociety.  This,  as  was  conjectured 
before,  but  not  fully  known  till 
after  his  death,  he  did  in  the  moil 
fecret  manner,  exacting  as  a  condi¬ 
tion,  profound  fecrecy  from  the 
parties  relieved  by  his  bounty. 

The  following  anecdote,  how¬ 
ever  trivial  in  appearance,  is  well 
calculated  to  give  an  idea  of  Dr. 
Wilkie’s  genius,  habits,  and  man¬ 
ner  in  fociety.  In  mufing  on  any 
fubjedl,  when  any  ludicrous  idea 
occurred  to  him,  which  often  hap¬ 
pened,  he  would  without  faying  a 
word,  buril  into  a  fit  of  laughter, 
and  then  give  an  account  of  the 
fubjeft  that  had  moved  it.  Among 
the  profeffors  of  St.  Andrews,  co¬ 
temporary  with  Dr.  Wilkie,  was 
Mr.  Morton,  profeffor  of  Human¬ 
ity,  and  afterwards  of  Greek,  who 
was  in  many,  nay,  mod  refpe&s, 
the  very  oppofite  of  Dr.  Wilkie. 
He  was  not  a  man  of  genius,  nor 
yet  of  very  great  learning:  though 
well  enough  qualified  to  teach  lan¬ 
guages,  and  give  ledlures  in  philo- 
logy,  and  remarkably  careful  and 
diligent  in  the  difcharge  of  his 
profeffional  duty.  Having  a&ed 
as  private  tutor  and  travelling  go¬ 
vernor  to  feveral  young  gentlemen 
and  noblemen,  he  was  completely 
falhioned  to  the  world :  and  to 
drefs,  and  all  the  exterior  decencies 
of  life,  moft  pundlilioufly  atten¬ 
tive.  Having  no  children,  and 
being  of  a  liberal  turn  of  mind,  he 
was  withal  wholly  indifferent 
about  money,  beyond  what  was 
neceffary.  One  day  Dr.  Wilkie, 
when  it  was  his  turn  to  be  heb- 
domader,  and  prefide  at  the  college 
table,  after  a  filence  for  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes,  without  a  word,  by  way  of 
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preamble,  gave  way  to  a  hearty 
and  almoll  immoderate  fit  of  laugh¬ 
ter.  i(  I  have  been  thinking, ’’ 
faid  he,  “  that  Mr.  Moreton  would 
not  have  one  hair  of  his  wig  out 
of  its  place  for  a  guinea. ”  This 
fingle  llroke  was  highly  defcriptive 
of  both  him  who  made  the  obfer- 
vation,  and  him  who  was  the  fub- 
jed  of  it. 

Dr.  Wilkie  was  not  infenfible 
of  the  defects  of  his  own  charader. 
i(  The  difficulties, ”  he  faid,  ((  in 
which  I,  with  my  fillers  on  my 
hand,  was  early  involved,  ftrongly 
imprelfed  on  my  mind,  the  value 
of  independence,  and,  I  fear,  that 
I  am  kill  too  much  attached  to 
the  means  of  fecuring  it.”  The 
candour  of  this  acknowledgment 
is,  perhaps,  the  bell  apology  that 
can  be  made  for  the  failing  that 
gave  rife  to  it. 

He  was  paffionately  fond  of  raulic, 
and  no  bad  performer  on  the  violin. 
He  was,  in  a  word,  not  only  both 
a  natural  and  moral  philofopher, 
of  the  firft  daffies,  but  a  poet  of 
great  powers,  and  a  lover  of  all 
the  arts.  Yet  he  was  never  known 
to  betray  the  fmallelt  fymptom  of 
being  ip  love  :  though  he  liked  to 
conyerfe  with  fenlible  and  aceom- 
plifhed  women  ;  and  was  not  back¬ 
ward,  or  niggardly  in  his  praifes 
of  female  beauty,  or  other  attrac¬ 
tions,  He  was  very  happy  when 
any  of  the  ladies  who  vifited  his 
fillers,  who  lived  in  his  houfe  till 
his  death,  expreffied  any  fatisfadion 
with  his  performances  on  the  violin  ; 
he  very  readily  gave  a  tune  on  the 
fiddle,  in  exchange  for  a  fong. 


Account  of  Cabeflaing  the 
Troubadour. 

PROVENCE  was  the  birth¬ 
place  qf  this  troubadour.  His  pa¬ 
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rents  were  of  the  nobleffie,  but  fo 
poor  that  he  was  forced  to  leave 
the  paternal  roof  very  early  in  life. 
In  thofe  times  young  perfons  of 
condition,  without  fortunes,  had 
conllant  opportunities  of  getting 
an  education  in  the  houfes  of  the 
barons,  either  about  the  court,  or 
at  the  feignoral  riianfions,  in  the 
provinces :  they  were  there  brought 
up  as  <varlets  or  <varletonst  that  is* 
pages. 

Cabellaing  came,  with  no  other 
recommendation  than  that  of  being 
poor  and  of  noble  defeent,  to  Ray- 
mund  de  Rouffillon,  praying  to  be 
admitted  as  varlet  in  his  court. 
Raymund  received  him  kindly, 
and  took  him  into  his  fervice.  An 
open  countenance  that  befpoke  a 
generous  mind,  a  good  deportment, 
and  an  ingenuous  temper  prepoffef. 
fed  every  one  in  favour  of  the 
young  page,  who  had  the  art  of 
conciliating  the  affedion  both  of 
his  fuperiors  and  inferiors  without 
exciting  the  envy  of  his  equals. 
Raymund  himfelf  foon  vouchfafed 
him  eminent  tokens  of  his  favour, 
and  refolved  to  make  him  fquire  to 
his  wife,  that  he  might  fecure  his 
attachment  by  continual  inllances 
of  his  regard.  Cabellaing,  raifed 
to  a  ftation  that  feemed  to  be  the 
utmoft  attainment  to  which  a  page 
could  afpire,  now  thought  of  no¬ 
thing  but  how  he  Ihould  render 
himfelf  more  and  more  agreeable 
to  Raymund’s  confort,  the  lady 
Margaret.  To  a  plealing  form 
the  young  fquire  united  all  the 
charms  which  a  cheerful  difpofition, 
a  lively  imagination,  and  a  ready 
wit  could  bellow.  The  duties  of 
his  poll  gave  him  perpetual  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  exerting  thofe  fafei- 
nating  qualities,  in  the  happy 
combination  whereof  the  talent  of 
pleafing  undoubtedly  confills.  Ac. 

3  cordingly 
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cordingly  he  became  in  reality 
pleafing  to  Margaret ;  and  the 
dame  was  unfufpicious  of  the  firft 
emotions  of  her  heart,  as  the  great 
difparity  of  their  fituations  feemed 
always  a  fufficient  guard  again# 
any  temptations  to  weaknefs.  But 
there  are  feelings  which  reduce 
mankind  to  their  primitive  equali¬ 
ty,  and  in  this  regard  it  may  be 
truly  affirmed  that  all  lovers  are 
upon  an  equal  footing. 

However,  their  love  was  no  lefs 
pure  than  ardent,  no  lefs  refpedt- 
ful  than  tender,  and  it  could  nei¬ 
ther  be  confidered  as  a  weaknefs  in 
the  youthful  fquire  or  as  a  blemilh 
in  the  lady.  One  day  (he  took 
him  a  fide  :  4  c  Tell  me  then,’*  faid 
file,  iS  art  thou  not  convinced 
whether  my  countenance  is  fincere 
or  falfe  ?”  “  By  God  I//  anfwer- 

ed  Cabeftaing,  ((  from  the  happy 
moment  that  I  entered  into  your 
fervice  I  have  ever  looked  upon 
you  as  the  be#  lady  that  ever  li¬ 
ved,  as  the  mo#  upright  and  fin- 
cere  in  word  and  deed.  Upon  my 
faith  !  I  efteem  you  as  fuch ;  and 
lhall  efteem  you  as  fuch  as  long 
as  I  live.”  “  And  J,”  replied  the 
dame,  “  by  God !  I  fay  to  thee, 
that  thou  (halt  never  be  deceived 
in  me ;  and  that  I  will  not  give 
thee  reafon  to  alter  the  fond  opini¬ 
on  thou  entertaineft  of  me.”  Say¬ 
ing  this,  (he  embraced  him,  and 
from  that  moment  began  their 
correfpondence. 

But  little  time  had  palled  in  this 
manner,  before  evil  tongues  be¬ 
gan  to  fpeak  loudly  of  it.  It  was 
fo  much  and  fo  varioufty  talked  of, 
that  at  la#  it  came  to  Raymund’s 
ears,  who  by  no  means  received 
the  tidings  with  indifference. 

Cabeftaing  went  one  day  out 
alone  to  take  the  diverfion  of  hawk¬ 


ing.  Raymund  alked  where  he 
was :  his  fervants  told  him.  He 
immediately  took  his  weapon, 
concealed  it  under  his  robe,  and 
ordered  his  horfe.  Quite  unatten¬ 
ded  he  rode  the  way  that  had  been 
pointed  out  to  him.  He  met  Ca¬ 
beftaing,  who  was  ftartled  at  feeing 
him,  as  he  augured  fomething  of 
the  fufpicions  of  his  lord.  After 
the  ufual  falutations,  Raymund 
"aiked  him  whether  he  had  not 
fome  lady  whom  he  made  fubjeCl 
to  his  fongs,  and  whether  he 
might  not  hear  her  name  ?  Ca¬ 
beftaing  at  firft  excufed  himfelf  un¬ 
der  the  pretext,  that  by  the  laws 
of  gallantry  no  man  could  name 
his  fair  one  without  being  falfe. 
te  I  know,”  added  he,  i(  that  fi¬ 
delity  towards  a  lady  confifts  in 
faying  every  thing  to  her,  but 
nothing  of  her.”  Raymund,  how¬ 
ever,  was  fo  preffing,  and  feem- 
ingly  without  any  finifter  defign, 
that  Cabeftaing  was  at  length 
forced  to  fubmit ;  but,  in  order 
to  miflead  him,  declared  that  he 
loved  Agnes,  the  confort  of  Ro¬ 
bert  de  Tarafcon,  dame  Marga¬ 
ret’s  filter,  Raymund  could  not 
conceal  the  joy  this  confeffion 
gave  him  ;  and,  preffing  his  hand, 
allured  the  troubadour  of  his  good 
offices,  and  propofed  to  go  direct¬ 
ly  and  make  a  vifit  to  dame 
Agnes ;  for  his  reftlefs  jealoufy 
had  yet  fome  difficulties  to  get 
over  concerning  Cabeftaing’s  love. 
Agnes  entirely  difpelled  them  on 
being  alked  by  Raymund,  who  her 
favourite  was  ?  She,  by  a  mo¬ 
mentary  confufion  in  the  air  of 
the  young  fquire,  perceiving  the 
tendency  of  this  queftion,  gayly 
anfwered,  that  it  was  him  Ihe 
loved ;  and  her  whole  behaviour, 
during  the  time  the  two  guefts 

ftayed 
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Hayed  in  her  cattle,  feemed  to 
corroborate  her  affertion. 

Mean  time  this  fuccefsful  arti¬ 
fice  produced  an  effeft  that  would 
not  readily  have  been  expedied, 
were  there  not  fo  many  inftanees 
where  female  vanity  can  impel  to 
the  commiffion  of  as  many  faults 
as  love.  Margaret  thought  that 
Cabeftaing  was  adtually  in  love 
with  her  fitter,  and,  in  agony  of 
mind,  loaded  the  poor  fquire  with 
the  bittereft  reproaches.  Cabef¬ 
taing  vindicated  himfelf  as  well 
as  he  could;  but  all  to  no  purpofe. 
Margaret  infilled  upon  his  de¬ 
claring  in  a  fonnet  that  he  loved 
none  elfe  but  her;  The  fonnet 
was  compofed  ;  and  that  cordial 
tendernefs  fo  natural  to  Cabeftaing, 
when  fhe  was  the  fubjedl,  was  but 
too  well  adapted  to  revive  the 
fufpicions  of  the  impetuous  baron. 

Raymund,  into  whofe  hands  it 
fell,  had  no  great  difficulty  to 
guefs  the  meaning.  Jealoufy  fo 
overpowered  him  that  he  formed 
the  black  and  horrid  refolution 
of  murdering  Cabeftaing.  Under 
fome  fpecious  pretence  he  took  him 
out  with  him  one  day,  and  being 
now  at  fome  diftance  from  the 
cattle,  he  rufhed  furioufty  upon 
him,  and  having  brought  him  to 
the  ground,  he  difpatched  him, 
fevered  his  head  from  his  body, 
cut  out  his  heart,  and  brought 
them  both  home  with  him  under 
his  cloak.  On  his  return  to  the 
cattle  he  ordered  the  cook  to  be 
called,  and  gave  him  the  heart,  as 
a  piece  of  game,  with  directions  to 
drefs  it  in  a  delicate  manner.  His 
commands  were  obeyed.  Lady 
Margaret  was  a  lover  of  venifon, 
and  ate  it  as  being  that  for  which 
it  was  ferved  up.  After  dinner, 
faid  Raymund;  (S  Knoweft  thou 


what  meat  thou  haft  been  eating 
with  fo  much  relifh  ?’*  ((  No/9 

returned  fhe,  ts  but  I  found  it  ex¬ 
cellent.’"  “  Truly  that  I  belie ve/9 
replied  the  barbarous  lord,  (s  as  it 
is  a  thing  thou  wert  always  fond 
of ;  and  it  is  very  natural  for  thee 
to  love  that  dead,  which  while 
living  thou  watt  perfectly  enamour¬ 
ed  of/*  Aftoniftied,  fhe  faid,  with 
emotion,  “  How  ?  what  faidft 
thou  ?’*  At  this  inftant  he  pre¬ 
fen  ted  to  her  the  bloody  head  of 
Cabeftaing.  “  Look,”  faid  he, 
“  look,  this  is  he  whofe  heart 
thou  haft  been  eating. ’*  At  this 
fight  Margaret  fell  into  a  fwoon. 
“  Yes,*'  faid  fhe,  after  flowly  re¬ 
covering,  in  a  voice  of  tendernefs 
piercing  through  defpair,  “  I  found 
fo  delicious  the  morfel  I  received 
from  thee,  inhuman  monfter,  that 
I  muft  eat  no  more  of  any  thing 
elfe,  that  I  may  not  lofe  the  tafte 
of  it :  thou  juftly  gaveft  me  what 
was  always  mined*  Raymund  ran 
raging  towards  his  wife,  with  the 
fword  in  his  hand.  She  efcaped 
from  him  by  running  to  the  win¬ 
dow,  flung  herfelf  from  it,  and 
was  dafhed  to  pieces  by  the  fall. 

The  news  of  this  melancholy 
tranfa&ion  was  foon  fpread  over 
all  the  country  round ;  and  reach¬ 
ed  the  territory  of  king  Alfon- 
fus  of  Arragon,  where  it  exci¬ 
ted  univerfal  horror.  The  relati¬ 
ons  of  the  lady  and  of  the  trou¬ 
badour,  all  the  counts,  all  the 
knights  in  the  neighbourhood,  all 
that  had  ever  loved,  met  together 
and  declared  a  bloody  war  againft 
Raymund.  Alfonfus,  who  came 
himfelf  to  the  place  to  enquire 
more  narrowly  into  the  particular 
cireumftances  of  the  affair,  order¬ 
ed  him  to  be  put  tinder  a  guard, 
demolifhed  his  cattle,  aid  comman¬ 
ded 
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ded  the  bodies,  after  a  magnifi¬ 
cent  funeral  folemnity,  to  be  de- 
pofited  in  the  fame  grave  in  the 
porch  of  the  parifh  church.  Their 
ftory,  fays  my  author,  was  repre- 
fented  upon  the  tomb  ;  but  he 
leaves  us  uncertain  whither  it  was 
by  a  painting,  or  by  an  infcrip- 
tion,  or  by  the  hand  of  the  ftacu- 
ary.  In  thofe  times  it  was  an 
almoft  univerfal  cuftom,  made  fa- 
cred  by  the  fuperftition  of  our  an¬ 
cestors,  to  inter  in  the  fame  grave 
the  bodies  of  lovers  who  had  died 
together  as  facrifices  to  their  af¬ 
fection. 

This  ftory  will  appear  furprifing 
to  none,  at  leaft  in  the  leading  fea¬ 
tures  of  it.  The  only  wonder  is, 
how  we  find,  under  the  name  of  a 
poet  of  Provence,  tranfadlions  to 
be  met  with  every  where,  though 
attended  by  various  circumftances ; 
tranfaflions  that  are  attributed  to 
a  Caftellan  de  Couci  and  a  lady 
Fayel,  who  is  known  under  the 
name  of  Gabrielle  4c  Vergy,  or 
rauher  le  Vergies,  and  died  in 
1250.  A  queftion arifes,  to  which 
of  thefe  two  does  the  tranfa&ion 
properly  belong,  whether  to  de 
Couci  or  to  Cabeftaing? 

For,  coming  at  the  folution,  we 
have  only  to  try  the  credibility  of 
the  witneffes  that  declare  for  or*ie 
or  the  other  of  thefe  two  opini¬ 
ons.  The  teftimonies  of  the  mo¬ 
derns  are  not  to  be  admitted,  fince 
they  have  all  copied  one  another, 
and  all  follow  Fauchet,  p.  124,  to 
whom  they  refer.  Fauchet  is  then 
the  only  one  whom  we  may  cite. 
And  he  relates  the  ftory  on  the 
authority  of  a  chronicle,  which  in 
his  time,  as  he  fays,  might  be 
about  two  hundred  years  old,  un¬ 
der  the  name  of  a  Caftellan  de 
Couci,  whom  he  calls  Regnault, 


and  the  lady  Fayel.  We  mult 
firft,  however,  obferve,  that,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Duchefne,  there  was 
no  one  of  the  name  of  Regnault 
among  the  lords  of  Couci ;  there¬ 
fore  the  name  of  the  principal  cha¬ 
racter  may  in  fome  meafure  raife 
our  diffidence.  However,  as  it 
might  eafily  happen  that  the  Chro¬ 
nicle  Writer,  from  the  want  of  ac¬ 
curate  accounts,  finding  in  an  old 
manufcript  only  the  initial  letters, 
took  this  for  the  initial  of  Reg¬ 
nault  ;  as  it  may  likewife  be  that 
there  was  a  perfon  of  this  name  : 
then  this  poffible  miftake  alone 
proves  nothing,  and,  if  we  chufe 
to  read  Raoul,  it  muft  of  courfe 
be  Raoul  who  died  at  the  fiege  of 
Acron  in  1171.  The  Chronicle 
then,  as  Fauchet  fuppofes,  was  not 
compiled  till  two  hundred  years 
after  the  event,  that  is,  about 
1371.  Muft  not  fo  long  an  inter¬ 
val  weaken  the  authority  of  the 
evidence  ?  True,  it  appeals  to 
one  more  antient;  but  as  the  time 
when  this  was  wrote  is  not  known, 
nothing  certain  can  be  concluded 
from  it. 

It  is  alfo  true,  that  Froiflart 
mentions  in  his  manuferpt  poetry r 
La  chatelaine  de  Vergi 
Et  ie  chatellain  de  Couci. 

FrohTart  flouriffied  about  1400, 
and  his  teftimony  is  perhaps  the 
oldeft  that  can  be  cited  in  favour 
of  the  opinion  which  attributes  the 
tranfaCtion  to  the  Caftellan  de  Cou¬ 
ci.  To  his  account  we  may  add 
that  of  two  others  of  the  fame 
century  :  the  one  of  Chriftina  de 
Pifan,  who  was  alive  in  1411  ; 
the  other  of  the  Chevalier  de  la 
Tour,  who  appears  to  have  writ¬ 
ten  about  1371  ;  but  both  of 
them  fpeak  fo  infinitely  of  de  Cou¬ 
ci 's  amour^  that  nothing  can  thence 
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be  drawn  in  fupport  of  the  opinj- 
on  we  are  now  examining.  Upon 
the  whole,  we  fee  that  the  hiftory 
of  Raoul  de  Couci  amounts  no 
higher  than  towards  the  end  of  the 
fourteenth  century.  Let  us  pro¬ 
ceed  to  the  evidence  in  behalf  of 
Cabeftaing. 

It  is  a  known  £a&  that  this  poet 
died  about  1181,  in  the  reign  of 
Alfonfus ;  for  Raymund^de  Mira- 
yal,  who  flourilhed  towards  the 
clofe  of  the  twelth  century,  fpeaks 
of  Cabeftaing's  death  as  an  event 
that  had  happened  fome  few  years 
ago.  ((  I  have  received  an  ac¬ 
count,”  fays  he,  iS  that  is  fhocking 
to  hear ;  of  a  knight  who  ufed  to  be 
minftrel  to  the  wife  of  the  lord  of 
Caftelnou  ;  the  hufband,  who  did 
not  approve  of  it,  came  unawares 
upon  him  ;  and  cut  off  his  head.” 

The  biographer  calls  the  man 
Rouffillon,  and  Miraval  calls  him 
Callelnou  or  Chauteau-neuf,  as 
William  might  be  lord  of  two 
places ;  and  there  actually  is  a 
Chateau. neuf  in  Provence.  What 
the  poet  here  fays,  can  be  under¬ 
stood  of  no  one  elfe  than  Cabef¬ 
taing  i  the  death  of  the  chevalier 
and  the  rank  of  the  hufband  are 
circumflances  which  fuit  almofl 
only  to  h'im.  Befides  thefe  tefti- 
monies,  we  have  likewife  that  of 
three  manufeript  biographies,  the 
mod  modern  whereof  mull  be  of 
the  commencement  of  the  four¬ 
teenth  century  ;  to  judge  from  the 
language,  one  of  them  muft  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  a  time  previous  to  1 250  ; 
confequently  all  of  them  are  older 
than  the  teftimonies  alleged  in  be¬ 
half  of  the  other  opinion. 

We  may  ftill  add  that  of  Boc¬ 
caccio,  who,  at  latelf,  wrote  in 
the  middle  of  the  fourteenth  cen¬ 
tury,  for  he  died  1375";  as  well 


as  that  of  Matfres-Ermengaud  de 
Beziers,  in  Breviari  d’amour,  be¬ 
fore  the  end  of  the  thirteenth  cen¬ 
tury.  All  this  now  leads  to  the 
conclufion,  that  if  one  of  thefe  do¬ 
ries  be  modelled  upon  the  other, 
certainly  that  of  de  Couci  mull  be 
it. 

After  all,  it  may  well  be  that, 
both  of  them  are  true ;  fince,  fu 
milar  as  they  may  be  in  feveral 
particulars,  yet  they  differ  in  a 
material  point.  For  here  is  a  fu¬ 
rious  hufband,  who  affaffinates  the 
lover  of  his  wife,  and  tears  out  his 
heart ;  in  the  other  cafe,  it  is  a 
tender  lover,  who,  being  at  the 
point  of  death,  orders  his  heart  to 
be  delivered  to  his  lady,  as  the  laft 
pledge  of  the  love  which  he  carries 
with  him  to  the  grave. 


The  Eftahljhment  of  the  Infuijition, 

( From  Home's  Hifterj  of  the  Belgian 
Republic.) 

NO  fooner  did  Philip  the  Se¬ 
cond  behold  himfelf  fecurely  efta- 
blifhed  in  the  poffeflion  of  his  he¬ 
reditary  kingdoms,  by  the  peace 
of  Chateau  Cambrefis,  than  he 
wholly  applied  his  mind  to  the 
purfuit  of  his  favourite  fcheme,  ofv 
regenerating  the  church  eltablifh- 
ment,  and  thus  realized  the  appre- 
henfions  of  his  Belgian  fubjedts. 

Thofe  edicts,  which  his  father 
had  promulgated  againfl  heretics, 
were  now  put  in  force  with  the 
utmofl  rigour  ;  and  iniquitous  tri¬ 
bunals,  which  poffeffed  all  the  ef- 
fential  attributes  of  an  inquifition, 
except  her  name,  guaranteed  the 
execution  of  thefe  fanguinary  de¬ 
crees.  But  he  conceived,  that  he 
only  partially  acconjplifhed  his  pur-- 
pofe,  as  long  as  the  Spanifh  inqui- 
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fttion  was  not  introduced  into  thefe 
kingdoms  in  her  genuine  form — a 
fcheme,  which  had  already  mif- 
carried,  during  the  reign  of  his 
father. 

The  Spanifh  inquifition  is  an  in- 
flitution  of  a  peculiar  call  and  order, 
of  which  we  find  no  archetype  in 
the  revolution  of  former  ages,  and 
which  cannot  be  compared  with 
any  fpiritual  or  temporal  jurifdic- 
tion  whatfoever.  At  all  times  there 
have  been  inquisitions,  whenever 
reafon,  with  unhallowed  feet,  in¬ 
vaded  the  fandfuary  of  religion, 
wherefoever  a  fpirit  of  fcepticifm 
and  innovation  prevailed  :  but  it 
was  firft  towards  the  middle  of  the 
thirteenth  century,  after  fomefymp- 
toms  of  apoftacy  had  alarmed  the 
jealoufy  of  a  vigilant  hierarchy, 
that  Innocent  the  Third  erecled  a 
fpecial  tribunal  to  try  religious 
caufes,  and  thus  difmembered,  in  an 
arbitrary  manner,  the  ghofily  in- 
ftruftionand  difcipline  of  the  clergy, 
from  their  judicial  and  inquifitorial 
capacity.  In  order  to  reft  affured, 
that  the  gentle  voice  of  nature, 
and  the  tender  fentirnents  of  hu¬ 
manity,  would  not  relax  or  miti¬ 
gate  the  ftern  feveiity  of  its  fan- 
guinary  ed lifts,  he  excluded  the 
bifhops  and  the  fecular  clergy  from 
a  fhare  in  this  tribunal,  who  were 
too  much  attached  to  the  caufe  of 
humanity,  by  the  bonds  of  civil 
life ;  and  placed  it  wholly  in  the 
hands  of  monks,  a  mif-begotten 
race  of  mortals,  who  had  renounced 
all  the  gentle  affe&ions  of  nature, 
and  had  proftituted  their  fervices 
to  the  Roman  See.  Germany,  Italy, 
Spain,  Portugal,  and  France,  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  fupremacy  of  this 
tribunal.  A  monk,  of  the  order  of 
St.  Francis,  aftifted  at  that  tre¬ 
mendous  court  of  enquiry,  which 


fulminated  the  dreadful  fen tznce 
againft  the  knights  templars ;  at 
few  ftates  only  were  excepted  from 
its  jurifdiffion,  or  fucceeded  in 
placing  it  under  the  controul  of  the 
civil  powers.  Previous  to  the  reign 
of  Charles  the  Fifth,  the  Nether¬ 
lands  had  enjoyed  an  exemption 
from  this  dreadful  plague ;  their 
bifhops  exercifed  the  ghoftly  dif- 
cipline  of  the  church ;  and,  in  ex¬ 
traordinary  cafes,  ,  they  had  re- 
courfe  to  foreign  tribunals :  the 
French  provinces  made  their  ap¬ 
peals  to  Paris,  and  the  German  dif- 
trifts,  to  Cologne. 

But  the  inquifition,  of  which  we 
are  now  fpeaking,  being  engendered 
in  the  Weft  of  Europe,  was  diffi- 
milar  in  its  origin,  and  of  quite 
another  fhape  and  complexion.  In 
Grenada,  the  laft  imperial  throne 
of  the  Moors,  had  been  over¬ 
whelmed  with  a  tremendous  con- 
cuflion,  and  the  fortunes  of  Chrifti- 
anity  prevailed  over  the  idolatrous 
worfhip  of  the  Saracens.  But, 
during  the  infancy  of  this  primitive 
Chriftian  monarchy,  the  doiftrines 
of  Chriftianity  were  hitherto  but 
imperfe&ly  eftablifhed,  and,  amidfl 
the  impure  aflfociation  of  hetero¬ 
genous  laws  and  cuftoms,  the  reli¬ 
gions  had  not  been  feparated  nor 
fublimated.  The  flaming  fword  of 
perfecution  had,  indeed,  expatri¬ 
ated  many  thoufands  of  families, 
and  driven  them  to  the  African 
fhores ;  but  a  far  greater  number, 
rather  than  endure  an  eternal  ab- 
fence  from  the  land  of  their  na¬ 
tivity,  redeemed  themfelves  from 
this'  cruel  hardfhip,  by  the  farce 
of  a  diflembled  converfion,  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  offer  up  oblations  to 
Mahomet  and  Mofes  on  Chriftian 
altars.  As  long  as  the  votaries  of 
religion  turned  their  faces  towards 

Mecca* 
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Mecca,  the  kingdom  of  Grenada 
was  not  fubdued ;  as  long  as  the 
new  Chriflian  profelyte  continued 
to  be  a  Turk,  or  a  Muffulman, 
within  the  fanduarv  of  his  own 
houfehold,  his  fidelity  to  the 
throne,  and  to  the  Roman  See,  was 
equally  precarious.  It  was  no  fub- 
ffantial  reformation  to  have  forced 
upon  this  refractory  people  the 
external  forms  of  a  new  perfuafion, 
or  to  have  attached  themfelves  to 
the  new  church,  by  the  weak  ap¬ 
pendages  of  outward  ceremonials : 
it  became  expedient,  to  eradicate 
the  principles  of  the  ancient  reli¬ 
gion,  and  to  overcome  thofe  in¬ 
veterate  prejudices,  which,  by  the 
How  progreflive  operation  of  many 
ages,  had  been  clofely  interwoven 
with  their  manners,  their  language, 
and  their  Jaws,  and  had  remained 
in  force  and  energy,  by  the  fecret 
influences  of  their  foil  and  atmof- 
phere.  If  the  church  were  defirous 
to  gain  a  fignal  triumph  over  infi¬ 
delity,  and  to  fecure  her  new  ac- 
cjuifltions  from  apoftacy,  by  an  un¬ 
alienable  tenure,  fhe  had  no  other 
jecourfe  than  to  undermine  thofe 
fundamental  pillars  upon  which  the 
ancient  faith  was  eftablifhed,  and 
to  deface  the  whole  form  of  that 
moral  character  to  which  it  clofely 
adhered  :  it  was  requilitc  to  enu¬ 
cleate  its  radical  involutions  from 
the  innioft  recedes  and  winding 
labyrinth  of  the  foul,  to  expunge 
every  trace  and  lineament  thereof 
from  the  fphere  of  civil  and  do- 
meftic  life,  to  banifh  from  the  mind 
the  images  of  memory,  nay,  if  pof- 
lible,  to  deftroy  the  fenfitive  fa¬ 
culty  of  receiving  imprefllons.  Our 
country,  our  family,  our  confcience, 
and  our  honour,  the  facred  affec¬ 
tions  of  nature  and  of  fociety,  are 
always  the  primitive  and  original 

Vo*.  XLIX.  or  Vol,  VII,  N 


flock  on  which  religions  are  en¬ 
grafted,  from  which  they  derive, 
and  to  which  they  communicate 
energy.  This  union  was  now  to 
be  diiTolved  ;  the  ancient  religion 
was  to  be  torn  afunder  from  the 
facred  attentions  of  nature,  although 
this  violent  operation  fhould  prove 
fatal  to  thofe  holy  fentiments.  Thus 
that  inquifition  was  reared,  which, 
in  order  to  diftlnguifh  it  from  the 
more  humane  tribunals,  that  bear 
the  fame  title,  we  have  denomi¬ 
nated  the  Spanifli  inquifition. 

The  founder  of  this  inftitution 
was  the  Cardinal  Ximenes.  Tor- 
quemada,  a  dominican  friar,  opened 
her  dreadful  feffions  with  great  fo- 
lemnity,  promulgated  her  ftatutes, 
and  bequeathed  to  his  whole  order 
the  everlafling  malediction  of  hu¬ 
man  kind.  The  tremendous  en¬ 
gine  of  defpotifm  and  hierarchy, 
foon  became  the  powerful  inflru- 
ment  of  avarice.  The  enormous 
fums,  that  flowed  into  the  royal 
exchequer  from  the  confifcated  do¬ 
mains,  were  a  too  mighty  temp¬ 
tation  to  Ferdinand.  The  inqui¬ 
fition  furnifhed  him  with  a  key  to 
the  coffers  of  all  his  fubje&s,  in 
like  manner  as  it  was  the  organ  of 
his  power,  and  the  indiffoluble 
bond,  whereby  the  great  and  the 
powerful  were  enchained  to  the 
throne  of  majefly.  This  tribunal 
was  reared  upon  ^everlafling  foun¬ 
dations,  becaufe  it  was  f attained  by 
the  irrefiftible  energies  of  thofe  two 
leading  paflions  that  are  predomi¬ 
nant  in  our  nature. 

The  grand  objeefl,  which  this 
inftitution  propofed  to  accomplifh, 
was  to  bring  reafon  under  the 
thraldom  of  a  fuperftitious  faith, 
and  to  deflroy  the  freedom  of  the 
mind  by  a  dull  uniformity ;  the 
mighty  engines  which  fhe  employed 
w  Series,  *  C  c  were 
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were  terror  and  difmay.  She  ex¬ 
plored  the  inmofl  receiTes  of  the 
thoughts,  and  her  jurifdi&ion  ex¬ 
tended  over  the  invifible  empire  of 
the  mindi  All  the  paffions  were 
enlided  under  her  banners.  Friend- 
Slip,  conjugal  love,  and  all  the  fa¬ 
cred  affections  of  nature,  were 
rendered  fubfervient  to  her  pur- 
pofes t  her  Glares  lurked  in  the  cup 
©f  pleafure,  and  embittered  all  the 
comforts  of  focial  life.  There, 
where  fhe  could  not  introduce  her 
emiffaries,  (he  held  the  confcience 
in  fubje&ion  by  terror ;  a  fecret 
prefentiment  of  her  omni prefence 
fettered  the  freedom  of  the  will,, 
even  in  the  winding  labyrinth  of 
the  foul.  All  the  fentiments  of 
humanity  were  over-awed,  and 
fubjeCt  to  the  controul  of  an  ar¬ 
bitrary  creed1 ;  an  heretic  could  no 
longer  make  any  appeal  to  the 
equitable  tribunal  of  his  own  fpe- 
eies :  on  the  lead  fymptom  of  in¬ 
fidelity,  all  thofe  facred  bonds, 
whereby  he  was  attached  to  huma¬ 
nity,  were  fudddenly  fnapt  afunder. 
That  vrholefome  andindincdive  hor¬ 
ror,  with  which  the  Author  of  our 
being  has  wifely  armed  us  againft 
crimes  of  the  blacked  dye,  was  now 
facrilegiouily  converted,  by  the 
prieftcraft,  to  their  own  bafe  pur- 
pofes ;  a  moded  fcruple,  concern¬ 
ing  the  infallibility  of  the  pope, 
was  liable  to  as  fevere  animadver- 
hon  as  the  mod  enormous  crimes, 
fuch  as  parricide  and  fodomy.  No 
dediny  whatsoever  could  remove 
their  vidims  beyond  the  reach  of 
their  perfection  i  they  wreaked 
their  vengeance' upon  the  dead,  and 
upon  pictures;  nay,  even  the  grave 
xtfelf  did  not  afford  any  afylum 
from  the  arm  of  the  inquisition  ; 
and  the  guilt  of  the  fathers  was 


vifited  upon  their  defendants* 
through  many  generations* 

The  impiety  of  the  judgments 
that  were  uttered,  was  only  fur- 
pa  fled  by  the  fa v age  barbarity  with 
which  they  were  carried  into  ex¬ 
ecution.  This  tribunal  appals  the 
fenfes,  by  a  drange  affemblage  of 
new  and  infernal  horrors,  derived 
from  thofe  hideous  phantoms  that 
dwell  in  a  didempereri  and  puerile 
imagination,  and  aggravates  the 
difmay  of  the  prefen t  momenr, 
with  all  the  fantadic  imagery  of 
the  world  to  come.  By  affociating 
the  ridiculous  along  with  the  ter¬ 
rible,  and  by  amufing  the  eye  with 
the  curious  pageantry  of  the  pro- 
ceflion,  it  diminiflies  the  effeCt  of 
pity,  by  the  powerful  ft  i  mu  I  us  of 
an  oppofite  affeCtion.  Sympathy 
is  drowned  in  derifion  and  contempts 
The  criminal  is  conduced,  in  fo- 
lemndate,  to  the  place  of  execution  % 
a  purple  and  bloody  banner  is  waved 
before  him  ;  the  procefiion  moves 
flowly  onwards,  accompanied  by 
loud  peals  from  all  the  bells :  the 
prieds,  arrayed  in  their  robes  of 
office,  advance  foremod,  and  chauni 
a  facred  anthem. 

Next  follows  the  unjaappy  vie* 
tim,  gorgeoudy  apparelled  in  yel¬ 
low  robes,  on  which  black  and  di¬ 
abolical  figures  are  painted.  On 
his  head,  he  bears  a  paper  cap,  to 
which  is  tagged  the  figure  of  a 
man  :  livid  flames  of  fire  roll  about 
the  phantom :  hideous  daemons  hover 
over  its  head.  The  image  of  his 
crucified  Redeemer  is  carried  re- 
verfed  before  the  fon  of  everlading 
perdition ;  the  glorious  work  of 
redemption  is  become  fuperfluous 
to  him.  His  mortal  body  is  con- 
figned  to  the  fire,  and  his  immortal 
foul  to  the  flames  of  hell.  His 
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inouth  is  gagged  with  a  bandage, 
which  precludes  the  poffibility  of 
a  (Triaging  his  anguifh  by  plaintive 
moans,  of  exciting  the  flumbering 
Voice  of  companion  by  his  doleful 
tale,  or  of  divulging  the  fecrets  of 
the  holy  tribunal. 

Next  follow  the  clergy,  clad  in 
feftal  robes,  the  magiftracy,  and 
the  nobility  ;  the  holy  fathers,  who 
fat  in  judgment  upon  him,  bring 
tip  the  rear  of  this  infernal  pro- 
ceffion.  You  would  fuppofe  that 
this  were  fome  corpfe,  they  were 
conducing  to  the  grave ;  but  it  is 
the  living  form  of  a  human  being, 
with  whofe  agonies  they  are  going 
to  feaft  the  eyes  of  the  multitude. 
Thefe  maflacres  are  generally  re- 
ferved  for  high  feftivals,  and  a 
certain  number  of  thefe  wretches 
is  crowded  together  for  this  pur- 
pofe  in  the  dungeons  of  the  holy 
office,  in  order  to  enhance  the 
glory  of  the  fpedlacle  by  the  mul¬ 
titude  of  victims  :  at  fuch  times 
the  monarch  himfelf  is  prefent.  He 
takes  his  feat  on  a  chair,  fomewhat 
lower  than  that  of  the  grand  In- 
quifitor,  to  whom  he  yields  the 
precedence  on  fuch  occafions ;  and 
who  would  not  tremble  in  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  a  tribunal,  by  which  the 
fplendour  of  majefty  is  eclipfed  ! 

That  grand  revolution  in  the 
Churchy  accomplifhed  by  Luther 
and  Calvin,  made  thofecaufes  ope¬ 
rate  again  that  had  given  rife  to  the 
eilablifhment  of  the  Inquifition,  and 
a  tribunal,  that  had  been  formerly 
ereded  in  order  to  regenerate  the 
Kingdom  of  Grenada,  by  the  ex¬ 
pul  fi  on  of  a  fmall  remnant  of  Jews 
and  Saracens,  was  now  become  ab- 
folutely  neceffary  for  the  welfare 
©f  the  whole  catholic  chriftendomu 
All  the  inquifitions  in  Portugal, 
in  Italy.,  Germany,  and  France, 


a  (Turned  the  form  of  the  Spanifh. 
tribunal — -it  followed  the  Euro¬ 
peans  into  India,  and  at  Goa  a 
mod  iniquitous  court  was  efla- 
blilhed,  a  bare  recital  of  whofe 
proceedings  is  fufficient  to  petrify 
us  with  horror.  In  all  thofe  coun¬ 
tries  vifited  by  this  plague,  def¬ 
lation  marked  its  progrefs  ;  but  it 
bath  no  where  committed  fuch 
dreadful  ravages  as  in  Spain. 

Thofe  victims  are  already  forgot¬ 
ten  whom  die  hath  immolated  ;  the 
generations  of  men  are  renewed, 
and  thofe  countries  fiourifli  again, 
that  have  been  ravaged  and  depo¬ 
pulated  by  her  fury  ;  but  many 
ages  will  elapfe,  before  her  veftiges 
are  eradicated  from  the  features  ot 
the  Spanifh  character . — She  has 
arrefted  a  generous  and  enlightened 
nation,  in  its  progrefs  towards  the 
fummit  of  perfection  ;  has  banidied 
genius  from  a  region  where  it  had 
been  hitherto  indigenous ;  and  hath 
diffufed  a  mournful  calm,  and  me¬ 
lancholy  filence,  fuch  as  is  wont  to 
refide  on  the  tomb-ftones  of  de¬ 
parted  fools,  over  the  minds  of  a 
people,  who  were,  beyond  all 
others  of  our  hemifphere,  mecha¬ 
nically  formed  for  joyous  and  de¬ 
lightful  fenfations. 


Anecdote,  of  Charlemagne . 

( From  Card' &  Reign  of  Charles 
magne.J 

I  SHALL  not  impofe  fo  far  upon 
the  patience  of  the  reader,  as  to 
enter  into  the  burthenfome  talk  of 
relating  theconneCHons  which  Char¬ 
lemagne  maintained  with  the  eaft- 
ern  empire,  as  they  have  been  eo- 
pioully  detailed  by  other  pens. 

Nor 
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Nor  {ball  I  attempt  at  this  diftance 
of  time  to  fettle  the  degree  of 
truth  that  fhould  be  given  to  the 
report  of  his  afpiring,  under  the 
malk  of  friendlhip,  to  the  hand  of 
the  emprefs  Irene  in  the  tv/ o  era- 
bailies  he  fent  to  Conftantinople. 
The  ambitious  charader  of  the 

french  monarch  may  have  jufti- 
ed  the  fufpicions  *  of  her  fubjedts 
in  that  particular]  fince  little 
doubt  can  be  entertained,  had  (he 
been  willing  to  have  efpoufed  him, 
be  would  have  fuffered  no  obftaclcs 
to  impede  his  way,  in  the  accom- 
pliihment  of  apian  fo  truly  grand 
and  alluring,  as  that  of  uniting  the 
empires  of  the  eaft  and  weft  under 
the  fame  fceptre.  Bur  if  fuch  were 
his  views  and  wifhes,  all  hopes  of 
realizing  them  were  extinguifhed 
in  the  fecond  embaffy.  Irene  was 
burled  from  her  throne  by  a  do¬ 
med  ic  fa&ion,  and  his  envoy, 
Hetton,  juft  arrived  in  time  to 
witnefs  Nicephorus,  the  head  of 
the  confpiracy,  afcend  the  vacant 
feat  of  fovereignty.  In  the  con- 
fufton  of  that  moment,  the  na¬ 
tional  impulfe  of  hatred  to  the 
French  ambaffador  was  fuffered  to 
ihew  itlelf  with  impunity.  He 
received  almoft  every  fpecies  of 
outrage  from  the  multitude,  info- 
much,  that  it  was  his  prayer, 
rather  than  his  hope,  that  he  fnould 
ever  again  reviftt  his  country. 
The  moment,  however,  when  his 
life  and  liberty  were  once  more  in 
his  own  hands,  he  repaired  to 
Charlemagne ;  yet  his  fpeed  was 
not  fo  great,  but  that  Nicephorus 
contrived  his  embaffy  ftiould  appear 
.fir  ft  before  Charlemagne,  the  chief 

*  It  was  not  affuredly  without  foundation 
fait  Francorum  potentia. 


object  of  which  was,  to  ob  via  ft 
the  dreadful  effects  of  the  empe* 
ror’s  rage  for  the  violence  offered 
to  the  perfon  of  his  reprefentative. 

Its  reception  was  fo  curious, 
and  paints  likewife  fo  ftrongly  the 
manners  and  ufages  of  the  times, 
that  it  will  juftify,  perhaps,  a  cir- 
cumftantial  defeription.  Accord- 
ing  to  our  guide  a  monk  of  the 
abbey  of  St.  Gall,  the  authenticity 
of  whofe  pen  has  been  fometimes, 
and  not  undefer vedly  impeached,, 
by  his  propenfity  to  anecdote  of  a 
marvellous  caft,  the  ambafladors  of 
Nicephorus,  after  a  journey  of 
peril  and  tediouinefs,  arrived  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  Sala,  where  ^ 
Charlemagne  had  then  fixed  his 
camp.  In  his  palace  of  Seitz,  in 
in  Alface,  they  were  fucceffiyely 
led  through  four  hails  of  audience, 
each  fur  palling  the  other  in  fplendid 
decorations ;  in  the  firft,  which 
was  confecrated  to  military  pomp, 
a  crowd  of  warriors  and  officers 
appeared,  whofe  drefs  and  arms 
ornamented  with  coftly  gems,  in- 
fpired  their  deepeft  reverence.  One 
of  them  was  feated  upon  a  throne, 
to  him  they  prepared  to  make  their 
genuflexious  j  to  their  furprife, 
however,  they  learnt  that  he  was 
only  a  domeffic,  the  conftable  of 
the  emperor.  In  the  fecond  hall, 
another  perfonage  met  their  eye, 
furrounded  with  all  the  pomp  of 
royalty  :  to  him  likewife  they 
were  ready  to  fall  proftrate,  had 
they  not  been  flopped  by  the  in¬ 
telligence  that  he  was  no  more 
than  the  count  of  the  palace,  who 
adminiftered  juftice  in  the  name  of 
the  emperor.  In  the  third  and 

that  Egmhard  faid,  Semper  Gr*cis  fuf- 

fourtia 
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fourth  halls  they  were  equally  de¬ 
ceived  by  the  high  fteward  *  and 
great  chamberlain,  appearing  with 
the  like  forms  and  ceremonies  of 
oftentatious  grandeur :  and  if  we 
may  believe  our  hiftorian,  they 
were  politely  admonifhedby  blows  f 
in  each  hall,  to  referve  their  homage 
for  the  emperor. 

Having  thus  artfully  worked  up 
their  impatience  and  curiofity  to 
the  higheft  pitch,  the  doors  of  the 
prefence  chamber  were  at  }aft 
thrown  open,  and  Charlemagne 
flood  before  their  eyes  familiarly 
reclining  on  the  fhoulder  of  the 
biftiop  Hetton  ;  while  to  heighten 
the  flately  magnificence  of  the 
fcene,  he  was  encircled  by  kings 
his  fons,  princeffes  his  daughters, 
by  archbifhops,  bifnops,  dukes  and 
counts,  all  glittering  in  gold  and 
filver.  In  the  firft  moment  of  their 
amazement  and  confufion  to  behold 
the  diftinguiflied  favor  (hewn  to 
Hetton,  the  Greek  ambafmdors 
call  themfelves  at  the  feet  of  the 
emperor  to  implore  his  pardon  for 
the  violation  of  the  laws  of  hofpi - 
tality  and  the  faith  of  treaties  to  his 
reprefentati<ve .  The  emperor  moved 
his  hand  for  them  to  rife  ;  and  then 
in  a  tone  of  mingled  dignity  and 
Aernnefs  thus  addrelfed  them  :  Het¬ 
ton  forgives  you,  and  upon  his 
folicitations,  I  am  willing  to  bury 
the  pail  in  oblivion ;  but  hence¬ 
forth  learn  to  refpeft  the  perfon  of 
a  bifhop,  and  the  eharadler  of  an 
ambaffador. 


Friendjhip  of  Charlemagne  and  Fla- 
run  Al  Rajhid . 

( From  the  famef 


THE  only  potentate  capable 
indeed  of  contefling  the  maftery 
with  Charlemagne,  was  Ha  run, 
the  celebrated  caliph  of  Bagdad 
but  had  he  been  difpofed  to  check 
his  rapacious  ambition,  from  the 
circumftance  alone  of  his  domi¬ 
nions  being  fo  widely  incontiguous 
from  thofe  of  the  emperor,  every 
attempt  muft  have  been  inefFe&ual 
to  crufh  his  formidable  power. 
Between  thefe  two  fovereigns  there 
exifted  however  a  friendfhip,  which 
though  it  led  to  no  important 
changes  in  the  political  relations 
of  either  ftate,  yet  from  the  dif- 
fimilarity  of  their  language,  man¬ 
ners,  and  religion,  is  too  curious 
a  feature  in  the  hiftory  of  thefe 
times  to  be  paffed  over  unnoticed. 

The  caliph  Harun,  furnamcd  AI 
Rafnid  the  juft,  (whofe  adventures 
in  that  mo  ft  popular  work  the 
Arabian  Tales,  have  fo  often 
arnufed  the  young,  and  even  the 
mind  of  many  a  poet,  orator,  and 
ftatefman,  in  their  moments  of 
leifure)  conveyed  to  him  by  his 
ambafladors  feveral  prefen ts  as 
marks  of  his  high  regard.  Thefe 
two  heroes,  the  one  of  the  eaft  and 
the  other  of  the  weft,  whofe  do¬ 
minions  were  placed  at  the  two 
oppofite  ends  of  the  Greek  empire, 
though  ftrangers  to  each  other’s 
perfons,  yet  teftified  a  mutual  de¬ 
fire  of  proclaiming  their  friendfhip 
to  the  world.  Among  the  prefents 
received  by  Charlemagne  from  the 
renowned  Harun,  was  an  elephant, 
and  by  the  care  which  hiftorians 
have  taken  to  preferve  its  name 
(Abula)  this  animal  was  then  an 
object  of  curiofity  in  France,  and 
may,  indeed,  be  confjdered  as  the 


#  Tfts  snagifter  menfte  r£gise,  cannot  otherwife  perhaps  be  more  properly  tranflated, 

t  Cum  coiaphis  gropellerentur,  \ 
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firft  which  that  country  had  feen. 

Another  teftimony  of  the  fincefe 
refped  which  the  caliph  entertained 
for  Charlemagne,  is  manifeft  in 
the  prefent  which  he  made  him  of 
a  tent,  the  materials  of  which 
were  compofed  of  linen  exquifitely 
fine,  and  adorned  with  an  infinite 
variety  of  colours,  and  of  fuch 
furprifing  elevation,  that  we  are 
told  aq  arrow  fliot  from  the ftrongeft 
arm  could  not  reach  its  fummit. 
The  interior  of  the  tent  was  of 
that  magnitude,  that  few  palaces 
could  prefent  a  greater  number  of 
apartments* 

A  piece  of  workmanfhip,  though 
not  fo  coftly  as  the  former,  yet  in 
the  judgment  of  many  perhaps 
equally  curious,  that  was  alfo  fent 
to  him  by  the  fame  royal  donor,, 
was  a  water  clock,  whofe  conftruc- 
tion  has  fince  been  imitated  under 
all  forts  of  forms.  Twelve  gates 
reprefented  the  twelve  hours;  when 
the  hour  was  finking  on  the  clock 
<pne  of  tl  gates  opened  itfelf, 
from  which  proceeded  a  regular 
number  of  fmall  balls,  •  and  thefe 
by  falling  in  time  on  a  brazen 
veffel,  marked  the  hour  by  the. 
rsoife  which  they  then  caufed  ;  thus 
the  eye  perceived  the  hour  by  the 
number  of  opened  gates,  and  the 
ear, by  the  number  of  falling  balls. 
At  the  twelfth  hour  twelve  fmall 
horfcmen  iflued  out  of  each  of 
them  through  one  gate,  and  clofed 
them  all  in  their  courfe  round  the 
dial,  Thefe  Iaft  gifts  were  regarded 
with  aflonifnment  and  admiration 
by  contemporary  writers,  nor  can 
they  appear  frivolous  to  our  more 
enlarged  and  accurate  conceptions 
of  the  powers  of  mechanilm  ;  and 
even  were  it  otherwife  they  are 
ftiil  entitled  to  our  attention,  as 
they  ferve  to  illuftrate  the  {late  of 


the  arts  in  the  days  of  Charle- 
magne. 

We  mull  now  fpeak  of  a  prefent, 
which  if  it  can  be  fubftantiated  by 
the  clear  and  pofkive  voice  of  hif- 
toric  truth,  will  afford  a  mofl* 
flriking  proof  of  the  boundlefs 
liberality  of  the  caliplffs  temper, 
and  muft  defervedly  have  been  the 
theme  of  Chriftian  applaufe.  The 
holy  city  of  Jerufalem,  with  thofe 
celebrated  countries  Phoenicia  and 
Paleftine,  acknowledged  Harun  for 
their  fovereign.  The  patriarch  of 
Jerufalem,  apprized  of  the  ties  of 
friendihip  that  fubfifled  between 
him  and  Charlemagne,  had  dis¬ 
patched.  a  monk  named  Zachary 
into  France,  to  implore  the  pro- 
tedion  of  this  great  prince  for  the 
churches  of  the  eail j  and  to  in- 
fure  the  fuccefs  of  this  million,  the 
monk  prefenied  him  with  a  piece 
of  the  true  crofs.  The  piety  and 
gratitude  of  the  emperor  for  this 
precious  gift  was  apparent  in  fend¬ 
ing  an  ecclefiaflic  with  this  deputy 
of  the  patriarchs  as  far  as  jeru¬ 
falem,  in  order  that  he  might  re¬ 
port  to  him  the  real  ft  ate  of  the 
Chriflians  of  that  country,  and 
thus  enable  him  to  render  them 
fome  effectual  fervice. 

No  fooner  was  the  caliph  in- 
flruded  of  the  deep  intereft  which 
his  ally  felt  in  this  affair,  than  he 
took  a  generous  pleafure,  fay  the 
hiflorians  of  the  day,  in  prevent¬ 
ing  his  intreaties,  and  furpaffing 
his  hopes.  He  mull,  indeed,  have 
exceeded  the  moft  fanguine  expec¬ 
tation  of  the  Frank,  if  it  be  true 
that  he  invefled  him  with  the 
fovereignty  of  Jerufalem,  and  all 
its  dependencies,  and  refer ved  for 
himfelf  only  the  barren  title  of  his 
lieutenant ;  but  princes  are  in  ge¬ 
neral,  moft  unfortunately  for  man- 
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land,  lefs  ambitious  of  praife  than 
of  power,  and  few  of  them  can  be 
accufed  of  lavishing  their  dorai* 
oions  upon  other  fovereigns,  with¬ 
out  being  compelled  by  the  flrong 
arm  of  neceifi  ty,  or  prompted  by 
feme  great  and  immediate  ad  van, 
iage  to  themfelves,  or  their  def- 
cendants,  An  interchange  of  kind 
offices  certainly  fub filled  between 
the  mailers  of  the  eail  and  the  well, 
but  it  would  be  no  fmall  deviation 
from  probability  and  truth  to 
affert,  on  the  llender  body  of  hif- 
torical  evidence,  that  is  Hill  ex¬ 
tant  upon  this  fubjed,  that  Harun 
gave  the  chriftian  dog  *  fo  fubflan- 
tial  a  mark  of  his  refped  and  ve¬ 
neration  ;  although  we  may  venture 
Co  believe  that  he  permitted  him 
to  exercife  an  uncontrolled  autho¬ 
rity  at  Jerufalem  in  all  which  con¬ 
cerned  the  monuments  of  his  faith, 
and  in  that  refpedl  might  profefs 
hirnfelf  only  as  his  lieutenant  and 
the  executor  of  his  orders ;  fmce 
Zachary  on  his  return,  in  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  the  Perlian  ambaffadors, 
laid  at  the  feet  of  his  mailer  the 
keys  of  the  holy  lepulchre  and  of 
Calvary,  and  the  flandard  of  the 
city  of  Jerufalem. 


State  of  Manners  in  the  Times  of 
Charlemagne . 

(From  the  fame») 

THE  manners  and  cuftoms  of  a 
people,  whether  in  a  barbarous  or 
rehned  age,  as  they  materially  tend 
to  depict  the  true  genius  and  cha- 
rader  of  the  government  under 
whatever  form  it  exifts,  cannot 
therefore  be  contemplated  with  in¬ 


difference  by  a  philofophic  eye* 
We  fhall  colled  then,  under  the 
following  chapter,  thofe  ifolated 
fads,  which,  although  conneded 
with  fome  of  the  preceding  articles 
could  not,  however,  be  incorpo¬ 
rated  in  them,  without  disordering 
the  plan  of  our  undertaking. 

By  the  capitularia  of  Charle¬ 
magne,  we  find  that  his  fubje&s 
continued  to  follow  the  ancient 
Crermanic  cuflom  of  reckoning  the 
time  by  nights  and  not  by  days, 
A  decilive  inference  may  be  drawn 
of  the  uncivilized  Hate  of  manners 
among  the  very  higheft  orders  of 
the  people,  from  this  mode  of  par¬ 
doning  an  injury*  When  Pepin 
tendered  his  friendfliip  to  St, 
Sturme,  he  threw  down  on  the 
ground,  for  a  pledge,  a  thread  of 
his  cloak,  and  this  lign,  then  uni- 
verfally  underftood,  announced  that 
their  ancient  enmity  was  for  ever 
extinguilhed.  The  pradice  was 
extremely  prevalent  among  the 
nobles,  during  this  reign,  of  bring-, 
ing  up  their  children  in  the  paTace 
of  the  king,  and  of  attaching 
them  to  his  fervice,  in  the  hopes 
of  their  quickly  obtaining  fome 
lucrative  and  honourable  employ¬ 
ment* 

Several  capitularia  of  Charle¬ 
magne  inform  us,  that  the  Franks 
never  laid  ailde  their  arms,  except 
when  they  entered  the  church.  The 
regular  troops  were  raifed  by  the 
dukes,  or,  as  they  are  occafionally 
ilyled,  the  governors  of  provinces. 
The  counts  commanded  under 
them,  and  affembled  thefe  troops 
in  their  refpedive  cantons  •>  the 
manors,  county  towns,  and  vil¬ 
lages,  furnilhed  a  number  of  fol„ 
diers  proportionate  to  their  ftrengt^ 


*  The  n^me  with  which,  he  yfually  honors  them  in  their  public  correfpondence. 
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and  population.  Twelve  farms 
provided  a  horfeman,  armed  with 
a  helmet  and  cuirafs  ;  the  oblong 
fhield,  the  battle  ax,  the  javelin 
and  the  fword,  were  the  weapons 
employed  by- all  in  asftion  ;  every 
man  who  ufed  arrows  was  obliged 
to  have  at  lead  twelve  in  his 
quiver;  the  province  from  whence 
the  militia  was  drawn  engaged  to 
lurnifh  it  with  corn,  and  the  ne- 
ceffary  pro vinons  for  fix  months; 
the  king  took  upon  himfelf  to 
fupply  it  during  the  remainder  of 
the  campaign.  A  review  of  the 
whole  forces  was  appointed  on  the 
fir  ft  of  March  or  May,  and,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  law  or  Charlemagne 
every  freeman  was  compelled  in 
perfon  to  meet  the  enemy,  if  he 
polfeffed  five  manfi,  or  6 o  acres 
of  land  in  property;  and,  upon  his 
refufing  to  attend  the  fummons, 
he  was  liable  to  a  fine  of  60 
crowns. 

No  fooner  was  an  expedition 
concluded  for  the  autumn  orfpring, 
than  each  count  announced  to  thofe 
in  his  di  ft  rich,  who  belonged  to 
the  military  fervice,  the  place  of 
rendezvous  for  the  next  year;  this, 
in  the  phrafe  of  the  times,  was 
called  the  convocation  of  the  ban. 
The  frontier  was  likewife  named, 
to  which  each  divifion  of  the  troops 
brought  provision  for  three  months, 
when  they  again  affc rubied.  This 
frontier,  ftyled  March  in  the  lan¬ 
guage  then  ufed,  was  the  Rhine, 
for  thofe  who,  let  tied  in  Gaul, 
were  called  upon  to  ferve  from  the 
borders  of  the  Loire  to  the  left 
bank  of  the  Rhine.  It  was  the 
Loire  for  thofe  who,  corning  from 
Germany,  were  deftined  to  a£V be¬ 
yond  that  river.  If  the  expedition 
menaced  Spain,  they  repaired  to 
fhe  Pyrenees  and  to  the  Elbe.  If 


their  operations  were  to  be  carried 
on  againft  the  Danes,  each  diftrid 
was  obliged  to  furnifh  its  own 
carriages,  to  tranfport  their  provi- 
fions ;  and  upon  tbefe  carriages 
were  placed  all  the  neceffary  im¬ 
plements  to  form  a  camp,  to  build 
a  fort,  and  to  undertake  a  fiege, 
Averfc  from  flow  and  dilatory 
movements,  Charlemagne  may  be 
regarded  as  the  firft  fovereign  in 
Germany  who  had  recourfe  to  the 
navigation  of  rivers  to  facilitate 
and  expedite  thefe  different  trans¬ 
ports. 

The  count  of  that  territory 
through  which  the  troops  were 
deftined  to  march,  received  timely 
intelligence  of  their  departure,  in 
order  that  the  bridges,  boars,  and 
roads  might  be  placed  in  a  proper 
ftate  for  their  accommodation.  In 
each  diftrifl  two  thirds  of  the  car¬ 
riages  were  put  in  requifition  for 
the  horfes  which  accompanied  the 
army  ;  and  as  charts,  topogra- 
phical  defcriptions,  and  thofe  other 
inventions  of  a  modern  age,  which 
enable  a  general  to  acquire  a  fami¬ 
liar  acquaintance  with  the  country 
he  fixes  upon  for  the  theatre  of  his 
operations  were  wanting  to  Charle¬ 
magne,  to  fupply  the  ufe  of  them 
he  deemed  it  no  way  derogatory  to 
his  rank,  or  rather  an  effential  part 
of  his  duty  as  a  commander,  to 
coiled;  himfelf  every  verbal  in¬ 
formation  refpedfing  the  country 
through  which  he  intended  t©  pafs. 

The  machines  of  war,  employed 
by  the  Franks  in  fieges,  were,  for 
the  raoft  part,  fimilar  to  thofe  ufed 
by  the  Romans ;  the  balifta,  the 
tortoife,  and- the  battering  ram» 
Under  the  Merovingian  kings,  the 
great  force  of  tkeir  armies  con¬ 
fided  in  the  infantry,  but  Charle-, 
magne  a,s  much  depended  upon  his 
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Cavalry  for  victory  as  upon  the 
former.  That  his  foldiers  might 
be  animated  to  fight  his  battles, 
more  from  a  fentiment  of  honor 
than  a  principle  of  duty,  he  made 
a  collection  of  military  fongs, 
which  celebrated  the  warlike  ex¬ 
ploits  of  his  predeceffors ;  and 
thefe  they  were  accuftomed  gaily 
to  fing,  whilffc  advancing  againft 
the  foe.  At  a  very  early  age  his 
fubjedts  were  called  take  the 
field,  and  when  his  fon  Louis  had 
only  aceomplifhed  the  thirteenth 
year  of  his  age,  he  folemnly  armed 
him  in  the  caffle  of  Renfoourg  in 
the  prefence  of  the  firil  nobles  of 
the  land.  Which  aft  is,  however, 
chiefly  entitled  to  our  notice,  from 
its  reflecting  fotne  light  upon  the 
origin  of  chivalry  in  France. 

As  this  chapter  is  folely  devoted 
to  the  collection  of  thofe  detached 
facts  or  events,  which  are  remotely 
or  immediately  connected  with  the 
reign  of  Charlemagne,  this  is  the 
mod  prop  r  place  to  introduce  a 
concife  abridgment  of  a  work  pub- 
iifhed  at  Munich,  in  1803,  tinder 
•the  title  of  a  very  ancient  hiftory 
of  the  birth  and  youth  of  that 
monarch.  Its  author,  the  baron 
de  Aretin,  profefies  to  have  found 
an  old  German  manufeript,  in  the 
archives  of  the  abbey  de  Wechent 
Stephan,  near  Frefmgen,  which  he 
conjeCtures  to  have  been  compofed 
in  the  thirteenth  century,  and 
which  feveral  ancient  writers  have 
defcribed  as  an  hiflorical  monu¬ 
ment  highly  meriting  the  notice  of 
the  curious.  It  is  Angular  enough 
that  Eginhard,  the  fecretary  and 
intimate  friend  of  Charlemagne, 
fhould  have  been  unable  to  traufmit 
to  us  any  particulars  refpeCting  his 
place  of  nativity,  and  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  his  juvenile  years, 


are  not,  therefore,  to  be  furprized 
at  the  fruitful  imagination  of  ro« 
mance  writers  attempting  to  fill  up 
the  chafm  of  authentic  evidence, 
which  has  been  left  by  him  and 
other  contemporary  writers. 

According  to  the  above-men* 
tioned  manufeript,  Pepin,  after 
having  been  called  by.  the  public 
voice  to  the  throne  of  France,  de¬ 
clared  his  intention  to  extirpate 
the  paganifm  of  Germany  ;  and  for 
this  exprefs  purpofe  fixed  himfelf 
in  the  centre  of  that  empire,  ia 
the  caflle  of  Wichent  Stephen, 
where  fince  has  been  founded  a 
convent  of  Benedictines.  Soon  after 
the  king  of  a  country,  to  whom 
the  manufeript  gives  the  appella¬ 
tion  of  Brittain  or  Krerlingy  offered 
fered  him  his  daughter  in  marriage  ; 
but  Pepin,  before  he  accepted  hi* 
propofal,  wifhed.  to  have  her  par* 
trait  in  exchange  for  his.  He  was 
enchanted  with  the  reprefentatioa 
of  the  young  princefs,  His 
fteward  and  chief  favourite  to 
whom  he  fhewed  this  picture,  ex- 
preffed  an  earneff:  defire  to  fee  her, 
in  order  to  fatisfy  his  royal  mailer 
reflecting  the  refemblance  of  the 
original  to  the  picture.  Accord¬ 
ingly  he  repaired  to  the  court  of 
king  Kcerling,  where  he  was  well 
received,  and  found  the  beauty  of 
the  princefs  correfponding  to  the 
portrait.  He  likewife  found  that 
her  features  borefome  fimilitude  to 
thofe  of  his  own  daughter ;  and 
upon  this  circumftance  conceived 
a  project,  the  execution  of  which 
feemed  to  be  eafy  from  his  fituation 
at  that  time,  Kcerling  having 
propofed  that  his  daughter  fhould 
be  accompanied  to  the  caffle  of 
Pepin  by  a  fplendid  efcort,  the 
fteward  informed  him  that  dii*. 
mailer  had  ordered  a  certain  num- 
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her  of  his  followers  to  meet  her 
half  way  on  her  journey,  and  that 
he  wiflied  fhe  fhould  then  be  deli¬ 
vered  over  to  them.  The  king 
confented;  and  after  having  em¬ 
braced  her  father,  the  princefs  fet 
off  with  her  attendants.  On  ar¬ 
riving  at  the  appointed  place  of 
meeting,  they  took  their  leave; 
and  inftead  of  Committing  their 
miftrefs  to  the  care  of  Pepin's  fol¬ 
lowers,  they  put  her,  unknowingly, 
into  the  hands  of  the  agents  of  the 
Reward. 

She  was  conducted  by  them  into 
the  moft  retired  part  of  a  foreft, 
where  they  obliged  her  to  ft  rip  off 
her  garments,  and  aft u me  thofe  of 
her  rival,  and  likewife  to  deliver 
up  her  nuptial  ring,  the  prefen t  of 
her  father.  The  fteward  on  part¬ 
ing  with  his  accomplices,  had 
forced  them  to  fwear  they  would 
cut  the  throat  of  the  princefs,  and 
prefen t  him  with  her  tongue,  as  a 
proof  of  having  faithfully  per¬ 
formed  their  commiffion.  The 
villains  dragged  their  captive  into 
the  heart  of  the  foreft,  in  order  to 
difpatch  her  with  the  utmoft  fe- 
crecy  ;  fhe  conjured  their  permiftion 
to  take  with  her  a  little  dog,  and 
a  box  containing  both  gold  and 
Silver  ;  after  fome  hefitation,  they 
yielded  to  her  felicitations,  and  at 
laft  were  fo  worked  upon  by  her 
beauty,  innocence,  and  tears,  as 
to  difregard  the  fatal  orders  which 
they  had  received,  on  the  condi¬ 
tion,  however,  of  her  taking  a 
folemn  oath  never  to  betray  them. 
Anxious  to  create  no  fufpicion  on 
the  part  of  their  employer,  of  hav¬ 
ing  left  the  work  uncomplete,  they 
laid  her  garment  before  him  pierced 
in  feveral  places,  and  fprinkled 
with  the  blood  of  the  dog,  whofe 
tongue  they  had  torn  out.  The 


fteward  was  entirely  deceived  by 
thefe  appearances,  his  daughter  was 
prefented  to  the  king,  and  the 
marriage  confummated.  She  bore 
Pepin  two  fons  according  to  the 
manufeript,  one  of  whom  attained 
the  papacy  under  the  name  of 
Leo.  ILL  and  afterwards  crowned 
Charlemagne  emperor  of  the  weft. 

But  what  in  the  mean  time  was 
the  fate  of  the  unfortunate  prin- 
princefs?  She  wandered  for  fome 
days  in  the  foreft  till  fhe  found 
an  afylum  in  the  houfe  of  a  miller. 
In  this  fttuation,  the  gold  and  ftlk, 
the  only  things  of  which  the  agents 
of  the  fteward  had  not  defpoiled 
her,  furnifhed  materials  for  work, 
which  her  mailer  fold  to  great  ad- 
vantage  at  Augfburg. 

Seven  years  of  her  life  were 
pa  fled  in  this  manner,  when  a  hunt¬ 
ing  match  having  brought  Pepin 
into  the  neighbourhood,  it  hap¬ 
pened  that  he  loft  his  way  during 
the  night,  and  arrived  after  a 
feries  of  adventures  at  the  miller’s 
houfe.  His  foie  attendant  was  his 
phyfician,  who,  likewife,  was  {killed 
in  aftrology,  and  by  that  art,  the 
manufeript  informs  us  difeovered 
that  the  legitimate  fpoufe  of  Pepin 
was  lodged  in  the  miller’s  houfe. 
The  intelligence  was  communicated 
to  Pepin,  who,  by  profefling  him- 
felf  the  friend  of  the  credulous 
miller,  and  likewife  alluring  him 
that  great  deftinies  awaited  one  of 
his  daughters  (for  the  reader  is  to 
learn  that  he  had  two, )  obtained 
his  confent  to  pafs  the  night  with 
the  object  of  his  choice;  but  be¬ 
ing  very  fickle  in  his  pleafures;  he 
wilhed  the  other  daughter  to  lhare 
that  honor  the  next  night ;  to  this 
the  miller  likewife  gave  no  denial. 
We  will  not  abufe  the  patience  of 
our  readers  by  detailing  the  cir- 
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>£umftances  which  enabled  the  phy~ 
fician  to  difcover  that  Bertha,  for 
fo  the  princefs  was  called,  had  not 
yet  been  introduced  to  Pepin, 
Suffice  it  to  fay,  that  by  his  con¬ 
trivance  Ihe  was  at  laft  brought 
before  him,  and  having  told  her 
fad  dory  with  many  blulhcs  and 
lamentations,  was  admitted  to  the 
embraces  of  the  king,  and  the 
fruit  of  them  was  the  renowned 
Charlemagne, 

The  reader  will  doubtlefs  anti¬ 
cipate  the  fequel  of  this  marvellous 
adventure  ;  that  in  due  time  Bertha 
was  reilored  to  her  legitimate  ho¬ 
nors  ;  the  rteward  after  confess¬ 
ing  his  guilt  punilhed  with  death  ; 
and  Charlemagne  acknowledged  as 

O  O 

fucceffor  to  Pepin.  The  outlines 
of  this  tale,  may  pqffibly  have 
been  confident  with  fame  known 
fafts  and  circumftances;  but  though 
the  writers  of  romance  refledt  feme- 
times  no  inconfiderable  portion  of 
light  upon  the  manners,  ufages, 
and  inftitutions  of  the  times  in 
which  they  are  compofed,  yet  it  is 
the  province  of  authentic  hiftory 
to  be  cautious  in  viewing  thofe 
performances  as  ufeful  records,  the 
pharadleridic  features  of  which  are 
an  invariable  propenfity  to  exag¬ 
geration,  and  a  fondnefs  for  the 
marvellous. 

The  maintenance  of  public 
works,  fuch  as  the  bridges,  caufe? 
ways,  and  the  boats  ufed  for  crofs- 
Ing  the  rivers,  was  defrayed  at  the 
expence  of  the  counts,  who  em¬ 
ployed  their  agents,  whom  St, 
Gall  ftyles  vicars  and  officials* 
But  when  a  new  conftrudiion  of 
any  public  work  was  neceffary, 
neither  duke,  count,  bifhop,  or 
abbot,  was  exempt  from  contri¬ 
buting  his  fhare  to  the  expence,  as 
they  were  deftined  for  the  public 


benefit.  Charlemagne  who  always 
gave  the  molt  fteady  encourage¬ 
ment  to  improvements  of  every 
kind,  ftridlly  enjoined  that  the 
workmen  fhould  be  well  paid,  well 
fed,  and  well  ciothed,  and  like- 
wife  that  they  ihould  be  amply 
fupplied  with  the  neceflary  mate„ 
rials  for  their  dilferent  under¬ 
takings.  Thefe  orders  were  faith¬ 
fully  executed,  when  any  works 
were  carried  on  under  his  imme«> 
diate  infpedfion,  or  in  the  vicinity 
of  his  refidence.  But  it  is  afi'erted 
by  the  monk  of  St.  Gall,  that  in 
thofe  works  which,  by  the  diftance 
of  his  court  from  them,  were  com,.., 
mitted  to  the  fuperintendance  of 
his  officers,  the  labourers  often¬ 
times  complained,  and  not  without 
caufe,  of  the  various  extortions  of 
their  employers. 

Commerce  was  as  yet  In  its  in¬ 
fancy  during  the  reign  of  Charle¬ 
magne  ;  neverthelefs  it  appears  by 
the  chronicle  of  Verdun,  and  by 
the  different  diplomas  of  that 
prince,  that  the  imports  then  chiefly 
confifted  in  a  multitude  of  cuftoms 
both  by  land  and  by  fea ;  for  they 
paid  a  duty  upon  every  kind  of 
merchandize  which  then  fubfifted, 
and  upon  every  article  of  neceffity 
or  luxury.  ffFhe  bad  effedfs  which 
thefe  imports  produced  upon  agrm 
culture  aad  commerce  are  abun- 
dantiyclear;  and  if  the  different 
capitularia  had  left  us  in  a  ftate  of 
uncertainty,  whether  the  legifla- 
tive  power  was  lodged  in  the 
hands  of  Charlemagne,  we  ffiould 
have  conceived  that  the  genius  of 
the  government  of  France  had  been 
purely  of  a  defpotic  inftead  of  a  po¬ 
pular  nature. 

In  the  multiplicity  of  his  pub-* 
lie  concerns,  the  coining  of  money 
formed  one  of  the  principal  ob« 
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3 eels  of  legiflation  to  Charle¬ 
magne.  The  moil  ancient  ordi¬ 
nance  refpe<5ting  the  coinage  in 
France  now  extant,  is  that  which 
was  made  by  Pepin  in  755  in  a 
parliament  held  at  Verneuil.  Pie 
there  enafts  that  no  more  than  22 
filver  pence  fhould  be  coined  from 
a  pound  weight,  and  that  the  di- 
reftor  of  the  mint  fhall  retain  one 
of  the  22  pieces,  and  reiiore  the 
others  to  him  who  fupplied  the 
filver.  The  detained  piece  was 
allotted  either  to  defray  the  ex- 
pences,  or  to  pay  the  king’s  duty 
on  the  different  coins,  known  after¬ 
wards  by  the  name  of  the  right:  of 
the  lord  of  the  manor.  This  edift 
was  evidently  a  reform,  for  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  Pepin  added  greatly  t@ 
the  weight  of  the  (liver  penny, 
and  that  there  exifted  before  his 
reign  more  than  22  in  the  pound. 
The  continual  wars,  and  the 
long  and  frequent  excurfions  from 
his  capital  which  Charlemagne 
took  in  confequence  of  them, 
were  extremely  favourable  to 
the  abufes  in  the  weight  and 
title  of  the  current  coins.  In 
794,  he,  therefore,  made  a  regu¬ 
lation  at  Frankfort  to  re-eftablifh 
them  in  their  ancient  intrinfic 
value;  but  finding  all  his  vigi¬ 
lance  inadequate  to  flop  the  nu¬ 
merous  diforders  occafioned  by  the 
falfe  coiners,  he  was  at  laft  obliged 
to  declare  by  the  capitularies  in 
S05  and  808,  that  no  more  money 
fhould  be  coined  but  in  the  palace 
of  the  emperor,  and  upon  thefe 
pieces  were  inferibed  Palatina  Mo- 
Beta. 

Alarmed  and  enraged  (as  we 
have  before  obferved)  at  the  hof- 
tile  appearance  of  the  Danes  and 
Normans  in  the  Mediterranean  fea, 
Charlentagne  had  recourse  to  th$ 


wifeft  expedients  to  check  theip 
predatory  excurfions.  All  th£ 
mouths  of  the  great  rivers  through¬ 
out  his  extenfive  empire  were 
guarded,  all  the  coafts  defended 
either  by  fleets  or  forts,  and  the 
principal  arfenal  of  his  navy  was 
eftahlifhed  at  Boulogne,  the  Gefl. 
foriacurn  of  the  ancients,  from 
whence  the  neceffary  ammunitions 
were  diftributed,  and  fent  for  the 
fupply  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
country  into  the  German  fea,  and 
for  the  lower  into  the  channel  and 
Atlantic  ocean.  Charlemagne  had 
rebuilt  there  an  ancient  Pharos 
erefted  by  Caligula,  when  he  had 
proceeded  to  that  place  in  the  hope 
of  conquering  Britain ;  but  the 
claftical  reader  will  recolleft  that 
he  foon  refigned  the  hope  and  wiih 
of  eftablifhing  his  authority,  and 
contented  himfelf  with  the  more 
fuitable  employment  of  gathering 
cockles  on  the  fea  fhore,  confider- 
ing  the  exhibition  of  them  to  hit 
fervile  fenate  as  a  proof  quite  fuf* 
fleient  of  having  fucceeded  in  the 
objeft  of  his  expedition.  Thi# 
light  houfe,  which  thus  marked  the 
entrance  of  the  fhips  at  fea,  is  flill 
called  Tour  de  Ordre,  which  word, 
according  to  the  probable  conjec¬ 
tures  of  feme  writers,  is  a  cor¬ 
ruption  of  Turris  Ardens.  The 
admirals  who  commanded  thefe 
flationary  fleets  were  flyled  co* 
mites  ad  cuftodiendam  oram  mari- 
timam  deputati,  as  we  learn  from 
one  of  the  capitularia. 

The  aimak  perpetual  warfare 
carried  ©n  by  Charlemagne,  fug- 
gelled  to  him  an  idea  which,  if 
executed,  would  have  immorta¬ 
lized  his  reign,  and  might  have 
been  faid  almoft  to  have  changed 
the  face  of  the  whole  globe.  It 
was  l]is  project  to  have  formed  a 
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ttommunicaCion  between  the  Ger¬ 
man  ocean  and  the  black  fea,  by 
the  Rhine  and  Danube,  in  joining 
thefe  two  rivers  by  forae  interme¬ 
diate  ones.  He  attempted  likevvife 
to  have  made  a  canal  of  commu¬ 
nication  between  the  Mofelle  and 
the  Saone.  The  j  and  ion  of  the 
Rhine  and  Danube  was  undertaken 
only  for  the  fervice  of  the  Pan- 
nonian  war.  This  canal,  which 
would  have  extended  no  more 
than  two  leagues,  was,  however, 
abandoned,  in  confequence  of  con¬ 
tinual  rains  and  other  obftacles 
which  then  appeared  invincible. 
Some  veftiges  of  it  (fill  remain 
near  the  village  of  Graben,  in 
Suaf>ia,  which  derives  its  name 
from  the  German  word  graben* 
Signifying  a  moat. 

By  an  ordinance  in  789,  at  Aix- 
la-Chapelle,  the  uniformity  of 
weights  and  meafures  was  ellab- 
lifhed  through  all  the  cities  and 
monafteries ;  the  price  of  corn  was 
alfo  taxed,  and  the  emperor 
eredfed  magazines  for  the  fupply 
of  his  people.  This  adi,  how¬ 
ever  contrary  to  the  ideas  of  mo¬ 
dem  times  refpedling  the  freedom 
of  commerce,  was  followed  by 
another,  which  atones  in  foine  de¬ 
gree  for  the  injuftice  and  fe verity 
of  the  former,  namely,  that  of 
having  the  corn  diliributed  to  the 
poor  at  half  the  fixed  price.  He 
like  wife  prohibited  an  advanced 
fum  being  put  upon  vidfuals  during 
the  times  of  fcarcity,  and  the 
price  not  only  of  them  but  of 
cloths  was  conffantly  taxed. 

Although  Charlemagne  was  in- 
fame  degree  mafter  of  the  Teas,  and 
fiad  extended  his  dominions  by  a 
long  and  rapid  career  of  conqueif, 
yet  as  the  (fate  of  fociety  among 
the  Franks  was  in  no  rdpect 


highly  civilized,  the  advances 
made  by  commerce  were  conle- 
quently  but  (low  and  gradual.  The 
authentic  documents  which  (fill 
exift,  (hew  us,  indeed,  that  even 
in  the  eyes  of  the  emperor,  com¬ 
merce  did  not  appear  an  objecl 
worthy  of  his  moll  attentive  con¬ 
cern,  as  Iiq  fuffered  it  to  be  carried 
on  almofr  wholly  by  foreigners. 
Spain  fupplied  the  Franks  with 
horfes  and  mules  ;  Friedand  with 
cloaks  of  various  colours,  waift- 


coats,  and  great  coats  lined  with 
(kins  of  martins,  otters  and  cats  j 
England  with  corn,  iron,  pewter* 
lead,  leather,  and  dogs  for  hunt¬ 
ing  ;  the  Eaft  and  Africa  with 
herbs,  wines,  gauze,  giafs,  and 
paper  of  Egypt,  which  was  folely 
ufed  in  France  till  the  eleventh 


century  ;  and  liketvife  with  oil  of 
olive,  a  liquor  fo  fearce  at  that 
time,  that  a  council  held  at  Aix- 
la-Chapelle  allowed  the  Monks  th« 
ufe  of  hogs- lard. 

Charlemagne  was  the  fird  mo¬ 
narch  of  Prance  who  introduced 
furuptuary  laws  ^  of  their  unfuit- 
ablenefs  to  a  greaS  monarchy, 
which  ought  to  encourage  luxury 
that  trade  may  profper,  and  thus 
impart  fuftenance  to  the  more  in¬ 
digent  and  middling  claffes  of  fo. 
ciety,  we  (hall  not  flop  to  enquire. 
The  following  expedient,  which 
he  adopted  to  cure  his  nobles  of 
their  extravagance  in  drefs,  oughe 
not,  however,  to  be  palled  over  in 
(ilence,  as  it  drikingly  pourtrays 
the  manners  of  the  times.  The 
emperor  himfelf  commonly  wore 
the  (impleft  attire,  except  upon 
occauons  of  great  pomp  and  fpien- 
dor.  in  his  doublet  of  otters  (kin, 
put  over  his  woollen  tunic,  and 
his  fafh  of  a  blue  colour,  he  was 
fcarcely  to  be  didingujlhed  from 

the 
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the  meaneft  of  his  fubjefts.  One 
morning,  having  perceived  his 
courtiers  decked  out  in  their  mo  ft 
coftly  habiliments,  he  propofed  that 
they  fhould  immediately  take  the 
exercife  of  hunting.  His  invita¬ 
tion,  or  rather  command,  admitted 
of  no  refufal,  for  fmall  is  the  dif- 
tinftion  between  thefe  words,  when 
they  fall  from  the  lips  of  a  mo¬ 
narch.  He  appeared  in  a  cloak  of 
Iheep’s  Ikin,  tied  negligently  acrofs 
his  fhoulders,  and  which  afforded 
him  a  good  covering  during  a 
heavy  fall  of  fnow>  that,  moft 
opportunely  to  his  wifhes,  hap¬ 
pened  while  they  were  attending 
him  in  this  recreation.  But  their 
fllks  were  torn  by  the  brambles 
and  fpoiled  by  the  fnow.  When 
the  chafe  was  finifhed,  benumbed 
with  cold,  and  anxious  to  repair 
the  damage  done  to  their  dreffes, 
they  begged  leave  to  withdraw. 
The  malicious  monarch  forefaw 
and  prevented  their  intentions,  by 
prefling  them  to  follow  his  ex¬ 
ample,  and  dry  their  clothes  before 
a  great  fire,  which  he  had  ready 
for  that  purpofe.  Although  highly 
delighted  with  their  embarrafs- 
ment,  he  afFAded  not  to  perceive 
the  effie&s  of  the  ftre  in  drying 
their  dreffes,  and  fhrivelling  them 
into  the  moft  uncouth  fhapes.  In 
difmiffing  them  from  his  prefence, 
he  faid,  <c  To-morrow  we  will 
take  our  revenge,  and  in  the  fame 
habits.  ” 

When  they  appeared  the  follow¬ 
ing  day  in  their  torn  and  dif- 
figured  garments,  they  furniflied  a 
moft  ridiculous  fpeftacle  to  the 
whole  court.  The  emperor,  after 
having  rallied  them  on  their  abfur- 
dity,  at  laft  exclaimed,  “  .Fools 
that  ye  are,  now  perceive  the  dif¬ 
ference  betwixt  your  luxury  and 


my  Simplicity  !  My  drefs  covers 
and  defends  me,  and  when  worn 
out  is  of  no  confequence;  whilft 
your  rich  attires,  liable  to  be 
fpoiled  by  the  Ieaft  accident,  almoft 
amount,  in  value,  to  a  large* 
treafure.,!' 

The  frugality  of  Charlemagne’s 
table  correfponded  with  the  plain, 
nefs  of  his  apparel.  Although 
furrounded  always  by  a  numerous 
family,  he  rarely  allowed  more 
than  four  difnes,  (befides  roaft 
meat,  which  chiefly  confifted  of 
verrifon)  to  be  placed  on  the  table. 
A  multitude  of  difhes,  however, 
crowded  his  table  on  feftival  days; 
upon  thofe  occasions,  there  were 
five  fuccefiive  tables  fpread  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  ernperor  and 
his  great  officers.  The  princes 
and  dukes  ferved  the  emperor,  and 
according  to  the  proud  diftin<ftiors 
of  rank  ohferved  in  that  age,  the 
counts  waited  upon  the  dukes,  and 
were  in  like  manner  attended  upon 
by  the  inferior  officers.  Charle¬ 
magne  frequently  received  and  ac¬ 
cepted  invitations  to  dinner  from 
his  minifters  and  favourites ;  and 
when  he  laid  afide  the  dignity  of 
his  rank,  it  was  his  pride  and  wifh 

J  A. 

to  be  diftinguifhed  for  the  libera¬ 
lity  and  courtefy  of  his  manners. 
The  following  nobles  were  the 
chief  minifters  of  the  palace,  and 
likewife  prefided  over  the  general 
adminiftration  of  affairs.  The 
grand  almoner,  the  chancellor ; 
and  after  thefe  two  principal  officers 
of  the  church  tjpd  ftate,  followed 
in  due  fubordination,  the  grand 
chamberlain,  the  count  of  the  pa¬ 
lace,  the  fenefchal,  the  cupbearer, 
the  conftable,  and  the  grand  fal¬ 
coner. 

The  ftrift  economv  of  Charle= 
roagne  has  been  loudly  extolled  by- 

Mon- 
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Montefquieu,  as  the  pure  fource 
from  which  he  derived  all  his 
riches ;  but  willing  as  I  am  to  pay 
a  due  refpeiffi  to  the  opinion  of  fo 
illuftrious  a  name,  yet  it  muff  ai- 
furedly  be  thought  that  this  fru- 
gality  fometiroes  partook  too  much 
of  the  avarice  of  a  trader.  For 
in  a  kingdom  fo  abundantly  fup- 
plicd  as  his  was  with  all  the  necef- 
iaries,  and  moll  of  the  luxuries  of 
life,  it  will  be  difficult  to  perceive 
the  ceconomical  virtue  of  thofe 
edidls,  or  the  encouragement  they 
gave  to  induliry,  that  could  re¬ 
quire  an  account  of  the  horns  and 
Jkins  of  the  goats,  dired  his  fifh 
to  be  fold,  order  his  larger  villas 
or  farms  to  maintain  one  hundred 
hens  and  thirty  geefe,  the  fmaller 
ones  fifty  hens  and  twelve  geefe, 
and  even  appoint  his  eggs  and  fu- 
perfluous  garden  Huff  to  be  carried 
to  market  and  fold  on  his  foie  ac¬ 
count.  But  the  edid  in  which 
the  emperor  exprefsly  prohibits  the 
vagrant  tribe  of  beggars,  and  im- 
pofes  upon  each  city  the  obligation 
of  nourilhing  their  poor,  accom¬ 
panied  likewife  with  a  particular 
injundion  to  afford  no  relief  to 
thofe  who  refufe  to  work,  may  be 
panegyrized  for  its  obvious  ten¬ 
dency  to  rouze  all  daffies  of  fociety 
to  the  moll  adive  exertions  of  in- 
duftry  ;  and  if  it  had  been  ftridly 
enforced  by  his  fueceffors,  might 
have  occafioned  in  the  courfe  of 
time  a  confiderable  change  of  the 
moil  beneficial  nature  in  the  life 
and  manners  of  the  lowed;  order  of 
their  fubjeds. 

Of  all  the  manly  exerciles  in 
which  Charlemagne  delighted,  that 
of  hunting  appears  to  have  been 
the  amufement  to  which  he  was  moft 
addided ;  and,  to  tranferibe  the 
partial  remark  of  Egihhard,  the 


Franks  were  more  renowned  than 
any  other  nation  for  their  (kill  and 
boldnefs  in  the  chafe.  One  day 
the  emperor  invited  the  Periian 
arribaffiadors  to  a  great  hunting 
match  of  buffaloes  in  the  Black 
Foreft  j  but  no  fooner  had  they 
furprized  thefs  animals  in  their  re¬ 
treat,  than  the  ambaffadors  took 
flight,  completely  terrified  at  the 
furious  refinance  which  they  dif- 
played,  Charlemagne,  however, 
aecuftomecl  to  the  mode  of  en¬ 
countering  them,  boldly  advanced 
againil  the  fierccff  of  the  whole 
herd,  in  order  to  cut  off  its  head 
at  one  ftroke.  The  buffalo  pro¬ 
voked  to  redoubled  fury  by  the 
wound  Charlemagne  had  given 
him,  rufiied  head-long  to  rip  up 
with  his  horns  the  belly  of  the 
horfe.  The  emperor  had  not  time 
to  avoid  the  butt,  without  having 
his  boot  torn  and  his  leg  flightly 
grazed.  The  animal  then  made 
a  defperate  fpring  upon  his  royal 
antagonift,  and  in  all  probability 
would  have  terminated  his  life* 
had  not  one  of  the  hunters  at  that 
critical  moment  let  fly  a  dart, 
which  laid  the  beaft  dead  on  the 
fpot. 

Charlemagne  apparently  over¬ 
looked  his  deliverer,  while  his 
courtiers  were  prefling  around  him, 
and  intreating  him  to  have  his  boot 
taken  off,  and  his  leg  dreffed. 
No,  no,"  replied  he,  “I  wifh  to 
appear  in  this  Hate  before  the 
queen  Hermengrade,”  alluding  to 
the  wife  of  his  fon  Louis,  Ac¬ 
cordingly  he  fhewed  himfelf  to  her 
in  that  condition  ;  and  then  afked, 
s<  What  do  you  think  I  owe  to  him 
who  has  refeued  me  from  this  great 
danger?”  holding  up  at  thefe 
words  the  head  and  great  horns  of 
the  buffalo.  With  ft  tea  tiling  eyes, 
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and  terrified  countenance,  file  ex¬ 
claimed  u  What  do  we  not  all  owe 
him!*’  s(  Enough,”  faid  the  em¬ 
peror,  “  demand  of  me  the  par¬ 
don  of  Ifarabard,  for  he  is  my  de¬ 
liverer/*  Hiftorians  have  not  in¬ 
formed  us  of  the  nature  of  the 
offence  committed  by  this  perfon 
towards  the  queen;  but  it  was  of 
that  magnitude  as  to  deprive  him 
liis  lands,  which  were  immediately 
jeftored  to  him  by  the  gratitude 
cf  Charlemagne,  and  others  an¬ 
nexed  to  them  of  confiderable 
■value. 

In  fome  old  chronicle  which 
alludes  to  this  ftory,  we  find  the 
remark,  that  if  the  famous  fword 
•of  Charlemagne’s,  called  Joyeufe) 
had  happened  to  have  been  girt  by 
Ills  fide  upon  that  occafiGn,  the 
wound  of  the  buffalo  muff  have 
been  alike  both  certain  and  mortal. 
To  this  celebrated  weapon,  the 
-romance  writers  of  the  time  afcribe 
the  moft  extraordinary  feats  of 
fkill  and  valor ;  fueh  as  for  in- 
ifance,  cutting  afunder  at  one 
ftroke  a  horfeman  and  his  horfe, 
and  other  exploits  of  equal  credi¬ 
bility.  Conformably  to  thefe  won¬ 
ders,  and  to  the  ideas  of  queen 
Thaleftris,  or  to  thofe  of  all  bar¬ 
barians,  that  a  man  of  diminutive 
figure  is  incapable  of  performing 
great  achievements,  the  feature  of 
Charlemagne  has  been  alfo  increafed 
by  thofe  fablers  to  the  height  of  a 
giant. 

The  learned  count  de  Caylus 
regards  indeed  the  reign  of  Char- 
lemagne  as  the  fource  of  all  the 
romances  of  chivalry  and  of  chi¬ 
valry  itfelf ;  and  according  to  his 
judgment,  the  memorable  tale  of 
king  Arthur,  and  of  his  knights 
of  the  round  table,  is  no  more 
than  a  faithful  copy  of  Charle¬ 


magne  and  his  twelve  peers.  Buf, 
however,  this  laft  affertion  may 
be  contradided  by  the  plain  and 
decifive  text  of  our  Englifh  chro- 
'  nicies  j-^t  is  indisputable,  that  the- 
romance  of  Charlemagne  and  his 
twelve  peers,  a  work  of  the  ele¬ 
venth  century,  but  aferibed  to 
archbifhop  Turpin,  a  contemporary 
of  that  monarch,  fupplied  the  ma¬ 
terials  for  thofe  celebrated  poems, 
the  Morgante,  the  Orlando  Ina¬ 
morato,  and  the  Orlando  Furiofo. 
The  origin,  however,  of  that  fpe- 
cies  of  writing  called  romance, 
which  captivates  almofb  every  ima¬ 
gination  by  the  livelinefs  and  va¬ 
riety  of  its  pictures,  may  fairly 
aifert  its  pretenftons  to  high  and 
general  antiquity  ;  for  it  may  be 
traced  to  the  remote  hiftory  of 
almoft  every  nation  upon  the  face 
of  the  globe.  This  invention  is 
fir  ft  attributed  to  the  oriental  na-> 
tions,  but  whether  it  (hould  be  pe¬ 
culiarly  aferibed  to  the  Egyptians, 
Arabians,  Perfians,  or  Syrians,  is 
irrevelent  to  our  purpofes  to  dif- 
cufs.  Suffice  it  then  to  fay,  that 
the  Romantz  language  derived  its 
name  from  the  fimiiitude  it  bor® 
to  the  fpeech  of  the  ancient  Ro¬ 
mans  ;  and  even  to  the  tenth  cen¬ 
tury,  the  French  language  conti¬ 
nued  to  be  called  romance.  Fable 
is  fo  blended,  indeed,  with  truth 
in  the  reign  of  Charlemagne,  that 
fome  writers  have  even  gone  fo  far 
as  to  affert  it  forms  an  effential 
part  of  the  hiftory  of  that  monarch. 
Without  fubferibing,  however,  en¬ 
tirely  to  this  opinion,  it  may  be 
fafely  maintained  that  to  know  him. 
thoroughly,  and  to  perceive  dif- 
tin&ly  how  far  his  perfonal  glory  ‘ 
and  powers  eclipfed  every  other 
fovereign  of  thofe  times,  the  pages 
of  the  romances  Ihould  be  consulted 
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en  the  principle  of  their  contain* 
ing  fome  ufeful  and  authentic  out¬ 
lines  of  his  hiftory. 

Several  examples  from  it  might 
be  introduced  here,  if  the  plan  of 
our  work  permitted,  which  would 
teaeh  us  to  believe  that  thefe  hif- 
torians  of  romance,  in  recording 
the  military  fame  and  perfonal  cou¬ 
rage  of  Charlemagne,  objects  fo 
well  fitted  for  their  admiration, 
did  fometimes  Hep  into  the  track 
of  truth,  and  defcribe  real  life  and 
events.  Prodigious  boldnefs  and 
incomparable  activity,  may  be  re¬ 
garded,  indeed,  as  hereditary  fea- 
tures  in  the  charader  of  the  em¬ 
peror.  The  following  anecdote 
related  of  his  father,  will  ftrikingly 
atteft  this  obfervation.  To  excel 
in  thofe  martial  exercifes  which 
added  ftrength  to  the  body  and 
agility  to  the  limbs,  formed  the 
chief  or  rather  foie  objed  of  edu¬ 
cation  among  the  nobles  in  the 
court  of  Pepin  furnamed  the  Short ; 
and  as  their  king  towered  above 
his  fubjeds  in  daring  courage  and 
corporeal  ftrength,  fo  he  never  loft 
his  afcendancy  over  their  minds 
and  condud.  The  combats  of  wild 
beafts  furnifhed  to  the  nation  the 
moft  amuftng  of  fpedacles,  and  it 
would  be  wrong  to  deny  their  con¬ 
geniality  to  the  manners  of  the 
times.  In  one  of  thofe  bloody 
exhibitions,  a  lion  and  a  wild  bull 
were  matched  againft  each  other. 
The  former,  however,  of  thefe 
furious  animals  foon  beginning  to 
manifeft  a  decided  fuperiority, 
Pepin  cried  out  to  his  courtiers, 
We  ir.uft  feparate  thefe  comba¬ 
tants.'*  Such  a  fpeech  they  con¬ 
ceived  was  only  uttered  in  a  fpirit 
of  pleafantry ;  but  to  their  great 
aftonifhment,  no  fooner  had  he 
jmade  it  than  he  fearlefsly  run  into 
VqU  XLIX,  or  Vql«  VIL  Ne 


the  Arena  to*exeeute  this  intention* 
Not  one,  however,  of  his  nobles 
could  fummon  up  fufficient  intre¬ 
pidity  of  mind  to  follow  him  ;  yet 
wonderful  to  relate,  this  valiant 
prince  contrived  to  difpatch  the 
lion,  and  to  cut  off  the  head  of 
the  bull,  without  receiving  the 
moft  trifling  hurt.  The  vidor  jr 
atchieved,  he  turned  around  to  the 
courtiers,  who  were  almoft  mo- 
tionlefs  from  fear,  and  exclaimed 
with  a  confcioufnefs  of  having  dis¬ 
played  a  dexterity  and  valor  equal 
to  his  ftrength ;  <c  David  was 
fmall,  but  he  ftruck  to  the  ground 
the  haughty  giant  who  dared  to 
defpife  him.**  1 

Yet,  though  fuch  were  the  rude 
fports  and  manners  of  the  Franks 
both  in  the  time  of  Pepin  and  his 
fon,  and  fuch  their  contempt  of 
learning,  arts,  and  fciences,  we 
find  they  took  fome  delight  in 
adors,  ftage  buffoons  and  jugglers,, 
So  prevailing  was  the  tafte  for 
thefe  wretched  and  imperfect  exhi¬ 
bitions  among  the  bifhops,  abbots, 
and  abbefles,  that  Charlemagne, 
at  length,  found  it  neceflary  to 
iftue  an  edid  at  Aix-la-Chapelle 
in  the  year  789,  which  exprefsly 
forbid  them  to  admit  players  (hif* 
triones)  into  their  prefence. 

His  penal  laws  inuft  not  be  over¬ 
looked,  as  they  feem  to  mark  his 
own  deteftation  of  a  vice,  which, 
then  might  be  called  national* 
((  No  man  addided  to  in  toxica-* 
tion,”  fays  the  fifteenth  capitular 
in  the  year  802,  can  appear  before 
a  tribunal,  as  a  party,  or  a  wit- 
nefs.5’*  Nor  muft  we  forget  to 
notice  as  equally  expreflive  of 
good  fenfe  and  humanity,  a  capi* 
tular,  the  profeffed  tendency  of 
which  was  to  prove,  that  God 
might  be  invoked  in  more  laru 
Series.  guages 
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guages  than  three  (the  popular 
fentiment;)  and  that  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  juftnefs  of  the  prayer, 
relief  might  be  reafonably  ex¬ 
pected. 

In  delineating  the  merits  and 
cha  rafter  of  Charlemagne,  and  ap¬ 
preciating  his  claims  to  the  admi¬ 
ration  of  pofterity,  Gibbon  has 
obferved  that  in  his  inftitutions, 
4<  he  could  feldom  difeover  the  ge¬ 
neral  views  and  immortal  fpirit  of 
a  legiflator  who  furvives  himfelf 
for  the  benefit  of  pofterity.**  But 
this  opinion,  however  perempto¬ 
rily  delivered,  cannot  to  us  be 
eafily  juftified:  for  the  impartial 
reader  will,  perhaps,  be  inclined 
to,  think,  that  in  the  preceding 
chapters  feveral  laws  have  been 
enumerated,  of  which  he  was  the 
avowed  author,  that  breathe  all  the 
liberality,  genius,  judgment,  and 
moderation  of  the  real  philofopher, 
legiflator,  and  patriot,  and  thus 
diftinftly  manifeft  him  the  fcourge 
of  inj uft ice  and  oppreftion.  Voltaire 
is  like  wife  more  difpofed  to  touch 
upon  the  defefts  of  his  underftand- 
ing  and  of  his  heart,  than  to  dwell 
upon  thofe  meafures  in  which  he 
-confeffediy  flood  forward  as  the 
promoter  and  guardian  of  the 
higheft  and  loweft  interefts  of  the 
nation.  He  has  transmitted  his 
•name  to  future  ages  chiefly  in  the 
odious  charafter  of  an  ufurper  and 
tyrant.  The  injuftice  of  Charle¬ 
magne  towards  his  nephews  cannot 
certainly  be  denied  without  betray¬ 
ing  a  linking  difregard  for  hifto- 
rical  truth  ;  and  it  muft  be  obvious 
to  the  plaineft  uuderftanding,  that 
the  blood  of  fo  many  thoufand 
Saxons,  fned  as  much  from  motives 
of  fanaticifin,  as  of  policy,  calls 
upon  his  glory  a  cloud,  which 
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the  eye.  of  humanity  will  always 
perceive. 

But  afluredly  it  will  be  no  de¬ 
viation  from  the  fpirit  of  this  can¬ 
did  and  difpafiionate  view  of  his 
reign,  to  aflert  that  with  the  above 
exceptions,  this  extraordinary  man 
direfted  his  attention  to  every 
thing  which  difeovered  a  tendency 
to  accelerate  the  progrefs  of  real 
comfort,  knowledge,  and  happi- 
nefs,  and  where  he  failed  in  attain¬ 
ing  thofe  great  ends  ( for  doubtlefs 
it  cannot  be  denied  that  he  fome- 
times  did,)  it  is  more  to  be  attri¬ 
buted  to  the  folly,  ignorance,  and 
fluggifhnefs  of  his  people,  than  to 
the  want  of  wifdom  in  his  plans, 
or  ftrenuoufnefs  in  adhering  to 
them. 

Such,  indeed,  appears  to  have 
been  the  comprehenfion  of  his 
mind,  and  the  verfatility  of  his 
talents,  and  fuch  the  fplendid  epoch 
that  his  name  will  ever  form  in 
the  hiftory  of  France,  that  in  the 
following  panegyric  of  him  by 
Theodolphus,  I  can  efpy  no  traces 
of  that  fervent  and  inconfiderate 
gratitude,  which  too  often  de« 
bafes  its  objeft  by  lav  idling  upon 
it  thofe  exaggerated  encomiums, 
which  can  neither  be  fanftioned  by 
the  voice  of  truth,  reafon,  or  pro¬ 
bability.  <(  This  great  prince 
unremittingly  endeavoured  to  lead 
the  bifhops  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  fcriptural  writings,  the  clergy 
to  the  obfervation  of  difeipline, 
the  monks  to  regularity,  the  nobles 
to  proper  examples  and  fage  coun- 
fels  j  the  judges  to  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  juftiee,  the  fuperiors  to 
proper  diftinftions  of  right  and 
wrong,  the  inferiors  to  obedi¬ 
ence,  and  all  to  virtue,  peace,  and 
concord ,** 
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Account  of  fame  newly -difcovered 
Chrifiians  in  India • 

( From  the  Gentleman* $  Magazine. ) 

THE  Rev.  Dr,  Buchanan,  who 
left' Bengal  fome  months  ago,  with 
a  view  of  proceeding  to  Travan- 
core,  to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of 
the  Syrian  Chriftians,  arrived  in 
that  country  about  the  beginning 
of  Nov.  laft,  having  travelled  from 
Calcutta  to  Cape  Comorin  by  land. 
His  highnefs  the  Rajah  of  Travan- 
core,  was  pleafed  to  afford  to  Dr. 
Buchanan  the  moft  liberal  aftiif- 
tance  in  the  profecution  of  his  enqui¬ 
ries.  About  the  middle  of  Nov. 
Dr.  Buchanan  proceeded  from  the 
fea-coaft  into  the  interior  of  the 
country  N.  E.  of  Quilon,  to  vifit 
the  antient  Syrian  churches  fttuated 
amongft  the  hills  at  the  bottom  of 
the  high  Ghauts,  which  divide  the 
Carnatic  from  Malayala,  The  face 
of  the  country  in  general,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  mountains,  exhibits 
a  varied  fcene  of  hill  and  dale,  and 
winding  ftreams.  Thefe  ftreams  fall 
from  the  mountains,  and  preferve 
the  valleys  in  perpetual  verdure. 
The  woods  produce  pepper,  carda¬ 
moms,  and  caffia  or  wild  cinnamon  ; 
alfo  frankincenfe  and  other  aro¬ 
matic  gums.  What  adds  much  to 
the  grandeur  of  the  fcenery  in  this 
country  is,  that  the  adjacent  moun¬ 
tains  of  Travancore  are  not  barren} 
but  are  covered  with  teak  forefts, 
producing  the  largeft  timber  in  the 
world.  \ 

The  firft  view  of  the  Chriftian 
churches  in  this  fequeftered  region 
of  Hindoftan,  connected  with  the 
idea  of  their  tranquil  duration  for 
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fo  many  ages,  canfiot  fail  to  excite 
pleafing  emotions  in  the  mind  of 
the  beholder.  The  form  of  the 
oldeft  buildings  is  not  unlike  that 
of  the  old  parilh  churches  in  Eng¬ 
land  ;  the  ftyle  of  building  in  both 
being  of  Saracenic  origin*  They 
have  Hoping  roofs,  pointed  arch 
windows,  and  buttreffes  fupporting 
the  walls.  The  beams  of  the  roof 
being  expofed  to  view  are  orna¬ 
mented;  and  the  ceiling  of  the 
choir  and  altar  is  circular  and  fret¬ 
ted.  In  the  cathedral  churches, 
the  ftirines  of  the  deceafed  bilbops 
are  placed  on  each  fide  of  the  altar* 
Moft  of  the  churches  are  built  of  a 
reddifh  (tone,  fquared  and  polifiiedl 
at  the  quarry  ;  and  are  of  a  durable 
conftru&ion,  the  front  wall  of  the 
largeft  edifices  being  fix  feet  thick* 
The  bells  of  the  churches  are  caff 
in  the  founderies  of  Travancore# 
Some  of  them  are  of  large  dimen- 
fions,  and  have  infcriptions  in  Sy¬ 
riac  and  Malayalim.  In  approach¬ 
ing  a  town  in  the  evening,  the 
found  of  the  bells  may  be  heard  at 
a  diftance  amongft  the  hills ;  a  cir- 
cumftance  which  caufes  the  Britiftx 
traveller  to  forget  for  a  moment 
that  he  is  in  Hindoftan,  and  re¬ 
minds  him  of  another  country. 
When  Dr.  Buchanan  arrived  at  the 
remote  churches,  he  was  informed 
by  the  inhabitants,  that  no  Euro¬ 
pean  had  to  their  knowledge,  vifited 
the  place  before.  The  romifh  priefts 
do  not  travel  thither,  there  being 
no  church  of  their  communion  in 
that  quarter. 

The  number  of  Syrian  churches 
is  greater  than  has  been  fuppofed* 
There  are  at  this  time  fifty-five 
churches  in  Malayala  *.  acknow- 
ledging  the  Patriarch  of  Antioch* 


*  Malayala  comprehends  the  mountains  and  the  Whole  region  within  them,  fr&m 
Cape  Commotion  to  Cape  I11L  Whereas  the  province  of  Malabar,  commonly  fo  sailed^ 
retains  only  the  northern  diftri&s  ;  not  including  the  country  of  Travancore. 
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The  lad  church  was  ere&ed  by  the 
prefent  bifhop  in  1793. 

The  Syrian  Chriftians  are  not 
Neftorians.  Formerly,  indeed,  they 
had  bifhops  of  that  communion, 
but  the  liturgy  of  the  prefent  church 
is  derived  from  that  of  the  early 
church  of  Antioch,  called,  iC  Litur- 
gia  Jacobi  Apoftoli/*  They  are 
ufually  denominated  Jacobite  ;  but 
they  differ  in  ceremonial  from  the 
church  of  that  name  in  Syria,  and 
indeed  from  any  exiting  church  in 
the  world.  Their  proper  deftgna- 
tion,  and  that  which  is  fandlioned 
by  their  own  ufe,  is,  fc  Syrian 
Chriftians;**  or,  fe  The  Syrian 
church  of  Malay  la.’* 

The  doftrines  of  the  Syrian  church 
are  contained  in  a  very  few  articles ; 
and  are  not  at  variance,  in  effen- 
tials,  with  the  doctrines  of  the 
church  of  England.  Their  bifhop 
and  metropolitan,  after  conferring 
with  his  clergy  on  the  fubjedt,  de¬ 
livered  the  following  opinion 
*s  That  an  union  with  the  Englifh 
church,  or  at  lead  fuch  a  connexion 
as  fhould  appear  to  both  churches 
practicable  and  expedient,  would 
Jbe  a  happy  event  and  favourable  to 
the  advancement  of  religion/ *  It 
5s  in  contemplation  to  fend  to  Eng¬ 
land  fome  of  the  Syrian  youth  for 
education  and  ordination. 

The  prefent  bifhop,  Mar  Diony- 
lius,  is  a  native  of  Malaysia,  but 
©f  Syrian  extraction.  He  is  a  man 
of  refpefhihle  character  in  his  na¬ 
tion,  and  exercifes  himfelf  in  the 
pious  difcharge  of  the  duties  of  his 
high  office.  He  is  now  78  years  of 
age,  and  pafTeftes  a  venerable  afpedf, 
bis  white  beard  defcending  low  to 
bis  girdle.  On  public  occafions  he 
wears  the  epifcopal  mitre,  and  is 
xobed  in  a  white  veftment,  which 
covers  long  garments  of  red  filk  ; 
and  in  his  hand  he  holds  the  pafto- 


ral  ftafF.  The  firft  native  bifhop 
was  ordained  by  theRomifh  church 
in  1663.  But  he  was  of  the  Ro- 
mifh  communion.  Since  that  pe¬ 
riod  the  old  Syrians  have  continued* 
till  lately,  to  receive  their  bifhops 
from  Antioch.  But  that  antient 
patriarchate  being  now  nearly  ex- 
tin£l,  and  incompetent  to  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  learned  men ;  the 
Chriftian  church  in  Malayaia  looks 
henceforth  to  Britain  for  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  that  light,  which  has 
fhone  fo  long  in  this  dark  region  of 
the  worid. 

From  information  given  by  the 
Syrian  Chriftians,  it  would  appear, 
that  the  churches  of  Mefopotamia 
and  Syria  (215  in  number)  with 
which  they  are  connedfed,  are  ftrug- 
gling  with  great  difficulties,  and 
merely  owe  their  exiftence  to  fome 
deference  for  their  antiquity  ;  and 
that  they  might  be  expe&ed  foon 
to  ftourifh  again,  if  favoured  with 
a  little  fupport.  It  would  be  wor¬ 
thy  the  church  of  England  to  aid 
the  church  of  Antioch  in  her  low 
eftate.  The  church  of  England  is 
now  what  the  church  of  Antioch 
once  toms*  The  mode  in  which 
aid  can  be  beft  afforded  to  Chrif¬ 
tians  under  a  foreign  power  in  the 
Eaft,  is  not  chiefly  by  contribu¬ 
tions  of  money,  but  by  reprefent- 
ing  to  thofe  governments  with 
which  we  may  have  friendly  inter- 
courfe,  that  thefe  Chriftians  are  of 
the  fame  religion  with  ourfelyes, 
and  that  we  are  deftrous  that  they 
fhould  be  refpedled.  The  argument 
from  the  famenefs  of  religion  is 
well  underftood  by  all  Afiatic  prin¬ 
ces,  and  can  never  fail  when  feri-* 
oufly  propofed  ;  for  they  think  it 
both  natural  and  obligatory  that 
every  government  fhould  be  irate- 
relied  in  thofe  who  are  of  its  own 
religion.  There  are  two  circum- 
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ftances  which  Invite  us  to  turn  our 
eyes  to  the  country  of  f<  the  firft 
generations  of  men.”  The  tolerant 
fpirit  of  the  Wahabian  Mahome- 
dans  is  a  fair  prognoftic,  and  pro- 
mifes  to  aid  our  endeavours  to  re¬ 
ft  ore  to  an  antient  community  of 
Ghriftians  the  bleflings  of  know¬ 
ledge  and  religious  liberty.  Ano¬ 
ther  favourable  circumftance  is, 
that  fome  of  the  churches  in  Mefo- 
potamia,  in  one  of  which  the  patri¬ 
arch  of.  Antioch  now  refides,  are 
faid  ftill  to  remain  in  their  priftine 
ftate,  and  to  have  preferved  their 
archives  and  antient  manufcript  li¬ 
braries.  A  domeftic  prieft  of  the 
patriarch,  now  in  Cochin,  vouches 
for  the  truth  of  this  fad.  We  know 
from  authentic  hiftory,  that  the 
churches  between  the  Rivers  efcaped 
the  general  defolation  of  the  Ma- 
homedan  conqueft  in  the  7th  cen¬ 
tury,  by  joining  arms  with  the 
Mahomedans  againft  the  Greek 
Chriftians  who  had  been  their  op- 
preffors.  The  revival  of  religion 
and  letters  in  that  once  highly  fa¬ 
voured  land,  in  the  heart  of  the  an¬ 
tient  world,  would  be,  in  the  pre- 
fent  circumftances  of  mankind,  an 
aufpicious  event. 

The  Syrian  Chriftians  in  Ma- 
iayala  ftill  ufe  the  Syriac  language 
in  their  churches  ;  but  the  Malay- 
alim,  or  proper  Malabar  (a  dialed 
diftind  from  the  Tamul)  is  the 
vernacular  tongue.  They  have 
made  fome  attempts  to  tranflate 
the  Syriac  fcriptures  into  Malaya- 
lim ;  but  have  not  hitherto  had 
the  fuitable  means  of  effeding  it. 
When  a  propofal  was  made  of  fend¬ 
ing  a  Malayalim  tranftation  to 
each  of  their  55  churches  as  a  ftan- 
dard-book,  on  condition  that  they 
would  tranfcribe  it  and  circulate 
the  copies  among  the  people,  the 
elders  replied,  that  fo  great  was 
the  delire  of  the  people  in  general 


to  have  the  Bible  in  the  vulgar 
tongue,  that  it  might  be  expeded 
that  every  man  who  could  write} 
would  make  a  copy  on  ollas  (palm- 
leaves)  for  his  own  family. 

It  ought  to  be  mentioned  to  the 
praife  of  the  prefent  bifhop  of  the 
Romilh  church  on  the  coaft  of 
Malabar,  that  he  has  confented  to 
the  circulation  of  the  Scriptures 
throughout  his  diocefe.  The  Ma¬ 
layalim  tranftation  acquires  from 
this  circumftance  an  increafed,  im¬ 
portance  ;  fince  there  will  be  now 
upwards  of  200,000  Chriftians  in 
Malayala,  who  are  ready  to  re¬ 
ceive  it.  The  tranftation  of  tho 
New  Teftament  (which  it  is  pro- 
pofed  to  print  firft)  has  already 
commenced  under  the  fuperinteru 
dance  of  the  Syrian  bifhop.  Th@ 
true  caufe  of  the  low  ftate  of  re¬ 
ligion  amongft  the  Romifh  churches 
on  the  fea  coaft,  and  in  Ceylon,  Is 
their  want  of  the  Bible.  It  is  doubt* 
ful  whether  fome  of  the  priefts 
know  that  fuch  a  book  exifts.  It 
is  injurious  to  Chriftianity  in  India# 
to  call  men  Chriftians  who  know 
not  the  fcriptures  of  their  religion  ; 
they  might  as  well  be  called  by 
any  other  name.  Oral  inftrudion 
they  have  none,  even  from 
their  European  priefts.  The  befb 
efteds  may  therefore  be  expeded 
from  the  ftmple  means  of  putting 
the  Bible  into  their  hands.  All 
who  are  well  acquainted  with  the 
natives,  know  that  inftrudion  by 
books  isbeft  fuited  to  them.  They 
are  in  general  a  contemplative  peo¬ 
ple,  and  patient  in  their  enquiries : 
curious  alfo  to  know  what  it  can 
be,  that  is  of  importance  enough  to 
be  writteu ;  at  the  fame  time  that 
they  regard  written  precept  with 
refped.  If  they  poftefs  a  book  in  0 
language  which  they  underftand,  it 
will  not  be  left  long  unread.  In 
Tanjore  and  other  places  where  the 
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Bible  ir  freely  given,  the  Protef- 
tant  religion  flourilhes,  and  pro¬ 
duces  the  happieft  effe&s  on  the 
ehara<5ler  of  the  people.  In  T anjore, 
the  Chriftian  virtues  will  be  found 
in  exercife  by  the  feeble-minded 
Hindoo,  in  a  vigour  and  purity, 
which  will  furprize  thofe  who  have 
never  known  the  native  character 
but  under  the  greateft  difad  van¬ 
tages.  On  the  Sunday,  the  people 
habited  in  their  bed  apparel,  repair 
to  the  parifh  church  ;  where  the 
folemnity  of  their  devotion  in  ac¬ 
companying  the  public  prayers,  is 
truly  impreilive.  They  fing  the 
old  Pfalme-tunes  well ;  and  the 
voice  of  the  full  congregation  may 
be  heard  at  a  diflance.  Prayers  being 
ended,  they  liften  to  the  fermon 
evidently  with  deep  attention  j  nor 
have  they  any  difficulty  in  under- 
flanding  it,  for  they  almofl  all, 
both  men  and  women,  can  read  their 
Bible.  Many  of  them  take  down 
the  difcourfe  on  ollas,  that  they 
may  read  it  afterwards  to  their 
families  at  home  *.  As  foon  as  the 
minifter  has  pronounced  his  text, 
the  found  of  the  iron  JiyU  on  the 
..palm-leaf,  is  heard  throughout  the 
congregation.  Even  the  boys  of 
,,the  fchools  have  their  ollas  in  their 
hands,  and  maybe feen  after  divine 
fervice  reading  them  to  their  mo¬ 
thers,  as  they  pafs  over  the  fields 
homewards.  This  aptitude  of  the 
people  to  receive  and  to  record  the 
words  of  the  preacher,  renders  it 
peculiarly  neceffary  that  l(  the 
prieffis  lips  fhould  keep  knowledge. ” 
Upon  the  whole,  the  moral  cori- 
dudl,  upright  dealing,  decorous 
manners,  and  decent  drefs  of  the 
native  fProteflants  of  Tanjore  de- 
jnonflrate  the  powerful  influence 
£nd  peculiar  excellence  of  the  Chrif* 


tian  religion.  It  ought  however 
to  be  obferved,  that  the  Bible 
when  the  reading  of  it  becomes  ge¬ 
neral,  has  nearly  the  fame  effect  on 
the  poor  of  every  place. 

When  the  Syrian  ChritUans  un¬ 
derflood  that  the  propofed  Malay  - 
alim  tranflation  was  to  accord  with 
the  Englifh  Bible,  they  defired  to 
know  on  what  authorities  our  tran¬ 
flation  had  been  made  ;  alledging 
that  they  themfelves  poffefled  a 
verfion  of  undoubted  antiquity, 
namely,  that  ufed  by  the  firft 
Chriftians  at  Antioch  ;  and  that 
they  could  not  depart  from  the 
reading  of  that  verfion.  This  ob- 
fervation  led  to  the  invefligation 
of  the  antient  Syro-Chaldaic  ma- 
nuferipts  in  Malay  ala  ;  and  the 
enquiry  has  been  fuccefsful  beyond 
any  expe&ation  that  could  have 
been  formed. 

It  had  been  commonly  fuppofed 
that  all  the  Syriac  manuferipts  had 
been  burned  by  the  Romifh  church, 
at  the  fynod  of  Udamper  near 
Cochin,  1599.  But  it  now  ap¬ 
pears  that  the  meft  valuable  manu¬ 
feripts  were  not  deftroyed.  The 
inquifitors  condemned  many  books 
to  the  flames  ;  but  they  faved  the 
Bible.  They  were  content  with 
ordering  that  the  Syriac  feriptures 
fhould  be  amended  agreeably  to 
the  reading  of  the  Vhlgate  of 
Rome.  And  thefe  emendations  ap¬ 
pear  in  black  ink  and  of  modern 
appearance,  though  made  in  1 599- 
Bat  many  Bibles  and  many  other 
books  were  not  produced  at  all. 
And  the  churches  >  in  the  moun¬ 
tains  remained  but  a  fhort  time 
fuhjeft  to  Romifh  dominion,  if 
indeed  they  can  be  faid  to  have 
been  at  any  time  fubjeft  to  it ;  for 
the  native  governments  have  ever 


#  Jt  is  well  known  that  the  natives  of  T?njore,  and  Travancore  can  write  down 
what  is  fpoken  deliberately,  without  lofing  one  word.  They  feldom  look  at  their 
<*l!as  wkil$  writing  $  Mi  <san  write  in  the  dark  with  fluency. 
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formed  a  barrier  between  the  iriqui- 
fition  at  Goa  and  the  Chriftians  in 
the  mountains. 

In  the  ads  of  the  Council  of 
Nice,  it  is  recorded  that  Joannes, 
Bifhop  of  India,  figned  his  name  at 
that  Council,  in  A.  D.  325.  This 
date  correfponds  with  the  Syrian 
year  636  ;  for  the  primitive  Syrian 
church  does  not  compute  time  from 
the  Chriftian  .era,  but  from  Alex¬ 
ander  the  Great.  The  Syriac  ver- 
fion  of  the  fcriptures  was  brought 
to  India,  according  to  the  belief  of 
the  Syrians,  before  the  year  636; 
and  they  alledge  that  their  copies 
have  ever  been  exad  tranfcripts  of 
that  verfion  without  known  error, 
through  every  age,  down  to  this 
day.  There  is  no  tradition  among 
them  of  the  churches  in  the  Sou¬ 
thern  mountains  having  ever  been 
deftroyed,  or  even  molefted.  Some 
of  their  prefent  copies  are  certainly 
of  antient  date.  Though  written 
On  a  ftrong  thick  paper  (like  that 
of  fome  MSS.  in  the  Britifh  Mu- 
feum,  commonly  called  Eaftern  pa¬ 
per)  the  ink  has,  in  feveral  places, 
eat  through  the  material  in  the 
cxad  form  of  the  letter.  In  other 
copies  where  the  ink  had  lefs  of 
a  corroding  quality,  it  has  fallen 
off,  and  left  a  dark  veftige  of  the 
letter,  faint  indeed,  but  not,  in  ge¬ 
neral,  illegible.  There  is  one  vo¬ 
lume  found  in  a  remote  church  of 
tfie  mountains,  which  merits  par¬ 
ticular  description.  It  contains  the 
Old  and  New  Teftaments,  engrafted 
on  ftrong  vellum,  in  large  folio, 
having  three  columns  in  the  page  ; 
and  is  written  with  beautiful  ac¬ 
curacy.  The  character  is  Eftran- 
gelo  Syriac ;  and  the  words  of 
every  book  are  numbered.  This 
yolume  is  illuminated,  but  not  af¬ 
ter  the  European  manner  ;  the  in¬ 
itial  letters  having  no  ornament* 
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Prefixed  to  each  book  there  are 
figures  of  principal  Scripture  cha. 
raders  (not  rudely  drawn)  the  co¬ 
lours  of  which  are  diftinguifhable  ; 
and  in  fome  places  the  enamel  ot 
the  gilding  is  prefer ved.  But  the 
volume  has  fuffered  injury  from 
time  or  negled,  fome  of  the  leaves 
being  almoft  entirely  decayed.  In 
certain  places  the  ink  has  been  to¬ 
tally  obliterated  from  the  page, 
and  has  left  the  parchment  in  its 
natural  whitenefs  ;  but  the  letters 
can,  in  general,  be  diftindly  tra¬ 
ced  from  the  imprefs  of  the  pen,  of 
from  the  partial  corrofion  of  the 
ink.  The  Syrian  church  affigns 
to  this  manufcript  a  high  antiquity  ; 
and  alledges  that  it  has  been  for 
fome  centuries  in  the  poflefljon  of 
their  bifhops,  and  that  it  was  in. 
duftrioufly  concealed  from  the  Ro. 
mifh  inquifition  in  1599.  But  its 
true  age  can  only  be  ascertained 
by  a  comparifon  with  old  manu- 
fcripts  in  Europe  of  a  fimilar  kind. 
On  the  margin  of  the  drawings  are 
fome  old  Roman  and  Greek  letters, 
the  form  of  which  may  lead  to  a 
conjedure  refpeding  the  age  in 
which  they  were  written.  This 
copy  of  the  fcriptures  has  admitted 
as  canonical  the  Epiftle  of  Clement  • 
in  which  refped  it  refembles  the 
Alexandrian  manufcript  ;  but  it  has 
omitted  the  Revelations;  that  book 
having  been  accounted  apocryphal 
by  fome  churches  during  a  certain 
period  in  the  early  ages.  The  order 
of  the  books  of  the  Old  and  NewTef- 
tament  differs  from  that  of  the  Eu¬ 
ropean  copies ;  this  copy  adhering 
lefs  to  unity  of  fubjed  in  the  ar¬ 
rangement,  than  to  chronological 
order.  The  very  firft  emendation 
of  the  Hebrew  text  propofed  by 
Dr.  Kennicot  (Gen.  iv.  8.)  is  to 
be  found  in  this  manufcript.  Th« 
difputed  paflage  in  1  John  v.  7.  is 
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not  to  be  found  in  it.  That  verfe 
is  interpolated  in  fome  other  copies 
in  black  ink,  by  theRomifh  church, 
in  1599. 

Thus  it  appears,  that  during  the 
dark  ages  of  Europe,  whilft  igno¬ 
rance  and  fu  per  (lit  ion  in  a  manner 
denied  the  fcriptures  to  the  reft  of 
the  world,  the  Bible  found  an  afy- 
lum  in  the  mountains  of  Malay¬ 
sia  ;  where  it  was  revered  and 
freely  read  by  upwards  of  an  hun¬ 
dred  churches  ;  and  that  it  has  been 
handed  down  to  the  prefent  time 
tinder  circumftances  fo  highly  fa¬ 
vourable  to  accurate  prefervarion, 
as  may  juftly  entitle  it  to  refpeft, 
irithe  collation  of  doubtful  readings 
of  the  facred  text. 

There  are  many  old  Syriac  ma- 
nufcripts,  befides  the  Bible,  which 
have  been  well  preferved  ;  for  the 
fynod  of  Udiamper  deftroyed  no 
volumes  but  thofe  which  treated  of 
religious  dodlrine,  or  church  fupre- 
macy.  Two  different  characters 
of  writing  appear  ever  to  have  been 
in  ufe  among  the  Syrian  Chriftians ; 
the  common  Syriac  and  Eftrangelo. 
The  oldeft  manufcripts  are  in  the 
Fftrangelo. 

But  there  are  other  antient  do¬ 
cuments  in  Malayala,  not  lefs  in- 
terefting  than  the  Syrian  manu¬ 
scripts.  The  old  Portuguefe  his¬ 
torians  relate,  that  foon  after  the 
arrival  of  their  countrymen  in  In¬ 
dia,  about  300  years  ago,  the  Sy¬ 
rian  archbifhop  of  Angamalee,  by 
name  Mar  Jacob,  depoftted  in  the 
Fort  of  Cochin,  for  fafe  cuftody, 
certain  Tablets  of  Brafs,  on  which 
were  engraved  rights  of  nohiliry 
and  other  privileges,  granted  to  the 
Chriftians  by  a  Prince  of  a  former 
age  ;  and  that  while  thefe  tablets 
were  under  the  charge  of  the  Por¬ 
tuguefe,  they  had  been  unaccount¬ 
ably  loft,  and  had  never  after  been 


heard  of.  The  lofs  of  the  tablets 
was  deeply  regretted  by  the  Chrif¬ 
tians  ;  and  the  Portuguefe  writer 
Gouvea,  afcbribes  their  fubfequent 
oppreflion  by  the  native  powers,  to 
the  circumftance  of  their  being 
no  longer  able  to  produce  their 
charter.  It  is  not  generally  known 
that,  at  a  former  period,  the  Chrif¬ 
tians  poflefied  regal  power  in  Ma¬ 
layala.  The  name  of  their  laft 
king  was  Beiiarte.  He  died  with¬ 
out  iflue,  and  his  kingdom  defen¬ 
ded,  by  the  euftom  of  the  country, 
to  the  king  of  Cochin.  When 
Vafco  de  Gama  was  at  Cochin  in 
1503,  he  law  the  fceptre  of  the 
Chriftian  king. 

It  is  farther  recorded  by  the 
fame  hiftorians,that  befides  the  do¬ 
cuments  depoftted  with  the  Portu¬ 
guefe,  the  Chriftians  poftefled  three 
other  tablets  containing  antient 
grants,  which  they  kept  in  their 
own  cuftody  ;  and  that  thefe  were 
exhibited  to  the  Romifh  archbi- 
fhop  Menezes,  at  the  church  of 
Tevelecar  near  the  mountains,  in 
1599  ;  the  inhabitants  having  firft 
exacted  an  oath  from  the  archbifhop 
that  he  w'ould  not  remove  them. 
Since  that  period  little  has  been 
heard  of  the  tablets.  Though  they 
are  often  referred  to  in  the  Syrian 
writings,  the  trahflation  itfelf  has 
been  loft.  It  has  been  faid  that 
they  were  feen  about  forty  years 
ago.  But  Adrian  Moens,  a  go¬ 
vernor  of  Cochin  in  1770,  who 
publilhed  fome  account  of  the  Jews 
of  Malabar,  informs  us,  that  he 
ufed  every  means  in  his  power, 
for  many  years,  to  obtain  a  fight 
of  the  Chriftian  plates  ;  and  was 
at  length  fatisfied  that  they  were 
irrecoverably  loft,  or  rather,  he 
adds,  that  they  never  exifted. 

The  learned  world  wili  be  gra- 
tifitd  to  know,  that  all  thefe  am« 
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tient  tablets,  not  only  thelaft-men- 
tioned  three  exhibited  in  1599,  but 
thofe  alfo  (as  is  fuppofed)  delivered 
by  the  Syrian  archbilhop  to  the 
Portuguefe  on  their  arrival  in  India, 
which  are  the  moft  antient,  have 
been  recently  recovered  by  the 
exertions  of  Lieut.-col.  Macaulay, 
the  Britifti  refident  in  Travancore  ; 
and  are  now  officially  depolited 
with  that  officer. 

The  plates  are  fix  in  number. 
They  are  compofed  of  a  mixed  me¬ 
tal.  The  engraved  page  on  the 
largeft  plate  is  thirteen  inches  long, 
by  four  broad.  They  are  clofely 
written,  four  of  them  on  both  tides 
of  the  plate,  making  in  all  ele¬ 
ven  pages.  On  the  plate  repu¬ 
ted  to  be  the  oldeft,  there  is  writ¬ 
ing  perfpicuouily  engraved  in  nail¬ 
headed  or  triangular  headed  let  ters, 
refembling  the  Perfepolitan  or  Ba- 
bylonifh.  On  the  fame  plate  there 
is  writing  in  another  character, 
which  has  no  affinity  with  any 
exifting  charaHer  in  Hindoftan. 
The  grant  on  this  plate  appears  to 
be  witneffed  by  four  Jews  of  rank  ; 
whofe  names  are  diftin&ly  written 
in  an  old  Hebrew  character  refera- 
bling  the  alphabet  called  the  Pal¬ 
my  rene  ;  and  to  each  name  is  pre¬ 
fixed  the  title  of  ((  Magee,”  that 
is,  Chief. 

It  may  be  doubted,  whether 
there  exifts  in  the  world  another 
document  of  equal  antiquity,  which 
is,  at  the  fame  time  of  fo  great 
length,  and  in  fuch  faultlefs  prefer- 
vation,  as  the  Chriitian  tablets  in 
Malayala.  The  Jews  of  Cochin 
indeed  conteft  the  palm  of  antiquity 
and  of  prefervation  ;  for  they  alfo 
produce  tablets  containing  privi¬ 
leges  granted  at  a  remote  period. 
The  Jewifti  tablets  are  two  in 


number.  The  Jews  were  long  in 
poffeffion  of  a  third  plate,  which 
now  appears  to  be  the  property  of 
the  Chriftians,  The  Jews  com¬ 
monly  (hew  an  antient  Hebrew 
tranflation  of  their  plates.  Dr. 
Leyden’  made  another  tranflation, 
which  differs  from  the  Hebrew ; 
and  there  has  lately  been  found 
among  the  old  Dutch  records  at 
Cochin,  a  third  tranflation,  which 
approaches  nearer  to  Dr.  Leyden’s 
than  to  the  Hebrew.  In  a  Hebrew 
manufcript,  which  will  fliortly  be 
publiflied,  it  is  recorded  that  a 
grant  on  brafs  tables  was  given  to 
the  Jews  in  A.  D.  379. 

As  it  is  apprehended  that  there 
may  be  fome  difficulty  in  obtaining 
an  accurate  tranflation  of  ail  thefe 
tablets,  it  is  propofed  to  print  a 
copper-plate  fac-flmile  of  the  whole, 
and  to  tranfmit  copies  to  thelearned 
focie)ties  in  Hindoftan  and  in  Eu¬ 
rope.  For  this  purpofe  an  en¬ 
graver  is  now  employed  on  the 
plates,  at  Cochin.  The  Chriftian 
and  Jewfli  plates  together  will 
make  fourteen  pages.  A  copy  has 
been  fent,  in  the  firft  inftance,  to 
the  Pundits  of  the  Shanfcrits  college 
at  Trichiur,  by  direction  of  the 
Raiah  of  Cochin. 

•j 

When  the  white  Jews  of  Cochin 
were  queltioned  refpedUng  the  an¬ 
tient  copies  of  their  Scriptures,  they 
anfwered  that  it  had  been  ufual  to 
bury  the  old  copy  read  in  the  Syna¬ 
gogue,  when  decayed  by  time  and 
ufe.  This  however  does  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  been  the  practice  of 
the  black  Jews,  who  were  the  firft 
fe filers ;  for  in  the  record  chefts 
of  their  Synagogues,  old  copies  of 
the  law  have  been  difcovered,  fome 
of  which  are  complete,  and  for  the 
moft  part  legible.  Neither  coul4 
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the  jews  of  Cochin  produce  any 
Itiftoricai  manuscripts  of  confe¬ 
rence  j  their  vicinity  to  the  fea- 
coaft  having  expofed  their  commu¬ 
nity  to  frequent  revolution.  But 
many  old  writings  have  been  found 
at  the  remote  Synagogues  of  their 
gntient  enemies  the  black  jews, 
fi  uated  at  Tritoor,  Paroor,  Che- 
notta,  and  Maleh ;  the  laft  of 
which  places  is  near  the  moun¬ 
tains.  Amongft  thefe  writings 
are  fome  of  great  length  in  Rab¬ 
binical  Hebrew,  but  in  fo  ant  lent 
and  uncommon  a  character,  that 
it  will  require  much  time  and  la¬ 
bour  to  afcertain  their  contents. 
There  is  one  manufcript  written 
in  a  character  refembling  the  Pal¬ 
myrene  Hebrew  on  the  brafs  plates. 
But  it  is  in  a  decayed  Hate,  and  the 
leaves  adhere  fo  clofely  to  each 
other,  that  it  is  doubtful  whether 
it  will  be  poftible  to  unfold  them 
and  prefer ve  the  reading. 

It  was  fofjciently  eftablilhed  by 
the  concurring  evidence  of  written 
record  and  Jewifh  tradition,  that 
the  black  Jews  had  colonized  on 
the  coafts.  of  India,  long  before^ 
the  C  hr  it!  i  an  sera.  There  was 
another  colony  at  Rajapoor  in  the 
Mahraita  territory,  which  is  not 
yet  extindl,  and  there  are  at  this 
time  Jewifh  foldiers  and  Jewifh 
native  officers  in  the  Britifh  fervice. 
That  thefe  are  a  remnant  of  the 
jews  of  the  firft  difpe-rfion  at  the 
JBabylonilh  captivity,  feems  highly 
probable.  There  are  many  other 
tribes  fettled  in  Perlia,  Arabia, 
Northern  India,  Tartary,  and  Chi¬ 
na  ;  whole  refpedtive  places  of  re- 
fidence  may  be  eafily  difeovered. 
The  places  which  have  been  alrea^ 
dy  afeertained  are  65  in  number. 
Thefe  tribes  have  in  general  (par¬ 
ticularly  thofe  who  have  palled  the 


Indus)  affimilated  much  to  the  euf- 
toms  of  the  countries  in  which  they 
live  ;  and  may  fometimes  be  feen 
by  a  traveller,  without  being  re¬ 
cognized  as  Jews.  The  very  im¬ 
perfect  refemblance  of  their  counte¬ 
nance  to  the  jews  of  Europe,  indi¬ 
cates  that  they  have  been  detached 
from  the  parent  ftock  in  Judea 
many  ages  before  the  race  of  Jews 
in  the  Weft.  A  faft  corroborative 
of  this  is,  that  certain  of  thefe 
tribes  do  not  call  themfelves  Jews, 
but  Beni-Ifrael  or  Ifraelites,  For 
the  name  “  Jew5’  is  derived  from 
Judah  ;  whereas  the  anceftors  of 
thofe  tribes  were  not  fubjedt  to  the 
king  of  Judah,  but  to  the  kings  of 
Ifrael.  They  have,  in  molt  places, 
the  book  of  the  Law,  the  book  of 
Job,  and  the  Pfalms ;  but  know 
little  of  the  Prophets.  Some  of 
them  have  even  loft  the  book  of 
the  Law,  and  only  know  that  they 
are  Ifraelites  from  tradition,  and 
from  their  obfer vance  of  peculiar 
rites. 

A  copy  of  the  Scriptures  be- 
longing  to  Jews  of  the  Eaft,  who 
might  be  fuppofed  to  have  no 
communication  with  Jews  of  the 
Weft,  has  been  long  a  defideratum 
with  the  Hebrew  fcholar.  In 
the  coffer  of  a  fynagogue  of  the 
black  Jews  in  the  interior  of  Ma- 
layala,  there  has  been  found  an 
old  copy  of  the  law  written  an  a 
roll  of  leather.  The  Ikins  are  fewed 
together,  and  the  roll  is  about  fifty 
feet  in  length.  It  is  in  fome  place* 
worn  out,  and  the  holes  have  been 
patched  with  pieces  of  parchment. 
-—Some  of  the  jews  fuppofe  that 
this  roll  came  originally  from  Senna 
in  Arabia  ;  others  have  heard  that 
it  was  brought  from  Calbmir. 
The  Cabul  Jews,  who  travel  an¬ 
nually  into  the  interior  of  China, 
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Jay  that  in  fome  fynagogues  the 
law  is  ftill  found  written  on  a  roll 
of  leather  ;  not  on  vellum,  but  on  a 
foft  flexible  leather,  made  of  goat's 
flcins,  and  dyed  red ;  which  agrees 
with  the  defcription  of  the  roll 
above-mentioned. 

Such  of  the  Syriac  and  Jewifh 
manufcripts  as  may,  on  examina¬ 
tion,  be  found  to  be  valuable,  will 
be  depofited  in  the  public  libraries 
of  the  Britifh  Univerfities. 

The  Prin  ces  of  the  Deccan  have 
manifefted  a  liberal  regard  for  the 
extention  of  Shanfcrit  learning, 
by  furnifliing  lifls  of  the  books  in 
their  temples  for  the  college  of  Fort 
William  in  Bengal.  His  excellen¬ 
cy  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore  was  pleafed 
to  fet  the  example,  by  giving  the 
voluminous  catalogue  of  the  anti- 
ent  library  of  the  kings  of  Tanjore. 
And  his  example  has  been  followed 
by  the  Ranny  of  Ramnad,  patro- 
nefs  of  the  celebrated  temple  of 
Ramifleram,  near  Adam's  bridge  ; 
by  his  highnefs  the  Rajah  of  Tra- 
vancore,  who  has  given  lifts  of  all  the 
books  in  the  Travancore  country  ; 
and  by  the  Rajah  of  Cochin,  patron 
of  the  antient  Shanfcrit  college  at 
the  temple  of  Teichiur.  It  is  un« 
derftood  that  a  copy  of  any  book 
in  thefe  catalogues  will  be  given, 
when  required.  The  brahmins  of 
Travancore  confider  that  their  ma¬ 
nufcripts  are  likely  to  have  as  juft  a 
claim  to  high  aniquity,  or  at  lead 
to  accurate  prefervation,  as  thofe  in 
the  temples  in  the  North  ;  and  for 
the  fame  reafon  that  the  Chriftian 
and  the  Jewifh  records  have  been 
fo  well  preferved  ;  which  is,  that 
the  country  of  Travancore,  defen¬ 
ded  by  mountains,  has  never,  ac¬ 
cording  to  tradition.*  been  fubju. 
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gated  by  invaders  from  the  north 
of  Hindoftan. 

The  deflgn  of  inveftigating  the 
hiftory  and  literature  of  the  Chrif- 
tians  and  jews  in  the.  Eaft,  was 
fubmitted  to  the  Marquis  Wcllef- 
ley,  before  he  left  India.  His 
Lordfhip,  judging  it  to  be  of  im¬ 
portance  that  the  aftual  relation 
of  the  Syrian  chriftians  to  our  own 
church  Ihould  be  afcertained,  and 
auguring  fomething  interefting  to 
the  republic  of  letters  from  the 
inveftigation  of  the  Syriac  and 
Jewifh  antiquities,  was  pleafed  to 
give  orders,  that  public  aid  fhould 
be  afforded  to  Dr.  Buchanan  in  the 
profecution  of  his  inquiries,  where 
ever  it  might  be  practicable.  To 
the  operation  of  thefe  orders  it  is 
owing,  that  the  propofed  refear- 
ches,  of  which  fome  flight  notices 
are  given  above,  have  not  been 
made  in  vain. 

CocHIH,  Ja?iuary ,  1807. 

Account  of  the  Go  alas  or  Coajukeepers 
in  Mad ighefchy . 

(F  rom  Dr.  Francis  Buchanan* s  Jour* 
■ney  through  Myfore,  Canara ,  and 
Malabar.) 

IN  this  country  the  CaduGoalasf 
or  Goalaru,  are  thofe  who  breed 
cattle.  Their  families  live  in  fmall 
villages  near  the  fkirts  of  thewoods, 
where  theycultivate  alittle  ground* 
and  keep  fome  of  their  cattle,  fel¬ 
ling  in  the  towns  the  produce  of 
the  dairy.  Their  families  are  very 
numerous,  feven  or  eight  young 
men  in  each  being  common.  Two 
or  three  of  thefe  attend  the  flocks 
in  the  woods,  while  the  remainder 
cultivate  their  fields,  and  fupply 
the  towns  with  fire-wood,  and 
with  ftraw  for  thatch.  Some  of 

them 
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them  alfo  hire  themfelves  to  the 
farmers  as  fervants.  They  are 
a  very  dirty  people,  much  worfe 
than  even  the  generality  of  the 
people  of  Karnata  ;  for  they  wear 
no  eloathing  but  a  blanket,  and 
generally  fleep  among  the  cattle  j 
which  joined  to  a  warm  climate, 
and  rare  ablutions,  with  vermin, 
itch,  ring-worms,  and  other  cu¬ 
taneous  diforderSj,  render  them 
very  offenfive. 

In  criminal  matters  relating  to 
call,  the  Goalas  are  under  the  jurif- 
didion  of  a  renter,  who  in  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  Karnata  is  called  Beny 
Chavadi,  or  in  the  MufTulman  di¬ 
aled  M ufc a  Chavadi,  which  fig- 
nifies  the  head  of  the  butter-office. 
He  refides  at  the  capital,  and  pays 
to  government  an  annual  revenue. 
He  goes  to  every  village  where 
any  regular  families  of  Goalas  are 
eftablifhed,  and  from  each  levies 
the  tax  which  they  pay  to  govern¬ 
ment  for  liberty  to  pafture  their 
Socks  on  its  property.  In  this 
neighbourhood,  every  family,  whe¬ 
ther  it  confifts  of  many  perfons  or  of 
few,  or  whether  it  be  rich  or  poor, 
pays  the  fame  tax  ;  which  is  in¬ 
deed  a  mere  trifle,  being  only  fix 
fanams,  or  about  4s.  a  year.  For 
this  fmall  fum  they  are  exempted 
from  any  tax  or  rent  for  grafs,  and 
may  feed  their  cattle  in  whatever 
woods  they  pleafe.  In  fome  vil¬ 
lages  there  is  often  only  one  family 
of  privileged  Goalas,  in  others  there 
are  two.  If  a  family  change  its 
place  of  abode,  it  muft  always  pay 
its  tax,  and  alfo  certain  dues  owing 
to  the  temples,  at  its  original  vil¬ 
lage.  The  fame  happens  to  the 
individuals  of  a  family,  which 
fbnietimes  may  occupy  ten  houfes ; 
the  whole  of  them,  wherever  fettled, 
.muft  fend  their  (hare  of  the.  tax  to 


the  head  of  the  family.  The  head 
man  of  the  family  is  generally  the 
eldeft  fon  of  the  laft  man  who  held 
the  office  ;  but,  in  cafe  of  his  being 
incapable,  from  ftupidity,  of  tranffi 
ading  bufmefs,  the  Beny  Chavadi 
appoints  an  ading  chief,  or  Ijyam- 
ana.  There  are  florae  Goalas,  who 
are  not  privileged,  nor  under  the 
authority  of  the  Beny  Chavadi, 
who  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of 
their  flocks  pay  a  rent  for  the  grafs 
to  the  Gydda  Cavila,  or  keeper  of 
the  foreft.  This  alfo  is  very  mb- 
derate  ;  100  cows  paying  annually 
five  fanams,  or  3s.  4d. 

The  Ijyamanas,  or  hereditary 
chiefs  of  Goala  families,  fettle  all 
difputes ;  but  the  Beny  Chavadi 
punifhes  all  tranfgreffions  againft: 
the  rules  of  cafl.  When  the 
flocks  of  any  family  have  perifhed, 
either  by  war  or  peflilence,  the  fuf- 
ferers  go  and  folicit  a  new  flock 
from  the  other  perfons  of  the  cafl, 
each  of  whom  will  give  a  beaft  or 
two  for  that  purpofe.  Should  they 
be  fo  unreafonable  as  to  refufe  this 
bounty,  the  Beny  Chavadi  will 
compel  them  to  affift  their  diflrefled 
neighbours. 

There  are  a  great  many  different 
races  of  Goalas,  with  whom  the 
Cadu  Goalas  neither  eat  nor  inter¬ 
marry.  Thefe  lafl  are  a  tribe  of 
Karnata ;  and  perfons,  who  con- 
fider  themfelves  as  of  any  rank, 
marry  into  fuch  families  only,  with 
the  purity  of  whofe  origin  they 
are  well  acquainted  ;  for  in  this 
tribe  there  is  a  very  numerous 
race  of  Cutigas,  or  baftards.  Wi¬ 
dows  who  prefer  diflgrace  to  celi¬ 
bacy,  and  women  who  commit 
adultery,  conned  themfelves  with 
the  baflard  race,  who  alfo  keep 
Hadras  or  concubines ;  a  pradice 
that  js  not  permitted  to  Goalas  of 
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&  phre  defcent,  Thefe,  however, 
may  keep  as  many  wives  as  they 
pleafe,  A  woman  who  is  incon¬ 
tinent  with  a  man  of  any  other  cad, 
is  inevitably  excommunicated.  If 
the  adultery  has  been  committed 
with  a  Goala,  (he  will  be  received 
as  aCutiga  j  and  both  the  man  who 
feduced  her,  and  her  hufband,  are 
lined  in  twelve  Fanams,  or  about 
Sse  The  Goalas  are  not  permitted 
to  drink  fpirituous  liquors,  nor  to 
eat  fifh,  or  hogs ;  but  they  may 
eat  Iheep,  goats,  deer,  and  fowls. 
They  bury  the  dead,  and  have  no 
knowledge  of  a  future  life,  except 
believing  that  thofe  who  die  un¬ 
married  will  become  Virigas,  whom 
they  worihip  in  the  ufual  manner* 
The  gods  peculiar  to  their  call  are, 
Jinjuppa  and  Ramuppa.  The  Brah¬ 
mans  lay,  that  the  former  is  the 
fame  with  Lechmana,  the  younger 
brother  of  Rama  ;  but  of  this  the 
Goalas  are  ignorant.  Thefe  poor 
people  have  a  fmall  temple,  con¬ 
taining  two  fhapelefs  hones ;  one  of 
which  they  call  Jinjuppa,  and  the 
other  Ramuppa.  The  Pujari,  or 
pried  is  a  Goala,  whole  office  is 
hereditary ;  but  who  intermarries 
with  the  laity.  Sacrifices  are  not 
offered  to  thefe  idols ;  they  are 
wordiipped  by  offerings  of  fruit, 
4Iowers/and  the  like.  There  is  a 
foreft  called  Gyddada  Mutraya, 
to  which  the  Goalas  repair,  and  fa- 
crifice  animals  to  Mutraya,  who  is 
reprefen  ted  by  the  fird  done  which 
the  votaries  find  in  a  convenient 
place.  On  this  occafion  there  is  a 
great  fead ;  and  any  Daferi  (re¬ 
ligious  mendicant)  that  attends 
obtains  the  head  of  the  facrifice, 
and  fome  bread.  They  facrifice 
alfo  to  the  goddefs  Marima.  Some 
©f  the  Cadu  Goalas  take  the  vow 
$>f  Differ i ;  but  none  of  them  can 
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either  read  or  write.  Their  Guru  is 
a  Sri  Vaifhnavam  Brahman;  but 
they  neither  know  his  name  nor 
where  he  lives.  He  comes  once 
in  two  or  three  years,  admonilh.es 
them  to  wear  the  mark  of  Vifhnu, 
and  gives  them  holy  water.  Each 
perfon  prefents  him  with  a  Fanam  ; 
and,  if  he  happens  to  be  prefent  at 
a  marriage,  he  gets  a  raeafure  of 
rice.  Although  thefe  people  call 
their  Guru  a  Brahman,  it  is  more 
probable  that  he  is  a  Vaifhnavam 
or  Satanana  ;  for  the  Panchanga, 
or  adrologer  of  the  village,  does 
not  aft  as  Purohitra  at  any  of  their 
ceremonies,  and  they  are  not  a 
tribe  that  can  claim  to  be  of  Sudra 
origin. 

The  race  of  oxen  in  this  country 
may  be  readily  didinguifhed  from 
the  European  fpecies,  by  the  fame 
marks  that  didinguilh  all  the  cattle 
of  India ;  namely,  by  a  hump  oii 
the  back  between  the  fhoulders,  by 
a  deep  undulated  dewlap,  and  by 
the  remarkable  declivity  of  the  os 
facrum.  But  the  cattle  of  the  fouth 
are  eafily  didinguifhed  from  thofe 
of  Bengal  by  the  podtion  of  the 
horns.  In  thofe  of  Bengal  the 
horns  project  forward,  and  form  a. 
confiderable  angle  with  the  fore* 
head;  whereas  in  thofe  of  thefouth 
the  horns  are  placed  nearly  in  the 
fame  line  with  the  os  fronds.  In 
this  breed  alfo,  the  prepuce  is  re¬ 
markably  large ;  and  vediges  of 
this  organ  are  often  vifible  in  fe¬ 
males  ;  but  this  is  not  a  condant 
mark. 

Of  this  fouthern  fpecies  there 
are  feveral  breeds  of  very  different 
qualities.  Above  the  Ghats,  how¬ 
ever,  two  breeds  are  mod  pre¬ 
valent.  The  one  is  a  fmall,  gentle, 
brown,  or  black  animal:  the  fe¬ 
males  are  kept  in  the  villages  for 
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giving  milk,  and  the  oxen  are 
ihofe  chiefly  employed  in  the 
plough ;  their  fhort  thick  make 
enabling  them  to  labour  eafily  in 
the  {mail  riee-plots,  which  are 
often  but  a  few  yards  in  length. 
This  breed  feems  to  owe  its  de¬ 
generacy  to  a  want  of  proper  bulls. 
As  each  perfon  in  the  village  keeps 
only  two  or  three  cows  for  fupply- 
ing  his  own  family  with  milk,  it  is 
aot  an  objed:  with  any  one  to  keep 
a  proper  bull ;  and  as  the  males 
are  not  emafculated  until  three 
years  old,  and  are  not  kept  feparate 
from  the  cows,  thefe  are  impreg¬ 
nated  without  any  attention  to  im¬ 
provement,  or  even  to  prevent  de¬ 
generacy.  Wealthy  farmers,  how¬ 
ever,  who  are  anxious  to  improve 
their  Hock,  fend  fome  cows  to  be 
kept  in  the  folds  of  the  large  kind, 
and  to  breed  from  good  bulls. 
The  cows  fprung  from  thefe  always 
remain  at  the  fold,  and  in  the  third 
Generation  lofe  all  marks  of  their 

O 

parents  degeneracy.  The  males 
are  brought  home  for  labour,  efpe- 
cially  in  drawing  water  by  the 
Capily  ;  and  about  every  village 
may  be  perceived  all  kinds  of  in¬ 
termediate  mongrels  between  the 
two  breeds. 

In  the  morning,  the  village  cows 
are  milked,  and  are  then  colle&ed 
in  a  body,  on  the  outfide  of  the 
wall,  with  all  the  buffaloes  and  oxen 
that  are  not  employed  in  labour. 
About  eight  or  nine  in  the  morning 
the  village  herdfrnan,  attended  by 
Come  boys  or  girls,  drives  them  to 
the  paflure.  If  the  flock  exceeds 
120,  two  herdfmen  muft  be  kept, 
and  their  herds  go  in  different  di¬ 
rections.  The  paftures  are  fueh~ 
wafte  lands  as  are  not  more  than 
two  miles  diflant  from  the  village, 
and  are  in  general  poor  ;  the  tufts 
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of  grafs  are  but  thinly  fcattered,, 
and  the  bare  foil  occupies  the  greater 
fpace.  This  grafs,  however,  feems 
to  be  of  a  very  nourifhing  quality, 
aud  the  moft  common  fpecies  is  the 
Andropogon  Martini,  of  Dr.  Rox¬ 
burgh’s  manuferipts.  At  neon,  and 
at  four  o’clock,  they  are  driven  to 
water,  to  raife  which  the  Capily  is 
often  employed.  At  fun-fet  they 
are  brought  home ;  and  in  the 
rainy  feafbn  the  cow-houfe  is  fmo- 
ked,  to  keep  away  the  flies.  In  the 
back  yard  of  every  houfe  ftands  a 
large  earthen  pot,  in  which  the 
water  ufed  for  boiling  the  grain 
confumed  by  the  family  is  collected; 
and  to  this  are  added  the  remains 
of  curdled  milk,  of  puddings,  and 
a  little' flour,  oil-cake,  or  cotton 
feed.  This  water  becomes  very 
four,  and  is  given  as  a  drink  to  the 
cows  in  the  evening,  when  they 
arfe  again  milked.  At  night,  in 
the  rainy  feafon,  the  cattle  get  cut 
grafs,  which  is  collected  in  the 
woods,  and  about  road  fides :  this 
laft  is  the  moft  nutritious,  the  very 
fucculent  roots  being  cut  u'p  with 
the  leaves,  and  the  fituation  pre» 
venting  the  harlh  Items  from  grow* 
ing.  In  dry  weather  the  cattle  at 
night  have  ftraw.  Thofe  who  can 
afford  it,  chiefly  Brahmans,  give 
their  milch -cows  cotton  feed  and 
A  vary.  The  working  cattle  ought 
to  have  Horfe-gram.  After  the 
milk  for  the  family  has  been  taken, 
the  calves  are  allowed  to  fuck ; 
and  unlefs  they  be  prefent,  as  is 
ufual  with  all  the  Indian  race  of 
cattle,  the  cows  will  give  no  milk. 
The  cows  here  go  nine  months 
with  calf,  begin  to  breed  at  three 
years  of  age,  and  continue  until 
fifteen  years  old.  They  breed 
l  one  a  year,  but  give  milk  for  fix 
months  only.  A  good  cow  of  the 
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Village  kind  gives  twice  a  day 
from  four  to  fix  Cucha  Seers*  or 
from  about  to  jJ  pints*  ale 
meafure. 

The  cattle  of  the  other  breed  are 
very  fierce  toftrangers,  and  nobody 
can  approach  the  herd  with  fafety, 
unlefs  he  be  furrounded  by  Goalas, 
to  whom  they  are  very  tradable ; 
and  the  whole  herd  follows,  like 
dogs,  the  man  who  conducts  it  to 
pafture.  The  bulls  and  cows  of 
this  breed  never  enter  a  houfe;  but 
at  night  are  (hut  up  in  folds,  which 
are  ftrongly  fortified  with  thorny 
bulhes,  to  defend  the  cattle  from 
tygers.  At  five  years  old  the  oxen 
are  fold,  and  continue  to  labour  for 
twelve  years.  Being  very  long  in 
the  body,  and  capable  of  travelling 
far  on  little  nourifhment,  the  mer¬ 
chants  purchafe  all  the  belt  for  car¬ 
riage.  To  break  in  one  of  them 
requires  three  months  labour,  and 
many  of  them  continue  always  very 
unruly.  The  bulls  and  cows  were 
fo  reftlefs,  that,  even  with  the  af- 
fiftance  of  the  Goalas,  I  could  not 
get  them  meafured ;  but  the  diinen^ 
fions  of  a  middle  fized  ox  were  as 
follows  :  from  the  nofe  to  the  root 
of  the  horn,  21  inches^  From  the 
root  of  the  horn  to  the  higheft  part 
of  the  hump,  30  inches.  From  the 
height  of  the  hump  to  the  projed- 
ing  part  of  the  olTa  ifehia,  4^ 
inches.  From  the  hump  to  the 
ground,  46  inches.  From  the  top 
of  the  hip-bones  to  the  ground,  5 1 
inches. 

The  cows  of  this  breed  are  pure 
white  ;  but  the  bulls  have  gene¬ 
rally  an  admixture  of  black  on  the 
neck  and  hind-quarters.  Thefe 
cattle  are  more  fubjed  to  the  dif- 
eafe  than  the  cattle  living  in  vil¬ 
lages;  and  once  in  three  years  an 
epidemic  generally  prevails  among 
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them.  It  is  reckoned  fevere  when 
one-third  of  a  man’s  ftoek  perilhes, 
although  fometimes  the  whole  is 
loft ;  but  in  general,  as  all  the 
cows  are  referved  for  breeding, 
the  lofs  occafioned  by  one  epidemic 
is  made  up  before  another  comes. 

Thefe  cattle  are  entirely  managed 
by  Goalas  ;  and  fome  of  thefe  peo¬ 
ple  have  a  confiderable  property 
of  this  kind  :  but  the  greater  part 
of  thefe  breeding  flocks  belong  to 
the  rich  inhabitants  of  towns  and 
villages,  who  hire  the  Goalas  to 
take  care  of  them  ;  and,  for  the 
advantage  of  better  bulls,  fend  to 
the  fold  all  their  ipare  cows  of  the 
village  breed.  In  procuring  bulls 
of  a  good  kind,  fome  expence  is 
incurred;  for  the  price  given  for 
them  is  from  10  to  20  pagodas 
(3I.  7s.  id.  to  61.  145.  2d.)  while 
from  8  to  15  pagodas  is  the  price 
of  an  ox  of  this  kind.  Care  is 
taken  to  emafculate  all  the  young 
males  that  are  not  intended  for 
breeding,  before  they  can  injure 
the  flock. 

The  Goalas  live  in  huts  near  the 
fmall  villages,  in  parts  of  the  coun¬ 
try  that  contain  much  uncultivated 
land,  and  are  furrounded  by  the 
folds  in  which  they  always  keep 
as  many  cattle  as  will  cultivate  a 
little  land,  and  as  the  pafture  near 
the  place  will  maintain.  But  as 
local  failures  of  rain  frequently 
occafion  a  want  of  forage  near  their 
huts,  fome  of  the  men  drive  their 
flocks  to  other  places  where  the 
feafon  has  been  more  favourable* 
and  either  take  up  their  abode  near 
the  huts  of  fome  other  Goalas, 
giving  them  the  dung  of  their  fold.- 
for  the  trouble  which  they  occafion* 
or  live  in  the  midft  of  woods,  in. 
places  where  the  fmall  refervoirs, 
called  cuitays,  have  been  formed  to 
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fupply  their  cattle  with  water.  All 
the  breeding  and  young  cattle,  with 
all  the  fheep  and  goats,  are  carried 
on  thefe  expeditions  ;  1  ut  a  few  la¬ 
bouring  cattle  and  the  buffaloes  are 
left  at  home  in  charge  of  the  wo¬ 
men,  and  of  the  men  who  can  be 
fpared  from  accompanying  the 
flocks.  During  the  whole  time  that 
they  are  abfent  the  Goalas  never 
fleep  in  a  hut ;  but  wrapped  up  in 
their  blankets,  and  accompanied 
by  their  dogs,  they  lie  .down 
among  the  cattle  within  the  folds, 
where  all  night  they  burn  fires  to 
keep  away  the  tygers.  This, 
however,  is  not  always  fufficient ; 
and  thefe  ferocious  animals  fome- 
times  break  through  the  fence,  and 
kill  or  wound  the  cattle.  The 
men  have  no  fire  arms,  the  report 
of  which  would  terrify  the  cattle; 
and  for  driving  away  the  tyger, 
they  trull  to  the  noife  which  they 
and  their  dogs  make.  They  are 
alfo  much  diflrefied  by  robbers, 
who  kill  or  carry  away  the  fheep 
and  goats ;  but  unlefs  it  be  a  nu¬ 
merous  rabble  that  call  themfelves 
the  army  of  a  Poly  gar,  no  thieves 
can  annoy  their  black  cattle ;  for 
thefe  are  too  unruly  ro  be  driven 
by  any  perfons  but  their  keepers  ; 
and  the  moll  hardened  villain  would 
not  dare  to  {laughter  an  animal  of 
this  facred  fpecies. 

Exclufive  of  the  Buffaloes,  which 
are  managed  as  I  have  deferibed 
at  Seringapatam,  the  cattle  of  the 
Goalas  have  nothing  to  eat,  except 
what  they  pick  up  in  the  walles. 
The  cows  and  fheep  eat  grafs,  and 
the  goats  the  leaves  of  every  kind 
of  tree,  bufh,  or  climber,  thofe  of 
the  Periploca  e?;utica  W:  excepted. 
Each  kind  o!  cattle  mull  have  a 
feparate  fold.  From  this,  when  at 
a  di fiance  from  home,  they  are  dri¬ 


ven  out  at  fun- rife,  as  then  the 
calves  ger  all  the  milk,  except  a 
little  ufed  by  the  herdfman ;  but 
near  the  village  the  cows  are  milked 
every  morning  :  and  this  operation, 
which  is  performed  by  the  men, 
takes  up  two  hours,  From  each 
about  2  Seers,  or  pint,  only  are 
taken.  They  are  indeed  mlferably 
lean,  and  at  twenty  yards  diflance 
their  ribs  may  be  diflinhfly  counted. 
Their  cattle  are  once  a  day  con¬ 
ducted  to  the  water :  and  the  calves, 
after  they  are  a  month  old,  follow 
their  mothers  to  paflure  :  before 
that  they  remain  in  the  fold,  under 
the  charge  of  the  man  who  cooks. 

When  a  rich  man  fends  a  flock 
of  a  hundred  cows  under  the  care  of 
the  Goalas,  he  allows  wages  for 
two  men,  each  of  whom  has  annu¬ 
ally  6o  Fanams,  with  a  blanket  and 
pair  of  flioes  ;  in  all,  worth  about 
2 1.  5s.  id. ;  and  when  they  come 
on  bufinefs  to  their  mallet’s  houfe 
they  get  their  victuals.  For  grafs 
he  pays  alfo  five  Fanams  a  year  to 
the  keeper  of  the  foreft.  Thefe 
{3s.  4d,)  with  the  two  men’s  wages, 
making  in  all  4I.  13s.  2d.  are  the 
whole  of  his  annual  expence.  The 
profits,  when  no  difaller  happens, 
will  be  1  for  Ghee,  or  boiled  butter, 
8  Pagodas ;  for  four  curds,  butter¬ 
milk,  &c.  4  Pagodas,;  for  23 
three  year-old  bullocks  60  Pagodas; 
in  all  72  Pagodas,  or  720  Fanams, 
or  24I.  3s.  6d. :  from  this  deduCfc 
the  expence,  and  there  will  remain 
19I.  10s.  as  the  gain  upon  the  ori¬ 
ginal  flock,  which  may  be  eflimated 
at  150  Pagodas  for  the  100  cows, 
and  30  Pagodas  for  the  two  bulls  ; 
in  all,  1300  Fanams,  or  43I.  13s, 
which  is  almofi  45  per  cent,  an¬ 
nually  on  the  original  value  of  the 
flock. 

The  Goalas 
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aad  Maykays,  or  fheep  and  goats. 
Thefe  always  accompany  them  in 
their  expeditions ;  and  even  thole 
who  are  fervants  to  the  rich  men 
generally  carry  with  them  flocks 
of  fheep  and  goats,  or  are  accom¬ 
panied  by  fome  men  poflelfed  of 
that  ftock ;  fo  that  left  than  four 
men  never  go  together.  The  fheep 
are  more  fubjedl  to  the  difeafe  than 
the  cows,  and  the  goats  ftili  more 
fo  than  the  fheep.  A  flock  of  a 
hundred  fraall  cattle  requires  the 
attendance  of  two  men,  and  two 
dogs ;  and  thefe  have  more  profit 
from  their  own  fmall  herd,  than 
the  men  who  ferve  the  rich  to  take 
care  of  cows.  This  they  acknow¬ 
ledge  themfelves ;  yet  they  will 
only  allow  the  profits  of  the  ioo 
goats  to  amount  to  too  Fanams  a 
year ;  that  is  to  fay,  So  Fanams 
for  30  three-year-old  males,  and 
20  Fanams  for  boiled  butter.  They 
eat  the  old  females,  and  give  the 
keeper  of  the  foreft  two  males  for 
every  hundred,  in  order  to  obtain 
h’s  permifiion  to  cut  the  trees,  that 
the  goats  may  procure  leaves. 

A  Goala,  that  is  reckoned  rich, 
will  have  200  cows,  30  female 
buffaloes,  co  ewes,  and  100  fhe- 
goats  ;  and  will  keep  as  many  la¬ 
bouring  oxen  as  will  work  three 
ploughs.  Such  a  man,  Trimula 
Nay  aka  fays,  befides  paying  rent, 
and  finding  his  family  in  provifions, 
will  annually  make  100  Pagodas, 
or  33I.  10s.  iod.  His  clothing, 
being  a  blanket,  cofts  a  mere  trifle; 
and  part  of  the  money  he  expends 
in  the  marriages  of  the  younger 
branches  of  the  family,  and  in  re¬ 
ligious  ceremonies ;  the  remainder 
is  in  general  buried,  and  a  great 
deal  of  money  is  in  this  way  loft  ; 
as  when  the  men  get  old  and  ftupid, 
they  forget  where  their  treafures 
Vot,  XLIX,  or  You  VII.  Ns 


are  hidden,  and  fometimes  die 
without  divulging  the  fecret. 

The  farmers  alfo  keep  fmall 
flocks  of  goats  arid  fheep,  which 
are  lent,  under  the  charge  of  a  boy, 
to  the  pallures  near  the  village.  In 
the  evening  they  are  brought  home ; 
when  the  goats  are  taken  into  th© 
houfe,  and  the  (beep  are  folded  oa 
the  field  of  their  proprietor. 

The  cattle  in  this  country,  as  I 
have  already  mentioned,  are  milked 
by  the  men,  who  carry  the  produce 
home  to  the  women  ;  for  they  pre¬ 
pare  the  butter.  The  milk,  on  its 
arrival,  is  immediately  boiled  for 
at  leaft  one  hour  ;  but  two  or  three 
hours  are  reckoned  better.  The 
earthen  pots,  in  which  this  is  done, 
are  in  general  fo  nafty,  that  after 
this  operation  no  part  of  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  dairy  is  tolerable  to  an 
European  ;  and  whatever  they  ufe, 
their  own  fervants  muft  prepare. 
The  natives  never  ufe  raw  milk* 
alleging  that  it  has  no  flavour. 
The  boiled  milk,  that  the  family 
has  not  ufed,  is  allowed  to  cool  in 
the  fame  veflel ;  and  a  little  of  the 
former  day’s  tyre,  or  curdled  milk, 
is  added  to  promote  its  coagulation, 
and  the  acid  fermentation.  Next 
morning  it  has  become  tyre,  or  co¬ 
agulated  acid  milk.  From  the  top 
of  each  potful,  five  or  fix  inches  of 
the  tyre  are  taken,  and  put  into  an 
earthen  jar,  where  it  is  churned  by 
turning  round  in  it  a  fplit  bamboo,. 
This  is  done  very  expertly  by  a 
rope,  which,  like  that  of  a  turner's 
lathe,  is  palled  two  or  three  times 
round  the  bamboo,  and  a  quick 
motion  in  contrary  dire<£tions  ia 
given  by  pulling  firft  one  end  of 
the  rope,  and  then  the  other.  After 
half  an  hour’s  churning,  fome  hot 
water  is  added,  and  the  operation 
is  repeated  for  about  half  an  hou£ 
/Series,  *£e  mores 
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more;  when  the  butter  forms. 
The  natives  never  ufe  butter  ;  but 
prefer,  what  is  called  Ghee,  not 
only  as  that  keeps  better,  but  alfo 
as  it  has  more  tafle  and  fmell.  In 
order  to  collect  a  quantity  fufficient 
foF  making  Ghee,  the  butter  is 
often  kept  two  or  three  days;  and 
in  that  time  a  warm  climate  renders 
it  highly  rancid.  When  a  fufficient 
quantity  has  been  col  ledled,  it  is 
melted  in  an  earthen  pot,  and  boiled 
until  all  the  water  mixed  with  the 
butter  has  evaporated.  It  is  then 
taken  from  the  fire  ;  and,  for  what 
reafon  I  could  not  learn,  a  little 
tyre  and  fait,  or  betel-leaf  and 
reddle,  are  added.  It  is  kept  in 
pots,  has  a  very  flrong  fmell,  and 
is  bed  preferved  from  fpoiling  by 
a  little  tamarind  and  fait,  which  at 
any  rate  enter  into  the  difhes  of  all 
the  natives  that  can  attord  to  ufe 
Ghee.  It  is  eaten  when  even  a 
year  old.  Three  Pucka  Seers,  or 
252  rupees  weight  of  buffaloes 
milk,  give  100  rupees  weight  of 
Ghee  ;  the  fame  quantity  of  cow 
•md  buffalo  milk  mixed,  as  ufual, 
give  80  rupees  weight;  cow  milk 
alone  gives  60  rupees  weight,  and 
goat  milk  only  40  rupees  weight. 


Account  of  the  Cad ’  Curuharu  and 
Bctta  ;  tnjjo  1  ribes  of  India . 

(  From  the  fame •  J 

The  Cad’  Curubaru  are  a  rude 
tribe  of  Karnata,  who  are  exceed¬ 
ingly  poor  and  wretched.  In  the 
fields  near  villages  they  build  mi¬ 
le  table  low  huts,  have  a  few  rags 
only  for  covering,  and  the  hair  of 
both  iexes  ftands  out  matted  like  a 
mop,  and  fwarms  with  vermin.-—* 


Their  perfons  and  features  are  weak 
and  unfeemly,  and  their  complexion 
is  very  dark.  Some  of  them  hire 
themfelves  as  labouring  fervants  to 
the  farmers,  and,  like  thofe  of 
other  calls,  receive  monthly  wages. 
Others,  in  crop  feafon,  watch  the 
fields  at  night,  to  keep  off  the  ele¬ 
phants  and  wild  hogs.  Thefe  re¬ 
ceive  monthly  one  fanam  and  ten 
feers,  or  i-,3^  peck  of  ragy.  In 
the  intervals  between  crops,  they 
work  as  day  labourers,  or  go  into 
the  woods,  and  collect  the  roots  of 
wild  yams  (diofcoreas)  ;  part  of 
which  they  eat,  and  part  exchange 
with  the  farmers  for  grain.  Their 
manner  of  driving  away  the  ele¬ 
phant  is  by  running  againfl  him 
with  a  burning  torch  made  of  bam¬ 
boos.  The  animal  fometimes  turns, 
and  waits  till  the  Curubaru  comes 
clofe  up ;  but  thefe  poor  people, 
taught  by  experience,  pufh  boldly 
on,  and  dafh  their  torches  againil 
the  elephant’s  head,  who  never 
fails  to  take  immediate  flight. 
Should  their  courage  fail,  and 
fhoulcl  they  attempt  to  run  away, 
the  elephant  would  immediately 
purfue,  and  put  them  to  death. 
The  Curubaru  have  no  means  of 
killing  fo  large  an  animal,  and  on 
meeting  with  one  in  the  day-time, 
are  as  much  alarmed  as  any  other 
of  the  inhabitants.  During  the 
Sultan’s  reign  they  caught  a  few 
in  pit-falls.  The  wild  hogs  are 
driven  out  of  the  fields  by  flings; 
but  they  are  too  fierce  and  ftrong 
tor  the  Curubaru  to  kill.  Thefe 
poor  people  frequently  fuffer  from 
tigers,  againfl  which  their  wretch¬ 
ed  huts  are  a  poor  defence  ;  and, 
when  this  wild  bead  is  urged  by 
hunger,  he  is  regardlefs  of  their 
burning  torches.  Thefe  Curubaru 
have  dog?,  with  which  they  catch 
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deer,  antelopes,  and  hares ;  and 
they  have  the  art  of  taking  in 
fnarcs  peacocks,  and  other  efculent 
birds.  They  have  no  hereditary 
chiefs,  but  affemble  occafionally  to 
fettle  the  bufinefs  of  their  call. 
They  confine  their  marriages  to 
their  own  tribe.  The  Gauda,  or 
chief  man  of  the  village,  prefides 
at  this  ceremony,  which  confifts  of 
a  feaft.  During  this  the  bride¬ 
groom  efpoufes  his  miftrefs,  by  ty¬ 
ing  a  firing  of  beads  round  her 
neck.  The  men  are  allowed  to 
take  feveral  wives  ;  and  both  girls 
after  the  age  of  puberty,  and  wi¬ 
dows,  are  permitted  to  marry.  In 
cafe  of  adultery,  the  hufband  Hogs 
his  wife  feverely,  and,  if  he  be 
able,  beats  her  paramour.  If  he  be 
not  able,  he  applies  to  the  Gauda, 
who  does  it  for  him.  The  adul- 
trefs  has  then  her  choice  of  follow¬ 
ing  either  of  the  men  as  her  huf¬ 
band.  They  can  eat  every  thing 
except  beef ;  and  have  no  objec¬ 
tion  to  the  animal  having  died  a 
natural  death.  They  will  eat 
victuals  dreifed  by  any  of  the  far¬ 
mers,  but  would  not  touch  any  of 
my  proviilons.  They  do  not  drink 
foirituous  liquors.  None  of  them 
take  the  vow  of  Daferi,  nor  at¬ 
tempt  to  read.  Some  of  them 
burn,  and  others  bury  the  dead. 
They  believe  that  good  men, 
after  death,  will  become  benevolent 
De  vas,  and  bad  men  deftrudive 
De  vas.  A  good  man,  according 
to  them,  is  he  who  labours  pro¬ 
perly  at  his  bufinefs,  and  who  is 
kind  to  his  family.  The  whole 
are  offuch  known  honefty,  that  on 
all  occafions  they  are  entrufted  with 
provifions  by  the  farmers  ;  who 
are  perfuaded,  that  the  Curubaru 
would  rather  ftarve,  than  take  one 
grain  of  what  was  given  to  them 


in  charge.  They  have  no  Guru, 
nor  does  the  Panchanga,  or  any 
other  kind  of  prieft,  attend  any  of 
their  ceremonies.  The  fpirits  of 
the  dead  are  believed  to  appear  in 
dreams  to  their  old  people,  and  to 
dired  them  to  make  offerings  of 
fruits  to  a  female  deity  named  Bet- 
tada  Chicama  ;  that  is,  the  little 
mother  of  the  hill.  Unlefs  thefe 
offerings  are  made,  this  goddefs 
occafions  ficknefs ;  but  fhe  is  never 
fuppofed  to  do  her  votaries  any 
good.  She  is  not,  however,  ap¬ 
pealed  by  bloody  facrifices.  There 
is  a  temple  dedicated  to  her  near 
Nunjinagodu  ;  but  there  is  no  oc¬ 
casion  for  the  offering  being  made 
at  that  place. 

There  is  aifo  in  this  neighbour¬ 
hood  another  rude  tribe  of  Curu¬ 
baru,  called  Betta,  or  Malayas 
both  words  fignifying  mountain  • 
the  one  in  the  Karnata,  and  die 
other  in  the  Tamul  language* 
Their  dialed  is  a  mixture  of  thefe 
two  languages,  with  a  few  words 
that  are  confidered  a3  peculiar* 
probably  from  their  having  become 
obfolete  among  their  more  refined 
neighbours.  They  are  not  fo 
wretched  nor  ill  looking  as  the 
Cad5  Curubaru,  but  are  of  diminu¬ 
tive  ftature.  They  live  in  paor 
huts  near  the  villages,  and  the 
chief  employment  of  the  men  Is 
the  cutting  of  timber,  and  making 
of  bafkets.  With  a  fiiarp  ftick 
they  alfo  dig  up  fpots  of  ground  in 
the  fkirts  of  the  foreft,  and  fow 
them  with  ragy.  A  family  in 
this  manner  will  fow  nine  feers  of 
that  grain.  The  men  watch  at 
night  the  fields  of  the  farmers  ;  but 
are  not  fo  dexterous  at  this  as  the 
Cad’  Curubaru  are.  They  neither 
take  game,  nor  colled  wild  yams® 
The  women  hire  themfelves  to  la- 
#  Ee  a  hour 
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bour  for  the  farmers.  The  Betta 
Curubaru  have  an  hereditary  chief 
called  Ijyamana,  who  lives  at 
Friya-pattana.  With  the  affift- 
ance  of  a  council  of  three  or  four 
perfons,  he  fettles  difputes,  and 
punilhes  all  tranfgreffions  againrt 
the  rules  of  caft.  He  cart  levy 
fmall  fines,  and  can  expel  from  the 
caft  any  woman  that  cohabits  with 
a  ftrange  man.  In  this  tribe,  the 
concubines,  or  Culigas,  are  women 
that  prefer  another  man  to  their 
hufbandi  or  widows  who  do  not 
wilh  to  relinquifh  carnal  enjoy¬ 
ment.  Their  children  are  not  con- 
fidered  as  illegitimate.  If  a  man 
takes  away  another  perfon's  wife, 
to  keep  her  as  a  Cutiga,  he  rnuft  pay 
one  or  two  fanams  as  a  fine  to  the 
Ijyamana.  Girls  are  not  confi- 
dered  as  marriageable  until  after 
the  age  of  puberty,  a  cuftom  that 
by  the  higher  orders  is  confidered 
as  a  beaftly  depravity.  The  men 
may  take  feveral  wives,  but  never 
marry  a  woman  of  the  fame  family 
with  themfelves  in  the  male  line. 
The  Betta  Curubaru  never  intoxi¬ 
cate  themfelves  ;  but  are  permitted 
to  eat  every  kind  of  animal  food 
except  beef,  and  they  have  no  ob- 
jeflion  to  carrion.  They  never 
take  the  vow  of  Daferi,  and  none 
of  them  can  read.  Some  of  them 
burn,  and  others  bury  the  dead. 
They  underhand  nothing  of  a  fu¬ 
ture  hate.  The  god  of  the  caft  is 
Ejuruppa,  who  fee 01s  to  be^  the 
fame  with  Hanumanta,  the  fervant 
of  Raina;,bu*  they  never  pray  to 
this  laft  mentioned  deity,  although 
they  fometimes  addrefs  Siva.  To 
the  god  of  their  caft  they  offer  fruit, 
2nd  a  little  money :  they  never  fa- 
crifice  to  the  Saktis.  Their  Guru, 
they  fay,  is  of  the  caft  Wotimeru, 
and  from  their  defeription  would 


appear  to  be  of  thofe  people  called 
Satananas  He  gives  them  holy 
water,  and  confecrated  vi&uals, 
and  receives  their  charity.  At 
their  marriages,  he  reads  fomewhat 
in  a  language  which  they  do  not 
underhand. 


Account  of  the  Nairs* 

('From  the  fame .J 

The  Nair,  or  in  the  plural  the 
Naimar,  are  the  pure  Sudras  of 
Malayala,  and  all  pretend  to  be 
born  foldiers ;  but  they  are  of  va¬ 
rious  ranks  and  profeftions.  The 
higheft  in  rank  are  the  Kiriim,  or 
Kirit  Nairs.  On  all  public  oc- 
cafions  thefe  aft  as  cooks,  which 
among  Hindus  is  a  fure  mark  of 
tranfeendent  rank  ;  for  every  per- 
fon  can  eat  the  food  prepared  by  a 
perfon  of  higher  birth  than  himfelf. 
In  all  difputes  among  the  inferior 
orders,  an  affembly  of  four  Kiriims, 
with  fome  of  the  lower  orders,  en¬ 
deavour  to  adjuft  the  bufinefs.  If 
they  cannot  accompJifh  this  good 
end,  the  matter  ought  to  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  Namburis.  The  Kirk 
Naimar  fupport  themfelves  by  agri¬ 
culture,  or  by  afting  as  officers  of 
government,  or  accomptants.  They 
never  marry  a  woman  of  any  of 
the  lower  Nairs,  except  thofe  of 
the  Sudras,  or  Charnndu,  and  thefe 
very  rarely.  The  fecond  rank  of 
the  Nairs  are  called  Sudra,  al¬ 
though  the  whole  are  allowed,  and 
acknowledge  themfelves  to  be  of 
pure  Sudra  origin.  Thefe  Sudra 
Nairs  are  farmers,  officers  of  go¬ 
vernment,  and  accomptants.  Thev 
never  marry  any  girls  but  thofe  of 
their  own  rank  ;  but  their  women 
may  cohabit  with  anv  of  the  low 
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people,  without  lofing  call,  or  their 
children  being  difgraced.  The 
third  rank  of  Nairs  are  the  Char- 
nadu,  who  follow  the  fame  profef- 
fions  with  their  fuperiors.  The 
fourth  are  the  Villium,  or  Villiit 
Naimar,  who  carry  the  palanquins 
of  the  Namburis,  or  the  Rajas, 
and  of  the  perfons  on  whom  thefe 
chiefs  have  beftowed  the  privilege 
of  ufing  this  kind  of  conveyance  : 
they  are  alfo  farmers.  The  fifth 
rank  of  Nairs  are  the  Wattacata, 
or  oil-makers,  who  are  likewife 
farmers.  The  fixth  rank,  called 
Atticourchis,  are  rather  a  low  clafs 
of  people.  When  a  Nair  dies,  his 
relations,  as  ufual  among  the  Hin¬ 
dus,  are  for  fifteen  days  confidered 
unclean,  and  no  one  approaches 
them  but  the  Attacourchis,  who 
come  on  the  fifth,  tenth,  and  fif¬ 
teenth  days,  and  purify  them  by 
pouring  over  their  heads  a  mixture 
of  water,  milk,  and  cow's  urine  : 
the  Attacourchis  are  alfo  cultiva¬ 
tors.  The  feventh  in  rank  are  the 
Wuliacutra,  who  are  properly  bar¬ 
bers  ;  but  fome  of  thefe  alfo  culti¬ 
vate  the  ground.  The  eighth  rank 
are  the  Wullaterata,  or  wafhermen, 
of  whom  a  few  are  farmers.  The 
ninth  rank  is  formed  of  Tunar 
Naimar,  or  tailors.  The  tenth  are 
the  Andora,  or  pot-makers.  The 
eleventh  and  loweft  rank  are  the 
Taragon,  or  weavers ;  and  their 
title  (©  be  confidered  as  Naimar  is 
doubtful  ;  even  a  pot-maker  is 
obliged  to  walh  his  head,  and  pu¬ 
rify  himfelf  by  prayer,  if  he  be 
touched  by  a  weaver. 

The  men  of  the  three  higher 
claffes  are  allowed  to  eat  in  com¬ 
pany  ;  but  their  women,  and  both 
fexes  of  all  the  lower  ranks,  mull 
eat  only  with  thofi  of  their  own 
tank. 


Among  the  two  higheft  cl  a  fifes 
are  certain  perfons  of  a  fuperior 
dignity,  called  Nambirs.  Thefe 
were  originally  the  head  men  of 
Defams,  or  villages,  who  received 
this  title  from  an  afiembly  of  Nam¬ 
buris  and  Tamburans,  or  of  priefts 
and  princes  j  but  all  the  children 
of  Nambirs  fillers  are  called  by 
that  title,  and  are  confidered  as  of 
a  rank  higher  than  common. 

The  whole  of  thefe  Nairs  formed 
the  militia  of  Malayala,  directed 
by  the  Namburis,  and  governed  by 
the  Rajas.  Their  chief  delight  is 
in  arms  j  but  they  are  more  in¬ 
clined  to  ufe  them  for  afifaffination, 
or  furprife,  than  in  the  open  field. 
Their  fubrnifiion  to  their  fuperiors 
was  great ;  but  they  exacted  defe¬ 
rence  from  thofe  under  them  with 
a  cruelty,  and  arrogance,  rarely 
pra&ifed,  but  among  Hindus  in 
their  Hate  of  independence.  A 
Nair  was  expelled  inftantly  to  cut 
down  a  Tiar,  or  Mucua,  who  pre¬ 
fumed  to  defile  him  by  touching 
his  perfon ;  and  a  fimilar  fate 
awaited  a  Have,  who  did  not  turn 
out  of  the  road  as  a  Nair  palled. 

The  Nairs  have  no  Purohitas  $ 
but  at  all  their  ceremonies  the  El- 
leadu,  or  loweft  of  the  Namburis, 
attend  for  charity  (Dharma),  al¬ 
though  on  fuch  occafions  they  do 
not  read  prayers  (Mantrams)  nor 
portions  of  feripture  (Salt rams). 
The  Namburi  Brahmans  are  the 
Putteris  or  Gurus  of  the  Naimar, 
and  bellow  on  them  holy  water, 
and  afihes,  and  receive  their  Dana, 
and  other  kinds  of  charity. 

The  proper  deity  of  the  Naimar 
caft  is  Vifhnu;  but  they  wear  on 
their  foreheads  the  mark  of  Siva, 
They  olfer  frequent  bloody  facri- 
fices  to  Marima,  and  the  other 
Saktis,  in  whofe  temples  the  Nam- 
*  E  e  3  buris 
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burls  difdain  not  to  aft  as  prieds 
(Pujaris)  ;  but  th<^y  perform  no 
art  of  the  facrifices,  and.  decline 
eing  prefent  at  the  fhedding  of 
blood,  TheNairscan  very  gene¬ 
rally  read  and  write.  They  never 
prefume  to  read  portions  of  the 
writings  held  facred  (Saftrams;) 
but  have  feveral  legends  in  the 
vulgar  language.  They  burn  the 
dead,  and  fuppofe  that  good  men 
after  death  go  to  heaven,  while  bad 
men  will  fuffer  tranfmigration. 
Thofe,  who  have  been  charitable, 
that  is  to  fay,  have  given  money 
to  religious  mendicants,  will  be 
born  men  ;  while  thcfe,  who  have 
neglefted  this  greateft  of  Hindu 
virtues,  will  be  born  as  lower  ani¬ 
mals.  The  proper  road  to  heaven 
they  defcribe  as  follows.  The  vo¬ 
tary  muft  go  to  Kali,  and  then 
perform  the  ceremony  in  comme¬ 
moration  of  his  ancestors  at  Gya. 
He  is  then  to  take  up  fome  water 
from  the  Bhagirathi,  or  Ganges, 
and  pour  it  on  the  image  of  Siva  at 
Ramefwara.  After  this  he  muft 
viiit  the  principal  Kfhetras  and 
Tirthas,  or  places  of  pilgrimage, 
fuch  as  Jagarnat  and  Tripathi, 
and  there  he  muft  walh,  in  the  Puf- 
carunny,  or  pool  of  water  that 
fprung  forth  at  the  aftual  prefence 
of  the  god.  He  muft  always  fpeak 
truth,  and  give  much  charity  to 
learned  and  poor  Brahmans.  He 
muft  have  no  carnal  knowledge  of 
any  woman  but  his  wife,  which 
with  a  Nair  confines  him  to  a  total 
abftinen.ee  from  the  fex.  And 
Jaftly,  in  order  to  obtain  a  place  ip 
heaven,  the  votary  muft  very  fre¬ 
quently  fail  and  pray. 

The  Nairs  marry  before  they 
are  ten  years  of  age,  in  order  that 
the  girl  may  not  be  deflowered  by 
the  regular  operations  of  nature  , 


but  the  hufband  never  afterwards 
cohabits  with  his  wife.  Such  a  cir- 
cumftance,  indeed,  would  be  con- 
fidered  as  very  indecent.  He  al¬ 
lows  her  oil,  clothing,  ornaments, 
and  food  ;  but  fhe  lives  in  her  mo¬ 
ther’s  houfe,  or,  after  her  parent’s 
death,  with  her  brothers,  and  co¬ 
habits  with  any  perfon  fhe  choofes 
of  an  equal  or  higher  rank  than 
her  own.  If  detefted  in  bellowing 
her  favours  on  any  low  man,  fhe 
becomes  an  outcaft.  It  is  no  kind 
of  reflection  on  a  woman’s  cha¬ 
racter  to  lay,  that  Ihe  has  formed 
the  clofeft  intimacy  with  many 
perfons  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  Nair 
women  are  proud  of  reckoning 
among  their  favoured  lovers  many 
Brahmans,  Rajas,  or  other  per¬ 
fons  of  high  birth  :  it  would  not 
appear,  however,  that  this  want  of 
restraint  has  been  injurious  to  po¬ 
pulation.  When  a  lover  receives 
admiflion  into  a  houfe,  he  com¬ 
monly  gives  his  miftrefs  fome  or¬ 
naments,  and  her  mother  a  piece  of 
cloth;  but  thefe  prefects  are  never 
of  fuch  value,  as  to  give  room  for 
fuppofing  that  the  women  beftow 
their  favours  from  mercenary  mo¬ 
tives.  To  this  extraordinary 
manner  of  cond lifting  the  inter- 
courfe  between  the  fexes  in  Ma- 
layala,  may  perhaps  be  attributed 
the  total  want,  among  its  inha¬ 
bitants,  of  that  penurious  difpoli- 
tion  fo  common  among  other  Hin¬ 
dus.  All  the  young  people  vie 
with  each  other,  who  lhall  look 
bell,  and  who  lhall  fecure  the 
greateft  lhare  of  favour  from  the 
other  fex  ;  and  an  extraordinary 
thought leflhefs  concerning  the  fu¬ 
ture  means  of  fubfiilence  is  very 
prevalent.  A  Nair  man,  who  is 
detefted  in  fornicatipn  with  a 
Shanar  woman,  is  put  to  death, 
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and  the  woman  is  fold  to  the  Mo- 
plays.  If  he  have  conne&ion  with 
a  flave  girl,  both  are  put  to  death  ; 
a  molt  fhocking  injuftice  to  the 
female,  who,  in  cafe  of  refufal  to 
her  lord,  would  be  fubjed  to  all 
the  violence  of  an  enraged  and 
defpifed  mafter. 

In  confequence  of  this  ftrange 
manner  of  propagating  the  fpecies, 
no  Nair  knows  his  father ;  and 
every  man  looks  upon  his  fillers* 
children  as  his  heirs.  He,  indeed, 
looks  upon  them  with  the  fame 
fondnefs  that  fathers  in  other  parts 
of  the  world  have  for  their  own 
children;  and  he  would  be  confi- 
dered  as  an  unnatural  monfter  were 
he  to  fhow  fuch  figns  of  grief  at 
the  death  of  a  child,  which,  from 
long  cohabitation  and  love  with 
its  mother,  he  might  fuppofe  to  be 
his  own,  as  he  did  at  the  death  of 
a  child  of  his  filler.  A  man’s  mo¬ 
ther  manages  his  family  ;  and  after 
her  death  his  eldeft  filler  affumes 
the  direction.  Brothers  almolt  al¬ 
ways  live  under  the  fame  roof ; 
but,  if  one  of  the  family  feparates 
from  the  reft,  he  is  always  accom¬ 
panied  by  his  favourite  lifter.- — 
Even  eoufins,  to  the  mod  remote 
degree  of  kindred,  in  the  female 
line,  generally  live  together  in 
great  harmony ;  for  in  this  part  of 
the  country,  love,  jealoufy,  ordif- 
guft,  never  can  difturb  the  peace 
of  a  Nair  family.  A  man’s  move- 
able  property,  after  his  death,  is 
divided  equally  among  the  fons 
and  daughters  of  all  his  fillers.  His 
landed  eftate  is  managed  by  the 
eldeft  male  of  the  family  ;  but  each 
individual  has  a  right  to  a  {hare  of 
the  income.  In  cafe  of  the  eldeft 
male  being  unable,  from  infirmity 
or  incapacity,  to  manage  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  family,  the  next  in 


rank  does  it  in  the  name  of  his  fe- 
nior. 

The  Naimar  are  exceftively  ad- 
di&ed  to  intoxicating  liquors,  and 
are  permitted  tor  eat  venifon,  goats* 
fowls,  and  filh. 


Northern  Nairs, 

( From  the  fame,) 

Having  procured  forfle  of  the 
principal  Nairs  that  attended  on 
the  Raja  in  a  vifit  which  he  made 
to  Captain  Ofburne,  and  a  fenfible 
Namburi  who  feemed  to  be  much 
in  favour  with  that  chief,  I  con- 
fulted  them  on  the  differences  that 
obtain  in  the  cuftoms  of  the  Nairs 
who  live  north  from  the  Vay-pura 
river,  from  thofe  that  are  obferved 
in  the  fouthern  parts  of  Malayala. 
The  female  Nairs,  while  children, 
go  through  the  ceremony  of  mar¬ 
riage,  both  with  Namburis  and 
Nairs ;  but  here,  as  well  as  in  the 
fouth,  the  man  and  wife  never  co¬ 
habit.  When  the  girl  has  come 
to  maturity,  fhe  is  taken  to  live 
in  the  houfe  of  fome  Namburi  or 
Nair  ;  and  after  fhe  has  given  her 
confent  to  do  ft),  fhe  cannot  leave 
her  keeper ;  but,  in  cafe  of  infide¬ 
lity  to  his  bed,  may  be  puniihed 
with  death.  If  her  keener  have 
in  his  family  no  mother  nor  filler, 
his  miftrefs  manages  the  houfehold 
affairs.  The  keeper,  whenever  he 
pleafes,  may  fend  his  miftrefs  back 
to  her  mother’s  houfe;  but  then, 
if  fhe  can,  (he  may  procure  another 
lover.  A  man's  houfe  is  managed 
by  his  mother  so  long  as  fhe  lives. 
When  fhe  dies,  his  lifter  comes  for 
the  fifteen  days  of  mourning.  She 
afterwards  returns  to  her  lover, 
and  remains  with  him  until  he  ei- 
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ther  dies  or  turns  her  away.  In 
either  cafe,  die  returns  to  her  bro¬ 
ther's  houfe,  of  which  (he  refumes 
the  management,  and  brings  with 
her  all  her  children,  who  are  her 
brother’s  heirs.  A  Mair  here  is 
not  aftonifhed  when  you  alk  him 
who  his  father  was;  and  a  man  has 
as  much  certainty  that  the  children 
born  in  his  houfe  are  his  own,  as  an 
European  hufband  has  ;  while  thefe 
children  are  rendered  dear  to  him 
by  their  own  carefifes,  and  thofe  of 
their  mother,  who  is  always  be¬ 
loved,  for  otherwife  fire  would  be 
Immediately  difmiffed  ;  yet  fuch  is 
the  perverfity  of  cuftom,  that  a  man 
would  be  confidered  as  unnatural, 
were  he  to  have  as  much  affeCtion 
for  his  own  children,  as  for  thofe 
©f  his  lifter,  which  he  may  perhaps 
tiever  have  feen.  Of  all  known 
manners  of  conducting  the  inter¬ 
course  between  the  fexes,  this 
feems  to  be  the  moft  abfurd  and 
Inconvenient.  That  prevailing  in 
the  fouthern  parts  of  Malayala 
avoids  all  the  domeftic  unhappi- 
jsefs  ariftng  from  jealoufy,  or  want 
©f  continued  affeCtion ;  but  that 
$tere,  while  it  has  none  of  the  be¬ 
nefits  of  marriage,  is  attended  with 
all  its  evils.  The  divifton  of  Nairs 
here  is  alfo  different  from  that  in 
the  foutb.  There  are  here  fix 
tribes,  who  by  birth  are  all  pro¬ 
perly  foldiers.  The  firft  in  rank 
are  the  Adiodi ;  the  next  are  the 
Nambirs  ;  and  then  follow  four 
tribes  of  equal  dignity,  the  Shela- 
tun,  the  Cureuru,  the  Nalavan, 
and  the  Venapulun.  After  thefe, 
as  in  the  fouth,  follow  the  diffe¬ 
rent  tribes  of  traders  or  artifts, 
>vho,  although  allowed  te  be 
Nairs,  and  true  Sudras,  are  not 
en tided  to  the  dignity  of  bearing 
arms. 


Defcription  of  the  Stadt-Houfe  at 
Amsterdam. 

( From  Sir  John  Cards  Tour  through 
Holland ,  J 

The  firft  place  my  curiofity  led 
me  to  was  the  Stadt-houfe,  which 
is  unqueftionably  a  wonderful  edi¬ 
fice,  cenfidering  that  Holland  fur- 
nifhes  no  ftone,  and  that  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  the  building  was  boggy  ; 
the  latter  circumftance  rendered  it 
neceftary  to  have  an  artificial  foun¬ 
dation  of  extraordinary  conftruc- 
tion  and  magnitude,  and  accord¬ 
ingly  it  refts  upon  thirteen  thou- 
fand  fix  hundred  and  ninety -five 
mafiy  trees,  or  piles ;  the  firft:  of 
which  was  driven  on  the  20th  of 
January,  1648,  and  the  laft  on  the 
6th  of  October  following,  when 
the  firft  ftone,  with  a  fui table  in- 
fcription,  was  laid ;  and  feven 
years  afterwards  the  different  col¬ 
leges  of  magiffrates  took  formal 
poffeflion  of  the  apartments  al. 
lotted  for  their  refpeCiive  offices, 
but  at  this  time  the  roof  and  dome 
were  not  completed  :  the  expeqce 
of  this  mighty  edifice  amounted  to 
two  millions  fferling.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  architect  was  John  Van  Kam- 
pen,  who  aCted  under  the  controul 
of  four  Burgomafters.  The  area 
in  which  it  ffands  is  fpacious,  and 
was  till  lately  called  Revolutie 
plein  :  it  is  disfigured  by  the  prox¬ 
imity  of  the  waag,  or  weigh- 
houfe,  a  very  old  fhabby  building. 
The  form  of  the  Stadt-houfe  is 
fquare,  its  front  is  two  hundred 
and  eighty- two  feet,  its  depth  two 
hundred  and  fifty-five,  and  its 
height  one  hundred  and  fi.xteen. 

It  has  feveq  fmall  porticoes,  repre- 
Tentative  of  the  feven  provinces  ; 
th***  want  of  a  grand  entrance  is  a 
great  architectural  defeCt,  which 

immediately 
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immediately  excites  the  furprife  of 
the  traveller  ;  but  it  was  fo  con. 
Ifru&ed  from  the  wary  precaution¬ 
ary  forelight  of  the  magillrales 
who  had  the  fuperintendance  of  the 
building,  for  the  purpofe  of  pre¬ 
venting  free  accefs  to  a  mob,  in 
cafe  of  tumult. 

One  of  the  firft.  apartments 
which  attra&s  the  attention  is  the 
tribunal,  on  the  bafement  floor  ;  in 
this  room  prifoners  who  have  been 
found  guilty  of  capital  offences  are 
conduced  to  receive  the  awful  fen- 
fence  of  the  law  ;  the  entrance  is 
through  a  maffy  folding  door,  de¬ 
corated  with  brafs  emblems,  indi¬ 
cative  of  the  purpofe  to  which  the 
chamber  is  applied,  fuch  as  Jove’s 
beams  of  lightning,  and  flaming 
fwords — under  which  are  two  lines 
from  Virgil, 

**  Difcite  juftitiam  moniti 

(i  Et  non  temnere  Divos.” 

Above,  between  the  rails,  are  the 
old  and  new  city  arms,  and  at  the 
bottom  are  death’s-head  and  bones. 
The  whole  of  the  interior  is  com- 
pofed  of  white  marble ;  on  the 
fbuth  and  north  are  two  rows  of 
fluted  pilaftres,  one  above  another ; 
on  the  weft  fide  are  ftatues  repre- 
fenting  four  nude  women,  fupport- 
ing  the  cornices  which  crown  the 
pilaftres  :  two  of  thefe  figures  con¬ 
ceal  their  faces  with  their  hands,  as 
indicative  of  lhame  :  in  the  com¬ 
partments  between  are  baffo  re¬ 
lievos,  reprefenting  the  judgment 
of  Solomon  ;  Zaleucus,  the  Lo- 
crian  king,  tearing  out  one  of  his 
eyes,  to  fave  one  of  his  fon’s,  who 
had  been  condemned  to  lole  both 
for  adultery,  by  a  law  made  ex- 
prefsly  againft  that  crime  by  his 
father;  and  Junius  Brutus  putting 
his  fons  to  death.  Above  thefe 
<sxe  figures  reprefenting  Romulus 
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and  Remus  drawing  milk  from  the 
Hie  wolf,  and  alfo  of  Jupiter:  the 
head  of  Medufa  upon  the  fhield  of 
Pallas  is  very  finely  executed.  In 
the  north,  under  a  feat  of  white 
marble,  is  a  place  for  the  fecretary, 
who  pronounces  the  fatal  fentence* 
when  the  magi  ft  rates  appear  in 
their  robes  at  a  gallery  on  the  weft: 
fide.  On  the  fore  part  of  the 
judgment  feat  is  a  fine  marble 
ftatue  of  Silence ,  which  Dutch  gal¬ 
lantry  reprefents  under  the  form  of  a 
<woman ,  feated  on  the  ground,  with 
her  finger  on  her  mouth,  and  two 
children  weeping  over  a  death’s- 
head.  On  each  fide  of  this  feat 
are  ferpents  writhing  round  a  tree, 
each  with  an  apple  in  his  mouth; 
the  fame  ornaments  alfo  decorate 
the  fides  of  the  door  :  above  the 
feat  is  a  ftatue,  raifed  on  a  black 
marble  pedeftal,.  reprefenting  the 
city  of  Amfterdam  as  a  virgin, 
guarded  by  a  lion  on  each  fide  ; 
above  the  head  of  the  figure  is  an 
imperial  crown,  protected  by  a 
fpread  eagle;  on  each  fide  of  the 
pedeftal  are  Neptune  and  Glaucus, 
reprefentative  of  the  rivers  Y  and 
Amftel,  and  a  little  higher  are  the 
arms  of  the  four  burgomafters,  in 
whofe  magiftracy  the  firft  ftone  of 
this  building  was  laid,  gracefullf 
connected  by  feftoons,  On  the 
pedeftal  is  an  infcription  in  letters 
of  gold,  commemorative  of  the 
laying  of  the  firft  ftone  of  the 
building. 

The  principal  bas-reliefs  and  or¬ 
naments  in  this  room,  and  odier 
parts  of  this  edifice,  were  made  by 
Artus  Quellinus,  a  celebrated  fta*. 
tuary  of  Antwerp.  When  the 
awful  doom  of  the  law  .is  to  be  pro¬ 
nounced,  the  criminal  is  brought 
into  this  hall  guarded,  and  nothing 
is  omitted  in  point  of  folemnity  to 
imprefs  on  the  mind  of  the  delin¬ 
quent 
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quent  and  the  fpeftators  the  awful 
confequences  of  violating  the  laws 
©f  the  country. 

A  thorough  knowledge  of  hu¬ 
man  nature  di&ated  the  policy  of 
placing  this  hall  on  the  ground- 
floor,  the  brazen  door  of  which 
©pens  into  a  thoroughfare  paffage 
through  the  Stadt-houfe.  I  never 
palled  by  this  door  without  feeing 
numbers  of  the  lower  orders  of 
people  gazing  through  the  rails  of 
it  upon  the  emblematical  objeTs 
within,  and  apparently  in  melan¬ 
choly  meditation,  refle&ing  upon 
the  pur  poles  to  which  this  hall  is 
applied,  and  upon  the  ignominious 
lefolts  of  deviating  from  the  paths 
of  virtue.  On  one  fide  of  this 
chamber  is  a  grand  double  Hair- 
cafe,  which  leads  to  the  Burghers’, 
©r  Marble  Hal)  :  it  is  1 20  feet 
long,  about  57  broad,  and  80 
high,  and  is  entirely  compofed  of 
white  marble,  as  are  the  galleries, 
which  are  2  1  feet  wide  on  each  fide, 
into  which  the  entrances  to  the  dif¬ 
ferent  courts  of  juftice,  the  chamber 
©£  domains,  g!  infurance,  of  or¬ 
phans,  the  council-room,  the  offices 
of  the  bank,  &c.  open.  This  mag¬ 
nificent  room  and  the  fur  rounding 
galleries  were  feen  to  great  advan¬ 
tage,  on  account  of  their  having 
been  cleaned  previous  to  the  coro¬ 
nation  of  the  king,  which  was  in¬ 
tended  to  have  taken  place  in  it 
about  a  month  after  1  vifited  it. 
A  great  number  of  workmen  had 
been  employed  in  fcraping,  waffl¬ 
ing,  and  polilhing  their  marble 
tides  for  feveral  months,  and  their 
appearance  was  equally  grand  and 
beautiful  :  the  bronze  gates  and 
sailing  which  form  the  grand  en¬ 
trance  of  the  hall  are  malfy,  yet 
exquifitely  executed  ;  over  this  en¬ 
trance  is  a  colonnade  of  Corinthian 
pillars  of  red  and  white  marble. 


At  one  end  is  a  cololfal  figure  of 
Atlas  fupporting  on  his  fhoulders 
the  globe,  attended  by  Vigilance 
and  Wifdom.  The  roof  is  painted 
with  allegorical  figures.  Upon  the 
floor,  the  celeftial  and  terreflriai 
globes  are  delineated  in  brafs  and 
various  coloured  marbles,  arranged 
in  three  large  circles,  22  feet  dia¬ 
meter;  the  two  external  ones  re- 
prefenting  the  hemifpheres  of  the 
earth,  and  the  centre  the  plani- 
fpere  of  the  heavens. 

The  Burgomafters’  Cabinet,  as  it 
is  Hill  called,  is  a  handfome  apart¬ 
ment,  the  entrance  of  which  is 
adorned  with  fome  beautiful  carv¬ 
ing,  emblematical  of  the  ufe  of  the 
apartment.  The  chimney-piece  in 
this  room,  reprefenting  the  tri¬ 
umphs  of  Fabius  Maximus,  is 
worthy  of  notice.  To  the  left  of 
the  Eurgomaftcrs’  chamber  is  a 
gallery,  ten  feet  deep  and  thirty 
broad,  where,  after  the  ringing  of 
of  a  bell  to  give  notice,  all  pro¬ 
clamations,  law  fentences,  and  mu¬ 
nicipal  regulations,  are  promul¬ 
gated. 

The  chamber  of  the  treafury  or¬ 
dinary  contains  a  piflure  of  Mary 
de  Medicis  as  large  as  life ;  a 
chart  of  Amfterdam  as  it  appeared 
when  firft  walled  round  in  1482; 
and  on  the  bookcafes  are  fome  cu¬ 
rious  effigies  of  the  antient  Earls 
and  Countefles  of  Holland. 

The  Burgomafters*  apartment 
is  45  feet  broad  and  30  deep,  and 
is  in  my  opinion  the  handfomeft 
room  in  the  Stadt-houfe.  The 
marble  chimney-pieces  are  enriched 
with  many  exquifitely  fculptured 
baffo-relievos  by  De  Wit  ;  but  its 
chief  ornament  is  two  paintings  ; 
one  by  Ferdinand  Bol,  reprefent¬ 
ing  Curius  at  his  rural  repaft  :  and 
the  other,  Fabricius  in  the  camp 
of  Pyrrhus,  by  Flink,  From  this 
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fgosn  there  is  a  paffage  to  the  Exe¬ 
cution  Chamber,  or  the  Chamber 
of  the  laft  Prayers,  where  crimi¬ 
nals  condemned  to  death  take  leave 
of  their  prieft,  and  pafs  through  a 
window,  the  lower  part  of  which 
is  of  wood,  to  enable  its  being 
opened  level  with  the  floor  to  the 
fcaffold,  which  is  conitrufied  on 
the  outline,  oppoflte  t©  the  weigh” 
houfe,  and  which  is  raifed  as  high 
as  this  part  of  the  building'.  There 
is  nothing  in  this  room  worthy  of 
notice,  except  its  melancholy  ap¬ 
propriation.  From  this  room  we 
were  conduced  to  the  council 
chamber,  which  is  45  wide  and  30 
deep,  where  there  is  a  very  large 
painting  by  Jacob  de  Wilt,  repre¬ 
fenting  Mofes  and  the  feventy  el¬ 
ders  of  Ifrael.  Above  the  chim¬ 
ney-piece  to  the  north  is  a  very 
fine  picture  by  Flink,  the  fubjedl 
Solomon  imploring  heaven  for 
wifdom.  Above  this  is  a  fcrip- 
tural  fubjeftj  a  noble  produffion, 
from  the  pencil  of  Bronkhorft. 
Some  of  the  baflo-relievos  which 
adorn  various  parts  of  this  room, 
fculptored  by  De  Wit,  are  exqui- 
fitely  fine,  particularly  a  hive  of 
bees,  a  clock,  a  fieve  and  a  lamp, 
a  pen  and  ink-horn.  It  would 
puzzle  a  magician  to  interpret 
many  of  the  allegorical  devices, 
but  they  are  all  beautifully  exe¬ 
cuted. 

In  the  chamber  for  marriages, 
and  injuries,  there  is  nothing  to 
arreft  the  attention  of  a  vifitor  one 
minute.  In  Holland,  marriage 
being  a  civil  contraft,  when  agreed 
upon  in  Amfterdam,  it  is  always 
firft  performed  before  the  magis¬ 
trates  in  this  room,  without  whofe 
fat  the  ceremony  would  be  in¬ 
valid  ;  the  clergyman,  according 
to  the  religion  of  the  parties,  per¬ 


forms  his  fumftions  afterwards. 
This  room  is  alfo  called,  amongft 
the  lowers  of  people,  the  Scolding 
Chamber,  on  account  of  the  irrita¬ 
bility  frequently  difplayed  here  by 
parties  of  that  clafs,  when  they 
come  to  obtain  redrefs  for  fmail 
offences.  We  were  alfo  led  through 
the  chamber  for  fea  affairs,  the 
mercers*  hall,  the  painters’  cham¬ 
ber,  and  the  room  but  little  fuited 
to  the  treasures  which  it  contains, 
is  a  very  long  picture  by  Van¬ 
dyke,  in  which  there  is  a  grey 
head  of  an  old  man,  of  matchieis 
excellence,  which  the  obferver  can¬ 
not  but  retire  from  with  regret. 
The  burgomafters  of  Amfterdam 
were  offered  feven  thoufand  florins 
for  this  head  alone,  ro  be  cut  out 
from  the  reft  of  the  pifture.  There 
is  alfo  a  large  pidlure  by  Vander- 
helft,  reprefenting  a  feaft  given  by 
the  burgomafters  cf  Amfterdam  to 
the  Ambaffadors  of  Spain,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  peace  of  Munfter, 
which  clofed  a  war  that  had  Iain 
wafte  the  Netherlands  for  eighty 
years  ;  and  many  other  large  and 
fine  paintings  by  Rubens,  Jor- 
daans,  and  Otho  Venius.  It  is  a 
matter  of  furprife,  that  after  Hol¬ 
land  fubmitted  to  the  French  arms, 
thefe.exquifite  produdlions  fhould 
be  permitted  to  remain  upon  the 
walls  which  they  have  fo  long 
adorned. 

In  the  great,  or  council  of  war 
chamber,  there  are  fame  good  paint¬ 
ings  reprefenting  the  antient  train, 
bandstand  officers  in  their  proper  cof- 
tume,  many  of  which  are  portraits. 
In  the  fecretary’s  office,  a  hand- 
fome  room,  amongft  other  decora¬ 
tions,  is  a  baffo-reiievo  of  Silence, 
which  the  Dutch  are  very  fond  of 
reprefenting  under  the  form  of  a 
woman.  Upon  my  obferving  to  a 
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Dutchman,  that  in  England  fuch  a 
compliment  had  rieverbeen  paid  to 
my  own  lovely  countrywomen,  he 
replied—' u  Yes,  but  d©  you  not  no¬ 
tice  that  the  ftatuary  has  placed 
the  finger  of  the  lady  upon  her 
month,  as  if  he  thought  that  no 
one  of  the  fex,  not  even  a  Dutch 
female,  could  preferve  filence  with¬ 
out  keeping  her  lips  forcibly  toge¬ 
ther  with  her  finger/*  The  con¬ 
venience  of  having  nearly  all  the 
principal  public  offices,  and  courts 
of  jullice  under  one  roof,  is  very 
great ;  the  fixe  of  the  kingdom, 
and  the  fimplicity  of  its  public 
Iran  factions,  render  fuch  a  concen¬ 
tration  more  eafy  of  accomplifh- 
ment  in  Holland  than  in  England. 

Eefore  we  afcended  to  the  dome, 
we  were  introduced  into  the  great 
magazine  of  arms,  which  extends 
the  whole  length  of  the  front  and 
part  of  the  fides  of  this  vaft  pile  : 
it  contains  a  curious  and  valuable 
colleCiion  of  antient  and  modern 
Dutch  arms.  Some  colours  which 
the  French  took  from  the  Spaniards 
have  been  lately  added,  as  a  pre- 
fent  from  the  king  to  this  city,  a 
donation  which  could  not  fail  af¬ 
fording  great  gratification  to  a 
people,  who  to  this  hour  hold  the 
Spanifh  nation  in  abhorrence.  The 
profpeft  from  the  tower,  or  dome, 
is  very  fine  and  extenfive,  com¬ 
manding  the  whole  of  the  city  and 
its  environs,  crowded  with  wind¬ 
mills,  the  river  Y  filled  with  (hips, 
the  Zuyder  Zee,  the  Amftel,  the 
Haarlem  lake,  and  the  quarter  con¬ 
taining  the  gardens,  the  admiralty, 
and  fhips  of  war  on  the  flocks. 
From  this  elevated  fpot  we  were 
nearer  the  bronze  figures  which 
adorn  the  front,  reprefenting  Juf- 
tice.  Wealth,  and  Strength,  and 
which  are  of  an  enormous  fize  :  on 


the  other  fide  is  a  colofifal  bronze 
flatue  of  Atlas  fupportiog  the 
world,  executed  in  a  maflerly  man¬ 
ner.  The  tower  contains  a  vaft 
number  of  bells,  the  largeft  of 
which  weighs  between  fix  and 
feven  thoufand  pounds ;  the  caril¬ 
lons  in  this  dome  are  remarkably 
fweet,  they  play  every  quarter  of 
an  hour  an  agreeable  air,  which  is 
executed  to  admiration.  An  ex¬ 
cellent  carilloneur  is  engaged  to 
entertain  the  citizens  of  Amfter- 
dam  three  times  a  week  ;  the  per¬ 
fection  to  which  he  has  brought  his 
performance  can  only  be  appre¬ 
ciated  by  thofe  who  have  heard  it. 
The  brafs  barrel  by  which  he  plays 
is  feven  feet  and  a  half  in  diameter, 
and  weighs  four  thoufand  four  hun¬ 
dred  and  feven ty-four  pounds.  The 
clocks  ftrike  the  full  hour  at  the 
half  hour,  and  upon  the  expiration 
of  the  full  hour,  repeat  it  upon  a 
beli  of  a  deeper  tone. 


On  the  Polite  Literature  of  the  1  urks» 

( Prom  “Thornton* s  Prefent  State  of 
Turkey .J 

The  polite  literature  of  the  ori¬ 
ental  nations,  whether  confidered  in 
the  original  compofitions  of  the 
Arabians  and  Perfians,  or  in  thofe  of 
the  Turks,  which  are  modelled 
from  them  with  fuch  fcrupulous 
fidelity  as  to  appear  mere  trafla- 
tions,  is  not  to  be  appreciated  by 
our  rules.  European  writers  prin¬ 
cipally  ftudy  eafe  and  perfpicuity. 
They  copy  nature  rather  in  her  ha¬ 
bitual  operations,  than  in  her  oc- 
cafional  eccentricities.  In  Euro¬ 
pean  poetry,  thofe  figures  or  meta¬ 
phors  which  are  introduced  for  the 
fake  of  ornament  *r  illtft ration. 
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mu  ft  be  fparingly  ufed,  mail  be 
unforced  in  their  application,  and 
demonftrate  genius  in  fele&ing, 
rather  than  diligence  in  difeover- 
ing,  or  difficulty  in  appropriating, 
them.  The  Afiatics,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  impelled  at  pleafure  by  the 
capricious  wantonnefs  of  a  luxu¬ 
riant  imagination,  form  the  molt 
heterogeneous  combinations,  and 
bring  the  molt  remote  and  difeord- 
ant  imagery  into  a  reluctant  union 
in  their  compofitions.  The  dif- 
tinguifhing  features  of  the  Aliatic 
ftyle  mull  of  courfe  be  fo  modified, 
by  a  tranflation  into  languages  fo 
ill-adapted  as  ours  to  their  expref- 
fion,  that  hardly  any  idea  can  be 
formed  of  their  chara&eriftic  pecu¬ 
liarities.  The  fumptuous  variety 
of  the  diftion,  the  fubrle  texture 
of  the  phrafes,  the  elaborate  difpc- 
fition  of  the  words,  are  loft  in  the 
tranfmutation.  Nor  is  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  language  the  only  re- 
quifite  to  a  competent  judgmentof 
oriental  poetry  :  the  European 
muft  carry  to  the  perufal  the  views 
and  the  jfentiments  of  an  Afiatic. 
Indeed  when  all  the  fotirccs  of 
poetical  imagery  are  fo  effentially 
different  from  thofe  of  Europe,  it 
muft  be  ralh  in  any  one  to  attempt 
a  criticifm  on  the  fubjedt,  unlefs 
he  have  previoully  mftru&ed  him- 
felf,  by  experience  or  by  ftudy,  in 
the  natural  hiftory  of  Afia,  the 
modes  of  life  of  the  Afiatics,  their 
civil  and  religious  inftitutions,  and 
the  chief  events  of  their  hiftory  ; 
to  ajl  which  fuch  frequent  allu- 
fions  are  made  by  their  poets  and 
hiftorians.  Without  this  know¬ 
ledge  it  is  obvious,  that  the  more 
recondite  beauties,  the  intuitive 
©bfer vance  of  which  exalts  the  in- 

*  See  Poef,  A  hat,  comment  can. 


tereft  and  multiplies  the  charms 
of  poetical  compofition,  muft  en¬ 
tirely  difappear.  When  it  is  re¬ 
collected,  that  the  Afiatics  live  in 
a  country  abounding  in  produc¬ 
tions  and  phenomena  which  are  in 
a  great  degree  confined  to  their 
own  continent,  and  that  not  only 
the  properties  of  nature,  but  the 
cuftoms  and  habits  of  the  people, 
differ  fo  effentially  from  thofe 
which  our  peculiar  civilization  has 
introduced  among  us,  it  muft  be 
evident,  that  many  images  which 
are  diftinbt  to  them,  may  appear 
confufed  to  us;  that  what  they 
deem  apt  and  familiar,  we  may 
think  incoherent  and  remote  ;  what 
they  prize  as  bold,  we  may  cond 
fider  rafn  ;  what  they  admire  as 
accurate,  regular,  gay,  or  fublime, 
we  may  reject  as  extravagant, 
abrupt,  luxuriant,  or  hyperbolical* 
A  comparifon  which  frequently 
occurs  in  Perfian  poetry  is  that  of 
the  (lender  form  of  a  young  girl 
with  the  box-tree,  which,  to  thofe 
who  have  formed  their  idea  of  this 
tree  from  the  feinted  fhrub  which 
creeps  round  the  borders  of  a  par¬ 
terre  in  Englifh  gardens,  muft  ap¬ 
pear  unnatural  and  ridiculous, 
though  highly  appropriate  to  the 
Afiatics,  who  fee  it  rife  in  their 
forefts  into  the  moft  graceful  and 
delicate  proportions  *.  Amriol- 
kias,  an  Arabian  poet,  deferibes 
(t  the  taper  and  delicate  fingers  of 
his  miftrefs,  fweetly  glowing  at 
their  tips,  like  the  worm  of  Dahia 
creeping  in  the  fand.”  Bet  who 
can  underftand  thefe  allufions,  un¬ 
lefs  he  be  informed,  that  it  is  a  ge¬ 
neral  coftom  with  the  women  in 
the  Eaft  to  tinge  the  extremities 
of  their  figures  with  a  dye  called 

ii.  Jones’s  works,  V.  ii,  p,  435, 
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henna ,  and  that  hence  arifes  the 
propriety  of  comparing  them  with 
the  crimfon  head  and  long  white 
body  of  the  fand-worm  ? 

“  Many  of  the  Eaftern  figures 
are  common  to  other  nations,  but 
fome  of  them  receive  a  propriety 
from  the  manners  of  the  Arabians 
who  dwell  in  plains,  and  woods,, 
which  would  be  loll  if  they  came 
from  the  inhabitants  of  cities  : 
thus,  the  denv  of  liberality ,  and  the 
odour  of  reputation ,  are  metaphors 
tifed  by  moll  people,  but  they  are 
wonderfully  proper  in  the  mouths 
of  thofe  who  have  fo  much  need  of 
being  refrelhed  by  the  dews,  and 
who  gratify  their  fenfe  of  fmell  by 
the  fweeteft  odours  in  the  world*. ” 
Some  of  their  fimilitudes,  which 
are  drawn  from  natural  objedls, 
even  Europeans  mull  confefs  to  be 
full  and  elegant.  Hafez,  with  the 
fame  enthuiiafm  as  Shakefpeare’s- 
Romeo,  compares  the  ringlets  of 
his  mid  refs  to  the  night,  and  her 
cheeks  to  the  morn.  44  She  fhines 
through  the  darknefs  of  the  night 
like  the  lamp  of  the  religious  foii- 
taryk'  The  blue  eyes  ot  a  beau, 
tiful  woman  bathed  in  tears  re¬ 
mind  the  Per fian  poet  ot  a  violet 
dropping  with  dew.  They  are 
not,  however,  fo  correct  in  all  their 
alluflons,  for  as  they  eagerly  catch 
at  objects  of  companion,  they  often 
employ  thofe  in  which  there  is 
fcarcely  any  general  fimilitude ;  as 
Hafez  reiembles  the  down  forming 
about  the  lips  of  a  beautiful  youth, 
to  the  Houris  of  Paradife  fitting 
round  the  fountain  Salfabil. 

In  love-poetry  they  delight  ,  in 
fimilitudes  -  taken  from  nature. 
They  compare  the  curling  locks  of 


their  young  girls  to  hyacinths, 
their  cheeks  to  rofes,  their  eyes, 
fometimes,  becaufe  of  their  colour, 
to  violets,  and  fometimes,  becaufe 
of  their  fweet  languor,  tonarciflfufes, 
their  teeth  to  pearls,  their  breafts  to 
pomegranates,  their  careffies  to  wine 
and  to  honey,  their  lips  to  rubies, 
their  flature  to  lofty  fhoots,  their 
face  to  the  fun,  their  hair  to  the 
night,  their  forehead  to  the  dawn, 
and  the  girls  tbemfelves,  from  their 
graceful  attitudes  and  motions,  to 
antelopes  and  fawnsf.  It  would 

X 

be  a  talk  of  no  difficulty  to  felebl 
from  the  works  of  the  oriental 
poets,  imlances  of  all  thofe  beau¬ 
ties,  whether  of  fublime  defeription 
or  of  delicate  ailufion,  which  we 
admire  in  our  beft  writers.  Both 
the  Greeks  and  the  Orientals  de- 
feribe  the  beauties  of  nature,  with 
which  they  are  furrounded,  with 
a  vivacity  which  equals  the  ori. 
ginal.  They  both  drew  from  this 
fource,  inilead  of  catching  ideas 
from  refleclion  ;  and  both  pof- 
feffed,  in  a  high  degree,  that  fer¬ 
tile  invention,  that  creative  ge¬ 
nius,  which  is  the  foul  of  poetry. 
If  the  obfervation  be  juft,  that 
whatever  delights  the  fenfes  mufl 
pleafe  in  description,  and  that  in 
deferibing  what  is  agreeable,  agree¬ 
able  words  prefen t  themfelves  of 
their  own  accord,  it  is  not  fur- 
priftng,  that  poets,  furrounded 
with  all  the  luxuriance  of  nature, 
under  the  influence  of  an  ardent 
imagination,  fhould  fometimes 
tranfgfefs  thofe  limits,  which  the 
feverity  of  European  criticifm  has 
preferibed  even  to  the  flights  of 
poetical  enthuiiafm. 

Hafez,  in  a  ftrain  of  extrava* 


*  See  I  Say  ©n  the  poetry  of  the  Eafte-rn  nations.  Jones’s  works,  v.  iv.  p.  530. 

i  See  Poes.  Aiit  Comment,  cap.  vii. 
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gance,  which  the  wildeft  paftion  of 
love  can  fcarcely  juftify,  fays  to 
his  miftrefs :  “  If  I  might  fleep 
for  one  night  on  thy  bofom  I  would 
ftrike  the  heavens  themfelves  with 
my  lofty  head  :  I  would  break  the 
arrows  in  the  hands  of  Saggitta- 
rius ;  I  would  fnatch  the  crown 
from  the  head  of  the  moon :  I 
would  trample  on  the  globe  of  the 
earth  with  the  foot  of  arrogance, 
and  would  afcend  in  the  pride  of 
my  ftrength  to  the  ninth  heaven. 
But  if,  when  there,  I  poffeifed  thy 
beauty,  if,  in  heaven,  I  could  re- 
femble  thee,  lovers  defiitute  of 
help  would  pray  to  me  for  protec¬ 
tion,  and  wretches  worn  with  care 
fhould  receive  front  me  relief.’ * 

In  fome  of  the  countries  where 
the  Perfian  language  has  been 
adopted  for  works  of  literature, 
and  the  Perfian  models  have  been 
imitated,  the  imitators  have  far 
©ut-ftepped  the  boldeft  ftrides  of 
their  prototypes.  A  poet  of  India, 
in  addrelling  a  Mogul  prince,  ufed 
the  following  bombaftic  expref- 
fions  :  “  Whenever  thou  prefifeft 
the  back  of  thy  fwift  courfer,  the 
affrighted  earth  begins  to  tremble, 
and  the  eight  elephants,  the  co¬ 
lumns  of  the  world,  bend  under  the 
weight  of  thy  afcent."  Bernieri, 
an  European,  who  was  phyfician 
to  the  prince,  and  who  had  the 
honour  to  be  near  his  perfon  at  the 
time,  advifed  his  highnefs  to  ab- 
ftain  from  an  exercife  To  prejudi¬ 
cial  to  the  happinefs  of  his  fubjeds, 
who  muft  necefianly  feel  alarm  at 
fuch  a  frequency  of  earthquakes. 
“  You  are  in  the  right,' *  replied 
the  prince,  <(  and  it  is  indeed  for 
their  fakes  that  I  generally  prefer 
taking  the  air  in  a  palanquin*." 


Perfonification,  and  that  of  the 
boldeft  kind,  is  the  figure  in  which 
the  Afiatics  principally  delight. 

In  their  writings  every  natural  ob- 
jcd  affumes  the  powers  and  facul¬ 
ties  of  rational  beings.  Flowers, 
trees,  and  birds  dlfcourfe familiarly 
together:  the  meadows  laugh,  the 
woods  Ting,  the  heavens  are  glad. 
The  rofe  commiffions  the  zephyr 
to  bear  her  mefifage  of  love  to  the 
nightingale,  and  the  enamoured 
nightingale  warbles  back  his  afo 
fedion  for  the  rofe.  Not  only 
fuch  abllrad  notions  as  beauty, 
juftice,  joy,  and  forrow,  are  em¬ 
bodied,  but  even  the  fcymitar  of  a 
conqueror,  ftudded  with  diamonds, 
addreffing  itfelf  to  the  moon  fays, 
i(  thou  art  my  crown  ;  and  to  the 
pleiads,  you  are  my  garment.80 
Thus  the  immenfity  of  nature  is 
but  as  a  vaft  theatre,  in  which 
every  thing,  however  remote  from 
fenfe  and  life,  occafionally  alTuHies 
a  perfon,  occupies  the  ilage,  and 
fpeaks  with  the  human  voice. 

Some  of  the  more  fcrupulous 
Mahometans,  offended  at  the  wan¬ 
ton  imaginations  of  their  poets,  in 
whofe  veti’es  are  fo  conftantly  re¬ 
peated  not  only  the  delights  of 
love,  with  all  its  defires,  with  its 
concomitants  of  anxiety  and  grief, 
ot  hope,  and  joy,  but  alfo  the 
pleafures  of  odours,  of  wine,  and 
of  feafting,  have,  however,  recon¬ 
ciled  themfelves  to  the  perufal  by 
foppofing  in  them  an  occult  and 
myfterions  fignification.  u  If  I 
am  inebriated,"  fays  Hafez,  what 
remedy  can  be  propofed  ?  Bring 
me  another  cup  that  my  fenfes  may 
be  wholly  abforbed :  whether  it 
be  a  lin  or  a  meritorious  aftion, 
bring  it."  Of  the  true  meaning 


*  See  Bernieri  de  ftatu  Imp.  Mogolici.  a p.  Joaes,  v.  ii.  p.  35a. 
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of  this  and  fimilar  paifages  there  is 
&  great  variety  of  opinion.  Some 
maintain,  that  the  extaey  of  di¬ 
vine  love,  from  the  inadequacy  of 
human  language  to  its  expreffion, 
is  compelled  to  borrow  thofe  images 
which  have  the  greateft  affinity 
with  its  conceptions ;  for  fince 
thofe  who  are  inflamed  with  di¬ 
vine  love  are  abftra&ed  from  the 
ferffe  of  the  mind,  nothing  can 
more  aptly  reprefent  fuch  a  {fate 
than  intoxication  by  wine.  The 
poets  themfelv.es  give  a  colour  to 
this  interpretation  in  feveral  paf- 
fages  of  their  works.  i(  Thy  head 
is  nor  affe&ed  with  the  ebriety  of 
love,’*  fays  Hafez  to  the  profane. 

Hence  !  thou  art  drunk  with  the 
juice  of  the  grape.’*  It  is,  how¬ 
ever,  difficult  to  underhand  for 
what  reafons  the  poets  fhould  wifh 
to  conceal  virtue  under  fuch  im¬ 
moral  difguifes,  and  veil  the  beauty 
of  piety  and  religion  under  the 
maik  of  grofs  and  libidinous  de¬ 
pravity. 

It  is  not,  however,  wholly  tinder 
fuch  dlfeuifes  that  moral  and  reli- 

O 

gious  inilrufftion  is  conveyed  in  the 
poetical  compoiitions  of  the  Eaf- 
tern  writers.  F.eviczki  highly 
commends  the  fatirical  works  of 
Huhi  Bagdady,  a  Turkifh  poet ; 
and  from  many  others  may  be  fe- 
leded  paifages  highly  valuable  for 
their  morality  and  their  elegance. 
1  he  praifes  of  the  prophet  Ma¬ 
homet  are  defcribed,  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  book  Buftan,  with  a 
grandeur  and  brevity  of  expreffion 
truly  fublime,  and  under  images 
which  offer  to  the  mind  an  uncer¬ 
tain  idea  of  fomething  awful,  mag¬ 
nificent,  and  infinite,  which  the 
tiarrownefs  of  the  human  intellect 
can  with  difficulty  conceive.  “  He 
was  carried  in  one  night  high  above 


the  a?therial  regions,  there  where 
the  angels  themfelves  are  unable  to 
afcend.  He  halted  not  in  his  ce- 
leftial  journey,  even  where  Gabriel 
was  compelled  to  paufe.  Keep  on 
thy  courfe,  faid  the  lord  of  the 
temple  of  Mecca  to  the  bearer  of 
the  divine  oracles,  thou  haft  me¬ 
rited  rr.y  perfect  friendfhip ;  why 
doll  thou  hefitate  to  accompany 
me,  and  why  breakelt  thou  off  our 
conference  ?  There  is  no  longer 
any  footing  for  my  Heps,  replied 
the  arch-angel  with  humility,  I 
flop  there  where  my  wings  want 
power  to  carry  me  onwards.  Should 
I  dare  prefumptuouily  to  proceed 
further,  they  would  diffolve  like 
wax  before  the  brightnefs  of  thy 
glory.  Can  believers,”  fays  the 
devout  poet,  t(  who  have  fo  great 
a  prophet  for  their  guide,  remain 
long  immerfed  in  the  pollution  cf 
fin  ?” 

“  Human  life,”  fays  one  of  their 
moral  writers,  “  is  but  as  the  fever 
of  ebriety,  whofe  fweetnefs  quickly 
evaporates,  and  nothing  remains 
but  its  naufea.” 

((  The  ignorant  die  even  before 
death  :  their  bodies,  though  not 
inhumed,  are  but  the  fepulchres  of 
their  fouls. ” 

“  There  is  nothing  more  great 
and  ufeful  than  travelling.  Leave 
therefore  your  country  and  travel. 
Water,  unlefs  it  flow,  cannot  long 
retain  its  fweetnefs.  Gold  in  the 
mine  is  only  a  clod  of  earth,  and 
aloe-wood,  in  the  forelt  where  it 
grows,  is  but  an  ordinary  tree.” 

Alia  has  been  the  theatre  of  the 
moll  memorable  events,  and  has 
been  illuflrated  by  a  great  number 
of  experienced  warriors,  of  wife 
counfellors,  and  of  virtuous  kings, 
whofe  actions,  real  or  fabulous, 
are  recorded  in  the  writings  of 
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Afiatic  hiftorians,  but  in  a  ftyle 
rather  of  myftic  allegory  than  of 
iimpie  truth.  The  Mahometans 
in  general,  and  more  efpecially  the 
Turks,  are  paffionately  fond  of 
hiftory.  The  Ottoman  hiftorians, 
who  have  compiled  their  works 
from  the  authentic  records  of  their 
own  nation,  however  they  may  de¬ 
viate  in  their  ftyle  and  manner 
from  the  more  correct  ftandard 
which  has  been  eftablilhed  by  Eu¬ 
ropean  nations,  have  deferved  the 
firft:  praife  which  can  be  bellowed 
on  hiftorical  compofitions,  that  of 
fidelity  and  impartiality.  They 
feem  to  have  alpired  rather  at  be¬ 
ing  ufeful  to  their  fellow-citizens, 
than  at  gaining  the  favour  of  their 
princes  by  flattery  and  mifrepre- 
fentation ;  for  they  ingenuoufly 
expofe,  and  unreferve,dly  cenfure, 
the  vices  of  their  fultans,  and  the 
ra(h  counfels  and  injurious  mea- 
fures  of  their  minifters.  The 
Turks  are  not  even  deftitute  of 
books,  in  their  own  language, 
which  treat  of  the  hiftory  of  fo¬ 
reign  nations.  Leunclavius  men¬ 
tions  a  work  of  Ahmed  Molla, 
who  lived  in  the  reign  of  Soliman 
Chelebi,  in  which  the  aftions  of 
Alexander,  king  of  Macedon,  are 
recorded  in  meafured  ftanzas.— 
Much  praife  cannot  however  be 
bellowed  on  their  communications 
in  this  department  of  literature,  on 
account  of  the  fcantinefs  and  con- 
fufion  of  their  geographical  and 
chronological  information.  Their 
acquaintance  with  dates  is  indeed 
fo  imperfeft,  that  the  Aliatics  in 
general  do  not  diftinguifh  between 
the  fon  of  Philip,  and  a  more  an- 
tient,  or  wholly  imaginary,  king, 
called  Skender,  whole  marvellous 
exploits  they  ridiculoully  confound 
Vql.  XLIX.  or  Voju  VJtf,  N 


with  thofe  of  Alexander  theGreat® 
The  Turks,  as  well  as  all  other 
Mahometans,  are  unreftrained  by 
their  religion  or  the  laws  of  their 
country  in  the  purfuit  of  any  ftudy 
to  which  their  inclination  may- 
lead  them.  The  wifeft  perhaps 
are  thofe  who  adopt  the  counfel 
which  Abu  Yufef,  a  learned  Ara~ 
bian,  gave  to  his  children  on  his 
death-bed,  when  he  advifed  them 
to  regulate  tbemfelves  in  the  choice 
of  their  ftudies  by  their  tafte  and 
inclination,  and  to  avoid  only  ju« 
dicial  aftrology,  alchemy,  and  con-, 
trover fy  ;  for  the  anxious  antici* 
pation  of  the  future  ferves  only  to 
aggravate  the  aftual  evils  of  life  - 
riches  are  diffipated  in  the  purfuit 
of  an  ideal  fource  of  wealth,  and  a 
captious  inveftigation  of*  truth  it- 
felf,  by  encouraging  the  growth 
of  fcepticifm,  tends  to  fubvert  the 
fecurity  and  to  deftroy  tne  com- 
fort  of  religious  belief® 


Confutation  and  Government  of  M<sL 
davia  and  Wallachia . 

( From  the  fame,] 

The  form  of  government  efts- 
blithed  in  both  principalities  is 
that  of  a  limited  monarchy.  1  he 
prince  reprefents  the  fovereign,  and 
the  divan,  which  is  compofed  of 
the  principal  fajars,  the  fenate* 
The  power  of  the  prince  is,  how¬ 
ever,  controulable  only  in  his  fi¬ 
nancial  operations,  in  fixing  the 
rate  of  contributions,  or  determin¬ 
ing  the  mode  of  railing  them ; 
thefe  mull  be  conduced  with  the 
advice  and  confent  of  the  council ; 
and  if  they  are  unanimous,  they 
overrule  the  opinion  of  the  prince. 
ew  Series,  *  F  £  The 


t 


494*  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1807. 


The  prince*  though  reftrained 
in  the  power  of  levying  arbitrary 
exadions,  is  invefted  in  every 
other  refped  with  regal,  though 
precarious,  authority.  He  afiumes 
the  Hate  and  magnificence  of  a  fo- 
vereign.  The  porre  confers  on 
him  the  title  of  ai<voda ,  a  Scla* 
vonic  name  originally  fignifying 
the  general  of  an  army,  but  given 
by  the  kings  of  Poland  to  the  go¬ 
vernors  of  provinces.  The  fepub- 
lie  of  Venice  firft  ufed  the  title  of 
ierene  highnefs  in  addreffing  the 
waivodas,  though  their  pofition  be 
very  different  from  that  of  the  in¬ 
dependent  princes  of  Germany  and 
Italy.  The  drefs  of  ceremony  of 
the  princes  of  Moldavia  and  Wal¬ 
la  chi  a  differs  from  that  of  the 
Turkiffi  governors  only  in  the  co¬ 
vering  of  the  head.  They  for¬ 
merly  wore  in  their  caps  the  for - 
gudj,  or  plume  of  heron’s  feathers 
let  in  a  creft  of  diamonds,  in  imi¬ 
tation  of  the  Ottoman  fultans ;  but 
art  th£  prefent  day,  though  they 
adorn  with  thefe  infignia  their 
portraits  which  are  fufpended  in 
the  churches,  they  are  careful  not 
to  offend  the  fcrupulous  eyes  of 
the  Muffuimans. 

The  prince-holds  a  court  every 
day,  where  he  fits  for  a  ihort  time 
furrounded  by  his  officers,  to  ad¬ 
min  i  ft  er  juftice,  and  to  decide  con- 
troverfies  between  his  fubjeds. 
His  commands  are  received  with 
the  moft  obfequious  deference  :  he 
has  full  power  of  life  and  death 
over  all,  and  infiids  whatever  pu- 
milkmen t  he  pleafes  on  the  guilty 
or  the  difobedient.  ISIo  complaints 
are  received  at  the  Ottoman  Porte 
againft  this  authorized  agent  of 
government,  even  for  the  murder 
of  an  innocent  perfon,  whatever 


may  have  been  his  rank  in  focletjr* 
The  ilaff  of  authority  is  always 
placed  befide  the  throne,  and  if  the 
prince  be  of  a  choleric  and  impe¬ 
tuous  difpofition,  it  excites  no 
furprife  to  fee  him  yield  to  the 
emotions  of  anger,  and  diftribute 
blows,  with  his  own  hand,  on  the 
heads  or  fhoulders  of  his  principal 
courtiers  or  miniftefs  of  ftate.  He 
appoints  to  the  adminiftration  of 
the  royal  domains  according  to  his 
own  pleafure,  and  difpofes  of  the 
revenues  of  the  lands  and  villages 
for  his  own  purpofes. 

The  court  of  the  prince  is  com- 
pofed  of  perfons  in  office  and  the 
provincial  nobility,  but  more  efpe* 
daily  of  the  Hock  of  harpies,  who, 
forfaking  the  Ihores  of  the  Bof- 
phorus  under  the  aufpices  of  the 
new  fangled  fovereign,  light  on 
the  tables,  and  fate  their  ravenous 
appetites  with  the  fubftance  of 
wretches  more  hopelefs  of  relief, 
and  no  lefs  worn  by  hunger  and 
mifery,  than  Phineas  himfelf.  It 
is  difficult  to  recognize  the  abjed 
rayah  in  the  Greek  fillily  balking 
in  the  blaze  of  Oriental  pomp,  and 
indulging  in  all  the  pride  and  in- 
folence  of  authority  and  office.  A 
fplendid  equipage,  a  train  of  fer- 
vants,  power  to  opprefs,  and  the 
means  of  extortion  develope  all  the 
vices  of  charader  which  penury 
and  fervile  dependence  had  before 
concealed.  The  Greek,  who  at 
Conftantinople  excites  pity  or  con¬ 
tempt,  raifes  difguft  and  abhor¬ 
rence  at  Bukareft  and  Taffy.  It 
will  naturally  be  imagined, --that 
a  court  thus  vitiated  in  its  confti- 
tuent  parts  cannot  exhibit  an  affem- 
blage  of  elegance  and  urbanity0 
Great  indeed  muft  be  the  apathy  of 
the  European  fpedator  who  can 
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witnefs,  without  experiencing  cor- 
refpondent  emotions,  the  ridicu¬ 
lous  combination  of  all  that  is  gro- 
tefque  in  ceremony  with  all  that  is 
vulgar  in  manners,  of  all  that  is 
fulfome  in  adulation,  with  all  that 
is  contemptible  in  vanity  and  hate¬ 
ful  in  overbearing  felf-fufficiency. 
Idlenefs  and  vanity  have  intro¬ 
duced  and  eftabliihed  the  cuftom, 
in  the  capitals  of  each  principality, 
of  palling  the  morning  in  attendance 
at  the  prince’s  levee.  The  Greeks, 
and  the  boyars ,  whether  in,  or  out 
of  office,  crowd  the  court,  and  fill 
up  the  vacancy  of  their  lives  by 
converfation  void  of  in te reft,  and 
the  awkward  difplay  of  felf- im¬ 
portance  ;  and  fo  contagious  is  the 
example  that  even  the  foreign  mer¬ 
chants  hurry  from  their  avocations 
to  prefent  themfelves  at  the  palace 
of  the  prince,  left  perhaps  their 
fervsmts  Ihould  difdain  to  wear  a 
livery,  which  is  not  every  day  ex- 
pofed  in  the  avenues  of  the  court. 

The  chief  officer  of  the  court  is 
the  poflelnik ,  or  marlhal :  he  is 
ufually  a  Greek,  and  is  the  chief 
medium  of  communication  with  the 
prince,  as  well  on  fubje<fts  of  buft- 
nefs  as  for  the  diftribution  of  fa¬ 
vours.  He  carries  the  mace  before 
the  prince  in  public  ceremonies,  and 
remains  Handing  on  the  fide  of  the 
throne.  The  commijfo ,  or  mafter  of 
the  horfe,  is  alfo  a  Greek  :  his  moft 
important  function  is  on  thefeftival 
of  St.  George,  when,  in  imitation 
of  thecuftomsofthe  Ottoman  court, 
thehorfes  are  led  out  to  grafs  :  the 
commijfo  clofes  the  proceffion, 
mounted  on  the  horfe  with  which 
the  prince  on  the  day  of  his  public 
audience  had  been  honoured  from 
the  fultan’s  ftables,  and  which,  as 
well  in  the  ftables  as  in  all  public 


ceremonies,  occupies,  in  right  o  f 
its  former  mafter,  the  place  of  ho¬ 
nour,  The  grammaticosy  or  Greek 
fecretary,  correfponds  with  the 
prince’s  residents  at  the  Porte  on 
public  bufmefs,  and  employs  a  great 
number  of  fubaltern  clerks  in  wri¬ 
ting  official  and  complimentary  let¬ 
ters  to  the  public  agents  in  the 
principality  and  the  neighbouring 
province.  The  portariajbi  offi¬ 
ciates  as  mafter  of  the  ceremonies 
to  all  Turks  of  diftinflion:  he  in~ 
troduces  them  to  the  prince’s  au¬ 
dience,  and  carefully  attends  to  the 
performance  of  all  the  honours  and 
ferviees  which  they  are  qualified  to 
expert  or  require.  Thefe,  as  alfo 
the  chief  boyars  and  other  great 
officers,  wear  their  beards. 

The  prince’s  body  guard  con« 
lifts  of  delhhy  and  tufenkgis  (muf- 
queteers.)  Thefe  men  are  chief!  j 
Albanians  of  the  Greek  com  mu*, 
nion,  who,  like  their  Mahometan 
countrymen,  enlift  as  mercenaries 
in  any  fervice  which  offers  a  pro¬ 
portionate  reward  :  they  interfere 
in  all  the  inteftine  diffenftons  of 
the  empire,  and  they  unite  with, 
the  bands  of  robbers  who  infelt 
the  Turkifh  provinces;  The  Al¬ 
banians,  whofe  anceftors  embraced 
the  religion  of  Mahomet  only  to 
avoid  the  greater  evil  of  a  general 
profcription,  are  negligent  in  their 
obfervanceof  its  praftices,  and  un* 
fteady  in  their  belief.  Profeffed 
Mahometans  have  even  related  to 
me  the  miracles  of  Chriftian  faints 
in  behalf  of  the  independence  of 
their  country  when  it  was  invaded 
by  the  Turks,  though  Mahometan 
Albanians  difdain  to  accept  of  fer¬ 
vice  under  a'  Chriftian.  Thefe 
who  are  engaged  in  the  fervice  of 
the  princes  are  fellows  of  deter- 
*  F  £.  2  mined 
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mined  courage,  expert  in  the  ufe 
of  their  fire-arms,  and  marked  with 
fears  gained  in  war  or  robbery  : 
they  feem  indeed  fcarcely  to  make 
any  diftin&iori  between  thefe  dif¬ 
ferent  profefiions,  but,  as  both  are 
dangerous,  fo  they  efteem  them  al- 
moft  equally  honourable.  Some 
Chriftian  Albanians,  who  ferved  as 
an  efcort  to  a  Greek  prince  with 
whom  I  once  travelled  through  a 
part  of  Turkey,  boafted  of  their 
atchievements  in  plundering  the  ca¬ 
ravans,  and  pointed  out  to  me  the 
fpot  where  they  had  laid  in  am. 
bufeade  in  one  of  the  defiles  of  the 
Hoemus,  Balkan,  Prince  Ipfilanti, 
to  reward  the  fidelity  of  a  Sclavo- 
nian  who  had  ferved  him  as  a  gar¬ 
dener,  raifed  a  company  of  Sclavo- 
nions,  on  his  being  appointed  to 
the  principality  of  Wallachia  in 
1802,  and  thefe  men  do  duty  in  his 
palace  at  Bukareft,  and  officiate  as 
his  body-guard.  Their  infolence 
furpaiTes  even  that  of  the  Turkilh 
foldiery.  I  faw  a  party  of  thefe 
lawlefs  ruffians  returning  in  triumph 
from  having  avenged  the  honour 
of  their  corps  by  the  infikfiion  of  a 
degrading  punifhment  on  a  boyar. 
One  of  their  company  had  purfued 
a  girl  into  the  houfe  of  her  mafter, 
but  had  been  forced  to  abandon 
the  purfuit,  and  after  fome  rough 
treatment,  which  his  behaviour 
neceffitated,  had  been  thruft  out  of 
the  houfe  by  the  fervants  of  the  fa¬ 
mily.  The  crime  was  expiated, 
under  the  authorization  of  the 
prince  himfelf,  by  the  boyar  pub¬ 
licly  undergoing,  in  the  court¬ 
yard  of  his  own  houfe  and  in  the 
prefence  of  the  populace,  tfie  pu- 
nifhment  of  the  baitinado  on  the 
foies  of  his  feet. 

The  prefident  of  the  divan  in 
each  principality  is  the  archbifhop 


or  metropolitan,  who  is  confidered 
as  the  head  and  oracle  of  the  law, 
from  the  afcendancy  ol  his  facred 
character  over  the  minds  of  an  un¬ 
cultivated  and  fuperftitious  people. 
The  other  members  of  the  divan 
are  the  great  public  funttionaries, 
whofe  titles  of  dcvor?;ik-mare,  loge- 
thiti-mare ,  fpathari  or  het?nany 
tve/liar-mare ,  &c.  correfpond  with 
thofe  of  chief  juftice,  chancellor, 
generaliffimo,  and  treafurer.  Many 
of  thefe  officers  are  men  of  the  fir  ft 
clafs  of  nobility,  and  natives  of 
the  country,  especially  the  trea¬ 
furer,  in  whofe  fituation  an  inti¬ 
mate  acquaintance  with  the  finan¬ 
cial  refources  and  the  moft  effica¬ 
cious  methods  of  extortion  is  effen- 
tially  neceffary.  The  inferior 
members  of  the  divan  have  no  voice 
either  in  deliberating,  or  in  decid¬ 
ing,  on  any  meafure  :  they  merely 
affix  their  fignatures  to  all  public 
afts. 

The  divan  is  the  high  court  of 
judicature.  It  receives  appeals 
from  the  inferior  tribunals,  and  its 
fentence,  if  confirmed  by  the  prince 
in  the  extraordinary  fitting  which 
is  held  twice  in  every  week,  is 
final.  The  criminal  tribunal  is 
compofecl  of  noblemen  of  the  fe- 
cond  clafs,  who  muft  have  paffed 
through  the  inferior  offices  of  the 
divan.  Ail  criminal  proceedings 
are  examined  every  Saturday  by 
the  prince  himfelf,  who  is  attended 
on  this  occafion  by  the  armafe,  or 
governor  of  the  public  prifons. 
The.  ufual  punifhments  for  flight 
offences  are  whipping,  or  public 
labour  for  a  length  of  time  propor¬ 
tioned  to  the  nature  of  the  crime  : 
in  inflances  of  greater  enormities 
the  guilty  perfon  is  punifhed  with 
the  lofs  of  his  ears,  and  is  fentenced 
to  work  in  the  fait  mines  for  the 
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remainder  of  his  life.  The  punifh- 
ment  of  deaths  though  not  wholly 
abolifhed,  is  rarely  infli&ed  ;  but 
when  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe 
feem  to  neceffitate  fo  dreadful  an 
example,  the  law  has  exprefsly  or¬ 
dained,  that  the  governor  of  the 
public  prifons,  even  after  the  fen- 
tence  of  death  againft  the  criminal 
has  been  delivered  to  him  in  wri¬ 
ting,  fhall  prefent  himfelf  before 
the  prince  three  feveral  times,  and 
at  each  time  fhall  repeat  the  folemn 
inquiry,  whether  the  prince  perfifts 
in  his  determination  of  fhedding 
human  blood.  This  wife  and  fa- 
lutary  regulation  is  afcribed  to 
Prince  Alexander  Iplilanti,  and  it 
is  juft,  that  his  name  defcend  to 
pofterity  among  thofe  of  the  bene- 
,fa<ftors  of  mankind  :  if  his  fuccef- 
fors  fufFer  it  to  fall  into  difufe  or 
to  degenerate  into  a  form  of  office, 
they  will  acquire  the  hatred  of  all 
good  men,  and  their  memory  will 
deferve  to  be  held  in  execration. 

The  boyars ,  who  compofe  the 
divan,  and  who  arrogantly  affiume 
the  rank  and  honours  of  hereditary 
grandees  of  the  country,  are  in 
reality  only  rich  proprietors  and 
unfeeling  tax-gatherers.  The  bo¬ 
yars  of  the  molt  ancient  families 
indeed  affert,  that  they  are  the  de¬ 
fendants  of  the  Slav:,  and  are  of  a 
diftindt  race  from  the  people,  who 
have  fprung  from  the  alliances  of 
the  Romans  with  the  original  Da¬ 
cians ;  but  the  chief  diftinftion 
among  the  nobles  is  their  wealth 
and  poffieffions.  The  great  majo¬ 
rity  of  the  Moldavian  and  Walla- 
chian  nobility  owe  their  creation 
to  the  fultan’s  cvai(vodasi  for  even 
thefe  ephemeral  beings,  thefe  fleet¬ 
ing  fhadows  of  royalty,  are  pre¬ 
fumed  to  confer  by  their  breath  a 
permanency  of  dignity  ;  and  the 


*4  97 

man  on  whom  they  have  once  con¬ 
ferred  any  office,  retains,  after  his 
removal,  the  title,  the  honours, 
and  even  the  privileges  of  nobility. 

The  colledf ive  powers  of  the  no¬ 
bles,  confidered  as  a  corporate 
body  reprefented  by  the  divan  or 
great  council,  are  fpecious  and  nu¬ 
gatory.  The  divan  appears  to  in¬ 
termeddle  in  the  management  of 
public  affairs,  but  it  poffeffes  no 
real  authority  ;  for  every  thing  is 
in  faff  conduced  by  the  princes 
and  his  mlnifters.  The  divan  is 
more  efpecially  authorized  to  fu- 
perintend  and  controul  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  of  the  public 
treafure  ;  and  the  fignatures  of  its 
members  are  neceffary  to  give  au¬ 
thenticity  to  the  annual  ftatement 
of  the  accounts  :  yet  their  figna¬ 
tures  are  a  mere  formality,  which 
in  faft  ferves  no  other  purpofe  than 
to  prevent  the  boyars  from  making 
reprefentations  to  the  porte  againft 
the  prince’s  government,  as  it  vir¬ 
tually  annuls  any  accufation  on 
their  part  of  his  having  haraffed 
the  country  by  oppreffive  taxes,  or 
levied  contributions  without  their 
concurrence. 

The  Greeks,  who  (hare  among 
themfelves  the  magiftracies  and 
other  public  employments  of  wealth 
and  dignity,  are  all  removed  from 
office  when  their  patron  is  depofed, 
and  are  obliged  to  quit  the  pro¬ 
vince,  uniefs  they  can  obtain  the 
confent  of  his  fucceffor  to  their  re¬ 
maining  behind,  in  which  cafe  they 
engage  themfelves  by  a  folemn 
oath  not  to  interfere  with,  nor  ob- 
ftrudl,  the  operations  of  his  go¬ 
vernment,  nor  to  carry  on  plots 
nor  intrigues  againft  his  perfon  and 
authority.  If  they  have  married 
women  of  the  country  poffeffed  of 
landed  eftatcs,  and  have  continued 
*  F  f  3  peaceable 
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peaceable  and  undiliurbed  through 
three  fucceffive  reigns,  they  are  re¬ 
puted  to  have  become  naturalized, 
and  rank  among  the  boyars  or  no¬ 
bility,  The  nobility,  as  well  as 
the  fecular  and  monaftic  clergy, 
are  exempt,  except  in  the  event  of 
extraordinary  demands,  from  all 
impolls,  taxes,  and  contributions 
whatever.  The  boyars ,  in  their 
indiv'dual  capacity,  tremble  be¬ 
fore  the  authority  of  the  prince  ; 
they  crofs  themfelves  when  they 
enter  the  palace,  in  order  to  avert 
the  dangers  which  befet  them  :  on 
approaching  the  prefence  chamber 
they  compofe  their  features  and  at¬ 
titude  into  the  exprefiion  of  fervile 
refpedt ;  few  among  them  are  per~ 
mined  to  kifs  the  prince’s  hand, 
and  many  efteem  it  an  honour  to  be 
allowed  to  touch  his  robe,  or  his 
feet. 

There  are  no  Turkilh  garrifons 
in  the  interior  of  either  principa¬ 
lity.  They  are,  however,  fur- 
jounded  by  fortreffes,  both  on  the 
Danube  and  the  Dniefter,  which 
are  commanded  and  garrifoned  by 
Turks,  who  alfo  exercife  a  civil 
jurifdi&ion  over  the  furrounding 
territory  to  a  certain  extent. 

The  jurifdidlion  of  the  princes 
of  Moldavia  and  Wallachia  does 
not  extend  to  the  waters  of  the 
Danube,  fo  that  there  is,  of  necef- 
iity,  a  Turkilh  magiftrate  conftant- 
ly  redding  at  Gaiatz,  in  order  to 
determine  difputes  or  litigations 
which  may  arife  between  the  na¬ 
tives  and  the  Muffulman  traders, 
ns  well  as  to  punifh  offences  com¬ 
mitted  beyond  the  territories  of 
the  prince.  It  rs  not  permitted  to 
Muffulmans  to  make  a  fixed  red- 
dcnce  in  either  principality.  Thofe 
whom  commercial  or  date  affairs 


occadonally  bring  into  the  coun¬ 
try,  are  lodged  in  the  khans  or 
hotels  exprefsly  built  for  their  ac¬ 
commodation  in  Yaffy  and  Bucha- 
reft,  which  are  maintained  at  the 
expenfe  of  government. 

The  divan  effendi,  or  Turkilh 
fecretary,  is  the  only  Muffulman 
in  the  fervice  of  the  prince.  His 
budnefsis  to  write  official  difpatches 
to  the  Ottoman  Porte,  to  read  and 
tranfiate  the  drmans  or  orders  of 
government,  and  to  give  judgment 
(jointly,  if  required,  with  a  cadi 
difpatched  for  the  purpofe  from  one 
of  the  neighbouring  fortreffes)  in 
ail  difputes,  in  which  the  interefts 
of  Muffulmans  are  involved.  The 
divan  effendi,  though  oftendbly  an 
agent  of  the  prince,  and  receiving  a 
large  falary  for  his  fervices,  is 
however  to  be  conddered  rather  as 
an  officer  of  the  porte,  who  is  au¬ 
thorized  to  infpetf  the  conduct  of 
the  prince.  His  influence  is  con- 
fequently  great,  and  his  prefence, 
by  overawing  the  prince,  allures 
the  obfervance  of  that  fubmif- 
flon  and  refpeft  for  the  turban,, 
which  is  the  firft  and  moft  dur¬ 
able  impreffion  on  the  minds  of  the 
Greeks. 

The  commander  in  chief  of  the 
national  force  is  named  hetman  in 
Moldavia  and  Jpathari  in  Walla¬ 
chia.  The  militia  in  each  prin¬ 
cipality  is  eftimated  at  flx  thou- 
fand  men,  infantry  and  cavalry. 
Once  a  year  each  man  receives  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  cloth  for  a 
veil  or  outward  garment:  their 
horfes,  arms,  and  accoutrements, 
are  provided  at  their  own  expenfe. 
The  advantage  which  they  derive 
from  their  profeffion  is  an  exemp¬ 
tion  from  taxation ;  but  nothing 
can  be  imagined  more  vile  and 
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contemptible  than  fuch  a  foldiery. 
They  are  commanded  by  captains 
appointed  by  the  hetman  or  fpa- 
thari,  and  are  difperfed  in  the  ca¬ 
pitals  and  in  different  pods  in  both 
provinces  *. 

The  redu&ion  and  the  degrada¬ 
tion  of  the  militia  were  begun  and 
completed  by  the  Greek  princes 
Nicholas  and  Conftantine  Mavro- 
cordato.  It  is  uncertain,  whether, 
in  this  inftance,  they  a<ded  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  willies  and  policy 
of  the  porte,  or  with  the  view  of 
appropriating  the  funds,  levied  for 
the  purpofes  of  national  defence,  to 
the  fupport  of  their  individual  au¬ 
thority.  The  natural  effect  of  the 
meafure  has  been  the  abfohn©  an¬ 
nihilation  of  the  liberty  and  inde¬ 
pendence  of  the  nation  and  its  go. 
vernment.  The  country  was  de¬ 
livered  over,  without  fear  of  re¬ 
volt  or  even  of  contradiction,  to 
the  extortions  of  the  porte;  and 
the  Turkifli  inhabitants  of  the  fou- 
thern  bank  of  the  Danube  commit¬ 
ted  depredations  with  impunity  on 
the  Wallachian  territory,  and  ex¬ 
acted  contributions  of  money  from 
the  vaivodas  and  their  lieutenants. 

As  military  governor  of  the  ca¬ 
pital  the  hetman  is  honoured  with 
the  neubeth  or  Moldavian  mulicd. 
He  holds  a  court,  and  has  a  prifon 
in  his  own  houfe  ;  he  is  empowered 
to  inflict  corporal  chaftifement  or 
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pecuniary  fine  :  his  office  is  confe- 
quently  ’lucrative,  and  his  authority 
extenfive,  and  being  next  in  dig¬ 
nity  to  that  of  the  prince,  is  ufual- 
ly  conferred  on  a  Greek,  a  relation 
or  favourite  of  the  reigning  prince. 

The  logothetis  are  the  heads  of 
the  office  of  chancery  :  they  keep 
the  public  regifters,  ilfue  all  di¬ 
plomas,  and  have  an  immediate  ju- 
rifdidtion  over  the  numerous  con¬ 
vents  and  the  reclufe  of  both  fexes. 
The  chief  logotheti  is  keeper  of 
the  great  feal.  The  arms  of  Mol¬ 
davia  are  the  head  of  an  ox.  Thofe 
of  Wallachia,  a  raven  Handing  on 
a  hill,  holding  a  crofs  in  its  beak^ 
between  the  fun  and  moon. 

The  d'vor nicks ,  or  chief  judges, 
are  men  verffid  in  the  praftices  of 
the  divan  and  courts  of  law,  and 
acquainted  with  the  laws  and 
ufages  -of  the  country.  They 
name  the  judges  of  the  departments,. 

The  rveftiari ,  or  grand  treafurer, 
is  removable  from  office  as  well  as 
the  other  miniflers  of  Hate ;  but 
the  third  treafurer,  who  princi» 
pally  condufts  the  bufinefs,  and 
whofe  fituation  requires  experience 
and  local  knowledge,  is  confidered 
as  permanently  poflefied  of  his  of¬ 
fice. 

The  ar?nafcy  or  governor  of  the 
public  prifon s,  exercifes  an  imme¬ 
diate  jurifdidlion  over  the  chin* 
ga?ieh$  or  gypfies. 


**  Le  grand-hatman  eft  le  general  de  la  cavalerie,  laquelle  peut  bien  fe  raonter,  avec 
les  fifres,  les  tambours,  les  capitaines,  les  lieutenants,  lea  officiers  et  bas-officiers,  an 
nombre  de  vingt-fept  a  vingt-huit  hommes  habilles  de  bleu,  i/aga,  lieutenant  general 
de  police,  a  toujours  avec  lui  an  regiment  de  dix  foldats  habilles  de  verd,  qui  joints  a  la 
garde  du  prince,  laquelie  eft  de  vingt  hommes  habilles  de  blej,  et  dix-huit  habilles  de 
rouge,  forment,  y  compris  la  cavalerie,  un  corps  d’armee  de  foixante  et  feize  hommes 
armes  de  moufquetons  la  plupart  fans  platine,  et  de  couteaux  la  plupart  Ians  manche.118 
Carra,  p.  180,  181. 

+  The  princes,  as  well  astheTurkifh  pafhas,have  a  band  of Turkiftumiftcians,  who 
play  military  mufic  every  afternoon  yi  the  court-yard  of  the  palace, 
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Account  of  the  Pur  rah  ;  a  religious 
and  political  Cujlom  on  the  voind- 

nvard  Coaft  of  Africa. 

\  ■  ' 

(From  Corny's  Ohfe novations  upon  the 
nvind'ward  Coafl  of  Africa .J 

Among  the  finguiar  cuftoms  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Africa,  there 
exlfts  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Sierra 
Leone,  and  more  particularly  among 
the  mixed  tribes  of  the  Foolahb, 
Soofees,  Roolams,  Sec.  an  inftitu- 
tion  of  a  religious  and  political  na¬ 
ture.  It  is  a  confederation  by  a 
folemn  oath,  and  binds  its  mem¬ 
bers  to  inviolable  fecrecy  not  to 
difeover  its  myfteries,  and  to  yield 
an  implicit  obedience  to  fupe- 
jriors,  called  by  the  natives  the 
Fur  rah. 

As  it  is  dangerous  to  enquire 
from  the  natives,  and  confequently 
difficult  to  procure  imormation  on 
this  fubjedl,  conjedure  mud  fupply 
the  want  of  oral  and  ocular  tefti- 
rnony  ;  but  what  I  have  here  ad¬ 
vanced  I  had  from  an  intelligent 
chief,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
fociety,  who,  I  am  neverthelefs 
convinced,  preferved  his  integrity, 
in  communicating  'the  following 
particulars,  as  1  never  could  in¬ 
duce  him  to  touch  upon  any  part 
of  the  myfteries,  which  he  acknow¬ 
ledged  to  exift,  but  fpoke  of  them 
with  the  utmoft  referve. 

The  members  of  this  fecret  tri¬ 
bunal  are  under  the  fupreme  con¬ 
trol  of  a  fovereign,  whofe  fuperior, 
or  head  man ,  commands  by  his 
council,  abfolute  fubmiffion  and  au¬ 
thority  from  the  fubordinate  coun¬ 
cils  and  members. 

To  be  admitted  into  the  confe¬ 
deracy  it  is  neceffiary  to  be  thirty 
years  of  age  ;  and  to  be  a  member 
of  the  grand  pur  rah ,  fifty  years  5 


and  the  oldeft  member  of  the  fab- 
ordinate  purr  ah  s  form  thofe  of  the 
fovereign  purrahs. 

iNo  candidate  is  admitted  but  at 
the  recommendation  and  refpon- 
fibility  of  members,  who  imprecate 
his  death,  if  he  betrays  fear  during 
his  initiation  into  the  ceremonies, 
or  the  facred  myfteries  of  the  aflfo- 
ciation ;  from  which  females  are 
entirely  excluded. 

Some  months  elapfe  in  the  pre¬ 
paration  for  admiffion,  and  the  can¬ 
didate  paffes  through  the  fevered 
trials,  in  which  every  dreadful  ex¬ 
pedient  is  employed  to  afeertain 
his  firinnefs  of  mind  and  courage. 

The  candidate  is  conduced  to  a 
facred  wood,  where  a  place  is  ap¬ 
pointed  for  his  habitation,  from 
which  he  dares  not  abfent  himfelf ; 
if  he  does,  he  is  immediately  fur- 
rounded  and  (truck  dead.  His 
food  is  fupplied  by  men  mafkea, 
and  he  rauft  obferve  an  uniform 
file  nee. 

Fires,  during  the  night,  fur- 
round  thefe  woods,  to  prefer  ve 
them  inviolate  from  the  unhallowed 
Heps  of  curiofity,  into  which  if 
indiferetion  tempts  any  one  to 
enter,  a  miferable  exit  is  the 
reful  t. 

When  the  trials  are  all  gone 
through,  initiation  follows :  the 
candidate  is  firft  fworn  to  fecrecy, 
to  execute  implicitly  the  decrees 
of  the  purrah  of  his  order,  and  to 
be  devoted  to  the  commands  of  the 
fovereign  purrah , 

During  the  procefsof  initiation, 
the  hallowed  woods  refound  with 
dreadful  howlings,  fhrieks,  and 
other  horrid  noifes,  accompanied 
by  conflagrations  and  flames. 

This  fecret  and  inquifitorial  tri¬ 
bunal  takes  cognizance  of  crimes 
and  delinquencies,  more  efpecially 

witch** 
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witchcraft  and  murder ;  and  alfo 
operates  as  a  mediator  in  wars,  and 
diffentions  among  powerful  tribes 
and  chiefs.  Its  interference  is  ge¬ 
nerally  attended  with  effeft,  more 
particularly  if  accompanied  by  a 
threat  of  vengeance  from  the 
furrah  ;  and  a  fufpenfion  of  hofti- 
lities  is  fcrupuloufly  obRrved, 
until  it  is  determined  who  is  the 
aggreftor;  while  this  inveftigai  ion 
takes  place  by  the  fovereign 
purrahy  as  many  of  the  warriors 
are  convoked,  as  they  conceive  ne- 
eeffary  to  enforce  their  judgment, 
which  ufually  configns  the  guilty 
to  a  pillage  of  forne  days.  To 
execute  the  decree,  they  avail 
themfelves  of  the  night  to  depart 
from  the  place  where  the  fovereign 
furrah  is  aftembled,  previoufty 
difguifing  their  perfons  with  hi¬ 
deous  objects,  and  dividing  them¬ 
felves  into  detachments,  armed 
with  torches  and  warlike  weapons; 
they  arrive  at  the  village  of  the 
condemned,  and  proclaim  with  tre¬ 
mendous  yells  the  decree  of  the 
fovereign  pur  rah.  The  affrighted 
victims  of  fuperftition  and  injuftice 
are  either  murdered  or  made  cap¬ 
tives,  and  no  longer  form  a  people 
among  the  tribes. 

The  produce  arifing  from  this 
horrid  and  indifcriminate  execution 
of  the  decrees  of  this  tribunal  is 
divided  equally  between  the  in¬ 
jured  tribe,  and  the  fovereign 
furrah ;  the  latter  {hare  is  again 
fubdivided  among  the  warriors  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  execution  of  its  dia¬ 
bolical  decree,  as  a  (  recompenfe 
for  their  zeal,  obedience,  and 
promptitude. 

The  families  of  the  tribes  under 
the  dominion  ot  this  infernal  con¬ 
federacy,  when  they  become  ob¬ 
jects  of  fufpicion  or  rivalry,  are 
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fubje&ed  to  immediate  pillage,  and 
if  they  refill,  are  dragged  into 
their  fecret  recedes,  where  they 
are  condemned,  and  configned  to 
oblivion. 

Its  fupreme  authority  is  more 
immediately  confined  to  the  Sher- 
bro;  and  the  natives  of  the  Bay 
of  Sierra  Leone  fpeak  of  it  with 
refer ve  and  dread ;  they  confider 
the  brotherhood  as  having  inter- 
courfe  with  the  had ’ ffirity  or  devil, 
and  that  they  are  forcerers,  and 
invulnerable  to  human  power.  Of 
courfe  the  furrah  eucourages  thefe 
fuperftitious  prejudices,  which  ef» 
tablifh  their  authority  and  refpeCt, 
as  the  members  are  numerous,  and 
are  known  to  each  other  by  cer¬ 
tain  figns  and  expreftions.  The- 
Mandingos  have  alfo  their  facred 
woods  and  myfteries,  where,  by 
their  delufions  and  exorcifms,  they 
prepare  their  children  for  circum- 
cifion. 

The  Soofees,  inhabiting  the  bor¬ 
ders  of  the  Rio  Pongo,  have  a 
fpecies  of  f  urrah ,  which  gives  its 
members  great  confequence  among 
them ;  but  ^heir  ceremonies  are 
kept  alfo  with  inviolable  fecercy, 
and  they  are  bound  by  horrid  oaths 
and  incantations.  Thefe  people 
feem  to  delight  in  diffeminating 
improbable  tales  of  their  inftitu- 
tion,  and  their  invention  appears 
to  be  exhaufted  in  fuperftitious  le¬ 
gends  of  its  myfteries. 

The  Timmanees  have  an  inqui- 
fitonal  inftilution  called  bunday  to 
which  women  only  are  fubjeCted. 
The  feafon  of  penitence  is  fuper- 
intended  by  an  elderly  woman, 
called  hunda  woman ;  and  fathers 
even  confign  their  wives  and  daugh¬ 
ters  to  her  inveftigation  when  they 
become  objects  of  fufpicion.  Here 
is  extracted  from  them  an  unre¬ 
fer  ved 
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Served  confeffion  of  every  crime 
committed  by  themfelves,  or  to 
which  they  are  privy  in  others. 
Upon  their  admiffion  they  are  be- 
fmeared  with  white  clay,  which 
obliterates  every  trace  of  human 
appearance,  and  they  are  folemnly 
abjured  to  make  an  unequivocal 
confeffion  ;  which  if  not  complied 
with,  they  are  threatened  with 
death  as  the  inevitable  confequence. 
The  general  reful t  is  a  difcovery 
of  fadt  and  faifehood,  in  propor¬ 
tion  as  their  fears  of  punifhment 
are  aroufed,  which  the  hunda  wo¬ 
man  makes  known  to  the  people 
who  affemble  in  the  village  or 
town  where  the  hunda  is  inftituted. 
If  file  is  fatisficd  with  the  con- 
feflion,  the  individual  is  di  {miffed 
from  the  bunda>  and  an  adt  of  obli¬ 
vion  is  palled  relative  to  her  former 
conduct ;  but  where  the  crime  of 
witchcraft  is  included,  flavery  is 
uniformly  the  confequence :  thole 
accufed  as  partners  in  her  guilt  are 
obliged  to  undergo  the  ordeal  by 
red  water ,  redeem  themfelves  by 
Haves,  or  go  into  flavery  them¬ 
felves. 

When  the  hunda  woman  is  dif- 
fatisfled  with  the  confeflions,  file 
makes  the  objedt  fit  down,  and 
after  rubbing  poifonous  leaves,  pro¬ 
cured  for  the  purpofe,  between  her 
hands,  and  infuAng  them  in  water, 
fhe  makes  her  drink  in  proportion 
to  its  Arength.  It  naturally  occa- 
fions  pain  in  the  bowels,  which  is 
confidered  as  an  infallible  evidence 
of  guilt.  Incantations  and  charms 
are  then  reforted  to  by  the  hunda 
woman,  to  afcertain  what  the  con¬ 
cealed  crime  is,  and  after  a  decent 
period  employed  in  this  bufibonery, 
ihe  charges  are  brought  in  con¬ 
formity  with  the  imagination  or 
malignity  of  this  prieflefs  of  myfi. 
tery  and  iniquity* 


During  the  continuance  of  this 
engine  of  avarice,  oppreflion,  and 
fraud  in  any  town,  the  chiefs 
caufe  their  great  drum  and  other 
infiruments  of  mufic  to  be  conti¬ 
nually  in  adlion,  and  every  ap¬ 
pearance  of  reflive  hilarity  per¬ 
vades  among  the  inhabitants,  ac¬ 
companied  by  the  fong  and  the 
dance. 

Contumacy,  or  a  refufal  to 
confefs,  is  invariably  followed  by 
death. 

In  (hort,  the  bewildered  natives 
feel  the  effedts,  and  dread  the 
power  of  thefe  extraordinary  in- 
Aitutions ;  they  know  they  exiA, 
but  their  deliberations  and  myfie- 
ries  are  impenetrably  concealed 
from  them ;  and  the  objects  of 
their  vengeance  are  in  total  igno¬ 
rance,  until  the  annihilating  Aroke 
of  death  terminates  their  mortal 
career. 

It  is  impoflible  to  contemplate 
the  religious  inAitutions,  and  fu- 
perAitious  cuAoms  of  the  weAern 
nations  of  Africa,  north  of  the 
equator,  without  clofely  aflimi- 
lafing  them  with  thofe  of  Ethiopia 
and  Egypt ;  and  from  hence  to 
infer  that  a  correfpondence  has 
exifled  between  the  eaAern  and 
weAern  inhabitants  of 'this  great 
continent. 


Sketches  of  the  Manners  and  Cuf~ 
toms  of  the  Mofquito  Indians . 

(F  rom  Henderfon  s  Account  of  the 
Britijh  Settlement  of  Honduras'.  J 

The  Mofquito  Indians  inhabit 
a  conflderable  fpace  of  country  on 
the  continent  of  America,  nearly 
extending  from  Point  CaAile,  or 
(Jape  Honduras,  the  fouthern  point 
of  the  Bay  of  Truxillo,  to  the 
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northern  branch  of  the  river  Nica¬ 
ragua,  called  ufually  St.  Juan’s; 
and  comprehending  within  thefe 
limits  nearly  ioo  leagues  of  land 
on  the  fea  coaft,  from  latitude  1 1 
to  1 6  deg.  A  chain  of  high 
mountains  may  be  confidered  as 
the  natural  barrier  between  their 
nation  and  the  Spanidi  polfeffions 
in  this  part  of  the  world. 

Thefe  people  have  long  been  in 
alliance  with  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  and  entertain  generally  a 
mod:  exalted  opinion  of  thejudice 
and  magnanimity  of  the  Englifh, 
and  a  perfect  detedation  of  their 
neighbours  the  Spaniards.  A  tra¬ 
dition  has  long  prevailed  amongd 
them,  that  the  grey-eyed  people, 
meaning  the  Engliih,  have  been 
particularly  appointed  to  protehl 
them  from  oppreffion  or  bondage. 
And  they  may  enviably  be  claffed 
with  the  very  few  tribes  whcfe 
liberties  have  remained  uninter¬ 
rupted  by  European  aggreffion  on 
this  fide  the  Atlantic. 

The  foil  they  inhabit  is  abun¬ 
dantly  fertile,  and  capable  of 
many  modes  of  cultivation.  In¬ 
dian  com  of  the  fined  quality, 
plantains,  caffava-root,  varieties 
of  the  yam  and  fweet  potatoe,  are 
plentifully  raifed  from  it.  The 
fugar-cane,  cotton  and  tobacco 
thrive  equally  well;  and  in  the 
mountainous  fituations,  coffee,  no 
doubt,  might  be  produced,  not  in¬ 
ferior  to  that  which  is  raifed  in  the 
Wed  India  Iflands. 

In  this  country  there  is  alfo 
plenty  of  mahogany,  and  many 
other  kinds  of  wood,  which  might 
probably  meet  the  purpofes  ot  or¬ 
namental  ufe  extremely  well.  But 
the  entire  want  of  harbours  of 
fufficient  depth  for  any  veffels  but 
thofe  of  the  fmalied  burden  mud; 
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prevent  any  material  advantage 
refulting  from  thefe  fources.  Se¬ 
veral  fpecies  of  dye-wood  are  like- 
wife  found,  fome  of  which  are  ufed 
in  colouring  a  coarfe  kind  of 
cloth,  the  manufa&ure  of  the  na¬ 
tives.  We  learn  from  Mr.  Ed¬ 
wards,  Hid.  Wed  Indies,  vol.  I, 
p.  55,  56,  that  as  early  as  the  dis¬ 
covery  of  Columbus,  the  people 
of  the  idands  he  vifited  were 
found  abundantly  furnifhed  with  a 
fubdantial  cotton  cloth  of  native 
manufacture.  This  they  dained 
with  various  colours,  but  the  one 
they  mod  admired  was  red.  A 
common  origin,  to  go  no  further, 
may  perhaps  be  affixed  to  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  different  idands  in 
this  part  of  the  wedern  world  and 
the  people  of  the  adjacent  conti¬ 
nent  ;  hence  the  driking  confor¬ 
mity  in  manners,  cudoms,  &c., 
which  have  been  fo  frequently 
traced  as  charatfferiftic  of  both. 

The  rivers  dowing  through  this 
extendve  country  are  very  numer¬ 
ous,  and  mod  of  them  are  navi¬ 
gable  a  condderable  didance  for 
canoes  or  fmall  veffels.  The  many 
fpacious  lagoons  with  which  it 
abounds  render  it  alfo,  in  a  pic. 
turefque  point  of  view,  finguiarly 
intereding. 

Of  the  former,  the  mod  de. 
ferving  of  notice  are,  Black,  or 
Rio-Tinto,  Plantain,  Paytook, 
Poyers,  great  and  little.  Cape, 
Coree,  Towkeas,  Blue-fields,  & c. 
Of  the  latter,  Black-river,  Brew* 
ers,  Caratafka,  Wav  a.  Pearl-key* 
Blue-fields,  &c. 

Fifhes  of  infinite  variety  are  the 
inhabitants  of  both ;  and  the 
neighbouring  grounds  abound  With 
deer,  antelopes,  warree,  and  pec* 
cary.  Birds  of  various  fpecies, 
adorned  with  ail  the  richnefs  of 
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plumage fo  peculiar  to  tropical  fix¬ 
ations,  enliven  every  fpot.  And 
the  whole  of  thefe  may  be  viewed 
as  almoit  holding  an  undiilurbed 
pofifeffion  of  their  native  haunts ; 
for  neceffity  alone,  and  that  of  the 
molt  imperious  kind,  can  ever 
impel  the  Indian  to  feek  for 
either. 

The  cattle  are  fmall,  but.  from 
the  vaff  extent  and  excellence  of 
the  pafturage,  the  meat  they  fupply 
is  fat  and  extremely  well  fla¬ 
voured.  Horfes  are  alfo  very  nu¬ 
merous,  and,  though  generally 
fmall,  not  unha  ;  dfome.  Hogs  are 
raifed  in  extraordinary  numbers ; 
and  poultry  of  ail  kinds  is  abun¬ 
dant  and  large. 

Many  of  the  Mofquito  Indians 
are  of  a  mixed  breed,  between 
that  of  the  aboriginal  and  the 
negro  of  the  Samba  country.  Ac¬ 
cident  produced  this  variety,  from 
the  circumitance  of  an  African 
fiave-fhip,  many  years  pall,  hav¬ 
ing  been  wrecked  on  their  coaft, 
from  which  feveral  women  were 
faved,  and  who  were  immediately 
chofen  by  the  natives  for  wives. 

The  men  in  general  are  athletic 
and  well  formed.  Their  height, 
on  an  average,  may  be  taken  at 
five  feet  eight.  The  women  are 
frequently  hanclfome ;  their  chil¬ 
dren,  when  young,  are  particularly 
fo.  Their  habits  and  intercourse 
with  each  other  denote  much  affec¬ 
tion,  the  old  and  the  young 
being  found  in  continual  affo- 
ciation. 

They  wear  little  cloathing. 
Seldom  any  thing  more,  men  and 
women,  than  a  lmall  kind  of 
wrapper,  which  reaches  from  the 
lower  part  of  the  waift  to  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  thigh.  On  particular 
occafions,  the  chief  men  dually 


appear  in  Britifh  regimentals,  the 
military  titles  of  which  nation 
they  invariably  adopt.  Many  of 
them  held  commiffions  from  the 
Governor  of  Jamaica,  and  from 
his  Majefly’s  Superintendant  of 
Honduras.  The  women  are  in  the 
habit  or  decorating  their  perfons 
with  a  profufion  of  beads,  to 
which  fpecies  of  finery  they  are 
pallionately  attached,  and  very 
commonly  paint  their  faces  and 
necks  wiih  a  kind  of  red  ochre, 
which  is  found  in  their  country. 
Them  children  go  entirely  naked; 
and,  when  young,  are  always 
borne  on  the  back  of  the  mother. 
Amongfl  thefe  people,  all  the 
offices  of  the  domefiic  kind  are 
exclufively  performed  by  the  fe¬ 
male  :  the  male  would  be  degraded 
by  fuch  fervices. 

Their  dwellings  are  formed  in 
a  flyle  of  the  rudeft  fimpiieity, 
being  little  more  than  a  number  of 
rough  poles  placed  perpendicularly 
in  the  ground,  and  roofed  with 
the  leaves  of  the  palmetto  tree. 
They  are  ufually  large,  and  left 
entirely  open  at  the  fides.  The 
floor  is  of  clay,  and  in  the  centre 
of  it  is  the  fire-place.  Thefe  ha¬ 
bitations  feldom  contain  more  than 
one  apartment,  and  this  commonly 
affords  accommodation  to  feveral 
families.  The  bed  o^each,  a  mat, 
is  placed  on  what  Is  called  a 
barb  ecu,  a  frame  made  of  flicks, 
and  raifed  a  few  feet  from  the 
ground.  This,  with  a  few  earthen 
pots  for  cookery,  are  the  chief 
articles  of  furniture. 

The  government  of  the  Mof¬ 
quito  Indians  is  hereditary  ;  and  a 
very  exaft  and  perfeft  idea  of  the 
Britifh  law  of  fucceffion  is  enter¬ 
tained  by  them.  It  is  a  fubjefl: 
which  engages  much  of  their  at¬ 
tention  * 
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tention,  from  its  having  long  been 
one  of  clofe  imitation  amongft 
themfelves.  Indeed,  it  would  per¬ 
haps  be  found,  that  many  points 
of  our  doCtrine  of  primogeniture 
are  much  more  accurately  under¬ 
flood  by  thefe  people  than  by  fome 
who  are  more  immediately  intereft- 
ed  in  fuch  difcuffions.  It  certainly 
is  not  unfrequent  to  find  Indians  in 
this  nation,  at  leaft  thole  of  the 
fuperior  clafs,  capable  of  dif- 
courfing  on  fuch  topics  with  a  pre- 
cifion  that  might  refled  no  difcredit 
on  a  civilian. 

The  late  King,  George,  was 
murdered,  and  his  death  attributed 
very  openly  to  the  defigns  of  his 
brother,  Prince  Stephen.  The 
former  was  unalterably  attached  to 
the  Englifn ;  the  latter,  it  is  con¬ 
fidently  pronounced,  has  been  fe- 
duced  by  bribery  to  very  oppofite 
interefts,  and  with  which  he  has 
feduloufly  attempted  to  infeCt  his 
countrymen.  The  fchemes  of  Prince 
Stephen,  however,  have  met  with 
little  fuccefs  ;  which  has  princi¬ 
pally  arifen  from  the  unremitted 
and  adive  vigilance  of  General 
Robinfon,  one  of  the  next  perfons 
in  point  of  confequence  to  the 
royal  family,  and  who  contrives 
to  preferve  a  kind  of  regency  until 
the  fen  and  heir  of  the  late  king 
fhall  become  of  age  to  take  upon 
himfelf  the  bufinefs  of  govern¬ 
ment.  The  prefent  king  is  but  a 
youth,  and  fome  years  ago  was 
fent  to  Jamaica  to  be  educated 
under  the  direction  and  guidance  of 
the  governor  of  that  ifland. 

The  laws  of  thefe  people  are 
fimple  and  concife.  The  legifla- 
tive  and  judicial  power,  as  it  ufu- 
ally  happens  in  nations  where  no 
£xed  principles  of  either  have  been 
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acquired,  refide3  exclufively  in  the 
will  of  him  who  governs.  The 
king,  or  chief,  is  completely  def- 
potic.  Whenever  he  difpatches  a 
meffenger,  his  commands  are 
always  accompanied  by  his  cane: 
this  token  eftablifties  the  credibility 
of  the  bearer,  and  a  fudden  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  purport  of  his 
errand.  In  this  way  decrees  are 
enforced,  the  punifhment  due  to 
offence  remitted,  or  the  feverefl 
fentence  annexed  to  it  carried  into 
inflant  execution. 

They  have  one  law  againff: 
adultery  which  has  fomething  cu¬ 
rious  in  it.  The  fine  impofed  on 
the  offender  is,  that  he  pay  the  in¬ 
jured  hufband  an  ox.  This  pe¬ 
nalty,  the  head  man  of  the  parti¬ 
cular  tribe  to  which  the  adulterer 
belongs,  is  ftriCtly  bound  by  long 
cuflom  to  fee  punctually  complied 
with,  or  one  of  his  own  cattle 
may  be  taken  as  a  lawful  indem¬ 
nity.  Should  the  latter  happen, 
the  chief  then  exaCts,  as  an  equi¬ 
valent  for  what  he  lofes  by  the 
offence,  a  ftated  period  of  fervi- 
tude  from  the  offender* 

In  this  country  there  is  neither 
prieft,  phyfician,  or  lawyer ;  but 
there  is  a  profeffor  of  another  fei- 
ence,  who  commonly  unites  the 
duties  of  the  three ;  this  is  the 
Sokee,  or  Conjuror,  a  perfon  of 
high  importance,  and  whofe  occult 
fkili  is  ever  regarded  with  the 
deepeft  and  molt  implicit  vene¬ 
ration. 

They  have  no  modes  of  public 
worfhip,  nor  could  any  particular 
forms  of  religious  perfuafion  be 
found  to  prevail  amongft  them. 
There  is  little  doubt,  however,  of 
their  paying  adoration  to  evil  fpt - 
rits,  from  a  fingular  belief  which 
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is  entertained,  that  they  have 
much  more  inconvenience  to  ap¬ 
prehend  from  the  influence  of  the 
bad  than  the  good. 

In  common  with  moft,  if  not 
with  all  rude  tribes,  polygamy  is 
freely  allowed,  and  a  plurality  of 
wives  is  the  privilege  of  every 
hufband  in  the  Mofquito  nation  ; 
but  perhaps  it  has  feldom  been  in¬ 
dulged  in  equal  extent  in  any 
country.  Many  men  here  claim 
from  two  to  fix  wives ;  few  can  be 
found  fatisfied  with  one :  their 
late  king  furpaffed  all  his  fubjefts 
in  this  refpeft,  he  claimed  no  lefs 
than  twenty  two !  His  Mofquito 
Majefty  might  very  well  have  ex¬ 
claimed  with  honeft  Launcelot— 
te  Alas!  fifteen  wives  is  nothing.” 
At  the  fame  time  it  may  be  ob- 
erved,  that  this  circumftance  is 
attended  with  far  lefs  inconve¬ 
nience  than  might  poflibly  be  found 
annexed  to  it  in  moft  other  fitu- 
ations,  the  numerous  claimants  for 
the  affe&ion  or  favour  of  their 
lord  never  difcovering  the  lead 
jealoufy  or  hatred  towards  each 
other. 

The  females  are  taken  for  wives 
at  a  very  tender  age,  frequently 
when  they  have  fcarcely  attained 
their  tenth  year.  At  the  hour  of 
their  birth,  the  contract  for  their 
deflination  in  this  refpeft  is  not 
uncommonly  formed  with  the  huf¬ 
band  and  their  parents.  And  from 
what  would  feem  fo  premature  an 
engagement,  that  which  ufually 
difcovers  itfelf  in  this  fex  mu  ft 
be  expedited  to  happen,  an  early 
appearance  of  advanced  years.  It 
is  likewife  obferved,  a  natural 
confequence  of  the  above,  that  the 
duration  of  life  between  the  fexes 
is  found  greatly  difproportionate. 


A  lingular  cuftom  is  fcrupu- 
loufly  obferved  by  the  women  of 
this  nation.  At  the  time  of  par¬ 
turition,  an  habitation  is  prepared 
for  them  in  the  deepeft  recedes  of 
the  woods,  to  which,  with  a  fe¬ 
male  afliftant,  they  retire,  and 
where  they  remain  fecluded  from 
every  eye  for  a  ftated  period. 
This  paft,  a  public  luftration  of 
themfelves  and  offspring  muft  take 
place  previous  to  their  being  again 
admitted  to  the  fociety  of  their  re¬ 
latives  and  friends. 

Thefe  Indians  may  in  one  refpedl 
be  thought  to  referable  the  lm~ 
provifatori  cf  fome  other  countries. 
Their  metrical  effufions  being  en¬ 
tirely  fpontaneous,  and  ufually 
thrown  into  a  kind  of  meafure, 
which,  if  it  be  rude  and  unculti¬ 
vated,  poftefTes,  neverthelefs,  fome- 
thing  peculiarly  foft  and  plaintive 
to  recommend  it.  The  fubje&s 
which  excite  their  verfe  are  chiefly 
of  the  latter  defcription. 

In  a  political  point  of  view,  an 
alliance  with  the  Mofquito  Indians 
can  be  confidered  but  of  relative 
importance.  They  hold  little  pre* 
tenfion  to  the  character  of  warlike, 
the  laft  quality,  however,  that 
humanity  might  wifh  to  contem¬ 
plate  them  in ;  nor  are  there  any 
advantages  of  a  commercial  nature 
refulting  from  fuch  connexion. 
The  implacable  enmity  they  have 
ever  borne  towards  one  nation,  our 
frequent  foe,  from  what  caufe  it 
may  be  unneeeftary  to  inquire,  is 
perhaps  the  beft  claim  they  can . 
offer  for  the  extenfion  of  our 
friendfhip. 

This  nation  cannot  number  at 
the  utmoft  more  than  i  £oo  or  2000 
men  capable  of  ufing  arms.  Im¬ 
mediately  contiguous  to  it  are  two 
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,®tte  tribes,  called  the  Poyers  and 
the  Towkcas.  Thefe  people  are 
more  numerous,  and  confidered 
much  more  enterprifmg  and  brave, 
although  they  are  tributary  to  the 
Former,  and  have  been  fo  from 
time  immemorial.  The  acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  this  dependance  is  eX- 
preffed  by  the  annual  payment  of 
a  certain’  number  of  cattle.  But 
neither  the  Foyers  or  Towkcas 
pofTefs  any  thing  like  the  civiliza¬ 
tion  of  the  Mofquito  people. 
Hence  unquestionably  the  caufe  and 
continuance  of  their  vafialage. 

In  conclufion,  from  all  that 
could  be  obferved  during  a  fhort 
relidence  amongft  thefe  Indians,  it 
appeared  they  were  living  in  the 
enjoyment  of  much  focial  happi- 
nefs,  and  with  a  comparative  de¬ 
gree  of  plenty.  That  their  com¬ 
forts  and  convenience  might  be 
greatly  increased  were  they  more 
induftrious,  feemed  no  lefs  obvious; 
but  exertion  of  any  kind  is  in  no 
ihape  their  charaderiftic. 


Account  of  the  Wuhahees* 
{From  Waring* s  Tour  to  Sheeraz,) 

I  have  formerly  taken  notice 
of  the  Wuhabee  Arabs,  and  I  fhall 
now  give  as  corred  an  account  as 
I  am  able  of  the  religion  and  hif- 
tory  of  this  people.  The  founder 
of  this  religion,  Ubdool  Wuhab, 
Was  a  native  of  Ujunu,  a  town  in 
the  province  of  Ool  Urud ;  fotne 
have  been  of  opinion  that  Moolla 
Moohummud,  the  fon  of  Ubdool 
Wuhab,  was  the  firft  perfon  who 
promulgated  doctrines  fubverflve 
of  the  Moofulman  faith ;  however 
this  may  be,  it  is  certain  that  one 
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or  other  of  thefe  perfons  was  the 
founder  of  the  religion  of  the 
Wuhabees,  and  the  name  inclines 
me  to  believe  Ubdool  Wuhab. 

Both  thefe  perfons  were  great 
travellers;  they  ftudied  under  the 
principal  Moohummedan  dolors 
at  Buffbra  and  at  Bagdad,  and 
afterwards  went  to  Damafcus, 
where  Ubdool  Wuhab  hrlt  begaa 
to  avow  his  religious  principles. 
The  priefls  were  alarmed  at  the 
tendency  ©f  his  dodnnes  ;  he  was 
obliged  to  fly  from  this  city  ;  and 
on  his  arrival  at  Mouful,  he  pub¬ 
licly  fupported  the  purity,  excel¬ 
lence,  and  orthodoxy  of  his  tenets. 
After  a  fhort  flay  at  Mouful,  he 
returned  to  his  own  country, 
and  had  foon  the  good  fortune  to 
convert  the  governor  of  his  native 
town,  and  many  of  the  principal 
Sheikhs.  It  is  alleged  that  Moolla 
Moohummud  received  the  fifler  of 
his  protedor  in  marriage,  and 
that  loon  after  he  had  the  ingrati¬ 
tude  to  murder  his  benefactor,  af¬ 
firming,  that  he  was  an  oppreffor 
and  a  tyrant,  and  that  his  love  of 
juftice  would  not  allow  him  to 
overlook  fuch  deteflable  crimes, 
even  in  a  beloved  relation.  This 
flory  does  not  appear  to  me  to  he 
Worthy  of  credit ;  I  notice  it  as  I 
have  made  mention  of  Moolla  Moo- 
hummud,  but  it  was  probably  the 
invention  of  fome  bigoted  and 
rancorous  Moofulman,  willing  to 
defcribe  the  charader  of  this  reli¬ 
gious  innovator  in  the  blacked: 
colours. 

Ubdool  Wuhab  was  regarded  by 
his  new  profelytes  in  the  light  of 
an  independent  lawgiver ;  and  he 
prudently  exerted  his  authority  to 
compofe  the  differences  exifling 
among  his  converts,  and  by  this 
means  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
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the  mo  ft  powerful  party  in  Nujd. 
His  religious  furor  induced  him 
not  only  to  propagate  his  opinions 
by  argument  and  perfuafion,  but 
alfo  with  ail  that  intolerant  zeal 
and  holy  cruelty  which  marked 
the  rife  and  progrefs  of  Mahome- 
tamfm.  Ubdool  Wuhab  greatly 
extended  his  conquefts,  and  in’  a 
{hort  time  gained  pofteflion  of 
nearly  the  whole  of  Ool  Urud. 

On  his  death,  Ubdool  Uzeez 
fucceeded  him,  and  continued  to 
follow  the  fame  meafures  for  conci¬ 
liating  the  Arab  Sheikhs  as  had 
been  purfued  by  his  father.  This 
new  religion,  which  had  fprung 
up  in  the  midft  of  Arabia,  ex¬ 
cited  the  attention,  and  roufed  the 
indignation  of  the  orthodox  Iheikhs, 
who  could  not  bear  the  notion  of 
the  Wuhabees  ridiculing  with  con¬ 
tempt  the  legends  and  tales  which 
they  fo  confcientioufly  believed. 
The  Wuhabees  are  accufed  of  pro- 
fefting  the  following  belief : — 
“  That  there  is  one  juft  and  wife 
God ;  that  all  thofe  perfons  called 
prophets  are  only  to  be  conftdered 
as  juft  and  virtuous  men,  and  that 
there  never  exifted  an  infpired  work 
nor  an  infpired  writer. **  Ubdool 
Wuhab,  however,  thought  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  impofe  fome  religious 
obfervances  on  his  followers,  and 
has  interd idled  the  ufe  of  tobacco, 
opium,  and  coffee  ;  indeed  I  have 
met  with  many  Moofulmans  who 
have  thought  it  contrary  to  their 
religion  to  fmoke. 

Among  a  number  of  the  civil 
ordinances  of  Wuhabees,  are  the 
following: — (t  Illegal  to  levy  du¬ 
ties  on  goods  the  property  of  a 
Moofulman  3  on  fpecie,  the  Zueat, 
or  two  and  a  half  per  cent ;  land 
watered  naturally  to  pay  ten  per 
cent. 3  artificially,  five  per  cent.  3 


the  revenues  of  conquered  countries 
to  belong  to  the  community  3  the 
revenues  to  be  divided  into  five 
parts,  one  to  be  given  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  treafury,  the  reft  to  be  kept 
where  collected,  to  be  allotted  for 
the  good  of  the  community  for 
travellers  and  charitable  purpofes; 
a  Moofulman  who  deviates  from 
the  precepts  of  the  Koran  to  be 
treated  as  an  infidel;  the  deft rudfion 
of  magnificent  tombs  a  neceffary  adl 
of  devotion,” 

The  extenfive  depredations  of 
thefe  reforming  Arabs  at  length 
excited  the  refentment  of  the  pafha 
of  Bagdad,  who  fent  a  formidable 
force  agafoft  them,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  fheikh  of  Moontufij, 
who  had  diftinguifhed  himfelf  fome 
years  before  by  the  capture  of 
Buffora.  This  force  penetrated  as 
far  as  Lahfar,  which  is  at  no  great 
diftance  from  Dury-yu,  the  capital 
of  the  Wuhabees.  The  fort  of 
Lahfar  was  taken,  and  the  fheikh 
of  Moontufij  was  refolved  on  de* 
ftroying  the  capital  of  the  infidels. 
Ubdool  Uzeez  faw  no  way  of 
averting  the  impending  blow,  but 
by  employing  the  enthufiafm  of  his 
followers  againft  his  enemy  3  he 
accordingly  feledfed  a  favourite 
Have,  and  promifed  him  eternal 
happinefs  if  he  fucceeded  in  deftroy- 
ing  the  objedt  of  his  fears. 

The  tent  of  an  Arab  is  open  to 
every  ©ne  3  the  Have,  who  was 
armed,  according  to  the  cuftom  of 
his  country,  with  a  fword  and  a 
fpear,  found  an  eafy  entrance.  He 
immediately  afked  for  the  fheikh 
of  Moontufij,  who  happening  to 
be  prefen t,  called  him  towards 
him.  The  fla've  had  afcertained 
his  objedf,  and  he  inftantly  ran 
the  fheikh  through  the  body, 
crying  out,  (t  that  the  Wubabee 
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had  promifed  him  heaven.* ’  It  is 
needlefs  to  add,  that  he  fell  a  vic¬ 
tim  to  his  bigotry.  Bin  Saoud, 
the  fon  of  Ubdool  Uzeez,  had  been 
polled  with  fome  troops  near  the 
enemy,  and  on  perceiving  the  con- 
fufion  which  prevailed  among!! 
them,  on  the  lofs  of  their  chief, 
attacked  them  and  made  an  indif- 
criminate  havock  among  them. 

Thus  ended  the  fir!!  expedition 
againi!  the  Wuhabee,  which  gave 
rife  to  another,  infinitely  more  ca¬ 
lamitous  and  difgraceful  to  the 
Turks. 

The  pafha  of  Bagdad  exerted  all 
his  means  to  wipe  off  his  former 
difgrace,  and  fent  down  to  Buffora 
an  army  of  about  twenty  thoufand 
men,  well  fupplied  with  every  pof- 
fible  neceffary.  Thefe  troops,  like 
the  former,  penetrated  to  Lahfar, 
and  remained  encamped  there  fome 
months.  Abdool  Uzeez,  who 
continued  at  Dury-yu,  bribed  two 
of  the  principal  commanders  to 
withdraw  with  their  troops.  The 
next  morning  Bin  Saoud  attacked 
the  remaining  force,  gained  an 
eafy  vidory  over  them,  plundered 
them  of  their  baggage,  and  took  a 
number  of  them  prifoners. 

Since  this,  I  believe,  they  have 
not  been  attacked  by  the  Turks, 
though  the  B.erfians  are  determin¬ 
ing  every  year  to  unite  themfelves 
with  the  pafha  of  Bagdad,  and  up¬ 
root  this  dangerous  herefy. 

The  Shureef  of  Mecca,  about 
nine  years-  ago,  undertook  an  ex¬ 
pedition  againi!  Ubdool  Uzeez, 
and  arrived  within  a  fhort  diftance 
of  Dury-yu,  Ubdool  Uzeez  re- 
forted  to  his  ufual  meafures  for  de¬ 
feating  an  enemy.  He  fent  to  the 
Shureef,  begging  to  know  his 
wifhes,  and  eXpremng  a  hope  that 
he  might  be  left  in  quiet  poiTef. 
Vql.  XLIX.  ox  Vol.  VII.  N 


fton  of  his  capital.  A  prefent  for 
Pooli  Quwuh,  or  expences  for 
coffee  accompanied  this  meffage ; 
and  he  likewife  declared  his  rea- 
dinefs  to  fend  out  his  fon  as  a 
proof  of  his  good  intentions.  This 
was  accordingly  done,  and  a  com¬ 
munication  eflablifhed  between  the 
Shureef’s  camp  and  Dury-yU 
As  foon  as  the  projects  of  Ub« 
dool  Uzeez  were  ripe  for  execu¬ 
tion,  he  wrote  to  his  fon  to  pre¬ 
pare  himfelf  the  next  day  for  at¬ 
tacking  the  Shureef ’s  camp.  This 
fervice  was  to  be  performed  at 
twelve  o’clock,  a  time  of  the  day 
when  all  the  Arabs  are  afleep,  or 
lying  down  to  ref!.  When  Ub« 
dool  Uzeez  approached,  with  his 
people,  the  Shureef  would  not 
credit  the  report,  and  ordered  the 
perfons  who  brought  him  the  ac¬ 
counts  to  be  beat  and  confined# 
Bin  Saoud  and  his  attendants,  who 
had  never  been  difarmed,  on  feeing 
the  approach  of  Ubdool  Uzeez, 
inflantly  attacked  the  unfufpicious 
Arabs,  who  were  immediatly 
routed  and  put  to  flight.  The 
Shureef  fled  on  the  firft  alarm,  and 
effedled  his  efcape  with  great  dif» 
ficulty,  leaving  his  camp  and 
baggage  a  prize  to  Ubdool  Uzeez, 
Ubdool  Uzeez  has  lately  gained 
over  the  Utoobees  to  his  caufe, 
who  are  the  mof!  powerful  of  the 
Arab  Hates  on  the  Arabian  coaf!, 
and  has  acquired,  in  confequenoe, 
a  command  over  the  navigation  of 
the  guiph  of  Perfia. 

The  Utoobees  were  lately  wag¬ 
ing  a  war  with  the  Perfians  and 
people  of  Buffora  ;  during  my  flay 
at  Bufhire  they  kept  that  place 
in  continual  alarm.  The  Imam  of 
Mufcat,  who  had  the  command  of 
the  forces,  befieged'thc  fheikh  in 
his  capital,  and  feized  on  the  if! and. 
W  S.ER  i  £ S,  *Gg  0f 
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of  Bahrein ;  but  in  the  end  the 
Utoobees  were  victorious,  and  the 
Imam  obliged  to  conclude  a  peace. 
A  party  of  the  Wuhahees  laft  year 
(1802)  attacked  Kurbulec,  cele¬ 
brated  among  the  Perfians  as  being 
the  burial  place  of  the  Tons  of  Ali, 
deftroyed  the  tombs,  and  plundered 
the  towns  and  pilgrims.  I  met  fe- 
verai  of  the  people  who  had  been 
there  at  that  period,  and  they  all 
agreed  in  complaining  moft  bitterly 
of  the  cruelty  of  the  reformers. 

It  muft  be  recolleCted,  that  the 
deftrudtion  of  the  holy  fepulchres 
would  alone  be  confidered  as  an 
enormous  aCt  of  impiety  and 
cruelty  ;  I  am  led  to  think  this 
more  probable,  as  fome  Armenians, 
who  had  fallen  in  with  a  party  of 
Wuhabees,  gave  me  a  vary  fa¬ 
vourable  account  of  their  honefty 
and  humanity.  The  wars,  how¬ 
ever,  between  the  Utobees  and 
Perfians  were  barbaroufly  favage  ; 
It  was  a  conftant  practice  of  both 
parties  to  murder  every  perfon  they 
took  prifoner. 

The  force  of  the  Wuhabees  is 
▼ery  considerable,  probably  eighty 
or  ninety  thoufand  ;  and  as  their 
expeditions  are  conduced  with 
reat  celerity  and  fecrecy,  they 
eep  all  the  neighbouring  countries 
in  perpetual  apprehenfion.  When 
I  was  at  BufTora  the  people  were 
in  expe&atipn  of  being  attacked. 

The  infirmities  of  Ubdool 
Uzeez,  who  is  more  than  eighty 
years  old,  have  obliged  him  to 
relinquilh  the  command  of  his  ar¬ 
mies  to  his  fon,  who  is  reprefented 
to  be  a  bold  and  enterprifing  young 
man. 

Whenever  an  expedition  is  un¬ 
dertaken,  the  chiefs  are  directed 
to  be  at  a  certain  place  by  fuch  a 
time  ;  and  it  is  fo  contrived,  that  a 


large  body  {hall  meet  at  a  particu¬ 
lar  fpot  without  knowing  the  de¬ 
fig  ns  of  their  leader.  This  force 
is  generally  mounted  on  camels, 
and  their  arms  are  chiefly  a 
fword  and  a  fpear.  They  have 
few  guns  or  matchlocks ;  thofe 
which  they  have  are  very  bad. 

Since  finifhing  this,  intelligence 
has  been  received  of  their  having 
attacked  and  plundered  Tyeef, 
Mecca,  and  Medina.  They  have, 
in  confequence,  violated  the  facred 
law  which  forbids  armed  men  ap¬ 
proaching  within  a  certain  diftance 
of  the  temple. 

They  have  thus  deftroyed  the 
foundation  ftoneof  Mahometanifm  ; 
and  this  mighty  fabric,  which  at  one 
period  bade  defiance  to  all  Europe, 
falls,  on  the  firft  attack,  at  the 
feet  of  an  Arab  reformer.  The 
event  may  make  a  great  change  in 
the  Muhammedan  world ;  for  it 
appears  to  me  almoft  certain,  that 
the  pilgrimages  to  Mecca  have  had 
nearly  as  great  an  effeft  in  fupport- 
ing  this  religion,  as  the  firft  vic¬ 
tories  and  conquefts  of  Muham- 
med. 

Our  fpeculations,  on  the  proba¬ 
ble  effects  of  this  event  might  be 
carried  to  a  great  length  ;  I  fhall 
content  myfelf,  however,  by  ob- 
ferving,  that  the  temper  of  the 
times  is  greatly  altered  fince  the 
sera  of  Muhammed,  and  that  how¬ 
ever  much  Arabia  or  Perfia  may  be 
convulfed  by  religious  wars,  it  it 
almoft  impoftible  for  the  contagion 
to  extend  any  further.  Number- 
lefs  are  the  fuperftitious  obfervances 
which  have  been  grafted  on  the  re¬ 
ligion  of  Muhammed  in  India ; 
and  the  reliance  which  the  Moof- 
lems  place  on  their  conforming 
to  a  number  of  Hindoo  cuftoms, 
totally  difqualifying  them  for 

adopting 
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adopting  of  undemanding  a  rea- 
fonable  belief. 

At  my  laft  vifit  to  Bufhire 
(I804),  I  heard  the  intelligence 
of  Ubdool  Uzeez  having  been  af- 
faflinated,  it  was  fuppofed,  by  an 
inhabitant  of  Kurbulu,  whofe  fa¬ 
mily  had  been  murdered,  and  houfe 
deftroyed,  when  that  place  was 
taken  by  the  Wuhabees.  The 
Wuhabees  are  now  a  confiderable 
people,  fufiiciendy  powerful  to  re¬ 
fill  the  divided  efforts  of  the  Turks, 
whofe  power  in  Arabia  muft  de- 
«reafe  in  proportion  to  the  aggran* 
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dizement  of  this  roving  race  of 
reformers.  Indeed  the  Turk* 
have  already  found  it  expedient  to 
court,  and  even  to  purchafe  the 
friendfhip  of  their  Arab  fubje&s. 
They  have  extended  their  depre¬ 
dations  over  the  greateft  part  of 
Arabia;  the  fate  of  Buffora  may 
be  faid  to  depend  upon  the  cle¬ 
mency  of  the  conqueror,  of  rather 
to  his  being  engaged  in  other  pur- 
fuits.  Many  places  in  the  Red 
Sea  have  been  obliged  to  purchafe 
the  goodwill  of  the  Reformer, 
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Migration  of  Eels. 

f  Front  Hall’s  Travels  in  Scotland, 

Vol.  ii.) 

HAVING  traverfed  the  fouth- 
eaftern  banks  of  the  Spey, 
from  its  mouth  to  its  fource,  I 
turned  north  and  eaft,  following 
its  courfe  on  its  oppofne  banks,  on 
my  way  to  the  lower  parts  of 
Murray,  till  I  arrived  at  Elchies, 
on  the  north-weft  banks  of  the 
Spey,  and  about  fifteen  miles  from 
Elgin.  I  ftaid  there  fome  time, 
where  I  found  both  Mrs.  Grant 
and  her  hulband,  the  proprietor, 
extremely  hofpitable,  intelligent, 
and  attentive  to  me.  I  obferved 
one  day,  while  there,  a  tranfmigra- 
ticti  of  eels  in  the  river.  When 
I  firft  obferved  them,  it  was  about 
one  in  the  afternoon  of  a  Sunday. 
How  long  the  eels  had  been  trans¬ 
migrating  before  I  know  not. 
They  continued  making  their  way 
up  the  river  all  that  day  till  about 
eight  in  the  evening,  when  it  grew 
dark.  They  began  again  early 
next  morning,  but  how  long  before 
five  I  cannot  fay.  They  conti- 
mied  to  migrate  for  three  whole 
days  after  I  obferved  them,  with 
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only  an  interval  of  a  few  hours  in 
the  night.  They  kept  as  near  the 
north-weft  edge  of  the  river  as 
they  could  ;  and,  when  there  were 
bays  at  the  edge  of  it,  they  went 
regularly  round  thefe,  whether 
great  or  fmall.  They  were  about 
ten  abreaft,  and  each  eel  about 
three  and  one-half  inches  long  : 
they  marched  at  regular  diftances, 
which  might  be  about  four,  or 
rather  three  and  one-half  feet. 
There  were  ftronger  eels  as  a 
guard,  and  generally  about  five  or 
fix  inches  long.  I  obferved  the 
fmalleft  and  weakeft  ones  always 
kept  neareft  the  edge,  where  the 
current  was  leaft.  From  an  accu¬ 
rate  calculation,  a  hundred  patted 
every  minute,  making  fix  thoufand 
per  hour. 

They  proceeded  at  this  rate  for 
three  days,  from  about  half  an 
hour  before  the  fun  rofe  till  about 
half  after  he  fet,  making  about 
fix  teen  hours  each  day,  in  all  about 
forty-eight  hours,  which,  multi¬ 
plied  by  the  fix  thoufand  that 
pafled  every  hour,  make  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty-eight  thoufand, 
moil  of  which  I  faw  pafs  \  but 
whence  they  came,  or  what  they 
were  in  quell  of,  I  know  not. 

They 
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They  did  not  ftay  for  one  another, 
but  each  made  the  heft  of  its  way, 
wriggling  with  the  utmoft  cele¬ 
rity  ;  and  when  I  pufhed  any  of 
them  farther  into  the  river,  they 
always  came  to  the  edge  as  fall  as 
they  could.  Not  one  but  had  its 
head  up  the  water.  They  feemed 
to  be  in  great  hafte,  and  breathing 
hard,  as  fmall  bubbles  of  air  often 
rofe  up  to  the  furface  ;  and  when, 
having  caught  any  of  them,  I 
turned  its  head  downward,  fo  as  to 
fwim  with  the  current,  it  would 
not,  but  with  all  the  expedition  in 
its  power  joined  its  new  compa¬ 
nions,  and  wriggled  on  along  with 
them.  As  I  could  not  be  always 
there,  I  appointed  others  to  watch 
their  motions,  and  I  found,  though 
I  could  not  fee  exa&ly  how  they 
a&ed,  that,  during  the  time  it  was 
beginning  to  grow  dark,  by  a 
kind  of  iignal,  they  all  at  once 
hid  themfelves  in  the  fand  or  mud 
for  miles  at  the  fame  inftant,  and 
feemed  not  only  under  the  com¬ 
mand,  but  the  protection  of  the 
larger  ones,  that,  like  officers, 
commanded  them.  Indeed,  I  faw 
fometimes  large  eels,  from  twelve 
to  fifteen  inches  Jong,  making  up 
the  water  now  and  then,  about 
three  or  four  yards  farther  towards 
the  middle  of  the  river,  and  about 
five  and  twenty  yards  behind  one 
another ;  but  whether  they  were 
connected  with  the  general  emigra¬ 
tion  I  know  not,  though  1  rather 
fuppofe  they  were,  as  they  were 
never  above  twelve  or  thirteen 
feet  from  the  fmall  eels,  and  often 
feemed  to  turn  an  anxious  look 
towards  their  young  friends.  The 
young  ones,  as  they  were  near  the 


edge,  were  feldom  an  inch  below 
the  furface.  Thofe  about  five  or 
fix  inches  long  might  be  between 
one  and  two  inches  below  the  fur¬ 
face,  being  in  deeper  water,  and 
the  large  eels  went  at  a  much 
greater  velocity  than  the  fmall 
ones.  But,  if  they  had  any  con- 
neClion,  or  care  of  the  fmall  fry, 
they  mull  fometimes  have  ftopt 
fhort,  or  fiackened  their  pace.  I 
have  feen  the  horfe  and  foot-guards 
reviewed  by  his  Majefty,  Sc c.  &cf 
in  Hyde  Park,  and  ten  Ihoufand 
men  performing  the  fame  action  at 
the  fame  inftant  of  time  ;  but  the 
eels  in  the  river  Spey  kept  their 
ranks  as  regularly,  and  feemed  to 
be  as  fubfervient  to  the  greater 
ones,  as  any  of  the  corps  at  a  re* 
view  are  to  the  command  of  their 
officers. 


Defcription  of  a  Species  of  Oxs 

na?ned  Gayals  communicated  bj 

H.  T,  Colebrookcy  Efq. 

( From  Afatic  Refearcbes ,  Vo!,  viii.) 

The  Gayal  was  mentioned  in 
an  early  volume  of  the  refearches 
of  the  Afiatic  Society  *,  by  its 
Indian  name,  which  was  explained 
by  the  phrafe,  “  cattle  of  the 
mountains/*  It  had  been  ob- 
fcurely  noticed  (if  indeed  the  fame 
fpecies  of  ox  be  meant)  by  Knox, 
in  his  hiftorieal  relation  of  Cey¬ 
lon  +  ;  and  it  has  been  imperfeCtiy 
deferibed  by  Captain  Turner,  in 
his  journey  through  Bootan  J. 
Herds  of  this  fpecies  of  cattle  have 
been  long  pofleifed  by  many  gen¬ 
tlemen,  in  the  eaftern  diftriCfs  of 


*  In  the  fecond  volume,  p.  i88>  publilhed  in 

“h  p.  21. 

%  Etiibafly  to  Tibet,  p.  i6o. 
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Bengal,  and  alfo  in  other  parts  of 
this  province  ;  but  no  detailed  ac¬ 
count  of  the  animal,  and  of  its  ha¬ 
bits,  has  been  yet  publifhed  in 
India.  To  remedy  this  deficiency. 
Dr.  Roxburgh  undertook,  at  my 
felicitation,  to  deferibe  the  Gayal, 
from  thofe  feen  by  him  in  a  herd 
belonging  to  the  Governor-Gene¬ 
ral.  Dr.  Buchanan  has  alfo  oblig¬ 
ingly  communicated  his  obferva- 
tions  on  the  fame  cattle  ;  and  both 
deferiptions  are  here  laid  before 
the  fociefy  ;  with  information  ob¬ 
tained  from  feveral  gentlemen  at 
Tipura,  Silhet,  and  Chatgaon,  re¬ 
lative  to  the  habits  of  the  animal. 

From  the  information  which  was 
frit  received,  it  was  fuppofed  that 
the  Gayal  would  not  engender 
either  with  the  buffalo,  or  with 
the  common  bull  and  cow,  and 
mud  therefore  conditute  a  didind 
fpecies  in  every  fydem  of  claffifica- 
tion.  Although  that  be  not  con¬ 
firmed,  by  the  correder  informa¬ 
tion  now  obtained,  yet  on  account 
of  the  confiderable,  and  apparently 
permanent,  difference  between  the 
common  cow  and  the  Gayal,  this 
ought  dill,  perhaps,  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  didind  fpecies,  rather 
than  as  a  variety.  Its  generic, 
and  trivial  names,  with  the  fyno- 
nyma,  may  be  dated  as  follows : 

Bos  Gavasus. 

Synonyma  :  Sanfc.  Gavaya  ; 
Hind.  Gavai,  or  Gayal ;  Beng. 
Gobaygoru ;  Perf.  Gaujangali  ; 
mountaineers  (Cuds,  &c.)  ead  of 
Silhet,  Met'hana ;  mountaineers 
(Cuds)  ead  of  Chatgaon,  Shial  ; 
Mugs,  J’hongnua.  Burmas,  Nu- 
jiec.  Ceylon,  Gauvera. 

Bos  Bubalus  Gauvera  :  Pennant. 

?c  The  Gayal, ”  fays  Dr.  Rox¬ 
burgh,  i(  is  nearly  of  the  fize  and 
(hape  of  the  Englilh  bull.  It  has 


fhort  horns,  which  are  didant  at 
their  bafes,  and  rife  in  a  gentle 
curve  diredly  out  and  up  ;  a  tranf- 
verfe  fed! ion,  near  the  bafe,  is 
ovate  ;  the  thick  end  of  the  fedion 
being  on  the  infide.  The  front  is 
broad,  and  crowned  with  a  tuft  of 
lighter  coloured,  long,  curved  hair, 
The  dewlap  is  deep  and  pendent. 
It  has  no  mane,  nor  hump ;  but  a 
confiderable  elevation  over  the  wi¬ 
thers.  The  tail  is  fhort ;  the  body 
covered  with  a  tolerable  coat  of 
draight,  dark-brown  hair  :  on  the 
belly,  it  is  lighter  coloured ;  and 
the  legs  and  face  are  fometimes 
white.  ** 

Dodor  Buchanan  thus  deferibes 
it : — 

((  The  Gayal  generally  carries 
its  head  with  the  mouth  projeding 
forward  like  that  of  a  buffalo. 
The  head,  at  the  upper  part,  is 
very  broad  and  dat,  and  is  con. 
traded  fuddenly  towards  the  nofe, 
which  is  naked,  like  that  of  the 
common  cow.  From  the  upper 
angles  of  the  forehead  proceed  two 
thick,  fhort,  horizontal  proceffes 
of  bone,  which  are  covered  with 
hair.  On  thefe  are  placed  the 
horns,  which  are  fmooth,  fnorter 
than  the  head,  and  lie  nearly  in 
the  plane  of  the  forehead.  They 
diverge  outward,  and  turn  up  with 
a  gentle  curve.  At  the  bafe  they 
are  very  thick,  and  ?re  dightly 
compreffed,  the  fiat  fides  being 
toward  the  front  and  the  tail. 
The  edge  next  the  ear  is  rather 
the  thinned,  fo  that  a  tranfverfc 
fedion  would  be  fomewhat  ovate. 
Toward  their  tips,  the  horns  are 
rounded,  and  end  in  a  fharp  point. 
The  eyes  refemble  thofe  of  the 
common  os  ;  the  ears  are  much 
longer,  broader,  and  blunter  than 
thofe  of  that  animal. 
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ff  The  neck  is  very  /lender  near 
the  head,  at  Tome  di/lance  from 
which  a  dewlap  commences ;  but 
this  is  not  fo  deep,  nor  fo  much 
undulated,  as  in  the  Bos  Zebu,  or 
Indian  ox.  The  dewlap  is  covered 
with  ftrong  longi/h  hair,  fo  as  to 
form  a  kind  of  mane  on  the  lower 
part  of  the  neck ;  but  this  is  not 
very  confpicuous,  efpecially  when 
the  animal  is  young. 

(t  In  place  of  the  hump,  which 
is  fituated  between  the  /boulders 
of  the  Zebu,  the  Gayal  has  a  fharp 
ridge,  which  commences  on  the 
hinder  part  of  the  neck,  /lopes  gra¬ 
dually  up  till  it  comes  over  the 
/boulder  joint,  then  runs  horizon¬ 
tally  almoft  a  third  part  of  the 
length  of  the  back/  where  it  ter¬ 
minates  with  a  ve^y  fudden  /lope. 
The  height  of  this  ridge  makes 
the  neck  appear  much  depre/Ted, 
and  alfo  adds  greatly  to  the  clum- 
linefs  of  the  cheft,  which,  although 
narrow,  is  very  deep.  The  fter- 
num  is  covered  by  a  continuation 
of  the  dewlap.  The  belly  is  pro¬ 
tuberant,  but  in  its  hinder  part  is 
greatly  contrafted.  The  rump,  or 
# s  facrum ,  has  a  more  confiderable 
declivity  than  that  of  the  Euro¬ 
pean  ox,  but  lefs  than  that  of  the 
Zebu. 

“  The  tail  is  covered  with  fhort 
hair,  except  near  the  end,  where  it 
has  a  tuft  like  that  of  the  common 
ox ;  bur,  in  the  Gayal,  the  tail 
defcends  ao  lower  than  the  extre¬ 
mity  of  the  tibia. 

i(  The  legs,  efpecially  the  fore 
ones,  are  thick  and  ciumfy.  The 
falfe  hoofs  are  much  larger  than 
thofe  of  the  Zebu.  The  hinder 
parts  are  weaker  in  proportion  than 
the  forehand  ;  and,  owing  to  the 
contraction  of  the  belly,  the  hinder 
legs,  although  in  fad  the  /horteft, 
appear  to  be  the  longeft. 


({  The  whole  body  is  covered 
with  a  thick  coat  of  /hort  hair, 
which  is  lengthened  out  into  a 
mane  on  the  dewlap,  and  into  a 
pencil-like  tuft  on  the  end  of  the 
tail.  From  the  fummit  of  the 
head  there  diverges,  with  a  whirl, 
a  bunch  of  rather  long  coarfe  hair, 
which  lies  flat,  is  ufually  lighter 
coloured  than  that  which  is  adja¬ 
cent,  and  extends  towards  the 
horns,  and  over  the  forehead.  The 
general  colour  of  the  animal  is 
brown,  in  various  /hades,  which 
very  often  approaches  to  black, 
but  fometimes  is  rather  light. 
Some  parts,  efpecially  about  the 
legs  and  belly,  are  ufually  white  $ 
but  in  different  individuals,  thefe 
are  very  differently  difpofed. 

“  In  the  firft  column  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  table  is  the  meafurement  of 
a  full  grown  cow  :  in  the  fecond 
is  that  of  a  young  male. 


Ft. 

From  the  nofe  to  the  fum- 

In. 

Ft. 

la. 

mit  of  the  head . 

Diftance  between  the  roots 

I 

6 

i 

9 

of  the  horns . . 

From  the  horns  to  the 

o 

10 

o 

9 

Ihoulder . . 

From  the  Ihoulder  to  the 

* 

3 

3 

3 

0 

infertion  of  the  tail  •  • 

4 

3 

3 

IO 

Height  at  the  Ihoulder  •  • 

4 

9 

4 

7 

Height  at  the  loins . 

4 

4 

4 

a 

Depth  of  the  cheft . 

a 

9 

- 

Circumference  of  the  cheft 

6 

7 

5 

7 

Circumference  at  the  loins 

5 

lo 

5 

6 

Length  of  the  horns  •  •  •  • 

i 

a 

Length  of  the  ears* ..... 

o 

IO 

- 

- 

<(  The  different  fpecies  of  the  oi 
kind  may  be  readily  diftingui/hed 
from  the  Gayal  by  the  following 
marks.  The  European  and  Indian 
oxen  by  the  length  of  their  tails, 
which  reach  to  the  falfe  hoofs ;  tfie 
American  ox  by  the  gibbofity  on 
its  back;  the  Boves  mofchatus, 
Cafer,  and  pumilus,  by  having 
their  horns  approximated  at  tha 
*  G  g  4  bale* ; 
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bafes ;  the  Bos  grunniens  by  its 
whole  tail  being  covered  with 
long  filky  hairs  ;  the  Bos  Bubalus, 
at  leaf!  the  Indian  buffalo,  by  hav¬ 
ing  the  whole  length  of  its  horns 
compreffed,  and  by  their  being 
longer  than  the  head,  and  wrinkled; 
aifo  by  its  thin  coat  of  hair,  by  its 
want  of  a  dewlap,  and,  above  all, 
by  its  manners ;  the  Bos  barbatus 
by  the  long  beard  on  its  chin. 

u  The  cry  of  the  Gayal  has  no 
refcmb lance  to  the  grunt  of  the  In¬ 
dian  ox,  but  a  good  deal  refembles 
that  of  the  buffalo.  It  is  a  kind 
of  lowing,  but  fhriller,  and  not  near 
fo  loud  as  that  of  the  European  ox. 
To  this,  however,  the  Gayal  ap¬ 
proaches  much  nearer  than  it  does 
to  the  buffalo. '* 

The  refult  of  inquiries  made  by 
Mr.  Macrae,  at  Chatgaon,  has 
been  communicated  by  that  gentle¬ 
man,  in  the  following  anfwers  to 
queffions  which  were  tranfrnitted 
to  him. 

((  The  Gayal  is  found  wild  in  - 
the  range  of  mountains  that  form 
the  eaflern  boundary  of  the  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Aracan,  Chittagong, 
(Chatgaon,)  Tipura,  and  Silhet. 

u  The  Cucis,  or  Lunftas,  a 
race  of  people  inhabiting  the  hills 
immediately  to  the  eaftward  of 
Chatgaon,  have  herds  of  the  Gayal 
in  a  domeflicated  ftate.  By  them  he 
is  called  Shial ;  from  which,  moft 
probably,  his  name  of  Gayal  is  de¬ 
rived  ;  as  he  is  never  feen  on  the 
plains,  except  when  brought  there. 
By  the  Mugs  he  is  named  J’hong- 
nuah ;  and  by  the  Burmas,  Nunec. 
In  the  Hindu  s'aftra  he  is  called 
Gabay.  It  appears,  however,  that 
he  is  an  animal  very  little  known 
beyond  the  limits  of  his  native 
mountains,  except  to  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  the  provinces  above-men¬ 
tioned. 


(<  The  Gayal  is  of  a  dull  heavy 
appearance  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time, 
of  a  form  which  indicates  much 
ftrength  and  activity,  like  that  of 
the  wild  buffalo.  His  colour  is 
invariably  brown  ;  but  of  differ¬ 
ent  fhades,  from  a  light  to  a  dark 
tinge ;  and  he  frequently  has  a 
white  forehead,  and  four  white 
legs,  with  the  tip  of  the  tail 
alfo  white.  He  has  a  full  eye, 
and,  as  he  advances  in  age,  often 
becomes  blind;  but  it  is  uncertain 
whether  from  difeafe,  or  from  a 
natural  decay.  His  difpofition  is 
gentle  ;  even  when  wild,  in  his 
native  hills,  he  is  not  confidered  to 
be  a  dangerous  animal,  never  Hand¬ 
ing  the  approach  of  man,  much  lefs 
bearing  his  attack.  The  Cucis 
hunt  the  wild  ones  for  the  fake  of 
their  flelh. 

iC  The  Gayal  delights  to  range 
about  in  the  thickeft  foreft,  where 
he  browfes,  evening  and  morning, 
on  the  tender  fhoots  and  leaves  of 
different  fhrubs ;  feldom  feeding  on 
grafs,  when  he  can  get  thefe.  To 
avoid  ihe  noon-day  heat,  he  retires 
to  the  deepeft  fhade  of  the  foreft  ; 
preferring  the  dry  acclivity  of  the 
hill,  to  repofe  on,  rather  than  the 
low  fwampy  ground  below ;  and 
never,  like  the  buffalo,  wallowing 
in  mud. 

“  Gayals  have  been  domefti- 
cated  among  the  Cucis  from  time 
immemorial  ;  and  without  any  va¬ 
riation,  in  their  appearance,  from 
the  wild  flock.  No  difference 
whatever  is  obferved  in  the  colour 
of  the  wild  and  tame  breeds  : 
brown  of  different  fhades  being  the 
genera]  colour  of  boih.  The  wild 
Gayal  is  about  the  fize  of  the  wild 
buffalo  of  India.  The  tame  Gayal, 
among  the  Cucis,  being  bred  in 
nearly  the  fame  habits  of  freedom, 
#nd  on  the  fame  food,  without 

ever 
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ever  undergoing  any  labour,  grows 
to  the  fame  fize  with  the  wild  one. 

“  He  lives  to  che  age  of  fifteen, 
or  twenty  years  :  and,  when  three 
years  old,  the  Gayal  cow  receives 
the  bull;  goes  eleven  months  with 
young  ;  and  will  not  again  admit 
of  his  embrace  until  the  following 
feafon  after  (he  has  brought  forth. 

f(  The  Gayal  cow  gives  very 
little  milk,  and  does  not  yield  it 
long  ;  but,  what  fhe  gives  is  of  a 
remarkably  rich  quality  ;  almoft 
equally  fo  with  the  cream  of  other 
milk,  and  which  it  alfo  refembles 
in  colour.  The  Cucis  make  no 
ufe  whatever  of  the  milk,  but  rear 
the  Gayals  entirely  for  the  fake  of 
their  flefii  and  fkins.  They  make 
their  fhields  of  the  hides  of  this 
animal.  The  flefh  of  the  Gayal  is 
in  the  higheft  eftimation  among 
the  Cucis  ;  fo  much  fo,  that  no 
folemn  feftival  is  ever  celebrated 
without  flaughtering  one  or  more 
Gayals,  according  to  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  the  occafion. 

“  The  Cucis  train  their  Gayals 
to  no  labour;  although,  from  the 
great  ftrength  and  gentle  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  animal,  he  mull  be  very 
competent  to  every  purpofe,  either 
of  draught,  or  carriage,  to  winch 
the  buffalo,  or  the  ox,  is  applicable. 

((  The  domefticated  Gayals  are 
allowed  by  the  Cucis  to  roam  at 
large,  during  the  day,  through  the 
forell  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
village ;  but,  as  evening  approaches, 
they  all  return  home,  of  their  own 
accord ;  the  young  Gayal  being 
early  taught  this  habit,  by  being 
regularly  fed  every  night  with  fait, 
of  which  he  is  very  fond  :  and, 
from  the  occafional  continuance  of 
this  practice,  as  he  grows  up,  the 
attachment  of  the  Gayal  to  his 
patiye  village,  becomes  fo  ftrong, 
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that,  when  the  Cucis  migrate 
from  it,  they  are  obliged  tofet  fire 
to  the  huts  which  they  are  about 
to  leave,  left  their  Gayals  fhould 
return  thither  from  their  new  place 
of  refidence,  before  they  become 
equally  attached  to  it,  as  to  the 
former,  through  the  fame  means. 

“  The  wild  Gayal  fome  times 
fteals  out  from  the  foreft  in  the 
night,  and  feeds  in  the  rice  fields 
bordering  on  the  hills.  The  Cucis 
give  no  grain  to  their  cattle.  With 
us,  the  tame  Gayal  feeds  on  Calai 
(phafeolus  max  ;)  but,  as  our  hills 
abound  with  fhrubs,  it  has  not 
been  remarked,  what  particular 
kind  of  grafs  they  prefer. 

((  The  Hindus,  in  this  province, 
will  not  kill  the  Gabay,  which 
they  hold  in  equal  veneration  with 
the  cow.  Bur  the  As'l  Gayal,  or 
Seloi,  they  hunt,  and  kill,  as  they 
do  the  wild  buffalo.  The  animal, 
here  alluded  to,  is  another  fpecies 
of  Gayal  found  wild  in  the  hills  of 
Chatgaon  ;  a  correft  defcription  of 
which  will  be  given  hereafter.  He 
has  never  been  domefticated  ;  and 
is,  in  appearance  and  difpofition, 
very  different  from  the  common 
Gayal,  which  has  been  juft  def- 
cribed.  The  natives  call  him  the 
As'l  Gayal  in  con  trad  iftinfiion  to 
the  Gabay.  The  Cucis  diftin- 
guifti  him  by  the  name  of  Seloi, 
and  the  Mugs  and  Burmas  by  that 
of  P’hanj  ;  and  they  confider  him, 
next  to  the  tiger,  the  mo  ft  danger¬ 
ous  and  the  fierceft  animal  of  their 
foreft  s.” 

“  The  Gayal  (Mr.  Elliot  writes 
from  Tipura,)  is  little  known  to 
the  natives  here  ;  it  is  principally 
confidered  as  an  inhabitant  of  the 
Chatgaon  hills.  In  conyerfatioti 
with  people  belonging  to  the  Raja 
of  Tipura,  on  the  fubjedt  of  this 

jmirnai. 
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animal,  I  have  underftood,  that  it 
is  known  in  the  recedes  of  the  more 
eaftern  part  of  the  Tipura  hills, 
but  has  never  been  caught.  In  the 
pail  year,  fome  of  thefe  animals 
were  feen  in  a  herd  of  elephants, 
and  continued  fome  time  with  the 
herd  :  but  were  alarmed  by  the 
noife  ufed  in  driving  the  elephants, 
and  efcaped  being  fecured  in  the 
fenced  inclofure.  The  K’heda  of 
that  feafon  was  nearly  five  hours 
journey  from  the  fkirts  of  the  hills. 

u  The  animal  is  found  wild, 
but  is  eafily  domefticated,  though, 
in  this  ftate,  he  effentially  partakes 
of  wild  habits.  I  have  fome  Gay- 
als  at  Munnamutty  ;  and,  from 
their  mode  of  feeding,  I  prefume, 
that  they  keep  on  the  fkirts  of  the 
rallies,  to  enable  them  to  feed  on 
the  fide  of  the  mountain,  where 
they  can  browfe.  They  will  not 
touch  grafs,  if  they  can  find  fhrubs. 

«  While  kept  at  Camerlah, 
which  is  fituated  in  a  level  coun¬ 
try,  they  ufed  to  refort  to  the 
tanks,  and  eat  on  the  fides ;  fre¬ 
quently  betaking  themfelves  to 
the  water,  to  avoid  the  heat  of 
the  fun.  However,  they  became 
fickly  and  emaciated  ;  and  their 
eyes  fuffered  much.  But,  on  being 
fent  to  the  hills,  they  foon  reco¬ 
vered,  and  are  now  in  a  healthy 
condition.  They  feem  fond  of 
the  (bade  ;  and  are  obferved  in  the 
hot  weather  to  take  the  turn  of 
the  hills,  fo  as  to  be  always  fhel- 
tered  from  the  fun.  They  do  not 
wallow  in  mud  like  buffaloes  ;  but 
delight  in  water,  and  ftand  in  it, 
during  the  greateft  heat  of  the 
day,  with  the  front  of  their  heads 
above  the  furface. 

*  From  five  to  eight  pounds. 

F  Of  the  breed  named  Defwali,  It  Is  a 
middle*  diftaridts  of  Bengal* 


(C  Each  cow  yields  from  two 
and  a  half,  to  about  four  fers,  of 
milk  *,  which  is  rich,  fweet,  and 
almoft  as  thick  as  cream  ;  it  is  of 
a  high  flavour,  and  makes  excel¬ 
lent  butter.  ” 

Information,  decifive  of  the 
queflion,  whether  the  Gayal  en¬ 
gender  with  the  common  Indian 
bull,  has  been  received  from  Mr. 
Bird,  at  Dacca ;  who  having 
brought  a  domefticated  female 
Gayal  from  Chittagong  to  that 
place,  and  not  being  able  to  pro¬ 
cure  a  male  Gayal  at  Dacca,  di» 
redted  a  common  bull  +  to  be  pre» 
fented  to  her,  which  the  female 
received,  upon  being  blinded  by  a 
cloth  thrown  over  her  eyes  :  the 
iflue  was  a  cow  refembling  moftly 
the  Gayal  mother  ;  and  from  that 
cow,  impregnated  by  a  bull  of  the 
fame  common  breed,  another  cow 
was  produced,  which  alfo  had  grown 
up  and  was  in  calf  by  a  common 
bull,  at  the  date  of  Mr.  Bird'* 
letter.” 

Mr,  Dick  communicated  th® 
following  anfwer  from  Silhet. 

<(  Not  being  able  to  procure, 
here,  any  fatisfadlory  information 
refpedling  the  Gayal,  I  tranfmitted 
queftions  to  my  Vakil  at  Cach’har 
(having  underftood,  that  thofe  ani¬ 
mals  had  been  fent  hither,  from 
that  place,)  and  defired  him  to  ob¬ 
tain  the  moft  corredl  information 
on  the  fubjedl. 

“  With  regard  to  the  Hindus 
ferupling  to  kill  a  Gayal,  1  could 
not  obtain  a  diredl  anfwer:  as  the 
word  ‘  Go*  is  affixed  to  one  of  the 
names,  from  which  they  infer  that 
it  partakes  of  the  cow,  and  are 
afraid  pofitively  to  declare,  that 

Zzbu  of  tkc  common  kind,  found  in 


it 
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it  is  not  improper  to  kill  the  ani¬ 
mal  ;  quoting  a  paffage  from  the 
Saftra,  ‘  Gosadris'ah  Gavayah/ 
a  Gavaya  is  like  an  ox.  How¬ 
ever,  the  Raja  of  Cach’har,  who 
is  a  Cfhatriya  of  the  Suryabansi 
race,  occafionally  fends  feveral 
Gayals  to  be  facrificed  on  certain 
hills  in  his  country,  in  order  to 
conciliate  the  Devata  of  the  place; 
as  his  Vakil  informs  me.’' 

The  anfwers  received  from  the 
Vakil  at  Cach’har,  to  the^queftions 
forwarded  by  Mr.  Dick,  contain 
the  following  information. 

“  The  Gayal  is  called  Gaujan- 
gali  in  the  Perlian  language,  Ga¬ 
vaya  in  Sanfcrit,  and  Met’hana 
by  the  mountaineers  ;  but  others 
name  the  animal  Gobay-goru. 

4t  Gayals  are  not  confined  to 
the  woods :  they  are  domefticated. 
Rut  wild  Gayals  are  found  in  the 
mountains  of  Bhotant,  &c.  They 
are  kept,  in  a  tame  ftate,  by  the 
people  who  inhabit  the  Calanaga 
hills,  near  the  diftritft  of  Ch’hilhet 
(Silhet,)  on  the  eaftern  border  of 
the  province  of  Cach’har,  weft  of 
Man'ipur,  and  north  of  a  trad  de¬ 
pendant  on  Tripura,  Calanagas, 
Cucis,  and  Khas'is  (tribes  of  moun¬ 
taineers,)  keep  Gayals  for  the  fake 
of  the  flefh,  not  for  the  milk,  which 
they  do  not  ufe ;  nor  for  burden, 
fince  they  have  no  fuch  employment 
for  their  cattle. 

((  The  Gayal  lives  to  the  age 
of  twenty,  or  twenty-five  years; 
it  has  reached  its  full  growth  at 
five  years;  and  the  female  is  ge¬ 
nerally  higher  than  the  male.  She 
receives  the  bull  in  her  fifth  year, 
and  bears  after  ten  months.  If 
milked,  (he  yields  from  two,  to 
two  and  a  half,  fers  of  milk  *,  or 
fometimes  more. 


ft  The  tame  Gayals,  however 
long  they  may  have  been  domefti¬ 
cated,  do  not  at  all  differ  from  the 
wild;  unlefs  in  temper;  for  the 
wild  are  fierce  and  untradable. 
The  colour  of  both  is  the  fame; 
namely,  that  of  the  antelope  ;  but 
fome  are  white,  and  others  black  : 
none  are  fpotted,  nor  piebald. 
They  graze  and  range  like  other 
cattle  ;  and  eat  rice,  muftard,  chi. 
ches,  and  any  cultivated  produce ; 
as  alfo  chaff  and  chopped  ftraw. 

((  f  The  Gavaya  is  like  a  cow  ;* 
confequently,  not  the  fame  with  a 
cow;  a  Hindu,  therefore,  com¬ 
mits  no  offence  by  killing  one. 
But  natives  of  Bengal,  or  of  the 
mountains,  who  are  Hindus,  fcruple 
to  kill  a  Gayal  themfelves  becaufe 
it  is  named  Gobay-goru  (or  the 
Gavaya  cow,”) 

To  this  anfwer,  an  addition 
was  made  by  the  Raja’s  Vakil,  at 
Silhet. 

((  Met’hanas  are  facrificed,  efpe- 
eially  by  iN’agas  and  Cucis,  before 
the  mountain  gods,  Nakharam  and 
Mai ram.  The  Cucis  and  Naga* 
are  fond  of  the  meat;  and,  there¬ 
fore,  conftantly  keep  fuch  cattle, 
and  eat  their  flefh  ;  and  often  make 
prefen ts  of  them  to  the  Raja  of 
Cach’har.  The  Raja  prefer ve* 
them,  and  fometimes  offers  Met’¬ 
hanas  in  facrifices  to  deities  ;  or 
entertains,  with  their  flefh,  Nagas 
and  Cucis,  who  come  to  vifit  him. 
The  mountaineers  are  much  pleafed 
with  that  compliment,  and  eat  the 
meat  with  delight,” 

This  information  has  eftablifhed 
(what  Ihadprevioufly  conjectured,) 
that  the  animal  mentioned  by  many 
Sanfcrit  authors,  under  the  name 
of  Gavaya,  is  no  other  than  the 
Gayal.  Amera  Sinha,  in  a  chapter 


*  From  foui  to  five  pounds 
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of  his  di&ionary  relating  to  ani¬ 
mals,  mentions  the  Gavaya  with 
many  wild  animals ;  among  which 
are  the  black  antelope,  the  fpotced 
axis,  the  porcine  deer,  the  painted 
or  white. footed  antelope,  the  grunt¬ 
ing  ox,  and  the  mufk  deer.  One 
of  his  commentators  (Rayamucuta) 
fays  of  the  Gavaya,  that  in  fhape 
it  refembles  the  ox.  He  had  pre- 
vioufly  compared  the  form  of  the 
grunting  ox  (Bos  grunniens)  to 
that  of  a  buffalo.  Another  anno¬ 
tator  flates  Gavaya,  as  a, name  re¬ 
ceived  into  the  common  diale&s. 
Both  agree  in  deriving  the  word 
from  Go,  a  bull  or  cow,  and  aya 
knowledge  ;  becaufe,  as  they  re¬ 
mark,  ((  one  might  take  it  for  an 
ox.** 

The  Raja-nighanti,  an  excellent 
catalogue  of  natural  produftions, 
with  their  reputed  qualities  in  the 
Materia  Medica,  ftates  Gavaya  as 
fynonymous  with  Vana-g6,  or  wild 
ox:  alfo  called  in  Sanfcrit,  Balab- 
hadra  and  Mahagava :  and  in  the 
vulgar  dialed,  Gavai.  Another 
vocabulary  has  added  Gavanuca  to 
the  Sanfcrit  fynonyma  ;  and,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Raja-nighanti,  the 
female  is  likewife  named  Bhila- 
gavi,  or  cow  of  the  Bhillas,  (a 
tribe  of  pillagers  and  mountaineers. ) 

No  further  evidence  would feem 
neceffary,  had  not  the  Bhavapra- 
cafa,  a  celebrated  medical  work, 
confounded  the  Gavaya  with  the 
Ris'yaj  or  Rifhya,  ( in  Hindi,  Rojh) 
which  is  the  painted  or  white¬ 
footed  antelope,  called  Nilgau. 
Madanapala,  in  a  fimilar  catalogue 
of  animals  confidered  relatively  to 
their  medical  ufes  *,  has  fallen  into 
the  fame  error ;  and  fo,  probably, 


other  writers  may  have  done,  who 
inhabit  countries  where  the  Gayal 
is  little  known. 

To  corred  this  miftake,  (with¬ 
out  relying  on  the  feparate  mention 
of  the  two  animals  in  the  Amera- 
cofha,)  I  fhall  cite  no  lefs  an  au¬ 
thority,  than  the  Indian  fcnpture. 
The  twenty-fourth  chapter  of  the 
Vajafaneyi  Yajurveda,  enumerates 
the  animals,  which  fhould  be  con- 
fecrated  to  various  deities,  at  an 
As'wamed’ha.  It  is  there  direded  y 
(v,  27,)  that  three  Rifyas,  (white- 
footed  antelopes,)  lhall  be  confe- 
crated  to  the  deities  named  Vafus ; 
and,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  next 
verfe  (v.  28,)  it  is  required,  that 
three  buffaloes  fhall  be  prefented  to 
Varun'a,  as  many  Gavayas  to 
Vrihafpati,  and  the  fame  number 
of  camels  to  Twafht'ri.  The 
commentator  on  the  Veda,  (Ma- 
hid’hara,)  explains  Gavaya,  as 
fignifying,  “  wild  cattle  refem- 
bling  kine.”  It  is  evident,  that 
this  fuits  better  with  the  Gayal, 
than  with  any  other  animal  known 
in  India. 

From  the  authorities  above  quo¬ 
ted,  the  Sanfcrit  fynonyma  may 
be  fafely  concluded.  But  it  is  not 
fo  eafy  to  determine  a  Perfian  name 
of  this  fpecies  of  ox.  Gaujangali 
or  cow  of  the  foreft,  mentioned  by 
Mr.  Dick’s  Vakil  at  Cach’har, 
is  a  fuitable  defignation  ;  but  it 
does  not  occur,  fo  far  as  I  can  learn, 
in  any  Perfian  work  of  authority. 
It  may  be  neceffary  to  caution  the 
reader,  not  to  fuppofe  the  Perfian 
Gaucohi)  which  literally  fignifies, 
as  Mr.  Gladwin  translated  it  +, 
mountain  cow,  to  be  this  ot  any 
other  fpecies  of  the  ox.  The 
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Tohfatu’lmuminin,  and  Makhze- 
nu*iadviyeh,  two  celebrated  trea- 
tifes  by  Perfian  phyficians,  concur 
in  defcribing  the  three  varieties  of 
Gaucohi,  alfo  named  Gauzen,  or 
Gozen,  and  in  Arabic,  Iyyal,  or 
Uyyal,  as  three  forts  of  deer  :  and 
the  laft  mentioned  work  declares 
it  to  be  the  fame  with  the  Hindi 
Barehfing’ha,  or  Cervus  Elaphus. 

I  take  this  opportunity,  while 
treating  of  a  fpecies  of  ox,  to  no¬ 
tice  an  error  which  crept  into 
Kerr’s  unfinifhed  tranllation  of  the 
animal  kingdom  in  Linnsus’s  Syf- 
tema  Naturae  ;  and  which  has  been 
followed  by  Doftor  Turton  in 
tranflating  the  general  fyftem  of 
nature  by  Linnteus.  Mr.  Kerr 
defcrihed  and  figured,  under  the 
name  of  Bos  Arnee,  an  animal, 
which,  notwithstanding  the  exag¬ 
gerated  defcription,  given  on  the 
authority  of  ‘  a  Britiih  officer, 
who  met  with  one  in  the  woods, 
in  the  country  above  Bengal  */  is 
evidently  nothing  elfe  but  the  wild 
buffalo,  an  animal  very  common 
throughout  Bengal,  and  known 
there,  and  in  the  neighbouring 
provinces  of  Hindofian,  by  the 
name  of  Arna.  Though  neither 
fourteen  feet  high,  as  Mr.  Kerr 
has  ftated,  or  rather  as  the  officer, 
on  whofe  information  he  relied, 
had  affirmed  ;  nor  even  eight  feet, 
as  Do&or  Turton,  following  Kerr’s 
inference  from  a  drawing,  aflerts ; 
yet  it  is  a  large  and  very  formida¬ 
ble  animal,  confpicuous  for  its 
ftrength,  courage,  and  ferocity. 
It  may  not  be  true,  that  the  buffa¬ 
loes  of  Afia  and  Europe  conftitute 
a  fingle  fpecies  j  but,  certainly, 
the  wild  and  tame  buffaloes  of  In- 
4ia  do  not  appear  to  differ  in  any 
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thing,  except  the  fuperior  fize,  and 
more  uniform  figure,  of  the  wild 
animal.  A  better  defcription  of 
the  buffalo,  than  has  been  yet  giver, 
is  perhaps  wanted;  but  the  Bos 
Arnee,  of  Kerr  and  Turton,  muff 
be  rejected  from  fyflems  of  zoo- 
logy,  as  an  erroneous  defcription 
taken  from  a  loofe  drawing,  af- 
filled  by  the  fragment  of  a  Ikele* 
ton. 


Bees  in  Madhii-grri. 

( From  Dr.  Francis  Buchanan*  § 
Journey  from  Madras ,  through 
Myfcrey  Canarai  and  Malabar ») 

The  Bees  here  are  of  four 
kinds :  I.  That  from  which  molt 
of  the  honey  and  wax  is  procured, 
is  called  He  genu.  This  is  a  large 
bee,  which  builds  under  projec¬ 
tions  of  the  rocks,  or  in  caverns. 
A  large  neft  gives  eight  Jeers , 
Seringapatam  weight,  of  honey 
=4tVo  pound,  and  three  feers  of 
wax  ix8o\  pound.  A  final!  hive 
gives  about  one  third  of  this  quan¬ 
tity.  The  honey  is  gathered  twice 
a  year,  in  Afhadha  and  Magha,  or 
in  the  month  following  thefummer 
folftice,  and  the  fecond  after  that 
of  winter.  Some  people  of  Bay- 
darn  caff  make  the  collecting  of 
honey  and  wax  a  profefilon,  and  it 
is  one  attended  with  much  danger* 
Having  difcovered  a  hive,  fome  of 
them  kindle  a  fire  under  the  rock, 
and  throw  on  it  fome  of  the  leaves 
of  the  CaJJia  fijhila^  and  of  the  Pit - 
lefert ,  which  emit  a  finoke  fo  acrid, 
that  nothing  living  can  endure  it* 
The  bees  are  forced  to  retire;  and 
fome  other  of  the  Bayias,  fo  foon 


53 


*  Kerr,  p.  336. 


Si 22*  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1807. 


as  the  fmoke  fubfides,  lower  down 
by  a  rope  one  of  their  companions, 
who,  with  a  pole,  knocks  off  the 
neft,  and  is  immediately  drawn  up 
again;  for  if  he  made  any  delay, 
the  bees  would  return,  and  their 
flinging  is  fo  violent,  that  it  en¬ 
dangers  life.  In  order  to  fortify 
him  againft  the  (harp  points  of 
rocks,  and  againft  injury  from  the 
rope,  which  paftes  round  his  cheft, 
the  adventurous  Bayda  is  fecured 
before  and  behind,  by  feveral  folds 
of  leather.  II.  The  bee,  that  pro¬ 
duces  the  next  greateft  quantity 
of  honey,  is  called  the  Cadi,  or 
Chittu  Jainu;  that  is,  ftick,  or 
fmall  honey.  This  bee  is  very 
fmall,  and  builds  around  the  branch 
of  a  tree,  a  comb  of  an  oblong 
(hape,  and  fharpened  at  both  ends. 
It  is  found  at  all  feafons,  but  is  in 
the  greateft  perfe&ion  at  the  fame 
time  with  the  other.  The  honey 
is  of  the  fineft  quality ;  but  the 
whole  comb  feldom  weighs  more 
than  two  feers,  or  pound. 

This  bee  does  not  fling,  and  is 
readily  driven  away  by  a  twig 
fwitched  round  the  comb.  III. 
The  Tudu'vay  is  a  bee  of  which  the 
honey  is  of  an  excellent  quality, 
but  rarely  procured;  for  it  gene¬ 
rally  builds  deep  in  the  crevices  of 
rocks,  where  it  is  totally  inaccefii- 
ble.  Sometimes,  however,  it.  is 
found  in  hollow  trees,  and  one  hive 
will  give  from  twenty  to  25  feers 
of  honey,  or  about  twelve  or  fifteen 
pounds;  but  the  quantity  of  wax 
is  in  proportion  fmall.  This  is  a 
large  bee ;  but  it  very  feldom  flings 
thofe  who  plunder  its  hive.  IV. 
The  Togriga  is  a  very  fmall  bee, 
that  feldom  flings.  It  takes  pof- 
feflion  of  the  deferted  nefts  of  the 
white  ant  ( TermesJ ,  which  in  this 
country  are  very  numerous  in  the 


waftes  of  red  foil,  fuch  as  is  ufiially 
cultivated  for  Ragz.  Of  this  ft  iff 
earth,  the  white  ants  raife  hills 
refembling  the  flump  of  a  tree, 
which  are  from  four  to  fix  feet 
high,  very  hard,  and  able  long  to 
refift  the  heavieft  rain.  Thefe, 
when  deferted,  moft  commonly  be¬ 
come  the  lurking  places  of  fnakes; 
but  fometimes  give  (belter  to  the 
Togriga  bee.  Its  neft  is  therefore 
eafily  acceffible ;  but  it  is  very 
fmall,  and  contains  only  about  a 
Jeer  of  honey,  and  half  a  Jeer  of 
wax. 


The  Cameleon . 

( From  Carry9  s  Qhfervations  on  the 
Windward  Co  aft  of  Africa »J 

The  cameleon  is  a  native  of 
the  torrid  zone,  and  is  a  genus  of 
the  lizard :  the  faculty  of  affuming 
the  colour  of  every  objeft  it  ap¬ 
proaches  is  afcribed  to  it,  and  other 
Angular  properties ;  but  there  are 
many  Fare  phaenomena  not  fo  well 
underftood,  fuch  as  its  abforption 
and  expulfion  of  air  at  pleafure,  its 
property  of  living  a  confiderable 
time  without  any  kind  of  nourilh- 
ment,  and  its  extraordinary  vifual 
advantages,  which  are  perhaps  not 
to  be  found  in  any  other  of  the 
wonderful  works  of  the  creation. 

I  have  made  various  experiment 
to  afcertain  thefe  extraordinary 
properties  in  this  little  animal  | 
and  I  brought  home  one  in  a  pre- 
ferved  (late. 

The  firft  object  which  (truck  my 
attention,  was  the  variation  of 
colour ;  and  I  am  perfuaded  that 
it  does  not  aflume  thefe  from  the 
furrounding  objefts*  but  that  they 
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proceed  from  internal  fenfation  of 
pain,  or  otherwife. 

From  the  moment  that  the  li¬ 
berty  of  my  captive  was  infringed 
upon,  or  when  interrupted  in  its 
purfuits,  it  became  lefs  fenfible  of 
external  objeCts,  the  vivacity  of 
its  colour,  and  the  plumpnefs  of 
its  form  underwent  a  vifibie  change. 
Its  natural  colour  is  a  beautiful 
green;  and  when  in  a  date  of  li¬ 
berty  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  grafs, 
or  lodged  on  the  branches  of  fome 
tree,  ornamented  with  the  gayeft 
foliage;  and  it  would  appear  that 
its  liberty,  and  the  privilege  of 
living  in  the  grafs,  are  indifpenft- 
ble  towards  the  prefer vation  of  its 
qualities. 

The  colour  of  its  (kin,  in  a  per¬ 
fect  ftate  of  health,  is  fcarcely  dif- 
cernible  from  the  trees  and  grafs, 
in  which  it  delights  to  conceal  it- 
felf,  and  is  not  to  be  difcovered  at 
all  without  a  very  minute  fcrutiny. 
It  remains  immoveable  for  a  length 
of  time,  and  its  motions  are  all 
cautious  and  flow,  continuing  to 
Loll  out  its  tongue,  which  is  long 
and  glutinous,  in  order  to  fecure 
the  little  infeCts  that  are  neceflary 
to  its  nourifhment ;  and  I  doubt 
not  but  it  has  an  attractive  influ¬ 
ence  over  its  prey,  for  I  have  ob- 
ferved  them  continually  floating 
around  the  cameleon,  when  fcarcely 
difcernible  in  any  other  fpace. 
When  the  tongue  is  covered  with 
a  fufficient  quantity  it  draws  it  in 
inftantaneoufly,  and  by  inceflantly 
repeating  the  operation,  all  the  in¬ 
fers  within  its  reach  are  taken  in 
the  fnare. 

That  its  health  and  exiftence 
depend  upon  being  in  the  grafs,  I 
am  perfuaded,  from  the  change  oc- 
cafloned  by  placing  it  in  gravel  or 
fand,  when  it  immediately  affurae* 


HISTORY.  *  523 

a  yellow  tinge,  its  form  is  reduced 
conflderably,  and  the  air  expelled, 
with  which  the  body  of  this  ani¬ 
mal  is  inflated,  fo  as  vifibly  to  re¬ 
duce  the  flze.  If  they  are  irri¬ 
tated  in  this  fltuation,  they  expel 
the  air  fo  ftrong  as  even  to  be 
heard,  gradually  decreafing  in  flze, 
and  becoming  more  dull  in  colour, 
until  at  length  they  are  almoft 
black  ;  but  upon  being  carried  into 
the  grafs,  or  placed  on  the  branches 
of  a  tree,  they  quickly  aflume  their 
wonted  folidity  and  appearance. 

The  victims  of  my  obfervation 

I  have  frequently  wrapped  in 
cloth  of  various  colours,  and  have 
left  them  for  a  confiderable  time, 
but  when  I  vifited  them  I  did  not 
find  that  they  partook  of  any  of 
the  colours,  but  uniformly  were  of 
a  tarniftied  yellow,  or  greyifli 
black,  the  colours  they  always 
aflume  when  in  a  ftate  of  fuffering 
and  diftrefs,  and  I  never  could  fuc- 
ceed  in  making  them  take  any 
other  when  in  a  fltuation  of  con- 

II  rain  t. 

The  Ikin  of  the  cameleon  is  of  a 
very  foft  and  delicate  texture,  and 
appears  to  the  obferver  flmilar  to  a 
ftiagreen  Ikin,  elaftic  and  pliable ; 
and  it  may  be  owing  to  this  extra¬ 
ordinary  conftruCtion  that  it 
changes  its  colours  and  flze  with 
that  facility  which  aftonifhes  us  ; 
but  what  may  be  confidered  as  a 
more  wonderful  faculty  is,  its  ex¬ 
panding  and  contracting  itfelf  at 
pleafure,  and,  as  it  were,  retaining 
the  fluid  in  an  uniform  manner, 
when  in  health,  but  exhaling  it 
when  in  a  Hate  of  fuftering,.fo  as 
to  reduce  its  dimenfions  to  a  more 
contracted  flze.  Its  peculiar  or¬ 
ganization  is  fuel],  that  the  atmof- 
pheric  air  which  it  inhales  fo  gene¬ 
rally  throughout  every  part  of  it* 
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body,  diflends  and  projects  even 
its  eyes  and  extremities.  1  have 
frequently  feen  it  after  many  days 
falling  become  fuddenly  plump, 
and  continue  fo  for  a  fortnight, 
tvhen  immediately  it  became  no¬ 
thing  but  a  fkeleton  of  Ikin  and 
bone. 

The  tenuity  of  its  body  is  at 
thefe  feafons  aftonifiiing ;  the  fpine 
of  its  back  becomes  pointed,  the 
fielh  of  its  fides  adhere  to  each 
other,  and  apparently  form  one 
united  fubftance,  when  it  will,  in 
a  few  hours,  at  pleafure,  refume  its 
rotund  Hate;  and  this  appears  to 
me  to  be  a  moll  extraordinary  cir- 
eumftance  in  the  conftru&ion  of 
this  animal,  which  invites  the  mi¬ 
nuted:  refearch  of  the  naturalift. 

To  convince  myfelf  how  far  the 
jaffertion  might  be  admitted,  that 
the  cameleon  can  exift  upon  air,  I 
have  placed  them  in  a  cage,  fo 
eonftruCted,  as  to  exclude  any  thing 
eife,  even  the  minuted:  infe&; 
when  I  have  vifited  my  captives, 
they  have  opened  their  mouths  and 
expelled  the  air  towards  me  fo  as 
to  be  felt  and  heard.  In  the  firft 
ftage  of  their  privation  and  irnpri- 
fonment,  which  has  continued  for 
more  than  a  month,  I  have  found 
them  in  continual  motion  around 
their  prifon,  but  afterwards  their 
excurfions  became  more  circum- 
fcribed,  and  they  have  funk  to  the 
bottom,  when  their  powers  of  dif- 
tenfion  and  contraction  became  lan¬ 
guid  and  decreafed,  and  were  never 
again  capable  of  performing  their 
accuftomed  transformation.  The 
one  which  I  brought  to  England 
prefer ved  in  fpirits,  after  under¬ 
going  upwards  of  two  months  of 
famine,  when  I  carried  it  among 
the  grnfs,  or  placed  it  in  the  thick 
foliage  of  a  tree,  in  little  more 
than  a  week  regained  its  green 
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colour,  and  power  of  expanfioft' 
but  not  contented  with  my  experi¬ 
ment,  and  determined  to  afcertain 
it  to  the  utmoft,  I  redoubled  my 
precautions  to  exclude  every  thing  ■ 
but  air,  and  my  devoted  victim 
was  doomed  to  another  feries  of 
trial,  and  continued  to  exift  up¬ 
wards  of  a  months  when  it  fell  a 
facrifice  to  my  cunofity. 

The  eyes  of  the  cameleon  may 
alfo  be  cOnfidered  a  remarkable 
fingularity  ;  they  are  covered  with 
a  thin  membrane,  which  nature  has 
given  it  to  fupply  the  want  of  eye¬ 
lids,  and  this  membrane  is  funk  in 
the  centre  by  a  lengthened  hole, 
which  forms  an  orifice,  bordered 
by  a  fhining  circle.  This  cover¬ 
ing  follows  all  the  motions  of  the 
eye  fo  perfectly,  that  they  appear 
to  be  one  and  the  fame ;  and  the 
aperture,  or  lengthened  hole,  is  al¬ 
ways  central  to  the  pupil,  the  eyes 
moving  in  every  direction,  inde¬ 
pendant  of  each  other;  one  eye 
will  be  in  motion  while  the  other 
is  fixed,  one  looking  behind  while 
the  other  is  looking  before,  and 
another  directed  above  while  its 
companion  is  fixed  on  the  earth, 
fo  that  its  eyes  move  in  every  pofii- 
b!e  direction,  independant  of  each 
other,  without  moving  the  head, 
which  is  clofely  compacted  with 
the  {boulders. 

By  thefe  quick  evolutions  its 
perfonal  fafety  is  guarded,  and  it 
perceives  with  quicknefs  the  infeCts 
and  Hies,  which  it  is  always  en¬ 
trapping  by  its  glutinous  tongue. 

Without  doubt,  this  fpecies  of 
lizard  polfeffes  peculiarities  well 
worthy  the  attention  of  naturalifts, 
who  only  can  define  them ;  what 
I  have  fa  id  I  have  obferved  in  my 
1'eifure  moments,  and  mud  be  con¬ 
fide  red  as  a  very  imperfeCt  detail 
of  its  natural  hiftory. 
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Lift  of  Patents  for  New  Inventions 

&c.  granted  in  the  year  1 8  o  7 » 

T  X  7  ALTER  Henry  Wyatt,  of 
V  V  Hatton-Garden,  London, 
gentleman  ;  for  the  means  of  faci¬ 
litating  the  chemical  a  ft  ion  be¬ 
tween  copper  and  feveral  faline  fub- 
hances,  fo  as  to  produce  important 
improvements  in  the  art  of  feparat- 
ing  gold  and  fiver  from  copper, 
plated  or  united  with  either  ofthofe 
metals,  and  in  the  manufafturing 
of  fulphate  of  copper,  and  in  the 
making  of  many  kinds  of  colours 
for  painting.  Communicated  by 
a  foreigner.  Dated  January 

Chefter  Gould,  of  Birmingham, 
in  the  county  of  Warwick,  gentle¬ 
man  ;  for  a  machine  to  afeertain 
the  weight  of  any  thing  to  the 
amount  of  ten  tons  and  upwards, 
to  be  made  ufe  of  inftead  of  the 
common  fteel-yard,  or  beams  and 
weight.  Dated  January  24. 

William  Hance,  of  Tooley 
Street,  in  the  parilh  of  Sr.  Olave, 
Southwark,  and  county  of  Surrey, 
hatter  ;  for  a  method  of  rendering 
water-proof,  beaver  and  other  hats. 
Dated  January  29. 

Vox.  XLIX.or  Vol.  VII.  Ne 


Benjamin  Southcombe,  of  Brick 
Lane,  in  the  parifhof  St.  Luke,  in 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  tin-plate 
worker ;  for  a  method  of  making 
flexible  or  malleable  metallic  plates 
into  convex  or  concave  forms  or 
hollow  fhapes.  Dated  January  29*, 

Richard  Friend,  of  the  Broad¬ 
way,  St.  Thomas’s,  in  the  borough 
of  Southwark,  and  county  of  Sur¬ 
rey,  gun-carriage-maker  :  for  im¬ 
provements  in  the  making  and 
w'orking  gun  and  carronade  car¬ 
riages.  Dated  January  29. 

Simon  Orgiil,  of  the  town  and 
county  of  the  town  of  Notting¬ 
ham,  framefrtiith  ;  for  certain  hops 
for  working  bolt-wheels  affixed  to 
the  machine  attached  to  the  com¬ 
mon  warp-lace-frame  to  give  mo¬ 
tion  to  the  faid  machine,  and  alfo 
a  rotary  fpindle,  projeftions,  and 
,  levers,  to  be  affixed  to  the  faid 
frame  itfelf,  to  give  motion  to  the 
faid  frame  for  the  purpofe  of  manu¬ 
fafturing  by  a  more dimple,  certain,, 
and  expeditious  method,  lace  or 
net  work  of  various  figures  and 
qualities,  with  filk,  cotton,  work¬ 
ed,  or  other  materials,  produced 
from  animal,  vegetable,  or  mineral 
fubftances.  Dated  February  3. 
w  Series.  *B  li  Richard 
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Richard  Lorentz,  of  Great  Port¬ 
land  Street,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlefex,  Efq.  for  certain  machines  or 
inflruments,  one  of  which  will  pro¬ 
duce  inflan taneous  lights  and  the 
other  inftantaneous  fire ;  commu¬ 
nicated  by  foreigners  refiding 
abroad.  Dated  February  5. 

James  Eifex,  of  the  town  of 
Northampton,  woolftapler  and 
grocer ;  for  a  method  of  making 
or  manufacturing  dyed,  botted,  or 
felted  wool,  into  mats,  rugs,  car. 
pets,  &c.  of  various  colours,  fi¬ 
gures,  patterns,  and  fixes,  for  car¬ 
riages,  halls,  parlours,  hearths,  and 
fundry  other  purpofes.  Dated 
February  5. 

James  Sperfhott,  of  Shelton,  in 
the  county  of  Stafford,  clay-mer¬ 
chant  ;  for  an  improvement  in  the 
manufatPure  of  earthenware.  Dated 
February  7. 

John  Day,  of  Camberwell-green, 
in  the  parifli  of  St.  Mary  Lam¬ 
beth,  ftone-mafon  ;  for  an  engine 
for  the  purpofe  of  loading  and  un¬ 
loading  veifels,  and  alfo  for  railing 
large  anchors  and  other  immenfe 
weights  to  any  height  required. 
Dated  February  12. 

Charles  Earl  Stanhope,  for  im¬ 
provements  refpedling  the  form, 
conftruftion,  and  manner  of  build¬ 
ing  and  fitting  out  fhips  and  veffels 
for  the  purpofe  of  navigation,  and 
efpecially  for  eounteradling  or  di_ 
minifhing  the  danger  of  that  molt 
mifchievous  invention  for  deflroy- 
ing  fhips  and  veffels,  known  by  the 
name  or  appellation  of  fubmarine 
bombs,  carcaffes,  or  explofions. 
Dated  Februaty  16. 

James  Winter,  of  Stoke  under 
Ham  don,  in  the  county  of  So« 
merfet,  glove- manufaflurer  ;  for  a 
machine  for  fewing  and  pointing 
leather  gloves  with  neatnefs  and 
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ftrength,  much  fuperior  to  that„ 
which  is  effected  by  manual  labour 
Dated  February  20. 

Andrew  Kauffman,  of  the  parifli 
of  St.  Leonard  Shoreditch,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  mufical-in- 
firument-maker  ;  for  improvements 
in  the  conflrudlion  of  the  flageo* 
lette  or  Englifh  flute.  Dated 
February  20. 

Archibald  Thomfon,  of  the 
parifli  of  St,  John,  in  the  city  of 
Weftminfler,  and  county  of  Mid¬ 
dlefex,  engineer ;  for  improve¬ 
ments  (by  the  application  of  known 
principles)  upon  certain  parts  of 
mill-fpinning  for  fpinning  of  wool 
or  cotton.  Dated  February  20. 

Ifaac  Sanford,  of  the  city  of 
Gloucefler,  civil  engineer,  and 
Stephen  Price,  of  Stroud,  in  the 
county  of  Gloucefler,  civil  en¬ 
gineer  ;  for  an  improvement  or 
method  to  raife  a  nap  or  pile  on 
woollen,  cotton,  and  all  other 
cloth  which  may  require  a  nap  or 
pile,  as  a  fubflitute  for  teafels  or 
cards.  Dated  February  20. 

Frederic  Albert  Windfor,  of 
Pall  Mall,  in  the  county  of  Mid« 
dlefex,  gentleman  ;  for  an  improv* 
ed  oven,  ftove,  furnace,  or  appara¬ 
tus  for  the  extracting  of  inflam¬ 
mable  air  or  gas  and  oil-tar,  acet¬ 
ous  andammonial  liquors,  from  dif¬ 
ferent  kinds  of  fuel,  for  reducing 
fuch  fuel  into  coke  and  charcoal, 
and  for  completely  purifying  fuch 
inflammable  air  or  gas  of  its  odour 
during  a  flate  of  com  bullion. 
Dated  February  20. 

John  Falconer  A tlee,  of  Wandf- 
worth,  in  the  county  of  Surrey, 
difliller  ;  for  an  improved  appara¬ 
tus  to  be  ufed  in  fermenting  of  li¬ 
quors.  Dated  March  7. 

John  Maberley,  of  Bedford-row, 
in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  gen  t.; 

for 
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for  a  method  of  making  and  con- 
ftrucling  tents,  poles,  and  other 
machinery,  fo  as  to 'expel  and  carry 
off  noxious  and  contaminated  air 
by  a  readier  and  more  efFe&ual 
ventilation  than  can  be  accom¬ 
pli  fired  by  the  tents  in  common  ufe. 
Dated  March  7. 

Elizabeth  Bell,  of  Blackheath, 
in  the  county  of  Kent,  fplnfter  ; 
for  certain  improvements  in  an  ar¬ 
tificial  method  of  fweepirig  chim- 
nies,  and  an  improvement  in  the 
preparing  and  manufacturing  pieces 
ufed  for  conftruffting  the  chimnies 
invented  by  her,  fo  as  to  render 
the  faid  pieces  capable  of  being 
better  joined  together,  and  more 
advantageoufly  ufed  for  conveying 
frnoke,  water,  and  other  fluids  or 
bodies,  in  a  divided  and  pulverulent 
Hate,  in  any  required  direction ; 
and  alfo  certain  methods, machinery, 
and  apparatus,  ufeful  or  neceffary 
for  manufacturing  fuch  pieces,  and 
applicable  for  the  purpofe  of  form¬ 
ing  various  other  articles  of  pot¬ 
tery.  Dated  March  7. 

John  Houlditch,  of  Long  Acre, 
in  the  countv  of  Middfefex,  coach- 
maker  ;  for  certain  improvements 
in  the  conftruCtion  of  four-wheeled 
carriages  of  different  descriptions. 
Dated  March  7. 

Henry  Charles  Chriftian  New- 
clerk,  reCtor  of  St.  John’s,  Capif- 
terre,  in  the  ifland  of  St.  Chrifto- 
pher  :  for  a  machine  applicable  to 
mills  in  general,  and  to  various 
other  purpofes,  but  more  particu¬ 
larly  adapted  to  the  cattle  mills 
employed  for  expreffing  the  juice 
of  the  fugar-cane,  by  greatly  aug¬ 
menting  their  power  and  execution, 
with  fewer  cattle,  and  by  increafing 
the  number  of  the  revolutions  of 
the  fpindle  and  rollers  in  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  ten  to  one  of  the  prefen t 
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mills,  or  even  more  if  required,  by 
means  of  a  ring,  made  either  of 
hard  wood  or  caff  iron,  round  the 
mill,  and  by  an  entirely  new  con* 
ftrudion  of  the  axis  in  peritfoehio, 
the  lever,  and  a  lantern  wheel  or 
pinion,  the  trundles  or  teeth  of 
which  turn  a  cog  wheel  on  the 
fpindle  of  the  mill  ;  which  axis  in 
peritrcchi,  lever,  and  lantern  wheel 
or  pinion,  are  alfo  conft  rafted  as  to 
revolve  together  with  two  diftinff 
motions  ;  that  is  to  fay,  a  rotatory 
one  round  their  own  axis,  and  a 
progreffive  circumvoiutionary  one 
on  the  ring,  conftantly  adfing  upon 
and  compelling  the  cog  wheel  and 
and  fpindle  with  their  fepa rate  and 
united  forces.  Dated  March  7. 

John  Day,  of  Camberwell-green, 
in  the  parifh  of  St.  Mary,  Lam¬ 
beth,  ftone-mafon  ;  for  a  method 
of  applying  friction  boxes,  either 
with  or  without  a  perpetual  fcrew, 
fpindle,  and  cog-wheel,  to  extend 
and  facilitate  the  power  of  engines, 
cranes,  capftans,  and  other  machines 
ufed  for  loading  and  unloading 
(hips  or  veffels,  and  for  raiffng 
anchors  and  other  great  weights  or 
bodies,  and  alfo  to  the  ft&erage- 
wheels  of  drips  or  veffels.  Dated 
March  20. 

Thomas  Johnfon,  mechanic,  in 
Glafgow  ;  for  a  machine  for  weav¬ 
ing  yarn.  Dated  March  23. 

Archibald  Thomfon,  of  the  pa~ 
riih  of  St.  John,  in  the  city  of 
Weftminfter,  and  county  of  Mid* 
dlefex,  engineer  ;  for  certain  im¬ 
provements  (by  the  application  of 
known  principles)  upon  certain 
parts  of  mill-fpinning  for  {pinning 
wool  or  cotton.  Dated  April  2.  ' 

James  Peache,  of  Cuper’s  -bridge^ 
Lambeth,  in  the  county  of  Surrey, 
barge-builder  ;  for  a  floating  hol« 
low  buoy,  on  a  new  conftruftion, 
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for  fuppotting  mooring  chains, 
cables,  ropes,  &c.  Dated  April  8  . 

William  Chapman,  of  the  town 
and  county  of  Nevvcaftle-upon- 
Tyne,  civil  engineer  ;  for  a  me¬ 
thod  or  methods  of  reducing  the 
wear,  arid  prolonging  the  duration 
of  ropes  ufed  in  drawing  coals  or 
other  minerals  from  pits  or  fhafts 
of  mines.  Dated  April  8. 

Samuel  Williams,  of  Finfbury- 
fquare,  in  the  city  of  London, 
merchant  ;  for  new  and  improved 
machines  and  machinery  for  fpin- 
ning  wool,  cotton,  hemp,  and 
other  filamentous  fubftances.  Com¬ 
municated  to  him  by  a  foreigner 
rending  abroad.  Dated  April  8. 

Richard  Francis  Hawkins,  of 
the  parifn  of  St.  Ann,  Limenoufe, 
,in  the  county  of  Middiefex,  gen¬ 
tleman  ;  for  certain  improvements 
to  all  kinds  of  gun  and  cannonade 
carriages,  fo  as  to  facilitate  the 
working  or  ufing,  fecuring,  and 
houfing  thereof,  particularly  adapt¬ 
ed  to  (hips.  Dated  April  8. 

William  Southwell,  of  the  city 
of  Dublin,  mufical  inftrument-ma- 
.ker  ;  for  certain  improvements  up- 
.cn  a  piano-forte,  which  is  fo  con- 
fhudled  as  to  prevent  the  poffibility 
of  its  being  fo  frequently  out  of 
tune,  as  piano-fortes  now  generally 
are,  which  he  denominates  <f/A 
Cabinet  Piano-forte.”  Dated 
April  8. 

William  Chapman,  of  the  town 
and  county  of  Newcaftle-upon- 
Tyne,  civil  engineer  ;  for  a  me¬ 
thod  or  methods  of  putting  coals 
on  board  of  fhips,  lighters,  and 
other  veifels,  fo  as  to  prevent  a 
great  portion  of  the  breakage  of 
the  coals  which  takes  place  in  the 
ufual  method  of  Ihipping  them  by 
fpouts.  Dated  April  xi. 

Thomas.  Paty,  of  St.  Thomas's 


Watering,  Kent-road,  in  the  pa*9 
rifh  of  St.  Giles,  Camberwell,  in 
the  county  of  Suirey,  manufaflur- 
er  ;  for  a  method  of  dying,  {pin¬ 
ning,  weaving,  and  manufacturing 
ol  Kail-India  fun-hemp  into  carpets 
and  carpet  rug-matts,  wliich  will 
be  more  durable  and  lefs  expenlive 
than  any  now  in  ufe.  Dated 
April  1 1. 

Alexander  John  Forfyth,  clerk, 
of  Belhelvie,  Aberdeenfhire,  in 
Scotland ;  for  a  method  of  dis¬ 
charging  or  giving  fire  to  artil* 
lery  and  all  other  fire-arms,  cham¬ 
bers,  cavities,  and  places,  in  which 
gunpowder  or  other  combuftible 
matter  is  or  may  be  put  for  the 
purpofe  of  explofion.  Dated 
April  1 1. 

Anthony  Francis  Berte,  of  the 
pa riCh  of  St.  Dunflan  in  the  Weft, 
in  the  city  of  London,  merchant  ; 
for  certain  improvements  in  calling 
printers  types  and  forts,  and  other 
articles  of  metal.  Communicated 
to  him  by  a  certain  foreigner  refi- 
ding  abroad.  Dated  April  15. 

James  Forbes  Dalton,  of  High 
Holborn,  in  the  county  of  Middie¬ 
fex,  coach-maker  ;  for  certain  im¬ 
provements  in  the  eonftrudion  of 
four- wheelcarriages. Dated  Aprile  1. 

William  Shotwell,  of  the  city  of 
New.  York,  in  America,  now  refi- 
ding  in  the  city  of  London,  mer¬ 
chant  ;  for  certain  machines  and 
improvements  upon  machines,  for 
the  purpofe  of  bleaching,  wafhing, 
and  cleanfing  linen,  and  every' 
other  article  that  can  be  done  by 
hand.  Dated  April  21. 

Abraham  Matterface,  of  the  pa~ 
rifh  of  Chrift  Church,  in  the  county 
of  Surrey,  mill- wright  ;  for  cer¬ 
tain  improvements  in  the  conftruc- 
tion  of  a  machine  for  making  arid 
.mixing  malt.  Dated  April  21. 

Mark 
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Mark  Noble,  of  the  parifh  of 
Batterfea,  in  the  county  of  Surrey, 
engine-maker  ;  for  a  chain-pump, 
hand- pump,  and  an  improved  extin- 
guifhing  fire-engine.  Dated  April 
25. 

Robert  John  Stanley,  of  the  town 
of  Gainfborough,  in  the  county  of 
Lincoln,  gentleman  ;  for  a  me¬ 
thod  of  tanning  leather  without  the 
ufc  or  application  of  bark  (or  mi¬ 
neral  aflringent),  except  in  the 
tanning  of  backs  and  bins,  yielding 
a  great  advantage  both  in  refpeCt 
to  time  and  expenfe,  whereby  as 
good,  if  not  a  fuperior  article  or 
commodity  is  produced ;  the  in¬ 
gredients  required  by  this  method 
of  tanning  are  entirely  of  a  veget¬ 
able  quality,  and  the  principal  part 
thereof  the  produce  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  Dated  April  23. 

Rudolphe  Cabanel,  of  Lambeth, 
Surrey,  engineer ;  for  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  conflrucUon  of  wheels 
and  axle-trees,  by  which  will  be 
obtained  the  following  and  other 
advantages :  the  carriage  will  be 
lefs  liable  to  overturn  ;  and,  in 
confequence  of  the  friftion  being 
ajmoft  wholly  done  away  ;  will 
move  with  much  lefs  power  or  la¬ 
bour  of  the  horfes  ;  the  neceffary 
eil  or  greafe  being  fupplied  with¬ 
out  feparating  the  wheel  from  the 
axle,  are  fo  fecurely  attached  as 
to  obviate  the  frequent  accident  of 
the  wheels  coming  off,  and  fhould 
they  be  injured,  any  other  wheel, 
whether  cart,  coach,  or  waggon, 
may  be  fubftituted  as  a  temporary 
refource,  and  a  wheel  or  wheels 
may  be  fhifted  at  pleafure.  Dated 
May  5. 

jatnesWoods,  ofOrmlkirk,  Lan- 
cafhire,  chair-maker ;  for  a  ma¬ 
chine  for  churning  milk  and  cream. 


and  which  may  be  ufed  as  a  pump. 
Dated  May  9. 

William  Cubitt,  of  Walfham, 
Norfolk,  engineer  ;  for  a  method 
of  equalizing  the  motion  of  the 
fails  of  windmills.  Dared  May  9. 

Francis  Frome,  of  Spring-Gar¬ 
dens,  Weftminfter,  Middlefex, 
gentleman  ;  for  an  improved  port¬ 
able  boot-jack,  with  a  guard  to 
prevent  the  poflibility  of  any  acci¬ 
dent  to  the  legs  or  ankles  in  pul¬ 
ling  off  the  boots.  Dated  May  1 1. 

William  Bainbridge,  of  HoL 
born,  London,  mufical  inftrument. 
maker  ;  for  improvements  on  the 
flageolet  or  Englifh  flute.  Dated 
May  14. 

John  Roebuck,  of  Warren  Street, 
St.  Pancras,  Middlefex,  civil  en¬ 
gineer  ;  for  improvements  in  a 
machine  called  The  Caledonian 
Balance.  Dated  May  14. 

Chefter  Gould,  of  Walworth, 
Surrey,  gent, ;  for  improvements 
on  a  machine  for  mangling  linen 
and  other  articles  required  to  be 
mangled,  Dated  May  26. 

Jofeph  Bowyer,  of  Kiddermin- 
fler,  in  the  county  of  Worcefter, 
carpet-manufaCturer  ;  fora  method 
of  working  or  manufacturing  car¬ 
peting  for  carpets  and  carpet-rug* 
not  heretofore  ufed.  Dated  May- 

29. 

John  Brown,  of  the  parifh  of 
Saint  Andrew  Hubbard,  in  the 
city  of  London,  ftationer  ;  for  cer¬ 
tain  improvements  in  the  conftruc- 
tion  of  a  prefs  for  printing  books 
and  other  articles,  part  of  which 
may  be  applied  to  prefles  now  in 
common  ufe.  Dated  June  2. 

John  By  water,  of  the  town  and 
county  of  the  town  of  Notting¬ 
ham  ;  for  certain  improvements  in 
the  conftruftion  of  windlafles  for 

*  H  h  3  weighing 
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weighing  the  anchors  of  {hips  and 
navigable  veffels,  and  various 
other  purpofes.  Dated  June  6. 

Allan  Pollock,  of  Paifley,  North 
Britain,  at  prefent  refiding  in  Lon¬ 
don,  merchant ;  for  a  ftove  of  a 
new  conftruftion,  and  various  im¬ 
provements  applicable  to  ftoves, 
grates,  and  fire-places.  Dated 
June  1 1. 

Henry  Maudflay,  of  Margaret 
Street,  CaVendifh-fquare,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  engineer  ; 
for  improvements  in  the  conftruc- 
tion  of  fleam-engines.  Dated 
Tune  i  9. 

J  O 

Francis  Plovvden,  of  EfTex  Street, 
Strand,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
efq.  ;  for  a  fafe  and  fure  method  of 
preferving,  for  an  extraordinary 
length  of  time,  at  fea  and  on  land, 
butchers  meat,  animal  and  or  her 
comeftible  fubftances,  in  a  fweet, 
palatable,  and  nutritious  ftate, 
without  acid,  fait,  or  drying  ;  the 
preservation  of  which  apthartic  vi¬ 
ands  he  conceives  will  be  of  great 
public  utility.  Dated  June  13. 

John  Syeds,  of  Rotherhithe 
Wall,  in  the  county  of  Surrey, 
eompafs  maker ;  for  certain  im« 
provements  in  the  conk  ruftion  of  a 
machine  for  making  rope  or  cord¬ 
age,  either  fhroud  or  cable  laid, 
and  in  the  mode  of  manufacturing 
the  fame.  Dated  June  16. 

Robert  Barlow,  of  Spring  Gar¬ 
dens,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
chemift  and  medical  ele&rician  ; 
for  certain  oriental,  aromatic,  che¬ 
mical  compofitions  or  compounds, 
to  be  made  and  moulded  into  va¬ 
rious  forms,  fhapes,  and  ornamental 
devices,  as  amulets  in  butterflies, 
birds,  fhells,  and  animals,  and  to 
be  worn  as  an  ornamental  part  of 
drefs  by  ladies  and  gentlemen,  as 
fings?  broaches,  lockets,  pins. 


combs,  bandaus,  and  other  orna* 
ments  ;  which  oriental,  aromatic, 
chemical  compofition  he  denomD 
nates  i(  Ebenbofamic  and  Eben- 
gavui-Bofamic  Compolition  or 
Compounds,  or  Aromatic  varie¬ 
gated  artificial  Marbles  and  Stones, 
opaque  and  tranfparent.”  Dated 
June  16. 

William  Atkins,  of  the  city  of 
Norwich,  fhawl-manufadturer ;  for 
certain  improvements  in  the  con- 
ftru&ion  of  a  loom  for  weaving 
borders  or  {tripes,  or  different  col¬ 
ours,  on  fhawls  or  any  goods  made 
of  cotton,  Blk,  linen,  or  worked, 
or  any  other  mixture  of  the  fame. 
Dated  June  16. 

John  Palmer,  of  Enon  Cottage, 
Shrewfbury,  in  the  county  of  Sa¬ 
lop  ;  for  a  method  of  conftrudting 
and  eroding  bridges.  Dated  June 
26. 

John  Dickipfon,  of  the  parifh  of 
Saint  Martin  Ludgate,  in  the  city 
of  London,  ftationer  ;  for  a  cer¬ 
tain  machine  or  machinery  for  cut¬ 
ting  and  placing  paper.  Dated 
June  30. 

William  Bound,  of  Ray  Street, 
in  the  parifh  of  James  Cierkenwell, 
in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  fmith 
and  iron  founder  ;  for  a  receiver- 
applicable  to  regifler  and  other 
ftoves,  by  which  means  the  cinders 
and  allies  are  with  cleanlinefs  and 
fafety  conftantly  retained  ;  while 
the  fame  forms  an  eafy  fupport  to  a 
general  fire-fcreen.  Dated  July  4. 

Apfley  Pellatt,  of  Saint  Paul’s 
Church  Yard,  in  the  city  of  Lonr 
don,  glafs  manufacturer  j  for  his 
improved  niethpd  for  admitting 
light  into  the  internal  parts  of 
fhips,  veffels,  buildings  and  other 
places.  Dated  July  7. 

Charles  Groll,  of  Leicefter 
Fields,  in  the  parifh  of  Saint  Mar¬ 
tin, 
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tin,  in  the  city  of  Weftminfter,  for 
his  difcovery  of  certain  improve¬ 
ments  on  harps.  Dated  July  13. 

John  Norton,  of  Roils  Buildings, 
Fetter-lane,  in  the  city  of  London, 
mathematical  inftrument-maker  ; 
for  his  improved  pump.  Dated 

My  13- 

James  Bradley,  of  Maid  Lane, 
Southwark,  in  the  county  of  Sur¬ 
rey,  iron-founder ;  for  his  new 
kind  of  iron  bar  to  be  ufed  in  fire¬ 
places,  for  boilers,  furnaces,  hot- 
houfes,  and  any  other  fire-place 
where  bars  are  ufed.  Dated  July 

*3- 

Gordon  Howdon,  of  Oxford 
Street,  in  the  county  of  Middle- 
fex,  faddier  ;  for  his  girth  pommel, 
which  mold  effectually  prevents  the 
faddle  from  getting  forward  upon 
any  defcription  of  horfes,  however 
much  nature  may,  in  the  fhape  of 
the  animal,  work  againft  it. 
Dated  July  20. 

Charles  Lucas  Birch,  of  Great 
Queen  Street,  in  the  parifh  of  Saint 
Giles  in  the  Fields,  in  the  county 
of  Middlefex,  coach-maker  ;  for 
certain  improvements  in  the  con- 
ftrudtion  of  the  roofs  and  upper 
quarters  of  landaus,  inndaulets, 
barouche  landaus,  barouches,  ba- 
rouchets,  curricles,  and  other  car¬ 
riages,  the  upper  parts  of  which 
are  made  to  fall  down.  Dated 
July  21. 

John  Philips,  of  Eaft  Stonehoufe, 
in  the  county  of  Devon,  ftone-ma- 
fon  and  fculptor  ;  for  his  method 
or  methods  of  conftrudting  and  re¬ 
moving  offices,  counting-houfes 
and  other  rooms,  with  defks,  draw¬ 
ing  boards,  and  other  fimilar  con¬ 
veniences,  which  method  or  me¬ 
thods  may  alfo  be  applied  in  the 
conftrudting  and  removing  bridges, 
cottages,  fentry  boxes,  and  to  other 


#53i 

purpofes  or  erections  of  a  fmaller 
or  larger  extent.  Dated  July  28. 

Jofeph  Aftley,  of  Borrowftouri- 
nefs,  in  that  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  called  Scotland,  chemift ; 
for  certain  improvements  in  the 
manufacture  of  fal-ammoniac. 
Dated  July  28. 

Enoch  Wood,  of  Burflem,  in  the 
county  of  Stafford,  potter  ;  for  a 
method  or  contrivance  of  applying 
power  for  the  purpofe  of  railing4 
water  from  a  lower  to  a  higher 
level.  Dated  July  30. 

Robert  Dickinfon,  of  Long 
Acre,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
Efq.  ;  for  certain  improvements  on 
or  in  machinery  for  improving 
turnpike  and  other  roads,  and  for 
other  purpofes.  Dated  Auguft  1. 

Edward  Coke  Wilmot,  of  Bir¬ 
mingham,  in  the  county  of  War¬ 
wick,  gentleman ;  for  an  inftru- 
ment  for  the  purpofe  of  warming 
beds,  and  which  may  be  applied  to 
various  other  purpofes.  Dated 
Auguft  jo. 

Richard  Rees,  of  Red  Lion-paf- 
fage,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
cutler  ;  for  certain  improvements 
in  truffes  for  perfons  affi  idled  with 
ruptures.  Dated  Auguft  25. 

Samuel  Hill,  of  Whiteley  Wood, 
in  the  county  of  York,  faw-ma- 
ker  ;  for  a  method  of  making  iron 
andfteel  backs  for  fixing  upon,  and 
ufing  with,  the  blades  of  fcythes, 
and  of  ft  raw  and  hay  knives, 
whether  the  blades  t  hereof  be  rolled, 
forged,  caft,  hammered,  or  other- 
wife  manufactured.  Dated  Au¬ 
guft  26. 

Ralph  Dodd,  of  Exchange-alley, 
in  the  city  of  London,  engineer  5 
for  a  ftill  or  alembic,  with  a  refri¬ 
geratory  worm  or  condenfer,  and  a 
pifton  and  rod,  for  the  ufe  ot  dif- 
*  H  h  4  tillers. 
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tillers,  brewers,  and  other  perfons 
ufing  the  like  machinery.  Dated 
September  8. 

James  Day,  of  Church-lane, 
Whitechapel,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  merchant ;  for  a  me¬ 
thod  of  making  and  compounding 
a  certain  liquid  compohtion,  called 
Danzic  or  Dantzic  Spruce,  or 
Danzig  or  Dantzic  blafk  beer. 
Dated  September  9. 

William  Pedder,  of  Norfolk 
is  freer,  Strand,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  Efq.  ;  for  an  addition 
and  improvement  to  the  cattle- 
mills  and  water-mills  for  grinding 
fugar-canes,  or  any  other  mill  or 
machine  requiring  additional  velo¬ 
city  and  power.  Dated  October 
19. 

Tebaldo  Monzani,  of  Old  Bond 
Street,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
and  of  Cheapfide,  in  the  city  of 
London,  muftc-feller;  for  certain 
improvements  in  the  mufical-inftru- 
ment  called  the  German  flute. 
Dated  October  19. 

Edward  Shorter,  of  the  parifh 
of  St.  Giles,  Cripplegate,  in  the 
city  of  London,  mechanic  ;  for  cer¬ 
tain  improvements  in  the  machine 
or  inftrument,  called  or  known  by 
the  name  of  a  Jack  for  roafting 
meat.  Dated  October  21. 

Louis  Carou,  of  the  city  of 
Paris,  now  reflding  in  the  city  of 
London,  manufacturer  ;  for  certain 
new  methods  of  weaving  or  manu¬ 
facturing  hair  along  with  filk  or 
thread,  or  other  materials,  and  of 
making  the  fame  into  perukes  or 
wigs,  and  various  other  articles,  fo 
as  to  imitate  nature,  and  of  taking 
the  meafure  or  feCtion,  or  profile, 
of  the  head,  by  an  inftrument  ap¬ 
plicable  to  that  and  other  ufeful 
purposes.  Dated  October  21. 

William  Chapman,  of  the  town 


and  county  of  Newcaftle-upon- 
Tyne,  civil  engineer,  and  Edward 
Walton  Chapman,  of  the  fame 
place,  rope-maker;  fora  method  or 
methods  of  making  a  belt,  or  flat- 
band,  for  the  purpofe  of  drawing 
coals  and  other  minerals  up  the  , 
pits  or  fhafts  of  mines,  and  for  raif« 
ing  of  heavy  articles,  in  any  fitua- 
tion  whatever.  Dated  October  30. 

Henrv  Thompfon,  of  Totten- 
ham,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
merchant  ;  for  an  invention  which 
conftfts  in  the  impregnating  Chel¬ 
tenham  or  other  natural  medicinal^ 
waters,  or  fuch  as  are  ufually  de¬ 
nominated  “  mineral  wafers,” 
with  one  or  more  of  the  different 
gafes  or  aeriform  fluids,  and  in  add¬ 
ing  other  fubftances  to,  or  combin¬ 
ing  the  fame  with,  fuch  waters. 
Dated  Otftpber  30. 

George  Hawks,  of  Gatefhead, 

in  the  county  of  Durham,  iron- 
•» 

manufacturer  ;  for  a  method  of 
making,  and  likewife  of  keeping  in 
repair,  caft-iron  wheels  for  coal- 
waggons,  and  other  carriages, 
where  fuch  wheels  are  applicable. 
Dated  Odober  30. 

John  Dickinfon,  of  the  parifh  of 
St.  Martin  Ludgate,  in  the  city 
of  London,  ftationer  ;  for  making 
common  cartridge  paper,  manufac¬ 
tured  on  an  improved  principle. 
Dated  Nov.  1  2. 

Jofeph  Jewell,  of  Stratford,  in 
the  county  of  Eflex,  chemift  ;  for 
a  method  of  preparing  or  reducing 
to  an  impalpable  powder,  for  me¬ 
dicinal  ufe,  the  fubftanee  com¬ 
monly  called  or  known  by  the  name 
of  calomel,  whereby  the  procefs 
ufually  employed  of  levigating  the 
fame  is  rendered  unneceflary. 
Dated  Nov.  17. 

William  Lefter,  of  Paddington 
Green,  in  the  parifli  of  Padding¬ 
ton, 
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ton,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
engineer  ;  for  various  farther  im¬ 
provements  on  an  engine  or  ma¬ 
chine  for  feparating  corn,  feeds, 
and  pulfe  from  the  It  raw  and  chaff, 
and  for  which  faid  engine  or  ma¬ 
chine  the  faid  William  Lefler  ob¬ 
tained  his  majefty's  letters  patent, 
dated  January  1 6,  1809. 

Samuel  Roberts,  of  Sheffield,  in 
the  county  of  York,  fiver  plater  ; 
for  a  toaft-tray,  capable  of  being 
contradled  or  expanded  at  pleafure. 
Dated  Nov.  28. 

Thomas  Cobb  the  younger,  of 
Calthrop-houfe,  near  Banbury,  in 
the  county  of  Oxford,  paper-ma¬ 
ker  ;  for  certain  improvements  in 
the  art  of  making  paper  in  fepar- 
ate  (beets.  "Dated  December 

Jofeph  Man  ton,  of  Davies 
Street,  Berkeley-fquare,  London, 
gun-maker  ;  for  certain  improve¬ 
ments  in  time-keepers.  Dated 
December  £. 

John  Williams,  of  Cornhill,  in 
the  ciry  of  London,  ftationer  for 
a  new  mode  of  covering  and  in- 
clofing  all  kinds  of  carriages. 
Dated  December  9. 

Mark  Lavbourn,  of  Great  Drif- 

\  - 

held,  in  the  county  of  York,  me¬ 
chanic,  and  Richard  Milhourn,  of 
the  fame  place,  gentleman  ;  for  an 
improved  roving  machine  for  pre¬ 
paring  flax,  tQw,  and  wool,  for 
spinning.  Dated  December  9. 

Charles  Grant,  Vifcount  de 
Vaux,  of  Elizabeth  Street,  Hanf. 
fquare,  in  tire  parifk  of  Sr.  Luke 
Cheifea,  in  the  county  of  Middle¬ 
fex  ;  for  a  machine  which  will 
fhew  the  latitude  and  longitude  at 
fea,  ferving  alfo  for  weighing  any 
objeH,  for  meafuring  fpace,  or  the 
courfe  of  a  fhip  and  time  ;  (hewing 
and  keeping  account  upon  dials  and 
upon  cofmographical  columns. 


which  are  part  of  fuch  machine  ; 
and  alfo  fhewing  the  leeway  of  a 
fhip  ;  part  of  which  machine  may 
alfo  be  applied  to  other  ufeful 
purpofes.  Dated  December  9. 

James  Breck,  of  Newcatt ie.-un~ 
der-Lyne,  in  the  county  of  Staf¬ 
ford,  iron-monger  ;  for  a  new  me¬ 
thod  of  manufacturing  iron  flraps 
or  girdles  into  various  articles  as  n 
fubititute  for  thofe  now  compofed 
of  hemp.  Dated  December  16. 

George  Remington,  of  QueenW 
fqnare,  Bloomfbury,  in  the  county 
of  Middlefex,  cabinet-maker  •  for 
certain  improvements  on  tables  and 
couches.  Dated  December  16. 

John  Williams,  of  Cornhill,  in 
the  city  of  London,  llationer  ;  for 
a  method  of  preferring  the  equihT 
brium,  and  preventing  ail  kinds  of 
carriages  and  vehicles  overturning. 
Dated  December  19. 

William  Juniper,  of  the  parifh 
of  Sr.  Saviour,  Southwark,  in  the 
county  of  Surrey,  engine-maker; 
for  certain  improved  rolls  for 
punching  of  tier,  and  drawing- 
hoops  for  the  Bocks  of  wheels,  ahd 
a  legmen t  for  fweeping  and  fetting 
the  fame.  Dated  December  19, 

Samuel  Salter,  of  Watford,  in 
the  county  of  Herts,  Maltfler  ; 
for  an  apparatus  for  the  purpofe  of 
drying  malt,  hops  or  any  kind  of 
grain.  Dated  December  19. 

John  Leigh  Bradbury,  of  Navan, 
in  the  county  of  Meath,  in  that 
part  of  the  united  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  called 
Ireland  ;  for  a  method  of  (pinning 
cotton,  flax,  and  wool.  Dated 
December  24. 


Chine fc  Method  of  propagating  Fruit 
Trees  by  /lbfciffion,  Co/nmnni - 

cate  St 
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cated  to  the  Society  of  Arts>  &c. 

by  Dr.  Jama  Hove  Jon. 

( From  the  Tranfaciiom  of  that  S a- 
dety.J 

The  Chinefe,  in  place  of  rail¬ 
ing  fruit  trees  from  feeds  or  from 
grafts,  as  is  the  cuftom  in  Europe, 
have  adopted  the  following  method 
of  increaftng  them. 

They  felecl  a  tree  of  that  fpe- 
cies  which  they  wifh  to  propagate, 
and  fix  upon  l'tich  a  branch  as  will 
lea  ft  hurt  or  disfigure  the  tree  by 
its  removal. 

Round  this  branch,  and  as  near 
as  they  can  conveniently  to  its 
iun&ion  with  the  trunk,  they 
wind  a  rope,  made  of  draw,  be- 
fmeared  with  cow  dung,  until  a 
a  ball  is  formed,  five  or  fix  times 
the  diameter  of  the  branch.  This 
is  intended  as  a  bed  into  which  the 
young  roots  may  fhoot.  Having 
performed  this  part  of  the  opera¬ 
tion,  they  immediately  under  the 
ball  divide  the  bark  down  to  the 
wood,  for  nearly  two-thirds  of 
the  circumference  of  the  branch. 
A  cocoa-nut  (hell  or  fmall  pot  is 
then  hung  over  the  ball,  with 
a  hole  in  its  bottom,  fo  fmall  that 
water  put  therein  will  only  fall  in 
drops  ;  by  this  the  rope  is  con- 
ilantly  kept  moilf,  a  circumftance 
necefiary  to  the  eafy  admifiion  of 
the  young  roots,  and  to  the  fupply 
of  nourifhment  to  the  branch  trom 
this  new  channel. 

During  three  fucceeding  weeks, 
nothing  further  is  required,  except 
fupplying  the  veffels  with  water. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  period 
one-third  of  the  remaining  bark  is 
cut,  and  the  former  incifion  is  car¬ 
ried  confiderably  deeper  into  the 
wood,  as  by  this  time  it  is  ex¬ 


pended  that  forne  roots  have  firuek. 
into  the  rope,  and  are  giving  their 
afiiftance  in  fupport  of  the  branch. 

After  a  fimilar  period  the  fame 
operation  is  repeated,  and  in  about 
two  months  from  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  procefs,  the  roots  may 
generally  be  feen  interfering  each 
other  on  the  furface  of  the  ball, 
which  is  a  fign  that  they  are  fuffi- 
cicntly  advanced  to  admit  of  the 
reparation  of  the  branch  from  the 
tree.  This  is  heft  done  by  fa  wing 
it  ofr  at  the  incifion,  care  being 
taken  that  the  rope,  which  by 
this  time  is  nearly  rotten,  is  not 
fhaken  olF  by  the  motion.  The 
branch  is  then  planted  as  a  young 
tree. 

It  appears  probable,  that  to 
fucceed  with  this  operation  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  a  longer  period  would  be 
necefiary,  vegetation  being  much 

flower  in  Europe  than  in  India, 

*  .  * 

the  chief  field  of  my  experiments. 

I  am,  however,  of  opinion,  from 
fome  trials  which  I  have  lately 
made  on  cherry  trees,  that  an  ad¬ 
ditional  month  wmuld  be  adequate 
to  make  up  for  the  deficiency  ot 
climate. 

The  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  this  method  are,  that  a  fur¬ 
ther  growth  of  three  or  four  years 
is  fufScient,  when  the  branches  are 
of  any  confiderable  fiz,e,  to  bring 
them  to  their  full  bearing  Hate, 
whereas,  even  in  India,  eight  or 
ten  years  are  necefiary  with  moft 
kinds  of  fruit  trees,  if  raifed  fr©m 
the  feed. 

When  at  Prince  of  Wales’s 
Ifland,  I  had  an  opportunity  of 
feeing  this  piroved  by  experiment. 
Some  oranpe  trees  had  been  raifed 
by  a  gentleman,  from  feeds  fown  in 
1786,  which  had  not  borne  fruit 
in  1 795>  while  branches  taken  ofF 
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the  Chinefe  mode  in  1791,  had 
produced  two  plentiful  crops. 

Whether  roreft  trees  might  be 
propagated  in  Europe  in  the  fame 
manner,  I  have  not  had  experience 
fufficient  to  form  a  judgment  :  if 
it  fhould  be  found  practicable,  the 
advantages  from  it  would  be  great, 
as  the  infancy  of  trees  would,  by 
this  means,  be  done  away,  a  pe¬ 
riod  which,  from  the  flownefs  of 
their  growth,  and  the  accidents  to 
which  they  are  liable,  is  the  moft 
difcouraging  to  planters. 

The  adoption  of  this  method 
will,  at  all  events,  be  of  great 
ufe  in  multiplying  fuch  plants  as 
are  natives  of  warmer  climates,  the 
feeds  of  which  do  not  arrive  here 
at  fufficient  maturity  to  render 
them  prolific. 

I  have  frequently  remarked  that 
fuch  branches  of  fruit  trees  as  were 
under  the  operation  of  abfciffion, 
during  the  time  of  bearing,  were 
more  laden  with  fruit  than  any 
other  part  of  the  tree.  It  appear¬ 
ed  to  me  probable,  that  this  arofe 
from  a  plethora  or  fuinefs,  occa¬ 
sioned  by  the  communication  be¬ 
tween  the  trunk  and  branches, 
through  the  descending  veffels  be¬ 
ing  cut  off  by  the  divifion  of  the 
back,  while  that  by  the  ligneous 
circles  or  afcending  veffels,  being 
deeper  feated,  remains*.  The 
fame  reafoning  accounts  for  fruit 
trees  producing  a  greater  crop  than 
ufual,  on  being  dripped  of  their 
leaves,  mod  of  the  afcending  juices 
being  thrown  off  by  them  in  per- 


fpiratjon,  or  expended  in  their 
nourifhment,  for  we  find  that 
bleeding  trees  ceafe  to  give  out 
their  juices  after  they  have  put 
forth  their  leaves  + . 

I  have  obferved  that  the  roots 
from  a  branch  under  the  operation 
of  abfciffion,  were  uniformly  much 
longer  in  (hooting  into  the  rope 
when  the  tree  was  in  leaf,  than  the 
contrary,  hence,  the  fpring  feafon 
appears  moft  proper  for  performing 
that  operation. 

It  will  feeni  lingular  that  the 
Chinefe  entertain  the  fame  opinion 
that  Linnaeus  did,  rv-fpe tiling  the 
pith  of  trees  being  effential  to  the 
formation  of  the  feed.  By  cutting 
into  the  trunk  of  the  guava  tree 
before  it  has  produced,  and  making 
a  divifion  in  the  pith,  they  have 
obtained  fruit  without  feed. 


An  Fjfay  on  the  Cultivation  of  Pot  am 
toes.  By  the  Rev*  Edmund  Cart ~ 
vo  right. 

( From  the  Communications  to  the 
Board  of  Agriculture .J 

Potatoes,  though  they  have 
been  naturalized  to  this  climatefor 
nearly  two  hundred  years,  were 
not  confidered  as  ebjefts  of  field- 
culture  till  about  half  a  century 
aero  :  and  it  is  not  much  above 

O  * 

half  that  time  ft  nee  they  were  drft 
cultivated  with  any  other  view 
than  as  the  food  of  man. 

Their  primary  application  ought 


*  The  circumftances  attending  the  Chinefe  method  of  propagating  fruit  trees,  appear 
3  ftiong  confirmation  of  Mr.  Bonnet’s  opinion,  that  plants  as  well  as  animals  have  a  re¬ 
gular  circulation  of  their  fluids. 

t  Marfden,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Sumatra,  page  1 19,  fays,  “  The  natives,  when  they 
would  force  a  tree  that  is  backward  to  produce  fruit,  fbrip  it  of  its  leaves,  by  which 
means  the  nutritive  juices  are  reierved  lor  that  important  uie,  and  the  bloffoms  foots 
Alow  tbemfdyes  in  abundance. 

certainly 
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certainly  to  be  as  an  article  of 
human  fudenance,  and  yet,  unlefs 
they  can  be  produced  on  fuch  terms 
as  will  enable  the  grower  to  afford 
them  to  his  cattle  and  hogs,  when 
there  is  no  demand  for  them  in  the 
market,  he  will  not  venture  to  cul¬ 
tivate  them,  except  perhaps  for  the 
London  file,  on  fuch  a  fcale  as  will 
always  infure  a  regular  fupply. 

The  original  country  of  the  po*. 
tatoe  is  Brazil  ;  and  vet,  though 
coming  from  between  the  tropics, 
it  is  the  production  of  a  temperate 
climate,  being  a  native  of  the 
mountains,  at  fuch  an  altitude 
above  the  general  furface  of  the 
country  as  not  to  fuffer  by  too  hot 
or  too  cold  an  expofure.  Hence  it 
accommodates  itfelf  to  the  vicif- 
fitudes  of  an  Enghfh  atmofiphere 

O  ^  l 

with  nearly  the  facility  of  an  indi¬ 
genous  plant, 

J,  The  Method  of  raifeng  PotatQ.es 
from  feed. 

In  treating  of  this  invaluable 
efeulcnt,  I  fhall  begin  with  point¬ 
ing  out  the  method  of  raffing  it 
from  feed. 

It  is  ro  be  obferved,  that  the 
apple  of  the  po tatoe,  which  con¬ 
tains  the  feed,  rarely,  if  ever,  finds 
f efficient  heat  in  this  climate  to 
ripen.  The  apples,  therefore,  are 
to  be  gathered  with  their  fialks, 
and  hung  up  in  fome  warm  place, 
a  kitchen,  for  example,  or  other 
room  where  there  is  a  cundant  fire. 
In  the  courfe  of  the  winter  the  ap¬ 
ples  will  become  pulpy,  which  is 
an  indication  that  their  feeds  are 
ripe.  When  in  that  date  the  feeds 
are  to  be  fcparatcd  from  the  pulpy 
part,  either  by  vvafhing  or  other- 
wife.  When  feparated  they  are  to 
be  rubbed  dry.  Early  in  the  fpring 
they  are  to  be  fown  on  a  warm  dry 
border* 


As  it  will  be  feveral  weeks  be* 
fore  the  plants  make  their  appear¬ 
ance,  the  bed  wav  is  to  fow  the 
feed  in  pots  or  boxes,  which  in  bad. 
wreather  may  be  brought  under  co¬ 
ver,  or  fhelterpd. 

The  feed  is  fometimes  fown  in 
hot-beds,  but  I  do  not  recommend 
the  practice  ;  for  though  the  plants 
are  bv  that  method  brought  fome- 
what  earlier  to  maturity,  vet  are 
they  almoft  always  weak  and  fickKy. 
As  foon  as  the  plants  are  of  foffi- 
cient  drength,  which  will  be  about 
the  latter  end  of  May  or  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  June,  they  fhould  be  trans¬ 
planted  where  they  are  to  remain. 
In  doing  this,  care  fhould  be  taken 
to  feleCt  a  warm  frtuation,  and 
where  no  potatoes  hive  been  grown 
in  the  former  year,  for  fear  of  any 
roots  or  fragments  of  the  lad  year's 
crop  being  left  in  the  ground,  and 
mixing  with  the  new  varieties, 
which  it  is  the  objecf  of  this  pro» 
cefs  to  obtain. 

It  is  neceffary  to  fet  the  plants 
at  fuch  didances  from  each  other 
as  that  their  roots  flip  1 1  not  inter¬ 
fere,  which  on  the  firlt  appearance 
of  froft,  if  they  are  not  ripe  before, 
fhould  be  taken  up. 

It  will  be  fufficient  the  fird  year 
to  refer ve  only  a  fingle  potatoe 
from  each  plant ;  for  as  the  pota¬ 
toe  does  not  affume  its  permanent 
character  at  one  year  from  the  feed, 
no  judgment  can  be  formed  of  its 
future  qualities  in  that  dage. 

The  potatoes  thus  referved,  mud 
next  year  be  planted  out  at  fuch 
didances  as  that  their  produce  may 
be  kept  diftinCb. 

Great  attention  fhould  be  paid 
to  the  time  of  their  ripening,  as 
the  value  of  a  potatoe  is  greatly 
enhanced,  ceteris  parihts>  by  it$ 
coming  foon  to  maturity. 

In  the  Q^der  in  which  they  ripen, 

which 
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which  is  known  by  the  deadnefs  of 
the  hauln^  the  potatoes  ihould  be 
taken  up  and  examined.  Such  as 
have  peculiarly  good  qualities  to 
recommend  them  are,  of  courfe,  to 
be  preferred,  and  all  of  inferior 
quality  ihould  be  made  away  with, 
that  they  may  not  get  mixed  with 
better  forts. 

In  the  year  1804  ^  raifed  eighty- 
four  plants  from  feedlings  of  the 
preceding  year,  all  from  the  fame 
kind  of  potatoe.  The  produce  of 
foarcely  any  two  roots  were  alike, 
either  in  form,  colour,  iize,  or 
take.  Some  ripened  early  in  Au- 
guft  ;  others  were  not  ripe  even  - 
when  the  froft  fet  in;  fome  were 
very  prolific,  others  but  mode¬ 
rately  fo  ;  fome  were  fo  rank  and 
offenlive  to  the  palate  as  fcarcely 
to  be  eatable;  and  others  again 
(but  thefe  were  few  in  number, 
not  more  than  three  or  four)  were 
equal  to  the  belt  potatoes  now  in 
nfe.  One  of  them,  indeed,  was  of 
fo  fuperior  a  quality  that,  unlefs  it 
Ihould  degenerate  on  farther  culti¬ 
vation,  it  will  eclipfe  aim  old  every 
other  fpecies  hitherto  known. 

In  railing  potatoes  from  feed, 
even  though  no  new  varieties  were 
to  be  obtained,  there  will  be  found 
a  great  advantage  in  the  practice, 
from  the  potatoes  being  more  pro¬ 
lific  than  thofe  which  have  been 
raifed  repeatedly  through  a  long 
courfe  of  years  from  fets. 

II.  Choice  of  Sorts. 

1 1  has  been  recommended  to  thofe 
who  intend  railing  potatoes  for  the 
purpofe  of  feeding  animals,  to  cul¬ 
tivate  the  forts  which  are  mok 
prolific,  without  regard  to  their 
quality,  fuch  as  the  Howard,  or 
clh.ker  potatoe,  the  black  yam,  ox 
noble,  &c.  &c,  a  practice  which 


cannot  be  too  feveiely  reprobated, 
both  as  injurious  to  the  communi¬ 
ty,  and  as  not  being  mok  beneficial 
to  the  growers  tnemfelves. 

So  long  as  there  is  a  market  for 
potatoes  as  an  article  of  human 
food,  they  will  always  bear  a 
better  price  than  the  grower  can 
make  of  them,  by  giving  them  to 
animals.  And  even,  when  applied 
as  the  food  of  animals,  the  belt  fort* 
will  always  be  found  the  mok  pry- 
fitable,  as  containing  the  greateif 
quantity  of  nourifliment  in  a  given 
bulk. 

It  is  univerfally  allowed,  that 
the  mok  nutritious  part  of  this  ex¬ 
cellent  vegetable  is  the  farinaceous 
or  mealy  part,  and  that  the  leak 
nutritive,  or  rather  the  deleteri¬ 
ous  part,  is  the  aqueous.  Now  I 
find  by  analyfis,  that  a  dry  mealy 
potatoe,  fuch  as  is  ufualiy  consi¬ 
dered  of  a  good  kind,  yields  of  fa¬ 
rina  at  leak  twenty-five  per  cent a 
more  than  fuch  as  are  waxey  or 
livery.  The  vegeto-animai  matter 
alfo  is  more  abundant  in  the  one 
than  in  the  Other.  But  the  latter 
kind  is  not  only  inferior,  inas¬ 
much  as  it  contains  lefs  nutrimeor, 
but  as  it  contains  a  Superabundant 
(hare  of  that  which  is  deleterious, 
namely,  the  watery  part. 

It  fee  ms  almoi't  needlefs  to  men¬ 
tion,  that  the  juice  of  the  raw  po¬ 
tatoe  is  violently  purgative,  as  is 
well  known  to  every  one  who  has 
given  potatoes  in  large  quantities 
to  cattle  or  bogs,  without  a  libe¬ 
ral  allowance  of  dry  food.  Even 
when  boiled,  if  they  are  fuffered  to 
remain  in  the  water  after  it  begins 
to  cool,  they  will  reabforb  fo  much 
of  the  juices  they  had  parted  with 
as  to  render  them  much  too  laxa- 
tive,  if  given  in  large  quantities, 
to  be  wholsfomev 
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The  firft  quality  in  a  potatoe  is 
being  mild  and  farinaceous.  Some 
indeed  prefer  the  waxey  forts, 
but  as  they  bear  no  proportion  to 
thofe  who  have  a  contrary  tafte,  it 
would  never  anfwer  the  grower’s 
purpofe  to  cultivate  potatoes  for 
fuch  capricious  cuftomers.  A  po¬ 
tatoe,  to  be  worth  cultivating  as 
an  article  of  field  husbandry,  muff 
be  not  only  mild  and  farinaceous, 
but  alfo  prolific.  Another  pro. 
perty,  which  is  feldom  if  ever  ad¬ 
verted  to,  is,  that  it  fhould  not 
run  much  to  haulm  :  for  when  the 
haulm  is  difpofed  to  be  over  and 
above  luxuriant,  the  potatoes  ad¬ 
mit  not  of  being  planted  fo  clofe 
as  to  obtain  the  greateft  poffible 
crop  in  a  given  fpace,  the  difiance 
at  which  they  fhould  be  planted 
being  determined  by  the  luxuriance 
of  the  haulm,  rather  than  by  the 
produftivenefs  of  the  root.  An¬ 
other  quality,  and  that  not  an  un¬ 
important  one,  is,  that  they  fhould 
ripen  early.  In  this  la  ft  cireum- 
ftance  there  are  greater  advantages 
than  at  fir  ft  fight  may  appear  ; 
namely,  they  may  be  taken  up  at 
the  farmer’s  leifure  ;  by  coming  to 
maturity  at  an  early  period,  they 
are  ready  for  the  market  before 
there  is  a  glut ;  and,  if  they  are 
to  be  ftored,  the  days  being  long 
and  warm,  they  get  thoroughly 
dry  before  they  are  put  up,  and 
confequently  are  not  fo  apt  to  heat 
and  rot  as  when  taken  up  later  in 
the  feafon,  in  rainy  weather,  as  it 
may  happen,  or  in  fro  ft.  Add  to 
thefe  confiderations,  if  wheat  or 
winter-tares  are  to  follow,  there 
is  fufficient  time  to  get  the  ground 
ready  for  either  of  thofe  crops.  It 
may  be  expefted,  perhaps,  that  I 
fhould  point  out  the  particular 
forts  which  I  have  found  to  have 


united  in  them  the  principal  cha- 
rafters  here  enumerated.  But  any 
one  the  Ieaft  converfant  with  the 
fubjeft  mtift  know  that  to  attempt 
a  defeription,  which  could  be  in¬ 
telligible  beyond  a  limited  diftriftx 
would  be  nearly  impofiible,  the 
names  by  which  potatoes  are 
ufually  diftinguifhed  being  chiefly 
local.  The  forts  which  have  fuc- 
ceeded  beft  with  me  were  called,  by 
thofe  whom  I  had  them  from,  the 
Supreme,  a  moderate-fized  white 
potatoe;  the  early  red;  and  the 
white  American  hundred  eyes  ; 
names  which  they  are  probably 
known  by  only  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  where  they  were  originally 
raifed. 

The  two  former  kinds  have  no¬ 
thing  diferiminating  in  their  form 
or  external  appearance  to  diftiru 
guifh  them  from  the  common  round 
white  or  red  forts.  The  American 
hundred  eyes  is  readily  diftinguifh¬ 
ed  from  every  other  plant  of  its 
fpecies  that  I  have  yet  had  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  obferving.  It  is,  in 
general,  from  four  to  fix  or  feven 
inches  long,  cylindrical,  (lender, 
and,  as  its  name  imports,  full  of' 
eyes.  Thefe  are  from  twenty-five 
to  thirty  in  number,  and  rather 
deeply  indented.  But  the  moll 
ftriking  peculiarity  in  this  variety 
is,  that  the  eyes  do  not  break  out, 
as  in  other  forts,  apparently  at  ran¬ 
dom,  but  are  regularly  difpofed  in 
a  fpiral  direftion.  It  does  not 
ripen  quite  fo  early  as  might  be 
wifhed,  but  in  other  refpefts  it  has 
not  at  prefent  its  fuperior. 

III.  The  Soil  proper  for  Potatoes , 
and  its  P reparation. 

Though  potatoes  will  grow  on 
any  foil,  they  ought  not  to  be 

cultivated 


USEFUL  PROJECTS. 


cultivated  on  that  which  is  cold, 
ft  iff,  or  wet.  The  belt  foil  is  a 
rich  fand  or  a  light  loam.  Very 
good  crops ,  however,  may  be  ob¬ 
tained  even  from  poor  foils,  if  dry 
and  warm,  and  if  well  manured, 
and  kept  free  from  weeds,  no  crops 
making  more  ample  returns  lor 
manure  and  good  hufbandry  than 
potatoes. 

It  will  be  advifeable  to  give 
land  intended  for  potatoes  a  ridge- 
ploughing  before  winter,  provided 
it  be  not  a  light  fand.  In  the 
month  of  February  it  fnould  be 
again  ploughed  and  harrowed 
cfown,  and  in  that  ftate  ihould  re- 
main  till  the  middle  or  latter  end 
of  March,  by  which  time  the  feed 
weeds  will  begin  to  vegetate.  A 
flight  fprinkling  of  well-higefted 
dung  Ihould  be  equally  fpread  over 
the  field,  and  ploughed  in.  But, 
perhaps,  the  bell  preparation  for 
potatoes  is  a  crop  of  turnips  con- 
fumed  on  the  ground  :  in  that  cafe 
nothing  more  is  required  than  to 
give  a  fingle  ploughing,  followed 
by  a  liberal  ufe  of  the  harrows, 

IV.  Manuring, 

It  is  a  prevailing  cuftora  to  ma¬ 
nure  for  potatoes  with  long  litter, 
old  thatch,  and  even  Hubble, 
heath,  or  any  other  fubftance,  in 
Ihort,  which  will  keep  the  ground 
hollow,  under  the  idea  that  the 
young  tubers  of  the  potatoes  have 
by  fueh  means  more  room  to  fpread 
and  expand  themfelves. 

Where  the  foil  is  a  {lift*  untradl- 
able  clay  it  muft  be  confeffed  that 
fitch  manures  are  highly  expedient ; 
but  on  fuch  foils  potatoes  ought  not 
to  be  admitted,  as  both  in  quantity 
and  quality  they  will  always  be 
inferior  to  fuch  as  are  raSfcd  on  a 
different  foil* 
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The  manures  rnoft  proper  for 
potatoes,  when  cultivated  on  land 
which  fuits  them,  are  thole  which 
will  mix  and  unite  moft  readily 
with  the  foil.  I  know  of  no  ma¬ 
nures,  I  mean  thofe  of  an  animal 
or  vegetable  nature,  nor,  I  might 
add,  of  the  mineral  kingdom,  pro¬ 
vided  they  are  fuitable  to  the  foil* 
which  come  amifs  to  the  potatoe. 

The  moft  advantageous  way  of 
applying  manure  to  the  potatoe 
crop  is,  to  give  part  at  the  time  of 
planting,  and  the  remainder  as  a 
top  dreffing  immediately  before 
earthing  up.  Though  when  the 
land  is  m  tolerable  heart,  fo  as  to 
give  fufficient  vigour  in  the  fir  ft: 
ftages  of  germination,  and  till  the 
tubers  begin  to  form,  I  trull  folely 
to  the  top-dreiling,  which  is  ap¬ 
plied  with  peculiar  advantage  to  a 
potatoe  crop,  as  it  can  be  given  at 
the  precife  point  of  time  when  moll 
wanted,  and  immediately  ploughed 
in  ;  by  which  means  it  lofes  not  a 
particle  of  its  fertilizing  quality 
by  expofure  to  the  exhaling  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  atmofphere. 

Many  are  of  opinion,  that  the 
flavour  of  vegetables  is  influenced 
by  the  manures  which  are  made  ufe 
of  in  their  cultivation.  There  is 
reafon  to  doubt  this  opinion.  In 
the  year  1804  I  had  potatoes  ma¬ 
nured  for  with  chandler's  graves, 
with  foot,  and  with  malt-duft* 
Nothing  can  be  imagined  more 
offenfive  than  chandler's  graves 
when  in  a  ftate  of  putridity,  as 
they  mull  be  before  they  can  be 
abforbed  by  the  potatoe  plants; 
nothing  can  well  be  more  acrid  and 
bitter  than  foot  ;  nor  can  any  thing 
be  more  mild  and  inoffenlive  to  the 
palate  than  malt-dull,  which  is  the 
germ  of  barley  when  fprouted  for 
malting*  and  confifts  chiefly  of 

mucilage. 
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mucilage,  with  a  fmall  proportion 
of  {is  gar,  Yet  the  potatoes  pro¬ 
duced  by  tile  He  three  very  difeord- 
ant  manures  were  all  equally  good, 
and  in  tafie  and  flavour  ex-a&ly 
flmilar.  And  yet,  though  manures 
may  feem  to  have  no  influence  on 
the  fen  Able  qualities  of  this  veget¬ 
able,  foil  appears  to  have  a  great 
deal;  for  when  cultivated  on  fume 
deferiptions  of  foil  it  lofes,  as  it 

i  _ 

were,  in  every  refpebt  but  its  ex¬ 
ternal  form,  its  very  identity.  A 
potatoe,  which  in  one  foil  is  firm 
and  dry,  will  in  another  be  loft 
and  watery,  as  though  its  very  or¬ 
ganization  and  texture  had  under¬ 
gone  a  perfect  change. 

On  what  principle  this  is  to  be 
accounted  for  does  not  appear  ;  nor 
is  there  any  analogy,  within  the 
fph  ere  of  my  obfervation,  at  lea  ft, 
that  will  furnifh  a  folution  of  this 
difficult  problem  in  vegetable  eco¬ 
nomy.  The  general  flavour  of 
every  kind  of  fruit  or  vegetable, 
if  properly  cultivated  ©r  nor,  will 
be  the  fame  on  whatever  foil  it 
may  be  railed,  varying  only,  and 
that  perhaps  but  (lightly,  in  the 
degree  of  its  poignancy.  No 
change  of  foil  or  culture  can  dc- 
bafe  a  nonpareil  to  a  codiin,  nor 
communicate  to  a  codiin  the  flavour 
of  a  nonpareil,  but  under  every 
change  each  will  preferve  its  dis¬ 
tinctive  charader. 

V.  Method  of  Planting, 

A  very  common  way  of  planting 
potatoes  is  to  form  the  land  into 
ridges  from  two  to  three  feet  wide, 
which  are  filled  with  manure,  on 
which  the  fets  are  depoflted,  and 
then  covered  by  a  double- mould- 
board  plough.  Others  plant  them 
sport  the  level*  after  every  third* 


and  fometimes  fecond  turn  of  the 
plough.  In  both  theft  ways  there 
will  be  great  irregularity.  Be- 
fides,  as  the  planters,  who  are  ge¬ 
nerally  women  or  children,  have  to 
exert  their  judgment  as  they  go 
along,  Fcfpecfing  the  difiances  at 
which  the  fets  are  to  be  planted  in 
the  rows,  they  are  a  much  greater 
time  about  the  work  than  they 
would  be,  were  they  able  to  pro¬ 
ceed  without  puzzling  themfelves 

were  right, 
or  when  they  were  wrong. 

The  method  I  have  pradifed, 
and  which  from  experience  I  can 
recommend,  is  this :  the  land,  be¬ 
ing  previoufly  made  fine  by  the 
plough  and  the  harrow,  is  marked 
out  into  drills  nine  inches  afunder. 
The  implement  I  make  ufe  of  for 
this  purpofe  is  what  is  called 
Duckett’s  drill-marker  with  live 
(hares;  an  implement  too  welL 
known  to  require  a  defcriptionr 
The  drills  being  formed,  an  im¬ 
plement  confifting  of  a  pair  of 
wheels,  not  quite  twelve  inches  in 
diameter,  fixed  upon  an  axis  at 
nine  inches  apart,  and  having  on 
their  circumference  a  tooth  or  pro¬ 
jection  at  every  nine  inches,  and 
fo  placed  as  that  the  wheels  (half 
mark  alternately  as  drawn  along 
the  two  drills,  makes  an  indenture 
in  each  drill  at  every  nine  inches. 
It  then  mifles  one  drill*  and  re¬ 
turns.  When  I  do  not  ufe  Duck¬ 
ett’s  marker,  I  have  two  marking 
wheels,  which  occafionally  fit 
upon  the  axis  of  the  implement 
above  deferibed,  each  of  which  is 
fet  at  nine  inches  from  the  indent¬ 
ing  wheels.  Where  the  perfon 
who  manages  the  implement  returns 
to  the  right,  the  right  hand  wheel 
repeats  its  former  track  ;  when  to 
the  left,  the  left  hand  wheel.  In 

general. 
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general,  however,  I  prefer  mark¬ 
ing  out  the  land  by  Duckett's 
marker,  the  drills  by  that  inflru- 
ment  being  deeper  and  more  de¬ 
fined  than  by  the  indenting  imple¬ 
ment  alone. 

The  indentures  being  made,  the 
planter  then  follows  and  drops  in 
the  fets,  planting  both  drills  as  he 
goes  along.  In  chufing  the  fets, 
large  or  good  fized  potatoes  Ihould 
be  preferred,  and  only  one  eye  left 
in  each  fet. 

The  planting  being  flnifhed,  the 
field  is  run  over  with  a  bufh  or 
other  light  harrow,  and  then  rolled. 
As  foon  as  the  young  plants  are 
three  or  four  inches  high,  the 
ground  is  flat-hoed.  When  the 
plants  are  advanced  in  growth 
three  or  four  inches  more,  the 
whole  has  a  top-d refling  of  any  ma¬ 
nure  which  can  be  obtained  fuitable 
for  the  purpofe,  fuch  as  chandler’s 
graves,  foot,  malt-doft,  &c.  &c. 

The  next  operation  is  the  earth- 
ing  up,  which  immediately  fol¬ 
lows  the  top-drefling.  The  impfle* 
ment  I  make  ule  of  is  MfiDougal’s 
expanding  hoe,  which  1  have 
drawn  by  that  ufeful,  but  defpifed 
animal,  an  afs.  And  here  I  rauft 
obferve,  that  for  an  operation  of 
this  kind  both  the  afs  and  the  mule 
are  particularly  adapted,  not  only 
becaufe  their  feet  are  narrower  than 
a  horfe’s,  even  of  diminutive  flze, 
but  becaufe  in  their  walk  their  feet 
follow  each  other  in  a  line,  fo  that 
they  do  not  trample  down  the 
ridges,  as  horfes  are  apt  to  do,  as 
they  go  along. 

As  the  plants  ftand  alternately, 
the  earth  is  thrown  to  the  outflde 
row,  as  well  as  to  that  which  is 
neareft  to  the  hoe  ;  fo  that  every 


which  lays  the  land  into  twenty- 
feven  inch  ridges,  having  two  rows 
of  potatoes  on  each  ridge,  a  careful 
perfon  goes  over  the  whole  with  a 
hand-hoe  to  rectify  any  little  irre¬ 
gularity,  and  give  the  field  a  neat 
and  uniform  appearance.  After 
this  the  plants  have  no  more  hoe- 
ings,  as  I  hold  it  injurious,  when 
the  young  tubers  are  formed,  to 
diflurb  them.  It  is  cufionfary  to 
give  feveral  horfe-hoeings  to  pota¬ 
toes  in  the  courfe  of  the  fummer  ; 
and  when  the  rows  are  planted  at 
wide  intervals,  it  frequently  is 
neceflary,  were  it  for  no  other 
purpofe  than  to  keep  down  the  an¬ 
nual  weeds.  But  at  the  difiance 
which  I  recommend  them  to  he 
planted,  the  tops  foon  fpread  fo  as 
to  occupy  the  whole  ground,  and, 
fmother  what  weeds  might  attempt 
to  vegetate.  If  chance  weeds  ap¬ 
pear  amongfi  the  plants,  and  over¬ 
top  them,  they  are  cut  down  with 
a  knife.  Were  they  to  be  pulled 
up  by  the  roots,  there  would  be 
danger  of  laying  bare  the  young 
potatoes.  , 

I  am  aware  that  it  may  be 
thought  the  plants  are  too  crowd¬ 
ed,  by  having  two  rows  fo  near 
together,  with  fo  frnall  an  interval 
between  them  and  the  next  two 
rows  :  and  fo  indeed  it  would  be@ 
were  it  not  that  by  fetting  the 
plants  alternately,  each  .mow  can 
be  earthed  up  on  both  fides.  By 
planting  them  uniformly,  and,  as 
I  may  fay,  with  mathematical  ex- 
aftnefs,  the  greateft  poflible  num¬ 
ber  of  plaws  are  fet  in  a  given 
fpace,  withdit  lofs  of  ground,  and, 
what  is  equally  as  neceflary,  with¬ 
out  being  crowded. 

O 


In  this  mode  of  planting  there 
plant  gets  earthed  up  on  both  fides.  will  be  fomething  more  than  ten 

This  operation  being  performed,  plants  to  a  fquare  yard,  which  is 
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fome thing  lefs  than  a  fquare  foot 
for  each  plant, 

Suppofing  the  produce  of  each 
plant  to  weigh  only  twelve  ounces, 
the  produce  of  an  acre  will  be 
above  fix  teen  tons  !  But  I  have  no 
doubt,  if  the  potatoes  are  of  a 
prolific  kind,  and  well  managed, 
they  will  produce  at  the  diflance  I 
propofe,  at  lead  one  pound  at  each 
root  in  a  favourable  feafon.  It 
may  not,  perhaps,  be  improper  in 
this  place  to  obferve,  that  there  is 
a  circumftance  in  the  cultivation 
of  potatoes  which,  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  rookeries,  it  is  highly 
neceffary  to  guard  againft,  namely, 
the  depredations  of  the  rooks,  both 
at  the  time  of  planting,  and  when 
they  are  approaching  to  maturity, 
as  no  crop  is  more  frequently  in¬ 
jured  by  thefe  voracious  plunde¬ 
rers. 

VI,  Qn  the  Adwantape  of  tranf- 
planting  Potatoes , 

Potatoes  have  a  great  advantage 
©ver  moll  other  crops  in  the  lati¬ 
tude  they  admit  of  in  the  article  of 
planting  them.  From  the  middle 
of  February  till  the  beginning  of 
June,  a  period  of  nearly  four 
months,  the  farmer  may  chufe  the 
tinye  mofl  fuited  to  his  convenience 
for  putting  them  into  the  ground. 
But  this  is  not  all  ;  there  is  no 
plant  which  admits  of  being  trans¬ 
planted  with  greater  fuccefs. 

On  May  mh,  1S04,  I  planted 
iix  rows  of  the  American  hundred 
eyes.  On  the  7th  of  June  tlyee 
of  the  rows  were  taken  up  and 
tranfplanced.  The  tranfplanted 
rows  produced  3715:  lbs.  after  the 
rate  of  1  lb.  g  oz.  from  each  root. 
Thofe  which  were  not  removed 
produced  360  lbs.  after  the  rate  of 


1  lb.  8oz.  from  each  root.  Th& 
foil  in  each  inllance  was  the  fame. 
That  part  where  the  potatoes  were 
originally  planted  was  manured  at 
the  time  of  planting  ;  where  they 
were  tranfplanted,  a  top-dreffing 
only  was  given. 

On  the  4th  of  June  I  planted 
three  rows  of  a  fmallifn  round 
white  potatoe,  and  at  the  fame  time 
fome  of  the  fame  kind  were  plant¬ 
ed  in  a  nurfery  bed.  The  latter 
were  tranfplanted  the  if:  day  of 
July.  The  produce  not  inferior 
to  thofe  which  had  never  been  re¬ 
moved. 

On  the  8th  of  June  I  planted 
three  rows  of  the  early  Scotch 
kidney  (a  very  good  fort,  which 
Sir  John  Sinclair  procured  out  of 
Scotland  for  the  Board  of  Agricul¬ 
ture,  at  the  time  he  was  Prefident,) 
and  on  the  fame  day  fome  of  the 
fame  kind  we’re  planted  in  a  nur¬ 
fery  bed.  Thofe  in  the  nurfery 
bed  were  tranfplanted  on  the  nth 
of  July.  The  potatoes  which  were 
not  removed,  produced  a  fair  crop  ; 
the  tranfplanted  ones  were  very 
fmall.  They  ripened,  however, 
at  the  fame  time  when  the  others 
did.  I  attribute  their  failure  not 
fo  much  to  their  having  been  tranf¬ 
planted  at  a  late  feafon,  as  I  do  to 
the  operation  having  taken  place 
in  uncommonly  dry  weather.  And 
yet,  though  they  were  tranfplant¬ 
ed  under  every  difadvantage,  in  a* 
hot  dry  fand,  and  at  a  time  that 
was  both  preceded  and  followed  by 
great  drought,  not  two  plants  out 
of  the  whole  number  died.  The 
potatoe,  indeed,  is  a  plant  more 
tenacious  of  life,  if  poffible,  than 
couch-grafs.  I  have  no  doubt, 
had  the  feafon  been  favourable,  the 
crop  would  have  equalled  that 
which  had  not  been  tranfplanted. 

Pottu 
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Potatoes  may  alfo  be  propagated 
from  cuttings  of  the  haulm,  which 
very  freely  take  root,  efpecially  if 
the  feafon  be  favourable. 

When  thus  propagated,  the  fame 
room  fhould  be  allowed  as  in  any 
other  way  of  raifing  them  ;  for 
though  they  are  not  quite  fo  proli¬ 
fic  (at  leaft  I  do  not  find  them  fo) 
as  tranfplanted  plants,  yet  their 
tops  are  equally  as  luxuriant. 

My  experiments  on  tranfplant- 
ing  were  tried  on  apiece  of  ground 
which  had  produced  a  crop  of  win¬ 
ter  tares.  As  foon  as  the  potatoes 
were  off,  it  was  fown  with  winter 
tares  as  before ;  and  as  foon  as  the 
tares  are  mown  in  the  enfuing  fum- 
mer,  it  is  my  intention  to  fill  it 
with  tranfplanted  potatoe  plants 
again. 

This  pradlice,  befides  fuggefting 
hints  to  the  farmer,  may  furnifh 
valuable  information  to  the  fmall 
cottager.  It  will  teach  him,  that 
after  his  little  garden  has  produced 
him  a  crop  of  fpring  and  early 
fummer  vegetables,  he  may  obtain 
from  it,  by  being  provided  with  a 
nurfery  bed  of  potatoe  plants,  a  va¬ 
luable  flock  of  food  for  his  winter 
confumption. 

VI T.  Taking  up  and  Storing. 

In  taking  up  potatoes,  the  full 
thing  to  be  attended  to  is  to  clear, 
the  ground  of  the  haulm,  and  then 
to  gather  fuch  potatoes  as  appear 
on  the  furface.  Thefe,  though  of 
inferior  quality  to  the  reft  for  culi¬ 
nary  purpofes,  are  as  good  as  the 
bell  for  fets. 

Potatoes  are  taken  up  either  with 
the  fpade  or  fork,  or  elfe  with  the 
plough,  dire  one  mode  is  more 
expeditious,  though  in  fome  re- 
fpe&s  more  wafteful. 


When  taken  up  by  the  plough, 
fuppoling  they  are  planted  in  fingle 
rows,  a  common  fwing  plough  is 
the  heft  implement,  which,  when 
applied  to  this  purpofe,  fhould 
work  without  a  coulter.  When 
the  potatoes  are  planted  in  double 
rows,  as  is  recommended  in  this 
paper,  the  proper  initrument  is  the 
double  mould- board  plough,  drawn 
by  two  borfes,  the  horfes  going 
abreaft  with  the  ridge  between 
them,  which  the  double  mould- 
board  undermines.  In  performing 
this  work  it  fhould  commence  by 
undermining  only  every  other 
ridge.  The  produce  of  thefe 
being  cleared  away,  the  remaining 
ridges  are  then  to  be  proceeded 
upon  in  the  fame  manner. 

The  perfons  employed  to  gather 
the  crop  fhould  be  fupplied  with 
two,  if  not  three  bafkets,  for  the 
purpofe  of  fepa rating  thofe  of  prime 
and  middling  quality  from  the 
refufe. 

Previoully  to  their  being  ftored, 
they  fhould  be  fpread  abroad  for 
two  or  three  days,  that  they  may 
be  perfectly  dry  ;  left  when  they 
are  laid  by,  whether  in  a  pit  or 
elfewhere,  they  fnould  ferment  and 
be  fpoiled. 

Two  things  are  to  be  attended 
to  in  ftoring  potatoes,  namely, 
that  they  are  kept  dry,  and  that 
they  are  out  of  the  reach  of  froft. 
The  moft  common  way,  where 
they  are  raifed  in  large  quantities, 
is  to  put  them  into  what  are  called 
pies.  Thefe  are  trenches  from  five 
to  lix  feet  wide  (the  narrower  the 
better)  and  ufually  about  one  deep. 
Their  length  of  courfe  muft  be  de¬ 
termined  by  the  quantity  to  be 
ftored.  Thefe  trenches  are  to  be 
made  where  no  wet  can  drain  into 
them.  The  fides  being  lined  with 
*  I  i  2  ftravyj 
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draw,  the  potatoes  are  laid  in, 
and  ridged  up  about  two  feet  and 
a  half  or  three  feet  high,  like  the 
roof  of  a  houfe.  The  whole  is 
then  covered  with  dry  draw  at 
lead  a  foot  thick,  and  on  that  is 
laid  the  earth  which  came  out  of 
the  trench,  and  as  much  more  as 
may  be  neceffary  completely  to  ex¬ 
clude  the  frod. 

The  earth  is  carefully  to  be 
beaten  down,  and  laid  with  fucli  a 
declivity  as  that  the  rain  may  not 
foak  in. 

VIII.  On  the  Application  of  Pota¬ 
toes  as  Fond for  Animals. 

Much  has  been  faid  and  written 
on  the  bed  and  cheaped  mode  by 
which  potatoes  may  be  prepared 
as  food  for  animals.  Though  I 
differ  from  mod  writers  on  this 
fubjeft  in  fuppofmg  that  fimple 
boiling,  all  circumdances  cond- 
dered,  is  perhaps  as  cheap  a  way 
as  any  by  which  they  can  undergo 
a  culinary  procefs ;  yet  as  to  boil 
them  properly  requires  an  attention 
which  is  not  to  be  expe&ed  from 
common  farming  fervants,  I  fhould 
prefer  either  deaming,  roading 
upon  kilns,  or  baking.  By  any  of 
thefe  proceiTes  the  watery  particles 
are  diffipated,  without  the  chance 
or  poffibility  of  being  reabforbed, 
as  will  inevitably  be  the  cafe  in 
boil  ing,  unlefs  they  are  taken  out 
of  the  water  before  the  ebullition 
fublides. 

It  were  prefumption  to  fay  that 
where  potatoes  are  cultivated  upon 
a  great  fcale,  and  where  fuel  is  ex¬ 
ceedingly  cheap,  and  where  the 
expenfe  of  buildings,  apparatus, 
&c.  is  not  an  objed  (but  where  is 
it  not  an  object  ?)  potatoes  may 
not  be  cooked  to  advantage.  I 


am,  however,  decidedly  of  opi¬ 
nion  that  it  will  never  anfwer  the 
purpofe  of  farmers  iri  general  to 
adopt  the  pradice,  I  mean  beyond 
what  can  be  done  by  the  farmer's 
wife  (if  (he  will  condefcend  to 
fuch  employment)  or  dairy  maid, 
in  the  common  routine  of  bufinefs, 
without  interfering  with  their  re¬ 
gular  work  ;  and  this  could  only 
extend  to  a  few  hogs  in  the  dye. 

The  pradice  which  I  recommend 
is  to  give  them  raw,  and  in  mode¬ 
ration,  giving  at  the  fame  time  dry 
food,  particularly  fuch  as  will  mod 
powerfully  counterad  their  purga¬ 
tive  tendency. 

They  are  found  to  agree  with 
animals  of  all  kinds  bed  when  in  a 
growing  date;  for  when  they  be¬ 
gin  to  vegetate,  the  faccharine 
matter  is  developed,  and  the  juices 
undergo  a  decompofition,  which  in 
a  great  meafure,  if  not  altogether, 
difarms  them  of  their  deleterious 
quality. 

Let  a  calculation  be  made  of  the 
expenfe  of  fuel,  attendance,  build¬ 
ings,  apparatus,  See .  then  let  an 
equal  fum  be  expended  in  corn  and 
oil-cake  to  be  given  with  the  po¬ 
tatoes;  and  at  the  fame  time  let 
an  edimate  be  made  of  the  value  of 
the  increafed  quantity  and  quality 
of  the  dung  in  confequence  of  fuch 
addition  of  corn  or  cake.  When 
this  is  done,  fee  on  which  fide  will 
be  the  balance. 

The  mod  valuable  purpofe  to 
which  the  farmer  can  apply  his 
potatoes,  when  he  has  no  longer 
a  market  for  them,  is  to  give  them 
to  his  fheep  at  thofe  times  when 
they  are  prevented  by  frod  or 
f  now  from  getting  at  the  turnips. 
In  this  way  they  are  applied  with 
great  advantage.  Late  in  the 
feafon  alfo  they  are  an  admirable 
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refource  to  fly  to,  at  that  dillrefting 
period  when  the  winter  food  is 
confumed,  and  before  the  fpring 
grafs  has  made  its  appearance. 

Potatoes  are  particularly  fer- 
vicable  for  ewes  and  lambs.  To 
thefe  1  give  them  after  the  rate  of 
two,  three,  and  fometimes  four 
pounds  per  head  per  day.  But 
whether  they  are  given  to  ewes 
and  lambs,  fatting,  or  other  Iheep, 
negledt  not  to  fupply  the  flock 
with  plenty  of  dry  food  at  the  fame 
time. 

It  is  faid  that  in  Lancalhire, 
and  fome  other  parts,  it  has  of 
late  years  been  cuftomary  to  give 
potatoes  bruifed  or  ground,  mixed 
with  meal  of  fome  kind,  or  pol¬ 
lard,  to  cows  and  hogs.  I  here 
can  be  no  objedion  to  this  me¬ 
thod,  except  the  trouble  of  exe¬ 
cuting  it.  But  where  there  are 
proper  conveniences  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  I  fhould  prefer  it  to  any 
other  mode,  for  cows  efpecially,  as 
there  would  then  be  no  rifk  of  their 
being  choaked,  as  fometimes  hap¬ 
pens  when  potatoes  are  given  to 
them  whole. 

IX.  Di/eafes . 

The  only  difeafe  to  which  pota- 
toe  plants  are  particularly  fubjed 
is  what  is  called  the  curl.  Its  ap¬ 
pearance  and  effeds  are  too  well 
known  to  need  a  defcription. 
About  five  and  twenty  years  ago 
this  difeafe  was  alarmingly  exten- 
five  :  fince  then  it  feems  graoually 
to  have  abated.  Various  have 
been  the  opinions  concerning  it, 
but  none  which  carry  with  them 
complete  convidion.  The  opi¬ 
nion  which  I  lean  to  (and  I  only 
lean  to  it)  is,  that  the  difeafe  is 
hereditary  j  in  the  fame  fenfe,  I 
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mean,  as  certain  difeafes  are  here¬ 
ditary  in  certain  families,  which 
though  they  do  not  regularly  ap¬ 
pear  in  every  generation,  yet  are 
always  liable  to  break  out  on  the 
flighted:  agency  of  the  exciting 
caufe.  One  circumftance  which 
tends  to  favour  this  opinion  is, 
that  fome  forts,  the  ox-noble  for 
inllance,  were  never  infected  >  ith 
this  difeafe.  I  have  remarked 
that  the  fets  producing  curled 
plants  feldom  difiblve,  coming  up 
in  autumn  to  all  appearance  in  as 
perfect  Hate  as  when  firlt  depo- 
fited  in  the  ground. 

It  has  been  faid,  and,  if  I  mif- 
take  not,  I  once  proved  it  by  ex¬ 
periment,  (but  as  it  is  many  years 
fince,  and  as  I  took  no  memoran¬ 
dum  of  the  fact  at  the  time,  I  can¬ 
not  trull  to  the  accuracy  of  my  re¬ 
collection,)  that  a  potatoe,  which 
cuts  hard  or  woody,  will  infallably 
produce  curled  plants,  and  fuch  as 
yield  freely  to  the  knife,  may  be 
expeded  to  produce  healthy  ones. 

X.  General  Qbfer<vations. 

It  is  a  received  maxim  that  the 
fame  crop  ought  not  to  be  grown 
on  the  fame  land  for  a  fucceffion  of 
years,  under  the  idea,  I  fuppofe, 
that  to  bring  any  particular  vege¬ 
table  to  maturity  requires  a  fpe- 
cific  kind  of  nutriment,  of  which 
in  a  Ihort  time  the  foil  would  be 
exbaufted,  were  it  to  produce  the 
fame  fpecies  of  plant  annually. 
There  is  reafon  to  believe  that 
this  idea  is  erroneous.  I  mean  not, 
however,  to  fay  that  a  rot  tion  of 
crops  is  not  in  general  beneficial, 
and  in  moll  cafes  even  neceffary. 

A  rotation  of  crops  enables-  the 
farmer  to  repair  the  exiia  'llion  of 
one  crop,  which  is  reaped  and 
*  1  i  j  ri&c! 
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lied  off  the  ground,  by  the  inter- 
position  of  another,  which  being 
manured  for,  and  confumed  upon 
the  land,  brings  back  as  much  as 
the  preceding  One  had  taken  away. 
Befides  a  rotation  of  crops,  of  which, 
turnips  and  vegetables  of  that  tribe 
make  a  part,  gives  time  for  era¬ 
dicating  couch-grafs  and  other 
weeds,  which  will  unavoidably 
accumulate  amongft  every  kind  of 
grain  which  admits  not  of  garden 
culture.  Were  it  practicable  to  cul¬ 
tivate  even  wheat,  fo  as  that  the 
crop  could  be  produced  every  year 
perfectly  free  from  weeds,  the  fame 
grain  might  be  repeated  ad  infini¬ 
tum  by  the  affifiance  of  fufficient 
manure  to  make  good  the  animal 
exhauftion  of  the  foil. 

This  reafoning  is  confirmed  by 
the  practice  of  the  potatoe  farmers 
in  Yorkfhire.  In  Marfhland,  a 
diflriCt  in  that  country,  which  fup- 
plies  the  London  market  with  the 
greatefi  part  of  its  potatoes,  it  is 
cuftomary  to  plant  potatoes  in  the 
fame  field  for  twenty  years  in  fuc- 
ceffion,  manuring  for  them  every 
ether  year.  INo  complaints  are 
tirade,  that  the  crops  are  lefs  pro¬ 
ductive  now  than  they  were  for¬ 
merly,  or  that  the  potatoes  dege¬ 
nerate. 

It  may  not  be  improper,  how- 
''ever,  to  remark,  that  it  is  more 
than  probable  that  every  agricul¬ 
tural  plant  would  not  admit  of  be- 
ine  cultivated  in  the  fame  field  for 
a  feries  of  years  like  potatoes. 
Such  plants,  for  infiance,  as  are 
liable  to  be  infefied  by  particular 
infeCts,  ought  not  to  be  repeated 
too  often  in  tfie  fame  field  ;  as  the 
infedts  it  is  reafomable  to  conclude?, 
would  multiply  in  a  foil  which  re¬ 
gularly  fupplied  them  with  food; 
tin  it  is  a  natural  iuppofition  that 


where  the  infeCl  finds  its  food,  there 
it  will  depofit  its  eggs,  or  remain 
buried  in  the  ground  in  its  larva 
ftate  till  the  returning  feafon. 

Upon  this  principle,  perhaps,  we 
may  account  for  the  circumftance 
refpeCting  red  clover,  taken  notice 
of  in  many  parts  of  Suffolk  and 
Norfolk,  namely,  that  the  land,  as 
the  farmers  there  exprefs  them- 
felves,  is  grown  tired  of  it.  It  is 
not  improbable,  thatTome  infeCf, 
too  minute  for  general  obfervation, 
and  which  for  a  number  of  years 
has  been  increafing  in  the  foil,  may 
prey  upon  the  young  fibres  of  the 
root,  or  fome  other  delicate  part, 
fo  as  either  to  deftroy  the  plants, 
or  to  render  them  weak  and  fickly. 
Should  this  reafoning  be  conclufive 
when  applied  to  red  clover,  which 
is  never  repeated  oftener  than  once 
in  every  four  years,  it  mufi  appear 
ftill  more  conclufive  when  applied 
to  infed-feeding  plants  repeated  on 
the  fame  foil  every  year. 

It  is  generally  fuppofed  that  the 
colour  of  the  potatoe  bioffom  de¬ 
pends  upon  the  colour  of  the  pota¬ 
toe  ;  that  a  white  bioffom,  in  ftiort, 
is  a  certain  indication  that  the  po- 
tatoe  to  be  produced  will  be  white, 
and  that  the  purple  bioffom  as  in¬ 
fallibly  fhews  that  it  will  be  red. 
This,  however,  is  a  mifiaken  fup¬ 
pofition  ;  the  white  bioffom  inva¬ 
riably  indicating  that  the  potatoe 
which  produces  it  is  of  the  kidney 
kind;  the  bloffoms  of  the  red  be¬ 
ing  only  of  a  darker  hue.  There 
is,  1  believe,  no  inftance  of  a  true 
kidney -fhaped  potatoe  being  red. 

Having  in  a  preceding  part  of 
this  paper  fpoken  of  the  potatoe  as 
a  plant  remarkably  tenacious  of 
life,  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
mention  that  it  poffefles  alfo  a 
principle  of  vitality,  or  f^lf-ptopa- 

gation* 
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,gation,  which  few  perfons,  it  is  be- 
.lieved,  fufpeCl. 

In  looking  over  Tome  potatoes 
which  were  going  to  be  planted, 

I  obferved  on  feveral  of  them 
fmall  buds  breaking  out  where 
there  was  no  appearance  of  an  eye : 
thefe  I  cut  out  and  planted,  all  of 
which  grew  and  produced  pota¬ 
toes.  Willing  to  trace  tins  prin¬ 
ciple  of  vitality  and  felf-propaga- 
tion  to  its  fource,  I  took  a  certain 
number  of  potatoes,  which,  after 
paring  off  the  rind,  I  cut  into 
cubes  of  about  an  inch  fquare. 
Thefe  cubes  being  kept  in  a  dry 
place  for  a  day  or  two,  that  they 
might  heal  over,  were  planted  in 
the  fame  manure  as  common  cut¬ 
tings-  Of  thefe,  two-thirds  at 
leaft  produced  healthy  vigorous, 
plants,  and  came  to  maturity. 

How  is  this  phenomenon  to  be 
accounted  for  ?  Do  the  embryo 
plants  extend  themfelves  in  all  di¬ 
rections  from  the  eyes  through  the 
whole  parenchymatous  fubftance  of 
the  potatoe,  converting  it,  as  it 
were,  into  a  vegetable  polypus  ? 
There  is  nothing  obvious  .to  the 
eye,  at  lead,  which  leads  to  any 
fuch  hypothesis. 

Had  this  plant  and  its  properties 
been  known  to  the  .Egyptians, 
they  would,  probably,  have  confe- 
crated  it  to  their  principal  divi¬ 
nity,  not  only  on  account  of  its 
important  application  to  the  fufte- 
nance  of  human  life,  but  as  a  fym- 
bolical  in  (lance  of  the  myfterious 
obfeurity  of  nature  in  the  genera¬ 
tive  procefs,  to  which  their  my¬ 
thology  is  perpetually  allufive,  and 
as  an  emblem  of  fecundity. 

Potatoes,  for  domeflie  purpofes, 
are  beft  taken  frefh  out  of  the 
ground  as  they  are  wanted. 
Thofe  perfons,  therefore,  who  are 


particularly  curious  in  having  this, 
vegetable  in  its  higheft  ftate  of 
perfection,  fhould  have  them  taken 
up  only  as  they  are  called  for.  It 
feeras  needlefs  to  obferve  that  be¬ 
fore  winter  fets  in,  they  fhould  be 
carefully  covered  over  with  draw, 
or  any  other  protecting  fubftance, 
to  fecure  them  from  the  froft. 

It  may  not  be  arnifs  to  mention, 
that  potatoes  for  the  table  are  much 
improved  by  being  boiled  in  milk, 
efpecially  if  they  are  of  the  watery 
kind.  The  reafon  feems  to  be, 
that  milk  requiring  a  greater  de¬ 
gree  of  heat  to  bring  it  to  the 
boiling  point  than  the  watery  part 
of  the  potatoe,  the  watery  part  of 
the  potatoe  is  exalted  into  vapour 
and  expelled  before  the  milk  boils ; 
and  even  fhould  the  potatoe  remain 
in  the  vefiel,  which  it  ought  not 
to  do  after  the  ebullition  ceafes, 
it  would  abforb,  and  be  fa tu rated 
by  the  milk  only,  receiving  back 
none  of  its  own  juices,  as  it  would 
have  done  in  part,  had  it  been 
boiled  merely  in  water. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  unnecefiary 
to  obferve,  that  to  give  a  minute 
detail  of  all  the  various  modes  of 
cultivating  potatoes,  which  have 
been  adopted  in  different  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  makes  no  part  of 
the  bufinefs  of  this  effky.  Had 
fuch,  indeed,  been  my  objeCt,  I 
might  have  compiled  and  put  to¬ 
gether  nearly  as  many  volumes  as 
I  have  now  written  pages,  and 
(the  manual  labour  excepted)  with 
as  little  trouble.  But  fuch  an  oc¬ 
cupation  would  have  been  a  need¬ 
lefs  wafle  of  time,  a  mere  repetition 
of  what  has  been  repeatedly  com¬ 
municated  to  the  public  already. 
I  thought  it  fufficient,  therefore, 
to  deferibe  thofe  modes  and  opera¬ 
tions  which  have  had  the  pre- 
*Ii4  fere  nee. 
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ference  in  my  own  pra&ice :  fome 
of  which,  fo  far  at  leaft  as  I  have 
feen  or  heard,  are  peculiar  to  my- 
felf.  It  has  not,  however,  been 
from  any  affectation  of  Angularity 
that  I  have  in  any  initance  deviated 
from  eftablifhed  cuftoms  or  opi¬ 
nions.*  In  agriculture,  as  in  all 


other  arts,  thofe  pra&ices  only  are 
worth  adopting  which  have  utL 
lity  for  their  bafis.  Of  that, 
which  has  no  other  title  to  notice 
than  its  novelty,  it  is  a  {lender 
commendation  to  fay  that  it  h 
new. 
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“General  Remarks  on  the  Antiquities 
of  Ireland , 

( From  Sir  R.  C,  Hoare’s  Journal 
of  a  Tour  in  Ireland .J 

TTISTORICAL  order  requires, 
*•  that  we  fhould  firft  dired 
our  attention  to  thofe  objeds  which 
lay  claim  to  the  moil  remote  anti¬ 
quity.  Amongft  thefe,  the  rude 
pillars  and  cromlechs  ereded  by 
the  ancient  inhabitants  of  our 
((land,  (molt  probably  for  religious 
purpofes,)  bear  the  pre-eminence 
in  point  of  feniority  ;  of  the  fame 
date  are  many  of  the  tumuli  and 
carnedds  difperfed  over  the  face  of 
the  country  :  I  fay,  many ,  be- 
.caufe  fame  are  evidently  military 
works  of  a  much  more  modern 

conftrudion  of  Hone  tem¬ 
ples  and  cromlechs,  has  generally 
been  attributed  to  the  Druids, 
but  without  any  certainty  ofproof. 
The  former  confided  of  one  or 
more  circles  of  rude  (tones  fet  up¬ 
right,  furrounded  by  a  ditch  and 
rampart ;  the  former  being  dug  on 
the  infde  of  the  circle;  by  which 
peculiarity  they  are  diftinguithed 
from  military  works,  where  the 


period. 

The 


ditches  are  ufually  dug  on  the  out-, 
fde ,  as  a  guard  againrt  the  enemy. 
A  fine  example  of  this  diftinguirtu 
ing  charader  of  the  religious  and 
military  earthen  works,  may  be 
feen  at  Abury  in  Wilt(hire,  clofe 
to  the  great  road,  between  Marl¬ 
borough  and  Devizes,  and  near  the 
village  of  Beckhampton. 

In  the  grand  and  well  ureferved 
temple,  called  Stonehenge,  we  fee 
a  work  of  greater  art,  and  confe- 
quently  of  a  much  later  sera,  yet 
(till  beyond  the  reach  of  hiftory. 
In  the  conftrudion  of  this  building 
[whole  ground  plan  reprefents  two 
ovals  within  two  circles,  furround¬ 
ed  by  a  (light  ditch]  a  greater  (kill 
and  knowledge  of  mafonry  are  dis¬ 
played  :  the  upright  (tones  have  an 
import  upon  them,  conneded  by  a 
mortife  and  tenon ;  and  the  whole 
bear  the  marks  of  the  chififel; 
whereas  in  the  more  ancient  tem¬ 
ple  at  x4bury,  the  upright  ftones 
have  no  imports,  and  are  put  up  in 
the  fame  rude  (late  they  were 
drawn  from  their  native  quarry. 

I  have  every  reafon  ro  fuppofe, 
that  one  of  thefe  itone  temples  ex- 
ifted  formerly  on  the  Curragh  of 
Kildare:  the  elevated  (ituation, 
and  the  nature  of  the  foil  of  that 

plain. 
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plain,  admirably  fuited  both  the 
inclinations  and  habits  of  the  Bri¬ 
tons.;  and  when  I  perceive  the  tu¬ 
muli  of  their  dead,  can  I  doubt  of 
their  prior  exigence  on  that  favour¬ 
ed  fpot  ?  Nor  fhould  tradition, 
however  apparently  enveloped  in 
the  thick  veil  of  fi«Hion  and  ro¬ 
mance,  be  totally  unheeded;  for 
the  fun  will  oftentimes  fuddenly 
bnrft  forth  through  the  mill,  and 
by  its  enlightening  rays,  difpel  the 
darknefs  that  before  prevailed. 
From  ancient  tradition  we  learn, 
that  a  Hone  temple  once  exifted  on 
the  Curragh  of  Kildare,  and  was 
called  the  Circle  of  the  Giants, 
hccaufe  they  brought  it  from  the 
furtheft  part  of  Africa  into  Ire¬ 
land,  from  whence  the  Britifh 
King,  Ambrofius,  by  the  afiiHance 
g£ Merlin  the  magician,  transplant¬ 
ed  it  to  the  plains  of  Wiltfhire, 
and  placed  it  on  a  fpot  where  the 
Temple  of  Stonehenge  now  Hands  * . 

From  which  tradition  I  fhould 
draw  the  following  inference  ; 
Homely,  that  a  Hone  temple  exift¬ 
ed  m  ancient  times  on  the  Curragh 
of  Kildare,  and  that  by  the  defire 
of  King  Ambrofius,  one  Merlin 
went  into  Ireland,  and  brought 
back  with  him  a  plan  of  that  tem¬ 
ple,  from  which  the  one  of  Stone¬ 
henge  was  afterwards  erected. 

By  tbefe  means  only  can  I  inter¬ 
pret  this,  tradition  ;  for  the  remo¬ 
val  offuch  Hones,  is  evidently  im- 
poiiVble  ;  and  we  fortunately  can 
bring  evidence  to  prove  from 
whence  they  were  conveyed  to 
Stonehenge.  Nor  will  I  confent 
to  give  this  Hupendous  temple. 


■which  adorns  my  native  county,  fa 
recent  a  date  as  the  period  in 
which  the  Britifh  King  Aurelius 
Ambrofius  fiourifhed  f. 

Next  to  the  ftone  temples  comes 
that  fpecies  of  monument  called 
Cromlech,  derived  from  the  Bri¬ 
tifh  words  cr<wm ,  or  cram,  bend¬ 
ing  ;  and  llech ,  a  Hone  that  is  Hat, 
or  bends  downwards.  Their  ori¬ 
ginal  dellination  has  not  yet  been 
clearly  afeertained  ;  fome  antiqua¬ 
ries  having  fuppofed  them  to  have 
ferved  as  altars  for  facrifice;  and 
others  to  ha\*e  been  eredted  as  fe- 
pulchral  memorials. 

Of  thefe  feveral  are  difperfed 
through  Ireland;  fome  few  of 
which  I  have  had  occafion  to  men¬ 
tion  during  my  tour ;  and  many 
others  have  been  deferibed  by  Mr. 
Wright,  in  his  Louthiana,  and  in 
the  lately  publifhed  StatiHical 
Surveys. 

Though  the  fubterraneous  tem¬ 
ple  cannot  be  faid  to  be  exclufively 
peculiar  to  this  country,  yet  the 
SiHer  Kingdom  cannot  boafi  of  any 
one  either  fo  large,  or  in  fuch  per¬ 
fect  prefervation,  as  the  one  at 
New  Grainge,  near  Slane,  which 
I  have  deferibed  in  my  journal ; 
and  which  is  one  of  the  moH  cu¬ 
rious  monuments  of  antiquity  re¬ 
maining  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  Kingdom. 

Coeval  with  the  Stone  Temple 
and  the  Cromlech,  are  the  Car- 
nedds  and  the  Tumulus,  or  Bar- 
row  ;  the  former  fignifying  in  the 
Britifh  language,  a  heap  of  Hones  ; 
the  latter,  in  the  Latin  tongue,  a 
heap,  or  mound  ;  the  former  piled 


*  Giraldus  Cnmbrenfis,  Topographia  Hibernia*.  Chap.  xix.  lib.  2. 

•f  Aurelius  Ambrofius,  reigned  over  Britain  in  the  fifth  century,  and  according  to  vfte 
Vtdorian  Crefi’y,  was  poiibned  by  the  treachery  of  one  Pafcentius*  in  tfte  year  497,  after 
a  reign  of  thirty-one  years. 
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up  with  ilone,  the  latter  with  earth ; 
each  material  being  ufed  indifcri- 
minately,  according  to  the  nature 
of  the  foil  furrounding  the  place 
defined  for  the  fepulchral  memo¬ 
rial.  Thus,  in  the  extenfive  plains 
ofWiltfhire  and  Dorfetlhire,  we 
fee  the  Tumulus  formed  in  the 
xnoft  correct  and  beautiful  manner, 
of  the  fine  turf  with  which  the 
chalky  downs  are  covered ;  whilft 
on  the  ruder  mountains  of  Wales 
and  Ireland,  we  fee  the  Carnedd 
Hill  following  the  fhape  of  the 
Tumulus,  though  differing  in  the 
materials  of  its  conftru&ion. 

Specimens  of  each  occurred  to 
me  during  my  tour  ;  and  I  much 
regretted  that  I  had  not  leifure  to 
examine  fome  of  their  contents  : 
from  the  ancient  relics  found  in 
them,  and  dcpofited  in  the  Mufeum 
at  Dublin,  I  do  not  hefitate  to 
pronounce  them  the  places  of  in¬ 
terment  of  the  moft  ancient  inha¬ 
bitants  of  our  illand.  Whether 
Celtic  or  Belgic,  I  know  not,  hut 
the  refemblance  of  the  urns,  ftone. 
hatchets,  flint  arrow  heads,  brafs 
fpears,  &c.  found  under  the  Irifh 
tumuli,  with  thofe  I  have  feen 
dug  up  in  Wiltfhire,  evidently 
proves  tliefe  articles  to  have  been 
depoftted  about  the  fame  aera,  and 
by  a  people  preferving  the  fame 
habits  and  rites  of  burial.  The 
defcription  of  a  moil;  curious  Carn, 
difcovered  in  the  county  of  Down, 
may  be  feen  in  Vallancey’s  Col¬ 
lectanea,  vol.  vi.  p.  290. 

Oratories y  Chapels ,  and  Round 
Towers. — At  the  time  when  Chrif- 
tianity  was  introduced  into  this 
iiland,  the  cell  of  the  holy  man 
partook  of  the  humility  of  his  own 
difpofition.  A  cavern  fheltered 


him  from  the  feverity  0/  the  florin ; 
a  flat  ftone  ferved  him  for  a  bed  ; 
the  roots  of  the  earth,  and  the 
limpid  fpring,  for  food.  The 
fanCtity  of  his  life  and  conduct, 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  faith¬ 
ful,  and  by  their  zeal,  an  humble 
chapel  of  devotion  was  erected  near 
the  hermit’s  cell. 

Gf  thefe  we  find  fome  very  fin- 
gular  examples  in  Ireland:  one  of 
which  I  have  mentioned,  in  a  per¬ 
fect  ftate  at  Killaloe,  and  the  frag¬ 
ment  of  another  on  Devenifh 
Ifland.  Their  conftruttion  was 
very  fimple,  and  entirely  of  ftone  ; 
the  roof  being  drawn  up  to  a  point 
in  the  form  of  a  wedge;  the  arches 
round,  and  the  architecture  plain 
and  unornamented:  the  Saxon  de¬ 
corations  employed  on  Cormac’s 
Chapel,  at  Cafhel,  prove  that  build* 
ing  to  be  of  a  later  date,  though 
the  ftone  roof  is  ftill  made  uf© 
of*. 

Round  Towers.'-— 1  am  jnclined 
to  think,  that  thefe  lingular  build¬ 
ings  were  erefted  about  the  fame 
time  as  the  ftone-roofed  chapels, 
and  that  they  were  the  work  of  the 
Irifh. 

Giraldus  Cambrenfis,  who  wrote 
his  account  of  Ireland  in  the  year 
1  185,  diftinguifhes  them  as  towers 
belonging  to  churches  built  after 
the  manner  of  the  country.-  (<  Tur¬ 
ret  ecclefiaflica  qua,  more  patriot 
arcta  funt  et  altay  necnon  h  ro¬ 
tunda.”  The  opinions  about  their 
original  deftination,  have  been  as 
varied  as  they  have  been  difcord- 
ant. 

John  Lynch,  an  Irifh  writer, 
calls  them  clochteachy  or  the  houfe 
of  the  bell,  and  attributes  their 
conftrudion  to  the  Danes. 


*  Cormac,  fon  of  Culinan,  King  of  Mu  after,  and  Archbifhop  of  Cafhel,  lived  in  the 
beginning  of  the  tenth  century. 

Peter 
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Peter  Walfh  fuppofes  them  to 
have  been  eredted  firft  by  the 
Danes,  as  watch-towers  again  ft 
the  natives'®4,  and  appropriated  af¬ 
terwards  to  holy  ufes,  as  fteeple- 
houfes  and  belfries  :  they  are  alfo 
attributed  by  Dr.  Molineux  to  the 
Danes. 

Mr.  Harris  thinks,  that  (like 
the  pillars  in  the  eafi)  they  may 
have  been  eretfted  for  the  reception 
of  Anachorite  Monks  ;  and  fays, 
that  according  to  tradition,  an 
Anachorite  lived  at  the  top  of  one 
of  thefe  Round  Towers  at  Druro- 
lahan  in  the  County  of  Cavan, 
which  retained  the  name  of  Cloch . 
An£Qher  or  the  ft  one  of  the  An¬ 
chorite. 

Dr.  Smith,  in  his  Hiftorv  of 
Cork,  quotes  an  Iriih  manufcript, 
in  which  the  ufe  of  thefe  buildings 
is  fa  id  to  have  been  to  imprifon 
penitents,  and  that  they  were  calk 
ed  (t  hieluforia ,  or  ardi  inclufom 
ergeftula,”  the  prifons  of  narrow 
jnclofure.  The  MS.  adds,  that 
the  penitents  were  at  firft  placed 
On  the  top  of  the  tower,  when 
having  made  a  probation  of  a  par¬ 
ticular  number  of  days,  according 
to  their  crimes,  they  were  allowed 
to  defcend  to  the  next  floor,  and 
fo  on,  till  they  came  to  the  door, 
which  always  faced  the  entrance 
of  the  church,  where  they  flood, 
and  received  the  abfolution  of  the 
clergy,  and  the  bieflings  of  the 
people.  The  fame  author  further 
adds,  that  in  a  MS.  containing 
feme  annals  of  Munfter,  mention 
is  made  of  the  building  the  tower 
of  Kineth,  [in  the  county  of  Cork] 
about  the  year  1015,  foon  after 


the  celebrated  battle  fought  be, 
tween  the  Irifh  and  Danes  at  Cion- 
tarf  near  Dublin.  The  fame  au¬ 
thor  obferves,  in  his  Hiftory  of 
Waterford,  “  that  the  Round 
Tower  at  Ardmore,  had  been  evi¬ 
dently  ufed  as  a  belfry,  as  a  part 
of  the  oak  beam  remained  from 
which  the  bell  was  fufpended  ;  and 
that  two  channels  were  cut  in  the 
cill  of  the  door,  where  the  rope 
came  out ;  and  thus  the  bell  was 
founded  by  the  ringer,  who  flood 
below  on  the  outfide  of  the  door¬ 
way 

In  the  firft  volume  of  the  Eng- 
liih  Archaeologia,  is  a  diiTertation, 
(with  a  view)  on  the  Round 
Tower  of  Ardmore,  by  Peter 
Coilinfon,  which  is  little  more 
than  a  repetition  of  the  remarks 
made  by  Dr.  Smith.  This  paper 
is  anfwered  in  the  fecond  volume  of 
the  fame  work,  by  Owen  Saluf- 
bury  Brereton,  Efq.  who  fays, 
“  When  I  lately  made  the  tour  of 
the  fouth-weft  parts  of  Ireland,  I 
faw  feveral  of  thefe  buildings,  call¬ 
ed  ufually  Penitential  Towers;  not 
one  of  them  had  either  belting  or 
girting,  nor  the  leaft  fign  of  their 
having  been  any  rcom  in  them,  till 
within  ten  feet  of  the  top :  that 
room  had  windows,  exactly  facing 
the  cardinal  points  ;  from  thence, 
downward  to  the  entrance,  which 
is  about  fifteen  feet  from  the  furface 
of  the  ground,  only  a  few  flits 
were  cut,  juft  to  give  light  to  per- 
fons  going  up  and  down  flairs. ** 
This  author  thinks  them  to  be  of 
Irifti  conftruffion,  but  prior  to  the 
ufe  of  bells  f. 

There  is  another  diiTertation  on 

thefe 


*  The  low  fituation  in  which  feveral  of  thefe  towers  are  placed,  militates  ftrongly 
againth  this  fuppofttion. 

i  This  afiertion  refpefting  there  haying  been  no  rooms  in  the  round  towers,  till 

within 
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thefe  buildings,  by  the  Rev.  Tho¬ 
mas  Harmer,  in  the  ninth  volume 
of  the  Archseologia,  in  which  he 
quotes  the  defeription  given  by  a 
modern  Greek  writer,  of  a  fquare 
tower  in  the  Holy  Land,  which 
was  appropriated  to  the  fame  pur¬ 
poses,  as  thofe  in  Ireland  are  fup- 
pofed  (by  fome  authors)  to  have 
been.  t(  On  the  outfide  of  the 
walls,  and  on  the  weft  (of  the  mo- 
naftery),  is  a  fquare  tower  of  three 
flories,  and  twelve  yards  in  dia¬ 
meter,  in  which  two  or  three  her¬ 
mits  Unit  themfelves,  who  live  in 
a  very  auftere  manner.  On  the 
upper  ftory  is  a  bell,  which,  when¬ 
ever  any  vifitors  come  from  Jeru- 
falem,  is  rung  to  give  notice  to  the 
door-keeper  of  the  convent  for  their 
Teception.  The  entrance  into  it  is 
by  a  ftone  ftaircafe  of  fourteen 
ileps,  and  is  diftant  from  the  walls 
of  the  tower  about  twelve  feet. 
On  the  top  of  the  ftaircafe  is  a 
draw-bridge,  which  communicates 
with  the  door  of  the  tower,  to 
which  chains  are  fixed  on  each 
fide,  and  it  is  hoifted  up  from  the 
iniide  of  the  door,  and  never  let 
down  except  neceffity  requires.’’ 

Whilft  fome  authors  have  attri¬ 
buted  thefe  buildings  to  the  Irifh, 
and  others  to  the  Pids  and  Danes, 
a  learned  antiquary,  now  living, 
General  Vallancey,  has  fought  out 
for  them  a  lull  more  remote  origin. 
He  fuppofes  them  to  have  been 
ereded  by  the  Old  Irifh,  or  Aire- 
Cotti,  the  primitive  inhabitants  of 


Britain,  and  the  weftern  ifles,  who, 
after  the  religion  of  the  Brahmins, 
worfhipped  fire*  ;  and  mentions  a 
paffage  in  Manway’s  Travels,  vol.i. 
p.  292.  in  which  firailar  buildings-, 
appropriated  to  the  fame  religious 
purpofes,  are  defended :  Sari 

was  built  by  the  ancient  Pqrfians; 
there  are  yet  there  four  temples  of 
the  Gebres,  or  worfhlppers  of  fire, 
who  formerly  inhabited  all  this 
coaft.  Thefe  edifices  are  rotund, 
about  thirty  feet  in  diameter,  and 
raifed  to  a  point  near  one  hundred 
and  twenty  feet.”  After  fuggeft- 
ing,  that  they  were  originally 
ereded  by  the  worfhippers  of  fire, 
he  thus  concludes :  i(  That  thefe 
towers  were  ufed  as  belfries,  there 
can  be  no  doubt,  and  why  they 
fhoidd  not  have  been  fo  ufed  before 
Chriftianity  was  introduced,  I 
know  no  reafon.  The  fame  caufe 
exifted,  namely,  that  of  affembling 
the  people  to  devotion.  The 
'Egyptians  had  bells,  and  the  Irifh 
ceoly  ( keol )  a  bell,  .and  its  dimi¬ 
nutive  keblan,  a  little  bell,  was 
certainly  derived  from  the  Egyp¬ 
tian  kel,  a  bell  T- 

On  comparing  and  confidering 
the  various  accounts  which  have 
been  drawn  up  by  fo  many  able 
and  intelligent  antiquaries,  I  am 
inclined  to  favour  the  opinion  of 
Dr.  Smith,  which  is  ftrongly 
grounded  upon  the  tradition  of  an 
ancient  Irifh  manufeript. 

The  figure  of  our  Saviour  on  the 
crofs,  which  is  fculptured  over  the 


within  ten  feet  of  the  top,  does  not  hold  good  with  refpeft  to  the  generality  of  thefe 
buildings  5  for  in  almoft  every  one  that  fell  under  my  own  infpeftion,  I  obferved  the 
marks  of  diftinft  ftories  and  flooring  :  and  the  windows,  though  narrow,  were  decidedly 
fuch,  and  one  was  appropriated  to  every  ftory,  except  the  upper  one,  which  had 
four. 

*  The  pyramidal  flame  feems  to  have  given  the  idea  of  the  Round  Towers,  which 
were  jonical,  and  ended  in  a  point  at  top,  both  in  Ilindoftan  and  in  Ireland. 

Vallancey,  vol,  yi.  p.  123. 

t  Vallancey  Colleftanoa,  vol.  yi.  p, 

key 
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key  done  of  the  doorway  to  the 
Round  Tower  at  Donaghmore, 
will  at  once  overturn  the  ingenious 
fydem  of  General  Vallancey,  and 
prove  tkefe  buildings  to  have  been 
of  Chriftian,  not  of  Pagan,  origin. 
The  fame  religious  emblem  is  alfo 
fculptured  on  the  arch  of  a  Round 
Tower  at  Brechin,  in  Scotland. 

Thefe  towers  differ  in  their  re- 
fpe&ive  heights  and  dimendons,  as 
well  as  in  the  number  of  their 
floors,  and  in  the  height  of  the 
door  from  the  ground*.  They 
vary  alfo  in  their  diflances  from 
the  church,  but  mod  ufually  bear 
a  north- weftern  podtion.  They 
were  divided  into  different  dories, 
of  which  I  faw  evident  marks  in 
the  projecting  donework,  left  for 
the  fupport  of  the  floor.  Each  of 
thefe  floors  had  one  window  to 
light  it  ;  and  the  upper  room  had 
invariably  four.  I  am  inclined  to 
think,  that  one  and  the  fame  plan 
was  followed  in  drawing  up  the 
roof  into  the  drape  of  a  cone  ;  and 
that  the  battlements,  with  which 
we  fee  fome  of  them  crowned,  were 
a  more  modern  addition  after  the 
decay  of  the  original  done  roof. 
Their  architecture  was  Ample,  and 
the  mafcnry  very  good ;  they 
fprung  (frequently,  but  not  al¬ 
ways)  from  a  proje&ing  plinth, 
which  ferved  as  a  bafe,  and  dimi- 
jiidied  gradually  from  the  bottom 
to  the  top.  In  one  only  of  thefe 
towers  have  I  obferved  any  fculp¬ 
tured  decorations,  namely,  on  that 
in  Devenidt  I  Hand,  on  Lough  Erne, 
where  a  rich  cornice  encircles  the 
done  roof,  and  the  centre  of  each 
of  the  four  upper  windows,  is  or¬ 
namented  with  a  human  head. 


If  I  am  allowed  to  hazard  a  con¬ 
jecture  about  thefe  Angular  build¬ 
ings,  I  fhould  fuppofe  them  to 
have  been  ereCted  about  the  ninth 
century,  and  nearly  at  the  fame 
time  with  the  done-roofed  chapels, 
at  which  period  Ireland  abounded 
with  holy  men,  and  was  much  re- 
forted  to  as  a  feminary  for  learning 
and  religion.  The  chapel  at  Ca- 
fliel  mud  have  been  ereCted  either 
at  the  end  of  the  ninth,  or  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  tenth  century,  as 
Cormac,  its  founder,  was  dain  in 
battle  A.  D.  90S;  but  as  -this 
building  is  richly  decorated  with 
fculpture,  and  built  in  a  very  fu- 
perior  dyle  of  architecture,  we 
cannot  confld.er  it  as  one  of  the  ear- 
lied  fpecimens  of  this  kind  of  druc- 
ture. 

I  think  alfo  we  may  fafely  give 
the  credit  of  their  condruCtion  to 
the  native  Irifh  :  that  they  were 
very  numerous  in  former  days,  the 
modern  furvivors  will  amply  tefti- 
fy  ;  and  that  they  were  built  after 
the  ufual  method  and  plan  of  the 
country,  (more  patrio )  and  had  a 
connexion  with  the  adjoining 
churches,  being  called  “  turret  ec- 
clejiafticse,”  the  paffage  before 
cited  from  Giraldus,  will  fufficient- 
ly  prove.  They  feem  however  to 
have  been  almod  peculiar  to  Ire¬ 
land,  as  there  are  none  in  England 
or  Wales,  and  only  two  in  Scot¬ 
land  ;  the  defigns  of  which  were 
probably  brought  over  by  fome 
Irilh  architect,  at  a  period  when 
there  was  a  great  intercourfe  be¬ 
tween  the  two  nations.  Thefe 
Bound  Towers  are  fltuated  at 
Abernethy,  in  the  county  of  Mur¬ 
ray,  and  at  Brechin,  in  the  county 


*  Mr.  Weld,  in  his  late  publication,  fays,  that  the  round  towers  at  Swords  and  Cluan* 
rpacnoile,  hays  entrances  level  with  the  futface  of  the  ground. 

of 
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of  Angus;  each  on  the  eaftern 
coaft  of  Scotland ;  and  far  remote 
from  Ireland.  The  defcription 
given  by  Mr.  Gordon,  in  his  Iti- 
nefarium  Sepientrionale  >  of  the 
Round  Tower  at  Abernethy,  would 
anfwer  equally  well  with  any  one 
in  Ireland*  He  fays,  “  At  Aber¬ 
nethy,  the  ancient  capital  of  the 
Fiftiih  nation,  I  could  difcover 
nothing  except  a  {lately  hollow 
pillar,  without  a  ftaircafe,  fo  that 
when  I  entered  within,  and  look¬ 
ed  upward,  I  could  fcarce  forbear 
imagining  myfelf  at  the  bottom  of 
a  deep  draw-well.  It  has  only  one 
door,  or  entrance,  facing  the  north, 
fomewhat  above  the  balls ;  the 
height  of  which  is  eight  foot  and  a 
half,  and  the  breadth  two  foot  and 
a  half.  Towards  the  top  are  four 
windows,  equidiftant,  and  five  foot 
nine  inches  in  height,  and  two  foot 
two  inches  in  breadth,  and  each  is 
fupported  by  two  fmall  pillars.  At 
the  bottom  are  two  rows  of  hones, 
projecting  from  beneath,  which 
ferved  for  a  bafis,  or  pedeilal.  The 
whole  height  of  the  pillar  is  fe- 
venty- five  foot ;  the  external  cir¬ 
cumference  at  the  bafe  is  forty, 
eight  foot,  but  diminifhes  fome¬ 
what  towards  the  top,  and  the 
thicknefs  of  the  wall  is  three  foot 
and  a  half. 

The  fame  author,  in  defcribing 
the  other  Round  Tower  at  Bre¬ 
chin,  fays,  <(  It  differs  little  in 
fnape  from  that  at  Abernethy, 
only  it  was  larger,  and  covered  at 
top ;  for  its  height,  including  the 


roof,  was  a  hundred  foot ;  the  ex¬ 
ternal  circumference  is  forty-fevea 
foot,  and  the  thicknefs  of  the  wails 
three  foot  eight  inches.  However 
this  has  no  pedeftal  like  the  0|her, 
but  feems  to  fhoot  out  of  th* 
ground  like  a  tree.  It  has  a  dooc 
fronting  the  fouth,  the  height  and 
breadth  of  which  differ  little  from 
Abernethy  ;  only  upon  it  are  'evi¬ 
dences  fuflicient  to  demonflrate, 
((  that  it  was  a  Chriftian  work, 
for  over  the  top  of  the  door,  is  th$ 
_  figure  of  our  Saviour  on  the 
crofs.” 

Drawings  of  this  lali  tower  have 
been  given  by  Ledwich,  Pennant, 
and  Mr.  Gough,  who,  in  the  fe- 
cond  volume  of  Archsologla,  has 
correCled  an  error  of  Gordon,  re- 
fpefting  the  door,  as  he  calls  it, 
which  is  only  two  arches,  one 
within  the  other  in  relief. 

As  it  may  be  fatisfa&ory  to 
fome  of  my  readers  to  know  in 
what  provinces  the  remains  of  thefe 
lingular  buildings  are  lituated,  1 
fhall  fubjoin  the  beft  account  I  caa 
collect,  from  the  various  authors 
who  have  recorded  them  *. 

County  of  Antrim.  At  An- 
trimf.  Ardmoy.  Ramliland 
in  Lough  Neagh. 

County  of  Cavan.  At  Drum- 
lahan. 

County  of  Clare.  At  Drum- 
cliff.  Innifcattery,  an  ifland 
on  the  River  Shannon.  Inif- 
keltair,  an  ifland  in  Lough 
Derg,  on  the  fame  river. 

County  of  Cork.  At  Ballybeg. 


*  Dr.  Beaufort  and  Mr.  Ledwich,  have  given  lifts  of  thefe  Round  Towers,  which 
I  have  compared  with  Seward’s  Topographical  Dictionary,  and  have  mentioned  only 
thofe  in  my  text,  which  are  recorded  by  the  three  refpeCtive  writers. 

+  This  Round  Tower  does  not  {land  immediately  in  the  tqwn,  but  at  a  fhort  diftance 
fr&m  it. 

Brigowne. 


So  6  # 
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Brigownfe.  Cork.  Cloyne. 
Kineigh,  or  Kineath  #. 

County  of  Down,  At  Drumbo. 
Downpatrick  +  .  Maghera. 

^jjpunty  of  Dublin.  At  Clon- 
dalkin.  Luik.  Swords.  Rath- 
michael. 

County  of  Fermanagh.  On  De* 
venifh  lilaud,  in  Lough 
Erne  J. 

County  of  Galway.  At  Bally- 
gaddy.  Feanamore.  Kil- 
maeduagh  §. 

County  of  Kildare.  At  Caftle 
Dermot.  Kildare.  Kilcul- 
len.  Oughterard.  Taghadoe. 

County  of  Kilkenny.  Agha- 
vuller.  Fertagh.  Kilkenny, 
Kilree.  Tulloherin* 


King’s  County.  At  Clonrriac^ 
noife,  two  |j. 

County  of  Limerick.  At  Dy- 
fert.  Kilmallock  *5 . 

County  of  Louth.  At  Dro- 

mifkin.  Monafterboyce. 

County  of  Mayo.  At  Agha- 
gover.  Baliagh.  Killala,  Me- 
lick.  Turlogh  **. 

County  of  Meath.  At  Donagh- 
more  if.  Kells, 

County  of  Monaghan.  At 

Clones  JJ. 

Queen’s  County.  At  Timahoe. 

County  of  Rofcommon.  At 

Boyle.  Oran. 

County  of  Sligo.  At  Drum-, 
cliffe.  Sligo,  two§§. 

County  of  Tipperary.  At  Ca~ 
fliel.  Rofcrea. 


*  The  architefture  of  this  tower  varies  from  all  others  in  Ireland,  the  firft  ftory  being 
a  regular  hexagon,  and  tradition  dates  the  conftru&ion  of  this  tower  in  the  year  1015. 
Mr.  Ledwich  mentions  a  tower  at  Ballywerk,  in  this  county ;  but  it  is  not  noticed 
either  by  Archdale  or  Seward. 

f  On  taking  down  this  Round  Tower,  the  veftiges  of  a  ftill  more  ancient  buildings 
and  of  good  mafonry,  were  found  under  it. 

$  This  is  the  moll  ornamented  Round  Tower  I  have  feen,  having  afculptored  cornice 
round  its  ftone  roof. 

§  Mr.  Seward  fays,  that  this  tower  leans  17^  feet  from  its  perpendicular,  and  that 
the  celebrated  one  at  Pifa  leans  only  13  feet. 

Mr.  Ledwich  mentions  another  lower  at  Kilbennan,  in  this  county,  but  neither 
Seward  nor  Arc’udale  take  notice  of  it. 

(|  Mr.  Ledwich  mentions  two  Round  Towers  at  Ferbane,  but  the  other  authors  are 
jfilent  on  this  fubjeA. 

Mr.  Ledwich  mentions  a  Round  Tower  at  Limerick,  in  addition  to  the  other 

two. 

**  Mr.  Ledwich  takes  notice  of  a  tower  at  Newtaftle,  in  this  county,  but  I  can  find 
no  luch  place  mentioned  (as  in  this  diftridt)  by  the  other  authors.  The  author  of  the 
Statiftical  Survey  of  the  County  of  Mayo,  fays,  that  there  is  a  Round  Tower  at  the 
town  ofBal,  fifty  feet  high.  Quere.  Is  not  this  the  fame  recorded  by  Mr.  Ledwich,  as. 
at  IJall,  in  the  county  of  Sligo  ? 

ft  Over  the  keyftone  of  the  door  at  Donaghmore,  is  the  figure  of  our  Saviour  on  the 
crofs,  fculptured  on  the  ftone :  an  evident  proof,  that  thefe  buildings  were  of  Chriftian, 
not  Pagan  origin. 

$$  Dr.  Beaufort  takes  notice  of  a  tower  at  Enifkeen,  in  this  county.  N.  B.  In  his  Map, 
this  place  is  written  Innifkeen  On  the  borders  of  Cavan,  and  this  county,  is  a  place 
called  Ennifkeen.  In  the  Statiftical  Survey  of  this  County,  a  Round  Tower  is  recorded 
at  Innzfkeen,  whofe  door  is  level  with  the  furface. 

^  Mr.  Ledwich,  in  his  lift  of  Round  Towers,  places  one  at  Ball,  and  another  at  Moat, 
in  this  county.  But  I  can  find  no  account  of  them  in  any  other  book  :  the  author  of  the 
Statiftical  Survey  of  this  County,  is  erroneous  in  ftating,  “  that  the  door  is  never  lower 
than  about  twenty  feet  from  the  foundation.”  There  feems  to  have  been  no  general 
rule  for  the  height  of  the  doors,  and  few  are  fo  high  as  twenty  feet  from  the  furface- 

County 
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County  of  Waterford.  At  Ard¬ 
more. 

County  of  Wicklow.  At  Glan- 
dalogh,  two. 

County  of  Weftmeath.  At  Dy- 
fart. 


The  following  meafurements  (ex¬ 
tracted  from  Mr.  Ledwich’s  Anti¬ 
quities)  will  throw  a  further  light 
upon  the  mode  of  conftru&ion 
adopted  with  refpeCt  tothefe  Round 
Towers. 


Round  Towers. 

Height. 

Circum¬ 

ference. 

Thic  le¬ 
nds  of 
Walls. 

iOoor 

from 

Ground 

Stories. 

f 

Cloyne 

92 

5° 

3 

8 

l3 

| 

Fertagh 

I  12 

48 

3 

8 

10 

/  5 

Kilcullen 

40 

44 

3 

6 

7 

3 

Kilmacduagh 

I  10 

57 

24 

Teghadow 

71 

38 

3 

8 

1 1  6 

6 

Downpatrick 

66 

47 

3 

i 

i 

Devenidi  Ifle 

76 

4i 

3 

6 

Monafterboyce 

1 10 

5i 

3 

6 

6 

6 

'L'imahoe 

35 

53 

4 

4 

H 

7 

Kildare 

1 10 

54 

3 

6 

13 

6 

Oughterard 

25 

48 

3 

8 

5 

Cafhel 

54 

4 

1 1 

5 

Swords 

55 

4 

8 

2 

Drumilkin 

130 

. 

Kenith 

7° 

Kells 

99 

Stone  Crojfes . — Th^  next  relic 
of  antiquity  that  demands  our  no¬ 
tice,  is  the  Crofs,  of  which  Ire¬ 
land  prefents  many  curious  and 
well  preferved  fpecimens.  They 
are  neither  of  that  light  and  taper 
form,  nor  elegant  Gothic  work- 
manihip,  by  which  the  erodes, 
creCled  by  our  Englilh.  monarch, 
Edward  the  Firft,  to  the  memory 
of  Eleanor,  his  Queen,  were  fo 
particularly  diftinguifhed :  but 
though  fimple  in  their  defign,  they 
are  yet  rich  in  fculpture.  I  have 
had  occafion  during  my  journal,  to 
mention  two  perfeCt,  and  one  im¬ 
perfect  croffies  at  Monafterboyce, 
as  well  as  two  rich  fragments  re¬ 
maining  at  Kells ;  at  whfch  place, 
I  heard  of  others  exifting  in  a  per- 
Vol.  XLIX,  or  You  VII.  F 


fed  (late,  at  a  place  called  Caftle 
Kyran,  in  that  neighbourhood* 
In  the  fecond  volume  of  Vallan- 
cey’s  Colledanea,  are  the  engrav¬ 
ings  of  two  other  Croffes,  Handing 
in  the  churchyard  of  Caftle  Der- 
mot,  in  the  county  of  Kildarej, 
with  inferiptions  faid  to  be  in  the 
Ogham  characters,  and  fuppofed  to 
bear  the  date  of  the  tenth  century* 
It  is  difficult  to  fix  the  period  of 
their  conftrudtion,  but  I  fhouid 
imagine  them  coeval  with  the 
Round  Tower,  and  the  work  of 
the  ninth  or  tenth  century  ;  but  I 
cannot  think  tha.t  the  Ogham  cha¬ 
racter  (if  fuch  a  character  ever  ex- 
ifted)  was  in  ufe  fo  late  as  the  tenth 
century. 

I  muft  repeat  my  fervent  wifh, 
sw  Series*  *  Kk  that 
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that  the  members  of  the  learned 
focieties  at  Dublin,  will  reflate 
from  oblivion  thefe  interefting  re¬ 
lics  of  Irifh  antiquity,  by  fending 
fome  ingenious  arfift  through  the 
country,  to  make  fome  exaft  plans 
and  drawings  of  them :  and  that 
they  will  afterwards  make  their 
merits  public,  either  by  engraving 
them  in  the  Tranfadlions  of  their 
own  Society,  or  tranfmit  them  for 
that  purpofe  to  the  Society  of  An¬ 
tiquaries  in  London. 

Earthen  Works. — By  them  I 
mean  banks  add  mounds  of  earth, 
raifed  into  various  fhapes,  and  ap¬ 
plied  to  different  purpofes.  Of 
thefe,  Ireland  prefen ts  a  very  great 
variety  :  but  their  characters  have 
not  been  fufficiently  diftinguifhed 
by  the  Irifh  writers,  who  have  ap¬ 
plied  to  them  the  general  term  of 
Rath,  and  attributed  their  forma¬ 
tion  to  the  Danes.  The  word 
Rath  appears  to  be  a  corruption 
from  Raad,  which,  in  the  Danifh 
language,  flgnifles,  a  council ;  and 
which  is  interpreted  by  Lhuyd,  in 
his  Irifh-Bnglifh  Dictionary,  a 
village,  a  prince’s  feat  ;  alfo,  an 
artificial  mount,  or  barrow. 

Thefe  Ear  them  Works  may  be 
claffed  in  the  , following  order  : 

i.  A  mound  of  earth  formed  in 


the  fhape  of  a  cone,  and  finifhing  in 
a  point  at  top,  encircled  generally 
by  a  flight  ditch. 

1  have  no  doubt  but  thefe  tumuli 
were  originally  raifed  for  fepulchral 
ufes,  and  by  the  early  Celtic  or 
Belgic  tribes  who  inhabited  Ire¬ 
land.  Many  of  thefe  have  been 
opened,  and  found  to  contain  allies, 
bones,  urns,  and  other  ornaments  ; 
and  in  a  great  degree  eorrefponding 
with  thofe  difcovered  by  me  in 
Wiltfhire;  a  proof  that  the  refpec- 
tive  inhabitants  of  the  age,  when 
thefe  mounds  of  earth  were  thrown 
up,  made  ufe  of  the  fame  modes  of 
burial  *. 

Some  of  thefe  mounds  are  flat  at 
top,  but  whether  originally  made 
fo,  or  levelled  in  fbhfequent  times 
by  art,  I  will  not  pretend  to  de¬ 
cide  •  the  furface  however  appears 
to  be  too  fmall  to  have  anfwered 
any  military  or  civil  purpofe  ;  and 
I  am  rather  inclined  to  think,  that 
they  are  fepulchral. 

2.  A  large  circle  furrounded  by 
a  raifed  agger  of  earth,  and  a  flight 
ditch.  Of  fimilar  works  I  ob- 
ferved  feveral  during  my  tour,  and 
frequently  there  were  two  near  to 
each  other.  The  name  of  Rath 
may,  I  think,  more  appropriately' 
be  applied  to  thefe,  as  from  their 


*  Though  in  many  inftances,  the  articles  found  in  Ireland  under  tumuli  correfpond  en¬ 
tirely  with  thofe  found  in  Wiltfhire,  and  equally  point  out  the  rude  age  in  which  they 
were  depofited  ;  yet  in  other  cafes  they  vary,  and  feem  to  indicate  a  later  sera.  In  the 
few  examples  I  faw  depofited  at  Trinity  College,  and  at  the  Dublin  Society,  I  could  not 
but  notice,  that  the  fepulchral  urns,  though  equally  ill  baked  with  thofe  of  England, 
were  in  general  more  ornamented.  I  have,  obferved  alfo  the  fame  peculiarity  with  re- 
fpe£t  to  fome  difcovered  lately  in  Wales,  The  ornaments  of  gold  are  alio  richer,  and 
more  numerous  ;  for  1  blare  been  feldom  fortunate  enough  to  find  articles  of  gold  in  our 
Wiltfhire  Barrows,  But  the  i'uperior  richnefs  of  the  Irifh  urns,  &c.  &c.  may  be  eafily, 
and,  I  think,  eonclulively  reconciled  by  thofe  who  do  not  feek  for  their  anceftors 
amangft  the  Scythae,  Iberi,  or  Air  Cottl,  but  are  contested  to  derive  their  origin  from 
the  Celtic  or  Belgic  tribes,  who- poured  in  upon  us  from  the  Continent  of  Gaul,  and 
after  having  firft  peopled  the  more  fouthern  parts  of  Britain,  oppofite  their  own  coaft, 
extended  their  colonies  into  Wales,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  ;  and  thus  the  iuperior  rich¬ 
nefs  of  the  Irifh  urns,  gold  ornaments,  &c.  (being  the  work  of  a  much  later  colony,  and 
perhaps  Belgic)  may  be  rationally  accounted  lor. 
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«Imiem1ons>  and  flight  elevation, 
they  were  calculated  for  thofe  con¬ 
ferences  and  meetings  which  the 
word  literally  implies  ;  and  the 
circumdance  of  finding  two  adjoin¬ 
ing  each  other,  feems  to  ftrengthen 
this  fuppofition.  Thefe  cannot  be 
fepulchral,  as  no  fuch  elevated 
form  is  to  be  found  amongft  the 
great  variety  of  barrows  which 
Ihe  chalky  downs  of  the  wed  of 
England  p  relent, 

3 t  High  raifed  circular  tumulus , 
with  more  than  one  folde.  Thefe 
are  evidently  military  works ;  as 
are  I  ike  wife 

4.  Thofe  with  ramparts  and  out¬ 
works.  The  mod  common  plan, 
is  a  high  circular  mound,  with  a 
fquare  or  oblong  work  attached  to 
it,  the  whole  furrounded  by  one 
or  more  ditches.  This  mode  of 
fortification  was  adopted  alfo  in 
Wales ;  and  from  the  circumdance 
related  in  the  Chronicles  of  that 
country,  ©f  their  frequent  demo¬ 
lition,  and  their  very  fpcedy  re¬ 
edification,  I  have  reafon  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  the  buildings  upon  them 
weremadeof  wood  ;  otherwife  they 
never  could  have  been  fo  quickly 
dedroyed  and  redored.  There  is 
a  greater  uniformity  in  the  military 
earthen  works  of  Ireland,  than  in 
thofe  of  England  and  Wales  ;  nei- 
.  ther  are  they  fo  complicated  in  their 
form  ;  or  fo  dupendous  in  their 
proportions  *. 


Sepulture  of  the  Ancient  Ifraelites. 

( From  Burder’s  Oriental  Cuftoms. ) 

2  Chronicles  xxviii.  27. 

And  Abase,  Jlept  with  his  fathers , 
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and  they  buried  him  in  the  city\ 

even  in  Jerufalem ;  hut  they 

brought  him  not  into  the  f'pul - 

chres  of  the  kings  of  Ifrael . 

The  Ifraelites  were  accudomed 
to  honour  in  a  peculiar  manner  the 
memory  of  thofe  kings  who  had 
reigned  over  them  uprightly.  On 
the  contrary,  fome  marks  of  pod- 
humous  difgrace  followed  thofe 
monarchs  who  left  the  world  under 
the  difapprobation  of  their  people* 
The  proper  place  of  interment  was 
in  Jerufalem.  There,  in  fome  ap¬ 
pointed  receptacle,  the  remains  of 
their  princes  were  depofited  :  and 
from  the  circumdance  of  this  being 
the  cemetery  for  fucceflive  rulers, 
it  was  laid,  when  one  died  and 
was  fo  buried,  that  he  was  gather¬ 
ed  to  his  fathers.  Several  indances 
occur  in  the  hidory  of  the  kings  of 
Ifrael,  wherein,  on  certain  ac¬ 
counts,  they  were  not  thus  in¬ 
terred  with  their  predeceffors,  but 
in  fome  other  place  in  Jerufalem* 
So  it  was  with  Ahaz,  who  though, 
brought  into  the  city,  was  not 
buried  in  the  fepulchres  of  the 
kings  of  Ifrael.  In  fome  other 
cafes,  perhaps  to  mark  out  a  greater 
degree  of  cenfure,  they  were  taken 
to  a  fmall  didance  from  Jerufalem* 
It  is  faid  that  Uzziah  was  buried 
with  his  fathers  in  the  field  of  the 
burial  which  belonged  to  the  kings  ; 
for  they  faid,  he  is  a  leper.  (2 
Chron.  xxvi.  23.)  It  was  doubt- 
lefs  with  a  defign  to  make  a  fui ta¬ 
ble  Impreffion  on  the  minds  of  their 
kings  while  living,  that  fuch  dif- 
tindtions  were  made  after  their  de- 
ceafe.  They  might  thus  redrain 


*  The  earthen  work  near  Dorchefter  (Dorfetfhire)  called  Maiden  Caftle,  is  by  far 
the  moft  ftupendous  work  I  have  ever  leen  :  Old  Sarum,  perhaps,  may  be  placed  fecond 
in  the  lilt  Yarnbury  Caftle,  between  Deptford  Inn  and  Amefbury,  and  Barbury 
Caftle,  near  Marlborough,  in  the  County  ot  Wilts,  are  ally  tine  ipecimens.oi  this  ancient 
mode  of  caftrametasioft.  , 

*  K  k  %  them 
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them  from  evil  or  excite  them  to 
good,  according  as  they  were  fear¬ 
ful  of  being  execrated,  or  defirous 
of  being  honoured,  when  they  were 
dead.  The  Egyptians  had  a  cuf- 
tom  in  fome  meafure  fimilar  to 
this;  it  was  however  general  as  to 
all  perfons,  though  it  received  very 
particular  attention  as  far  as  it 
concerned  their  kings.  It  is  thus 
defcribed  in  Franklin’s  Hiftory  of 
ancient  and  modern  Egypt,  vol.  i. 
p.  374.  u  As  foon  as  a  man  was 
dead,  he  was  brought  to  his  trial. 
The  public  accufer  was  heard.  If 
be  proved  that  the  deceafed  had 

1 

led  a  bad  life,  his  memory  was 
condemned,  and  he  was  deprived 
of  the  honours  of  fepuiture.  Thus, 
that  fage  people  were  affe&ed  with 
laws  which  extended  even  beyond 
the  grave,  and  every  one,  {truck 
with  the  difgrace  inflicted  on  the 
dead  perfon,  was  afraid  to  reflect 
diflionour  on  his  own  memory,  and 
that  of  his  family. 

“  But  what  was  fingular,  the 
fovereign  himfelf  was  not  exempt¬ 
ed  from  this  public  inqueft  upon 
bis  death.  The  public  peace  was 
interefted  in  the  lives  of  their  fo- 
vereigns  in  their  adminiftration, 
and  as  death  terminated  all  their 
actions,  it  was  then  deemed  for  the 
public  welfare,  that  they  fhould 
fuffer  an  impartial  ferutiny  by  a 
public  trial,  as  well  as  the  mod 
common  fubjedt.  Even  fome  of 
them  were  not  ranked  among  the 
honoured  dead,  and  confequently 
were  deprived  of  public  burial. 
The  Ifraelites  would  not  fuffer  the 
bodies  of  fome  of  their  flagitious 
princes  to  be  carried  into  the  fe- 
pulchres  appropriated  to  their  vir¬ 
tuous  fovereigns.  The  cuftom  was 
lingular  :  the  effect  muft  have  been 
powerful  and  influential*  The 


moft  haughty  defpot,  who  might 
trample  on  laws  human  and  divine 
in  his  life,  faw,  by  this  folemn  in- 
veftigation  of  human  conduct,  that 
at  death  he  alfo  would  be  doomed 
to  infamy  and  execration.”  What 
degree  of  conformity  there  was 
between  the  pra<ftice  of  the  Ifrael¬ 
ites  and  the  Egyptians,  and  with 
whom  the  cuftom  firft  originated, 
may  be  difficult  to  afeertain  and 
decide,  but  the  conduct  of  the  lat~ 
ter  appears  to  be  founded  on  the 
fame  principle  as  that  of  the  for¬ 
mer,  and  as  it  is  more  circumftan* 
tially  detailed,  affords  us  an  agree¬ 
able  explanation  of  a  rite  but 
flightly  mentioned  in  the  Scrip¬ 
tures. 

Ifaiahxiv.9.  The  dead. }  “The 
fepulchres  of  the  Hebrews,  at  leaft 
thofe  of  refpetftable  perfons,  and 
thofe  which  hereditarily  belonged 
to  the  principal  families,  were  ex- 
tenfive  caves,  or  vaults,  excavated 
from  the  native  rock  by  art  and 
manual  labour.  The  roofs  of  them 
in  general  were  arched  :  and  fome 
were  fo  fpacious  as  to  be  fupported 
by  colonnades.  All  round  the 
Tides  were  cells  for  the  reception 
of  the  farcophagi ;  thefe  were  pro¬ 
perly  ornamented  with  fculpture, 
and  each  was  placed  in  its  proper 
cell.  The  cave  or  fepulchre  ad¬ 
mitted  no  light,  being  clofed  by  a 
great  ftone,  which  was  rolled  to 
the  mouth  of  the  narrow  paffage  or 
entrance.  Many  of  thefe  recepta¬ 
cles  are  ft  ill  extant  in  Judea  :  two 
in  particular  are  more  magnificent 
than  all  the  reft,  and  are  fuppofed 
to  be  the  fepulchres  of  the  kings. 
One  of  thefe  is  in  Jerufalem,  and 
contains  twenty-four  cells ;  the 
other,  containing  twice  that  num» 
ber,  is  in  a  place  without  the  city.” 
Lowth’s  Lectures  on  the  Sacred 

Poetry 
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Poetry  of  the  Hebrews,  vol.  i.  p. 
159.  Gregory's  Tranflation. 

In  the  introdu&ory  obfervations 
to  Ifaiah  xiii.  the  fame  learned 
writer,  fpeaking  of  thefe  fepulchres 
of  the  kings,  fays,  <(  you  are  to 
form  to  yourfelf  an  idea  of  an  im- 
menfe  fubterraneous  vault,  a  vaft 
gloomy  cavern,  all  round  the  Tides 
of  which  there  are  cells  to  receive 
the  dead  bodies :  here  the  deceafed 
monarchs  lie  in  a  diftinguifhed  fort 
of  ftate,  fuitable  to  their  former 
rank,  each  on  his  own  couch,  with 
his  arms  befide  him,  his  fword  at 
his  head,  and  the  bodies  of  his 
chiefs  and  companions  round  about 
him.  Ezek.  xxxii.  27.”  (See 
Lowth’s  Ifaiah.) 

The  account  which  Maundrell 
gives  of  fuch  fepulchres  is  too  in- 
terefting  to  be  omitted.  u  The 
uext  place  we  came  to  was  thofe 
famous  grots,  called  fepulchres  of 
the  kings:  but  for  what  reafon 
they  go  by  that  name  is  hard  to 
refoive:  for  it  is  certain  none  of 
the  kings,  either  of  Ifrael  or  of 
Judah,  were  buried  here,  the  holy 
fcriptures  aligning  other  places  for 
their  fepultures ;  unlefs  it  may  be 
thought,  perhaps,  that  Hezekiah 
was  here  interred,  and  that  thefe 
were  the  fepulchres  of  the  fons  of 
David,  mentioned  2  Chron.  xxxii. 
33.  Whoever  was  buried  here, 
this  is  certain,  that  the  place  itfelf 
difcovers  fo  great  an  expence  both 
of  labour  and  of  treafure,  that  we 
may  well  fuppofe  it  to  have  been 
the  work  of  kings.  You  approach 
to  it  at  the  eaft  fide,  through  an 
entrance  cut  out  of  the  natural 
rock,  which  admits  you  into  an 
open  court  of  about  forty  paces 
fquare,  cut  down  into  the  rock, 
with  which  it  is  encompafled  in¬ 
stead  of  walls.  On  the  fouth  fide 


of  the  court  is  a  portico,  nine  paces 
long  and  four  broad,  hewn  like- 
wife  out  of  the  rock.  This  was 
a  kind  of  architrave  running  along 
its  front,  adorned  with  feulpture 
of  fruits  and  flowers,  frill  difcerni- 
ble,  but  by  time  much  defaced. 
At  the  end  of  the  portico,  on  the 
left  hand,  you  defcend  to  the  paf- 
fage  into  the  fepulchres.  The 
door  is  now  fo  obfrruded  with 
ftones  and  rubbifh,  that  it  is  a 
thing  of  fome  difficulty  to  creep 
through  it :  but  within,  you  arrive 
in  a  large  fair  room,  about  feven 
or  eight  yards  fquare,  cut  out  of 
the  natural  rock.  Its  fides  and 
ceiling  are  fo  exafily  fquare,  and 
its  angles  fo  juft,  that  no  architect 
with  levels  and  plummets  could 
build  a  room  more  regular ;  and 
the  whole  is  fo  firm  and  intire, 
that  it  may  be  called  a  chamber 
hollowed  out  of  one  piece  of  mar¬ 
ble.  From  this  room  you  pafs 
into  (I  think)  fix  more,  one  within 
another,  all  of  the  fame  fabric  with 
the  firft.  Of  thefe  the  two  inner- 
nioft  are  deeper  than  the  reft,  hav¬ 
ing  a  fecond  defcent  of  about  fix  or 
feven  fteps  into  them, 

f(  In  every  one  of  thefe  rooms, 
except  the  firft,  were  coffins  of  ftone 
placed  in  niches  in  the  fides  of  the 
chambers.  They  had  been  at  firft: 
covered  with  handfome  lids,  and 
carved  with  garlands;  but  now 
moft  of  them  were  broke  to  pieces 
by  facrilegious  hands.  The  fides 
and  ceiling  of  the  rooms  were  al¬ 
ways  dropping,  with  the  moifl 
damps  condenfing  upon  them ;  to 
remedy  which  nuifance,  and  to 
preferve  thefe  chambers  of  the  dead 
polite  and  clean,  ’•'here  was  in  each 
room  a  fmall  channel  cut  in  the 
floor,  which  ferved  to  drain  the 
drops  that  fall  coffiUotly  into  it.’* 
*  &  k  3  (Journey 
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( journey  from  Aleppo  to  Jerufa- 
lem,  p.  7 6,  7th  edit.) 

Engagements  of  Vengeance* 
(From  the  fame.) 

Judges  xix.  29. 

And  --when  he  was  ewie  into  his  houfe , 
he  took  a  knife,  and  laid  hold  on 
his  concubine ,  and  divided  her ,  to¬ 
gether  with  her  bones ,  into  twelve 
pieces ,  and  fent  her  into  all  the 
confs  of  Ifrael . 

Interpreters  fay  but  little  con¬ 
cerning  the  real  views  of  the  Le¬ 
vi  te  in  this  tranfaftion :  they 
merely  intimate,  that  it  was  done 
to  excite  a  general  indignation 
againft  the  authors  of  the  injury 
he  had  fuftained.  His  motives 
certainly  were  good  and  regular. 
He  intended  to  unite  the  whole 
nation  in  vengeance  againft  a  crime, 
in  which  it  was  interefted :  but  as 
they  might  be  checked  in  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  punifhment  by  the  num¬ 
ber,  the  credit,  and  the  power  of 
the  offenders ;  by  the  natural  com- 
miferation  which  is  felt  for  thofe 
who  are  of  the  fame  blood  ;  or  by 
an  averfion  to  involve  a  city  in  de- 
ftruftion ;  he  fought  and  feized  a 
method  which  put  them  to  the  in- 
difpenfable  neceffity  of  efpoufing 
his  caufe.  The  only  part  which 
he  had  to  take  was,  to  cut  in 
pieces  the  body  of  his  wife,  which 
he  did,  or  elfe  that  of  an  ox,  or 
other  like  animal,  which  had  been 
either  devoted  or  offered  in  facri- 
fice,  and  to  fend  a  part  of  it  to 
each  tribe.  In  confequence  of  this 
every  tribe  entered  into  an  indiffo- 
luble  engagement  to  fee  juft  ice  done 
him  for  the  injury  he  had  received. 


This  is  what  the  interpreters  of 
feripture  feern  not  to  have  known, 
and  which  it  is  necelfary  to  ex¬ 
plain. 

The  ancients  had  feveral  ways 
of  uniting  tbemfelves  together  by 
ftriT  ties,  which  lafted  for  a  ftipu- 
latcd  time  :  among  thefe  may  be 
noticed  the  facrifice  of  Abraham, 
the  circumftances  of  which  are 
mentioned  Gen.  xv.  9,  &c.  Ano¬ 
ther  method  was,  to  take  a  bullock 
offered  or  devoted  in  facrifice,  cut 
it  in  pieces,  and  diftribute  it. 
All  who  had  a  piece  of  this  devo¬ 
ted  bullock  were  thenceforward 
connected,  and  were  to  concur  in 
carrying  on  the  affair  vvhieh  had 
given  occafion  for  the  facrifice. 
But  as  this  devoting  and  dividing 
was  varioufly  pra&ifed,  it  alfo 
produced  different  engagements. 
If  he  who  was  at  the  expenfe  of 
the  facrifice  were  a  public  perfon, 
or  in  high  office,  he  fent  of  his  own 
accord  a  piece  of  the  vi&im  to  all 
who  were  fubjedt  to  him  ;  and  by 
this  aff  obliged  them  to  enter  into 
his  views.  If  the  facrifice  were 
offered  by  a  private  perfon,  thofe 
only  who  voluntarily  took  a  piece 
of  the  facrifice  entered  into  a  ftrift 
engagement  to  efpoufe  his  intereft. 
Connections  of  this  kind  derived 
their  force  from  the  deities,  in  ho¬ 
nour  of  which  the  facrifice  was 
offered :  from  the  true  God,  when 
made  by  the  Jews ;  from  idols, 
when  made  by  the  Gentiles.  The 
Jews  were  content  to  invoke  and 
take  the  Lord  to  witnefs :  whereas 
the  pagans  never  failed  to  place 
upon  an  altar  of  green  turf  the 
deities  which  prefided  over  their 
covenant.  Thefe  deities  were  call¬ 
ed  common,  becaufe  they  were  the 
common  deities  of  all  who  were 
thus  united,  and  received  in  com- 
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mo  n  the  honours  which  they 
thought  proper  to  pay  them. 

A  direct  proof  of  thefe  fads  is 
recorded  in  i  Sam.  xi.  7.  (S  And 
Saul  took  a  yoke  of  oxen,  and 
hewed  them  in  pieces,  and  fent 
them  throughout  all  the  coafts  of 
Ifrael  by  the  hands  of  mefiengers, 
faying,  Whofoever  cometh  not 
forth  after  Saul  and  after  Samuel, 
fo  (hall  it  be  done  unto  his  oxen. 
And  the  fear  of  the  Lord  fell  on 
the  people,  and’ they  came  out  with 
one  confent.5’  Another  proof  is 
drawn  from  the  cuftoms  obferved 
by  the  Scythians  and  Moloflians. 
Lucian  thus  fpeaks  of  what  palled 
between  thefe  people  upon  urgent 
occafions.  “  When  any  one  had 
received  an  injury,  and  had  not  the 
means  of  avenging  himfelf,  he  fa- 
crificed  an  ox,  and  cut  it  into 
pieces,  which  he  caufed  to  be  drelf- 
ed  and  publicly  expofed  ;  then  he 
fpread  out  the  fkin  of  the  victim, 
and  fat  upon  it,  with  his  hands 
tied  behind  him.  All  who  chofe 
to  take  part  in  the  injury  which 
had  been  done  took  up  a  piece  of 
the  ox,  and  fwore  to  fupply  and 
maintain  for  him,  one,  live  horfes, 
another  ten,  others  flill  more ; 
fome  infantry,  each  according  to 
his  ftrength  and  ability.  They 
who  had  only  their  perfon  engaged 
to  march  themfelves.  Nov/  an 
army  compofed  of  fuch  foldiers,  far 
from  retreating  or  difbanding,  was 
invincible,  as  it  was  engaged  by 
oath/’ 

Thefe  circumftances,  compared 
with  the  account  given  of  the  Le- 
vite's  condudl  and  the  fubfequent 
behaviour  of  the  tribes,  clearly*, 
point  out,  that  the  method  tifed  by 
the  Levite  to  obtain  redrefs  was 
confident  with  the  eftablifhed  ufagcs 
of  the  times,  and  efte&ed  the  retri- 
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bution  he  defired  to  fee  accom* 
plilhed. 


Extra  B  from  a  Journal \  during  the 

late  Campaigns  in  Egypt ,  giving 

an  Account  of  the  Ruins  ofTentyra  • 

By  Captain  C.  B.  Burr. 

f  From  Afiatic  Ref e arches,  Vol.  viii.) 

About  three  miles  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  Ginnie,  on  the  oppo- 
fite  fide  of  the  Nile,  are  fituated 
the  ruins  of  the  ancient  temple  of 
Ills,  now  better  known  to  the 
Arabs  by  the  name  of  Dendera  ; 
being  a  corruption  of  Tentyris, 
which  name  was  once  borne  by  a 
city,  of  which  the  prefent  temple 
is  all  that  remains  to  denote  its 
former  fplcndour.  That  part  which 
If  ill  exifts,  is  furrounded  by  fuch 
heaps  of  rubbifii,  broken  walls, 
and  fragments  of  an  Arab  village, 
long  fince  mouldered  on  its  parent 
ruins,  that  little  is  perceptible  in 
approaching,  except  five  cl  unify 
pillars  forming  part  of  a  detached 
temple  at  fome  diftance  from  the 
gate,  with  which  it  is  in  a  right 
line,  though  now  feparated  by  a 
•tank,  filled  by  the  inundation  of 
the  Nile.  Thefe  columns  are  con- 
nefted  at  their  bafe  by  a  ftone 
wall  in  which  there  appear  to  have 
been  eight,  one  at  each  corner,  and 
one  on  either  fide  of  an  entrance 
in  front  and  rear  of  the  building  ; 
which  is  about  forty  feet  long, 
and  poffeffing  nothing  worthy  of 
attention. 

Beyond  this,  on  the  fiimmit, 
and  partly  buried  in  the  mound  or 
rubbifii,  is  a  gateway  much  ruined 
on  the  fide  we  approached  from, 
but  whofe  internal  face  i§  an  objefr 
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of  peculiar  admiration  :  its  high 
ftate  of  prefervation,  the  excel¬ 
lence  of  its  fculpture,  the  fimplicity 
of  the  ft.yle,  the  excellent  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  figures,  chiefly  female, 
the  hieroglyphics,  and  other  orna¬ 
mental  parts,  excited  my  furprize 
beyond  what  I  had  expeded  or 
thought  poflible.  It  is  probably 
rather  an  advantage  to  the  temple, 
Its  being  fo  furrounded  with  ruins 
as  to  be  fecreted  till  you  approach 
fufiiciently  near,  to  receive  a  more 
perfect  impreflion  of  its  beauties. 
The  rubbifh,  however,  with  which 
it  is  choaked  up,  confines  the  fight 
too  much,  and  almofl  precludes  the 
poflibility  of  viewing  the  building 
with  fo  good  an  effed  as  would 
arife  from  a  greater  choice  of  fitua- 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  fpedator. 
Palling  this  gateway,  the  paffage 
through  which  is  alfo  beautifully 
Sculptured,  we  reached  on  the  right 
hand  a  temple,  furrounded  by  a 
gallery  Hill  entire,  though  almofl: 
buried ;  the  whole  ornamented 
with  a  variety  of  figures,  furround¬ 
ed  with  hieroglyphics,  which 
doubtlefs  explain  the  meaning  of 
the  various  objeds,  fb me  human. 
Others  of  a  lefs  definite  nature  ;  the 
workmanfhip  is  in  very  great  pre¬ 
fervation,  but  the  gallery  fo  filled 
as  to  prevent  our  {landing  ered, 
though  the  body  of  this  temple. 
Into  which  we  defcended,  was  near 
thirty  feet  in  height,  covered  with 
large  flabsof  ftone.  The  entrance 
to  this  edifice  is  through  a  corri- 
dore  fupported  on  pillars  almofl 
buried  in  the  ruins. 

The  grand  temple,  retired  from 
the  gateway  about  fifty  yards, 
prefects  a  front  of  one  hundred  and 
forty  feet  at  the  bafe  ;  at  leall  what 
is  now  the  terreplain  :  and  about 
fixty  feet  in  height,  the  reft  being 


invifible.  This  part  is  in  the  moft 
perfed  Hate  ;  the  fillet,  torus,  and 
almofl  every  ornamental  part,  fave 
what  the  bigotry  of  the  Arabs  has 
induced  them  to  deface,  being  in 
excellent  prefervation.  In  the 
centre  an  entrance  of  nineteen  feet 
leads  into  a  periftyle  divided  by 
three  rows  of  columns  on  either  fide 
of  twenty-two  and  a  half  feet  cir¬ 
cumference,  the  front  row  conneded 
to  each  other,  at  their  bafes,  by  a 
wall  ;  which,  from  a  part  that  has 
been  cleared  away  by  the  Savans 
to  afcertain  the  elevation  of  the 
building,  exceeds  ten  feet  in  height  j 
from  the  top  of  this  to  the  enta¬ 
blature  of  the  columns,  the  fpace  is 
left  open  ;  within  are  nine  pillars 
to  the  right  and  left,  (tallying  in 
fize  and  defign  with  thofe  in  front,) 
that  fupport  the  roof  of  the  peri¬ 
ftyle;  which  is  ornamented  in  the 
moft  beautiful  fly le,  with  a  vaft 
variety  of  figures,'  and  reprefenta- 
ticns  cf  aquatic  fcenes.  Many 
groupes  of  men  and  beafts  are  here 
represented;  fome  perfedly  of  a 
terreftrial  and  familiar  nature, 
others  allegorical,  amongft  which 
is  a  fine  figure  of  a  bull  butting  at 
the  new  moon.  The  dreffes,  the 
utenfils,  canoes,  and  many  of  the 
articles  of  the  domeftic  cDConomy 
of  the  ancient  Egyptians,  are  here¬ 
in  reprefented  in  the  moft  minute 
and  pleafing  manner ;  and  the  en¬ 
tire  flare  of  thefe  figures,  not  only 
in  fhape,  but  colouring,  conveys 
the  moft  per  fed  idea  of  the  habits 
of  the  times.  A  vaft  refemblance 
exifts  in  the  dreffes  with  thofe  at 
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prefent  worn  in  India;  the  cholie 
*  of  the  women,  the  moond,  and 
many  others,  claiming  a  dired 
cortiparifon.  It  has  often  ftrucfc 
me,  and  never  more  forcibly  than 
in  contemplating  this  temple  and 
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its  fculptures,  that  there  muft  have 
exifted  a  much  greater  affinity  in 
the  cnftoms  of,  and  of  courfe  a 
more  friendly  intercourfe  amongfl, 
the  nations  of  the  Eaft  formerly, 
when  they  purfued  one  fyftem  of 
worfhip,  than  fince  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  Chriftianity  and  Mahomet- 
anifm  ;  which,  by  generating  the 
moll  rooted  and  inveterate  preju¬ 
dices,  have  eftranged  the  affedlions 
of  mankind  from  thofe,  whom  no 
political  difference  could  ever  have 
affedled.  Of  this  we  had  an  ex¬ 
ample  even  amongfl  the  prefen t 
inhabitants,  who,  regarding  us.  as 
infidels,  hate  us,  though  we  came 
as  friends.  Their  diflike,  how¬ 
ever,  they  found  it  prudent  to  con¬ 
ceal  ;  but  they  were  not  equally 
referved  with  refpedl  to  the  Hin¬ 
doos,  whom  they  often  cxpreffed 
their  abhorrence  of.  This  detef- 
tation  of  Paganifm  has  induced  * 
them,  and  doubtlefs  been  their  foie 
motive  for  taking  fo  much  pains, 
to  mutilate  every  figure  of  I fis, 
whofe  features  are  chifieled  out ; 
and  many  of  the  other  figures, 
whofe  fituations  wrnre  not  fo  ele¬ 
vated  as  to  preferve  them  from  the 
deftrudlive  contact  of  the  Arab, 
have  fnffered  almofl  perfedl  anni¬ 
hilation.  All  beyond  it,  however, 
are  extremely  perfect,  and  the 
whole  ceiling,  with  one  or  two 
trifling  exceptions,  is  entire  ;  the 
capitals  of  the  pillars  are  fquare, 
each  face  having  had  a  reprefenta- 
tion  of  Ifis’s  head  on  it,  which, 
though  fo  roughly  handled,  the 
turban  has  in  no  inftance  been  de- 
llroyed,  and  the  colouring  of  it„ 
the  bandeaus,  and  other  decora?* 
lions,  are  ftill  in  the  greateft  per¬ 
fection.  The  ftone  of  which  the 
temple  is  built  is  a  kind  of  free- 
ilone.  As  this  would  not  receive 


either  polifli  or  paint,  figures  and 
hieroglyphics,  with  which  every 
part  of  the  periflyle,  both  inter¬ 
nally  and  externally,  is  covered, 
have,  in  the  interior,  been  plaftered 
over  with  a  fine  cement,  which  has 
not  only  received  a  polifli  that  has 
flood  the  tell  of  ages,  but  has  re¬ 
tained  the  brilliancy  of  the  tints, 
particularly  the  blue,  in  a  manner 
almofl  incredible.  The  myflic 
fy  mbol  of  the  winged  orb,  of  which 
reiterated  reprefentations  decorate 
the  ceiling  of  the  central  divifion 
of  the  periflyle,  extending  entirely 
acrofs,  bears  the  brightefl  hues  ; 
the  fame  mvfterious  type  adorns 
the  entablature  over  the  entrance, 
and  the  interior  face  of  the  fame 
part  of  the  gateway  ;  the  walls  are 
covered  with  various  fculptures, 
reprefenting  different  parts  of  the 
hiftory  of  Ills,  one  or  two  of  the 
principal  figures  in  each,  being 
evidently  the  fame,  though  each 
compartment  into  which  the  wall 
is  divided,  reprefents  fomefeparate 
event  :  but  above  the  head  of  His, 
on  each  of  the  fides  of  each  column, 
the  two  central  front  ones  excepted, 
is  the  Deity’s  birth,  without  vari¬ 
ation,  all  raaft  elegantly  executed, 
and  exadl  counterparts  of  each 
other.  The  interior  length  of  this 
periflyle  is  one  hundred  and  twen¬ 
ty-three  feet,  and  fixty-four  deep; 
the  walls,  at  either  end,  near  nine 
feet  thick,  decreafing  externally  as 
they  afeend ;  the  fiabs  of  ftone 
forming  the  roofs,  are  over  the 
centre  columns,  twenty-five  feet 
Ions:,  about  fix  broad,  aqd  ex- 
tremely  thick. 

Hen de,  by  a  large  portal  of  ele¬ 
gant  architedlure,  we  entered  the 
veflihule,  the  roof  of,  which,  con- 
fiderably  lower  than  that  of  the 
periflyle,  is  fqpported  by  fix  pillars* 
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three  on  either  fide  ;  their  decora¬ 
tions  much  mutilated  ;  the  little 
that  is  vifible,  fhews  them  to  be 
fluted.  This  room  is  about  half 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  outer 
one,  but  being  nearly  filled  with 
rubbifh,  we  paffed  through  another 
large  door,  into  a  room  of  the  fame 
length  and  height,  but  narrow 
enough  to  admit  of  large  fl a b s 
reaching  acrofs  without  the  inter¬ 
vention  of  pillars.  Apertures  are 
cut  in  the  ceiling  to  admit  air  and 
light ;  and  a  patTage  or  door,  to 
the  right  and  left,  leads  to  other 
parts  of  the  temple.  Facing  the 
door  where  we  had  entered,  is 
another  which  led  into  a  third 
room  rather  larger,  and  lighted  in 
like  manner  from  above ;  from 
thefe  there  are  four  doors  leading  to 
different  parts  of  the  building,  to 
the  right  and  left ;  and  a  portal 
facing  that  by  which  we  had  en¬ 
tered,  which  led  us  into  a  dark 
recefs  about  thirty  feet  long,  and 
twenty-five  broad,  whofe  roof  in 
like  manner  confifted  of  tranfverfal 
Sabs.  This  probably  was  the 
great  fandtuary,  at  the  further  ex¬ 
tremity  of  which  was  a  hole, 
through  which  we  were  enabled  to 
defeend  into  a  vault,  which,  like 
the  refi  of  the  apartments,  is  nearly 
filled  with  earth.  We,  however, 
afeertained  by  our  lights,  that  the 
floor  above  was  formed  of  nume¬ 
rous  fmall  Sabs  of  done  cemented 
to  each  other,  and  defiitute  of  any, 
other  fupport  than  what  they  de¬ 
rived  from  the  judicious  manner  in 
which  they  were  united.  Return¬ 
ing  hence,  after  vifitingfome  rooms 
to  our  right,  we  went  through  a 
paffage  to  the  left  that  led  to  an 
apartment,  where  we  in  vain  endea¬ 
voured  to  maintain  our  ground 
againft  a  hofi  of  bats,  that  finally 


obliged  us  to  refume  the  cotsrfe  of 
this  paffage,  which  led  by  many 
fteps  of  eafy  afeent,  and  many 
windings  round  their  centre,  to  the 
fummif  of  the  temple;  in  approach¬ 
ing  which  it  branches  off  to  the 
right  and  left,  the  latter  opening  to 
a  corridore,  within  which  was  a 
fantfiuary,  through  the  floor  of 
which  a  perforation  afforded  light 
to  a  part  of  the  temple  which  had 
not  fallen  under  our  obfervation. 
On  the  ceiling  of  this  corridore, 
which  is  about  twenty  feet  long, 
and  half  that  breadth,  is  a  curious 
female  figure  fculptured  in  relievo, 
reprefented  in  a  bent,  extended 
pofture.  The  limbs,  though  difi* 
proportioned,  are  particularly  beau¬ 
tiful  ;  it  is  in  the  highefi  preferva- 
tion,  and  worthy  peculiar  atten¬ 
tion.  By  feme  ileps  proje&iog 
from  the  rear  of  the  perifiyle,  we 
afeended  to  its  fummit,  whence  we 
commanded  a  fine  view  of  the 
country,  Ginnie,  our  camp,  and 
the  meanderings  of  the  river ;  in 
our  rear  was  a  fpacious  burial 
ground;  beyond  an  extenfive  de- 
fert.  The  intervening  difiance  to 
the  Nile,  was  covered  with  rufhes, 
and  a  thorny  weed  which  gave  the 
country  a  verdant  appearance,  and 
fupplied  the  place  of  a  luxuriant 
cultivation.  The  numerous  vil¬ 
lages,  each  fhaded  by  its  grove  of 
dates,  afforded  a  faint  conception 
of  an  Indian  feene,  but  the  fteri- 
litv  of  the  neighbouring  deferts 
that  bounded  the  contracted  land- 
fcape,  forbade  the  indulgence  of  the 
pleafing  companion. 

On  the  fiabs  are  cut  the  names 
®^f  feveral  French  travellers,  who 
vifited  the  place  in  1779,  and  one 
of  a  democrat,  dated  the  year 
eight. 

Leaning  over  the  temple,.!  diL 

covered 
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covered,  on  the  fillet,  a  Greek 
infeription  in  a  Hate  of  great  pre- 
fervation,  which  I  tranferibed, 
and  afterwards  reviled  from  below; 
unfortunately  the  information  it 
conveys  is  trifling,  and  the  obli¬ 
teration  of  a  part  prevents  its  be¬ 
ing  of  that  utility  I  had  at  firft 
anticipated. 

Though  we  had  afeended  by  the 
Hairs,  the  mound  of  ruins  on  one 
fide  prefsnted  a  more  ready  defeent; 
and  induftrioufly  profiting  of  the 
moment,  we  loll  no  time  in  com¬ 
pleting  our  obfervations. 

The  French  have  been  digging 
round,  and  within  the  temple,  in 
different  places,  to  afeertain  its  di- 
menfions,  and  we  were  indebted  for 
our  accefs  to  many  of  the  rooms,  to 
the  pains  taken  by  them  to  difeover 
their  entrances  ;  for  which  pur- 
pofe  they  have  removed  a  great 
deal  of  rubbifh.  The  whole  ex¬ 
terior  of  the  temple  is  in  a  per  fed: 
prefervation,  except  the  deface¬ 
ment  which  many  of  the  figures 
within  reach  have  fuffered.  On 
the  fouth  and  wed  faces  are  fome 
very  elegant  fpouts  for  carrying 
off  water,  iffuing  from  the  mouths 
of  couchant  lions,  decorated  with 
rams-horns.  The  whole  fummit 
of  the  temple  is  disfigured  by  heaps 
of  rubbifh,  and  fragments  of  walls, 
as  alfo  the  mounds  which  furround 
it,  which  probably  owe  their  exig¬ 
ence  to  a  colonade,  or  fome  range  of 
buildings  with  which  it  was  en- 
plofed,  and  which  are  now  buried. 
To  the  fouth-eaft,  at  fome  hundred 
yards  diftance,  is  a  ruined  gateway 
boafting  little  beauty  ;  it  is  fitu- 
ated  at  the  foot  of  the  eminence 
on  which  the  temple  is  built,  and 
being  almoft  beyond  the  range  of 
the  prefent  ruins,  might  have  be¬ 
longed  to  fome  other  edifice.  Some 


wretched  Arabs,  who  employ  them* 
felves  in  digging  amongft  the  ruins, 
brought  us  a  few  Roman  coins, 
which  we  purchafed. 

Though  we  had  been  federal 
hours  in  contemplating  the  beau¬ 
tiful  monument  before  us,  yet  we 
had  conceived  but  an  inadequate- 
idea  of  its  varied  perfections  ;  fo 
many  objects  occurred  to  arreft  our 
attention,  each  difeovering  fome 
peculiar  attraction,  that  it  would 
have  afforded  ample  occupation 
during  our  remaining  flay  at  Gin- 
rue,  to  have  bellowed  on  each  the 
confideration  they  merited;  a  cir- 
cumftance  which  greatly  damped 
the  anxiety  I  had  before  felt  to 
vifit  Thebes,  where  fuch  an  infi¬ 
nity  of  matter  prefents  itfelf  to  the 
inquifitive  traveller. 

Our  Indian  followers,  who  had 
attended  us,  beheld  the  feene  be¬ 
fore  them  with  a  degree  of  admi¬ 
ration  bordering  on  veneration, 
arifing  not  only  from  the  affinity 
they  traced  in  feveral  of  the  figures 
to  their  own  deities,  but  from  their 
conviction  of  its  being  the  work  of 
fome  Racfhas,  who  they  conceived 
had  vifited  the  earth  to  tranfmit  to 
an  admiring  polierity  a  teftimony 
of  fupernaturai  talents. 

I  (hall  difmifs  this  fubjeft  by 
obferving,  that  though  the  contem¬ 
plation  of  thefe  furprifing  monu¬ 
ments  of  the  genius  of  the  ancient 
Egyptians  creates  a  high  idea  of 
their  civilisation,  and  refpeft  for 
their  antiquity  and  progrefs  in  arts, 
it  is  obvious  they  are  greatly  in¬ 
debted  to  a  beneficent  providence, 
which  by  placing  them  in  a  tem¬ 
perature,  where  the  frequent  and 
ludden  tranfitions  of  climate  fel- 
dom  if  ever  occur,  has  given  to 
their  works  a  permanence  they 
could  never  have  derived  from 

the 
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the  combined  power  and  art  of 
span ;  though  it  muft  be  allowed, 
that  notwithstanding  the  apparent 
aridity  of  the  atmofphere,  owing 
to  the  almoft  perpetual  abfence  of 
rain,  the  exhalations  *  from  the 
circumjacent  inundation  are  fo 
great  as  to  occafion,  at  one  period 


of  the  year,  a  humidity  little  infe* 
rior  to  that  which  would  proceed 
from  a&ual  immerfion  ;  and  which 
in  their  confequences  would  equally 
affeft  that  brilliancy  of  colouring 
which  has  (lamped  a  charafter- 
iftic  pre-eminence  on  thefe  chef 
d' 'ceu<vres , 


*  It  is  an  opinion  in  Egypt,  that  the  fail  of  thefe  dews,  not  only  averts  the  plague,  but 
cures  thofe  who  are  affected  with  it. 

N.  B.  Snnnini,  in  vpl.  Ill,  of  his  travels  in  Egypt,  gives  very  correct  delineations  cf 
feqa5  °f  ffioft  remarkable  fculptures  of  this  temple, 
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Miscellaneous  Essays. 


Oft  certain  Critical  Remarks  by  Dr. 
Mrar  burton  and  M.  De  Voltaire , 
on  fame  Farts  of  Lord  Karnes's 
Writings . 

( From  Lord  Woodhoufelee* s  Memoirs 
of  Lord  Karnes.  J 

IT  was  a  well-known  failing  of 
Dr.  Warburton,  a  man  cer¬ 
tainly  of  very  uncommon  learning 
and  genius,  that,  prefuming  too 
much  on  the  fufficiency  of  his  own 
powers,  he  feemed  toconfider  hirn- 
felf  as  having  finally  decided  and 
fet  at  reft  every  topic  or  matter  of 
controverfy  which  he  ever  treated 
in  any  of  his  numerous  writings. 
Conceiving  that  Lord  Kames,  in 
his  Elements  of  Criticifrn,  when 
examining  the  quell  ion,  Whether 
ridicule  is  a  ted  of  truth?  had  at¬ 
tacked  his  opinions  on  that  fub- 
je<d,  as  if  no  other  man  had  ever 
written  on  it  but  himfelf,  he  takes 
every  opportunity  that  he  can  find 
to  treat  his  fuppofed  antagonid 
with  farcafm  and  abufe.  His  own 
notions  regarding  ridicule,  are  no 
other  than  what  had  been  main¬ 
tained  by  various  other  writers  as 
well  as  himfelf*;  nor  is  there  a 
fingle  expredion  of  the  author  of 


Elements  of  Criticifrn,  from  which 
it  can  be  prefumed,  that  he  had. 
ever  read  one  word  of  what  Dr* 
W^arburton  had  written  on  that 
fubjedl.  Indeed,  the  loofe  and  de- 
fultory  manner  in  which  the  latter 
treats  the  topic  in  quedion,  in  that 
extraordinary  piece  of  writing, 
entitled  a  Dedication  to  the  Free¬ 
thinkers,  (among  whom  we  dial! 
fee  he  clalTed  Lord  Kames),  pre-  ‘ 
fixed  to  his  great  work  of  The 
Divine  Legation,  &c.  was  not 
fuited  to  attract  the  attention  of  a 
metaphyfical  examiner.  It  is  there¬ 
fore  not  a  little  curious  to  remark 
the  indignant  air  with  which  the 
author  tepels  this  fuppofed  attack 
on  his  peculiar  opinions,  and  the 
high  drain  of  contempt  with  which 
he  treats  his  imagined  opponent. 

‘  The  author  of  a  late  book, 
called  Elements  of  Criticifrn,  fpeak- 
ing  of  men’s  various  opinions  con¬ 
cerning  the  ufe  of  ridicule,  pro¬ 
ceeds  againd  what  is  here  faid,  in 
the  following  manner;  — (  This 
difpute  has  produced  a  celebrated 
quedion,  Whether  ridicule  be,  or 
be  not,  a  ted  of  truth  ?  which, 
(fays  he)  dated  in  accurate  terms, 
is,  whether  the  fenfe  of  ridicule  be 
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the  proper  ted  for  diftinguiflung 
ridiculous  objects  from  thofe  that 
are  not  fo  ?  To  anfwer  the  ques¬ 
tion  with  precifion,  I  mud  prernife, 
that  ridicule  is  not  a  fubjeCt  of 
reafoning,  but  of  fenfe  or  tafte.* 
Vol.  ii.  p.  53,— The  critic  hav¬ 
ing  thus  changed  the  quedion, 
which  he  calls,  dating  it  in  accu¬ 
rate  terms  ;  and  obfcured  the  an¬ 
fwer,  which  he  calls,  giving  it 
with  precifion,  he  concludes,  ‘  that 
ridicule  is  not  only  the  bed,  but 
the  only  ted  of  truth.5 — Hisfecond 
change  of  the  quedion  is  a  new 
fubditution,  viz.  Whether  ridicule 
be  a  talent  to  be  ufed  or  employed 
at  all  ?  Of  which  he  fuppofes  me 
to  hold  the  negative.  What  elfe 
is  the  -  meaning  of  thefe  words, 
(  to  condemn  a  talent  for  ridicule, 
becaufe  it  may  be  converted  to 
wrong  purposes,  is  not  a  little  ri¬ 
diculous.  Could  one  forbear  to 
fmile  if  a  talent  for  reafoning  was 
condemned,  becaufe  it  alfo  may  be 
perverted  .?>  p.  57. — He  has  no 
reafon  to  fmile,  fare,  at  his  own 
mifreprefentation.  I  never  con¬ 
demned  a  talent  for  ridicule,  be¬ 
ta  ufe  it  may  be  abided. J  (Dedi¬ 
cation  to  Div.  Leg.  of  Mofes). — 
Might  not  Lord  Karnes  here  have 
put  a  quedion  ?  “  Did  I  ever 

charge  you  with  having  made  this 
mifreprefentation,  or  ever  take  no¬ 
tice  of  you  at  all,  in  the  difpute  ? 
Are  you  the  only  writer  who  has 
maintained  that  ridicule  is  not  a 
ted  of  truth  L  * 

Again,  in  a  note  of  Dr.  War- 
burton's  on  Lope’s  fecond  Dia¬ 
logue  of  th^/ Epilogue  to  the  Sa¬ 
tires,  ( Warburton’s  Pope’s  Works, 
vol.  iv.  p.  328.) 

G  facred  weapon  left  for  truth’s 
defence,  &c. 

T®-  all  but  heaven- directed  hands 
deny’d,  &«. 


f  Mr.  Henry  Home,  a  Lord  of 
Sefllon,  and  late  writer  of  a  book, 
entitled  Elements  of  Criticifm,  re¬ 
plies  to  this  charaHer  of  ridicule, 
as  follows : — f  Ridicule  is  but  a 
grofs  pl'eafure.  A  people,  it  is 
true,  mud  have  emerged  out  of 
barbarity,  before  they  can  have  a 
fade  for  ridicule.  But  it  is  too 
rough  an  entertainment  for  thofe 
who  are  highly  polifhed  and  re¬ 
fined.  Ridicule  is  banifhed  France, 
and  is  lofing  ground  daily  in  Eng¬ 
land.’- — This  oblervation  is  of  fo 
lingular  a  complexion,  that  one  can 
hardly  tell  whether  it  is  to  be 
taken  in  jed  or  earned.  By  highly 
polifhed  and  refined,  he  tells  us  he 
means  delicacy  of  tade  ;  but  as 
amongd  the  polite,  delicacy  is 
commonly  underdood  to  mean  fick- 
liriefs,  and  as,  according  to  this 
writer’s  decifion,  ridicule  is  the 
bed  ted  of  truth,  and  truth  and 
liberty  go  together,  when  he  talks 
of  ridicule  being  banifhed  France* 
his  condemnation  of  this  noble 
touchdone  of  truth  mud  be  alto¬ 
gether  ironical.  But  as,  on  tjje 
other  hand,  this  copious  writer  has 
compofed  three  large  volumes  to 
fubditute  taile  to  common  fenfe,  I 
fhouid  fuppofe  him  to  be  in  earn¬ 
ed.’ 

So  likewife  in  a  note  of  the  fame 
writer  on  the  Efiay  on  Man,  vol. 
iii.  p.  8. 

Superior  beings  when  oflate  they  faw, &c. 

*  And  here  let  me  take  notice  of 
a  new  fpecies  of  the  fublime,  of 
which  our  poet  may  be  juftly  faid 
to  be  the  maker;  fo  new,  that  we 
have  yet  no  name  for  it,  though 
of  a  nature  diftinCt  from  every 
other  beauty  of  poetry.  The  two 
great  perfections  in  works  of  ge¬ 
nius  are  wit  andfubiimity  :  many 

writers 
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writers  have  been  witty ;  feme 
have  been  fublime  ;  but  none  that 
I  know  of  befides  our  poet,  had 
the  art  to  incorporate  them ;  of 
which  he  had  given  many  exam¬ 
ples,  both  in  this  EfTay  and  in  his 
other  poems ;  one  of  the  nobleft 
being  the  paflage  in  queftion.  This 
fee  ms  to  be  the  laft  effort  of  the 
imagination  to  poetical  perfection ; 
and  in  this  compounded  excellence, 
the  wit  receives  a  dignity  from 
the  fublime,  and  the  fublime  a 
fplendor  from  the  wit,  which  in 
their  (late  of  feparate  exigence, 
they  neither  of  them  had.  Yet 
a  late  critic,  who  writes  with  the 
decifion  of  a  Lord  of  Seffion  on 
ParnafTus,  thinks  othervvife.— It 
inay  be  gathered  (fays  he)  from 
what  is  faid  above,  that  wit  and 
ridicule  make  not  an  agreeable 
mixture  with  grandeur.  Diffimi- 
lar  emotions  have  a  fine  effed;  in  a 
flow  fuccedion  ;  but  in  a  rapid  fuc- 
ceflion,  which  approaches  to  co- 
exiftence,  they  will  not  be  relifh- 
ed.*— -What  pity  it  is  that  the  poet 
iliould  here  confute  the  critic,  by 
doing  what  the  critic  with  his 
rules,  teaches  us  cannot  be  done. 
Boileau,  who  was  both  a  poet  and 
a  critic,  had  a  clear  view  of  this 
excellence  in  idea  ;  while  the  mere 
critic  had  no  idea  of  what  had  been 
clearly  fet  before  his  eyes : 

4<  On  petit  eire  a  la  fois  et  pompeux  et 
plaii'ant, 

Et  je  hais  un  fublime  ennuyeux  etpefant.” 

Evesy  one  mull  be  fcnfible  that 
the  queflion  here  difputed  can  be 
determined  only  by  an  appeal  to 
leeling  :  and  notwithftanding  the 
concurring  opinion  of  Warburton 
and  Boileau,  it  is  probable  there 
may  frill  be  many  good  judges 
who  will  agree  with  Lord  Karnes 
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in  condemning  this  new  kind  of 
fublime,  which  the  poet  is  here 
faid  to  have  had  the  merit  of  in¬ 
venting,  (though  the  paflage  from 
Boileau  proves  the  contrary),  and 
which  his  commentator  extols  as 
the  laft  effort  towards  poetical 
perfe&ion.  The  impreflion  made 
by  wit  is  of  a  light  and  playful 
kind;  circum  prtecordia  ludit,  that 
made  by  fublimity  is  grave  and 
powerfully  affecting.  Thefe  ina« 
prefiions,  fo  different  in  their  na¬ 
ture,  cannot  aid  each  other  by 
union,  but  muft  mutually  deflroy 
each  other’s  influence.  It  has  been 
juftly  obferved,  that  Lympha  ptu 
dicaDeum  vidit  et  erubuit,  (which 
was  not  invented  by  Pope),  would 
be  an  ingenious  piece  of  wit,  if  it 
did  not  excite  too  folemn  an  emo¬ 
tion  ;  and  it  would  be  fublime, 
were  it  not  for  its  wit.  As  it  is, 
the  thought  is  neither  a  good  ex¬ 
ample  of  wit  nor  of  fublimity : 
and  the  fame  obfervation,  if  I  do 
not  much  miflake,  will  apply  to 
the  paflage  which  gave  rife  to  this 
criticifm  ;  in  which,  the  thought 
of  the  (< angels  fhewinga  Newton, 
as  men  (how  an  ape/"  is  neither 
truly  dignified,  nor  truly  witty  ; 
but  an  unnatural  and  fantaftic 
compound,  quite  unworthy  of  the 
general  good  take  of  the  poet.  In 
this,  as  in  feveral  ether  inflances, 
the  commentator  has  truly  done 
his  author  no  fervice  by  his  mif- 
placed  encomium  :  the  latter  might 
fay  to  him  here  with  fome  juftiee, 
Pol,  me  occidiftis,  amice. 

Again,  in  tile  fir  ft  note  on  the 
Dunciad, 

{t  The  mighty  mother,”  Sco. 

f  The  author  of  Elements  of 
Cricitifm,  fits  from  time  to  time 
on  our  poets,  whom  he  tries  by 

critical 
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critical  roles  which  he  has  invent¬ 
ed,  and  laid  down  for  the  purpofe 
of  his  general  vdfttation  ot  Englifti 
poets  and  poetry. — c  The  author 
(Pope),  fays  he,  is  guilty  of  much 
greater  deviation  from  the  rule. 
Dulnefs  may  be  imagined  a  deity 
or  idol,  to  be  worfhipped  by  bad 
writers:  but  then  fome  fort  of  dif¬ 
guife  is  requiftte,  feme  baftard  vir¬ 
tue  molt  be  bellowed,'  to  give  this 
idol  a  plaufible  appearance*  Yet 
in  the  Dtinciad,  dulnefs,  without 
the  leafb  difguife,  is  made  the  ob- 
jedl  of  worfhip*  The  mind  re- 
jefts  fuch  a  fiction  as  unnatural. — 
But  is  there  no  baftard  virtue  (fays 
Warburton)  in  the  mighty  mother 
of  fo  numerous  an  offspring,  which 
fhe  takes  care  to  bring  to  the  ears 
of  kings  ?  Her  votaries  would, 
for  this  fingle  virtue,  prefer  her 
influence  to  Apollo  and  the  nine 
inufes.  Is  there  no  baftard  virtue 
in  the  peace  of  which  the  poet 
makes  her  the  author  ? — ‘  The 
goddefs  bade  Britannia  deep.* — 
Is  fhe  not  celebrated  for  her  beauty, 
another  baftard  virtue? — ‘  Fate 
this  fait  idiot  gave,’  &c.- — But  of 
all  her  baftard  virtues,  her  free- 
thinking,  the  virtue  which  fhe 
anxioufly  propagates  amongft  her 
followers  in  the  4th  book,  might, 
one  would  think,  have  been  fuffi- 
cient  to  have  covered  the  poet  from 
this'  cenfure.*  [Here  the  critic 
betrays  in  plain  words  the  radical 
ground  of  his  enmity.  He  had 
heard  Lord  Karnes  vulgarly  report¬ 
ed  as  one  of  the  fceptical  writers  ; 
and  without  farther  examination 
or  acquaintance  with  his  works, 
he  chimes  in  with  the  vulgar  re¬ 
port.] — c  But,  (continues  he^,  had 
Mr.  Pope  drawn  his  goddefs  with¬ 
out  the  lead  difguife,  it  had  not 
fig  aided  a  rufh.  Difguifed  or  un. 


difguifed,  the  poem  had  been  nfci* 
ther  better  norworfe;  and  he  has 
fecured  it  from  being  reje&ed  as 
unnatural,  by  ten  thoufand  beau¬ 
ties  of  nature.* — Now,  what  is  all 
this  to  fay  ?  The  critic  firft  ad¬ 
mits  the  propriety  of  the  rule, 
which  Lord  Karnes  is  faid  to  have 
<(  invented  for  his  own  purpofe,*' 
by  endeavouring  to  prove,  in  op- 
pofition  to  him,  the  confonance  of 
that  very  imagined  perfonage,  the 
goddefs  of  dulnefs,  to  that  rule,  as 
being  endowed  with  many  baftard 
virtues  ;  and  afterwards,  being  re- 
folved  to  juftify  his  favourite  au¬ 
thor,  at  all  hazards,  he  concludes 
with  his  own  ditffum,  that  it  is  of 
no  confequence  whether  the  pidlure 
had  been  confonant  to  this  ftandard 
or  not;  for  however  faulty  in  one 
particular,  the  poet  had  redeemed 
this  fault  "by  a  thoufand  beauties. 
Does  this  prove,  againft  Lord 
Kames,  that  the  fault  itfelf  is  a 
beauty,  or  even  that  it  is  of  no 
confequence  ? 

With  refpedt  to  M.  de  Voltaire, 
Lord  Kames  was  guilty  of  a  com¬ 
plicated  offence  of  a  very  heinous 
nature.  He  had  cenfured  the  Hen. 
riade  as  cold  and  unnatural,  from 
its  treating  its  incidents  too  little 
in  detail,  Elem.  of  Crit.  vol.  ii. 
p.  333.  He  had  blamed  the  ac¬ 
tion  as  being  too  recent,  and  con- 
fequently  too  familiar,  Ibid.  p. 
382.  He  had  found  great  fault 
with  the  introduction  of  the  ima¬ 
ginary  perfonages  of  Sleep,  Dif- 
cord,  Fanaticifm,  &c.  ;  and  he  had 
pronounced  on  the  whole,  that  the 
Henriade  muft  be  a  fhort-lived 
poem.  Ibid.  p.  389.  This,  no 
doubt,  was  a  very  heavy  aCl  of 
aggrefiion  in  the  critic.  But  he 
had  dared,  moreover,  to  extol 
Shakefpeare,  for  his  exquiftte 
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.knowledge  of  human  nature,  and 
fkill  in  touching  the  paffions ; 
while  in  fome  inftances,  he  cen- 
fured,  in  thofe  refpe&s,  the  great 
matters  of  the  French  drama,  Ra¬ 
cine  and  Corneille.  The  offence 
was  altogether  of  a  nature  quite 
unpardonable :  we  fhall  give  a  fpe- 
cimen  of  Voltaire's  revenge.  He 
had  criticifed  with  great  freedom 
thefe  writers  of  his  own  country, 
in  a  thoufand  inftances,  himfelf ; 
and  he  had  once  been  the  moft  ar¬ 
dent  of  Shakefpeare’s  panegyrifts. 

4  Un  Grand  Juge  d’Ecoffe,  qui 
a  fait  imprimer  des  Elemens  de 
Critique  Anglaife,  en  trois  vo¬ 
lumes,  dans  lefquels  on  trouve  des 
reflexions  judicieufes  et  fines,  a 
pourtant  eu  le  malheur  de  comparer 
la  premiere  fcene  du  monftre  nom¬ 
ine  Hamlet  a  la  premiere  fcene  du 
chef-d'oeuvre  de  notre  Iphigenie. 
11  affirme  que  ces  vers  d’ Areas, 

*  Avez-vous  dans  les  airs  entendu  quelquQ 

bruit? 

Les  vents  nous  auraient-iis  exauces  cette 
nu  it  ? 

Mais  tout  dort,  et  1’  armee,  et  les  vents, 

et  Neptune  j — « 

*  ne  valent  pas  cette  repenfe  vraie 
et  convenable  du  fentinelle  dans 
Hamlet:  Je  n’ai  pas  entendu  une 
fouris  trotter. — Oui  Montteur,  un 
foldat  peut  repondre  ainfi  dans  un 
corps-de-garde  ;  mais  non  pas  fur 
le  theatre,  devant  les  premieres 
perfonnes  d’une  nation,  qui  s’ex- 
priment  noblement,  et  devant  qui 
ii  faut  s’exprimer  de  meme. — Que 
ee  folaat  ait  vu  ou  n'ait  pas  vu 
patter  de  fouris,  cet  evenement  eft 
tres  inutile  £  la  tragedie  d’ Ham¬ 
let  ;  ce  n’eft  qu’un  difeours  de 
Gilies,  un  proverbe  bas,  qui  ne 
peut  faire  aucun  effet.  11  y  a 
toujours  une  raifon  pour  laquelle 
toute  beaute  eft  beaute,  et  toute 

Vol.  XLIX.  or  Vol.  VII.  Ne 


fottife  eft  fottife.' — Lettre  de  M. 
de  Voltaire  a  1’Academ‘ie  Fran- 
£aife. 

‘  Ce  Monfieur  Home,  Grand 
Juge  d’Ecofle,  enfeigne  la  maniere 
de  faire  parler  les  heros  d’une  tra¬ 
gedie  avec  efprit :  et  voici  un 
exemple  remarquable  qu’il  rapporte 
de  la  tragedie  de  Henri  IV.  du 
divinShakefpeare.  Ledivin  Shakef- 
peare  introduit  milord  Falftaff,  chef 
de1  Juftice,  qui  vient  de  prendre 
prifonnier  le  chevalier  Jean  Cole- 
vile,  et  qui  le  prefente  au  roi ~ 
((  Sire,  le  voila;  je  vous  le  livre; 
je  fupplie  votre  grace  de  faire  en- 
fegiftrer  ce  fait  d'armes  parmi  les 
autres  de  cette  journee,  ou  pardieu 
je  le  ferai  mettre  dans  une  balade 
a  vec  mon  portrait  a  la  tete ;  on 
verra  Colevile  i^e  baifanc  les  pieds. 
Voila  ce  que  je  ferai,  fi  vous  ne 
rendez  pas  magloire  auffi  brillante 
qu’une  piece  de  deux  fous  doree/* 
&c„- — C’eft  cet  abfurde  et  abomi¬ 
nable  galimatias,  tres-frequent  dans 
le  divin  Shakefpeare,  que  M.  Jean 
Home  propofe  pour  le  modele  du 
bon  gout  et  de  1 ’efprit  dans  la  tra¬ 
gedie.  Mais  en  recompenfe,  M. 
Home  trouve  ITphigenie  et  la 
Phedre  de  Racine  extremement 
ridicules.’ — L’Homme  aux  xlEcus, 
Note  (f.) 

‘  Permettez  moi  de  vous  fou- 
mettre  quelqties  fingularites  curl- 
eufes  de  l’Effai  fur  la  Critique,  en 
trois  volumes,  de  M.  Home,  Lord 
Makaims,  (c’eft  le  titre  d’un  des 
Juges  de  Paix  en  Ecoffe.)  On  ne 
peut  avoir  une  plus  profonde  con- 
noiflance  de  la  nature  et  des  arts 
que  ce  philofophe,  et  il  fait  tons 
fes  efforts  pour  que  le  morale  fait 
auffi  favant  que  lui.  II  nous  prouve 
d’abord  que  nous  avons  cinq  fens, 
et  que  nous  fentons  moihs  Pim- 
preffion  douce  faite  fur  nos  yeux 
/  Series.  *  L  1  et 
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et  fur  nos  oreilles  par  ks  couleurs 
et  par  les  Tons,  que  nous  ne  fentons 
un  grand  coup  fur  la  jambe  ou  fur 
la  tete.  II  nous  inftruit  de  la 
difference  que  tout  homrae  eprouve 
entre  une  fimple  emotion  et  une 
paffion  de  1’ame;  il  nous  apprend 
que  les  femmes  paffent  quelquefois 

de  la  pit ie  a  l'amour. - -De-la, 

paffant  a  la  mefure  du  terns  et  de 
1’efpace,  M.  Home  conclut  mathe- 
inatiquement  que  le  terns  eft  long 
pour  une  ftlle  qu’om  va  marier,  et 
court  pour  un  horame  qu’on  va 
pendre :  puis  il  donne  des  defini¬ 
tions  de  la  beaute  et  du  fublime. 
li  connait  ft  bien  la  nature  de  l’une 
et  de  Pautre,  qu’il  reprouve  totale- 
inent  ces  beaux  vers  d’Athalie, 

i  La  douceur  de  fa  voix,  foil  eafancd,  fa 
grace,  &c. 

*  Il  trouve  que  le  rponologue  de 
•Dom  Diegue,  dans  le  Cid, 

}  O  rage  !  O  defefpoir !  O  vieiiltife 
ennemie  !  &c. 

1  eft  un  morceau  deplace  et  hors 
d’ceuvre,  dans  lequel  Dom  Diegue 
ne  dit  rien  de  ce  qu’il  doit  dire. 
Mais  en  recompenfe,  le  critique 
nous  avertit  que  les  monologues 
de  Shakefpeare  font  les  feuls  mo- 
deles  a  fuivre,  e£  qu’il  ne  connoit 
rien  de  ft  parfait.  Il  en  donne  un 
bel  exemple,  tire  de  la  t  raged  ie 
d'Hamlet : 

*  Oil  ft  ma  chair  trop  ferme,  ici  peuvait 

fe  fondre, 

£e  degelsr,  couler,  fe  refoudre  en  rosee,  See. 

5  Ouelques  kdfeurs  feront  furpris 
peut-etre  des  jugemens  de  M. 
Home  Lord  Makainls ;  et  quel- 
ques  Fran^ais  peurront  dire  que 
(jilks  dans  une  foire  de  province 
Hexprimerait  avec  plus  de  decence 
et  de  nobleffe  que  le  Prince  Ham¬ 
let. — C’eft  avec  le  maUe  gofit  et 


la  m^me  jufteffe  qu’il  trouve  ce 
vers  de  Racine  ridiculement  am* 
poulle : 

e  Mais  tout  dort,  <rt  l’armee,  et  Ics  ves&, 
et  Neptune. 

f  M.  Home  porte  ainfi  fur  tons 
les  arts  des  jugemens  qui  pourraient 
nous  paraitre  extraordinaires.  C’eft: 
un  eftet  admirable  des  progres  de 
l’efprit  humain,  qu’aujourdhui  i! 
nous  vienne  d’Ecoffe  des  regies  de 
gout  dans  tons  ks  arts,  depuis  le 
p'ceme  epique  jufqu’au  jardinage* 
L’efprit  humain  s’etend  tous  les 
jours,  et  nous  ne  devons  pas  defef- 
perer  de  recevoir  bientot  des  poeti- 
ques  et  des  rhetoriques  des  lies 
Oreades.  Il  eft  vrai  qu’on  aime- 
rait  mieux  encore  voir  de  grands 
artiftes  dans  ces  pays-la,  que  de 
grands  raifbnneufs  furies  arts.  Il 
eft  aise  de  dire  fon  avis  fur  le  TaiTe 
et  PAriofte,  fur  Michel- Ange  efi 
Raphael ;  il  n’eft  pas  ft  aise  de  les 
imiter:  et  il  faut  avouer,  qu’au¬ 
jourdhui  nous  avons  plus  befoiu 
d’exemples  que  de  preceptes,  aufti 
bien  en  France  qu’en  Ecoffe.  Au 
refte,  ft  M.  Home  eft  ft  fevere 
envers  tous  nos  meilleurs  auteurs, 
et  ft  indulgent  envers  Shakefpeare, 
il  faut  avouer  qu’il  ne  traite  pas 
mieux  Virgile  et  Horace.  M. 
Home  donne  toujours  fon  opinion 
pour  une  loi,  et  il  etend  fon  defpo- 
tifme  fur  tous  les  objets.  C’eft  un 
juge  a  qui  tou  res  ks  caufes  reffor- 
tiftent.  Ses  arrets  fur  1’architec- 
ture  et  fur  les  jardins  .ne  nous  per- 
raettent  pas  de  douter  qu’il  ne  foit 
de  tous  les  magiftrats  d’Ecolfe  le 
mieux  loge,  et  qu’il  n’ait  le  plus 
beau  pare.  Il  trouve  les  bofquets 
de  Verfailles  ridicules ;  mais  s’il 
fait  jamais  un  voyage  en  France, 
on  lui  fera  les  honneurs  de  Ver- 
failles,  os*  fera  jouer  les  eaux  pour 
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lui,  on  le  promenera  dans  les  bof- 
quets,  et  peut-etre  alors  nefera-t-il 
pas  ft  degoute.  Apres  cela,  s’il  fe 
mocque  des  bofquets  de  Verfailles, 
et  des  tragedies  de  Racine,  nous  le 
fbuffrirons  volontiers  :  nous  favons 
que  chacun  a  fon  gout,’  &ce— Let- 
tre  a  un  Journalise, 

To  thefe  critical  remarks  of  M. 
de  Voltaire,  there  is  nothing  to 
reply.  We  can  do  no  more  than 
agree  cordially  in  the  lad  fenli- 
ment  he  expreftes,  que  chacun  a  fon 
out . 


Original  Letters* 

(From  Beloe* s  Anecdotes  of  Litera¬ 
ture  and  fcarce  Books.) 

Thefe  letters  which  follow,  are 
too  honourable  to  our  national  cha¬ 
racter  to  require  any  apology  for 
their  infertion. 

'  .  / 

From  Lord  Mint o  to  the  Cardinal  of 

York. 

De  Vienne ,  9  Feb.  I  800. 

Monfeigneur, 

J’ai  re$u  les  ordres  de  fa 
Majefte  le  Roi  de  la  Grande  Bre¬ 
tagne  de  faire  remettre  a  votre 
Eminence  la  fomme  de  deux  mille 
livres  fterling,  et  daflurer  V.  E. 
qu’en  acceptant  cette  marque  de 
l’interet  et  de  l’eftime  de  S.M.  elle 
lui  fera  un  fenlible  plaiftr.  11  m’eft 
en  meme  terns  ordonne  de  faire 
part  a  V.  E.  des  intention  deS.M. 
de  lui  tranfmettre  urie  pareille 
fomme  de  2,000/.  fterling  au  mois 
de  Juillet  ft  les  circonftances  de« 
nreuroient  tellesque  V.E.continuat 
a  la  deftrer. 

J’ai  done  l’honneur  de  la  preve- 


nir  que  la  fomme  de  2,000/.  fterling 
eft  difpofee  a  la  maifon  de  Meft'rs, 
Coutts  et  Compagnie  Banquters,  a 
Londres,  a  la  difpofttion  de  votre 
Eminence.  En  executant  les  or- 
dres  du  Roi  mon  Maitre  V.  E.  me 
rendra  la  juftice  de  croire  que  je 
fuis  infiniment  fenfible  a  1’honneur 
d’etre  1’organe  des  fentimens  nobles 
et  touchans,  qui  ont  dicte  a  S.  M. 
la  demarche  dont  elle  a  daigne  me 
charger,  et  qui  lui  ont  ete  infpires, 
dun  cote  par  fes  propes  vertus  et 
de  l’autre  tant  par  les  qualites 
eminantes  de  la  perfonne  augufte 
qui  en  eft  l’objet  que  par  fon  deftr 
de  reparer  par  tour  6u  il  eft  poftible, 
les  defaftres  dans  lefquels  le  fleau 
nniverfel  de  nos  jours  a  paru  vou- 
loir  entrainer  par  preference,  tout 
ce  qui  eft  le  plus  digne  de  venera¬ 
tion  et  de  refpeft. 

Je  prie  V.  E.  d’agreer  les  affu- 
rances  de  mes  hommages  refpect- 
ueux  et  de  la  veneration  profonde 
avec  laquellc. 

J’ai  l’honneur 

De  votre  Eminence 
Le  tres  humble  et  tres  obeiffant 
Servifeur, 

(Signe)  Mxnto, 

Env.  Ex.  Sc  Min.  Plen.  de  S.  M.B. 

A  la  Cour  de  Vienne. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  John  Cox 
Hippifeyi  Bart,  to  the  Cardinal  of 
York . 

Sir, 

I  truft  your  Eminence  will 
do  me  y€  juftice  to  believe  that  I 
was  not  infen ftble  to  the  honor  of 
receiving  fo  flattering  a  proof  of 
yr  gracious  confideration  as  that 
which  1  was  favor'd  with,  dated 
2b,h  of  laft  month,  from  the  bofom 
of  ye  conclave. 

*  LI  2 
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<c  The  mercilefs  fcourge  of  the 
prefent  age,”  (as  my  friend  Lord 
Minto  has  fo  judly  obferved)  has 
lingled  out  as  the  fird  object  of  its 
vengeance,  every  thing  that  is  mod 
worthy,  and  heft  entitled  to  our 
veneration  and  refped.’  The  Infi¬ 
dels  in  Religion,  but  Zealots  in 
Anarchy,  whofe  malignity  purfued 
the  facred  remains  of  Pius  ye  Great 
even  beyond  the  grave,  affuredly 
would  not  exempt  from  their  re¬ 
in  or  felefs  perfection  the  venerable 
perfon  of  the  Cardinal  of  York  ! 

Severe  as  have  been  your  Emi¬ 
nence’s  fufferings,  they  will,  never- 
'thelefs,  find  fome  alleviation  in  the 
general  fympathy  of  the  Britifh 
nation  with  all  didinction  of  par¬ 
ties  ;  with  all  differences  of  com¬ 
munion  :  among  all  conditions  of 
men  but  one  voice  is  heard  ;  all 
breathe  one  applauding  fenriment  ; 
all  blefs  the  gracious  aft  of  the 
Sovereign  in  favour  of  his  illuftri- 
ous  but  unfortunate  relation  ! 

Your  Eminence  greatly  over¬ 
values  the  humble  part  which  has 
fallen  to  my  lot,  in  common  with 
my  worthy  friend  Mr.  Stuart.  The 
caufe  of  differing  humanity  never 
wants  fupporters  in  the  country 
with  which  I  know,  Sir,  you  feel 
a  generous  pride  in  being  connected. 
The  facred  miniftcrs  of  religion, 
exiled  and  driven  from  their  altars, 
find  refuge  and  fecurity  in  Britain. 
The  unfortunate  Princes  ofyehoufe 
of  Bourbon  here  too  found  an  afylum 
under  the  hofpi table  roof  of  the 
royal  ancedors  of  the  Cardinal  of 
York:  and  when  every  dignified 
virtue  that  can  damp  worth  on 
human  nature  is  outraged  in  the 
venerable  perfon  of  the  Cardinal  of 
York  himfelf — 

Againft  fuch  cruelties 
(<  With,  inward  coniulaUous  recompens’d,” 


here  alfo  an  inviolable  fancluary  is 
unfolded  in  the  kindred  bofom  of 
our  benevolent  Sovereign ! 

It  is  incumbent  on  me  to  atted, 
that  in  the  frequent  communication 
Mr.  Stuart  and  myfelf  have  had 
with  the  King’s  Miniflers  on  this 
fubjed,  they  have  uniformly  ex- 
preffed  their  firm  opinion,  that  Hk 
Majefly  will  think  himfelf  happy 
in  repeating  the  fame  gracious  at¬ 
tention  to  his  royal  relation1,  and  in 
the  fame  proportion,  as  long  as  his 
unfortunate  circumftances  have  a 
claim  to  them.  I  can  alfo,  with 
equal  confidence,  allure  your  Emi¬ 
nence,  that  your  reply  to  my  Lord 
Minto  has  given  as  much  fatisfac- 
tion  to  the  King’s  Miniflers,  as  it, 
doubtlefs,  has  excited  in  the  bene¬ 
volent  mind  of  His  Majefly  him¬ 
felf. 

Mr.  Stuart  unites  with  me  in 
every  heartfelt  wifh  for  your  Emi¬ 
nence’s  health  and  happinefs,  equally 
flattered  with  myfelf  by  your  Emi¬ 
nence’s  condefcenfion  and  gracious 
acceptance  of  our  humble  atten¬ 
tions. 

With  the  mod  perfed  confidera- 
tion  and  profound  refped, 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c* 
(Signed)  J.  C.  Hipp islet* 

Grofvenor  St.  London , 

3  1  Ji  March . 

I  think  it  necelTary  to  fay,  that 
the  order  upon  Mr.  Coutts’s  houfe 
was  immediately  paid,  in  full  ac¬ 
quittance  of  the  little  temporary 
advance  in  anticipation  of  the  gra¬ 
cious  ad;  of  His  Majefly. 

From  the  Cardinal  of  York  to  Lord 
Minto . 

With  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Oakly, 
who  lias  been  this  morning  with 
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me,  I  have  received  by  his  dif- 
courfes,  and  much  more  by  your 
letters,  fo  many  tokens  of  your 
regard,  lingular  conlideration  and 
attention  for  my  perfon,  that  oblige 
me  to  abandon  all  fort  of  cere¬ 
mony,  and  begin  abruptly  to  af* 
fure  you,  my  dear  Lord,  that  your 
letters  have  been  mod  acceptable 
to  me  in  all  fihapes  and  regards.  I 
did  not  in  the  lead  doubt  of  the 
noble  way  of  thinking  of  your  ge¬ 
nerous  and  beneficent  Sovereign  : 
but  1  did  not  expedt  to  fee,  in 
writing,  fo  many  and  fo  obliging 
exprelfions  that,  well  calculated  by 
the  perfons  who  receive  them  and 
underhand  their  force,  imprefs  in 
their  minds  a  moil  lively  fenfe  of 
tendernefs  and  gratitude  ;  which, 
I  own  to  you,  oblige  me  more  than 
the  generofity  fponraneoully  im¬ 
parted.  I  am,  in  reality,  at  a  lofs 
to  exprefs,  in  writing,  all  the  fen- 
timents  of  ray  heart,  and,  for  that 
reafon,  leave  it  entirely  to  the  in- 
tereft  you  take  in  all  that  regards 
my  perfon,  to  make  known  in  an 
energetical  and  convenient  manner 

C 

all  I  fain  would  fay  to  exprefs 
my  thankfulnefs,  which  may  ea- 
fdy  be  by  you  comprehended,  after 
having  perufed  the  contents  of  this 
letter. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  to 
have  indicated  to  me  the  way  I 
may  write  unto  Coutts,  the  Court 
Banker,  and  lhall  follow  your 
friendly  infinuations.  In  the  mean 
time,  I  am  very  defirous  that 
you  fhould  be  convinced  of  my 
fentiments  of  fincere  efieem  and 
friendfhip,  with  which,  my  dear 
Lord,  with  all  my  heart  I  em¬ 
brace  you. 

^Signed)  Henry  Cardinal. 


J Fit's  Mijirie  and  the  World* s  Mad- 
nejft. 

( From  the  f  ame.) 

u  Di {'covering  the  Devils  in¬ 
carnate  of  this  age.  1596. *’ 

I  know  of  no  other  copy  of  this 
Tra<5V  but  that  in  the  polfeftion  of 
Mr.  George  Chalmers. 

This  deferves  on  every  account 
a  particular  defcription. 

The  old  Serpent  the  Devill,  is 
reprefented  as  fending  out  into  the 
world  feven  Devils  to  draw  the 
world  to  capital  finne,  as  God  had 
appointed  feven  capital  Angels. 

“  Of  Sathan’s  minifters,  Levi¬ 
athan  is  the  fir  ft,  that  tempteth 
with  pride;  Mammon  the  fecond, 
that  attempteth  by  avarice;  Af- 
modeus  the  third,  that  feduceth  by 
leeherie ;  Beelzebub  the  fourth, 
that  inciteth  to  envie  ;  Baalberith 
the  filth,  that  provoketh  to  ire  ; 
Beelphegor  the  fixth,  that  rnoveth 
gluttony  ;  Aftaroth  the  feventh, 
that  induceth  floth  and  idlenes. 

“  Thefe  feven  capitall  finnes 
fent  out  into  the  world  wanted  no 
allurements  to  bewitch  the  eie,  no 
oratory  to  feduce  the  eare,  no  Tub- 
tilty  to  afted  the  fenfes :  fo  that 
finally  feazing  on  the  hearts  of 
men,  and  wedded  to  their  thoughts, 
they  have  brought  foorth  many 
and  pernicious  children,  to  the 
generall  mifchief  of  all  nations/1 
The  Author  firft  defcribes  the 
fearful  race  of  Leviathan. 

,His  firft  fonne  is  Vainglory. 
<(  The  next  fonne  Leviathan  prc- 
fenteth  is  Ambition,  catching  at 
nothing  but  ftars,  diming  for  no¬ 
thing  but  crownes.” 

“  Let  us  fee  the  third  devil  in¬ 
carnate  which  Leviathan  hath 
*  L  1  3  brought 
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"brought  foorth  to  corrupt  and 
haunt  this  world  ;  and  who  is  he, 
think  you.  Forfooth  no  begger, 
but  a  gallant  of  the  firft  bead, 
called  Bolting.” 

(i  Next  him  mareheth  Hypo- 
criiie,  in  a  long  gowne  like  a 
fcholler.” 

((  Another  fonne  hath  he,  and 
his  name  is  Curiofitie.” 

c(  Another  fonne  Leviathan 
hath,  that  deferves  difcovering, 
for  of  all  the  children  his  father 
hath,  he  is  molt  befriended  and 
lealt  fufpedfted  ;  his  name  is  Super¬ 
fluous  Invention,  or  as  fome  tearme 
him.  Novel  Monger  in  Fafhions.” 

(i  But. let  us  leave  this  devil  at 
his  cutting  bord,  intentive  for  new 
fafhions  againft  next  Chriftmas, 
and  fee  what  divel  and  fonne  of 
pride  mareheth  next;  forfooth  In¬ 
gratitude.” 

i(  The  next  Harpie  of  this 
breed  is  Scandale  and  Detraction.” 

u  Another  divel  of  this  age, 
and  the  fonne  of  Leviathan,  is 
Adulation'.” 

i(  Behold  next  I  fee  Contempt 
marching  foorth,  giving  me  the 
Fico  with  his  thombe  in  his  mouth 
for  concealing  him  fo  long  from 
your  eie  fight. 

The  Author  next  proceeds  to 
deferibe  the  <{rftrange  and  miracu¬ 
lous  devils  ingendered  by  Mam* 
mon.”  “  The  difcovery  of  Af- 
modeus  and  his  lecherous  race  of 
*  devils  incarnate.” 

Next  he  tells  of  the  “  great 
devill  Belzebub,  and  what  mon- 
flrous  and  ft  range  devils  he  hath 
bred  in  our  ageP” 

The  following  chapter  is  of  the 
Incarnate  monfters  begotten  by 
the  arch  devill  Baalberith.  This 
is  fucceeded  by  a  defeription  of  the 
**  Intemperate  and  unnatural  de- 
6 


vils  raifed  by  Beelphegor,  Prince 
of  Belly  Cheere.”  The  conclud¬ 
ing  chapter  is  on  “  The  lumpifh 
and  heavy  fiends  begotten  by  the 
arch-devil,  Aftaroth.” 

But  it  remains  to  give  a  fpeci- 
men  of  the  ftyle  and  manner  of 
the  Author.  This  I  take  from 
the  chapter  which  difeufles  the 
paffion  of  envy,  as  containing 
many  curious  obfervations  on  the 
writers  who  were  contemporary 
with  Lodge. 

Of  the  great  devill  Belzebub ,  and 

what  monjiroui  and ftrange  devills 

he  hath  bred  in  our  age* 

Belzebub  the  envious,  grand 
God  of  flies,  Archduke  of  Grecian 
fantafies,  and  patron  of  the  Phari- 
fees,  thou  prince  of  devils.  I  muft 
ftraine  your  patience  a  little  to 
reckon  by  your  pedigree ;  and 
though  your  infefting  Cain,  per¬ 
verting  Efau,  feducing  Saul,  in- 
cenfing  Abfalon,  and  gathering  all 
the  herefies  in  the  church  were 
enough  to  condemn  your  homes  to 
be  fa  wed  off  your  head  for  villanie; 
yet  it  (hall  fuffice  mee  to  find  out 
the  beginning  of  your  {inful  pro¬ 
genie.  Your  wife  I  trow  was 
Jealoufie  the  daughter  of  a  corrupt 
fpirit,  who  could  never  find  in  her 
heart  to  drefs  herfelf,  for  feare  a 
pin  fhould  kill  her,  nor  looke  into 
the  aire  for  feare  fhe  fhould  bee 
biafted,  nor  drink  of  water,  in 
doubt  die  fhould  be  poifoned :  Gad 
amercy  for  that  nod,  .  horned  beaft, 
for  it  fhowes  thy  confeffion.  Wei 
then  Jealoufie  thy  wife,  how  were 
thy  childre  gotten  forfooth  it  for¬ 
tuned  (as  fome  poetical  humor  in- 
fpires  me)  that  being  vexed  with 
a  fever  and  paffion  of  the  fpleen, 
thou  wert,  by  the  advice  of  wrath 
(the  phiftion  in  ordinary  in  thy 

houfehold) 
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houfeholdj  let  blood  on  the  back 
of  thy  hand,  in  that  vaine  which 
is  next  the  little  finger,  out  of 
which,  having  gathered  much 
blood,  Jealoufie  (that  was  hill 
afraid  of  thee,  and  fhunned  thy 
company  for  fear  in  iubberlepping 
her  thou  fhouldft  prefs  her  to  death) 
drunk  up  this  corrupt  excrement 
falling,  and  after  one  ftollen  kiffe 
from  thy  mouth,  fell  in  fuch  fort  a 
fvveiling,  that  within  the  fpace  of 
one  month,  at  one  birth  (now  the 
devill  bleffe  them)  brought  thee 
forth  thefe  Tons  as  I  orderly  def- 
cribe  the.  The  firft  by  Sathan 
(his  grandfire)  was  called  Hare 
Vertue,  or  in  words  of  more  cir- 
cumflance,  forrow  ior  another 
man’s  good  fuccefie,  who,  after  he 
had  learnt  to  lie  of  Lucian,  to  flat¬ 
ter  with  Ariflippus,  and  conjure 
of  Zoroafter,  wandered  awhile  in 
Fraunce,  Germanie,  and  Italy,  to 
learn  languages  and  fafhions,  and 
now  of  late  daies  is  floln  into  Eng¬ 
land  to  deprave  all  good  deferving. 
And  though  this  fiend  be  begotten 
of  his  father’s  own  blood,  yet  he 
is  different  fro  his  nature,  and  were 
he  not  fure  that  Jealoufie  could  not 
make  him  a  cuckold,  he  had  long 
fmce  publifhed  him  for  a  baftard. 
You  fhaii  know  him  by  this  ;  he 
is  a  foule  lubber,  his  tongue  tipt 
with  lying,  his  heart  fteeled  again# 
charity  ;  he  walks,  for  the  mod 
part,  in  black,  under  colour  of 
gravity,  and  looks  as  pale  as  ye 
wizard  of  the  ghofl  which  cried  fo 
miferally  at  ye  theater,  like  an 
oilier  wife,  Hamlet  revenge  :  he  is 
full  of  infamy  and  flander,  info- 
much  as  if  he  eafe  not  his  ftomach 
in  detracting  fomewhat  or  fome 
man  before  noontide,  he  fals  into 
a  fever  that  holds  him  while  fupper 
time  i  he  is  alwaies  devifing  of 


epigrams  or  fcoffes  and  grumbles, 
necromances  continually,  although 
nothing  croffe  him,  he  never  laughs 
but  at  other  men’s  harmes,  briefly 
in  being  a  tyrant  over  mens  fames; 
he  is  a  very  Titius  (as  Virgil  faith) 
to  his  own  thoughtes. 

Titijq.  vultus  inter 

Qui  Temper  lacerat  comeftq.  mentem.. 

The  mifchiefe  is,  that  by  grave 
demeanour  and  newes  bearing,  he 
hath  got  fome  credite  with  the 
greater  fort,  and  maine  iowles  there 
bee,  that  becaufe  he,  can  pen  pret- 
tilee,  hold  it  gofpell  whatever  hee 
writes  or  fpeakes,  his  cufcome  is  to 
preferre  a  foole  to  credite,  to  def- 
pight  a  wife  man,  and  no  poet  lives 
by  him  that  hath  not  a  flout  of 
him.  Let  him  fpie  a  man  of  wit  in 
a  taverne,  he  is  an  arrant  dronck- 
ard  ;  or  but  heare  that  he  partes  a 
fraie,  he  is  a  harebrained  quarreller. 
Let  a  fcholler  write,  Tufh  (faith 
he)  I  like  not  thefe  common  fel- 
lowes;  let  him  write  well,  he  hath 
flolen  it  out  of  fome  note  booke ; 
let  him  tranflate,  tut  it  is  not 
of  his  owne ;  let  him  be  named  for 
preferment,  he  is  infufficient  be¬ 
caufe  poore  ;  no  man  ihall  rife  in 
his  world,  except  to  feed  his  envy  ; 
no  man  can  continue  in  his  friend- 
lhip  who  hateth  all  men  ;  divine 
wits  for  many  things  as  fufficient 
as  all  antiquity  (I  fpeake  it  not  on 
flight  furmife,  but  confiderate 
judgement,)  to  you  belongs  the 
death  that  doth  nourifh  this  poi- 
fon;  to  you  the  paine  that  endure 
the  reproofe.  Lilly,  the  famous 
for  facility  in  difcourfe  ;  Spencer, 
beft  read  in  ancient  poetry  ;  Da= 
niel,  choice  in  word  and  invention; 
Draiton,  diligent  and  formal!  ; 
Th.  Nafh,  true  Englilh  Aretine. 
*  L  1  4  All 
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Aii  you  unnamed  profelfors,  or 
friends  of  poetry  (but  by  me  in¬ 
wardly  honored)  knit  your  induf- 
tries  in  private  to  unite  your  fames 
in  publike  ;  let  the  ffrong  ftay  up 
the  weake,  and  the  weake  march 
under  conduct  of  the  ftrong ;  and 
all  fo  imbattle  yourfelfes3  that  hate 
of  vertue  may  not  imbafe  you. 
But  if  befotted  with  fpolilh  vain 


glory,  emulation  and  contempt, 
you  fall  to  negleft  one  another. 
Quod  Deus  omen  cvvertat>  doubtlefs 
it  will  be  as  infamous  a  thing  fhort- 
ly  to  prefent  any  book  whatfoever 
learned  to  any  Maecenas  in  Eng¬ 
land,  as  it  is  to  be  headfman  in  any 
free  city  in  Germanie. 

Claudite  jam  riyos,  pueri,  fat  prata 
bivefunt. 
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ODE  fir  the  NEW  YEAR,  1 807. 

Bj  Henry  James  Pye,  Efq.  Poet-Laureat m 

I. 

WHEN  loud  and  drear  the  tempefts  roar, 

When  high  the  billowy  mountains  rife, 

And  headlong  ’gainft  the  rocky  (hore. 

Driven  by  the  blaft,  the  giddy  veflel  flies ; 
Unguided,  by  the  wild  waves  borne. 

Her  rudder  broke,  her  tackling  torn. 

Say,  does  the  Seaman’s  daring  mind 
Shrink  from  the  angry  frown  of  fate  ? 

Does  he,  to  abjedt  fear  refign’d, 

Th’  impending  ftroke  in  lilence  wait  ? 

No— while  he  pours  the  fervent  prayer 
To  Him  whofe  will  can  puniih  or  can  fpare, 

Cool  and  intrepid  ’mid  the  found 
Of  winds  and  waves  that  rage  around. 

The  powers  that  ikill  and  ftrength  impart, 

The  nervous  arm,  th’  undaunted  heart, 

Collecting, — firm  he  fronts  the  threat’ning  florin. 

And  braves,  with  fearlefs  breaft,  fell  Death’s  terrific  form : 

II. 

So,  though  around  our  fea-encircled  reign, 

The  dreadful  tempeft  feem  to  lower, 

Difmay’d  do  Britain’s  hardy  train 

Await  in  doubt  the  threat’ning  hour? 

Lo!  to  his  fons,  with  cheering  voice, 

Albion’s  bold  Genius  calls  aloud: 

Around  him  valiant  myriads  crowd. 

Or  death  or  vidtory  their  choice; 

From  ev’ry  port  aftonilh’d  Europe  fees 
Britannia’s  white  fails  fwelling  with  the  breeze; 

Not  her  imperial  barks  alone 
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Awe  the  proud  foe  on  ev’ry  fide. 

Commerce  her  veflels  launches  on  the  tide. 

And  her  indignant  Tons  awhile 
Seceding  from  their  wonted  toil, 

Turn  from  the  arts  of  Peace  their  care. 

Hurl  from  each  deck  the  bolts  of  war, 

To  fweep  th’  injurious  boafters  from  the  main. 

Who  dare  to  circumfcribe  Britannia's  naval  reign. 

III. 

And  fee  with  emulative  zeal 
Our  hods  congenial  ardour  feel ; 

The  ardent  fpirit,  that  of  yore 

Flam’d  high  on  Gallia’s  vanquished  fhore : 

Or  burn’d  by  Danube’s  diflant  flood, 

"When  flow’d  his  current  ting’d  with  Gallic  blood  ; 

Or  (hone  on  Lincelles’  later  fight : 

Or  fir’d  by  Acre’s  tow’rs  the  Chriflian  Knight; 

Or  taught  on  Maida’s  fields  the  Gaul  to  feel. 

Urg’d  by  the  Briton’s  arm,  the  Britilh  fleel; 

Now  in  each  bread  with  heat  redoubled  glows. 

And  gleams  difmay  and  death  on  Europe’s  ruthlefs  foes. 

IV. 

Not  to  Ambition’s  fpecious  charm. 

Not  to  th’  enfanguin’d  Defpot’s  hand. 

Is  conqueft  bound — ■&  mightier  Arm 

Than  Earth’s  proud  tyrants  can  withftand, 

The  balance  holds  of  human  fate, 

Raifes  the  low  and  finks  the  great ; 

Exerting  then  in  Europe’s  caufe 
Each  energy  of  arm  and  mind. 

All  that  from  force  or  fkill  the  warrior  draws. 

Yet  to  th’  Almighty  power  refign’d, 

Whofe  high  beheA  all  Nature’s  movements  guides. 

Controls  the  battle’s  and  the  ocean’s  tides ; 

Britain  still  hopes  that  Heav’n  her  vows  will  hear. 

While  Mercy  rears  her  fhield,  and  Juftice  points  her  fpear. 

% 

ODE  for  his  MAJESTY’S  Birth-Day ,  1807. 

By  Henry  James  Pye,  Efq.  Poet-Laureat . 

I. 

STILT  does  the  trumpet’s  brazen  throat 
Pour  forth  a  martial  found. 

Still  do  the  notes  of  battle  float 
In  warlike  clangour  round  ; 

Nor 
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Nor  rural  pipe,  nor  paft’ral  lay. 

In  peaceful  defcant  hail  the  day, 

To  grateful  Britain  ever  dear  ; 

The  thunder  of  embattled  plains. 

And  ftiouting  Conqueft’s  choral  ftrains  % 
Burft  on  the  liftening  ear. 

II. 

Yet,  while  Bellona’s  iron  car 

Whirls  o’er  th’  enfanguin’d  plains, 
’Mid  Hyperborean  climes  afar 
Stern  War  terrific  reigns ; 

While,  with  cololfal  power  endow’d. 

The  ruthlefs  minifter  of  blood 
Calls  to  his  fcatter’d  naval  hoft, 

Go  forth,  and  bid  the  bolts  of  fate 
On  Britain’s  trembling  harbours  wait. 
Shut  Commerce  from  her  coaft ; 

III. 

Behold,  the  fovereign  Queen  of  I  lies, 

The  Emprefs  of  the  Waves, 

Meeting  the  vaunt  with  fcornful  {miles. 
The  empty  menace  braves  ; 

And  fee,  on  Plata’s  fea-broad  ft  ream 
Her  banners  wave,  her  bright  arms  gleam 
While  ploughing  feas  of  claftic  fame, 
Nile  yields  once  more  to  Albion’s  powers^ 
And  Alexandria  vails  her  towers 
To  George’s  mightier  name. 

IV. 

Firm  are  the  fons  that  Britain  leads 
To  combat  on  the  main, 

And  firm  the  hardy  race  that  treads 
In  fteady  march  the  plain  : 

And  proudly  may  her  Bards  record 
The  vi&or  arm,  the  vi&or  fword. 

That  drives  the  foe  from  Ocean’s  tide ; 
And  loudly  too,  with  fond  acclaim, 
Chaunt  trophied  Maida’s  deathlefs  fame. 
With  military  pride. 

V. 

Be  hufh’d  awhile  each  ruder  found. 

While  Britain’s  grateful  voice 
Bids  all  her  echoing  vales  refound 
The  Monarch  of  her  choice* 
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Though  round  the  tyrant’s  hated  throne 
Arm’d  legions  form  an  iron  zone, 

They  cannot  blunt  guilt’s  fcorpion  Ring ; 
While  Virtue’s  facred  fhield  is  fpread 
O'er  George’s  heav  ’n-protefted  head, 

The  Parent  and  the  King. 

Apoftrophe  to  Albion . 

From  Saul,  a  Poem.  By  W.  So  the  by,  TLfq, 

SING  I  of  refcued  realms,  and  high  renown 
In  victory  won,  and  that  heroic  Chief, 

Who,  in  the  Rrength  of  Heaven,  refiRlefs,  drave 
Afunder,  as  wing’d  lightnings  cleave  the  clouds. 
The  ftorm  of  battle  ?  Rings  the  Rrain  of  war 
Sonorous  on  my  lyre ;  and  (hall  the  fong 
Be  mute,  high  honour’d  Albion,  of  thy  fame, 

My  native  country  ?  Thou  that  ’midR  the  wreck 
Of  Rates,  earth’s  ancient  empires,  tower’d:  alone. 
By  other  than  the  might  of  mortal  power 
Upheld.  They  fell,  they  vanifh’d  as  a  found, 

The  fovereigntie-s,  that,  trufting  in  their  Rrength, 
Stood  on  the  rampir’d  height  ,  and  o’er  the  foe, 
From  fort  and  iron  citadel,  wav’d  wide 
The  banner  of  defiance.  Their  proud  bafe, 
War-raif’d,  has  bow’d  beneath  them.  But  the  bafe 
Outftretch’d  from  eaR  to  weR,  that  bears  aloft 
The  column  of  thy  empire,  reRs  its  Rrength 
On  Liberty.  The  powers  that  guard  thy  realm. 
Appalling  from  thy  fhores  the  gather’d  hoR, 

Valour  and  Unanimity.  Thy  fway 
Is  JuRice,  foothed  by  Mercy.  In  the  Eaft, 
Emporium  of  the  world,  on  whofe  far  bound 
Young  Ammon,  in  his  race  of  glory  curb’d, 

Dropt  the  unfated  tear  :  Thou,  in  the  fway 
Of  vi&ory,  felf-reRrain’d,  haft  hung  the  fcales, 
Poifing  the  fate  of  empires,  and  throned  chiefs, 

Fixt  on  thefhrine  of  peace.  The  WeR  awaits 

The  long-fufpended  fentence.  Its  decree 

Goes  forth.  The  fenate  fhall  efface  the  fpot 

That  Rain’d  thy  ermin  robes.  Man  fhall  not  tempt 

The  mercy  of  his  Maker  on  vext  Teas 

That  bear  him  on  to  blood.  Man  fhall  not  yoke 

His  brother:  fhall  not  goad  his  kindred flefh, 

Till  the  big  fweat  fallsj  tainted  with  the  drop 
That  nurtur’d  life.  Man  trades  no  more  in  man. 
And  if  the  groan  of  Afric  yet  mount  up 
To  the  tribunal  of  the  God  of  Love 
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Acctsfing  human  kind,  it  fhall  not  draw 
On  Britain  condemnation#  Then  expand, 

Albion  thy  fails,  exultant  ;  and  diffufe, 

Throughout  the  race  and  brotherhood  of  man , 

The  birth-right  thou  haft  purchafed  with  thy  blood, 

The  heritage  of  freedom.  Freight  each  fea 
"With  burden  of  thy  fleets  :  from  clime  to  clime 
Pour  forth  on  each  the  gifts  of  all,  and  link 
The  world  in  bonds  of  love.  Diifufe  the  light 
Of  fcience  ;  teach  the  Savage  arts  unknown; 

And  o’er  the  nations  and  lone  ifles,  that  fit 
In  darknefs,  and  the  (hades  of  death,  bring  down 
The  day-fpring  of  falvation.  Never,  then, 

Shall  fail  thee  as  the  God  of  battle  wills 
To  execute  his  vengeance,  or  maintain 
Thy  fovereignty,  throned  Emprefs  of  the  ifles ! 

Some  mighty  Chief,  feleCted  :  fent  like  him, 

Whofe  arm  Heaven’s  thunder  wielded.  Nelfon,  thine 
Refiftlefs  !  Thou  art  fallen  !  fallen,  in  the  lap 
Of  Victory.  To  thy  country  thou  camell  back, 

Thou,  Conqueror,  to  triumphant  Albion,  cam’ft 
A  corfe  !  I  faw  before  thy  hearfe  pafs  on 
The  comrades  of  thy  perils  and  renown. 

The  frequent  tear  upon  their  dauntlefs  breaks 
Fell.  I  beheld  the  pomp  thick  gather’d  round 
The  trophy’d  car  that  bore  thy  grac’d  remain® 

Thro’  armed  ranks,  and  a  nation  gazing  on. 

Bright  glow’d  the  fun,  and  not  a  cloud  diftain’d 
Heaven’s  arch  of  gold,  but  all  was  gloom  beneath. 

A  holy  and  unutterable  pang  , 

Thrill’d  on  the  foul.  Awe  and  mute  anguifh  fell 
On  all. — Yet  high  the  public  bofom  throbb’d 
With  triumph.  And  if  one,  ’mid  that  vaft  pomp, 

If  but  the  voice  of  one  had  fhouted  forth 
The  name  of  Nelfon  : — Thou  hadft  paft  along, 

Thou  in  thy  hearfe  to  burial  paft,  as  oft 
Before  the  van  of  battle,  proudly  rode 
Thy  prow,  down  Britain’s  line,  {bout  after  (bout 
Rending  the  air  with  triumph,  ere  thy  hand 
Had  launch’d  the  bolt  of  vklory. 

Ever  thus. 

Long  as  the  billows  guard  our  Ifle,  thy  name, 

Prelude  of  conqueft,  (hall  confound  the  foe, 

Ere  Britain's  lightning  ftrew  with  wreck  the  deep.” 


The 
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The  Temple  of  Aftarte* 
From  the  fame . 


WAS  now  the  hallow’d  eve  :  her  feaft  ordain'd. 


JL  The  lunar  deity,  heaven’s  emprefs,  hight 
Aftarte,  or  horn’d  Alhtaroth,  far-fam’d 
Of  heathen  worlhippers.  There  Moloch’s  priefts 
Led  Ifrael’s  chief.  Mid  oaks  of  antique  growth, 

In  the  clofe  circuit  of  a  myrtle  grove, 

That  o’er  the  lawn  a  lighter  fhade  difFufed, 

Her  temple  rofe.  It  crown’d  the  fmooth  afcent 
Of  a  green  hill,  and  caft,  at  hour  of  eve, 

Its  ihadow  o’er  the  fleepy  water  wide 
Of  a  clear  lake  :  the  confecrated  haunt 
Of  fowls  and  finny  multitudes. — Beneath 
The  myrtle  grove,  bowers  of  inwoven  fhade 
Bloom’d  odoriferous  foliage.  There  the  rofe. 

The  jafmine,  and  the  lily,  flourifhed  fair  : 

And  vines  and  wanton  eglantines,  entwin’d 
Their  wedded  tendrils.  Nor  the  perfum’d  breath 
Of  orange  bloom,  or  Gilead’s  fragrance  failed: 

Nor  aught  in  leaf  or  painted  flower,  whofe  hues 
Embroider  earth.  At  every  arbour,  ferv’d 
Boys  and  fair  girls,  that  round  an  altar,  heap’d. 

Not  without  hymn  of  youth,  and  joy  and  love. 

The  treafures  of  the  Orient,  fpice  and  gum. 

And  nard  delicious :  fo  that  every  gale 
Fann’d  odours,  and  the  genial  air,  around. 

Seem’d  burden’d  with  voluptuous  langour  fweet. 
The  birds  there  fweetly  fang  ;  and  murmuring  doves. 
That  round  the  fculptur’d  frieze  their  cradles  hung. 
Cooed  on  the  temple’s  golden  brow.  Before 
Its  porch  a  curtain  fell,  embroider’d  web 
Of  Tyre.  In  midft,  a  myftic  orb*  inwrought, 
Half-fun,  half-moon.  Its  broad  circumference  hung 
Poif ’d,  where  a  wavy  fhadow  ran  athwart. 

Severing  the  veil  in  twain.  The  upper  limb. 

And  all  above,  as  by  its  light  illum’d, 

Blaz’d  in  the  radiance  bright  of  burnifh’d  gold. 

All  forms  of  life  there  gather’d,  and  each  form 
Glow’d,  full  of  life.  The  eagle  foar’d  aloft 
On  balanc’d  wing  :  the  fteed,  in  ftretch  of  race  : 

The  kid  danced  wanton  on  frefh  fpringing  flowers  i 
The  green  tree  budded,  and  the  bright  rill  flow’d. 
Midft  thefe,  in  bloom  of  beauty,  from  the  (hades 
Thammuz  afcendant.  In  his  hand,  a  fpear 
Poif ’d,  ore  yet  lanc’d.  O’er  him,  in  air  fufpenfe, 
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A  goddefs  hung,  and  in  his  lips  inbreath’d 
The  fpirit  of  life  and  love.  Above,  appear’d 
Cods,  gay  at  feaft.  The  lower  limb,  and  all 
Beneath  its  influence,  feem’d  with  night  o’ercast  : 

If  night  that  may  be  nam’d,  wherein  each  form 
In  filver  wrought,  fhone  plainly  viflon’d  forth; 

But  pale  in  the  comparifon  of  gold. 

Ail  (hone:  but  it  was  the  Alining  of  the  moon. 

Faint  image  of  the  fun.  Each  figure  bore 
Similitude  of  languor  and  decay. 

There  human  kind  funk  down  in  (enfelefs  fwoon, 
Half-life,  half-death.  On  the  herblefs  plain,  the  fteed 
Lay  panting.  There  the  kid,  in  aft  to  fall, 

Hung  o’er  the  fere  flower,  withering  ’neath  his  foot. 
The  eagle  clofed  his  eye,  and  folded  in 
Each  feather  fmooth  :  lower’d  his  creft,  and  gleams 
Soft  flow’d  along  his  glofly  back,  upraifed 
In  heave  of  {lumber.  There,  the  leaflefs  tree 
Droop’d  ;  and  what  water  feem’d,  flood  icy  (till. 

In  midft  of  thefe,  Sidonian  fkill  had  wrought 
The  form  ofThammuz,  bending  o’er  his  wound, 
Whence  the  large  life-drops  ftruggled.  At  his  feet 
A  bow  was  broken,  and  its  fhaft  in  twain. 

Near  him  a  boar  his  blood-ftain’d  tufk  upraifed. 

There  bent  the  form  of  Thammuz  :  but,  beloWj, 

His  fpirit,  like  a  fhadow,  gliding  on 
In  guidance  of  a  minifter  of  death. 

With  ringlets  fnorn,  and  torch  extinft,  fank  down 
To  Hades,  and  the  unembodieddflades. 

Such  was  the  my  flic  veil,  that  hid  from  view 
Aftarte,  and  her  rites.  Without,  in  choirs. 

Fair  youths,  of  either  fex,  in  light  robes  loofe, 
Cerulean  dye,  with  golden  ftars  bedropt, 

Their  brow's  with  myrtle  garlanded,  came  on 
In  dance  to  dulcet  flutes  :  or,  where  the  bowers 
Woo’d  them,  withdrew.  Some  on  the  myftk  web 
Intently  gazed  :  ere  clang  of  fymbals  fpake 
Heaven’s  emprefs  radiant  on  her  zenith  throne. 

What  time  the  veil  uplifted  (hours  expofe 

In  full  illumination,  amid  blaze 

Of  lamps,  and  flame  of  torches,  fparkling  wdde, 

And  fires,  like  funs,  irradiate  round  her  (brine, 
Making  the  midnight  brighter  than  noon-day. 

The  fecret  myfleries  of  Aftarte’s  rites 
In  aft  of  celebration.  On  through  thefe; 

Perforce,  the  Hebrew  pad.  Oft,  to  his  gaze. 
Idolatrous  Gath,  in  mockery  of  God, 

Had  lifted  up  her  deities :  horn’d  front 
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Of  bull,  or  ram,  beakt  bird,  and  fcaly  coat  : 

And  many  a  monftrous  image,  mixture  vile 
Of  uncongenial  natures  *.  Dagon  foul, 

Derceto,  and  Atargatis  :  and  fome 
Of  loathfome  birth,  that  to  their  (hapes  abhorr’d 
Challeng’d  the  glory  of  the  eternal  God, 

TV  invifible  :  the  kind  that  crept,  or  crawl’d. 

And  the  winged  generation  of  the  fun. 

Breathed  up  in  peftilence  from  rnarfh  and  fen  i 
And  the  webb’d  foot  that  haunts  both  land  and  flood. 

Terror  alike  of  both.  To  each,  its  fhrine 

And  worfhipper,  to  creatures  of  all  kinds 

Rites,  prayer,  and  praife.  To  thee.  Creator !  none* 

But  in  this  grove  no  idol  met  his  gaze : 

Sight  fouler  far,  the  living  image  of  God, 

In  man  abufed. 

Blindne/s ,  a  Poem.  By  the  late  Anna  Senbard 

From  the  Poetical  Regijler /or  1806-7. 

LONG,  for  my  circling  years,  the  Lord  of  Day 
Illum'd  Creation  with  his  glorious  ray  ; 

And  long,  of  Youth  and  Health  the  rofy  hours 
Saw  liberal  Toil,  with  promifory  powers. 

Preparing  again!!  faded  age  the  peace 

Of  model!  competence,  when  ftrength  might  ceafe* 

Then,  as  with  cheerful  hope  my  earned:  fight 
Imbibed  the  bleffings  of  the  facred  light. 

Slow  on  that  fight  the  mills  prelulive  foie. 

Dim,  and  more  dim  the  gathering  fhadows  roll,- 
T ill,  with  the  lall  thick  drop,  the  vifual  boon 
Sunk  into  darknefs  mid  the  blaze  of  noon  ! 

How  have  I  loved  the  changeful  year  to  trace. 

Each  laughing  beauty,  each  terrific  grace  ! 

To  fee  gay  Spring  her  vital  influence  pour. 

Green  the  bleak  field,  and  gild  the  balmy  fhower  ; 

Tint  the  young  foliage  with  her  tendered  hue. 

And  feed  the  opening  flowers  with  richdl  dew. 

Charm’d  did  I  mark  bright  Summer  climb  the  Iky, 

Leave  half  the  river’s  pebbled  channel  dry  ; 

On  breathing  meads  the  tufted  hay-cocks  pile  ; 

Till  the  ripe  Year’s  confummate  glories  fmile. 

View’d  jocund  Autumn  rear  her  rival  fheaves. 

With  gold  and  purple  tip  the  unladed  leaves  • 

*  This  peem,  was  written  in  February,  1806,  at  the  requeft  of  an  ingenious  engrave 
2nd  drawing  matter,  who  loft  his  light  by  the  gutta  ferena,  in  his  28th  year,  and  was 
therefore  obliged  to  change  his  profelfior.  for  that  of  mufic. 
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Crown  amber  mornings  with  fereneft  noons, 

And  night’s  dark  zenith  with  protra&ed  moons ; 

Shake  the  rich  fruit  from  ever/  loaded  bough. 

And  with  the  wheaten  wreath  adorn  her  brow ; 

'Till  colder  gales  the  pal’d  horizon  roam, 

And  ftain  and  fmear  the  gold-empurpled  bloom ; 

While  fweeping  mills,  conglobing  as  they  pafs. 

Bend  with  their  filent  drops  the  long,  coarfe  grafs. 

And  turn,  as  on  fcreen’d  plat  it  timid  blows, 

To  livid  hue  the  lone  and  lingering  rofe; 

Bare  the  rude  thorns  on  all  the  ruffet  hills. 

And  cruft  with  ice  the  borders  of  the  rills. 

Penfive  I  mark’d  when,  with  reverted  eyes, 

Diforder’d  garments  and  foreboding  lighs, 

The  laft  fair  Seafon  left  hill,  dale,  and  plain. 

The  yielded  viftims  of  the  iron  reign. 

Saw  Winter  rove  the  defola ted  heath, 

Swoln  floods  arrefting  with  petrific  breath  ; 

Send  round  the  mountains  all  his  winds  to  howl, 

Pale  the  flow  morn,  and  bid  the  long  night  fcowl % 

But  oft  the  glowing  hearth,  the  neat  repaft, 

I  faw,  I  felt  deride  his  power  to  blaft ; 

Since,  if  without  the  furious  tempefts  pafs, 

Boom  thro’  the  vales,  and  rattle  on  the  glafs,  , 

Within  was  the  gay  talk,  the  flowing  bowl. 

And  Friendfhip’s  fmile,  that  fummer  of  the  foul. 

Ah,  dear  viciflitudes!  to  me  ye  live 
Only  on  Memory's  record ;  yet  ye  give 
The  retrofpe&ive  pleafure,  ne'er  to  rife 
In  the  fad  few  of  cwr-raylefs  eyes, 

Whole  infant  orbs,  not  opening  on  the  light, 

From  night  maternal  fprung  to  ceafelefs  night; 

Loft  to  their  fenfe  each  charm  boon  Nature  Ihows, 

That  dawns  and  fpreads,  that  varies,  and  that  glows. 

Then  grateful  let  me  prove,  indulg’d  to  find 
Exemption  from  thofe  pangs  which  rack  the  mind. 

Springing  from  foil’d  folicitude  to  reach 
What  Genius  cannot  paint,  nor  Wisdom  teach  • 

Pangs  which  the  fruitlefs  third  to  know  iiifpires 
With  ever-craving,  never-fed  defires. 

Comparing  thus  feverer  withfevere, 

Arrefted  be  my  groan,  exhal’d  my  tear  ] 

Yet,  yet  Creation  ftands  a  blank  to  me , 

Her  face  now  cover'd  with  a  fable  fea  ! 

Still  am  I  doom’d  thro’  life’s  rough  paths  to  ftray  ; 

Along,  depriv’d,  and  defolated  way  ! 

But,  to  relieve  inevitable  woes,  N 

To  my  internal  fight  aufpicious  rofe 
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A  beauteous  fair;  Music,  the  maid  fublime. 

With  flores  increafing  from  the  morn  of  Time  - 
Such  melodies  as,  flowly  rifing,  Hole 
On  Saul’s  diftra&ed  fenfe  with  fweet  controul. 

Till  frantic  Rage  and  fell  Defpair  were  flown. 

And  Hope  refum’d  her  abdicated  throne* 

So  Music  it  was  thine,  by  high  behefl. 

To  footh  and  tranquillize  the  flormy  bread. 

Ere  Harmony  began  her  mazy  rounds, 

I  Blending  accordant  and  difeordant  founds. 

Till,  thro’  the  ear,  the  mingled  currents  roll, 

One  fweet,  one  perfed,  one  revolving  whole! 

Ts  Mrs .  E*  ******.  From  the  fame. 

NO  more  from  Henrietta’s  eyes. 

From  every  grace  the  fair  that  arms. 

Bid  me  retire  with  caution  wife. 

Nor  brave  her  conquering  charms. 

Yet,  O  my  Friend  !  had  not  my  foul 
To  Beauty’s  power  been  clof’d  by  Fate, 

I  fure  had  own’d  her  fweet  controul, 

And  you  had  warn’d  too  late. 

For  I  upon  her  lovely  mien 

Have  gaz’d  ;  her  voice  my  ear  retains  5 
And  he  who  once  has  heard  and  feen. 

Mull  wear  eternal  chains. 

But  I  from  thraldom’s  dread  am  free, 

Not  even  her  magic  can  prevail ; 

Nor  could  my  heart  fecurer  be 
If  cafed  in  tenfold  mail. 

The  force  of  Love  I  well  may  fcorn  5 
His  time  to  wound  my  breall  is  o’er. 

For,  every  nerve  of  feeling  torn, 

1  now  can  feel  no  more. 

Love,  Fame,  Ambition,  all  forgot, 

There’s  nought  on  earth  my  wilhes  crave, 

But  one  calm,  facred,  narrow  fpot  $ 

That  fpot,  the  lilent  grave. 

R»  A,  Davenport. 
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Moderate  Wijheu  Bj  the  Rev,  F.  Hodgfon*  *  From  the  Jam* 
ET  Alexander’s  difcontented  foul 


JU  Sigh  for  another  world’s  increaf’d  cantroul. 
Ill  weav’d  Ambition  has  no  joys  for  me. 

Nor  fordid  Avarice  am  I  Have  to  thee. 

I  only  alk  twelve  thoufand  pounds  a  year, 

And  Curwen’s  country-houfe  on  Windermere  j 
A  miftrefs  kind,  and  fenfible,  and  fair, 

And  many  a  friend,  and  not  a  fingle  care  1 
I  am  no  glutton,— no,— d  never  wifh 
A  Sturgeon  floating  in  a  golden  difh  j 
At  the  Piazza  fatisfied  to  pay 
A  guinea  for  my  dinner  every  day. 

What  tho’  fhrewd  Erlkine  at  the  bar  we  view. 

As  fam’d  as  Crcefus,  and  as  wealthy  too  i? 

I  only  alk  the  eloquence  of  Fox, 

To  leap  like  Ireland,  and  like  Belcher  box  ; 

To  a<ft  as  Garrick  did,  or  any  how 
Unlike  the  heroes  of  the  Bulkin  now; 

To  foar  like  Garnerin,  thro’  fields  of  air, 

To  win,  like  Villiers,  England’s  richeft  fair  ; 
Thy  age,  Methufalem,  or,  if  not  thine, 

An  immortality  of  love  and  wine? 


Lines  cn  the  Death  of  the  Right  Hon.  Wm,  PITTa 


-Jfrgm  Richmond  Hillt  a  defcriptive  and  hiftorical  Poem,  Bj  the  Rev,, 

T,  Maurice . 

O’ER  valour ,  flumbering  in  its  marble  tomb. 

Beneath  majellic  Paul’s  imperial  dome  j— < ■ 

O’er  the  moft  lov'd  of  all  the  dauntlefs  train, 

That  bear  her  thunder  o’er  the  boundlefs  main 
Scarce  has  fond  A  LSI  on  ceaf’d  her  tears  to  Ihed, 

Thofe  tears  that  bell  embalm  her  virtuous  dead  ; — 

Scarce  hufh’d  the  boifterous  ftorm,  whofe  fury  gave 
The  Nile’s  fam’d  Hero  to  therav’nous  grave, 

When,  lo  !  new  fcenes  of  added  horror  rife, 

And  darker  tempers  cloud  the  low ’ring  Ikies  I 


With  louder  ftill  and  more  terrific  fwell, 

Why  rolls  the  folemn  curfew’s  deep’ning  knell  ? 
What  blacker  train  of  aggravated  woes 
Does  the  dark  regifter  of  fate  difclofe  ? 

What  direr  plagues  offended  heaven  prepare, 

To  plunge  a  gloomy  nation  in  dcfpair  f 
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Refounded,  Putney,  o’er  thy  lonely  heath. 

Loud  and  prolong’d,  are  heard  the  fhrieks  of  death  | 

While  plaintive  Echo,  to  Augusta’s  fanes, 

O’er  yon  rich  valley  wafts  the  dirge-like  drains* 

What  kindred  offspring  of  a  brighter  fphere 
On  this  dark  ball  hath  clof’d  his  fhort  career  ? 

Like  Nelson’s,  burfting  from  the  bond  of  clay. 

Impatient  for  the  dazzling  realms  of  day. 

What  awful  fpirit  bends  its  rapid  Sight 
Thro’  yon  etherial  fields  of  orient  light  ? 

3Midft  Virtue’s,  Britain’s,  Freedom’s,  mingledfighs. 

Immortal  Pitt,  afcends  his  native  fkies ; 

Seeks  the  bright  fountain  whence  his  genius  flow’d. 

The  daring  genius  in  his  bread  that  glow’d  ;  x 

And,  pure  in  foul  as  the  feraphic  quire, 

Mounts  with  their  wing,  and  kindles  with  their  fire. 

Again  its  vows  aforrowing  nation  pays. 

Again  on  high  the  banner’d  trophies  blaze  ; 

Europe’s  loud  voice  laments  her  Saviour  gone. 

And  Kings  the  bulwark  of  the  tottering  throne  j 
While  with  rekindled  fires  her  altars  burn. 

And  richeft  incenfe  feeds  the  flaming  urn, 

Thofe  fires,  thofe  altars,  refcued  from  the  foe 
Whofe  rage  forbade  the  facred  flame  to  glow. 

Religion’s  felf,  whofe  high  and  hallow’d  caufe. 

While  crowded  fenates  thunder’d  back  applaufe, 

Thy  voice  fuftain’d ; — Religion  o’er  thy  bier. 

Heaves  the  deep  figh  and  (beds  the  grateful  tear. 

Enlighten’d  Statefman  !  whofe  expanded  foul 
Pervaded  Europe  to  the  frozen  pole; — 

Her  empires  in  thy  mighty  balance  weigh’d, 

And  propp’d  the  finking  with  thy  powerful  aid  ; 

Whofe  towering,  bold,  and  comprehend  ve  view 
Grafp’d  all  Locke  thought,  and  letter’d  Bacon  knew  5 
What  daring  pencil,  what  unbounded  verfe. 

Shall  the  great  ftory  of  thy  fame  rehearfe  ? 

Thy  throbbing  heart  beat  high  for  Britain’s  weal, 

And  Britain  lov’d  thee  with  a  parent’s  zeal  ; 

For  her  in  toil  was  paft  thy  anxious  day. 

And  fleeplefs  roll’d  the  midnight  hour  away  ; 

Till  wafting  cares  at  length  in  death  repofe. 

And  everlafting  fleep  thofe  eyelids  clofe  1 

Shall  Parian  marbles,  (hall  the  breathing  bud. 

Still  rife  majeftic  o’er  ignoble  duft  ? 

Still  fhall  the  fculptor’s,  ftill  the  painter’s  fire, 

The  herald’s  trophied  pomp,  the  poet’s  lyre. 


POETRY. 


To  blazon  crimes  afford  their  guilty  aid) 

And  fnatch  the  worthlefs  from  oblivion’s  ff  ade  ? 

Ye  venal  Mufes,  ceafe  your  warbled  lays  ; 

Hide,  bluffing  Science  !  hide  thy  tarniff ’d  bays, 

Or  let  your  centred  beams  on  Genius  fnine, 

And  glow  round  buried  Virtue’s  hallow’d  ffrine*. 

If  ever  Merit  claim’d  a  gorgeous  ffrine 
Where  fcience,  talents,  might  their  powers  combine. 
Thine,  Son  of  Chatham,  is  that  lofty  claim, 

In  whom  concenter’d,  burn’d  their  two-fold  flame. 
Sublime  Example  to  a  thoughtlefs  age, 

Firm  ’mid  contending  fa£lion*s  fierce!!  rage  ! 

Like  Abdiel,  faithful  ’mid  the  faithlefs  found, 

And  psor ,  tho’  countlefs  millions  blazed  around! 

But,  radiant  in  its  own  immortal  fame. 

No  foreign  fplendours  can  exalt  thy  name, 

Though  grateful  Britain  o’er  thy  lofty  tomb 
Rear  the  proud  arch  and  fwell  the  marble  dome  ; 
Though  Granta  round  thy  urn  her  treafures  pour^ 
And  bid  to  heaven  her  towering  ftatues  foar  ; 

Though  fome  new  PhidIas  all  his  Ikill  bellow. 

Or  Rubens  bid  the  breathing  canvafs  glovv  - 
Still,  Pitt,  a  prouder  monument  remains. 

And  on  our  hearts  engrav’d  thy  memory  reigns  ! 
Thine  are  the  brighteft  palms  that  ever  ffed 
Their  hallow’d  luflre  o’er  the  mighty  dead  ! 

Palms  that  {hall  live  when  fculptur’d  brafs  ff  all  fade», 
And  marbles  crumble  to  the  dull  they  ffade  I 
Of  fervid  eloquence,  what  raptur’d  age, 

Sublimer,  heard  the  ciaffic  torrent  rage  ? 

Not  Greece,  when  blafted  Philip  felt  its  ire, 

Not  Rome,  when  fearlefs  Tully  launch’d  its  fire. 
Than  ftruck  with  awe  the  fenate’s  wond’ring  throng, 
When  thy  bold  ftrain  impetuous  ruff’d  along. 

That  on  the  vanquiff’d  heart  refiftlefs  wrought, 

While  glowing  language  cloth’d  the  burning  thought. 
Thy  ftrenuous  voice,  for  truth  and  freedom  bold, 

In  fuch  a  tone  of  manly  vigour  roll'd, 

Gaul’s  hateful  tyrant  ftiudder’d  at  the  found. 

While  every  hoftile  nation  trembled  round  % 

Its  thunders  dealt  a  more  decifive  blow 
Than  fleets  and  armies  on  the  aftoniff ’d  foe  ! 

With  genius  born  beyond  this  dark  terrene, 

With  powers  too  mighty  for  this  bounded  fcene. 

Thy  high,  thy  arduous  race  with  glory  run,— « 

Thy  fitting  radiant  as  thy  rifing  fun  ■ 
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Through  boundlefs  fpace  now  roll*  the  unfetter'd  foul* 

And  views  beneath  it  worlds  unnumber’d  roll  3 
Or  haply  foaring  on  archangel's  wing, 

Thou  miniftereft  to  heaven's  eternal  King  3 
And,  guardian  of  imperial  thrones  below 
Delight'll  around  the  jafper  throne  to  glow  ; 

While,  veil’d  from  mortals,  to  thy  raptur’d  gaze 
His  vaft  defigns  th'  Almighty  Sire  difplays  ! 

Of  all  that  to  thine  eye  myfterious  feem’d. 

Or  on  this  darkling  fphere  but  faintly  beam'd* 

Unfolds  the  vaft,  fublime,  connecting  chain, 

And  all  the  dazzling  wonders  of  that  reign, 

Which  through  eternity's  bright  day  extends. 

And  the  bold  ftretch  of  angel-thought  tranfcends® 

Whate'er  in  thofe  bright  realms  thine  high  employ* 

To  faints  gives  pleafure,  or  to  angels  joy  5 
Whether  'mid  rolling  orbs  thy  fpirit  flray. 

Or  roam  the  galaxy’s  refulgent  way  3 
Where'er  it  ranges  through  the  blue  profound. 

As  Time's  vaft  Cycles  roll  their  mighty  round  ; 

Oh !  from  thofe  bright  abodes  of  blifs  look  down. 

From  fiend- like  rage  proteifl  the  Britifh  crown  3 
And,  till  the  laft  dread  century  expire, 

Stars  turn  to  dull,  and  planets  melt  in  fire. 

O’er  thy  lov'd  ifle  thine  ample  pinions  wave, 

And  guard  that  empire  which  thou  diedft  to  fave  ! 

A  Monody  cm  the  Death  of  the  Right  Hon.  CHARLES  JAMES  FOX% 

By  Richard  Payne  Knight,  Efq. 
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WHILE  lingers  yet  the  figh  o'er  Nelson  heav'd,*^. 

Yet  bloom  the  garlands  round  his  trophies  wear'd* 

A  Lofs  more  grievous — forrows  more  fevere 
Weigh  on  the  heart,  and  urge  the  falling  tear. 

For,  bright  as  glory  glitters  round  his  urn. 

At  other  fhrines  its  lamps  with  luftre  bum  : 

Still  valour's  blaze  illumines  Britain's  fkies  ; 

And  Stars  that  fet  leave  other  Stars  that  rife  t 
But  talents  to  diretft  its  erring  force. 

And  guide  th'  eccentric  lightning  in  its  courfe  g 
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its  powers  to  afcertain,  its  means  provide* 

And  turn  to  peaceful  ends  ward's  wafteful  tide, 

In  vain  we  look  for  : — the  extinguilh’d  Light, 
toeepen’d  by  contrail,  leaves  the  (hades  of  night, 

Then  while  around  the  clouds  of  darknefs  roll. 

As  one  vail  empire  fpreads  from  pole  to  pole  ; 

Crulh’d  by  its  weight,  while  Talte  and  Science  fall. 
And  thickening  dulnefs  (lowly  covers  all ; 

Ere  yet,  benumb’d  in  one  cold  mafs,  mankind 
To  fervile  torpor  yield  all  power  of  mind  ; 

Ere  lilence  reign  in  univerfal  deep. 

Let  Freedom’s  faltering  voice  her  Hero  weep| 
Breathe  her  lall  figh  to  confecrate  his  name. 

And  in  her  lall  fad  lay  his  worth  proclaim. 

Yes,  mighty  Genius !  though  a  thanklefs  age*, 
Blinded  with  prejudice  and  drunk  with  rage, 

Defpif’d  thy  warning  voice,  and  madly  hurl’d 
In  llavery’s  yawning  gulph  a  frantic  world  : 

Still  wifdom’s  light  fhall  glimmer  round  thy  tomb  * 
Still  liiall  thy  fenfe  illuminate  the  gloom  ; 

And,  on  the  wreck  of  all  thou  wouldll  have  fav’d, 
Difplay,  in  notes  indelibly  engrav’d, 

Th’  immortal  relics  of  that  godlike  mind 
Which  liv’d  to  teach,  and  toil’d  toferve  mankind. 

Then  error,  free  from  rhetorick’s  tinfel  view’d. 

Shall  make  men  bludi  at  what  they  long  purfu’d  ; 

And  wondering  nations,  who  with  llupid  gaze 
Follow’d  wild  meteors  through  a  tracklefs  maze, 

With  penitential  awe  too  late  revere 

That  counfel  which  they  once  refuf’d  to  hear  : 

Millions  lhall  cry,  while  gall’d  by  llavery’s  chain, 

6<  This  had  we  (hunn’d,  had  FOX  not  fpoke  in  vain  j 
This  had  we  Ihunn’d  : — but  paflion  urg’d  by  pride, 
Mock’d  the  calm  voice  of  reafon’s  Heady  guide ; 
Follow’d  ambition’s  vain,  delufive  charms, 

When  rafhnefs  led  by  folly  rulh’d  to  arms  : 

Still  had  we  liv’d  unfetter’d,  unoppreft, 

Blefiing  our  Country — by  our  Country  bled  ; 

Still  undillurb’d  in  peaceful  vallies  play’d, 

Had  thy  prophetic  wifdom  been  obey’d  l” 

Ah  !  while  thefe  little  Illands  yet  remain 
A  doubtful  refuge  from  the  Oppreffor’s  chain  ; 

While  yet  unaw’d  thy  recent  lofs  we  mourn. 

And  the  heart’s  tears  bedew  thy  facred  urn, 

*  vt  m  4 
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Let  tardy  penitence  to  Heaven  atone 
For  errors,  which,  alas!  were  all  our  own* 

Let  us,  appall’d  by  thy  untimely  death. 

Catch  inspiration  from  thy  parting  breath  j 
And,  while  remembrance  cheridies  the  gleam 
Whofe  light  difpell’d  ambition's  feverifh  dreary 
Retrieve  our  faults,  if  yet  ’tis  not  too  late. 

And  Hill  avert  th*  impending  Shaft  of  Fate  ! 

Though  clof’d  for  ever  be  that  piercing  eye 
Which  faw  effects  in  embryo  caufes  lie  ; 

Though  mute  the  voice,  which fpoke  but  to  difpenfe 
Prophetic  reafon  and  unerring  fenfe  ; 

In  lading  records  may  its  accents  live. 

And  counfel  dill  with  wonted  wifdom  give  | 

Still,  unfubdu’d  by  cenfure  or  applaufe, 

Diredt  our  efforts  in  the  general  caufe  ; 

The  weak  invigorate,  the  rafh  control, 

Conned  the  parts,  and  animate  the  whole. 

But  what  bold  hand  th’  adventurous  talk  {hall  dare  I 
Where  he  felt  doubt,  what  heart  (hall  not  defpair  L 
Who  {hall  ambition’s  latent  wiles  unfold  ? 

Who  the  firm  fhield  again!!  corruption  hold  ? 

Who  round  the  fword  the  olive  ft  ill  entwine. 

And  dauntlefs  vigour  with  mild  temper  join  ? 

Who,  mid  the  rocks,  the  fea-worn  veflel  guide. 

While  o’er  it  thundering  breaks  the  boifterous  tide  I 
W7hafe  now  is  left  for  wearied  Hope  to  try  ? 

Say,  to  what  Pilot  can  lhe  now  apply  ? 


Alike  all  ages,  nations,  dates,  and  climes 
Abound  in  talents  fit  for  common  times  ; 

Pageants  of  office,  who  with  darch  grimace 
Difplay  the  garb  of  fenfe  in  pomp  of  face  ; 

Who,  wife  in  forms,  to  forms  alone  attend  ; 

And,  bufy  in  the  means,  negled  the  end ; 

Who,  in  their  little  circle’s  narrow  bound, 

Think  they  move  forward,  while  they’re  moving  j’ound  ; 
And,  dreading  innovation,  dill  purfue 
The  beaten  track,  when  all  around  is  new. 

Idols  of  court,  and  puppets  of  debate. 

Awhile  they  deck  the  pantomime  of  date  ; 

Like  bubbles  float  upon  the  tide  of  power. 

And  {hine  the  glittering  meteors  of  an  hour. 

But  genius,  choiceft  gift  of  favouring  Heaven, 

Once  in  a  thoufand  years  is  fcarcely  given  ;• 
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P ure  mental  eflfence,  of  celeftial  birth. 

It  rarely  mixes  with  the  drofs  of  earth. 

To  fhow  creation  on  a  nobler  plan. 

And  give  the  world  Heaven’s  model  of  a  man* 

Before  it  Science,  Art,  and  Learning  bend  ; 

Through  all  at  once  its  radiant  lights  extend  ; 
Scorning  the  aids  which  humbler  minds  require, 

It  mounts  fpontaneous  in  eledric  fire ; 

Intuitively  pierces  each  difguife. 

And  drags  to  light  each  truth  that  hidden  lies  ; 

In  native  energy  ferenely  ftrong, 

Pours  the  full  tide  of  eloquence  along  ; 

Prepared  alike  in  every  mode  to  Ihine, 

To  guide  a  fenate,  or  to  point  a  line  ; 

Empires  to  rule,  and  armies  to  dired. 

Or  metaphyfic  fallacies  deted ; 

Aloft  to  foar  on  fancy’s  eagle  wing,  ^ 

Or  dive  felf-thought  in  learning’s  deepeft  fpring, 
Gilding  its  track  with  wifdom's  pureft  ray, 

Th*  ethereal  light  of  intellectual  day. 

Such  light  was  thine,  O  FOX  !  in  thee  alone 
With  undiminifh’d  fplendor  {till  it  Ihone 
From  earlieft  youth,  till  life’s  expiring  flame 
Reludtantly  forfook  thy  wafted  frame, 

Superior  ftill  to  all — and  e’en  in  death 

Its  brightnefs  glimmer’d  in  thy  parting  breath  : 

In  life’s  laft  ebb  the  Statefman’s  wifdom  flow’d  ; 

In  thought’s  laft  gleam  the  Patriot’s  vigour  glow’d  $ 
Nor  pain  nor  terror  mov’d  his  fteady  mind  j 
The  pain  he  felt,  was  pity  for  mankind. 

Thus  born  with  talents  every  ftate  to  fit, 

To  (hine  the  Statefman,  Scholar,  Sage,  and  Wit  ; 
Whate’er  ambition  prompted  to  perform. 

And  fteer  triumphant  through  its  wildeft:  ftorm  \ 

To  glare  a  meteor,  or  a  comet  blaze. 

And  dazzle  nations  with  difaftrous  rays ; 

Innate  benignity  of  foul  reftrain’d 

Each  adverfe  power,  and  wifdom’s  rule  maintain’d  $ 

Which  firm  amid  contending  fadions  flood, 

Sooth’d  paffion’s  ftorms,  and  flay’d  the  tide  of  blood* 
While  flubborn  pride,  with  ineflfedive  rage. 

Still  kindled  wars  it  knew  not  how  to  wage, 

And  brib’d  weak  dates  to  give  their  all  away 
To  Britain’s  deadiieft  foes  for  Britilh  pay  j 
He  whofe  vaft  genius,  with  fuccefsful  aim, 

Had  feiz’d  fecure  the  bloodftain’d  wreath  of  fame. 
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Defpif’d  each  felfifti  triumph,  and  purfu’d 
No  lure  of  glory,  but  his  Country’s  good. 

But  not  the  Statefman’s  toils,  the  Patriots  fame. 
The  fuffrage  of  the  Mnfe  alone  muft  claim  : 

9Tis  in  familiar  life’s  domeftic  cares 
That  mild  affeCtion  all  the  bofom  bares  ; 

■’Tis  in  warm  friendfhip’s  gayly  focial  hour 
The  mafk’s  thrown  by,  too  often  worn  in  power* 
3Tis  then  deep  Statefmen  adl  no  ftudied  part ; 

But  fpeak  the  genuine  dictates  of  the  heart  ; 

Praife  without  guile,  and  blame  without  control  $ 
Laugh  the  heart’s  laugh,  and  open  all  the  foul. 

And  here  let  grateful  memory  bring  to  view 
Scenes,  which  alas !  it  never  can  renew  ; 

When  all  the  bright  effulgence  of  His  mind 
Through  mildeft,  gentleft,  fimpleft  manners  fhin’d  $ 
When,  only  anxious  to  inftruCt  and  pleafe. 

The  Statefman’s  fenfe  affum’d  the  Courtier’s  eafe  % 
And  all-commanding  talent  lower’d  its  tone. 

That  feebler  minds  might  not  defpife  their  own* 

No  pomp  of  fpeech,  in  learning’s  garb  array’d. 
Dazzled  the  ignorant,  the  weak  difmay’d  ; 

No  pointed  fentence  of  farcaftic  wit 
The  unoffending  or  defencelefs  hit ; 

No  proud  difplay  of  what  His  mind  contain’d 
Abafh’d  the  timid,  or  the  meek  reftrain’d  ; 

No  gaudy  rhetorick,  with  felfifh  aim, 

In  private  converfe,  courted  public  fame  ; 

No  quaint  alluflon,  with  ambiguous  fenfe. 

To  bluffing  modefty  e’er  gave  offence  ; 

No  prim  conceit,  in  foppifh  neatnefs  dreft. 

No  hoarded  repartee,  or  ftudied  jeft. 

Slyly  conceal’d,  in  watchful  ambufh  lay 
Till  apt  occafion  prompted  its  difplay. 

Above  each  trick  of  art  his  Genius  tower’d, 

And  intellect’s  full  tide  fpontaneous  pour’d  ; 

To  embellifh  truth  with  unforc’d  effort  fought  3 
With  obfervation  juft  and  vigorous  thought ; 

With  fenfe  profound,  in  richeft  fancy  dreft  ; 

With  learning’s  ftores,  in  pureft  tafte  expreft  § 

Deep  and  yet  clear  its  copious  currents  roll’d 
Their  amber  waves  o’er  beds  of  native  gold* 

Whether  the  Politician’s  fenfe  reveal’d 
Events  in  pregnant  caufes  long  conceal’d 
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The  complicated  {broil  of  time  unroll’d  • 

And,  too  prophetic  !  Europe’s  fate  foretold  « 
Whether  the  Critic  op’d  his  ample  {lore. 

And  fpread  profufe  the  feaft  of  Grecian  lore  ; 

Or,  playfully  redundant,  fcatter’d  round 

The  flowers  which  fancy  cull’d  on  fairy  ground  -t 

If  pleaf’d  in  metaphyfic  maze  to  tread, 

And  trace  coy  fcience  to  its  fountain  head* 
Philofophy  difclof'd  the  fprings  of  mind, 

Unravel’d  thought,  and  analyf’d  mankind  j 
Alike  the  varying  ftream  abundant  flow’d. 

Alike  the  clearnefs  of  its  fountain  (how’d  % 

While  ft  ill,  in  each  effuflon  of  his  mind, 

Appear’d  the  heart’s  warm  glow— affedions  kind  5, 
That  firm  and  proud  integrity  of  foul 
Which  knew  no  felfilh  paflion’s  bafe  control  ; 

Truth  undifguif’d,  in  native  charms  adorn’d, 
WThich,  unobtrufive,  all  concealment  fcorn’d  5 
Alike  averfe  to  flatter  or  offend. 

And  never  captious,  though  untaught  to  bend  - 

Honeft  ambition,  whofe  unbiaff’d  aim 

Was  to  deferve,  not  win  the  fmile  of  fame  ; 

Which  afk’d  no  favour,  courted  no  affent. 

Nor  e’er  profeff’d  what  was  not  fully  meant ; 

The  powerful  knave  and  wealthy  blockhead  fcorn’d 
But  cherifh’d  all  whom  real  worth  adorn’d ; 

Which  through  the  paths  of  glory  ftill  purfu’d 
One  only  objed— univerfal  good  ; 

Which  health,  and  eafe,  and  life  itfelf  refign’d. 

To  fave  his  Country,  and  to  ferve  Mankind® 

While  o’er  His  tomb  defponding  millions  moan 
Who  in  His  fate  anticipate  their  own  ; 

For  him,  though  borne  on  an  untimely  bier, 
Philofophy  fhall  dry  Affedion’s  tear  : 

For  what,  alas  1  can  length  of  days  bellow. 

But  lengthen’d  mifery  and  lengthen’d  woe  ? 

9Tis  but  in  pain  to  draw  precarious  breath, 
Shivering  beneath  the  impending  dart  of  Death  3 
Benumb’d  in  dull  forgetfulnefs  to  fleep. 

Or  for  expiring  friends  to  wake  and  weep  ; 

Like  fome  old  oak,  upon  a  naked  ft  rand. 

The  relid  of  a  fallen  grove  to  Hand  ; 

Upon  whofe  wither’d,  bald,  and  blighted  head, 

The  damps  of  every  palling  cloud  are  ftied  ; 

From  whofe  bare  trunk,  now  mouldering  in  decay. 
Each  paffing  tempeil  tears  fome  limb  away  3 
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Whofe  roots,  expof’d  beneath  th*  inclement  fky2 
No  more  its  vital  nourifhment  fupply  ; 

Th’  incumbrance  of  the  foil  it  falls  at  lafl, 

Th*  unheeded  vi&lm  of  fome  wintry  blafh 

But  though  to  Him  the  lofs  of  life  be  final!. 
What  have  they  not  to  dread,  who  mourn  his  fall  $ 
What  have  they  not  to  dread,  who  ftill  remain 
To  hear  the  doleful  clink  of  flavery’s  chain ; 

To  fee  its  low'ring  clouds  diffuf’d  around. 

In  one  wide  wafte  creation  to  confound  ? 

While  all  benumb’d  in  deathlike  fleep  obey 
One  mighty  Mailer’s  univerfal  fway  ; 

From  whofe  vindictive  wrath  no  power  can  fave^ 
No  earthly  refuge  Ihelter — but  the  grave  ! 


E’en  Afric’s  fons,  condemn’d  in  hopelefs  toil 
To  till,  in  torrid  climes,  th*  unhealthful  foil. 

Their  Patron’s  fall  in  dumb  defpair  fhall  hear. 

And  drop,  mid  bloody  fweats,  the  filent  tear  : 
Wearied  and  fpent,  while  o’er  his  aching  head 
Their  hottefl  fires  meridian  funbeams  Ihed, 

While  ebbing  life  exudes  at  every  pore. 

And  e’en  the  lafh  can  now  extort  no  more  % 

The  Have  for  Freedom’s  friend  fhall  heave  a  groan^ 
And  in  His  fate  awhile  forget  his  own. 

And  can  then  hope  no  dillant  comfort  Ihow  ? 
No  future  blifs  irradiate  prefent  woe  ? 

Yes  : — fpite  of  all  the  cold  narcotic  lore 
Which  reafon  fpreads  where  fancy  loves  to  foar  5 
Which  holds  in  philofophic  doubts  confin’d 
Each  fource  of  fentiment  and  fpring  of  mind ; 

What  no  deep  fearch  of  fcience  can  unfold. 

Shall  modefl  faith  with  facred  awe  behold  ; 

And  teach,  as  through  yon  boundlefs  fpace  of  Ikies 
Worlds  beyond  worlds  in  endlefs  myriads  rife, 

O’er  each  prefiding  emanations  reign, 

DireCt  their  orbits  and  their  fires  maintain  5 
While  one  Almighty  univerfal  foul 
Lives  in  each  part  and  regulates  the  whole  5 
Bidding  in  infinite  fuccefliori  flow 
Whatever  beams  above  or  breathes  below  ? 

And,  Hill  advancing  on  from  fphere  to  fphere. 

As  intellectual  brightnefs  burns  more  clear, 

Th*  ethereal  efflux,  till  its  fplendors  fhine 
Pure  and  immortal  as  its  fource  divine  ! 

Then  (hall  th’  uncumber’d  Spirit  freely  rove 
With  thofe  who,  living  moft  deferv’d  its  love  5 
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Whofe  virtues  on  the  fame  broad  bafis  flood 
Of  private  worth  employ'd  for  publick  good  ; 

Who  greatly  a  (fled,  or  who  wifely  thought, 

And  for  their  Country's  freedom  toil’d  or  fought  f 
Who  in  the  glorious  caufe  each  effort  tried. 

And  juflly  triumph’d,  or  unjuftly  died  ; 

Who,  to  no  fedVs  or  party's  views  confin'd, 

Sought  but  the  general  welfare  of  mankind. 

Then  in  th'  eternal  manfiorts  of  the  bleft 
Shall  good  Timoleon  welcome  Thee  his  gueft  5 
Approving  Doria  nod  his  hoary  head. 

And  wipe  the  tear  o'er  fallen  Genoa  fhed  ; 

While  happier  Wafhington  fhall  feel  the  flame. 

He  living  felt,  rekindle  at  thy  name  ; 

And,  confcious  of  what  few  have  underftood. 

That  to  be  truly  great  is  to  be  good. 

Look  down  on  defpots,  who  fhall  blufhing  own. 

He  beft  deferv’d,  who  dar’d  defpife  a  throne. 

With  kindred  warmth  Epaminondas  glows. 

While  Solon's  wifilom  in  foft  numbers  fhows 
How  all  the  Poet's  elegance  refin'd 
All  that  the  Legiflator's  {kill  defign'd. 

Around,  the  intelledlual  feaft  to  fliare. 

Congenial  Spirits  float  in  ambient  air ; 

And  garlands,  gather’d  from  ambrofial  bowers. 
Entwine  with  wreathes  of  amaranthine  flowers. 

Yet  fure,  triumphant  o’er  this  netherworld, 

Some  ruling  fiend  his  banners  hath  unfurl'd  ; 

Who,  in  thofe  fields,  where  guiltlefs  thoufands  bled. 
And  winged  death  on  every  bullet  fped, 

Where  wild  promifcuous  daughter  rag’d  around. 

And  purple  torrents  drench'd  the  thirfly  ground. 
From  civil  vengeance  join'd  to  hoftile  ftrife, 
Preferv’d  fecure  its  great  Oppreffor's  life; 

While  he,  whofe  hand  had  check'd  its  lawlefs  fway. 
Untimely  falls  in  premature  decay  ; 

Juft  when  diftrefs  had  made  his  Country  wife, 

And  prefiing  danger  oped  its  Ruler’s  eyes  ; 

When  taught,  too  late  perhaps !  by  errors  paft. 

They  liften’d  to  the  voice  of  truth  at  laft  ; 

Obey’d  that  counfel,  which,  obey'd  when  given. 
Had  Tooth'd  the  wrath,  and  flay'd  the  bolt  of  Heaven 

O  may  our  late  contrition  yet  prevail, 

And  Heaven  prote<ft,  where  human  fuccours  fail  ! 
May  that  juft  Power,  which  claim’d  him  for  its  own 
Propitious  ftill  in  Freedom's  caufe  be  fhown  j 
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Preferve  its  glorious  gift,  nor  take  from  man 
What  belt  remains  of  his  Creator’s  plan  I 

Then  round  thy  tomb  fhall  happy  myriads  raife 
The  fong  of  gratitude  and  hymn  of  praife  ; 

With  liberal  heart  beftow  what  envious  pride 
To  all  thy  virtues,  living,  long  denied ; 

And,  to  the  memory  of  thy  genius  juft. 

With  glory’s  richest  splendour!  crown  thy  bust. 


Char  ciders  From.  Teems:  by  the  Rev,  George  Cr abbey  LLtB>. 

WITH  Andrew  Collet  we  the  year  begin, 

The  blind,  fat  Landlord  of  the  Old  Crown-Inn  c 
Pig  as  his  butt  and  for  the  felf-fame  ufe, 

To  take  in  ftdres  of  ftrong  fermenting  juice. 

On  his  huge  chair  befide  the  fire  he  fate. 

In  revel  chief,  and  umpire  in  debate  ; 

Each  night  his  ftring  of  vulgar  tales  he  told, 

When  ale  was  cheap  and  bachelors  were  bold ; . 

His  heroes  all  were  famous  in  their  days, 

Cheats  were  his  boaft  and  drunkards  had  his  praife  ; 

4(  One  in  three  draughts,  three  mugs  of  ale  took  down, 

44  As  Mugs  were  then — the  champion  of  the  Crown  ; 

4i  For  thrice  three  days  another  lived  on  ale. 

And  knew  no  change  but  that  of  mild  and  ftale  ; 

*(  Two  thirfty  foakers  watched  a  veflel’s  fide, 

*{  When  he  the  tap,  with  dexterous  hand  applied ; 

44  Nor  from  their  feats  departed,  till  they  found 
((  T  hat  butt  was  out  and  heard  the  mournful  found.58 

He  praifed  a  Poacher,  precious  child  of  fun  ! 

Who  fhot  the  Keeper  with  his  own  Spring-gun  ; 

Nor  lefs  the  Smugglers  who  the  Excifeman  tied. 

And  left  him  hanging  at  the  Birch- wood  fide. 

There  to  expire but  one  who  faw  him  hang. 

Cut  the  good  cord — a  traitor  of  the  gang. 

His  own  exploits,  with  boaftful  glee,  he  told, 

What  Ponds  he  emptied  and  what  Pikes  he  fold; 

And  how,  when  bleft  with  fight  alert  and  gay. 

The  night’s  amufements  kept  him  through  the  day. 

He  fang  the  praifes  of  thofe  times,  when  all 
44  For  cards  and  dice,  as  for  their  drink,  might  call  j 
44  When  Juftice  winked  on  every  jovial  crew, 

And  ten-pins  tumbled  in  the  Parfon’s  view.” 
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He  told,  when  angry  wives,  provoked  to  rail, 

Or  drive  a  third-day  drunkard  from  his  ale, 

What  were  his  triumphs  and  how  great  the  fkill. 

That  won  the  vexed  virago  to  his  will  ; 

Who  raving  came  then  talked  in  milder  ftrain, — 
Then  wept, — then  drank  and  pledged  her  fpoufe  again; 

Such  were  his  themes  :  how  knaves  o'er  laws  prevail. 
Or  when  made  captives,  how  they  fly  from  jail  ; 

The  young  how  brave,  how  fubtle  were  the  old  : 

And  oaths  attefled  all  that  folly  told. 

On  Death  like  his  what  name  (hall  we  bellow. 

So  very  hidden  !  yet  fo  very  How  ? 

9Twas  ilow— Difeafe  augmenting  year  by  year, 

Show'd  the  grim  King  by  gradual  Heps  brought  near s 
*Twas  not  lefs  hidden  ; — on  the  night  he  died. 

He  drank,  he  fwore,  he  jelled  and  he  lied, 

Thus  aiding  folly  with  departing  breath  ~ 
s(  Beware  Lorenzo ,  the  llow-fudden  Death.'* 

Next  died  the  Widow  Goe,  an  aftive  dame. 

Fam'd  ten  miles  round,  and  worthy  all  her  fame ; 

She  loll  her  Hufband  when  their  loves  were  young. 

But  kept  her  farm,  her  credit  and  her  tongue : 

Full  thirty  years  Ihe  ruled  with  matchlefs  Ik  ill. 

With  guiding  judgment  and  reliltlefs  will  ; 

Advice  fhe  fcorn’d,  rebellions  Ihe  fuppreff'd. 

And  fons  and  fervants  bow’d  at  her  beheft. 

Like  that  great  man's,  who  to  his  Saviour  came, 
Were  the  llrong  words  of  this  commanding  Dame,* — 

S(  Come,”  if  fhe  faid,  they  came  ;  if  ((  go,”  were  gone 
And  if  ((  do  this,” — that  inllant  it  was  done  : 

Her  Maidens  told  fire  was  all  eye  and  ear, 

In  darknefs  faw  and  could  at  dillance  hear 
No  Parilh-bufinefs  in  the  place  could  ilir. 

Without  diredlion  or  alfent  from  her ; 

In  turn  fhe  took  each  office  as  it  fell ; 

Knew  all  their  duties  and  difcharg’d  them  well  j 
The  lazy  vagrants  in  her  prefence  ihook. 

And  pregnant  damfels  fear’d  her  Hern  rebuke. 

She  looked  on  want,  with  judgment,  clear  and  cool, 
And  felt  with  reafon  and  bellow’d  by  rule  ; 

She  match’d  both  fons  and  daughters  to  her  mind. 

And  lent  them  eyes,  for  love,  Ihe  heard,  was  blind; 
Yet  ceafelefs  Hill  Ihe  llrove,  alert,  alive, 

The  working  bee,  in  full  or  empty  hive  $ 

Bufy  and  careful,  like  that  working  bee. 

No  time  for  love  nor  tender  cares  had  fhe  ; 

But  whe.n  our  farmers  made  their  amorous  vows. 

She  talked  of  market-heeds  and  patent-ploughs. 

Not  unemploy'd  her  evenings  paff’d  away, 

Araufement  clof'd,  as  bufmefs  waked  the  day  j 
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When  to  her  toilet's  brief  concern  fhe  ran. 

And  converfation  with  her  friends  began  ; 

Who  all  were  welcome  at  her  board  to  lhare. 

And  joyous  neighbours  praif’d  her  Chriftmas  fare  ; 

That  none  around  might,  in  their  fcorn,  complain 
Of  Goftip  Goe  as  greedy  in  her  gain. 

Thus  long  Ihe  reign'd,  admired,  if  not  approv'd  ; 

Praif’d,  if  not  honour’d ;  fear’d,  if  not  belov’d 
/  When,  as  the  bufy  days  of  Spring  drew  near, 

That  call’d  for  all  the  forecaft  of  the  year; 

When  lively  hope  the  rifing  crops  furvey’d. 

And  April  promif’d  what  September  pay’d  ; 

When  ft  ray’d  her  Lambs  where  Gorfe  and  Greenwood  grow  ; 
When  rofe  her  grafs  in  richer  vales  below ; 

When  pleaf’d  fhe  looked  on  all  the  fmiling  land,  1 

And  view’d  the  Hinds,  who  wrought  at  her  command  V 
As  Bridget  churn’d  the  Butter  for  her  hand  ;  J 

(Geefe,  Hens,  and  Turkeys  following  where  fhe  went ;) 

Then,  dread  overcame  her, — that  her  days  were  fpent. 

“  Blefs  me  ;  I  die  and  not  a  warning  given, — 

<s  With  much  to  do  on  Earth  and  all  for  Heaven  ! 

«  No  leave  petition’d  for  the  barn’s  repairs ; 

No  reparation  for  my  Soul’s  affairs  ; 
fC  Accounts  perplexed,  my  intereft  yet  unpaid, 

“  My  mind  unlettled  and  my  will  unmade  ; — 

*c  A  Lawyer  hafte,  and  in  your  way,  a  Prieft, 
s£  And  let  me  die  in  one  good  work  at  leaft.” 

She  fpake,  and,  trembling,  dropp’d  upon  her  knees. 

Heaven  in  her  eye  and  in  her  hand  her  keys ; 

And  ftill  the  more  fhe  found  her  life  decay,  t 

With  greater  force  fhe  grafp’d  thofe  figns  of  fway, 

Then  fell  and  died !  ....  In  hafte  her  Tons  drew  near, 

And  dropp’d,  in  hafte,  the  tributary  tear, 

Then  from  the  adhering  clafp  the  keys  unbound. 

And  confolation  for  their  forrows,  found. 


'Woman .  From  the  fame . 

Mr .  Ledyard ,  as  quoted  by  Mr .  Parket  in  his  Travels  into  Africa • 

4  #  To  a  Woman  I  never  addrefled  myfelf  in  the  language  of  decency  and 
friendlhip,  without  receiving  a  decent  and  friendly  anfwer.  If  I 
was  hungry  or  thirfty,  well  or  fick,  they  did  not  hefitate  like  Men, 
to  perform  a  generous  aftion  :  In  fo  free  and  kind  a  manner  did  they 
contribute  to  my  relief,  that  if  I  was  dry,  I  drank  the  fweeteft 
draught ;  and  if  hungry,  I  ate  the  coarfeft  morfel  with  a  double 
relifh !” 


PLACE  the  White-Men  on  Africk’s  coaft, 
Whofe  fwarthy  Tons  in  blood  delight. 
Who  of  their  fcorn  to  Europe  boaft. 

And  paint  their  very  daemons  white  :  - 


There 
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There  while  the  fterner  fex  difdains- 
To  foothe  the  w&es  they  cannot  feel ; 
Woman  will  ftrive  to  heal  his  pains. 
And  weep  for  thofe,  (he  cannot  heal  : 
Hers  is  warm  Pity’s  fa c red  glow  ; 

From  all  her  (fores  (he  bears  a  part* 
And  bids  the  fpring  of  hope  reflow. 

That  languiiVd  in  the  fainting  heart* 


(t  What  though  fo  pale  his  haggard  face, 

((  So  funk  and  fad  his  looks,'’ — fhe  cries, 

€(  And  far  unlike  our  nobler  race, 

u  With  crifped  locks  and  rolling  eyes ; 
u  Yet  mifery  marks  him  of  our  kind, 
iS  We  fee  him  loft,  alone,  afraid  % 
t(  And  pangs  of  body,  griefs  in  mind, 

“  Pronounce  him  man  and  aik  our  aid* 

**  Perhaps  on  feme  far  diftant  (here, 

S(  There  are  who  in  thefe  forms  delight  % 
is  Whofe  milky  features  pleafe  them  more, 

“  Than  ours -of  jet  thus  burnifh'd  bright  j 
**  Of  fuch  may  be  his  weeping  wife, 
i(  Such  children  for  their  fire  may  call, 
t(  And  if  we  fpare  his  ebbing  life, 

f(  Our  kindnefs  n>ay  prefer  ve  them  all,*9 

Thus  her  companion  woman  (hews, 

Beneath  the  Line  her  ads  are  thefe  s 
Nor  the  wide  wafte  of  Lapland  fnows. 

Can  her  warm  flow  of  pity  freeze  * 
ri  From  feme  fad  land  the  ftranger  comes, 

44  Where  joys  like  ours  are  never  found  i 
44  Let’s  footh  him  m  our  happy  homes, 

44  Where  freedom  fits,  with  plenty  crown'd* 

sg  9Tls  good  the  fainting  foul  to  cheer, 

44  To  fee  the  famifh’d  ftranger  fed ; 

To  milk  for  him  the  mother  deer, 

44  To  fmooth  for  him  the  lurry  bed. 

44  The  powers  above,  our  Lapland  blefs, 

4‘  With  good  no  other  people  know  ; 

44  To  enlarge  the  joys  that  we  poflefs, 

44  By  feeling  thofe  that  we  beftow  Is® 

Voi.  XLIX,  or  Voi.  VU.  Ntw  Sim  is,  *Nn 
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Thus  in  extremes  of  cold  and  heat. 

Where  wandering  man  may  trace  his  kind  ; 

Wherever  grief  and  want  retreat, 

Tn  woman  they  compaflion  find  ; 

She  makes  the  female-break  her  feat. 

And  dictates  mercy  to  the  mind. 

Man  may  the  fterner  virtues  know, 
Determin'd  jufHce,  truth  fevere ; 

But  female  hearts  with  pity  glow. 

And  woman  holds  affli&ion  dear  ; 

For  guiltlefs  woes  her  forrows  flow. 

And  fuffering  vice  compels  her  tear  : 

'Tis  her's  to  feoth  the  ills  below, 

And  bid  life's  fairer  views  appear ; 

To  woman’s  gentle  kind  we  owe. 

What  comforts  and  delights  us  here  ; 

They  its  gay  hopes  on  youth  beftow, 

And  care  they  foothe  and  age  they  cheer. 


The  Affliction  of  Margaret  — — —  of  *—• — — — -  *  From  Poems$  bj  William 

Werdfworth, 

WHERE  art  thou,  my  beloved  Son, 

Where  art  thou,  worfe  to  me  than  dead  ? 

Oh  And  me  profperous  or  undone  ! 

Or,  if  the  grave  be  now  thy  bed. 

Why  am  1  ignorant  of  the  fame, 

That  I  may  reft,  and  neither  blame. 

Nor  forrow  may  attend  thy  name  ? 

Seven  years,  alas,  to  have  received 
No  tidings  of  an  only  child  ! 

To  have  defpair’d  and  have  believed. 

And  be  for  evermore  beguil’d  j 
Sometimes  with  thoughts  of  very  blifs ! 

I  catch  at  them,  and  then  I  mifs ; 

Was  ever  darknefs  like  to  this  ? 

He  was  among  the  prime  in  worth. 

An  object  beauteous  to  behold  ; 

Well  born,  well  bred ;  I  fent  him  forth 
Ingenuous,  innocent,  and  bold  : 

If  things  enfued  that  wanted  grace. 

As  hath  been  faid,  they  were  not  bafe  5 
And  never  blufh  was  on  my  face. 

*;■  Ah  i 
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Ah  1  little  doth  the  Young  One  dream. 
When  full  of  play  and  childifh  cares, 

What  power  hath  even  his  wildeft  fcream. 
Heard  by  his  Mothe?  unawares ! 

He  knows  it  not,  he  cannot  guefs  : 

Years  to  a  mother  bring  d if! refs  ; 

And  do  not  make  her  love  the  lefs* 

Negleft  me !  no  I  fufFer’d  long 
From  that  ill  thought ;  and  being  blind, 
Said,  i(  pride  fhall  help  me  in  my  wrong  ; 
Kind  mother  have  I  been,  as  kind 
As  ever  breathed  and  that  is  true  ; 

I’ve  wet  my  path  with  tears  like  dew, 
Weeping  for  him  when  no  one  knew. 

My  Son,  if  thou  be  humbled,  poor, 
Hopelefs  of  honour  and  of  gain. 

Oh  !  do  not  dread  thy  mother’s  door, 
Think  not  of  me  with  grief  and  pain  : 

I  now  can  fee  with  better  eyes  ; 

And  worldly  grandeur  I  defpife, 

And  fortune  with  her  gifts  and  lies. 

Alas !  the  fowls  of  Heaven  have  wings. 
And  blafts  of  Heaven  will  aid  their  flight  ; 
They  mount,  how  fhort  a  voyage  brings 
The  wanderers  back  to  their  delight  1 
Chains  tie  us  down  by  land  and  fen ; 

And  wifhes,  vain  as  mine,  may  be 
All  that  is  left  to  comfort  thee. 

Perhaps  feme  dungeon  hears  thee  groan, 
Maim'd,  mangled  by  inhuman  men  ; 

Or  thou  upo®  a  defert  thrown 
Inheriteft  the  Lion’s  den  ; 

Or  haft  been  fummoned  to  the  Deep, 

Thou,  thou  and  ail  thy  mates,  to  keep 
An  incommunicable  fleep. 

I  look  for  ghofts ;  but  none  will  force 
Their  way  to  me ;  ’tis  falfely  faid 
That  there  was  ever  intercourfe 
Betwixt  the  living  and  the  dead  ; 

For,  furely,  then  I  fiiould  have  fight 
Of  himT  wait  for  day  and  night 
With  love  and  longing  infinite* 


*  N  j* .  a 
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My  apprehenfions  come  in  crowds ; 

I  dread  the  ruftling  of  the  grafs ; 

The  very  fhadows  of  the  clouds 
Have  power  to  fhake  me  as  they  pafs ; 

I  queftion  things,  and  do  not  find 
One  that  will  anfwer  to  my  mind  ; 

And  all  tjie  world  appears  unkind. 

Beyond  participation  lie 
My  troubles,  and  beyond  relief : 

If  any  chance  t©  heave  a  figh 
They  pity  me,  and  not  my  grief. 

Then  come  to  me,  my  Son,  or  fend 
Some  tidings  that  my  woes  may  endj 
I  have  no  other  earthly  friend. 


Prom  Hours  tf  Idlenefs  :  a  feries  of  Poems ,  original  and  tranfiated,  bj  Georg? 

Gardon,  Lord  Byrcn ,  a  Minor , 

■**  1  had  my  fate  been  join’d  with  thine 

As  once  this  pledge  appeared  a  token  $ 

Thefe  follies  had  not,  then,  been  mine, 

For,  then,  my  peace  had  not  been  broken. 

To  thee,  thefe  early  faults  I  owe. 

To  thee,  the  wife  and  old  reproving  ; 

They  know  my  fins,  but  do  not  know, 

'Twas  thine  to  break  the  bonds  of  loving. 

For,  once,  my  foul  like  thine  was  pure. 

And  all  its  rifing  fires  could  fmother  ; 

But,  now,  thy  vows  no  more  endure. 

Bellow'd  by  thee  upon  another. 

Perhaps,  his  peace  I  could  deftroy, 

And  fpoil  the  blifles  that  await  him ; 

Yet,  let  my  rival  fmile  in  joy. 

For  thy  dear  fake  I  cannot  hate  him. 

Oh  !  fince  thy  angel  form  is  gone, 

My  heart  no  more  can  left  with  any ; 

But  what  it  fought  in  thee  alone, 

Attempts^  alas !  to  find  in  many. 
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Then  fare  thee  well,  deceitful  maid, 

’Twere  vain  and  fruitlefs  to  regret  thee  ; 

Nor  hope,  nor  memory,  yield  their  aid. 

But  pride  may  teach  me  to  forget  thee,. 

Yet  all  this  giddy  wafte  of  years. 

This  tirefome  round  of  palling  pleafures, 

Thefe  varied  loves,  thefe  matron’s  fears, 

Thefe  thoughtlefs  ftrains  to  paffion’s  meafurei*, 

If  thou  wert  mine,  had  all  been  hufh’d  • 

This  cheek  now  pale  from  early  riot. 

With  paflion’s  he&ic  ne’er  had  flufti’d* 

But  bloom’d  in  calm  domeftic  quiet. 

Yes,  once  the  rural  fcene  was  fweet, 

For  nature  feem’d  to  fmile  before  thee  ; 

And  once  my  breaft  abhorr’d  deceit, 

For  then  it  beat  but  to  adore  thee, 

I  ,  i 

But,  now,  I  feek  for  other  joys ; 

To  think,  would  drive  my  foul  to  madoefs  s 
i  In  thoughtlefs  throngs,  and  empty  noife, 

I  conquer  half  my  bofom's  fadnefs. 

Yet,  even  in  thefe,  a  thought  will  fteal. 

In  fpite  of  every  vain  endeavour  | 

And  fiends  might  pity  what  I  feel. 

To  know,  that  thou  art  loft  for  ever. 


Lachin  Y  Gair,  From  the  fame . 

Lachin  y  Gair,  or  as  it  is  pronounced  in  the  Erfe,  Loch  na  Garr, 
towers  proudlypre-eminent  in  the  northern  Highlands, near  Invtrca-ttld* 
One  of  our  modern  tourifts  mentions  it  as,  the  higheft  mountain  per¬ 
haps  in  Great  Britain  :  be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  certainly  one  of  the 
molt  fublime  and  pifturefque  amongfl  our  (<  Caledonian  Alps.**  Its 
appearance  is  of  a  dufky  hue,  but  the  fummit  is  the  feat  of  eternal 
fnows  :  near  Lachin  y  Gair  I  fpent  fome  of  the  early  part  of  my  life, 
the  recollection  of  which  has  given  birth  to  the  following  ftanzas  . 
» 

I. 

AWAY,  ye  gay  landfcapes  f  ye  gardens  of  rofes ! 

In  you  let  the  minions  of  luxury  rove ; 

Reftore  me  the  rocks,  where  the  fnow-fiake  repofes. 

Though  (till  they  are  facred  to  freedom  and  love  ; 

*  N  n  3  Yet, 
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Yet,  Caledonia!  belov’d  are  thy  mountains, 

Round  their  white  fummits  though  elements  war. 

Though  cataracts  foam,  'Read  of  frrscodi  f.  wing  fountains, 
I  figh  for  the  valley  of  dark  Lochin  y  Garr. 

II. 

Ah  !  there  my  young  footfteps  in  infancy  wander’d. 

My  cap  was  the  bonnet,  my  cloak  was  the  plaid*. 

On  chieftains  long  perifh  ’d  my  memory  ponder’d, 

As  daily  I  itrode  through  the  pine-cover’d  glade  ; 

I  fought  not  my  home,  till  the  day’s  dying  glory 
Gave  place  to  the  rays  of  the  bright  polar  flarj 
For  fancy  was  cheer’d  by  traditional  ftory, 

Difclof’d  by  the  natives  of  dark  Loch  na  Garr. 

III. 

Shades  of  the  dead !  have  I  not  heard  your  voices 
Rife  on  the  night-rolling  breath  of  the  gale  ? 

Surely  the  foul  of  the  hero  rejoices. 

And  rides  on  the  wind  o’er  his  own  Highland  vale* 
Round  Loch  na  Garr  while  the  ftormy  mill  gathers* 
Winter  presides  -in  his  cold  icy  car. 

Clouds  there  encircle  the  forms  of  my  fathers, 

They  dwell  in  the  tempeits  of  dark  Loch  na  Garr. 


Ill  flarred  i,  though  brave,  did  no  vilions  foreboding*. 

Tell  you  that  fate  had  forfaken  your  caufe  ? 

Ah  !  were  you  deftin’d  to  die  at  Culloden 

Victory  crown’d  not  your  fall  with  applauie  ; 

Still  were  you  happy  in  death’s  earthly  Humber, 

You  reft  with  your  clan  in  the  caves  of  Braemar  j[, 

The  pibroch  §  refounds,  to  the  piper’s  loud  number, 

Y  our  deeds,  on  the  echoes  of  dark  Loch  na  Garr. 

■*  This~  word  is  erroneoufly  pronounced  plad ;  the  proper  pronunciation  (according 
£o  the  Scotch)  is  fliewn  by  the  orthography. 

t  I  allude  here  to  my  maternal  anceftprs,  the  “  Gordons,”  many  of  whom  fought  for 
the  unfortunate  prince  Charles,  better  known  by  the  name  of  the  Pretender.  This 
branch  was  nearly  allied  by  blood,  as  well  as  attachment  to  the  Stuarts.  George  the 
snd  earl  of  Huntley,  married  the  princess  Annabella  Stuart,  daughter  of  lames  I.  of 
Scotland.  By  her  he  left  four  fons  ;  the  third  fir  William  Sordon,  J  have  the  honour 
to  claim  as  one  of  my  progenitors. 

£  Whether  any  perifhed  in  the  battle  of  Culloden,  I  am  not  certain,  but  as  many  fell 
in  the  infurredtion,  I  have  ufed  the  name  of  the  principal  action,  “  pars  pro  toto.” 

||  A  trade  of  the  Highlands  fo  called  ;  there  is  alio  a  cattle  at  Braeaiar# 

A  bagpipe, 

' :  f'  ‘ft. 


V.  Years 
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v. 

Years  have  roll’d  on,  Loch  na  Garr  !  fince  I  left  you 
Years  mull  elapfe,  ere  I  tread  jou  again  : 

Nature  of  verdure  and  flowers  has  bereft  you. 

Yet  ftill  are  you  dearer  than  Albion’s  plain  : 
England !  thy  beauties  are  tame  and  domeftic, 

To  one  who  has  rov’d  on  the  mountains  afar. 

Oh  !  for  the  crags  that  are  wild  and  majeftic. 

The  fleep,  frowning  glories  of  dark  Loch  na  Garr, 


FJ-ivin  and  Lucy  :  a  Ballad ,  From  Poems,  chiefly  Amatory . 

Carey. 

OWHO  is  (he  with  haggard  eye 
That  fcales  the  airy  deep. 

Oft  as  the  filver  ftar  of  eve 
Gleams  on  the  diftar.t  deep. 

That  with  unwearied  ftep  afcends 
The  promontory’s  height, 

Oft  as  the  melancholy  main 
Reflects  the  lunar  light  j 

And  there,  to  winds  that  murmur  low, 

That  lings  fo  fadly  fweet. 

And  ftill  her  toiling  eyeballs  drains, 

The  gliding  fail  to  meet  ? 

O  !  wonder  not  that,  ftranger,  there 
Y ou  hear  the  fong  of  woe, 

And  mark  the  lovely  maniac  ftand. 

And  watch  the  waves  below. 

Lift  to  the  dory  of  her  woe. 

As  from  yon  rude  rock’s  height 
She  pours  the  dying  notes  of  grief 
On  the  dull  ear  of  night. 

Si  Can  winds,  with  envy  fraught  and  hate, 
The  fails  of  love  detain  ? 

Or  can  the  waves  refufe  to  fpecd 
A  lover  o’er  the  main  ? 

((  Ye  ftars  that  gem  the  brow  of  night. 

Or  glimmer  o’er  the  deep, 

Or  hide  your  orbs  in  clouds,  or  bathe 
Your  trefleg  in  the  deep! 

N  n  4 
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By  David 


Shine 
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Shine  forth,  in  ail  your  fplendour  bright, 

To  guide  him  on  his  way. 

Nor  with  malignant  influence  fraught 
A  lover’s  fleps  delay. 

u  And  thou,  pale  moon  !  that  traveli’fi  far. 

Thy  friendly  light  bellow, 

For  thou  wert  witnefs  to  his  love, 

His  tears  and  parting  vow. 

€s  For  him,  ye  fea  nymphs !  ceafe  to  pour 
Your  wildly  warbled  ftrains. 

Nor  lure  him  to  your  green  retreats. 

To  bind  him  in  your  chains. 

What  fhades  incline  my  love  to  Hay, 

Or  hide  him  from  my  view  ? 

Art  thou  the  fport  of  wayward  fate  ? 

Or  is  thy  heart  untrue  ? 

f(  Haft  thou  forgot  thy  plighted  vows, 

And  Lucy  loft  her  charms  ? 

And  not  a  thought  of  other  days 
Thy  raptur’d  bofom  warms  ? 

£i  Though  with  the  fmiling  cherub,  Peace, 

My  waning  beauty  flew. 

Wilt  thou  not  love  thy  Lucy  Hill  * 

-As  thou  wert  wont  to  do  ? 

Alas !  ’tis  all  for  thee  that  grief 
Has  dimm'd  her  eyes  with  tears  ; 

That  on  her  channeled  cheek  no  more 
The  rofe  of  health  appears-, 

-(£  For  thee  that  to  the  Mercy-feat 
Her  fupplications  rife  ; 

The  day  is  feen  through  clouds  of  woe, 

The  night  is  fpent  in  fighsl 

“  For  thee  that  with  the  fun  die  clinjbs 
The  promontory’s  height. 

And  lingers  there  till  Ocean’s  wave 
Refietts  the  lunar  light.” 

Long  lhall  ftxe  ftray  thefe  haunts  among 
To  watch  the  gliding  fail. 

That  bark  fhall  ne’er  return,  for  which 
She  keeps  hex  yjgils  pale, 

’  The 


% 
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The  youth  for  whom  (be  breathes  the  figh. 
And  climbs  the  deep  in  vain, 

How  ileeps  the  long  long  deep  of  death 
Beneath  the  roaring  main. 

Poor  child  of  grief  i  didft  thou  not  weep, 

■  Did  not  thy  bofom  bleed, 

Till  reafan  £ed  thy  fever'd  brain 
And  left  thee  poor  Indeed  I 

But  Hope  a  happio-efs  imparts 

That  Truth  could  ne'er  have  given, 

And  mingles  with  the  cup  of  woe 
A  foothing  draught  from  heaven. 

Yet  not  by  thee  fair  Nature's  face 
Was  always  feen  through  tears  ; 

Nor  always  pale  thy  channeled  cheek. 
Where  health  no  more  appears. 

9T was  when  for  thee,  on  Avon's  fide. 

Love  lighted  tap  the  day, 

And  lent  new  power  to  beauty's  charms, 
Aud  bade  thy  heart  be  gay. 

Who  of  the  youths  by  Avon*s  wave 
With  Edwin  could  compare  i 
And  'mong  the  maids  who  haunt  its  bank*. 
As  Lucy  who  fo  fair  i 

Love's  fweet  contagion  foon  was  caught. 
And  quickly  too  reveal'd  ; 

And  in  the  holy  eye  of  Heaven 
By  mutual  vows  was  feal'd. 

Oft  in  the  bloflbm-woven  bower 
They  breathed  alternate  vows. 

And  (hared  that  Interchange  of  heart 
That  Virtue  only  knows. 

Or  led  the  walk  along  the  mead. 

Beneath  the  dewy  light, 

What  time  the  (lar  of  twilight  (hone. 

Or  the  fair  queen  of  night. 

But  Edwin  1  thefe  are  virgin  charms 
That  thou  mull  ne'er  poffefs, 

Unlefs  from  Fortune  thou  canft  win 
The  fmile  and  bland  cards* 
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Go  !  Edwin*  go  l  and  urge  the  chafe,, 

Since  nought  but  Gold  can  move 

The  eye  of  avarice  to  fmile 
Propitious  on  thy  love. 

Go  !  ply  the  illimitable  fearch 
From  Indus  to  the  pole  ; 

Go  !  and  the  flatterer  Hope*  (hall  fhed 
Her  day-dreams  on  thy  foul. 

And  Love  fhall  lend  his  pleafing  aid 
To  cheat  the  lingering  hours  ; 

And  Fancy  give  the  maid  to  range 
With  thee  Idalian  bowers. 

He  went— -the  temped:  fwift  defcends. 

The  billows  threat  the  ikies — - 

The  wreck  is  flrew’d  along  the  11  rand— « 

The  haplefs  lover  dies ! 

Divided  pair  your  tender  tale 
Shall  to  the  mufe  be  dear, 

And  oft  her  pity  fhall  bellow 
The  tributary  tear  ; 

And  oft  to  the  refponfive  lyre 
Your  ftory  {hall  relate, 

And  mourn  that  love  fo  true  Ihould  meet 
On  earth  no  better  fate. 


To  Marj,  From  the  fame* 

OL0VE !  and  is  thy  bread:  fo  cold, 

Thou  can'll  no  look  of  gladnefs  wear, 

Kor  feel  one  tranfport  to  behold 

The  youth  who  once  was  fondly  dear  l 

And  has  my  Mary’s  heart  forgot 
The  joys  that  vve  together  knew. 

When  infant  blifs  endear'd  the  fpot 
Where  all  our  little  friendlhips  grew  ? 

Ah  Mary  !  thofe  were  blifsful  days. 

And  youth  a  feene  of  fairy  land  : 

I  led  ihy  heps  through  childhood's  maze. 

And  faw  thy  virgin  bloom  expand# 

Tie 

v  '  t 
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The  wild  rofe  from  the  mountain’s  fide, 

The  lily  from  the  bloiTom’d  lea, 

1  cull’d  with  all  a  lover’s  pride. 

To  form  a  bowery  wreath  for  thee. 

And  I  have  prais’d  thy  cheek  fc  red. 

In  words  that  truth  and  nature  lent. 

And  kifs’d  thee  for  the  things  thou,  faidj 
Ere  yet  I  knew  what  killing  meant. 

And  is  thy  heart  become  fo  cold. 

So  1qH  to  feeling  and  to  truth,  i 

As  thus  to  leave  for  love  of  gold. 

The  fond  companion  of  thy  youth  ? 

Yet  though  thofe  hours  to  memory  dear. 

Renew  no  tender  thought  of  me. 

And  thou  art  proof  to  pity’s  tear— 

That  tear,  alas  I  lhall  flow  for  thee. 

For  trull  me,  love,  the  changeful  heart 
That  proves  unfaithful  to  its  vow. 

That  cannot  (hare  love’s  melting  fmart,— 

No  thrilling  tranfport  e’er  (hall  know. 

The  lovers’  fond  and  raptured  hour. 

When  in  extatic  trance  they  meet. 

Shall  never  blefs  their  joylefs  bower 
With  union  how  divinely  fweet. 

Yet  may’ll  thou  ne’er  his  anguilh.  fhare, 

Whdfe  break  is  deflin’d  to  bemoan 
A  pang  more  poignant  than  defpair — ■ 

To  weep  thy  woe  and  feel  his  own ! 


Dawn,  From  the  Lay  oj  an  Irijk  Harfa  hy  Mifs  QnwnfsM,, 


THERE  is  a  foft  and  fragrant  hour. 

Sweet,' frelh,  reviving  is  its  power  ; 

’Tis  when  a  ray 

Steals  from  the  veil  of  parting  night, 

And  by  its  mild  prelufive  light 
Joretels  the  day, 

?T1« 
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*Tis  when  forae  lingering  ftars  fcarce  fhed 
O’er  the  mil!:. clad  mountain’s  head 
Their  fairy  beam; 

Then  one  by  one  retiring,  (broad, 

,  Dim  glittering  through  a  fleecy  cloud. 

Their  laft  faint  gleam. 

/ 

9Tis  when  (juft  waked  from  tranfient  death 
By  feme  frefti  zephyr’s  balmy  breath) 

Th’  unfolding  rofe  * 

Sheds  on  the  air  ns  rich  perfume. 

While  every  bud  with  deeper  bloom 
And  beamy  glows,. 

*Tis  when  fond  nature  (genial  power!) 

Weeps  o’er  each  drooping  night. clofed  flower* 

While  foftly  fly 

Thofe  doubtful  mills,  that  leave  to  view 
Each  glowing  fcene  of  various  hue 
That  charms  the  eye. 

*Tis  when  the  fea.girt  turret’s  brow 
deceives  the  Eaft’s  firft  kindling  glow. 

And  the  dark  wave, 

Swelling  to  meet  the  orient  gleam, 

Reftefls  the  warmly-ftrengthening  bq&m 
It  feems  to  lave, 

’Tis  when  the  reftlefs  child  of  fbrrow. 

Watching  the  wifh’d-for  riling  morrow. 

His  couch  foregoes. 

And  feeks  midft  fcenes  fo  fweet,  fo  mild. 

To  footh  thofe  pangs  fo  keen,  fo  wild. 

Of  hopelefs  woes. 

Nor  day,  nor  night,  this  hour  can  claim. 

Nor  moonlight  ray,  nor  noomtide  beam. 

Does  it  betray  j 

But  frefti,  reviving,  dewy,  fweet. 

It  baftes  the  glowing  hours  to  meet 
Of  riling  day. 

*  The  jleep  a{ pldttts,  and  the  clustering  folds  of  their  leaves  during  the  night,  is  as 
feifhfully  alcertained  by  the  botanilis  as  the  expanlion  ot  their  chaims,  with  renewed 
fcloom  and  vigour,  at  the  approaching  return  of  the  fun. — “  The  common  appearance  of 
moll  vegetables,”  fays  an  eminent  natural')!!,  “  is  fo  changed  in  the  night,  that  it  is 
difficult  to  rccognjae  the  iifieareSt  kinds  even  by  the  aftiilance  pf  light 

V kijjttude  ; 
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H Hide ;  an  Ode ,  From  the  Rev,  J.  Sims’s  edition  of  Mickle’s  Poems* 

S(  T?  APT  *n  bought,  that  bids  thee  rife 
XV  In  all  thy  forms  before  mine  eyes, 

I  glow  with  joy  to  fee  thee  come 
In  rofy  health  and  youthful  bloom  : 

And  now,  cold  horror  trembles  o’er  my  foul. 

When  thou  in  blank  uncertainty  array’d. 

With  iron-hearted  deaf  control 
Throw’ft  all  around  thy  awful,  dubious  fnade. 


Oh,  giye  my  fong,  myfterious  power! 

The  joys  and  terrors  of  thy  fway  to  tell. 

Thy  fway  o’er  univerfal  nature  fpread, 

The  fvveeteft  hope  of  man,  and  darkeft  dread! 

Behold,  where  (hivering  in  the  rattling  hail. 

While  drizzling  black  clouds  o’er  him  low-er. 

Bent  o’er  his  flaiF,  with  livid  vifage  fell. 

Dull  Winter  flays  his  creeping  ftep  to  paafe. 

And  wifhful  turns  his  icy  eyes 
On  April’s  meads.  Beckoning  on  flowery  May, 

With  gentle  Ihadowy  hand  thou  moveft  away 
The  lingering  churl.  Swift  o’er  the  primrofe  dab 
The  new-wak’d  bee  his  humming  labour  plies ; 

And  fudden  from  each  budding  grove  ; 

Incenfe  to  heaven,  the  fongs  of  love 
Attefl  rejoicing  nature’s  glad  applaufe. 

€g  Glift’ning  with  dew  the  green„hairM  Spring 
Walks  through  the  woods5  and  fmiling  in  her  triin, 
Youth  flutters  gay  on  cherub  wing. 

And  life  exulting  lifts  the  eye  to  heaven, 

And  crown’d  with  bearded  grain. 

And  hay-grafs  breathing  odours  bland, 

Bold  Summer  comes  in  manhood’s  lufly  prime* 

Anon  his  place  is  given 
To  veteran  Autumn  :  vellow  glows 
His  waving  robe  :  with  confcious  mien  fublimt 
He  proudly  lifts  his  fun-brown’d  browj 
High  o’er  the  loaded  clime. 

For  him  the  full-orb’d  moon  with  orange  rays 
Gilds  mild  the  night  ;  for  him  her  courfe  delays  ; 

And  jolly  wealth  lies  wide  beneath  his  hand*. 

But  foon  decrepid  age  he  fhews, 

And  all  his  golden  honours  paft, 

Naked  before  Odober’s  blafl: 

He  flies  the  plunder’d  land, 

it 
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{S  With  hoRry -bearded  cheek  and  front  fevere. 

Of  angry  fretful  fcowl,  from  fored  wild, 

Now  rheum-eyed  Winter  hadens  to  the  plain ; 

The  hollow  blaft  low  groaning  in  his  ear: 

Round  his  bald  head  the  brown  leaves  drift  amain  * 
And  foon  his  fnowy  mantle  wide  he  throws 
O'er  vale  and  hill,  and  icicles  he  weeps. 

The  fun  withdraws  his  golden  rays. 

And  Ihort  his  cold  diurnal  vifit  pays 
With  faint  and  dlvery  beam. 

As  liftlefs  to  difturb  the  deep  repofe, 

While  languid  nature  deeps. 

Anon  to  focial  mirth  beguil’d. 

Safe  from  the  temped  breme 
That  howls  without,  and  beating  rain. 

The  tyrant  bids  the  friendly  hearth  to  blaze  % 

And  with  the  feats  of  former  days. 

Of  battles  dread,  and  heroes  {lain, 

And  valiant  deeds  of  many  a  knight. 

And  loves  of  ladies  palling  bright, 

The  long. contented  evening  fweet  he  cheers  % 

'  While  from  his  day-fport  on  the  ice-bound  dream* 
Wreary  returned,  with  wonder  and  delight, 
Unrazor’d  youth  the  various  legend  hears. 

Thefe  are  thy  grateful  changes,  mighty  power, 
Viciffitude  !  but  far  more  grateful  kill 
When  now  from  nature’s  frozen  deep  profound, 
Jnvigor’d  vegetation  wakes, 

And  Spring  with  primrofe  garland  crown'd. 
The  feeds  of  plenty  o’er  the  fuming  ground, 

From  her  green  mantle  {hakes." 


The  Swallow.  From  Be  achy  Heady  with  other  Peem$>  hj  Charlotte  Smith . 

rT",HE  gorfe  is  yellow  on  the  heath 
.JL  The  banks  with  fpeedwell  dowers  are  gay. 

The  oaks  are  budding,  and  beneath, 

The  hawthorn  foon  will  bear  the  wreath. 

The  diver  wreath  of  May. 

The  welcome  gueft  of  fettled  fpring, 

The  Swallow  too  is  come  at  lad ; 
jud  at  fun-fet,  when  thrufhes  ling, 

I  favv  her  dalh  with  rapid  wing, 

And  hail’d  her  as  die  pafs'd, 

.  i(  Come, 


POETRY. 

Come,  fummer  vifitant,  attach 
To  my  reed  roof  your  nefl  of  clay, 

And  let  my  ear  your  mufic  catch. 

Low  twittering  underneath  the  thatch. 

At  the  gray  dawn  of  day. 

\  >  .■ 

(i  As  fables  tell,  an  Indian  fage. 

The  Kindoifani  woods  among, 

Could  in  his  defert  hermitage, 

As  if ’twere  marked  in  written  page, 
Tranfiate  the  wild  birds'  fong. 

**  I  wifn  I  did  his  power  poflefs. 

That  I  might  learn,  fleet  bird,  from  thee. 
What  our  vain  fyftems  only  guefs, 

And  know  from  what  wild  wildernefs 
You  came  acrofs  the  fea. 

I  would  a  little  while  retrain 
Your  rapid  wing,  that  I  might  hear 
Whether  on  clouds  that  bring  the  rain 
You  fail’d  above  the  weftern  main. 

The  wind  your  charioteer. 

?c  In  Afric  does  the  fultry  gale 

Thro’  fpicy  bower,  and  palmy  grove. 
Bear  the  repeated  cuckoo’s  tale  ? 

Dwells  there  a  time  the  wandering  quail. 

Or  the  itinerant  dove  ? 

Were  you  in  Afia  ?  O  relate 
If  there  your  fabled  filler’s  woes 
She  feem’d  in  forrow  to  narrate, 

Or  lings  file  but  to  celebrate 
Her  nuptials  with  the  rofe  ? 

((  1  would  enquire  how  journeying  long 
The  vaft  and  pathlefs  ocean  o’er. 

You  ply  again  thofe  pinions  ftrong, 

And  come  to  build  anew  among 
The  fcenes  you  left  before. 

But  if  as  colder  breezes  blow 

Prophetic  of  the  waning  year. 

You  hide,  rho’  none  know  when  or  how. 

In  the  cliff’s  excavated  brow, 

>  * 

Aed  linger  torpid  here  $ 


*  <?]<> 
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u  Thus  to  life,  what  favouring’  dream 
Bids  you  to  happier  hours  awake., 

And  tells  that,  dancing  in  the  beam. 

The  light  gnat  hovers  o’er  the  flreai% 

The  May-fly  on  the  lake. 

Si  Or  if,  by  inftindl  taught  to  know 
Approaching  dearth  of  infett  food. 

To  ifles  and  willowy  aits  you  go. 

And  crouding  era  the  pliant  hough 
Sink  in  the  dimpling  flood, 

t(  How  learn  ye,  while  the  cold  waves  boom 
Your  deep  and  oozy  couch  above. 

The  time  when  flowers  of  promife  bloom.. 

And  call  you  from  your  tranflent  tomb^ 

To  light,  and  life,  and  love  ? 

44  Alas  !  how  little  can  be  known. 

Her  facred  veil  where  Nature  draws  ; 

Let  baffled  fcience  humbly  own. 

Her  myfleries  underfiood  alone 
By  Him  who  gives  her  laws.3* 


The  Horologe  of  the  Fields.  Addrcffed  to  a  young  Lady%  $n  feeing  a$  Fh$ 
Houfe  of  au  Acquaintance  a  magnificent  French  Time. piece*  Fram  sht 
fame . 

FOR  her  who  owns  this  fplendid  toy. 

Where  ufe  with  elegance  unites. 

Still  may  its  index  point  to  joy. 

And  moments  wing’d  with  new  delights* 

Sweet  may  refound  each  fllver  bell,-— 

And  never  quick  returning  chime 
Seem  in  reproving  notes  to  tell, 

Of  hours  mifpent,  and  murder’d  time. 

Though  Fortune,  Emily,  deny 
To  us  thefe  fplendid  works  of  art. 

The  woods,  the  lawns,  the  heaths  fupply 
LefTons  from  nature  to  the  heart. 

In  every  copfe,  and  fnelter’d  dell. 

Unveil’d  to  the  obfervant  eye. 

Are  faithful  monitors,  who  tell 

How  pafs  the  hours  and  feafons  by® 

The* 


POETRY.  *  m 

The  green-robed  children  of  the  fpring 
Will  mark  the  periods  as  they  pafs. 

Mingle  with  leaves  time's  feather'd  wing, 

And  bind  with  flowers  his  filent  glafs® 

Mark  where  tranfparent  waters  glide. 

Soft  flowing  o’er  their  tranquil  bed^ 

There,  cradled  on  the  dimpling  tide, 

Nymph^a  refts  her  lovely  head® 

But  confcious  of  the  earlieft  beam*, 

She  rifes  from  her  humid  reft. 

And  fees  reflefted  in  the  ft  ream 
The  virgin  whitenefs  of  her  breaft® 

Till  the  bright  day-ftar  to  the  weft 
Declines  in  ocean’s  furge  to  lave, 

Then  folded  in  her  modeft  veil. 

She  (lumbers  on  the  rocking  wave® 

1  } 

See  Hieracium’s  various  tribe, 

Of  plumy  feeds  and  radiate  flowers. 

The  courfe  of  Time  their  blooms  defcribe^ 

And  wake  or  deep  appointed  hours. 

Broad  o’er  its  imbricated  cup 

The  Goatsbeard  fpreads  its  golden  ray% 

But  Ihuts  its  cautious  petals  up, 

Retreating  from  the  noon-tide  blazes 

Pale  as  a  penftve  cloifter’d  nun  , 

The  Bethlem-ftar  her  face  unVcils, 

When  o’er  the  mountain  peers  the  fun, 

But  fhades  it  from  the  vefper  gales* 

Among  the  loofe  and  arid  fands 
The  humble  Arenaria  creeps  | 

Slowly  the  purple  ftar  expands, 

But  foon  within  its  calyx  fleeps. 

And  thofe  fmall  bells  fo  lightly  ray'd 
With  young  Aurora’s  rofy  hue  ; 

Are  to  the  noon- tide  fun  difplay’d, 

But  (hut  their  plaits  againft  the  dew,* 

On  upland  dopes  the  fhepherds  mark 
The  hour,  when,  as  the  dial  true, 

Cichorium  to  the  towering  lark, 

Lifts  her  foft  eyes,  ferenely  blue® 
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And  thou,  u  Wee  crimfon  tipped  flower/* 
Gathered;  thy  fringed  mantle  round 
Thy  bofom,  at  the  clofing  hour. 

When  night. drops  bathe  the  turfy  ground. 

Unlike  Silene,  who  declines 

The  garifh  noontide's  biasing  light  % 

But  when  the  evening  crefcent  (bines 
Gives  all  her  fweetnefs  to  the  night* 

Thus  in  each  flower  and  Ample  bell, 

That  in  our  path  untrodden  lie. 

Are  fweet  remembrancers  who  tell 
How  fail  the  winged  moments  flya 

Time  will  deal  on  with  ceafelefs  pace. 

Yet  lofe  we  not  the  fleeting  hours. 

Who  dill  their  fairy  feotdeps  trace. 

As  light  they  dance  among  the  flowers* 


Learning ,  From  Dim ,  §t  Tragedy  *  and  Mijetllmeous  Toetry^  fy 

G .  A,  Rhodes,  Efj, 

es  ^T^HO*  never  taught  to  meafure  (pace, 

X  Nor  vers’d  in  geometric  lore. 

The  line  of  beauty  I  can  trace. 

And  Chloe's  fmilh’d  form  adore* 

**  1  cannot  tell,  a  linguid  fage. 

And  (kill’d  in  critic  ken  profound. 

The  purport  of  each  puzzling  page, 

Nor  every  tangled  text  expound  5 

«  But  I  can  read,  and  run  the  while. 

The  lucid  language  of  an  eye, 

The  mydie  meaning  of  a  fmile. 

The  foft  confeflion  of  a  figh. 

€i  I  cannot  give  each  light  a  name. 

Which  gems  the*  expanfe  of  ether  blue. 

Nor  fing  the  phyfic  and  the  fame 
Of  every  herb  which  fips  the  dew  ; 

44  But  1  of  all  the  charms  can  fpcak. 

Which  round  my  Chloe’s  image  fly. 

Bloom  in  the  bloflom  of  her  cheek, 

Xaugh  in  the  luftre  of  her  eye. 


“  All 


POETRY. 

Sf  All  politics  in  truth  I  hate. 

Save  thofe  which  two  fond  hearts  betray. 
Nor  any  fecrets  know  of  (late. 

Save  thofe  of  Cupid’s  fdken  fwa y. 

/ 

Who  guides  the  helm,  who  holds  the  fcale? 
Who  rules  the  land,  and  who  the  fea<» 

If  Ruffia,  or  the  Turk  prevail, 

*Tis  juft  the  fame  I  own  to  me, 

ic  I  only  know,  if  Delia  reign, 

Or  Lydia  fway  my  fubjed  heart. 

Whether  I  bear  Melinda’s  chain, 

Or  ’neath  my  Chloe’s  anger  fmart, 

se  Let  others  court  the  din  of  arms. 

And  fierce  in  iron  fields  engage  ; 

I  only  wake  to  Love’s  alarms, 

And  Cupid’s  widing  warfare  wage,, 

,  f 

n  Let  others  martial  tadics  teach, 

And  how  to  fight  and  how  to  fly  5 
Of  Love’s  foft  tadics  I  can  preach, 

And  all  his  golden  panoply. 

(e  To  make  the  worfe  the  better  caufe 
My  pradis’d  fpeeeh  will  ne'er  perfuade, 
tjnlkill’d  indeed  in  any  laws, 

Save  thofe  alone  which  Love  has  made,, 

S(  No  rhetorician’s  robe  I  wear, 

But  can  teach  many  a  honey’d  fmile ; 

The  foft  perfuafion  of  a  tear. 

The  ruby  rhetoric  of  a  fmile. 

9(  My  want  of  wit,  who  (hall  defpife  ? 

Since  Love  has  made  the  world  his  throne  3 
Laws,  arts,  has  he,  and  policies, 

And  a  whole  fcience  of  his  own/' 
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Caledonia  :  or  an  Account  11  ft  orica  l 
and  Topographical  of  North  Bri¬ 
tain  ;  from  the  mft  ancient  to  the 
frefent  Times :  with  a  Dictionary 
of  Places  y  Chorographical  and 
Philological ,  In  four  volumes. 
Vol .  I.  By  George  Chalmers , 
F.  R.  S.  and  S.  A • 

THE  literary  annals  of  our 
country  abundantly  prove  the 
obligations  which  the  author  of 
this  volume  has  conferred  on  us. 
As  hiftorian,  biographer,  politi¬ 
cian,  and  critic,  he  has  always 
Jhewn  an  indufiry  which  no  diffi¬ 
culties  could  relax,  and  an  inge¬ 
nuity  which  no  art  could  baffle. 
Veteran  as  he  is  in  the  fields  of 
literature,  the  promife  of  four  large 
quarto  volumes  on  the  hifiory  and 
topography  of  his  own  country, 
appears  a  tremendous  engagement, 
but  the  manner  in  which  he  has 
executed  this  firfi  part,  removes 
all  apprehenfion  as  to  his  power 
to  make  the  whole  valuable,  in- 
ftru&ive,  and  interefiing  ;  nor  is  it 
poffible  to  refrain  from  forae  af. 
tonifhment,  at  feeing  fuch  a  book 
as  this  firfi:  volume,  offered  to  the 
public,  as  one,  which  t(  has  been 
the  agreeable  am.ufement  of  many 
evenings.” 


In  defcribing  this  work,  it  is 
not  intended  to  criticize  it  in  its 
progrefs,  nor  in  expreffing  general 
approbation  is  it  meant  to  affient 
to  every  opinion,  to  vouch  for 
every  ftatement,  or  to  fandiora 
every  conclufion.  Indeed,  the  au¬ 
thor  propofes  to  himfelf  a  talk 
fraught  with  fo  many  difficulties, 
and  leading  inevitably  into  regions 
of  fo  much  confufion  and  doubt, 
that  it  would  appear  more  liks 
indolence  than  convidion,  and  be 
rather  a  mark  of  inattention  thaia 
of  confidence  to  exprefs  an  acqui- 
efcence  fo  general.  If,  therefore, 
the  fcheme  and  grand  features  of 
the  work  are  approved,  it  is  not 
to  be  underfiood  as  excluding,  al¬ 
though  they  may  nor  be  exprefied, 
doubts  and  differences  of  opinion 
on  fame  particular  fads  and  pro-* 
pofitions. 

The  earlieft  ages  of  the  Britifh 
annals,  Mr.  Chalmers  obferves, 
have  been  considered  by  able  wri¬ 
ters,  as  the  wild  region  of  pure 
fable  ;  and  have  been  faftidioufly 
refigned,  by  great  hifiorians,  to 
the  vain  credulity  of  induftrious 
antiquaries.  Without  giving  them 
up  fo  unrefervedly,  the  author 
found,  or  thought  he  found,  among 
thcfe  fables,  a  clue  to  guide  him 
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through  the  gloomy  maze.  He 
perceived  that,  the  ancient  chroni¬ 
cles,  which  the  critical  Innes  firft 
fubmitted  to  the  public,  did  not 
plunge  the  curious  reader  into  the 
abyfs  of  fabulous  antiquity.  It 
was,  during  the  vehement  compe¬ 
tition  for  the  Scottifh  crown,  that 
the  two  nations,  the  one  contend¬ 
ing  for  fuperiority,  and  the  other 
for  independence,  carried  up  their 
feveral  pretentions  to  the  utmoft 
verge  of  “  antiquary  times. ’* 
Thofe  great  examples  were  fol¬ 
lowed,  by  the  two  earlieft  of  the 
Scottiih  chroniclers,  Fordun  and 
Wyntown,  wh©  brought  the  abo¬ 
rigines  of  Scotland  from  Egypt, 
by  a  direfl  tranfmiftion,  during  the 
r  moteft  ages.  Boece,  and  Bu¬ 
chanan,  who  might  have  derived 
a  better  fpirit,  from  the  recent 
revival  of  learning,  went  beyond 
thofe  ufeful  chroniclers,  in  the 
groflhefs  of  their  fables,  and  the 
abfurdities  of  their  theories.  By 
purfuing  a  very  different  track, 
aud  ufing  quite  diffimilar  proofs 
from  thofe  reforted  to  by  the 
chroniclers  and  fablers  who  have 
treated  on  the  antiquities  of  Scot¬ 
land,  Mr.  Chalmers  profeffes  to 
have  been  able  to  afcertain  the 
aborigines  of  Caledonia,  by  evi¬ 
dence,  which  comes  near  to  de- 
monftration.  Without  appealing 
to  doubtful  authorities,  he  has 
traced  the  Homan  tranfnffkns,  in 
North  Britain,  and  has  illuff rated 
the  obfcure  hiftories  of  the  Pi<fts 
and  Scots,  from  fuch  fatisfattory 
documents,  as  convey  moral  cer¬ 
tainties. 

Mr.  Chalmers  thus  defcribes 
the  fcope  and  progreC  of  his  work. 
“  I  was  ambitious/’  he  fays,  “  to 
offer  my  countrymen  the  ancient 
hiftcrj  of  Scotland,  elaborated  into 


detail,  and  illuff rated  into  light  ; 
without  regarding  previous  opi¬ 
nions,  or  fearing  contentious  oppo- 
fition  ;  without  dreading  difficul¬ 
ties,  or  apprehending  difappoint- 
ment.  I  have  divided  my  work* 
without  regarding  fantaftical  con¬ 
ceits  of  fabulous  epochs,  into  fuch 
periods,  as  were  analagous  to  the 
genuine  hiftpry  of  each  fucceffive 
people.  The  Roman  period,  ex¬ 
tending  from  Agricola’s  arrival, 
in  North  Britain,  A.D.  80,  to  the 
abdication  of  the  Roman  authority, 
in  A.  D.  44.6,  forms  the  firft 
book,  from  its  priority  in  time, 
as  well  as  precedence  in  import, 
ance.  In  difcuffing  this  intereft. 
ing  fubjeft,  I  was  not  content  with 
previous  authorities.  1  engaged 
intelligent  perfons  to  furvey  Ro. 
man  roads,  to  infpe<5t  Roman  (la- 
tions,  and  to  afcertain  doubtful 
points  ofRoman  tranfadlions.  I  have 
thus  been  enabled  to  corre6f  the  m in¬ 
takes  of  former  writers,  on  thofe  cu¬ 
rious  topicks.  Much,  perhaps,  can¬ 
not  be  added  to  what  has  been  now 
afcertained,  with  refpeft  to  the 
engaging  fubjeft  of  the  firft  book. 
Yes  :  fince  Caledonia  was  Pent  to 
the  prefs,  a  difcovery  of  forne  im¬ 
portance  has  been  made  :  A  very 
flight  doubt  remained,  whether 
the  Binghead  of  Moray  had  been 
a  Roman  if  at  ion,  as  no  Roman  re¬ 
mains  had  there  been  found  :  But, 
this  doubt  has  been  completely  folv- 
ed,  by  tire  recentexcavarion,  within 
its  limits,  of  a  Roman  bath.  The 
fir ff  chapter  of  the  following  work 
will  Ixi  found  to  be  as  much  the 
firft  chapter  of  the  annals  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  of  Ireland,  as  it  is  of 
Scotland.  The  Pittjh  period  na¬ 
turally  fucceeds  the  Jormer  book}  as 
it  extends  from  the  abdication  of 
the  Romans,  in  A.  D.  446,  to  the 
*  O  o  3  overthrow 
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overthrow  of  the  Pifts,  in  A.  D. 
843.  It  will  be  found  to  com¬ 
prehend  interefting  events :  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  Picis ;  the  fate  of  the 
Romanized  Britons ;  the  arrival  of 
the  Anglo  Saxons  on  the  Tweed; 
the  adventures  of  Scandinavians, 
in  the  Orkney  and  Welle rn  Hies ; 
the  colonization  of  Argyle,  by  the 
Scots,  from  Ireland.  It  is  the 
bufinefs  of  the  Pidtifh  period ,  to 
trace  the  Angular  hiftory  of  all 
thofe  people,  various  as  they  were 
in  their  lineages,  throughout  the 
different  events  of  their  obfcure 
warfare,  and  the  fuccefiive  turns  of 
their  frequent  changes :  add  to 
thofe  topics  of  peculiar  intereft 
the  introduction  of  Chrifiianity^  which 
in  every  age,  and  in  every  country, 
has  produced  fuch  memorable  ef¬ 
fects.  The  Scottijfc  peripd,  forming 
the  third  hooky  and  extending  from 
A.  D.  843  to  1097,  will  be  found 
to  comprehend  hiftoric  topics  of 
equal  importance.'  The  union  of 
the  Pidls  and  Scots  into  one  king¬ 
dom  |  the  amalgamation  of  the 
#  ancient  Britons  of  Strathclyde  with 
both ;  the  colonization  of  Gallo¬ 
way  by  the  Irifh  ;  the  annexation 
of  Lothian  to  theScottifh  kingdom; 
the  hiilory,  both  civil  and  eccle- 
fiaftical,  of  all  thofe  people  of  va¬ 
rious  races,  with  notices  of  their 
antiquities,  their  languages,  their 
learning,  their  laws;  ail  thefe  form 
hiftorical  matters  of  Angular  in¬ 
tereft  to  rational  curioAty,  if  they 
be  inveftigated  from  fads,  in  con¬ 
tempt  of  fabulofity.  The  fourth 
hook  contains  the  ScQto. Saxon  period , 
which  extends  from  A.  D.  1097 
to  130.6,  and  which  details  many 
notices  of  varied  importance.  At 
the  fir  A,  and  at  the  fecond  of  thefe 
.epochs,  momentous  revolutions  took 
place,  though  they  have  palled  un¬ 


noticed  by  the  Scottifh  hiftorians ; 
and  were  unknown  to  the  hiftorio- 
grapher  royal.  With  this  period 
began  a  new  dynafly  of  kings,  who 
introduced  new  people,  new  man- 
ners,  new  ufages,  and  new  efta- 
blifhments.  In  this  period,  the 
Saxon  colonization  of  proper  Scot¬ 
land  was  begun.  In  this  period, 
was  the  Scotican  church  reformed. 
In  it,  was  introduced  the  municipal 
law  of  North  Britain,  in  the  place 
of  Celtic  cuftoms.  In  this  period, 
originated,  her  agriculture,  her 
commerce,  and  fhipping,and  fifhery, 
her  manufadures  and  her  coins. 
The  beginning  of  this  period  form¬ 
ed  the  pivot,  on  which  turned  the 
Celtic  government  of  ancient  ages, 
and  the  Anglo-Norman  polity  of 
fubfequent  times.  Yet  it  is  of  a 
period  fo  crowded  with  changes, 
and  fo  varied  with  novelties,  that 
the  late  hiftoriographer-royal  fays, 
(i  the  events,  which  then  happened, 
may  be  (lightly  touched,  but  merit 
no  particular  inquiry/’  But,  I 
have  dwelt  on  thofe  revolutions, 
and  have  marked  every  change,. 
By  a  vail  detail  from  the  Chartu- 
laries%  in  refped  to  the  civil  hiftory, 
from  1097  to  1306,  to  the  eccle- 
Aaftical  annals,  to  law,  to  man¬ 
ners,  $nd  to  domeftic  economy, 
I  have  tried  to  afeertain  every  in¬ 
terefting  circumftance,  and  to  ren¬ 
der  the  national  annals  of  that  in¬ 
terefting  period  quite  familiar  to 
every  reader  :  and,  to  give  com- 
pletenefs  to  the  whole,  are  added 
fupplemental  views  oF  fubfequent 
times,  which  have  their  details 
to  inftrudt,  and  their  curioAty  to 
amufe.  Such  is  the  plan,  which 
I  have  formed,  and  effayed  to  ex¬ 
ecute,  for  reforming,  and  afeer- 
taining  the  ancient  hiilory  of  North 
Britain,  which  has  been  fo  long 
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diftorted  by  controverfy,  obfcured 
by  fable,  and  difregarded  by  faf- 
tidioufnefs.” 

According  to  this  plan.  Me, 
Chalmers  divides  his  narrative  into 
four  periods;  the  Roman,  the  Pic- 
tifh,  the  Scottifh,  and  the  Scoto. 
Saxon, 

The  firft  extends  from  the  co¬ 
lonization  of  North  Britain  to  the 
abdication  of  the  Roman  govern- 
ment,  and  begins  with  i  the  abori¬ 
gines,  It  is  demonftrable  he  fays, 
that  although  the  track  of  colo¬ 
nization  cannot  be  precifely  afeer- 
tained,  the  weft  was  peopled  from 
the  eaft,  allowing  the  Hellefpont 
to  be  the  meridian.  Ion,  the  fon 
of  Japhet,  with  his  children,  found 
a  temporary  abode,  after  a  fhort 
period  of  migration  near  the  Ihore 
of  the  narrow  ftrait ;  which  fepa- 
rates  Alia  from  Europe.  During 
the  agitations  of  mankind,  their 
purfuits  are  not  to  be  flopped  by 
any  barrier.  The  curiofity  which 
is  natural  to  man,  the  reftleflhefs 
that  is  incident  to  colonifts,  urged 
the  pofterity  of  the  Patriarch  to 
crofs  the  Hellefpont  in  fuch  veffels, 
as  neceflity  would  diretft,  and 
ingenuity  would  provide.  In  this 
manner,  did  the  children  of  Ion 
pafs  into  Europe,  during  a  very  re¬ 
mote  age.  From  this  primitive 
migration  the  origin  of  the  Celts  is 
deduced,  and  Britain,  it  is  faid, 
mu  ft  undoubtedly  have  been  fettled 
from  adjacent  Gaul  by  her  Celtic 
people.  'The  proofs  of  this  theory 
are  detailed  with  great  exaffnefs, 
and  fupported  by  the  authority  of 
ancient  hiftorians  and  by  the  ety¬ 
mology  of  the  names  of  perfons, 
places,  and  great  vifible  objc&s, 
particularly  promontories,  hills 
and  harbours,  rivers,  rivulets  and 
waters. 


Mr.  Chalmers  next  divides  the 
Aborigines  of  North  Britain  into 
their  feveral  tribes,  and  describes 
the  places  they  inhabited.  They 
are  i.  Ottadini,  t.  Gadeni,  3.  Sel- 
govse,  4.  Novantes,  5.  Damnii, 
6.  Horeftii,  7.  Venricones,  83 
Taixali.  9.  Vacomagi,  10.  Albania 
ii.  Attacotti,  12.  Caledonii,  13. 
Cantse,  14,  Logi,  i^.Carnabii,  i6s 
Catini,  17.  Mertte,  1 8.  Carnonacae, 
19.  Creones,  20.  Cerones,  and 
21.  Egidii.  Thefe  were  the  tweru 
ty-one  tribes  of  aboriginal  Britons, 
who  poflefled  during  the  firft  cen¬ 
tury,  the  whole  range  of  North 
Britain,  extending  from  fouth  to 
north,  two  hundred  and  fixty 
ftatute  miles,  and  from  eaft  to 
weft,  one  hundred  and  fifty.  A  ge¬ 
neral  view  of  North  Britain  would 
repiefent  the  whole,  at  that  epoch, 
as  confiding  either  of  mountains,, 
or  valleys,  which  were  covered 
with  woods,  and  embarraffed  with 
bogs  ;  or  of  furrounding  coafts, 
which  were  indented  with  numer¬ 
ous  bays,  and  amplified  by  fuc® 
ceflive  promontories. 

The  Caledonian  tribes,  at  the 
arrival  of  Agricola  among  them, 
feem  to  have  refeinbled  their  kin¬ 
dred  Britons  of  South  Britain,  as 
they  were  deferib'ed  by  Julius 
Crefar,  in  a  prior  age.  Like  other 
rude  people,  in  the  moft  early 
ftages  of  fociety,  they  were  pro¬ 
bably  lefs  governed  by  law,  than  by 
religion.  In  all  the  colonies  of 
the  Celts  in  Europe,  Druidifm  was 
the  mode  of  their  religious  faith, 
which  may  have  been  corrupted  by 
innovation,  and  may  have  appeared 
under  different  afpe&s,  in  various 
climes.  It  was  the  intelligent  opi¬ 
nion  of  Diogenes  Laertius,  that  the 
tenets  of  the  Druids  might  be  com¬ 
prehended  under  four  heads ;  1.  To 
*004  worfhip . 
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worfhip  God ;  2,  To  abftain  from 
evil;  3.  To  exert  courage ;  4.  And 
to  believe  in  the  immortality  of 
the  foul,  for  enforcing  all  thofe  vir¬ 
tues.  We  may  eafily  fuppofe,  from 
the  lefs  favourable  reprefentation 
of  fubfequent  writers,  that  the  te¬ 
nets  of  Dr  uidifm  degenerated  into 
mere  grofinefs,  and  that  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  Druifdifm  became  degraded 
by  pradlices  of  lefs  refinement. 
This  obfervation  is  fupported  by 
an  account  of  Druidifm,  and  the 
puraerous  Druid  altars,  together 
with  forts  and  other  buildings  re¬ 
maining  in  South  as  well  as  in  North 
Britain  are  mentioned  as  fupporting 
the  previous  ftatement.  Other  re¬ 
mains  of  the  ancient  race  are  alfo 
men'ioned,  as  their  caves  or  hiding 
places,  their  arms,  their  veflels  or 
canoes,  fome  of  which  have  been 
found  in  various  locks  and  mofle3, 
and  which  before  the  age  of  Julius 
Csefar,  they  had  certainly  enlarged 
into  Currachs. 

Such,  Mr.  Chalmers  fays,  were 
the  Caledonian  Britons,  fuch  the 
topographical  pofition  of  the  feveral 
tribes,  and  fuch  were  their  anti¬ 
quities,  at  thp  memorable  epoch 
of  Agricola’s  invafion  of  North 
Britain.  This  country  was,  at 
that  critical  period,  undoubtedly 
rude;  it  was  ftrcng  by  nature,  and 
its  various  hills  were  fortified  with 
great  difcrimination,  and  by  a  lin¬ 
gular  fort  of  untutored  policy.  The 
eople,  who  were  conllitutionally 
rave,  had  been  long  occupied  with 
domeftic  war.  Their  arms  were 
fufficiently  powerful,  for  enabling 
intrepid  men,  to  refill;  intruders  of 
lefs  fkill,  and  courage,  and  expe¬ 
rience  than  the  Roman  legions. 
And  above  all,  though  the  Northern 
Britons  were  difunited  by  principle 
and  habit,  they  were  a&uatcd  by  a 


ftrong  fenfe  of  national  indepes- 
dence,  which  prompted  their  vi¬ 
gorous  fpirits  to  defend  their  land, 
their  religion,  and  their  women, 
with  obftinate  refolution,  againft 
unprovoked  invaders. 

The  third,  fourth,  fifth,  and  fixth 
chapters  which  make  up  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  firft:  book,  defcribe 
the  proceedings  and  campaigns  of 
the 'Romans  in  Scotland,  from  the 
invafion  under  Agricola  in  the  year 
cf  our  Lord  78,  to  the  abdication 
under  ^Rtias  in  446.  This  portion 
of  the  work  is  full  of  intelligence 
and  intereft,  comprlfing  not  only 
the  military  exploits  of  the  rulers 
pf  the  world,  but  defcribing  all 
their  efforts  for  the  improvement 
and  defence,  as  well  as  for  the  fub. 
jugation  of  the  country. 

The  fecond  book  comprizes  the 
Picfifh  period,  “  extending,  ”  as 
Mr.  Chalmers  obferves  u  from  the 
abdication  of  the  Romans,  in  446, 
to  the  overthrow  of  the  Pidifh 
government,  in  843,  will  be  found, 
from  its  notices  to  comprehend  in- 
terefling  events.  At  the  epoch  of 
Agricola’s  invafion,  the  ample  ex., 
tent  of  North  Britain  was  inha. 
bited,  as  we  have  feen,  by  one  and 
twenty  Gaelic  clans,  who  were 
connected  by  fuch  flight  ties,  as 
fcarcely  to  enjoy  a  focial  ftate. 
At  the  period  of  the  Pvoman  abdi¬ 
cation,  there  remained  in  North 
Britain,  only  one  race  of  men,  the 
genuine  defeendants  of  thofe  Caledo¬ 
nian  clans  :  thefixteen  tribes,  who 
ranged  unfubdued,  beyond  the  wall 
of  Antonine,  under  the  appropri¬ 
ate  denomination  of  the  Pids,  the 
five  fouthern  tribes  of  kindred 
people,  who,  as  they  remained 
under  the  Roman  jurifdiftion,  feem 
to  have  been  confiderably  civilized, 
by  the  adoption  of  Roman  arts ; 
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but  tlie  Angles  had  not  yet  arrived 
within  the  Ottadinian  territories, 
on  the  Tweed;  and,  the  Scots  dill 
continued  in  Ireland,  their  original 
country.  The  fixteen  tribes  of  pro¬ 
per  Pitts  acquired,  from  their 
independence,  higher  importance, 
when  they  were  no  longer  over¬ 
awed  by  the  Roman  power ;  and 
they  will  be  immediately  found 
to  have  been  the  dominating  nation, 
throughout  four  centuries  of  the 
North  Britifh  annals.  The  five 
Romanized  tribes  of  Valentin,  who 
had  long  enjoyed  the  inftruttive 
privilege  of  Roman  citizenfhip, 
will  foon  aopear  to  have  affumed 
the  charatter  of  an  independent 
people,  who  eftablifhed  for  them, 
felves  their  own  government. 
Two  new  races  of  men  ere  long  ar¬ 
rived,  within  the  Caledonian  re¬ 
gions,  who  not  only  faddened  the 
enjoyments,  but  at  length  eclipfed. 
the  glories  of  the  Caledonian  Bri¬ 
tons.  The  Angles  early  fettled  on 
the  Tweed  ;  and  erewhile  obliged 
the  Ottadini  to  reliriquifh  for  ever, 
as  we  fhall  fee,  their  beloved  do. 
mains.  At  the  end  of  half  a  centu¬ 
ry,  the  Scots  of  Ireland  colonized 
Argyle  ;  and  fpreading  themfelves 
over  the  circumjacent  difiritts, 
fuperfeded  the  Pittifh  government, 
as  we  Hi  all  perceive,  after  the 
bloody  druggies  of  three  hundred 
and  forty  years.  It  muft  be  the 
bufinefs  of  this  Pittifh  period  of 
the  North  Britifh  annals,  to  trace 
the  fingular  hiftory  of  all  thofe 
people  ;  the  Caledonian  Pidis,  the 
Romanized  Britons ,  the  Angles  of 
Lothian,  the  Scots  of  Argyle; 
throughout  the  various  events  of 
their  obfcure  warfare,  and  the  fuc- 
cefiive  turns  of  their  revolutionary 
changes.’* 

Mr.  Chalmers  then  profecutes  a 
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very  laborious  and  in  tore  fling  in¬ 
quiry  into  the  lineage,  language 
and  hiftory  of  the  Pittifh  people, 
rettifying  mifreprefentations,  elu¬ 
cidating  obfcuritics  and  removing 
doubts. 

In  giving  an  account  of  the  Ro¬ 
manized  Britons  of  the  Cumbrian 
kingdom  in  North  Britain,  the 
author  defcribes  the  remarkable 
defence  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Catrail.  “  Antiquarian  refearch,’* 
he  obferves,  <(  has  difcovered  the 
remains  of  an  artificial  fafeguard, 
which  is  known,  in  the  country, 
by  the  feveral  names  of  the  Catrail , 
and  of  the  Pi&jhuorkditch .  The 
Catrail  is  the  Britifh  name  of 
ancient  times  ;  and  fignifies  in  the 
Britifh  language,  what  diftinttly 
intimates  the  purpofe,  for  which  it 
was  made,  the  dividing  fence ,  or 
the  partition  of  defence.  The  name 
of  the  Pifif'Wdrkditch  was  applied 
to  this  remarkable  fence,  in  mote- 
modern  times,  by  the  fame  people, 
who  called  Severus’s  wall  the  Pidif- 
nvall  and  other  objetts  by  the  fame 
well  known  name.  The  Catrail , 
confiftino;  of  a  fofte,  and  a  double 
rampart,  runs  through  the  fhire  of 
Selkirk  and  Roxburgh,  from  Ga, 
lafhiels,  on  the  north,  to  the  Peel, 
fell,  at  the  eaftern  extremity  of 
Ciidfdale,  on  the  fouth. 

The  Picifworkditcb  fir  ft  appears, 
on  the  north,  at  a  farm,  called 
Mo  (alee,  a  mile  weft  ward  from 
Galafhiels,  near  the  obvious  re¬ 
main  of  a  Britifh'  fort.  From  Mo- 
fa  lee,  it  runs,  fouthward,  by  the 
weft  fide  of  Boghall  ;  and,  at  the 
end  of  two  miles,  arrives  at  the 
Rick-hi!l,  on  the  fummit  of  which, 
there  are  the  remains,  as  the  name 
implies,  of  a  Britifh  hill-fort,  that 
is  of  an  eliptical  form,  and  is  de¬ 
fended  by  two  ditches,  and  two 

ramparts 
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ramparts  of  earth  and  ftone.  From 
the  Rink-hill  the  PiftJ'voorkditch 
proceeds  in  a  fouth-weft  diredion, 
scrofs  the  Tweed,  near  the  influx 
$f  the  Howdenpot-burn  ;  and  con¬ 
tinues  its  courfe  to  a  Bririfh  fort, 
on  the  weft  fide  of  this  ft  ream. 
From  this  fort,  the  Pt&fworkditch 
paffes  Cribfhill ;  and  is  again  dis¬ 
covered  feveral  miles,  weftward, 
pafling  along  the  fouth  eaft  decli¬ 
vity  ©x  Minchmoor,  whence  it  paffes 
Henhill-hope,  where  it  is  diftindly 
feen,  in  its  obvious  courfe,  for 
a  quarter  of  a  mile.  It  after¬ 
wards  clearly  appears,  as  it  afcenas 
the  Swinebeachill,  above  Yarrow 
kirk  ;  and  palling  the  Yarrow  river, 
near  Redhawfe,  it  is  again  obferv- 
able  feveral  miles,  fouthward,  near 
X>eloram-burn,  on  the  fouth  fide  of 
Et  trick  river.  From  this  pofttion, 
it  has  been  traced  acrofs  Coplaw  ; 
and  thence,  fouthward,  by  the 
bafe  of  Stanhopelaw,  where  its  An¬ 
gular  remains  are  pretty  diftind. 
For  forae  diftance,  fouthward,  of 
Stanhopelaw,  it  cannot  now  be 
traced,  owing  to  the  fwampinefs 
of  the  country  ;  but,  the  Pidfwork- 
dirch  again  appears  on  Henwoody 
common  ;  whence  it  proceeds,  in  a 
fouth  weft  direction,  acrofs  Borth- 
wick  water,  paid  a  farmftead,  called 
Eroadlee,  where  the  remains  of  it 
become  very  diftind*  for  the 
courfe  of  a  mile  and  a  half,  till  it 
reaches  Slatehiilmofs.  From  this 
pofttion,  it  proceeds  forward,  in  a 
fouth  eaft  diredion,  acrofs  Seviot- 
river,  through  the  farm  of  North 
Houfe  to Dockcleugh-hili  where  its 
remains  are  very  diftind  :  from 
Dockcleugh-hili,  it  continues  a 
fouth  eaft  courfe,  in  a  llanting 
form,  acrofs  Allan-water,  to  a 
place,  named  Dod,  pafting  two  hill- 
forts,  on  the  left.  From  Dod, 


where  its  remains  are  diftind,  the 
Pidfworkditch  proceeds  eaftward, 
paft  another  Britilh  fort,  called 
Whitehill  brae  ;  and  it  there  afcends 
the  Carriage  hill,  on  which  its  re¬ 
mains  are  very  perfed.  From 
Carriage  hill  it  proceeds  acrofs  a 
rivulet,  called  Lang  fide  Burn  ; 
and  here,  fays  Gordon,  the  tou- 
rift,  <f  it  becomes  the  land  mark  be¬ 
twixt  the  duke  of  Buccleugh’s 
eftate,  and  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  of 
Stabs.”  From  Langfide-burn,  its 
remains  appear  very  diftind,  as 
they  pafs  along  the  northern  bafe  of 
the  Maiden  Paps  to  the  Leapfteel ; 
and  thence  palling  Robertflin,  it 
traverfes  a  trad  of  boggy  ground, 
called  Cockfpan  :  crofting  the  hills 
into  the  upper  parts  of  Lidfdale, 
the  remains  of  it  again  appear  on 
Dawftone  Burn  ;  and  thence  pafting 
the  Abbey,  it  goes  on  to  Daw- 
ftane-rig  :  from  this  pofttion,  faint 
veftiges  of  it  were  traced  nearly 
to  the  Peel-fell,  which  is  one  of  the 
chain  of  mountains,  that  forms  a 
natural  barrier,  between  Northum¬ 
berland,  on  the  fouth,  and  Te- 
viot  Dale,  arid  Lidfdale,  on  the 
north. 

The  whole  courfe  of  theCatrail, 
which  has  been  thus  traced  from 
the  vicinity  of  Galalhiels  to  Peel- 
fell,  is  upwards  of  forty-five  miles. 
The  moft  entire  parts  of  the  Ca- 
trail  fhow,  that  it  was  originally 
a  broad,  and  deep  foffe;  having  on 
each  fide  a  rampart,  which  was, 
formed  of  the  natural  foil,  that 
was  thrown  from  the  ditch,  inter¬ 
mixed  with  fome  ftones.  Its  di- 
menfions  vary,  in  different  places. 
This  variation  may  be  partly  owing 
to  its  remains  being  more,  or  lei s 
perfed.  In  thofe  parts,  where  it 
is  pretty  entire,  on  the  north  of 
Rink-hill,  on  Dockleugh-hill, 
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on  Carnage*hill,  at  Leapfteel,  and 
at  the  Abbey,  the  fofle  is  twenty- 
fix,  and  twenty-five  feet  broad : 
•in  one  place,  which  was  meafured 
by  Dr.  Douglas,  the  fofle  was 
twenty-feven  and  a  half  feet  broad. 
But,  in  thofe  parts,  where  the  ram¬ 
part  has  been  mod  demoliflied,  the 
fofle  only  me  a  fares  twenty-two  and 
a  half  feet,  twenty,  and  eighteen, 
and  in  one  place,  only  fix  teen  feet 
wide.  In  fome  of  the  mod  intire 
parts,  Gordon  found  the  ram¬ 
parts,  from  fix  to  feven,  and  even 
nine,  or  ten  feet  high  ;  and  from 
eight  to  ten  and  twelve  feet  thick. 
The  accidents  of  time,  and  the  im¬ 
provements  of  tillage,  have  how¬ 
ever,  dedroyed  much  of  them, 
and  leffened  the  height  of  thofe, 
which  remain,  the  finguiar  objeds 
of  rational  curiofity. 

In  its  original  date  the  Catrail 

O 

mud  have  formed  aconneded  chain 
ofdefence,  along  its  ex  tended  courfe; 
being  only  interrupted,  in  fome 
parts,  by  the  channels  of  rivers,  or 
by  impaflable  fwamps,  which  form¬ 
ed  themfelves  a  fufficient  fence. 
Along  its  ample  extent,  there  are 
feveral  forts  of  the  Britifh  people, 
which  were  built,  either  on  the  con¬ 
tiguous  hills,  or  on  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  heights.  But,  there  are  not 
upon  the  Catrail,  as  fome  anti¬ 
quaries  imagine,  a  regular  feries 
of  redoubts,  fuch  as  gave  drength, 
and  ornament,  to  the  Roman  walls. 

The  three  enfuing  chapters  con¬ 
tain  an  account  of  the  Saxons  in 
Lothian,  with  a  view  of  the  date 
of  the  Orkneys  and  the  Hebrides  at 
this  early  period.  In  the  fix th 
.chapter  is  the  early  hiftory  of  the 
Scots  of  whom  Mr.  Chalmer  fays ; 
s<  the  oblcurity,  in  which  the 
origin  of  the  Scottidi  people  has 
always  been  involved,  gaye  rife  to 


the  mod  abfurd  theories,  and  pro*, 
duced  among  polemics  the  mod 
obdinate  difputes :  their  theories 
originated,  like  other  fydems,  from 
inattention  to  fads  :  their  difputes 
arofe,  like  other  conflids  of  greater 
moment',  from  national  competi¬ 
tion  :  and  thefe  conteds  were  con¬ 
tinued,  like  other  literary  alterca¬ 
tions,  by  controversial  obdinacy. 
Whether  the  Scots  were  natives  in 
Britain,  or  were  emigrants  from 
Ireland,  are  quedions  which  were 
long  contefted,  by  the  antiquarian 
zealots  of  two  fpirited  narions. 
That  the  Scots  were  emigrants  from 
Ireland  is  now  certain,  however 
prejudice  may  have  tried  toobfcure 
the  truth.  And  the  didant  origin 
of  the  Scots,  within  the  facred  ille, 
is,  at  prefent,  the  only  inquiry,  on 
this  head,  which  can  engage  a  ra¬ 
tional  curiofity.”  In  fupport  of 
this  opinion  the  author  traces  the 
lineage  of  the  Scots  from  their  lan¬ 
guage,  their  early  circumftances, 
ther  traditions  and  the  hidories  of 
Ireland,  and  he  gives  a  detailed 
account  their  kings  during  the 
Pidifh  period,  concluding  the 
book  with  the  introduction  of 
Chridianity. 

The  Scottifh  period  is  treated 
in  the  next  book,  extending  from 
the  acceffion  of  Keneth  Mac’  Alpin 
in  843,  to  the  demife  of  Donal 
Bane,  in  1097.  This  period  how¬ 
ever  dark,  will  be  found  to  contain 
feveral  events  of  great  importance, 
in  the  North  Britifh  annals.  The 
union  of  two  feparate  nations,  the 
Bids  and  the  Scots,  into  one  mo¬ 
narchy,  as  it  augmented  the  power 
of  both,  and  by  the  afcendency  of 
the  Scots,  gave  at  length  the 
name  to  their  common  country, 
mud  be  peculiarly  intereding  to 
rational  curiofity.  In  this  period, 

we 
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we  fhall  peiceive  the  Strathclyde 
kingdom  of  the  ancient  Britons 
merge  in  the  Scottish  nation.  We 
ihall  fee,  meantime,  the  ancient 
territories  of  theSelgovas,  the  No¬ 
van  tes,  and  Damnii,  colonized  by 
fucceffive  emigrants  from  Ireland, 
who  gave  theiriettlements  the  name 
of  Galloway ;  and  who,  by  a 
ft  range  fortune,  became  known, 
under  the  appropriate  appellation 
ei  the  ancient  Pidts.  Cumberland 
will  be  found  to  have  funk  after 
the  fuppreffion  of  its  reguli,  into 
an  appendage  of  the  Scottish  crown, 
bv  the  doubtful  ties  of  an  obfcure 
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title.  Alter  feme  bloody  druggies, 
throughout  this  period  of  more  than 
two  centuries  and  a  half,  Lothian, 
we  fnall  fee,  annexed  to  Scotland, 
hy  the  lading  connedion  of  rightful 
ceffion,  and  mutual  advantage.  We 
(hall  behold  the  circumjacent  idles 
to  be  at  length,  felt,  as  neigh¬ 
bours,  and  feared,  as  opponents. 
It  mud  be  the  bufinefsof  this  pel  iod, 

then,  to  trace  the  hidory  of  all 
'  * 

thofe  countries,  and  people,  from 
different  fources;  to  illudrate  their 
lingular  laws  from  r.ew  principles  ; 
to  invedigate  their  manners,  and 
cudoms,-  from  analogous  proofs  ; 
rnd  to  afeertain  their  antiquities, 
and  language,  from  a  temperament 
cf  philology,  with  interfperfions  of 
hidory.  The  detail  of  thefe  events 
occupies  eleven  chapters,  of  which 
the  drft  feven  contain  a  feries  of 
tranfadions  affeding  the  whole  and 
each  part  by  turns  of  the  united 
kingdom,  and  the  lad  four  are  par¬ 
ticularly  intereding,  as  they  treat 
cf  the  eccledadical  hidory,  the  laws, 
t  h  e  m  a  n  n  e  r  s ,  c  u  d  o  m  s  a  n  d  a  n  t  i  q  u  i  t  i  e  s , 
a  id  the  learning  and  language  of  the 
country  during  this  period.  To 
follow  the  author  through  his  de¬ 
tails  would  exceed  the  limits  al¬ 


lowed  in  a  volume  of  this  defcrip- 
tion,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
want  of  fpace  renders  it  neceffary 
to  omit  the  very  intereding  anec¬ 
dotes  of  Macbeth,  a  name  familiar 
to  every  Englifh  ear,  through  a  dra¬ 
matic  poem  which  will  ever  re¬ 
main  among  the  prouded  trophies 
of  the  poetical  genius  of  this  idand. 
Mr.  Chalmers  throws  much  light 
on  the  hidory  of  this  daring  ufur- 
per. 

In  the  fourth  book  the  Scoto- 
Saxon  period  is  comprized.  This 
period  which  began  one  and  thirty 
years,  after  the  Saxon  period  of  the 
Englifh  annals  had  doled,  will  be 
found  to  contain  hidorieal  topics  of 
great  importance.  The  Gaelic 
Scots  predominated,  in  the  former 
period ;  the  Saxon  Englifh  gave 
the  law,  in  this.  A  memorable 
revolution  took  place,  concerning' 
which  the  North  Britifh  annals 
have  hitherto  been  altogether  fi- 
lent;  a  new  people  came  in  upon 
the  old,  a  new  dynafty  afeended 
the  throne,  a  new  jurifprudence 
gradually  prevailed  ;  new  eccled- 
aftical  edablifhments  were  fettled, 
and  new  manners  overfpread  the 
land. 

The  fird  chapter  traces  the  Saxon 
colonization  of  North  Britain,  and 
affords  a  very  intereding  view  of 
the  origin  offorne  of  the  principal 
families  in  Scotland.  The  fecond 
narrates  the  civil  hidory,  following 
the  reipns  of  the  different  fove- 

o 

reigns,  from  Edgar,  the  fon  of 
Margaret,  an  AngloSaxon  princefs, 
who  afeended  the  throne  at  Mi¬ 
chaelmas  IC97 ,  to  the  coronation 
of  Robert  Bruce  in  1306,  a  mod 
intereding  period,  in  which  hidory 
is  diffidently  authentic  to  give 
reafonable  certainty  to  narration, 
and  yet  io  fur  involved  in  obfeurity, 
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&ftion  and  contradiction,  as  to  re¬ 
quire  great  care  and  judgment  in 
the  feleCtion  and  adaptation  of  its 
materials.  Th«  eccleliaftical  hi  dory 
which  occupies  the  third  chapter, 
contains  alfo  many  curious  and  in- 
terefting  particulars,  and  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  law,  in  chapter  the 
fourth,  penetrates  with  judicious 
and  laborious  refearch  into  the 
caufe  and  origin  of  the  focial  infti- 
tutions  of  the  country.  The  next 
two  chapters  deferibe  the  progrefs 
of  manners,  commerce  and  agricul¬ 
ture,  and  with  thefe  the  details  of 
hi  dory  clofe. 

A  feventh  chapter  is  entitled  a 
fupplementary  view  of  fubfequent 
times,  extending  to  almod  five 
centuries  of  didinguifhed  events. 
It  refolves  itfelf  into  the  following 
divifions :  1.  The  Bruce  an  period, 
which  began  with  the  accedion  of 
Robert  I.  in  1306,  and  ending 
with  the  demife  of  David  II.  in 
1 37  1,  it  only  comprehends  two  bufy 
reigns.  II.  The  Stevoartine  pe¬ 
riod,  as  it  commenced  with  a  new 
dynady,  in  1371,  and  extends  to 
the  dawn  of  the  Reformatio n3  in 
1558,  will  be  found  to  compre¬ 
hend  the  unimportant  reigns  of 
eight  princes.  III.  From  the 
epoch  of  the  Reformation ,  five  and 
forty  years  of  civil  conteft,  and 
feeble  mifrule  of  a  corrupt  people, 
will  carry  us  forward  to  the  ae- 
ceffion  of  king  James,  in  1603, 
when  the  crowns  of  Scotland,  and 
of  England,  were  united,  by  the 
voice  of  policy,  and  of  right.  IV. 
Little  more  than  the  efflux  of  a 
wretched  century,  comprehending 
civil  wars,  domeftic  condifb,  and 
a  memorable  revolution,  will  con¬ 
duct  us  to  the  necelfarv  union  of 
fhofe  two  congenerous  nations. 
V,  And  another  period  of  almod 


equal  length  will  convey  thereade? 
of  this  fubfequent  hidory,  through 
great  events,  and  profperous  times, 
to  the  union  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland.  This  portion  of  the 
work  is  rapid  without  being  indif- 
tintfl,  and  while  it  avoids  detail 
and  the  invedigation  of  difputed 
topics,  prefen ts  in  a  clear  and  m af¬ 
ter  iy  manner  a  jud  piedure  of  th$ 
progrefs  ofScotland,  until  by  union. 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  became 
effetffualiy  one  kingdom. 

This  volume  which  is  to  be  fol¬ 
lowed  by  others  containing  the 
topographical  part  of  the  work, 
mud  ever  be  cotdidered  a  valuable 
addition  to  the  hidorical  treafure* 
of  thefe  times ;  it  is  a  mine  of 
ufeful  and  curious  information  re¬ 
commended  by  an  evident  patriotic 
warmth  in  the  writer,  and  a  ge* 
nuine  love  of  his  fubjeft  ;  feelings 
which  have  enabled  him  to  purfue 
without  regret  fo  long  and  labors 
ous  a  refearch,  and  far  from  feeling1 
latitude  at  the  end  of  his  exer¬ 
tions  to  term  them  merely,  the 
agreeable  amufement  of  many  even¬ 
ings. 


Memoirs  of  the  Life  cf  Mrs •  Eliza - 
beth  Carter ,  with  a  Neva  Edi~ 
tion  of  her  Roems}  J'ome  of  which 
have  never  appeared  before ;  its 
which  are  added ,  feme  M fee l la* 
nr  one  Ejfajs  in  Profe ,  together, 
with  Notes  on  the  Bible ,  and 
Anfwers  te  Objections  concerning, 
the  Chrifian  Religion .  By  the 
Rev.  Montagu  Bennington ,  M.  /B 
Vicar  of  Norihbourn ,  /■?  Kent* 
her  Nephew  and  Executor . 

IN  the  prefen t  age,  when  a  laud¬ 
able  curi  ofity  on  the.  part  of  the 
public,  and  a  generous  dpfire  in 
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flie  minds  of  authors  to  afford  to 
merit  of  every  fpecies  doe  means  of 
commemoration,  produce  fo  many 
biographical  works,  it  would  have 
been  an  aftonifhing,  and  a  culpable 
inftance  of  negleft,  if  Elizabeth 
Carter  had  been  allowed  to  Hide 
away  from  the  Country  which  fhe 
fo  eminently  adorned,  with  no 
other  biographical  notice  than  that 
which  might  be  found  in  the  co¬ 
lumns  of  a  diurnal  Or  periodical 
publication.  The  talk  of  a  more 
copious  and  permanent  commemo¬ 
ration  of  this  extraordinary  per- 
ion  has  been  affumed  by  the  Rev. 
Montagu  Pennington,  who,  both 
from  his  earned:  deiire  to  do  juflice 
to  the  fubjeft,  and  his  full  means 
©f  information,  has  fhewn  himfelf 
well  qualified  to  accomplifh  his 
undertaking.  His  narrative,  al¬ 
though  fufiiciently  glowing  with 
that  zealous  regard  for  the  fame  of 
the  individual  whofe  life  he  writes, 
to  render  his  biography  interefl- 
ing,  is  free  from  the  vanity  of  re- 
cording  and  magnifying  trifles, 
and  not  disfigured  by  pompous  and 
tirefome  eulogies  on  trivial  pro¬ 
ductions  or  indifferent  afts.  From 
his  volume  the  following  parti¬ 
culars  are  felefted,  generally  in  his 
own  words,  and  with  his  own  ob- 
fervations. 

Elizabeth  Carter  was  born  ( reck¬ 
oning  by  the  New  Style)  on  the 
1 6th  of  December,  1717,  at  Deal 
in  Kent.  She  was  eldeft  daughter 
of  the  Rev.  Nicolas  Carter,  D.  D» 
Perpetual  Curate  of  the  Chapel  in 
that  town,  and  afterwards  Reftor 
of  Woodchurch  and  of  Flam,  both 
in  that  county,  and  one  of  the 
fix  preachers  in  the  Cathedral 
Church  of  Canterbury.  Her  mother 
was  Margaret,  only  daughter  and 
heirefs  of  Richard  Swayne,  of  Rers$ 


in  the  county  of  Dorfet,  Efq.  (a 
younger  branch  of  thofe  of  Gun- 
ville,  in  the  fame  county)  by  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  Trenchard, 
of  Wolverton  and  Lychet  Mal- 
travers,  Efq.  Dr.  Carter’s  father 
was  a  very  confiderable  farmer  and 
grazier,  in  the  vale  of  Ailefbury. 
Dr.  Carter  was  originally  de« 
figned  for  his  father’s  bufinefs,  and 
did  not  begin  to  fludy  the  learned 
languages  till  he  was  nineteen  years 
of  age ;  and  very  uncommon  was 
the  progrefs  he  made  in  them, 
flnce  he  became  a  very  deep  and 
critical  fcholar  in  the  Latin,  Greek, 
and  Hebrew  languages ;  and  aifo 
acquired  a  very  confiderable  de¬ 
gree  of  knowledge  of  the  fciences. 
He  was  of  Emanue!  College  in 
Cambridge.  He  gave  all  his  chil¬ 
dren,  daughters  as  well  as  fons,  a 
learned  education. 

Very  early  in  life  Mrs.  Carter 
feems  to  have  formed  a  refolution, 
which  (he  was  enabled  to  keep, 
of  devoting  hetfelf  to  ftudy,  and 
a  Angle  life.  When  about  ten  years 
of  age  Ate  had  the  misfortune  to 
lofe  her  mother.  She  died  of  a 
decline  ;  partly,  as  is  fuppofed,  oc- 
cafloned  by  vexation.  She  brought 
her  hulband  a  handfome  fortune 
of  feveral  thoufand  pounds,  which 
they  hoped  to  increafe,  for  a  fa¬ 
mily,  then  likely  to  be  large,  by 
buying  South  Sea  Stock.  They 
had  not,  however,  the  prudence 
to  fell  in  time;  and  the  burfting 
of  that  bubble  in  the  memorable 
year  1720  fwept  the  greateft  part 
of  it  away.  From  this  flroke  fhe 
never  recovered,  and  Dr.  Carter 
himfelf  was  fo  much  a  hefted  by  it, 
that  he  never  willingly  mentioned 
it,  nor  chofe  to  fay  how  large  a 
fum  he  had  thus  loft. 

The  infancy  and  early  youth  of 
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Mrs.  Carter  afforded  no  promife 
the  attainments  which  fhe  after¬ 
wards  acquired.  Yet  even  then 
it  was  her  moft  eager  defire  to  be 
a  fcholar,  though  nature  feemed  to 
forbid  it.  She  gained  the  rudi¬ 
ments  of  knowledge  with  great 
labour  and  difficulty  ;  and  her  per- 
feverance  was  put  to  a  moft  fevere 
trial.  The  ftownefs  with  which 
(he  conquered  the  impediments, 
that  always  oppofe  the  beginning 
of  the  ftudy  of  the  dead  languages, 
was  fuch  as  weari«d  even  the  pa¬ 
tience  of  her  father ;  and  he  re¬ 
peatedly  entreated  her  to  give  up 
all  thoughts  of  becoming  a  fcholar. 
But  file  was  determined  to  over¬ 
come  the  difficulty,  and  her  un¬ 
wearied  application  injured  her 
health,  and  probably  laid  the  foun¬ 
dation  for  thofe  frequent  and  fe¬ 
vere  head-achs,  from  which  fhe 
was  never  afterwards  wholly  free. 
Hence  alfo  file  contracted  the  habit 
of  taking  fnuff.  This  ftie  djd  at 
firft  in  order  to  keep  herfelf  awake 
during  her  ftudies,  which  fne  fre¬ 
quently  protracted  during  great 
part  of  the  night,  and  was  after¬ 
wards  unable  to  give  up  the  cuff 
tom,  though  it  was  very  difagree- 
able  to  her  father.  This  ardent 
thirft  after  knowledge  was,  how- 
«ver,  at  length  crowned  with  com¬ 
plete  fuccefs;  and  her  acquirements 
became,  even  very  early  in  life, 
fuch  as  are  rarely  met  with.  What 
(he  had  once  gained  file  never  after¬ 
wards  loft  ;  an  effeCl  indeed  to  be 
expeCfed  from  the  intenfe  applica. 
tion  by  which  file  acquired  her 
learning,  and  which  is  often  by  no 
means  the  cafe  with  refpeCt  to 
thofe,  the  quicknefs  of  whole  facul¬ 
ties  renders  labour  almoft  needlefs. 

She  alfo  learned  the  French  lan¬ 


guage,  acquired  the  common 
branches  of  needle-work,  which 
file  always  praClifed,  and  made 
fome,  though  not  confiderable, 
proficiency  on  the  fpinnet  and  thft 
German  fiute. 

She  feems  very  early  to  have 
cultivated  a  tafte  for  poetry ;  for 
in  the  year  1738,  file  publifiied  a 
very  fmall  coileftion  of  poems, 
written  before  fhe  was  twenty 
years  of  age.  They  were  printed 
by  Cave,  the  original  editor  of  the 
Gentleman's  Magazine,  and  St» 
Tohn’s  Gate  appears  in  the  title* 


page. 

It  is  not  eafy,  at  this  diftance 
of  time,  to  relate  exaCUy  her  pro® 
grefs  in  learning,  in  its  proper 
order.  She  began  with  the  Latin 
and  Greek  languages,  and  after 
fome  time  added  to  them  the  He* 
brew.  Of  her  proficiency  in  this 
laft,  the  writer  of  this  is  not  a 
competent  judge,  though  he  has 
every  reafon  to  believe  it  to  be 
confiderable,  and  fhe  never  neg» 
lefted  reading  it  every  day  when 
in  health;  but  with  the  two  former 
fhe  was  thoroughly  and  intimately 
acquainted,  efpecially  with  Greek, 
to  which  noble  language  fhe  was 
particularly  partial.  She  ufed  to 
relate  with  much  pleafure  in  her 
own  family  (for  no  perfon  fpoke 
lefs  of  herfelf,  and  of  her  own  ac¬ 
quirements,  in  company )  that  Dr. 
johnfon  had  faid,  fpeaking  of  fome 
celebrated  fcholar,  that  he  under® 
fcood  Greek  better  than  any  one 
whom  he  had  ever  known,  except 
Elizabeth  Carter.  Yet  with  the 
Greek  and  Latin  grammars  fhe 
was  almoft  wholly  unacquainted, 
and  ufed  to  fay  of  them,  with  fome 
degree  of  unmerited  contempt,  that 
file  had  never  learnt  them. 
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The  French  language*  as  has  been 
©bferved  before*  (he  learnt  ( to  fpeak 
at  lead)  of  a  native*  and  under- 
Hood  it  thoroughly  :  fo  fhe  did 
Italian*  Spanifh*  and  German,  which 
languages  (he  taught  herfelf  with¬ 
out  any  abidance*  Of  this  laft 
language  (he  was  particularly  fond* 
and  took  great  delight  in  reading 
it. 

Later  in  life  (he  learned  For- 
ttiguefe ;  in  which*  for  want  of 
books,  (he  probably  made,  no  great 
progrefs.  Laft  of  all*  fhe  taught 
herfelf  Arabick ;  but  this  very 
difficult  language  (he  never  pro¬ 
filed  to  underhand  well,  but  was 
j.uft  able  to  read  it  with  the  con- 
ilant  aftiftance  of  a  dictionary.  She 
made  indeed  an  Arabick  dictionary 
for  herfelf*  containing  various 
meanings  of  words,  and  their  com¬ 
binations*  which  fhe  found,  from 
her  own  reading  to  have  been  im¬ 
properly  tranflated,  or  mifunder- 
ftood. 

She  bellowed  great  attention  on 
aftronomy,  in  which  fhe  made  con¬ 
siderable  proficiency,  and  took 
great  delight  in  ancient  geography, 
in  which  fhe  was  more  converfant 
than  the  modern,  and  could  give 
a  better  account  of  the  wan¬ 
derings  of  Ulyffes  and  iEneas, 
than  fhe  could  of  the  voyages 
and  difcoveries  of  Cook  or  Bou¬ 
gainville. 

But  among  her  ftudies  there  was 
one  which  fhe  never  negbeCted  ; 
one  which  was  always  dear  to  her 
from  her  earlieft  infancy  to  the 
lateft  period  of  her  life,  and  in 
which  fhe  made  a  continual  pro¬ 
grefs.  This  was  that  of  religion, 
which  was  her  conftant  care  and 
greateft  delight.  Her  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  the  Bible*  fome  part  of 


which  fhe  never  failed  no  read 
every  day,  was  a:s  complete*  as  her 
belief  in  it  was  fincere. 

But  though  fuch  was  her  turn 
of  mind  from  her  earlieft  youth* 
fhe  was,  when  a  young  woman* 
not  only  lively  but  gay.  Her 
cheerfulnefs  and  innocent  playful- 
nefs  of  mind,  indeed,  never  for- 
fook  her  to  the  very  laft ;  but 
thofe  who  had  been  long  accuftomed 
to  contemplate  with  refpeft,  and 
even  reverence*  the  deep  fcholar 
and  pious  moralift,  will  perhaps  be 
furprifed  when  they  are  told,  that' 
Mrs.  Carter  loved  dancing*  was 
fomewhat,  when  very  young,  of  a 
romp,  and  fubfcribed  toaftemblies ; 
nay*  once  at  leaft*  fhe  took  a  part 
in  a  play,  in  which  the  other 
performers  were  her  brother  and 
lifter*  fome  few  of  their  young 
companions,  and  even  the  grave 
Dodor,  her  father,  who  conde- 
fcended  to  appear  on  their  little 
ftage,  and  read  the  part  of  Cato. 
She  herfelf,  it  feems*  was  to  enaffc 
the  part  of  a  king,  probably  that, 
of  Juba. 

It  is  indeed  a  matter  of  fome 
furprize,  how  fhe  could  make  her 
laborious  ftudies  compatible  with 
fuch  amufements.  But  the  faft  is* 
that  fhe  was  never  idle.  She  rofe 
very  early,  generally  between  four 
and  five  o’clock,  and  this  cuftom 
fhe  continued  through  life;  her 
lateft  time  of  riling,  when  in  tole¬ 
rable  health,  being  between  fix  and 
feven  o’clock,  even  to  the  very 
clofe  of  life.  When  young,  fhe 
alfo  fat  up  very  late,  fo  that  her 
father,  In  one  of  his  letters,  com¬ 
mends  her  for  having  formed  a  re- 
folution  of  going  to  bed  not  later 
than  twelve  o’clock,  and  defires 
her  to  adhere  to  it.  Hence  fhe  was 

accuftomed 


f 


ACCOUNT  OF  BOOKS. 


accuftomed  to  ufe  various  means 
to  keep  herfelf  awake  %  to  the 
great  injury  of  her  health,  for  fhe 
was  always  very  inclinable  to  deep, 
dept  foon,  and  very  foundly,  even 
in  her  chair. 

With  fo  much  innocent  cheer- 
fulnefs,  fome  (hare  of  beauty,  and 
fo  many  accomplifhments,  it  is  not 
furprifing  that  Mifs  Carter  fhould 
have  offers  of  marriage,  and  fome 
of  them  even  advantageous  ones. 
But  flattered,  courted,  carefled  as 
fhe  was,  ftiil  fhe  took  no  flep  with¬ 
out  her  father’s  advice  ;  nor  even, 
whatever  her  own  wilhes  were,  re- 
fufed  to  marry  without  his  per- 
miflion  to  do  fo. 

There  was  once,  however,  a 
gentleman  every  way  unexception¬ 
able,  who  offered  to  her;  and  to 
whom  fhe  appears  fo  far  to  have 
formed  an  attachment,  as  to  in¬ 
duce  her  at  leafl  to  hefitate  for 
fome  time  before  fhe  gave  her  final 
anfwer.  His  name  is  omitted,  as 
fome  of  his  family  may  perhaps  be 
living.  This  gentleman  flie  might 
poflibly  have  accepted,  had  he 
not  publifhed  fome  verfes,  which, 
though  not  abfolutely  indecent,  yet 
feemed  to  ihew  too  light  and  li¬ 
centious  a  turn  of  mind  ;  and  of 
thefe  he  was  afterwards  fmcerely 
afhamed  himfelf. 

Many  years  after  this,  when 
*  Mr.  Hayley  publifhed  his  Effay 
on  Old  Maids,  in  1785,  he  thought 
proper  to  dedicate  it  to  Mrs.  Car¬ 
ter,  in  her  triple  capacity  of (l  Poet, 
Philofopher,  and  Old  Maid.”  He 
fent  her  alfo,  but  anonymoudy,  a 
copy  of  the  work  elegantly  bound. 
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She  was  neither  pleaded,  however, 
nor  flattered  by  the  compliment. 
Had  that  gentleman  known  her 
perfonally,  he  would  have  been  af~ 
fared  that  all  the  wit,  learning, 
and  genius,  difplayed  fo  abundantly 
in  that  performance,  could  never 
compenfate,  in  her  opinion,  for  the 
improprieties  contained  in  it ;  and 
that  no  compliment  to  herfelf  could 
induce  her  to  excufe  the  ridicule 
thrown  upon  others. 

At  a  very  early  period  of  her 
life  Mrs.  Carter  became  acquainted 
with  Mr.  Cave,  who  was  a  friend 
of  her  father.  Cave,  as  was  men¬ 
tioned  before,  was  the  original 
editor  of  the  Gentleman’s  Maga¬ 
zine,  and  inferted  in  it,  with  her 
confent,  feveral  of  her  early  po¬ 
etical  attempts,  which  are  for  the 
mofl  part  figned  Eliza,  and  which 
occur  as  foon  as  1734,  in  her  17th 
year. 

Mr.  Cave  was  much  conne&ed 
with  the  literary  world,  and  his 
friendship  for  Mrs.  Carter  was  the 
means  of  introducing  her  to  many 
authors  and  fcholars  of  note :  among 
thefe  was  Mr.,  afterwards  Dr,, 
Johnfon.  This  was  early  in  his 
life,  and  his  name  was  then  but 
beginning  to  be  known,  having; 
juft  publifhed  his  celebrated  Imi¬ 
tation  of  the  third  Satire  of  Juve¬ 
nal,  under  the  name  of  London „ 
Neither  this  work  nor  his  general 
character  were  as  yet  much  known 
in  the  country ;  for  Dr.  Carter, 
in  a  letter  to  his  daughter,  dated 
June  25,  1738,  fays  :  —  f<  You 
mention  Johnfon  ;  but  that  is  a 
name  with  which  I  am  utterly  un-* 


*  Belides  the  taking  fnuff,  the  owned  that  fhe  ufed  to  bind  a  wet  towel  round  her 
head,  put  a  wet  cloth  to  the  pit  of  her  ftomach,  and  chew  green  tea  and  coffee.  To 
oblige  ker  father,  fhe  endeavoured  to  conquer  the  habit  of  taking  fnuff,  and  would  not 
refume  it  without  his  confent.  This  he  at  length  reluctantly  gave,  finding  how  much 
fhe  l'uffered  from  the  want  of  it, 

Vol,  XLIX.  or  Vol,  VII,  New  Series.  *Pp  acquainted* 
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Acquainted.  Neither  his  fcholaftic, 
Ethical,  or  poetical  chara&er  ever 
reached  ray  ears.  I  a  little  fuf- 
pedt  his  judgment,  if  he  is  very 
fond  of  Martial.”  This  was  evi. 
dantly  in  anfwer  to  what  his 
daughter  had  faid  of  him  ;  and  it 
fhews  her  high  opinion  of  him  be¬ 
fore  the  judgment  of  the  world 
could  have  had  any  confiderable 
influence  upon  it.  Their  friend- 
fh ip  continued  as  long  as  johnfon 
lived,  and  he  always  exprefTed  the 
greatef!  efteem  and  regard  for  her, 
Notwithftanding-  the  rudenefs  of 
his  manners  occaftonally,  even  to 
women,  I  have  frequently  heard 
her  fay,  that  he  never  treated  her 
but  with  civility,  attention,  and 
refpedt. 

For  Dr.  Johnfon  Mrs.  Carter 
had  to  the  left  a  very  great  efteem, 
and  always  fpoke  in  high  terms  of 
his  conftant  attention  to  religious 
duties,  and  the  foundnefs  of  his 
moral  principles.  In  one  of  their 
lateft  converfations  ihe  was  e\- 
prefiing  this  opinion  of  him  to  him- 
felf ;  he  took  her  by  the  hand,  and 
ia*d  with  much  eager  nets,  “  You 
know  this  to  be  true,  and  teftify 
it  to  the  world  when  I  am  gone.” 
She  loft  no  opportunity  of  com¬ 
plying  with  this  requeft  ;  and  al¬ 
ways  reprobated  feverely  the  con¬ 
duct  of  fome  of  his  biographers, 
who  publifhed,  as  the  genuine  dic¬ 
tates  of  his  heart,  opinions  broached 
in  the  warmth  of  argument,  and 
maintained  lor  the  fake  or  victory 
in  it.  If  fuch  converfations  indeed 
were  to  be  fuppefed  to  convey  his 
real  fentimenrs,  the  rigid  moral! ft, 
snd  the  pious  Chriftian,  would  in 
vain  be  fought  for  irr  the  apclogift 
of  duelling,  mT  drinking,  and  of 
many  other  offences  both  againft 
religion  and  fociety.  But  it  is  in 


his  own  works  that  his  real  opinions 
are  to  be  found,  and  by  them  he  is 
to  be  juftified  or  condemned. 

One  of  the  moft  excellent  in¬ 
deed  of  thefe,  his  “  Lives  of  the 
Poets,”  a  book  which  it  is  difficult 
either  to  admire  or  cenfure  too 
much,  1  ough  it  loft  him  the  friend- 
fhip  of  many  perfons,  eminent  both 
in  rank  and  letters,  made  no  alter¬ 
ation  in  Mrs  Carter’s  fteady  re¬ 
gard  for  him.  She  blamed  it  in¬ 
deed  in  many  refpeffs ;  but,  with 
her  ufual  charity,  attributed  all 
that  is  good  in  it  to  his  virtuous 
principles  ;  and  all  that  feems  to 
be  envy  arid  ill  nature,  to  a  morbid 
irritability  of  the  nerves,  brought 
on  by,  or  elfe  the  caufe  of,  bodily 
buffering. 

To  return  from  this  digreftion 
to  Mrs.  Carter’s  early  life  The 
year  1739  firft  introduced  her  to 
the  world  as  a  writer  in  profe,  as 
well  as  in  verfe.  Pier  firft  work 
of  this  kind  was  a  tranfla?  on  from 
the  French,  of  the  Critique  of 
Croufaz  on  Pope’s  Effay  on  Man. 
This  was  ftnifhed  in  1738,  but  not 
publifhed  till  the  following  year. 

It  is  in  one  fmall  volume  duode- 
cimc,  and  called  in  the  title-page 

An  Examination  of  Mr.  Pope’s 
Effay  on  Man  :  tranflated  from  the 
French  of  M.  Croufaz,  M.R.A. 
of  Sciences  at  P  ris  and  Bourdeaux  ; 
and  Profeffor  of  Phifofophy  and 
Mathematics  at  Latffanne.  ’  No 
tranflaror’s  name  is  mentioned,  no$* 
is  there  any  preface  but  from  the 
author.  There  are  a  few  notes  by 
tile  tranflator,  but  not  of  ny  great 
importance.  This  work  is  now 
extremely  foarce,  and  long  ft  nee 
out  of  print. 

Before  Mrs,  Carter  had  finifned 
this  tranflaiion,  fne  began  another, 
from  the  Italian  of  Algarotti’s 

Newtoni- 
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Newtonianifmo  per  le  Dame.  The 
Englifh  title  to  this  work  was. 

Sir  Ifaac  Newton’s  Philofophy 
explained,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Ladies, 
in  fix  Dialogues*  on  Light  and 
Colours.’ *  This  was  printed  by 
Cave,  in  the  fame  year,  1739,  in 
two  volumes  duodecimo,  and  was 
thought  to  be  very  well  done. 
This  book  alfo  is  very  fearce. 

When  further  advanced,  how¬ 
ever,  in  life  and  reputation,  Mrs. 
Carter  never  willingly  fpoke  of 
either  of  thefe  tranflations,  and 
feemed  to  wilh  that  they  Ihould  be 
wholly  forgotten.  Though  not  ill 
written,  they  were  indeed  in  other 
refpedts  unworthy  of  her  powers ; 
and  the  time  of  the  future  iranf. 
lator  of,  and  commentator  upon 
Epi&etus,  was  furely  ill  bellowed 
on  veriions  from  modern  and  fa¬ 
miliar  languages,  which  might 
have  been  rendered  as  well  by  any 
common  Grub-ftreet  writer.  This 
was  probably  her  own  opinion  ;  yet 
in  fome  refpefts  they  were  ufeful 
to  her.  They  contributed  to  make 
her  more  generally  known,  and 
more  highly  efteemed,  both  in  town 
and  country. 

In  the  country  indeed,  her  fre¬ 
quent  refidence  in  London,  and  the 
fame  of  her  learning,  then  fo  rare 
among  women,  occafioned  fome  ri¬ 
diculous  miftakes  about  her  fitu- 
ation  ;  and  her  neighbours  there 
were  inclined  to  give  her  credit 
for  diftinttions  even  incompatible 
with  her  fex.  Thus  one  of  her 
filers,  feveral  years  younger  than 
herfelf,  wrote  to  her  about  this 
time,  when  Ihe  was  in  London,  to 
enquire  whether  Ihe  was  really 
going  to  be  a  Member  of  Parliament. 

Here’s  all  Deal,”  fays  fie,  t(  is 
in  amazement  that  you  want  to  be 
a  Member  of  the  Parliament  Ploufe; 
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and  Mrs.  —  was  told  it,  but  fo 
ftrongly  affirmed  that  it  was  no 
fuch  thing,  that  fie  came  to  our 
houfe  quite  hot  to  alk  ;  and  was 
quite  amazed  to  hear  ’twas  fo.  Let 
me  know  in  your  next  whether 
'tis  a  jell,  or  that  you  really  want 
to  go.” 

The  tranflations  before  men¬ 
tioned,  however  little  they  may- 
now  be  fuppofed  to  add  to  Mrs. 
Carter’s  fame,  had  a  conflderable 
influence  upon  it  then;  and  one  of 
them  was  the  means  of  introducing: 
her  to  the  celebrated  Countefs  of 
Hertford,  afterwards  Duchefs  of 
Somerfet.  To  this  lady  Mrs- 
Carter  wilhed  to  dedicate  one  of 
thefe  tranflations  ;  but  which  of 
them  does  not  clearly  appear, 
though  it  was  probably  that  from 
Algarotti.  Lady  Hertford  chofe 
to  decline  the  compliment ;  but 
the  offer  of  it  brought  on  a  cor- 
refpondence,  as  well  as  a  perfonai 
acquaintance. 

Some  pages  of  the  memoirs 
are  then  devoted  to  an  account 
of  Mrs.  Carter’s  acquaintance  and 
correfpondence  with  many  perfons 
of  learning  and  genius  in  her  youth; 
among  them  are  Mr.  Harte,  Mr. 
Savage,  the  furviving  hufband  of 
Mrs.  Rowe,  of  which  lady’s  wri¬ 
tings  flie  was  a  great  admirer,  and 
that  wonderful  prodigy  of  early 
learning,  John  Philip  Baratier. 
Her  introduction  to  Mifs  Talbot 
in  1741,  much  extended  the  fphere 
of  her  acquaintance,  adding  largely 
alfo  to  the  number  of  her  literary 
and  diftinguifhed  correfpondents. 

For  feveral  years  previous  to  the 
completion  of  her  brother’s  edu¬ 
cation,  Mrs.  Carter  was  fo  much 
engaged  with  him,  as  to  fpend  but 
little  time  from  Deal.  Having 
devoted  herfelf  to  this  talk,  fhe 
*  P  p  Z  confldered 
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eonfidered  it  a  duty  to  attend  con. 
fcientioufly  to  it,  and  indeed,  from 
the  manner  in  which  (lie  fpeaks 
of  her  pupil  in  fome  of  her  letters 
at  this  time,  it  feems  as  if  it  foon 
became  a  fource  of  pleafure  alfo  to 
her.  She  refilled  therefore  all  the 
preffing  foiicitations  of  Mifs  Tal¬ 
bot,  and  her  other  friends,  to  lpend 
part  of  the  winter,  during  thefe 
years,  with  them  in  London  ;  and 
however  ftrong  the  temptation  to 
comply  with  tfnm  might  be,  fne 
perfevered  in  fulfilling  the  engage¬ 
ment  flte  had  made.  Her  ieilure 
hours  were  however  well  employed, 
fince  to  them  the  world  owes  her 
greatefi:  work,  and  that  which  prin¬ 
cipally  contributed  to  make  her 
known,  the  tranfiation  of  Epic¬ 
tetus. 

This  was  undertaken,  as  ap¬ 
pears  by  the  letters,  at  the  de- 
fire  of  Mifs  Talbot,  enforced 
by  the  Bifhop  of  Oxford.  It 
was  begun  in  the  funnier  of  the 
year  1749;  and  was  fent  up  in 
ilieets,  as  fall:  as  it  was  finilhed, 
for  the  entertainment  of  Mifs  Tal¬ 
bot,  arid  to  receive  the  Biihop’s 
corrections.  It  was  not  originally 
definged  for  publication ;  and  there¬ 
fore,  at  fir  ft,  fome  chapters  were 
omitted,  as  not  being  likely  to 
give  her  friend  any  pleafure,  which 
were  afterwards  tranflated,  and 
added  in  their  proper  place. 

Mrs.  Carter  was  therefore  in  her 
thirty-f  cond  year  when  (he  began 
this  great  and  very  difficult  work ; 
and  as  fire  wrote  it  leifurely,  as 
her  time  would  allow,  which  was 
then  much  occupied  by  her  brother's 
education,  it  was  not  finifhed  till 
the  year  17 56. 

Mifs  Talbot  was  a  woman  not 
«nly  of  eleganr  accomplishments, 
but  deeply  read,  and  polielfed  of 


no  inconfiderahle  fhare  of  learning, 
die  was  well  fkilled  in  the  Latin, 
as  well  as  in  the  modern  languages; 
hue  the  fhining  part  of  her  charac¬ 
ter,  like  that  of  her  friend,  was 
her  piety  ;  a  piety  not  kept,  as  is 
too  often  the  cafe,  for  mere  Sunday 
ufes,  but  fuch  as  mixed  in  all  her 
con verfations,  and  every  employ¬ 
ment  in  life.  She  feems,  there¬ 
fore,  to  have  feared,  that  to  thofe 
whofe  minds  were  not  completely 
fenfible  of  the  truth  of  the  doctrines 
of  the  Chriftian  Religion,  the  Sto. 
ical  opinions  of  Epidetus  might  do 
hurt.  Could  this,  however,  have 
been  the  cafe,  the  notes  which  Mrs. 
Carter  added  to  the  tranfiation, 
would  probably  ha<e  been  a  Ef¬ 
ficient  antidote  to  the  poifon. 

But  though  the  tranfiation  was 
now  finifhed,  much  frill  remained 
to  be  done.  As  publication  had 
not  been  originally  thought  of, 
many  corrections  were  required, 
and  fome  notes,  to  prevent  its  doing 
harm  .ahead  or  good  io  thofe  whofe 
want  of  judgment  might  lead  them 
to  draw  wrong  conclufions  from 
it. 

About  this  time  fome  of  Mrs. 
Carter’s  friends  had  formed  a 
fcheme,  unknown  to  herfelf,  ©f 
getting  her  into  the  Princefs  of 
Wales’s  hotifhoid,  to  be  about  fome 
of  the  children;  and  Mifs  Talbot 
wrote  her  word  of  it,  begging  her 
at  the  fame  time  not  to  refufe  fuch 
a  place  fhouid  it  be  offered.  Mrs. 
Carter,  however,  declined  the  talk 
in  a  letter  equally  replete  with 
humour  and  good  fenfe  ;  and,  to 
ufe  her  own  phrafe,  (C  Nothing 
came  of  it.” 

The  trai  flation  of  EpiCtetus  be¬ 
ing  now  finifhed,  was  left  in  the 
Bilhop  of  Oxford’s  hands  far  re- 
vifal  and  correftion.  Meant  ime 
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he  and  Mifs  Talbot  earneftly  prefted 
Mrs.  Carter  to  colled:  what  par¬ 
ticulars  the  could,  and  to  write  the 
philofopher’s  life.  This  fhe  at  firft 
declined,  both  for  want  of  fufEcient 
materials,  and  for  another  very 
good  reafon,  becaufe  fhe  had  a 
dozen  (hirts  to  make. 

After  the  Bifhop  of  Oxford’s 
revifal  of  the  tranflation  of  Epic™ 
tetus,  which  took  him  up  near  a 
month’s  conftant  fludy,  during 
whicft  he  was  confined  by  a  fit  of 
the  gout,  it  was  returned  to  Mrs. 
Carter,  with  the  following  requeft 
from  Mifs  Talbot,  concerning  the 
notes  which  (he  thought  fhouid  be 
added  to  it.  (C  It  is  terrifying,” 
fays  fhe,  “  to  think  what  effects  a 
a  book  fo  mixed  up  of  excellence 
and  error  might  have  in  this  infidel 
age,  if  it  be  not  fufficiently  guarded 
with  proper  notes  and  animad- 
verfions.  It  feridufly  lies  upon 
my  confcience  to  fuggeft  as  many 
of  this  kind  as  I  can.  And  I  be- 
feech  you  let  it  lie  upon  yours  to 
infert  very  diligently  in  your  blank 
leaves  all  fuch  alterations  and  ad¬ 
ditions  as  you  frail  judge  proper. 
And  do  not  grieve  at  the  talk,  for 
Tis  a  noble  one  to  complete  fuch  a 
work ;  which,  when  fmifhed,  will 
be  of  more  ufe  and  entertainment 
than  raoft  books  1  have  read;  and 
will  do  honour  to  Epidetus,  your- 
felf,  your  country,  and  woman¬ 
kind.” 

This  fuggefion  produced  a  cor- 
refpondence,  in  which  Mrs.  Carter 
defended  het  author,  and  a  plan 
was  finally  agreed  upon,  of  writing 
an  introdudion,  and  adding  fuch 
notes  as  might  be  fuppofed  to  pre¬ 
vent  ail  danger  to  fuperficial  and 
incautious  readers.  Thef’e  alfo  were 
fent  to  the  Bifhop  and  Mifs  Talbot 
for  their  approbation  and  correct 


tion,  but  they  made  few  or  no  aL 
terations  in  them.  Some  few  ad¬ 
ditional  notes  were  found  in  Mrs. 
Carter’s  writing,  in  her  own  quarto 
copy  of  Epidetos,  which  have 
been  added  to  the  la  ft  edition  p«b-v 
lifted  fines  her  deceafe. 

But  the  printing  of  this  work 
was  ftill  delayed  by  another  cir« 
cumftance.  The  Enchiridion,  or 
Manual  of  Epidetus,  had  been 
tranflated  by  Dr.  Stanhope,  as  well 
as  by  other  writers  of  lels  note* 
and  therefore  Mrs.  Carter’s  firft 
intention  was  not  to  tranflate  either 
that  or  the  fragments.  The  Bifhop*, 
however,  requefted  her  to  under¬ 
take  thefe  alfo,  which  would  make 
it  a  complete  work,  efpecially  as 
they  all  thought,  on  comparing 
Dr.  Stanhope’s  verlion  with  the 
original,  that  it  was  much  too 
vague  and  difFufe, 

Thefe  were  finifhed  in  May, 
1756;  and  in  the  fame  year  her 
brother  Henry’s  education  being 
completed,  he  was  fent  to  the  Uni- 
verfiry,  fo  that  after  this  period 
Mrs.  Carter’s  time  was  in  a  great 
meafure  at  her  own  difpofal. 

It  appears  to  have  been  Mrs. 
Carter’s  wifh  and  firft  intention  to 
have  inferibed  her  Epidetus  to 
Mifs  Talbot,  under  vvhofe  aufpiceo 


the  tranfation  was  begun;  but 
(lie  chofe  to  decline  that  honour, 
and  the  book  appeared  without  any 
addrefs  or  dedication  whatever. 

The  printing  of  this. work  was 
begun  in  June  1757,  and  was  not 
fimlhed  till  April  1758.  It  was 
in  one  volume  large  quarto,  1 05 
pages,  befides  the  introduction  of 
34.  There  were  1018  copies  (truck 
cif  at  firft  ;  but  as  they  were  found 
infufficient  for  the  fubfcrlbers,  in 
the  foliowing  July  250  more  were 
printed.  There  have  been  two 
*  P  p  3  fubfequent 
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fubfequerit  editions  in  two  volumes 
duodecimo,  befides  one  in  two  vo- 
lumes  otftavo,  publifbed  fince  Mrs. 
Carter’s  deceafe,  with  fome  ad¬ 
ditional  notes  as  before  mentioned. 
It  was  printed  by  fubfcription,  and 
the  price  was  a  guinea  ;  one  half 
to  be  paid  at  the  time  of  fubfcribing, 

and  the  remainder  on  the  delivery 

* 

of  the  book.  The  number  of  fub- 
fcribers  was  very  great  -s  no  lefs  (as 
entered  in  her  own  copy,  fome  of 
the  names  being  in  manufcript) 
than  1031  ;  and  the  lift  of  names 
was  moft  refpectable,  comprehend¬ 
ing  a  large  proportion  of  thofe  who 
were  then  moft  eminent  in  ftation 
as  well  as  in  literature. 

The  firft  delivery  to  the  book- 
fellers  for  the  refpedlive  fubfcribers, 
was  650  copies.  The  whole  ex¬ 
pence  of  printing  the  work,  in¬ 
cluding  the  propofals  and  receipts, 
as  appears  by  Mr.  Richardfon’s 
bill,  who  printed  if,  was  only 
76I.  7s.  (that  is,  not  including  the 
250  copies  added  afterwards)  and 
as  many  more  copies  were  fub- 
fcribed  for,  by  way  of  compli¬ 
ment,  than  were  claimed,  Mrs. 
Carter  was  a  gainer  by  the  work, 
nearly,  if  not  quite  a  thoufand 
pounds.  It  fold  fo  well,  and  the 
price  kept  up  fo  remarkably,  that 
that  fome  years  after.  Dr.  Seeker, 
then  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury, 
brought  a  bookfeller’s  catalogue 
to  her,  faying,  “  Here,  Madam 
Carter,  fee  how  ill  I  am  ufed  by 
the  world ;  here  are  my  Sermons 
felling  at  half  price,  while  your 
Epi&etus  truly  is  not  to  be  had 
under  eighteen  fhillings,  only  three 
Ihillings  lefs  than  the  original  fub- 
feription.”  ; 

This  work  was  much  admired 
and  talked  of  as  foon  as  publifhed  ; 
and  the  extraordinary  circumftance 


of  a  tranflation  from  the  Greek  of 
fo  difficult  an  author,  by  a  woman, 
rdade  a  great  n'oife  all  over  Europe. 

The  fame  acquired  by  this  tranf¬ 
lation  made  Mrs.  Carter’s  friends 
urge  her  to  publifh  a  volume  of 
poems.  In  1762  they  were  pub¬ 
lished  ;  and  it  is  not  often  that  f® 
inconfiderable  a  volume  has  been 
ufhered  into  the  world  info  refpedf- 
able  a  manner.  It  was  dedicated 
to  Lord  Bath,  and  introduced  by 
fome  very  fine  lines  in  blank  verfe 
by  Lord  Littleton,  with  anallufion 
in  them  to  Mrs.  Montagu  as  her 
friend. 

Of  Mrs.  Carter’s  poems  the  ge¬ 
neral  character  feems  to  be  rather 
eafe,  correftnefs,  and  elegance,  than 
fire  or  ftrengtfi.  Though  fhe  felt, 
and  warmly  admired  the  thoughts 
that  breathe ,  and  words  that  burn , 
yet  her  own  poetry  bears  no  marks 
of  genius  of  fo  high  a  ftamp.  Still, 
among  the  minor  poets  of  the  age, 
her  rank  will  be  far  above  medi¬ 
ocrity  ;  and ‘the  claffic  purity  *  of 
her  language,  the  fweetnefs  of  her 
verfification,  and  her  undeviating 
attention  to  the  only  true  morality, 
that  of  the  Gofpel,  have  caufed 
them  to  be  much  read,  and  juftly 
approved  by  the  wife  and  learned, 
as  well  as  the  good.  They  vvere 
all  addreffed  to  friends  whom  ftie 
loved  ;  and  what  fhe  really  felt  or 
thought  concerning  them,  file  ex- 
preffed. 

After  the  publication  of  her  Epic¬ 
tetus,  Mrs.  Carter’s  circumftances 
became  fo  eafy,  that  fne  was  no 
longer  wholly  dependent  on  her 
father,  though  fhe  Hill  refided  with 
him  whenever  fhe  was  at  Deal, 
which  was  ftiii  her  home.  But 
fhe  was  now  enabled  to  live  for 
feveral  months  every  winter  in  that 
part  of  London  which  fhe  never 

afterwards 
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afterwards  quitted.  She  confidered 
herfelf  as  more  independent  in  lodg¬ 
ings,  as  weli  as  more  at  her  eafe, 
than  fhe  could  be  in  vifiting  at  any 
friend’s  houfe,  many  of  whom 
would  have  gladly  received  her. 
She  therefore  engaged  a  fmall  but 
neat  apartment,  the  firft  floor  of 
No.  20,  in  Clarges-flreet,  Picca¬ 
dilly,  in  which  fhe  lived  for  many 
years.  This  was  next  door  to  the 
houfe  in  which  file  died ;  and  ex¬ 
cept  an  interval  of  a  year  or  two 
after  the  death' of  her  old  landlady, 
at  No.  20,  when  fhe  had  lodgings 
in  Chapel- 11  reet,  May  Fair,  (lie  re- 
fided  conllantly  in  the  winter  in 
Clarges-flreet.  Here  fne  had  hand- 
fome  and  comfortable  apartments 
for  herfelf  and  a  maid-fervant,  at 
No.  2i,  and  never  afterwards  had 
occafion  to  change  them.  She 
kept  no  table  in  London,  even  after 
this  time  when  fhe  was  well  able 
to  afford  to  it ;  nor  ever  dined  at 
home,  but  when  fhe  was  fo  ill  as 
to  be  unable  to  go  out.  The  chairs 
or  carriages  of  her  friends  always 
brought  her  to  dinner,  and  carried 
her  back  at  ten  o’clock  at  lateft. 
Her  acquaintance  was  large  and 
highly  refpedtable ;  and  moft  of 
them  loved  her  with  a  warmthof  af¬ 
fection  which  is  not  often  feen  even 
amongft  the  neareft  connections. 

In  the  fame  year  1762,  her  efta- 
blifhroent  in  the  country  alfo  was 
put  upon  a  different  footing.  Her 
brothers  and  filters  were  now  all 
married,  and  of  courfe  had  left  her 
father’s  houfe,  (except  his  youngeft 
fori,  her  pupil,  and  her  youngeft 
filter,  who  both  married  foon  af¬ 
terwards)  and  he  lived  in  a  hired 
houfe  at  Deal,  fubjeft,  from  dif¬ 
ferent  caufes,  to  the  inconvenience 
of  frequent  removals.  She  thought 
it  belt  therefore  to  buy  a  houle  for 


herfelf,  in  which  her  father  might 
live  with  her,  and  fhe  embraced  the 
opportunity  of  purchafmg  one  at 
the  extremity  of  the  town,  conu 
manding  a  view  both  of  the  country,, 
and  of  the  fea,  in  which  fhe  took 
great  delight.  Her  mother-in-law, 
with  whom  fhe  had  always  lived 
upon  very  kind  and  friendly  terms, 
was  now  dead,  and  the  talk  of  keep¬ 
ing  her  father’s  houfe  had  devolved 
upon  her. 

In  1763  fhe  was  prevailed  on 
to  make  a  journey  on  the  Continent, 
with  Lord  Bath,  Mr.  Douglas, 
then  his  Lordfhip’s  chaplain,  after¬ 
ward  Bifhopof  Saiilbury,  and  Mr® 
and  Mrs.  Montagu.  They  went 
firft  to  Spa,  and  then,  after  a  fhort 
tour  in  Germany,  proceeded  down 
the  Rhine  into  Holland ;  and  from 
thence,  through  Bruflels,  Ghentj 
Bruges,  and  Dunkirk,  to  Calais 
again. 

From  the  period  of  her  return 
to  England,  Mrs.  Carter’s  life  ex= 
hibits  little  variety.  Like  all  who 
live  many  years,  fhe  was  doomed 
to  witnefs  the  extinction  of  her 
early  friendfhips,  by  the  hand  of 
death,  but  fhe  had  the  good  for» 
tune  to  fee  her  virtues  and  merits 
recognized  by  feveral  of  them  in, 
teftamentary  donations  calculated, 
by  their  liberality  to  exprefs  efteem, 
but  not  tending  by  their  profufe- 
nefs  to  fhew  adifregard  of  the  thing 
given,  which  is  rarely  united  with 
genuine  refpeft  for  the  perfon  to  . 
whom  it  is  given.  If  any  thing 
was  inadequate,  or  ill  confidered 
by  the  teftator,  the  heirs  and  fur- 
vivors  completed  the  intention 
according  to  the  fpirit  and  not  the 
letter,  fo  that  Mrs.  Carter  had  the 
fatisfa&ion  of  finding  the  means  of 
permanent  comfort  allured  to  her, 
with'*  the  fulleft  conviction  that 
*  P  p  4  ike 
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Hie  conferred  favour  while  (lie  re¬ 
ceived  benefit,  and  that  the  plea- 
fure  of  thofe  who  paid  money  to 
her  was  augmented  by  the  feeling 
that  her  happinefs  was  promoted 
by  it. 

Thefe  donations,  added  to  what 
file  derived  from  her  uncle  and 
her  father  made  her  as  affluent 
as  fhe  could  defire  to  be.  Her 
habits  of  life  indeed  were  fuch  that 
a  very  little  fufficed  her.  She 
drefied  as  plain,  and  with  as  little 
expence  as  poffible,  confidering  her 
fituation ;  but  was  always  deli¬ 
cately  neatxand  clean,  both  in  her 
clothes  and  perfon.  Cold  water 
(except  a  little  Hungary  or  La¬ 
vender  water,  with  which  (lie  ufed 
to  rub  her  head)  was  her  only  cof- 
metic  from  her  youth  ;  but  of  that 
fhe  ufed  a  profufion.  She  eat  but 
little  meat  at  dinner,  but  was  food 
of  paftry  and  vegetables ;  and  never 
cat  any  Tapper  at  all.  She  drank 
lemonade,  or  milk  and  water,  at 
her  dinner,  and  one  glafs  of  wine 
when  file  dined  in  company,  as  a 
matter  of  civility,  which  quantity 

fhe  never  exceeded.  But  for  the 

«  1 

laft  three  or  four  years  of  her  life 
Hie  was  ordered  by  her  phyfician 
to  drink  more  wine,  .and  then  fhe 
ufually  drank  alfo  a  fmail  glafs  of 
port  before  dinner. 

But  fparing  as  fhe  was  to  herfelf 
in  every  refpedt,  to  others  fhe  was 
bountiful  as  liberality  itfelf.  Her 
gifts  to  her  relations,  and  to  fome 
friends  who  were  poor,  and  her 
charities  to  the  indigent,  were  fuch, 
that  it  might  have  been  fuppofed 
that  her  moderate  income  could 
mever  have  {applied  them.  She 
ufed  to  fay  with  her  ufual  good 
fenfe,  that  it  was  only  in  perfonal 
expences  that  any  perfon  of  fmail 
fortune  could  or  ought  to  fave; 


becaufe  every  fituation  in  life  re- 
qnired,  with  refpedl  to  fociety,  a 
certain  expence  and  efiablifhment 
correfponding  to  it.  After  her  fa¬ 
thers  death,  therefore,  when  fhe  kept 
hotife  by  herfelf  at  Deal,  fhe  lived 
with  much  hofpitality,  vifited  all  her 
neighbours,  faw  a  great  deal  of  tea 
and  fome  dinner  company.  It  was 
indeed  at  all  times  delightful  to 
fee  in  how  eafy  and  pleafant  a 
manner  fhe  mixed  in  the  ufual  fo¬ 
ciety  of  a  country  neighbourhood- 
Beloved,  carefied,  and  even  courted 
as  fhe  was  by  the  wife,  the  good, 
and  the  great,  her  genius  and  ac¬ 
quirements  feemed  to  deep,  when 
to  have  difplayed  or  given  fcope 
to  them,  might  have  made  the 
company  fenfible  of  their  own  de¬ 
ficiencies. 

It  would  be  running  through 
a  fatiguing  catalogue  to  enume¬ 
rate  all  the  learned  and  excellent 
perfons  whofe  lofs  Mrs.  Carter 
had  to  deplore:  but  among  them 
muft  be  mentioned  Archbifhop 
Seeker  and  Lord  Bath,  Mrs.  Tal¬ 
bot,  the  excellent  Lord  Lyttletcn, 
Horace  Walpole  Lord  Orford, 
and  the  ingenious,  the  polite  and 
elegant  Mrs.  Montagu.  The  name 
of  this  lady,  bringing  to  recollec¬ 
tion,  the  focial  literary  meetings 
at  her  houfe,  at  which  Mrs.  Carter 
very  frequently  affifted,  turns  the 
mind’s  eye  to  a  vifta  in  which 
are  feen  all  of  learning,  talent, 
and  virtue  which  Great  Britain  in 
that  day  could  boafi. 

Exclufive  of  thefe  events,  no¬ 
thing  more  occurs  to  give  the 
name  of  adlion  to  Mrs.  Carter’s 
life,  except  a  fiiort  journey  to 
Paris,  which  fhe  made  in  Odlober 
1-782,  and  fome  trips  to  the  Weft 
and  North  of  England,  which  file 
made  with  Mifs  Sharp,  after¬ 
ward 
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ward  widow  of  Andrew  Douglas, 

Efq. 

The  lofs  ofher  friends  admonifii- 
ed  her  of  her  own  end,  but  her  pre¬ 
paration  for  it  was1  not  marked 
by  any  particular  anxiety  :  her 
whole  life  was  a  preparation. 
After  repeated  attacks  of  different 
diforders,  from  St.  Anthony’s  fire 
to  an  habitual  drowfinefs  and 
frequent  fainting  fits,  her  health 
continually  declining,  and  her 
ftrerigth  totally  failing  her,  fne 
came  toward  the  clofe  of  the  year 
1805  t0  a  which  precluded  all 
hope  of  protracted  life. 

On  the  23d  of  December,  Mrs, 
Carter  left  Deal  for  the  3 aft  time, 
and  on  the  following  day  arrived 
in  Clarges-ftreet.  Excepting  her 
great  weaknefs,  which  made  it 
difficult  for  her  to  get  into,  or  out 
of,  the  poll  chaife,  lire  bore  her 
journey  pretty  well.  For  fome 
days  after  her  arrival  Ihe  feemed 
to  be  better,  and  was  able  to  dine, 
in  very  fmall  parties,  with  Lady 
Cremorne,  and  fome  of  her  other 
neareft  friends,  feveral  times.  On 
the  4th  of  January,  1806,  Dr. 
Pennington  received  from  her  a 
fiiort  letter,  the  laft,  he  believes, 
that  fine  ever  wrote.  It  was  per- 
fedly  well  written  in  all  refpefhs ; 
but  fhe  complained  in  it  that  fne 
was  “  fadly  tired  with  writing  it.” 
Soon  after  this  her  ftrength  de¬ 
clined  fo  faft,  that  fhe  was  hardly 
capable  of  holding  a  converfation 
at  all  ;  by  the  middle  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  fhe  was  entirely  confined  to 
her  own  apartments,  and  in  a  few 
days  after  to  her  bed.  Every  at¬ 
tention  which  kindnefs  could  be¬ 
llow  upon  her  was  exerted  by- 
friends  who  had  long  known  and 
loved  her.  But  their  friendfhip, 
and  the  ikill  of  Dr,  Frafer^  were 
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equally  without  fuccefs,  and  had 
no  other  effedt  than  that  of  fmooth- 
ing  the  couch  of  death. 

Her  fenfes  remained  till  within 
a  few  hours  of  her  deceafe  ;  but 
file  was  fo  weak  as  to  be  unwilling, 
and  indeed  hardly  able  to  fpeak  at 
all.  This  was  probably  the  reafon 
why  (he  not  only  refufed  to  fuffer 
the  author  to  be  fent  for,  but  even 
pofitively  forbad  him  to  come,  as 
he  vvifhed  to  have  done,  in  every 
letter  which  her  maid  wrote  to 
him.  So  that  he  had  no  idea  that 
her  end  was  fo  near,  till  Mr.  Car- 
ter,  hereldeft  brother,  who  had  been 
to  town  to  fee  her,  told  him  that 
file  had  but  a  very  fiiort  time  to 
live.  He  arrived  therefore  in  town 
too  late,  and  found  that  his  ex« 
cellent  and  revered  relation  had 
breathed  her  laft  early  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  fame  day. 

Mrs.  Carter  expired  without  a 
groan  or  a  ftruggle  about  three 
o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  19th 
of  February,  1806.  Mrs.  Nugent, 
who  had  called  in  the  evening  to 
enquire  after  her,  finding  that  fhe 
had  but  a  few  hours  to  live,  and 
recollecting  a  wifti  that  Mrs.  Carter 
had  expreffed  to  her  refpeCting  fome 
neceffary  arrangements  upon  that 
melancholy  occafion,  kindly  chofe 
not  to  quit  the  apartment  till  all 
v/as  over,  and  fhe  had  given  the 
proper  directions. 

Her  funeral  was,  according  to 
her  own  requeft,  as  private  as  pof- 
fible,  though  many  of  her  friends 
wiftied  to  have  fent  their  carriages, 
and  paid  every  refpeft  to  her  re¬ 
mains.  She  was  interred  in  the 
burial  ground  of  Grofvenor  Chapel 
(an  appendage  to  the  Church  of 
St.  George,  Hanover-fquare,  in 
which  parifti  file  died)  and  was 
attended  to  the  grave  by  three  of 

her 


> 


646*  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1807. 


her  nephews,  Mr.  Pennington,  Ma» 
jor  Williamfon,  who  had  married 
Mr.  Carer’s  eld  eft  daughter,  and 
the  author  of  this  account. 

In  the  volume  which  has  com¬ 
municated  this  faithful  and  in- 
terefting  account  of  this  illuftrious 


lady  are  reprinted  her  poems  and 
fome  mifcellanies  in  profey  with 
a  paper  inti  tied.  Note's  on  the  Bi» 
ble,  and  the  Anfwers  to  Objec¬ 
tions  concerning  the  Chriftian  Re~ 
ligion. 
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7  Interview « 
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Interview .  A  Treaty  of  Peace  between  them  is  figned.  at  Tilfit.  Sub* 
fiance  thereof ,  and  of  the  Treaty  between  France  and  Pruffia,  Great 
Reduction  of  the  latter .  Buonaparte  fets  out  for  Drefden.  Confiilutiom 
of  the  Duchy  of  Warfaw.  The  King  of  Pruffia’ s  Addrefs  to  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  ceded  Provinces .  Heavy  Contributions  demanded  by 
the  french  Ruler  from  the  States  belonging  to  the  Houfe  of  Brandenberg. 
Economical  Me  af uses  of  Frederick  William,  TranfaBions  in  Saved jb 
Pomerania,  Conference  between  the  King  of  Sweden  and  Marjhai 
Prune.  Gnftavus  pub  if  be  s  a  Proclamation  to  the  German  Soldiers  ferving 
in  the  French  Armies,  or  as  Allies  of  the  French.  His  ineffectual  En¬ 
deavours  to  preferve  Siralfund ,  and  procure  an  ArmiJtjce.  He  withdraws 
altogether  with  his  Army  from.  Pomerania  ;  and  Marfbal  Prune  takes 
foffiffion  of  Siralfund.  [jo 
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Meeting  of  Parliament.  Mr.  Abbot  re-eleCled  Speaker.  Subjlance  of  his 
Majeffy’ s  Speech  ;  and  of  the  Addrefs  in  anfwer  to  it,  moved  in  the  Houfe 
of  Peers .  Speeches  of  the  earl  of  Jerfcy,  lord  Somers,  lord  Hawkejbury, 
lord  Grenville,  and  the  earl  of  Radnor.  The  Addrefs  is  carried.  In  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  the  honourable  William  L  imb  moves  the  Addrefs , 
whic  is  feconded  by  Mr.  John  Smith.  Speech  of  Mr.  Canning,  who  reads 
a  long  compofiion,  as  a  fubfitute  for  the  Addrefs  ;  but  does  not  prefs  it 
to  a  divijlon.  Sentiments  of  lords  Howick  and  Cafflereagh .  7  he  Ad¬ 

drefs  approved.  Mr.  Biddulph  ineffectually  endeavours  to  prevent  the 
Commons  from  granting  a  falary  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  Both  Houfe s  vote  thanks  to  general' Stuart,  and  the 
officers  and  foldiers  under  him,  for  the  victory  at  Maida.  Debate  on  the 
Negotiation  with  France  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  Speeches  of  lords  Gren¬ 
ville ,  Hdwkefbury ,  Sidmouth  and  Eldon .  The  fame  fubjeCi  difeuffed  in 
the  Lower  lioufe.  Speeches  fiord  Howick,  the^earl  of  Yarmouth,  Mr. 
Montague ,  Sir  7 homas  Burton,  Mr.  Whitbread,  Mr.  Canning ,  lord  Henry 
Petty ,  and feveral other  members .  |  4$ 
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Mr.  Thomas  Grenville  moves  the  Navy  efimates ,  and  Mr.  Cal  craft  thofe  of 
the  Ordnance .  Quefion  put  by  Lord  Cafflereagh  relative  to  the  ffate  of 
the  army.  Mr.  Windham’ s  anfwer .  General  Fitzpatrick  produces  the 
Army  efimates.  Incidental  debate  on  the  late  Military  plans.  Speeches 
of  lord  Cafflereagh,  Mr.  Windham,  Mr.  Perceval,  and  lord  Howick . 
When  the  report  of  the  Army  efimates  is  brought  up,  the  difcujjim  is  re¬ 
newed,  in  which  Sir  James  Pulietiey,  Sir  John  Doyle ,  Mr.  jehnfone, 
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Mr.  Rofe ,  Mr.  Henry  Thornton ,  and  lord  Henry  Petty ,  <7  part.  The 

Refolutions  carried.  Various  Sums  voted  for  mifcellaneous  Services ,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Vanjittart,  Re  nemo  a  l  of  feveral  meafures  originated  in 
the  laf  Parliament.  The  Solicitor  General  brings  in  a  Rill  to  make 
the  freehold  Eflates  of  perfons ,  dying  inteflate ,  ctjfets  for  the  Payment  of 
fimple  contraB  Debts.  It  is  oppofed  by  Mr.  Herbert ,  the  Mafer  of  the 
Rolls,  and  Mr *  Canning.  Remarks  of  Mr.  Morris.  Arguments  of  difi 
ferent  Members  in  the  fubfequeut  Stages  of  the  Bufinefs .  The  Rill  thrown 
out.  Lord  Henry  Petty  fubrnits  the  Supplies  and  Ways  and  Means  for 
the  year ,  with  a  nevo  Plan  of  Finance ,  to  the  Houfe.  Remarks  thereon 
by  Mr.  Rofe  and  Mr.  jfohnjlone.  Proceedings  relative  to  Abufes  in  the 
Barrack  department.  Mr.  Biddulph’s  Motion  ref  petting  Penjions  and 
Jinecure  Places.  Speeches  of  lard  Henry  Petty ,  Mr.  Wilberforce ,  and 
Mr.  Calvert.  The  Motion  Amended  and  Pajfed .  [69 


CHAP.  VI. 

Lord  Caftlereagh’ s  plan  of  finance.  Remarks  of  lord  Henry  Petty  thereon . 
Mr.  Long’ s  objections  to  the  fyfiem propofed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer.  It  is  defended  by  Mr.  Tierney .  Speech  of  Mr.  Rofe.  Reply  of  lord 
Henry  Petty.  Comments  of  lord  Caflereagh.  A  fundamental  error  in  the 
calculations  of  the  latter ,  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Giles.  A  farther  difcuffion  on 
the  fubjett.  Speeches  of  fir  Ja?nes  Pulteney ,  Mr.  Henry  Thornton ,  and 
Mr.  jfohnjlone.  Lord  Cafilereagh  propofes  three  additional  refolutions  on 
finance.  Sir  fames  Pulteney  brings  forward  a  third  plan  on  the  fame 
fubjett.  Committee  of  Supply.  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means .  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  fates  the  terms ,  on  which  he  had  concluded  the 
loan  ,*  and  fubrnits  an  amended  account  of  the  Supplies,  and  of  the  Ways  and 
Means,  for  the  year.  Remarks  of  Mr.  Rofe  arid  fir  Thomas  Turton.  Lord 
Henry  Petty’s  anfwer.  Debate  on  the  grant  to  the  College  at  May - 
2100th.  Sentiments  of  Mr.  Perceval,  fr  John  Newport ,  Mr.  Rankes,  Mr. 
Wilberforce ,  Mr.  Grattan,  and  lord  Ho  wick,  on  the  fame.  Difcuffion  on 
the  interference  of  Minifers  in  the  Elettion  for  the  County  of  Southampton. 
Irifh  Budget.  Mr.  W hit  bread  introduces  a  Rill  for  improving  the  condition 
of  the  Poor.  Opinions  of  various  Members  on  the  Meafure.  The  Bill  ulti¬ 
mately  rejetted  by  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  [9? 
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A  Rill  brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Peers  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade. 
It  is  fupported  by  the  Dukes  of  Gloucfer  and  Norfolk  ;  the  Earls  of 
Selkirk ,  Rofiyn,  Moira,  Carnarvon,  Stanhope,  Lauderdale  and  Suffolk ; 
and  Lords  Holland,  King s  Erfkine,  and  Northefk ,  with  the  bijhops  of  Lon- 
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ion  and  Durham,  Lord  Sidmout-h* s  Plan  for  the  gradual  f up preffion  of 
the  Trade,  The  Bid  is  rffd  by  the  Duke  of  Clarence  ;  the  Baris  of 
l'f/ ef  mo  reland  and  Saint  Vincent  ;  and  Lords  Hawkjbury,  Redefdale  and 
Eldon,  After  a  ft  rang  oppofetion  in  every  Stage,  it  is  read  a  third  time 
and  fent  down  to  the  Commons.  Various  petitions  againfl  the  Bill pre- 
fented  to  the  Leaver  Houfe  ;  and  Counfel  are  heard  on  behalf  of  the  Mer¬ 
chants  of  Jamaica ,  &c,  Several  long  difeuffions  take  place  in  the  progrefs 
of  the  meafure,  which  is  advocated  hy  Lord  Howie  k,  Mr.  Lujhington ,  Mr, 
fawkes.  Lord  Mahon ,  Sir  felon  Doyle ,  the  Solicitor  General ,  Mr,.  Can - 
viing,  Mr.  Perceval,  Lord  Henry  Petty ,  Mr.  Whitbread ,  Mr.  Sheridan, 
Mr.  Henry  Thornton ,  and  Mr,  Wilberforce.  Sentiments  on  the  Bufnefs  ex- 
prejfed ’  by  Mr.  Baihurjl  and  Mr.  Hiley  Addington.  The  principle  of  the 
Bill  Vppofed  by  General  Gafcoigne,  Mr.  Hilbert ,  Sir  Charles  Pole ,  Mr, 
Hugh  an,  Mr  .Anthony  Brown,  Mr.  Barham,  Lord  C  ajllereagh ,  Mr ,  Fuller , 
and  Mr,  Windham,  The  Bill  is  at  length  read  a  third  time,  and  pajfed 
without  a  divifion.  Earl  Percy  makes  a  Motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
BiU  for  the  gradual  abolition  of  Slavery  ;  but  the  Qucfiion  is  difpofed  of  by 
an  adjournment,  and  is  net  renewed.  Mr.  Rob  fan’s  Motion  ref pe  filing  the 
Barrack  Department  negatived.  Lord  Grenville’ s  Plan  for  regulating 
the  A  dm  ini  ft  rat  i o  n  of  fuflice  in  Scotland,  and  for  the  more  Jpeedy  dec  if  on  of 
Scotch  Appeals.  Various  debates  thereon.  Fate  of  the  propoftion.  £113 
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plarraiive  of  the  clrcumftances  which  led  to  a  Change  in  the  Minifry.  Lord 
Hawick  b  rings  a  Bill  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  f  curing  to  all  daffies 
of  his  Majefy’ s  fubje&s  the  privilege  of ferving  in  the  Army  and  Navy . 
It  is  oppofed  by  Mr.  Perceval,  Mr.  Montague ,  Mr.  Yorke ,  and  Mr,  l , 
II .  Browne.  Lord  Sidmouth  explains  to  his  colleagues  his  objeliions  to 
the  unqnahf,  d  tendency  of  the  jneafure  ;  and  his  Majefy  fgnifies  to  Lord 
Grenville  his  decided  repugnance  to  it.  Minifters  hold  a  meeting ,  to  whief 
neither  Lord  Sidmouth ,  Lord  Frjkine ,  nor  Lord  EUenborough ,  is  fummoned ; 
anel  they  nfolve  to  abandon  the  Bill.  They  Jubrnit  a  declaration  to  the 
Sovereign  relative  to  their  future  conduct .  His  Majefy  confequently  demands 
a  pledge,  that  no  farther  conceffions  to  the  Catholics  jh  add  he  propofed 
to  him.  Minifters  decline  to  give  the  pledge  required.  Lord  Howie k  in¬ 
forms  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  his  Majefy  is  engaged  in  forming  a  new 
Adminif  ration.  Debate  on  Mr.  Ranke’s  Motion  concerning  the  grant  of 
offices  in  -revet Ron.  Difcufjion  on  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Martin  for  an  Ad - 
drefs  to  his  Majefy,  praying  him  not  to  concede  the  office  of  Chancellor  of 
the  Dutchy  of  Lancafer ,  or  any  ether  office  not  ufually  given  for  life , 
fr.r  any  other  term  than  during  pleafure.  Speeches  of  Mr.  Martin,  Mr. 
.Perceval,  Lord  Henry  Petty,  Mr.  St  urges  Bourne ,  Mr.  Sheridan,  the 
Mafer  .of  the  Rolls,  Lord  Hawick,  and  of  fever al  other  members.  The 
s  Add  refs 
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Ad  cl  refs  •voted.  Lords  Grenville  and  Hovuick  detail ,  in  both  Houfes  of 
Parliament ,  the  events  vohich  induced  his  Majejly  to  look  out  for  other 
fervants.  Lord  Auckland  lays  before  the  Houfe  of  Peers  an  account  of  the 
Commerce  of  the  Country .  r  \ -in 


CHAP.  IX. 

Lord  George  Thynne  reports  to  the  houfe  of  commons  his  majejly ’s  reply  to  the 
addrefs ,  refpeCiing  the  grant  of  the  office  of  the  dutchy  of  Lane  after .  Long 
debate  on  Mr.  Brand’ s  motion  for  exprejfing  a  ref  elution  on  any  pledge, 
given  by  minfters  to  the  fovereign .  The  motion  loft.  The  fame  f abject 
fubmitted  te  the  houfe  of  peers  by  the  marquis  of  Stafford .  It  is  difpofed 
of  by  an  adjournment.  Motion  of  Mr .  IP.  II.  Lyttelton  on  the  late  changes 
in  the  miniftry  negatived.  Progrefs  of  the  loan  intereft  bill.  Both  houfes 
vote  thanks  to  fir  Samuel  Auchmuty ,  admiral  Stirling ,  and  the  officers  and 
men  under  their  command,  for  the  capture  of  Monte  Video.  Difcuffton  in  the 
lower  houfe ,  relative  to  churches  and  glebe  houfes  in  Ireland.  Sub  fane  e 

of  the  King’ s fpeech  on  the  prorogation  of  parliament,  vohich  is  afterguards 
diffiolved.  ■  [  1 5  “ 

CHAP.  X. 


'Expedition  to  Conflantinople .  State  of  affairs  in  the  Turkifh  dominions ,  on 

the  arrival  of  Sir  John  Duckworth  voith  the  Brit ifh  fquadron  at  the  Dar¬ 
danelles  .  Mr.  Arbuthnot  retires  from  the  city ,  and  goes  on  hoard  an 
Engljh  frigate  lying  before  the  place.  Paffiage  of  the  fquadron  through 
the  Straits.  Ineffectual  negotiation  voith  the  Porte.  Hojide  difpofition  of 
the  Turkifh  populace  to  the  Engljh.  Exertions  made  by  the  Sultan,  mid  all 
ranks  of  his  people ,  for  the  defence  of  the  capital.  The  Britijh  feet  returns 
through  the  canal  of  the  Dardanelles  voith  confdcrable  damage.  The 
Straits  afterwards  blockaded  by  a  Ruffian  fquadron .  Capture  of  Alexan¬ 
dria  by  Major-General  Frafer.  Major  Miffet  inftruBed  by  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  to  rtprefent  to  the  General ,  that  they  mufl  perifh  by  famine,  unlefs 
the  Britijh  troops  occupy  Rofetta.  Unfortunate  attempt  of  Major  General 
Wauchope  to  take  the  place.  Great  lofs  fujlained  by  the  Britijh  on  that  oc- 
cafion .  Renewed  infances  by  Major  Miffet  and  the  Sorbagi  of  Alexandria, 
ref  pelting  the  apprehenfons  of  a  want  of fuftenance ,  without  the  reduction 
of  Rofetta.  That  town  invefed  by  Brigadier  -General  Stewart,  who  in 
confequence  of  the  arrival  of  a  large  reinforcement  to  the  garrifon  of  it,  is 
compelled  to  retreat  to  Alexandria.  The  fears  of  a  fear  city  fuhfequently 

prove  unfounded.  Indifference  of  the  new  Minifers  of  the  Crown 
to  retaining  Alexandria.  Formidable  preparations  of  the  Pacha  of 
Egypt  againfi  the  Britijh  forces.  Alexandria  abandoned.  The  public 

in  England  much  mortified  at  the  failure  of  this  Expedition,  Conqueft  of 
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Wlonie  Video  by  Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty.  Proof  ?  ding*  of  the  Fnglifh  General 
<sf  that  city ,  Parties  in  Buenos  Ayres,  Views  of  minfers  in  fending  a 
force,  under  Brigadier. General  C ran furd,  to  South  America.  inf  ruc¬ 
tions  give n  to  that  officer.  On  intelligence  being  received  in  England  of 
the  re. capture  of  Buenos  Ayres  by  the  people s  a  Sloop  of  iVar  is  dij patched 
< after  General  Craufurd ,  voith  orders  that  he  Jhould  join  Sir  Samuel  Aucb- 
Tnuty .  The  Sloop  reaches  the  Cepe  of  Good  hope  in  time  for  that  purpfe « 
Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  appointed  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
Army  defined  to  he  employed  in  La  Plata,  Subfance  of  the  orders  given 
to  him,  Tran  factions  of  General  Whitelocke  at  Monte  Video.  Expedition 
againf  Buenos  Ayres.  Plan  of  the  attack  on  the  city.  Difafrous  covfe . 
vuences  thereof.  ie?ieral  Whitelocke  confents  to  'withdraw  from  the  Pro¬ 
vince,  and  to  furrender  Monte  Video.  Trial  of  General  Whitelocke ,  who 
is  fentenced  to  be  cajhiered,  [  1 6  9 

CHAP.  XL 

State  of  the  public  mind  at  the  time  of  the  general  election.  The  friends  of 
the  late  minifers  attend  a  grand  dinner  at  W llis* s  rooms  to  af certain  their 
numbers .  Meeting  of  the  new  parliament.  Mr.  Abbot  re-elected  fpeaker 

*f  the  houfe  of  commons.  Summary  of  the  king’s  fpeech.  An  amendment 

t*  the  addrefs  propofed  in  the  houfe  of  peers  by  the  earl  of  Fortejcue  ;  and 
in  the  lower  houfe  by  '  lord  Howick .  The  amendment  lof  in  both  places, 
mnd  ihe  original  addrefs  carried ,  after  warm  debates.  Proceedings  in  the 
houfe  cf  commons ,  with  refpeB  to  the  bills  pending  at  the  time  the  parlia¬ 
ment  was  diffidved.  Afecond  fruggle  between  the  minfers  and  the  oppo- 
_  Jit  ion  in  parliament ,  which  confirms  the  triumph  of  the  former.  Mr, 
Perceval*  s  motion  in  the  houfe  of  commons  for  the  renewal  of  the  finance 
committee  ;  Subfiance  of  the  fpeeches  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer ,  lord, 
Henry  Petty ,  Mr.  Boyle ,  Mr.  Canning ,  Mr.  Bankes ,  and  Mr.  Biduulph 
thereon  ;  The  committee  appointed.  Mr.  Adam* s  vindication  of  the  grants 
made  by  the  former  minifers  in  Scotland »  The  efimates  of  the  army ,  navy s 
and  ordnance ,  moved  and  agreed  to.  Mr.  Whitbread’ s  motion  on  the  fat  e 
§f  the  nation .  Lord  Cochrane’  $  motion  for  a  lif  of  the  members  of  the  houfe 
of  commons,  enjoying  fine  cure  places,  and  penfon:,  negatived ;  but  an 
mmendment  to  it  j'uggeft-d  by  Mr.  Perceval,  voted .  Air.  Cochrane  John . 
f  one's  motion  on  the  fale  op  commijjtons  in  the  army ,  Debates  on  the  bills 
for  preventing  infu  r  re  B  ions  in  Ireland  ,*  Sentiments  of  fir  John  Newport , 
Mr.  Croker ,  Mr.  Brand ,  Air.  Windham ,  Mr.  Grattan ,  and  of Jeveral 
either  members ,  on  the  bills,  which  are  paffied.  Mr.  Fofiers  remarks  re*. 
fpeBing  the  college  at  Maynooth  in  Ireland.  Dfcuffion  of  lord  GcfiUr <  agh’s 
propofiuo ri  for  increafing  the  army,  Mijcellaneous  tranf’Bions  in  parlia¬ 
ment.  The  bill  for  preventing  the  grant  of  offices  in  r  verfion  thrown  out 
by  the  houfe  of  lords.  Air.  Bankes’ s  motion  in  the  lower  houfe  on  the  fame 
JubjeB.  Mr.  Sheridan  moves  certain  ref  lations  in  regard  to  inland;  his 
fpeech  and  that  of  lord  William  Ruffiel ;  The  motion  lof.  Parliament  pro¬ 
rogued  by  commffion.  [197 

Vol,  XL1X.  or  Vol.  VIL  New  Series.  *  Q  q  CHAP* 


CONTENTS. 


CHAP.  XII. 

* 

Condition  of  Turkey.  I)  if  put  e  of  the  Porte  with  the  Servians  ;  Csnfequencts 
thereof »  'Mutiny  in  the  army  of  the  Grand  Vizier.  Reafons  which  induced 
the  reigning  Sultan  to  improve  the  infiitution  of  the  Nizami. gedid.  1m- 
prudence  of  the  Grand  Seignior .  Revolution  at  Conflant inople Selim 
IIP  depofed ;  and  his  Nephew ,  Muftapha }  advanced  to  the  throne » 
Sc  maty  of  proviflons  in  the  capital.  Engagement  between  the  Turkijh  and 
Ruffian  fleets.  The  Ottomans  defeated.  Misfortunes  of  the  Turk ijh  arms 
on  the  Danube.  An  armiflice  concluded  between  the  Ottoman  and  Ruffian, 
generals.  Proceedings  of  the  new  Sultan.  Ineffectual  endeavour  to  renew 
the  connexion  between  the  Porte  and  Great  Britain.  Account  of  the 
circumflances  which  occafloned  the  Engiifh  cabinet  to  Jend  an  expedition, 
to  Copenhagen.  Number  of  the  land  and  marine  forces  employed.  Ob- 
fed  of  Mr.  Jackfon’s  mijjion  to  the  Danifh  court  ,*  Failure  of  the  fame . 
The  crown-prince  of  Denmark  declares  war  againfl  Great  Britain*  The 
Engiifh  troops  land  in  Zealand.  Tranf a  Scions  of  the  forces .  Bombard¬ 

ment  and  capitulation  of  Copenhagen.  The  Damfh  fleet  and  marine  floret 
furrendered  to  admiral  Gambier  and  lord  Cathrart.  Farther  efforts  of  the 
Briiifh  ntiniflers  to  negotiate  with  the  court  of  Denmark  ;  They  are  un- 
fuccefsful.  Evacuation  of  Zealand  by  the  Englijh  troops .  War  pro¬ 
claimed  by  Great  Britain  againfl  Deumarky  and  letters  of  marque  and 
reprifais  iffued  againfl  her  fhips.  Exertions  made  by  the  Danes f  after  the 
departure  of  the  Engiifh  from  Copenhagen ,  to  recruit  their  marine?  De¬ 
predations  of  their  f mall  veffels  on  Engiifh  merchant  fhips .  The  propriety 
<and  juflice  of  the  expedition  to  the  Baltic  conjidered.  [  2 1 7 

CHAP.  XIIXo 

f\  '  • 

Adulation  paid  to  Buonaparte  on  his  route  from  Warfaw  to  Paris.  Arrival 
of  the  French  chief  at  St.  Cloi.d.  Addrejfes  of  the  conflituted  authorities , 
and  of  the  preteflant  confiflory  of  France ,  to  him  :  his  reply  to  the  latter „ 
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